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Robert Naniole 

Hawaii Commission For National And Community Service 

Chair Sakamoto, members of the Senate Committee on Education, thank you for 
this opportunity to present background about myself in your consideratioh of my 
confirmation to the Hawaii Commission For National And Community Service. 

I was born and raised in Hawaii. I grew up in the Nuuanu and Liliia 
neighborhoods. I also spent significant time at my grandmother's home in 
Papakolea where I eventually lived for approximately ten years. I currently live in 
Mililani with my wife and two daughters. I attended and graduated fiom 
Kamehemeha Schools and the University of Hawaii at Manoa, receiving a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in History. I also received a Master of Arts Degree in Professional 
Counseling from Argosy University-Hawaii Campus formerly known s American 
School of Professional Psychology. 

During the course of my eleven years in Human Service and Social Service Program 
Management, I have successfully developed more program opportunities for 
individuals seeking: services related to employment readiness, services for children, 
vocational training, and better access to support services. 

A position on the Hawaii Commission For National And Community Service would 
give me the chance to work on areas that I fecl very passionate about, and will allow 
me to share my work experiences and beliefs on community service. It would be 
especially exciting to work at increasing volunteer participation throughout the 
state, to promote citizen involvement in government and private programs, and to 
assist in the development of an action plan for community initiatives in Hawaii. 

With the limited ahlount of resourecs available, it isclear that we must continae 
working together as a community to better the lives of our keiki and kupuna. The 
key to achieving this goal is to give freely of ourselves to those who need us the most. 

I look forward to the challenges ahead. My education, background, and experience 
give me the tools to succeed. I ask for you to support my nomination to the Hawaii 
Commission Por National And Community Service. Mahalo! 
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LINDA LINGLE 
OOYERUOR 

STATE OF HAWAI'I 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Windward School for Adults 

730 lliaina Street 
Kailua, HawaCl 96734 

Telephone: (808) 254-7955 FAX: (808) 254-7958 

April 11, 2008 

Senator Norman Sakamoto 
41 5 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Senator Sakamoto: 

Windward School for Adults would like to submit our supporting testimony for Mr. Robert 
Naniole who is being nominated to the Hawaii Commission for National and Community 
Service. 

Mr. Naniole has been involved with our school since his tenure at the Honolulu 
Community Action Program and his present position with the state. He is presently the 
chair of our School Community Council and has been actively supporting adult 
education in the Windward district for the past 5 years. Thanks to his efforts our 
community partnerships in the SCC has grown and has gotten the word out about adult 
education in the community. 

Robert has been directly involved with our school's Strategic, Academic and Financial 
Plan as well as taking a part in our school's accreditation with the Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges. 

Mr. Nanioie's nomination to the conirnission is oiie that is strongly supported by our 
school and its stakeholders. We are confident he will do an exemplary job as a 
commissioner. 

Should you have any questions or concerns about this endorsement, please call me at 
254-7955 or email me at gary takaki@notes.kl2.hi.us at your earliest convenience. 

Sincerely, 

cc: School files 



Linda Lingle 
Governor 

Patricia Hamamoto 
Superintendent 

STATE OF HAWAI'I 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
HA'IKU ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

105 PAUWELA ROAD 
HA'IKU, HI 96708 
April 4,2008 

Senator Norman Sakamoto, Chair 
Senate Committee on Education 

Dear Senator Sakamoto and Members of the Senate, 

Knowledgeable, enthusiastic, dedicated, and caring. Those words come to mind when describing 
Mrs. Janice Shishido. She is the consummate educator who is committed to ensuring her 
students' success as well as elevating the profession of education. She has been a positive role 
model to others as a mentor to student teachers, guiding them as they learn to become effective 
teachers. Mrs. Shishido has held leadership positions within schools and other professional 
organizations that she belongs to, namely the Hawaii State Teachers Association and the Gamma 
Chapter of the Alpha Delta Kappa Organization. Many educators have come to depend on her 
for support and advice. Throughout the years, I have known Mrs. Shishido to always have a 
dynamic, passionate, and nurturing presence. 

Mrs. Shishido will be an asset to the Hawaii State Teachers' Standards Board not only because 
of her dedication and caring disposition toward her students and her profession but also because 
of her vast knowledge and experience as an educator and as an active member of our County and 
State governments where she has served on various boards and commissions and has been a very 
active coordinator and participant in community affairs and service projects. We need broad- 
minded individuals like Mrs. Shisido who will elevate our profession while focusing, ultimately, 
on our keiki's success. 

I cannot even begin to describe the tremendous amount of work that went into her years of 
dedication to her school, her associations, and her community. However, I do know that she is a 
hard worker who cares for people and our profession, and especially, our children. Please 
consider her, highly, for a position on the Hawaii State Teachers' Standards Board. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call me at school at (808) 575-3000 
Our school fax number is (808) 575-3003. 

Have a nice day! Malamapono, 

L & u . & & . . % U  
Bernice K. T. Takahata 
Principal of Haiku Elementary School 

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



MADGE SCHAEFER 
520 Mikioi Place 
Kihei, HI 96753 
(808)874-9293 

April 6, 2008 

Honorable Senator Norman Sakamoto 
Chair, Education Committee 
Hawaii State Senate 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Re: Jan Shishido. Nominee for Hawaii Teacher Standards Board 

Dear Senator Sakamoto; 

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter on behalf of Jan Shishido. 

I worked with Jan on the Maui Governof s Advisory Committee for five years. Jan was a valuable 
contributor to our committee. She brought not only her background and experience in education but 
also an understanding of the culture that touches every part of our island living. 

Her dedication to her profession and her love of the classroom experience is evident in any conversation 
you have with Jan about her students. She is bright, dedicated and when she makes a commitment she 
will honor it with excellence. She is a woman of great integrity. She will be an asset to  the Hawaii 
Teacher Standards Board. 

I urge you to support her nomination. 



1200Ala Kapuna Street I Honolulu. Hawaii 96819 
Tel: (808) 833-271 1 i Fax: (808) 839-7106 r Web: www.hsta.org 

Roger K. Takabayashi 
President 

Wil Okabe 
Vice President 

Karolyn Mossman 

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Mike McCartney 
EDUCATION Executive Director 

RE: GM 578 - SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE 
HAWAII TEACHER STANDARDS BOARD, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, 
JANICE Y. SHISHIDO, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-2011. 

April 16, 2008 

ROGER TAKABAYASHI, PRESIDENT 
HAWAII STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

Chair Sakamoto and Members of the Committee: 

The Hawaii State Teachers Association supports GM 578, which submits for consideration and 
confirmation Gubernatorial Nominee Janice Y. Shishido to the Hawaii Teacher Standards Board 
(HTSB) for a term to expire June 30, 2011. 

The Association is wholeheartedly in support of the nomination of Janice Shishido. Ms. Shishido 
has served in various leadership roles in and outside of school. One distinct role she has served is 
as  a Hawaii State Teachers Association (HSTA)/National Education Association (NEA) facilitator 
for Keys to Excellence in Your School (KEYS) - a Quality School Systems Development. The 
KEYS program focuses on helping with school improvement plans and meeting the challenges of 
the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). As a KEYS facilitator her job entailed speaking to teachers 
and parents at schools on the assessment portion of KEYS, assisting with the assessments, and 
sharing the results and analysis of the assessments. Her involvement with KEYS also helped to 
translate the indicators (keys) to the Hawaii student standards. She also became familiar with 
teacher standards as  a KEYS facilitator. In this capacity, Ms. Shishido was able to assist teachers 
and parents, helping them see the relationship between KEYS and the Hawaii Content 
Performance Standards (HCPS). She is also a leader a t  her school, serving as a liaison on her 
school Action Policy Committee (APC). 

Ms. Shishido is active in her community and has been involved politically on her home island of 
Maui. She is a tireless worker, takes on challenges readily and eagerly as  evidenced by her 
willingness to face the challenges that are part and parcel of serving on the HTSB. A 
conscientious person, she takes pride at being the best a t  what she does. Ms. Shishido possesses 
an in-depth knowledge of education and what it takes to be a top-notch educator. She will be a 
positive addition to the HTSB as  she exemplifies the best of the teaching profession. 

We strongly urge the committee to confirm Janice Y. Shishido to the Hawaii Teacher Standards 
Board and pass GM 578. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 



United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

: Farm and Foreign 
' Agricultural 

Sewices 

Farm 
Service 
Agency 

Hawaii State and 
Paciflc Basin 
State Oftice 

Rueben Flores 
State Executive Director 
PO Box 50008 
Honolulu, HI 96850 

I Phone: 808 541-2600 
FAX: 808 541-2648 

-- ............... - ................ 
April 10,2008 

To: Chairman Norman Sakamoto Committee 
From: Rueben Flores, State Executive Director 
Subject: Support for Teena Rasmussen - 

I am writing in support of Ms. Teena Rasmussen for nomination to the University of 
Hawaii's Board of Regents. 

I have known Ms. Rasmussen for approximately 7 years, primarily in a professional 
capacity, where she has served as a member of the United States Department of 
Agriculturmarm Service Agency's State Committee. 

In this capacity she provides the Farm Service Agency with valuable insights regarding 
current agricultural trends through out the state of Hawaii and the Pacific Basin. In 
addition, she and the other board members help guide the agency regarding policy issues 
and federal programs directed to the agricultural community. 

She is extremely knowledgeable about state-wide issues, always displays good 
management skills and is extremely personable. In short, she has all the qualities 
inherent in a true leader. 

I am confident that Ms. Rasmussen will make an excellent regent. I encourage you and 
your committee to give Ms. Rasmussen a resounding vote of approval. 

. . . . .  . . . . . .  ..... . . . . . . .  
~. . USDAb an EquaIOpportunity Employer . . . .  . . . . .  . . . . .  ....... . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . . .  .... . . . . . ~ 

. . . . . .  . . . . .  



KIEFER & GARNEAU LLC 
A Limited Liability Law Company - .  

Richard Kiefer Greg Garneau 
Direct Dial (808) 871-9700 

April 10, 2008 

The Honorable Norman Sakamoto, Chair 
The Honorable Jill N. Tokuda, Vice-Chair 
Education Comittee 
State Capitol, Conference Room 225 
41 5 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Re: Gubernatorial Nominee Teena Marie Rasmussen 
Submitted for Consideration and Confirmation to Serve on the 
University of Hawaii Board of Regents; Governor's Message 61 0 

Dear Chair Sakamoto, Vice Chair Tokuda and Committee Members: 

I am writing in strong support of the nomination of Teena Marie 
Rasmussen to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents. As a lawyer on Maui, I 
have known Mrs. Rasmussen for seven years and have consistently been 
impressed by her intelligence, sound judgment, and business sense. She would 
be a valuable addition to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents. Thus, I 
without hesitation recommend that you confirm Mrs. Rasmussen's appointment 
to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents. 

Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

Yours truly, 

Richard Kiefer 

cc: Teena Rasmussen 

444 Hana Highway, Suite 204, Kahului, Hawaii 96732 
Telephone: 808-871-6016 

Fax: 808-871 -6017 



1100 Waipoli Road 
Kula, Hawaii 96790 
Ofice: 808-878-3004 
Fax: 808-878-2645 

TESTIMONY RE: GM 610 
Hearing Date: April 16,2008 
Senate Education Committee 

Chairman Norman Sakamoto and Members of the Education Committee: 

This letter is in SUPPORT of the confirmation of Teena Rasmussen for a seat on the UH 
Board of Regents. 

As an active and supportive advocate in Hawaii's agriculture, Teena has moved in 
perpetual motion to raise awareness and initiate positive change. As co-owner and 
Marketing Director for Alii Kula Lavender Farm, I've watched her commitment and 
passion to make a difference. I've worked with Teena in an annual fundraising project 
called Growing Dreams sponsored by Maui Youth and Family Services. Under Teena's 
leadership as chairperson, we raised thousands of dollars to create support services for 
challenged youth in our communities. This is a large event involving hundreds of people 
held at the Four Seasons Wailea, which required lots of tireless hours of commitment 
from Teena to make it the success that it was. To acquire more sustainable diversity, 
Teena and I, both attended Export Readiness Training where we gained the knowledge to 
export and help others in agriculture do the same. Together, we were also awarded 
charter membership of the exclusive Seal of Quality program, created by the Department 
of Agriculture in Hawaii. An exclusive recognition of companies that create quality 
products endorsed and marketed by the State of Hawaii. 

Teena Rassmussen is a committed individual that has a great bandwidth of knowledge on 
many levels within the community, state and global issues. She is passionate and 
accountable for her actions, resulting in only the highest of success and quality from her 
work. Awarding Teena a seat with the UH Board of Regents will be a wise choice for the 
succession of our future. Please appoint Teena Rasmussen. 

Sincerely, 

Lani Medina Weigert 
Co-owner & Director of Marketing 
Alii Kula Lavender 
808-283-3777, lani@aklmaui.com 



APR-10-2008 12:43 From: 

Maui Memorial 
M t D I C L L  C E N T E R  

Hawaii Health Systems Corporation-Maul Region 

April 10,2008 

TO: Chairman Norman Salcamoto and Members of the Education Committee 
VIA FAX: 808-586-6659 

FROM. Carol Clark, Director of Communications, Maui 

RE: TESTIMONY RE: GM 610 
Hearing Date: April 16,2008 
Senate Education Committee 

This letter is in SUPPORT of the confirmation of Teena Rasmusscn for a seat on the 
University of Hawaii, Board of Regents. 

I have known and worked with Teena in a volunteer capacity for the past several years on 
Maui Youth & Family Services, Inc. signature event, "Growing Dreams." Not only docs 
Teena bring a high level of enthusiasm and industry knowledge to the committee and the 
event, but she is also instnunental in her ability to get people to work well together in a 
positive manner. 

Teena has a tremendous amount of personal integrity, and I heartily offer my support for 
her confirmation to the UH B o d  of Regents. 

Respectfully submitted 
Carol Clark 

221 Manalani Street. WailuKU, Hawaii 96793 (808) 244-9056 Fax (808) 242-2443 



Personal Testimony Presented before the 
Senate Committee on Education 

April 16, 2008 
1:15 p.m. 

by 
Dr. Andrew G. Hashimoto 

GM 610: Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Board of Regents 
of the University of Hawai'i, Gubernatorial Nominee, TEENA M. RASMUSSEN, for 
a term to expire 6-30-2012. 

Chair Sakamoto, Vice Chair Tokuda, and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Andrew Hashimoto. I serve as the Dean of UH M3noa College of Tropical 
Agriculture and Human Resources (CTAHR) and an ex-officio member of the Board of 
Agriculture. I am pleased to provide this personal testimony on GM 610. This testimony 
does not represent the position of the University of Hawai'i or CTAHR. 

I strongly support the confirmation of Teena Rasmussen to the University of Hawai'i 
Board of Regents. 

I have worked with Teena through her service on the Farm Services Administration 
statewide committee and the board of the Agribusiness Development Corporation. As 
chair of the ADC board of directors, a farmer for more than 25 years, a former chair of 
the Maui Chamber of Commerce, and a member of many other local and regional trade 
associations, she brings to the BOR business acumen, leadership and teamwork skills, 
and knowledge of land-use and resource issues. She is a Maui resident and will 
represent the interests of that island well. She has done an excellent job as chair of the 
ADC board, and I urge you to confirm her to the BOR. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 



WAILUKU WATER CO. 

No Wai Eha 

Honorable Norman Sakamoto, Chairperson 
Committee on Education 
Hawaii State Senate 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 April 11,2008 

Chairperson Sakamoto and Committee Members, 
RE: GM 610 

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of recommendation on 
behalf of Mrs. Teena Rasmussen. 

I have known Mrs. Rasmussen on a professional and personal basis 
for the past 20 plus years. We have worked together on various 
governmental activities, business matters and community events. 

Teena is a very dependable, trustworthy individual of high moral 
character, and whose integrity is beyond reproach. She is efficient, self- 
motivating, resourceful, and sees tasks through to completion. I have no 
reservations in supporting Teena in whatever endeavor she would pursue 
and I am confident that she will be a valuable asset to the Board of 
Regents, University of Hawaii. During my tenure in the Hawaii State 
Legislature we worked together very closely on the development of public 
policy that would affect commerce and business in Hawaii, Teena's acute 
business sense and extensive past imvolvement in government will be an 
asset to the future of the University of Hawaii. 

Please feel free to call me on Maui at (808) 244-7079 if you have any 
questions or if you need further information. 

Since el , rn 
~ v e w h w e ~  
Execuhve Vice-President, C. Brewer and Company LTD 
President & COO, Wailuku Water Company LLC. 
General Manager, Maui Tropical Plantation 
Hawaii State Senator, (retired) 

255 EASTWAIKO ROAD . WAILUKU, MAUI, HAWAII 96793-9355 -TELEPHONE (808) 244-9570 - FACSlMllE (808) 242-7068 



2343 Rose Street, Honolulu, HI 96819 
PH: (808)848-2074; Fax: (808) 848-1921 

APRIL 16, 2008 

HEARING BEFORE THE 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

TESTIMONY ON GM 610 
TINA M. RASUMUSSEN 

Chair Sakamoto and Committee Members: 

My name is Dean Okimoto, President, of the Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation (HFBF), 
which is the largest non-profit general agriculture organization representing approximately 
1,600 farm and ranch family members statewide. 

The Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation strongly supports the nomination of Ms. Tina M. 
Rasmussen to the Board of Regents of the University of Hawaii. 

Ms. Rasmussen has an extensive background and understanding of Hawaii's agricultural 
industry. She has been an active member of the Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation since 
1978, and was the recipient of the 2004 HFBF Farm Family of the Year award. Ms. 
Rasmussen is respected for her impressive credentials as an agriculture leader, having 
served on numerous agriculture boards and councils and through her involvement as a 
member of many agriculture organizations. Her experience was extended through her 
appointment to the Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC) as a Board Member 
and most recently as the Chairperson. 

Ms. Rasmussen also has a wide-ranging experience in business and government service, 
which include county, state, and federal positions. Ms. Rasmussen's knowledge and 
experience would be an asset to the State of Hawaii if appointed to the Board of Regents 
of the University of Hawaii. 

The Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation is pleased to support the nomination of Tina M. 
Rasmussen to the Board of Regents of the University of Hawaii. We respectfully ask for 
your positive confirmation of Ms. Rasmussen's nomination to this position. 

Thank you. 



Maui County Farm Bureau 
An Affiare of rlre American F m  Bureou Federation ond Howaii Farm Bureou Fedemlion 

Servirrg Maui's Farmers and Rarrchers 

APRIL 16,2008 

HEARING BEFORE THE 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

TESTIMONY ON GM 6 10 
TINA M. RASUMUSSEN 

Chair Sakamoto and Committee Members: 

My name is Warren Watanabe, Executive Director of the Maui County Farm Bureau, a non-profit 
general agriculture organization and an affiliate of the Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation. 

Maui County Farm Bureau, on behalf of its member farmers, ranchers and agricultural organizations 
strongly SUPPORTS GM 610, nominating Ms. Teena M. Rasumussen to the University of Hawaii 
Board of Regents. 

Ms. Rasmussen has been an entrepreneurial farmer on Maui since her return to the islands after 
college. Ms. Rasmussen together with her husband have nurtured and grown their farm beyond its' 
beginnings as a flower farm to one of the premiere sources of locally grown leis. As a hands on 
businesswoman she has headed our Maui Chamber of Commerce. Her personal experience of what it 
takes to be in business in today's global trade environment will provide valuable insight in 
deliberations that will come before the Board of Regents. For us in agriculture, it is important that the 
University of Hawaii step up to being THE knowledge center for agriculture in the Pacific Basin as 
well as the tropics across the world. 

We respectfully request your support of Ms. Rasmussen to the Board of Regents. Thank you. 

P.O. Box 148 
Kula, HI 96790 

ph: 808 2819718 
email:mauicountyfb@hotmail.com 



GREEN POINT 
NURSERIES 

TESTIMONY RE: GM 61 0 
Hearing Date: April 16, 2008 
Senate Education Committee 

Chairman Norman Sakamoto and Members of the Education Committee: 

My name is Eric Tanouye and I am the Vice PresidentIGeneral Manager of 
Green Point Nurseries, Inc. on the Big Island. My family is in our second generation of 
floriculture agribusiness, a business that produces Hawaii's cut flowers and foliage and 
tropical blooming plants. Our products are distributed and exported locally, nationally, 
and internationally. Hawaii's agricultural future relies on the leadership decisions that 
we make today. 

This letter is in SUPPORT of the confirmation of Teena Rasmussen for a seat on 
the UH Board of Regents. 

We have known Mrs. Teena Rasmussen and her husband (Mr. Craig 
Rasmussen) for some years now. These few years has helped us gamer a respect for them 
as friends, parents and agribusiness owners. As we find ourselves in our second generation 
of agribusiness so do the Rasmussens. We also have served on a statewide 
promotionlmarketing board for the Hawaii Tropical Flower Council (HTFC). I feel her 
background experience in floraculture is an important asset that Mrs. Teena Rasmussen. I 
believe she has the educational and professional background to fulfill requirements of the 
position. I also feel it is a good idea to have someone that has agriculturelbusiness 
background on the Board of Regents. 

Supporting Hawafigriculture 

Eric S. ~ a n o u i e ,  ~ i c k ~ r e s i d e n t l ~ e n e r a l  Manager 
Green Point Nurseries. Inc. 



REALTORS" 441 Ala Makani Place 
Kahului, Maui, HI 96732-3507 Association of ,,,.: 808-24,8m - ,: 808-243-8585 

Maui, Inc. Dave DeLeon, Government Affairs Director 
Cell: 808-281-3269 

E-mail: GAD@RAMaui.com 
www.RAMaui.com 

April 11, 2008 

Honorable Norman Sakamoto, Chair 
And members of the Senate Education Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol 
Honolulu. Hi 96813 

RE: In Support of the Nomination of Teena Rasmussen to UH BOR (GM 610) 

TESTIMONY 

For three decades Teena Rasmussen has played an increasingly important role in the social 
fabric of Maui County. Chamber of Commerce, Farm Bureau, Visitors Bureau, Trade 
Associations, Economic Development Board, County, State, and Federal panels, Non-profits, 
and school advisory panels and board leadership, you name the area of concern and Teena 
has quietly taken leadership positions which have resulted in positive outcomes for the 
immediate agency in question and the broader community in general. She is so involved in 
the community, there is a tendency to forget that Teena and her husband Craig are also 
successful small business owners. They have succeeded in a business - they farm and 
market cut flowers - in which only skillful and determined entrepreneurs survive. Teena 
would bring her wealth of knowledge about business, farming, Maui County and its needs, 
and a true Neighbor Island perspective to the University's Board of Regents. Having sat on 
the Maui Community College Provost's Advisory Board, she understands the importance of 
the University System to the state as a whole. Given her career as a community leader, 
Teena understands the honor and responsibility of this nomination and, if confirmed, you can 
be rest assured that she will dig in and do the work expected of a member of the Board of 
Regents and then some. You can expect Teena Rasmussen to bring the no-nonsense 
attitude born of her hard work as a farmer and a successful small business person in Hawaii 
to the important task of improving and expanding the mission of Hawaii's premiere institution 
of higher learning. I humbly ask that your committee recommends confirmation of the 
nomination of Teena Rasmussen to the University of Hawaii's Board of Regents. 

Submitted by 
David DeLeon 
Government Affairs Director 
REALTORS@ Association of Maui 



Mikilua Poultry Farm Inc. 
1612-A Kilohi Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96819 

April 16,2008 

Senate Committee on Education 

TESTIMONY on GM 610 

Chairman Sakamoto Members of the Education Committee: 

My name is Phyllis Shimabukuro-Geiser, President of Mikilua Poultry Farm Inc a family 
operated egg farm in Leeward Oahu since 1947. I am here to submit supporting 
testimony for the confirmation of Teena Rasmussen for a seat on the University of 
Hawaii Board of Regents. 

I have known Teena since 2002. Both Teena and I along with Monty Richards are 
members of the United States Department of Agriculture Farm Service Agency Hawaii 
State Committee. Teena's impressive resume reflects her many accomplishments as a 
successll business co-owner with her husband Craig. She has held many leadership 
positions with private and government boards and committees as well as raising two 
daughters. She is fiscally responsible and conducts herself with the highest integrity. 

The University Of Hawaii Board Of Regents is in great need of a member like Teena 
Rasmussen who represents Diversified Hawaiian Agriculture and understands the "Land 
Grant College" status that the College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources 
holds. She has the understanding of applied research and economic development. 

Please confirm Teena Rasmussen for a seat on the University Of Hawaii Board Of 
Regents. 



PHILIP I-I. LOWENTHAJ, 

ATTORNEY AT L:\\V h l . \ u l :  (8118) 242-Sl l l l i l  
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April 11, 2008 

Chairman Norman Sakainoto 
Senate Education Colll~nittee 
Hawai'i State Capitol, Room 230 
4 15 South Eeretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 968 13 

Re: Teena Ras~nussen, Nominee for UH Board of Regents 
Goverl~or's Message 6 10 
Hearing Date: April lG, 2008 

Dear Mr. Saltamoto, 

I have lmown Teena Raslnussen for 28 years. I met her when she was 
one of nly studeilts at Maui Colnlnunity College. Since that time we have 
beconle friends. 

Mrs. Ras~nussen is illfluential and active in the business of diversified 
agriculture in Hawai'i. She is honest, open, intelligent, and friendly. While 
she is not afraid to speak her mind, she consistently shows appreciation for 
the opinions of others. With a businessperson's practicality, I believe she 
will be er, excellent addition to the UW Board of Regents. 



4pr 15 08 03:34a W.K. Katayama 

IE'ITER OF SUPPORT FROM WAYNE K. KATAYAMA 
PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER 

KAUAl COFFEE COMPANY, INC. 

BOARDMEMBER 
AGRlBUSlNESS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

April 16,2008 
1:f5p.m. 

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE NO. 610 
SUBMITTING FOR CONS~DERATIONA AND CONFIRMATION TO ME BOARD OF 

REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII. GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE. 
TEENA M. RASMUSSEN 

FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-12 

Chairperson Sakamoto and Members of the Committee: 

I am in strong support of the consideration and confirmation of Ms Teena 

M. Rasmussen to the Board of Regents of the University of Hawaii. 

Ms. Rasmussen is active in the community, volunteer government service, 

and professional business associations. She has been recognized for her 

outsianding service over the years by receiving numerous awards such as Small 

Business Champion of the Year, and Outstanding Community Sewlee & 

Achievement Award, both in 2005. 

During the past five years as a Agribusiness Development Corporation 

Board Member, I have worked very closely with Ms. Rasmussen. Currently she 

is the Chair of the Board. Through its history, ADC has faced many challenges. 

Teena's approach in handling ADC has been very instrumental in establishing 

ADC as an effective and successful agency. Examples of Ms. Rasmussen's 

initiatives as Chair: 
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1 Ms. Rasmussen has c r a m  a strategic plan that the Board has used to 

focus our efforts in have the greatest impact in moving agriculture 

forward. 

2 She understands ADC's mission and is not intimidated by our exemptions 

and powers. She openly supports our efforts both in action and in words. 

3 When needed, she uses her refationship with other department heads to 

help move our projects along. 

4 Under her watch ADC has addressed two critical issues that has hindered 

agriculture development - land and water. 

Under Ms. Rasmussen's leadership, she has made ADC an effective tool to 

address agricultural issues and improve this important segment of Hawaii's 

economy. 

I believe that Ms. Teena Rasmussen wit) apply the skills, commitment, and 

vision she has shown over the past five year at the ADC to the Board of Regents 

of the University of Hawaii. 1 strongly support her confirmation. Thank you. 

3 
Wayne K. Katayama 
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OURBUSINESS IS MAUl BUSINESS 

April 14,2008 

The Senate Education Committee 
Testimony Re: GM 610 
Hearing Date: April 16,2008 
Senate Education Committee 
Submitted Via Fax: 808-586-6659 

RE: GM 810, Confirmation Support of Teena Rasmussen for the 
UH Board of Regents 

Dear Chalrman Norman Sakamoto and Members of the Education Committee: 

It is my honor and distinct pleasure to support the confirmation of Teena Rasmussen for 
a seat on the University of Hawaii (UH) Board of Regents. 

Personally, I have known Teena for over 20 years due to her involvement with the 
agriculture Industry, the Maui Chamber of Commerce, the Business & Professional 
Women (BPW), and as a small business owner with her farm, Paradise Flower Farms, 
Inc. This is a woman who is widely known for her extensive civic and community 
service contributions, as well as for her integrity, exemplary ethics and 
researchldeliberation on issues before taking a position. 

She is an engaged and devoted individual whose government service highlights her 
ability to work cooperatively with others and get things done. Teena has been the Vice 
Chair of the County of Maui Salary Commission; served on the Governor's Small 
Buslness Advisory Council: served as a State Committee Member of the Farm Service 
Agency (United States Dept. of Agriculture appointment from the President); served as 
a Board Member and was later Chairman of the Board for the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) Reglonal Advisory Board; and has served as a member and is the 
current Chairman of the Board for the Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC) 
State of Hawaii (an appointment from the Governor). 

In the area of education, Teena has demonstrated her commitment to quality education 
at elementarylintermediate, high school and college levels. She has been a Board 
Member, the Chair of Public Relations, and Chairman of the Board for Haleakala 
Waldorf School. She was the Charter President of the King Kekaulike High School 
Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) and later worked on the School Community 
Based Management (SCBM) Council. And, she sewed on the Maui Community 
College Provost Advisory Board. 
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With the Maul Chamber of Commerce, Teena also has a long histoly, joining the 
organization In 1980, and remaining involved today. She was a member of the Board of 
Directors from 1985 through 1994, chairing the Government Affairs Committee for 2 
year and becomlng Chairman of the Board during that time. She also joined the 
Chamber's Made in Maui Trade Council in 1995 and continues to be a member of this 
organization as well. To us, she is a treasure. 

In addition, Teena is a remarkable business person who has received vast recognition 
for her many accomplishments. She received the "Small Business Advocate of the 
Year" in lQB1 and the "Small Business Persons of the Year" Award in 2001 for Maui 
County from the Small Business Administration (SBA); the 2000 "Entrepreneurs of the 
Year" award from the Maui Chamber of Commerce and Island Business Magazine; 
"Farm Family of the Year" 2004 from the Maui County Farm Bureau; "Most Outstanding 
Farm Famlly" 2004 from the Hawaii State Farm Bureau; 'Small Business Champion of 
the Year" 2005 from NFlB Hawaii; "Outstanding Community Service 8 Achievement 
Award" April, 2005 from the Maui Agricultural Foundation; and Ho'okela Award for "E- 
Commerce Retailer of the Year" 2006 from the Retail Merchants of Hawaii. 

Her many accomplishments, thoughtful service, and awards demonstrate her strategic 
planning and leadership abilities. What she has done for her business, the agriculture 
Industry, education, government and the community at large, she can do for the 
University of Hawaii. They would be lucky to have her. 

Therefore, given a UH Board of Regent's role of strategic planning, policy making, 
fiduciary oversight, serving as an ambassador, protecting the system from undue 
influence, setting an example, considering community interests, acting as a unit and 
evaluation of the Chief Executive and Board, 1 can wholeheartedly recommend the 
confirmation of Teena Rasmussen for this position. She would be a tremendous asset 
to the board. 

Sincerely, 

Pamela ~ u 6 p a p  
President 



., LINDA LINGLE 
Governor 

SANDRA LEE KUNIMOTO 
Chairperson, Board of Agriculture 

DUANE K. OKAMOTO 
Deputy to the Chairperson 

State of Hawaii 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

1428 South King Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-2512 

TESTIMONY OF SANDRA LEE KUNIMOTO 
CHAIRPERSON, BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 

BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16,2008, 1.15 P.M. 

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE NO. 610 
SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE BOARD OF 

REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI'I, 
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, TEENA M. RASMUSSEN, 

FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-2012 

Chairperson Sakamoto and Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support for the consideration of 

Ms. Teena M. Rasmussen to the Board of Regents of the University of Hawaii. 

Ms. Rasmussen has served on the Board of Directors of the Agribusiness 

Development Corporation (ADC), which is an attached agency to the Department of 

Agriculture, from May 2003 to the present. Ms. Rasmussen is the current chair and a 

valued member of the ADC Board. She has provided strong leadership to ADC in the 

transition of plantation infrastructure for use by diversified agriculture. 

Ms. Rasmussen and her husband are co-owners of Paradise Flower Farms, Inc., 

a company that employs 25 people and encompasses 56 acres (5 acres under 

greenhouse) in Kula Maui. The company grows 25 different varieties of flowers 

including, roses, carnations, tuberoses and orchids and provides cut flowers, lei and 

bulbs throughout Hawaii, the continental U. S. and Canada. 

Ms. Rasmussen has extensive public service experience including, Vice-Chair of 

the County of Maui Salary Commission, Member of the Governor's Small Business 
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Advisory Council, State Committee Member for the U. S. Department: of Agriculture, 

Board Member and past Chair of the Small Business Administration (SBA) Regional 

Advisory Board, Board Member and past Chair of the Maui Chamber of Commerce, 

Member of the Maui County Farm Bureau, Maui Economic Development Board, past 

President of the Maui Business and Professional Women's Club, Member of the Maui 

Flower Growers and Shippers Association, Board Member and Treasurer of the Hawaii 

Tropical Flower Council. Ms. Rasmussen traveled with the Hawaii Visitor's Bureau on 

three marketing trips to Vancouver, Canada, Dallas, Texas and Long Beach, California 

to promote Hawaii 

Ms. Rasmussen has also volunteered her time and service at Maui Youth and 

Family Services, Maui United Way and Hui Malama Learning Center. 

Ms. Rasmussen received several distinguished awards including the "Small 

Business Advocate of the Yeat" from the Maui County Small Business Administration, 

the "Entrepreneurs of the Year" from the Maui Chamber of Commerce and Island 

Business Magazine, the "Small Business Persons of the Yeat" from the SBA for Maui 

County, the "Farm Family of the Year" from the Maui County Farm Bureau, the "Most 

Outstanding Farm Family" from the Hawaii State Farm Bureau, the National Federation 

of Independent Business, "Small Business Champion of the Year," and the "Outstanding 

Community Service & Achievement Award" from the Maui Agricultural Foundation. 

Ms. Rasmussen has many years of experience in the public and private sectors 

in Hawaii. She is collaborative, forthright and has sound business acumen. She would 

be an invaluable asset on the UH Board of Regents. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support for Ms. Teena M. 

Rasmussen's confirmation to the Board of Regents of the University of Hawaii. 



testimony 

From: Bobby Cooper [eleuhilo@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 09,2008 10:38 AM 

To: testimony 
Subject: Senate Committee on Education 

Senate Committee on Education, Hearing on 4/16/08 in conference room 225 
Re: GM 610 Nomination of Teena Rasmussen for the Board of Regents 

Chair Norman Sakamoto and Committee Members: 

Teena is a good choice for this important position. I have known her about three years now. She is the 
chair of the State Agribusiness Development Corp. of which I serve on the board. She always is in 
attendance, always has done her homework prior to the meetings and handles herself well as we attempt 
to help the agricultural community be self sustaining. She and her husband run a flower business and 
I'm sure she is knowledgeable about the needs of Maui. Bobby Cooper, Hilo, Hawaii 
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testimony 

From: Bettykay Griesemer [bkg@hawaii.edu] 

Sent: Thursday, April 10, 2008 10:Ol AM 

To: testimony 

Subject: GM 610 Education Committee of the Senate 

Attachments: Card for Bettykay Griesemer <bkg@hawaii.edu> 

RE: GM 610 

TO: Education Committee of the Senate 

CHAIR: Norman Sakamoto 

I support the nomination of Teena Rasmussen to the Board of Regents of the University of Hawai'i 

I have known Ms. Rasmussen for over 25 years. One of my first encounters with her was when she was an outstanding 
student in one of my business classes. Her involvement over the years in the business, civic, and educational community on 
Maui has been exemplary. She was deeply involved in the accreditation process at King Kekaulike High School, she is a past 
president of the Maui Chamber of Commerce, she presently serves on the Agribusiness Development Corporation for the 
state, and has served on too many not-for-profit boards of directors to name. All these experiences and many more make her 
an ideal choice for a seat on the Board of Regents of the University of Hawai'i. 

BK. Griesemer, 
Professor, CC, 
Maui Community College 



From: H McCord [kbgrnaui@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 10, 2008 9.14 AM 
To: testimony 
Cc : Teena Rasrnussen 
Subject: Position-UH Board of Regents 

TESTIMONY RE:gm 610 
Hearing Date: April 16 
Senate Education Committee 

Chairman Norman Sakamoto and Members of the Education 
Committee: 

I am writing this letter to support the confirmation of Teena Rasmussen for a seat on the 
UH Board of Regents. 
I have known Teena since she moved to Maui in 1977. I am also in an agriculture business 
in Kula. I am co-owner of the Kula Botanical Garden, Inc. Teena is a hard working, honest, 
and involved person. As her resume shows, she has been an active participant in many 
Professional and Service Groups since she moved here and established a very successful 
business. In particular I have work with Teena on the Maui Youth and Family Services fund 
raising event which she has been a part of for several years. She organized volunteers and 
donors and personnel to help make the event a huge success. I have served on the MYFS 
Board for over 12 years and I am thrilled to have encouraged Teena to come onto the Board. 
Her contacts in the community, her knowledge of business and finances, and her untiring 
dedication to what ever task she accepts make her a valuable member to any group. 
Please give her your sincerest consideration. 

Helen McCord 
Kula Botanical Garden, Inc 
638 Kekaulike Ave. 
Kula, Maui, HI 96790 
808-878-1715 

Do You Yahoo!? 
Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around http://mail.yahoo.com 



testimony 

From: KGHEAN@aol.com 

Sent: Thursday, April 10, 2008 1:34 PM 

To: testimony 

Subject: Regents Candidate-Rasmussen 

Attention: Senate Education Committee 

I write to strongly support the appointment of Ms. Teena Rasmussen to the Board of Regents. 

Ms. Rasmussen has an extensive knowledge of Hawai'i. She is involved in many areas of the 
Maui & Hawai'i community. She is active as a small business person in agriculture and 
Chamber activities. 

She is involved in many levels of education from Maui Community College to local schools. 

Ms. Rasmussen will be an intelligent and diligent member of the Board of Regents. 

Kay Ghean 
Maui, Hawai'i 

Planning your summer road trip? Check out AOL Travel Guides. 
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From: BLTATUM@aol.com 

Sent: Friday, April I I, 2008 9:28 AM 

To: testimony 

Subject: Testimony Re: GM 610, Teena Rasmussen Confirmation to UH Board of Regents 

TESTIMONY REGARDING GM 610 
HEARING DATE: Wednesday, April 16, 2008 
Senate Education Committee, Norman Sakamoto, Chair 

Aloha, Chair Sakamoto and Committee Members: 

My name is BETTE TATUM and I am pleased to submit testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of the confirmation 
of TEENA RASMUSSEN to serve on the University of Hawaii Board of Regents. 

As the longtime (now retired) state director of the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), I was 
privileged to work closely with Teena on many projects over the past twenty years or so, including the 
Governor's Small Business Advisory Council, the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) Regional Advisory 
Board, and the NFlB Hawaii Guardian Advisory Council. I could always count on Teena. When asked by 
NFlB to deliver testimony in person to the U.S. Congress, she stepped right up. She also testified in person 
before the U.S. House Agriculture Committee and the House Small Business Subcommittee. 

Her outstanding qualities and record contributed to her receiving many well-deserved awards, including being 
named the NFlB Hawaii "Small Business Champion of the Year" in 2005, SBA's 1991 "Small Business 
Advocate of the Year9'for Maui County, and SBA's 2001 "Small Business Persons of the Year," along with her 
husband Craig. 

I feel close to Teena personally, too, and over the years have watched her and her husband rear two fine 
young daughters-both now successful adults. Teena's volunteer service in education on Maui through the 
years is admirable and exemplary. 

Teena is one of the most dedicated, loyal, bright, competent young women I have ever known, both business- 
wise and personally--and her integrity is above reproach. Teena is a joy to work with. She has a 
calm, common sense, well-thought-out approach to solving problems. She gives 100 percent to everything she 
tackles and will, without a doubt, be a positive asset to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents. 

Please vote in favor of Teena's confirmation. 

Aloha and mahalo to you all! 

Planning your summer road trip? Check out AOL Travel Guides. 
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From: Guille [guille@hawaiiantel.net] 

Sent: Thursday, April 10, 2008 4:20 PM 

To: testimony 

Cc: Teena Rasmussen 

Subject: Fw: TESTIMONY RE: GM 610 

----- Original Message ----- 
From: Guille 
To: testimonv@ca~ital.hawaii.qov 
Sent: Thursday, April 10, 2008 354 PM 
Subject: Fw: TESTIMONY RE: GM 610 

----- Original Message ----- 
From: @Ale 
To: testimonv@ca~ital.hawaii.aov 
Cc: Teena Rasmussen 
Sent: Thursday, April 10, 2008 3:33 PM 
Subject: TESTIMONY RE: GM 610 

TESTIMONY RE: GM 510 
HEARING DATE: APRIL 16,2008 
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Chairman Norman Sakamoto and Members of the Education Committee: 

This letter is in SUPPORT of the confirmation of Teena Rasmussen for a seat on the UH Board of 
Regents. 

I have known Teena Rasmussen for 24 years. I started off as an employee at Paradise Flower Farms and 
from there we developed a friendship. 
I watched her do an amazing job raising her children. She was always actively involved in their education 
and sat on the Boards of the school or PTSA. 
She has given so much to the community of Maui and the State of Hawaii through her active participation 
on community boards. She is a dedicated, passionate, competent individual with high integrity. She 
gives 200% of herself to the task at hand. In my estimation Teena Rasmussen would make an excellent 
addition to the UH Board of Regents. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Guille 
Volcano Signs, Inc. 
Owner 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

ppjb@hawaii.rr.com 
Friday, April 11, 2008 11 :29 AM 
testimony 
Teena Rasmussen 

TESTIMONY RE: GM 610 
Hearing Date: April 16, 2008 
Senate Education Committee 

Chairman Norman Sakamoto and Members of the Education Committee: 

This letter is in SUPPORT of the confirmation of Teena Rasmussen for a seat on the UH 
Board of Regents. 

Aloha e Mr. Chairman and members of the Education Committee: 

I have known Teena Rasmussen for 10 years. She is a successful business owner, former 
president of the Maui Chamber of Commerce, dedicated volunteer for numerous not for profit 
organizations and a leader in our community. 

For five years we worked together on a major fundraiser for Maui Youth and Family 
Services. Teena's involvement grew each year until she was chair of the event for the last 
three years. This event raises in excess of $60,000 annually to assist youth with 
substance use disorder. Without Teena's involvement this project would not be the success 
it is. 

I believe she not only possesses the ideal qualifications to serve as a regent, but she 
will bring an understanding of the neighbor islands which will enhance the regentsr 
membership substantially. 

I hope you will endorse her for membership on the board of regents. Mahalo nui loa. 

A hui hou, 

Paul Janes-Brown 
600 Kaluanui Rd. 
Makawao, HI 96768 
808-572-8000 
ppjb@hawaii.rr.com 
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From: Tarnrny A. Perkins [tammy@firstclassweddings.corn] 

Sent: Friday, April I I, 2008 7:13 PM 

To: testimony 

Cc: 'Teena Rasmussen' 

Subject: TESTIMONY RE: GM 610 on 4/16/08 

TESTIMONY RE: GM 610 
Hearing Date: April 16, 2008 
Senate Education Committee 

Chairman Norman Sakamoto and Members of the Education Committee: 

This letter is in SUPPORT of the confirmation of Teena Rasmussen for a seat on the UH Board of 
Regents. 

There are no words to adequately describe how loved and respected Teena is in my world. Over the 
last 5+ years I have witnessed her leadership skills chairing events and they're superlative. In the last 
14 years my company has also experienced the management skills of her own business (Paradise 
Flower Farms) so I know first had that her business skills are impeccable. In addition, I have known and 
been affiliated with Teena donating her time and energy to causes that she whole heartedly believes in. 
She has always operated with the utmost integrity and I am honored to learn from her and grow from 
her every time I'm around her. I value her perspective and trust her decisions in what ever she chooses 
to do with her life. If I were to describe Teena in one sentence I would say that she is a mentor, a friend, 
a business associate, a leader and a valuable contributor to our community, a person that truly 
operates from deep within her heart 

Sincerely 

Tammy 

Tummy Ash Perkineresident 
First Class Weddings, Inc, and 
Author: The Best of Hawaii Wedding Book 
230 Hana Hwy. Ste. 11 
Kahului, HI  96732 
Phone: 808-877-141 1 
e-mail: tammv@firstclassweddin~com 
www.firstclassweddinqs.com 



April 12,2008 

Norman Sakamoto Chairman 
Senate Education Committee 
Governor message #610 
testimonv@,ca~itol.hawaii.~ov 

Dear Chairman and members of Education Committee, 

Per Teena Rasmussen, candidate for the University of Hawai'i Board of Regents. 

As a fellow farmer in Kula, Maui, I've worked with Teena in the flower business for nearly 30 
years. 

I believe Teena could provide much needed expertise and guidance toward a goal of agricultural 
self sufficiency in these islands. 

Sincerely, 

IS/ Gordean L. Bailey 

90 Alae Rd 
Kula, HI 96790 
(808) 878-3828 



TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

TWENTY FOURTH LEGISLATURE 
Regular Session of 2008 

Wednesday, April 16,2008 

TESTIMONY ON GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE NO. 610 
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE TEENA MARIE RASMUSSEN 
SUBMITTED FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION AS 
REGENT, THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII 

The Honorable Norman Sakamoto, Chair, and members of the committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to support the confirmation of Teena Marie 
Rasmussen to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents. 

I have known Mrs. Rasmussen for over 30 years, having met her shortly after her 
move to Maui. Throughout the years I have associated with her in community 
activities and worked with her on various boards and commissions. Teena's 
ability to articulate the needs and concerns of the organizations and agencies 
both public and private which benefited from her participation, became evident 
throughout her service to the community. 

As a successful member of the farming and agricultural community as well as 
business community, Teena will offer a unique perspective to the Board of 
Regents as they guide and develop career and technical education paths of the 
university in the years to come. Her service as a spokesperson for, and 
participant in, the agricultural as well as small business advisory boards and 
commissions have given her valuable experience and insights which she can use 
in her service to the university board. 

I believe that Teena Rasmussen will be an excellent addition to the University Of 
Hawaii Board Of Regents. 

Thank you for this opportunity to submit my testimony. 

Sincerely yours, 
Carol Ball 



TESTIMONY RE: GM 610 

Hearing Date: April 16 

Senate Education Committee 

Chairman Norman Sakamoto and Members of the Education Committee: 

This letter is in SUPPORT of the confirmation of Teena Rasmussen for a seat on the UH Board of 
Regents. 

I have known Reena for approximately 30 years and have had numerous opportunities to work 
with her directly. Teena has an outstanding desire to help our community and she has the 
education and background to accomplish this well 

Teena has been a longtime member of the Maui Chamber of Commerce and has had the 
opportunity to be its chairperson and representative. She has been a vocal advocate for small 
business and the Maui and State Farmers Organizations. She has been on advisory boards at 
the State, County and Community levels. 

Teena's greatest attribute, however, is her effervescent personality and ability to get people to 
work toward common goals. 

This state can most certainly use a person of superior intelligence and common sense to help 
guide its educational future and Teena is such a person. 

I wholeheartedly recommend Teena for this position. 

Sincerely, 

Alan M. Arakawa 
Former Mayor, County of Maui 



TESTIMONY OF: 

Kahu Charles Kauluwehi Maxwell Sr. 
157 Alea Place Pukalani, Maui Hawaii 96768 

TESTIMONY RE GE 610 
HEARING DATE: APRIL 16 
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Chair Norman Sakamoto and Members of the Education Committee. 

I would like to testify in SUPPORT of the confirmation of Teena Rasmussen for a seat 
on the UH Board of Regents. 

I have known Teena since she moved to Maui and established their flower farm. She has 
been very active in volunteering in the community and in the education of our children. 
Also she is very easy to work with and through my association with her in many areas, 
she thrives to be a problem solver, finds ways that can benefit the community at large and 
create the "feeling of Aloha". With our Hula Hanau Pukalani Hula Hale 0 Maui, and 
other community activities, we have worked closely together. 

With here experience in small business, agribusiness and being a mom, she would be a 
valuable asset as a UH Board of Regent and I highly recommend her appointment and 
confirmation. 

Mahalo a nui kakou 

Kahu Charles Kauluwehi Maxwell Sr. 
Pukalani, Maui 
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From: Derby, Matthew G. [Matthew.Derby@ggp.com] 

Sent: Monday, April 14,2008 2:07 PM 

To: testimony 

Cc : Derby, Matthew G. 

Subject: TESTIMONY RE: GM 610 1 Hearing Date: April 16, 2008 1 Senate Education Committee I UH 
Board of Regents: Teena Rasmussen Confirmation 

Importance: High 

TESTIMONY RE: GM 610 
Hearing Date: April 16, 2008 
Senate Education Committee 

Chairman Norman Sakamoto and Members of the Education Committee: 

This letter is in SUPPORT of the confirmation of Teena Rasmussen for a seat on the University of 
Hawaii Board of Regents. 

I have known Teena now for approximately eight years and I am very privileged to have worked with 
her on a number of tourism promotion projects for the Hawaii Visitors & Convention Bureau (HVCB) 
while I was a Senior Account Executive at McNeil Wilson Communications. In my role, I was in charge 
of executing "Experience Aloha Hawaii on Tour" for HVCB which included the promotion of Hawaii as a 
destination at major consumer shows at high-traffic malls and regional travel shows. Teena 
participated in three of our target market events as a "Hawaii expert" flower grower, lei maker and 
resident promoter of the islands. Her expertise and competence in her line of work enabled HVCB to 
take an aspect of the islands through culture (lei making and its story of tradition), industry (flower 
growing business in the islands), and being a true "Ambassador of Aloha" (personal spirit) to promote 
Hawaii, our heritage and culture to potential travelers. Her warm Aloha spirit, enthusiasm with all whom 
she encountered, the sharing of her family's craft, and her local sense of place really touched the 
hearts of many who attended these very special HVCB events. She truly cared about educating 
potential travelers - beyond treating Hawaii as a great place to travel -as a cultural destination through 
her craft and it amazed me that Teena's sharing of a simple story, a beautiful Hawaiian-grown flower, 
and her gracious spirit would connect her with many who attended our events. I am sure she helped 
our team of Hawaii participants positively influence those who have never been to the islands to one 
day visit or for those who were already familiar to someday return once again. 

Going beyond Teena's very impressive background and knowledge of "what makes Hawaii work" 
through her experience in business, industry, and government service, she is one who fully envelops 
herself into whatever task she is committed while exhibiting a strong sense of doing what's right, the 
first time around -what's pono when it comes to family, business and the community. It's with this 
value that I know that she will do a great job to guide the University of Hawaii, its administrators, 
educators, staff members and most importantly students as part of this very important board so that the 
University can continue to grow and prosper in the best interest of our local community and be further 
established as a world class institution of higher education. 

I fully support Teena's confirmation and know that she will do a great job sewing on the University of 
Hawaii Board of Regents. I am so proud of her accomplishments and I am honored to know her as a 
fellow colleague and a personal friend. 

If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate calling me at (808) 628-5574. 



Mahalo! 

MATTHEW DERBY 
Director of Tourism & Public Relations 
Ala Moana Center/ General Growth Properties of Hawaii 

Ala Moana Center - General Growth Properties, Inc. 
1585 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 800 
Honolulu, HI 96814 
Ph: (808) 628-5574 -Direct 
CI: (808) 384-7059 -Media Emergencies 
Manhew.DerbyG2GGP.com 
Website: AlaMoanaCenter.com 

& Piease consider the environment before printing this e-mall 



Mark J. Andrews 
20 Foster Place 

Kula, Hawaii 96790 
phone: (808) 878-6679 
Pax: (808) 878-3059 
fnauidatabook@aol.com 

Testimony Re: QM 610 

Hearing Date: April 16,2008 

Senate Education Committee 

Chairman Norman Sakamoto and Members of the Senatc Education Committee thank 
vou for this ov~ortxnity to testify in support of the confirmation of Mrs. Teena 
itasmussen f i i a  reat i n  the ~nLersi t i6f  ~ a w a i i  Board of Regents. 

I have known Mrs. Rasmussen for over 25 years and during that time have found her to 
be an outstanding member of our community. She has excelled in business, dedicated 
herself to community service by giving of hcr time to numerous government and 
nonprafit organizations rrnd has received a number of awards for her outstanding service 
to our community. I believe she is well qualified to serve as a Regent of the University 
of Hawaii. 

I personally have served 1 1 years in the State of Housc of Representative and worked for 
a number of years for the University of Hawaii. These experiences have made me well 
aware of how important it is to have people of the highest quaIity serve as Regents to our 
University. The University of Hawaii is a major player in Hawaii's economy, the 
development of the people of Hawaii and the preservation of those things we treasure the 
most. i t  i s  only with the appointment of outst;*ldiig persons within our community to 
serve on ihc University of Hawaii Board of Regents that we can assure the University's 
continued importanceto all the people of ~ a w G i .  I believe that Mrs. ~eenea    as muss en 
is such and outstanding person and well &serves everyone's support in being confirmed 
as a University of Hawaii Board of Regent. 

Thank You. 

Mark J. Andtews 
20 Foster Place 
Kula, Maui, Hawaii 



Charles G. Jencks 
75 Ka Drive 

Kula, HI 96790 

April 14,2008 

Senator Nonnan Sakamoto 
Members of the Senate Education Committee 

TESTIMONY RE: GM 61 0, UH Board of Regents Nominee 

Hearing Date: April 16,2008 

Dear Senator Sakarnoto and Members of Education Committee: 

This letter is in support of the confirmation of Ms.Teena Rasmussen as a member 
of the University Of Hawaii Board Of Regents. I have known Ms. Rasmussen for over 15 
years as a fellow Kula resident, owner of a successfd flower farm in Kula and as a 
volunteer member of various boards and commissions for the State of Hawaii and County 
of Maui. It seems to me a valuable experiential asset for members of the Board of 
Regents is that gained from not only the small business environment but also the 
volunteer sector. In both of these areas, Ms. Rasmussen has done a terrific job and is a 
credit to her family and community. 

Once again, I support Ms. Rasmussen's nomination to the University Of Hawaii 
Board Of Regents. 

Sincerely, 



Christine M. Daleiden 
95-977 Wikao Street 
Mililani, Hawaii 96789 

(808) 625-8755 

Presentation Before the Senate Committee on Education 
April 16, 2008 

Teena M. Rasmussen, Nominee, GM 610 
Board of Regents of the University of Hawaii 

Chair Norman Sakamoto, and members of the Senate Committee on Education: 

I strongly support the consideration and confirmation of Teena Rasmussen on the 
Board of Reaents for the Universitv of Hawaii. I have worked with Teena for the past 
year as a ~ o a r d  Member for the ~bribusiness Development Corporation ( " ~ ~ C " ) ' a n d  as 
Chair of ADC, Teena is professional, intelligent, communicative, fair, and efficient. 
Teena's leadership and direction has been-instrumental to ADC's effectiveness. These 
qualities will serve her well on the Board of Regents for the University of Hawaii. I 
strongly support her nomination. Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Christine M. Daleiden 



testimony 

From: Mindy Armour [mindyarmour@hawaiiantel.net] 

Sent: Monday, April 14, 2008 6:22 PM 

To: testimony 

Subject: Testimony RE: GM 610 Hearing date: April 16,2008 Senate Education Conimittee RE: Teena 
Rasmussen 

Testimony RE: GM 610 
Hearing Date: April 16, 2008 
Senate Education Committee 

Dear Chairman Norman Sakamoto and Members of the Education Committee: 

I would be pleased and honored to recommend and support the confirmation of 
Teena Rasmussen for a seat on the UH Board of Regents. I am well acquainted 
with Ms. Rasmussen and have had the pleasure of knowing her for over 20 
years. During that time I have experienced not only her friendship but her many 
talents as a successful business woman. I have worked with her on various 
projects within our community and have personally seen her conduct herself and 
her endeavors with the utmost integrity. 

Teena is a person I wholeheartly recommend as an asset for a seat on the UH 
Board of Regents. 

Sincerely, 

Melinda Armour 
Armour Construction, Inc. 



April 14,2008 

Chairman Norman Sakamoto 
Committee Members 
Senate Education Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: GM 610 UH BOARD OF REGENTS 

Aloha: 

I offer this testimony in support of Teena Rasmussen for the position of Regent for the 
University of Hawaii. 

I have known and worked with Teena for some fifteen years and find her dedication to 
Maui County and the State of Hawaii unrivaled. All of Teena's work for her community 
has been done on a volunteer basis while running her successful agriculture business here 
on our island. 

Tina is extremely intelligent, thoughtful, and will always consider what is best for all. 
Her work on various boards and commissions gives her immense experience and her 
desire to continue her efforts for the University will bring commitment to the work at 
hand and enrichment to her fellow Regents. 

I thank you for your attention to this testimony and for your support of Teena's 
nomination. 

Yours truly 

Lynne Woods 
CEO, Keller Williams Realty Maui 



Alfiedo Lee (Personal Testimony) 
98-1960 D Kaahumanu Street 

Pearl City, HI 96782 

BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

April 16,2008 
1:15 p.m. 

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE NO. 610 
SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE BOARD 

OF REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, 

TEENA M. RASMUSSEN 
FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 06-30-2012 

Chairperson Sakamoto and Members of the Committee: 

I am writing in strong support of Ms. Teena M. Rasmussen's consideration and 
confirmation to the Board of Regents of the University of Hawaii. 

I have known Teena for the past 6 years since she was appointed to the board of the 
Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC). As executive director of the ADC, I 
have worked very closely with her during the past several years, especially after she was 
elected chairperson of the board. 

I find Teena to have the intellectual capacity to absorb new information quickly and the 
ability to sort out the important elements of a complex situation. She participates with 
ease on the discussion of many different subject matters. She is very approachable and 
fair. She is diplomatic and yet not afraid to make her opinion known. She is always 
willing to hear the other side of the story and to compromise in order to reach a win-win 
agreement with others. Teena gets along well with her fellow board members and is well 
liked by staff. 

Besides running her business, she has also donated her time very generously to various 
non-profit organizations and government agencies. I believe she is just the right kind of 
person to be on the Board of Regents. Thank you for your consideration. 
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UH Hilo Administration 
Office d the Chancellor 

April 14,2008 

Senator Nonnan Sakamoto 
Chair and Members of the Senate Committee on Education 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 230 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 968 13 

Re: Conhnation of Harvey S. Tajiri to the University of Hawaii 
Board of Regents 

Dear Senator Sakamoto and Senate Committee Members: 

This letter is to register my wholehearted support forHarvey Tajiri's nomination to the 
University of Hawai'i Board of Regents. He has been an important communitv leader and 
long-standing supporter of the l.JnGersity. I respect his judgement, experience; and 
honesty and believe he will be an excellent regent. 

200 W. Kawili Street, Hilo. Hawai'i 967204091 
Telephone: (808) 974-7444. Facsimile: (808) 974-7622, www.uhh.hawaii.edu 

An Equal Opporiunily/Aftirmaliue Action Institution 



The Honorable Norman Sakanioto 
Chair, Senate Committee on Education 
State Capitol Room 230 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

April 14,2008 

Dear Senator Sakamoto and Members of the Committee, 

I am pleased and honored to write to you to convey my support for Hruvey Tajiri 
for confirmation to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents. Harvey is a very 
energetic and successful Icader, and brings a significant record of achievement and 
accomplishment over the past 30 ycars to Hawaii County and State of Hawaii. He has 
successfully worked in business, government and has had a passion for developing and 
supporting higher education in the State of Hawaii. I have known Harvey for over 30 
years that he has worked in business, County Government and as a State Legislator. 
Consequently, my comments are based on my life long experiences with him. His 
actions, values, straight talk, and philosophical outlook have always been predicated on 
being visionary and moving Hawaii forward. And, likewise, his interest and commitment 
to educatioll K-12, Rainbow and Vulcan Athletics and the University System as an 
economic driver and contributor to the State's economy, has been genuine and 
noteworthy. 

As a community leader, he has gained the confidence of the community by 
initiating and developing cotnmunity organizations like Hui Ka 'ui, a non-profit 
community group that supports University initiatives in the arts, theater, fall orientation 
and athletics. Through his leadership and encouragement he has actively worked to 
welcome and support new students as well as faculty to the University. He has forged 
new ways of working to bring the University and Community together and people value 
his pragmatics and effectiveness as n leader. His paradigm for developing a town gown 
relationship between the University and Community is a model that could conceivably be 
applicd throughout the University System. He is a leader with a depth and breadth of 
experience in business, education and community building to bc a thoughtful contributor 
to the Board of Regents. 

While serving on the Hawaii County Council Harvey engaged planning concepts 
in downtown Hilo that helped to stinlulate small business. These basic planning concepts 
are operational today and continue to contribute to downtown econonlic success. These 
planning principles were insightful and proved to be historically prudent. This is indicator 
of an attuned leader. I believe that Harvey's acumen will be a major contributor to enrich 
our University System. Also, he is versed in exploring new paradigms notably public 
private partnerships that potentially could bring investment to the University System. 

Clearly, Harvey has an action-oriented style with a demonstrated breadth of 
experience and accomplishn~ent. Thus, I am pleased and honored to support his 
confirmation as a University Regent. 

Gerald e Mello, Director University Relations, UH Hilo 



April 15,2008 

Dear Senator Sakamoto: 

As individuals interested in the future of the University, we ask for your consideration of 
Mr. Harvey Tajiri in approving his candidacy for Regent of the University of Hawaii 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to serving his community. He was born and 
raised in Hi10 and received his degree in education from the University of Hawaii. His 
experience as a businessman and a former legislator has prepared him and makes him an 
ideal candidate for the position of Regent. Throughout most of his career and as a 
legislator he has had a deep interest in the University system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui Ka'ua in Hilo, a non-profit 
organization committed to initiating community involvement in the long-range strategic 
planning of UHH, including facilities and program development and financial and 
manpower support for various university programs and initiatives. Hui Ka'ua was able to 
raised over $25,000.00 from the community at it's first 
fund raiser that will be used for University programs. 

The organization has about 60 members at the present time and has sponsored "Meet the 
Faculty" functions, participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted in classroom 
improvements at UHH. More programs are planned for the future. 

We believe Mr. Tajiri is highly qualified to serve and will be a valuable member as a 
Regent of the University of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of Mr. Tajiri's candidacy is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

A1 M. Inoue 
Sharon K. Scheele 

101 Aupuni St. Suite 1001 
Hilo, HI 96720 
Ph. (808) 935-2995 
Fax: (808) 935-8269 
E-Mail: alinoue@,hawaiiantel.net 



Aloha Senator Sakamoto, 

While the attached letter is only a form letter, it still carries , my belief that the University of 
Hawaii will only improve with Harvey as a Regent. I have known him over 35 years. 
His extensive background in business, politics and education will serve all of us well. 

Keep up the good work. 

Aloha, 

Ernest Medeiros 



April 15,2008 

Senator Norman Sakarnoto 
salcamoto2@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator: 

As individual interested in the future of the University, I ask for your consideration and 
recommendation of Mr. Tajiri as a candidate for'~egent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to serving his community. He was born and 
raised in Hilo and received his degree in education from the University of Hawaii. His 
experience as a businessman and a former legislator has prepared him and makes him an 
ideal candidate for the position of Regent. Throughout most of his career and as a 
legislator he has had a keen interest in the University system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui I<a Ua in Hilo, a non-profit 
organization committed to initiating community involvement in the long-range strategic 
planning of UHH, including facilities and program development and financial and 
manpower support for various university programs and initiatives. 

The organization has about 100 members at the present time and has sponsored "Meet the 
Faculty" functions, participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted in classroom 
improvements at UHH. 

I believe Mr. Tajiri is highly qualified to serve and will be a valuable member as a Regent 
of the University of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of MI. Tajiri's candidacy is appreciated. 
17 



April 15,2008 

Senator Norman Sakamoto 
sakamoto2@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator: 

As individual interested in the future of the University, I ask for your consideration and 
recommendation of Mr. Tajiri as a candidate for Regent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to serving his community. He was born and 
raised in Hilo and received his degree in education from the University of Hawaii. His 
experience as a businessman and a former legislator has prepared hi and makes him an 
ideal candidate for the position of Regent. Throughout most of his career and as a 
legislator he has had a keen interest in the University system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui Ka Ua in Hilo, a non-profit 
organization committed to initiating community involvement in the long-range strategic 
planning of UHH, including facilities and program development and financial and 
manpower support for various university programs and initiatives. 

The organization has about 100 members at the present time and has sponsored "Meet the 
Faculty" functions, participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted in classroom 
improvements at UHH. 

I believe Mr. Tajiri is highly qualified to serve and will be a valuable member as a Regent 
of the University of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of Mr. Tajiri's candidacy is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Toey ~st;ella, ~ ~ - ~ ~ @ e b a l l  
[I185 P*a.u St; 
~ i 1 0  L.. HI . . .. -$&20] . 



EDWIN HARA 
714 Kanoelehua Avenue 

Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

April 15,2008 

Senator Norman Sakamoto 
sakamoto2@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator: 

As an individual interested in the future of the University, I ask for your consideration and 
recommendation of Mr. Tajiri as a candidate for Regent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to serving his community. He was born and raised in Hilo and 
received his degree in education from the University of Hawaii. His experience as a businessman and a 
former legislator has prepared him and makes him an ideal candidate for the position of Regent. 
Throughout most of his career and as a legislator he has had a keen interest in the University system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui Ka Ua in Hilo, a non-profit organization 
committed to initiating community involvement in the long-range strategic planning of UHH, including 
facilities upgrades, program development, financial and manpower support for various university 
programs and initiatives. 

The organization has about 100 members at the present time and has sponsored "Meet the Faculty" 
functions, participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted in classroom improvements at the Hilo 
campus. 

I believe Mr. Tajiri is highly qualified to serve and will be a valuable member as a Regent of the 
University of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of Mr. Tajiri's candidacy is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

BL,&& 



April 15,2008 

Senator Norman Sakamoto 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Health 

TESTIMONY SUPPORTING 
THE NOMINATION OF HARVEY S. TAJIRI 

AS A REGENT TO THE 
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII 

Individual Testimony of 
IVAN I. NAKANO 
Corporate Controller 

I. Kitagawa & Co., Ltd. IK Motors, Inc. 
Kona Auto Center, Inc. Parts Center Hawaii, Inc. 

I am Ivan I. Nakano, Corporate Controller of I. Kitagawa & Company, Ltd 
and its subsidiaries. I appreciate the opportunity to testify in strong support 
of HARVEY S. TAJIRI as a REGENT of the UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII. 

Harvey has had a life long dedication to serving his community. He was 
born and raised in Hilo and received his education degree from the 
University of Hawaii. His experience as a businessman and a former 
legislator has prepared him and makes him an ideal candidate for the 
position of Regent. 

In 2005, Harvey took the initiative to form, with community leaders, Hui 
Ka'ua, a 501(c)(3) non profit organization committed to initiating 
community involvement n the long-range strategic planning of the 
University of Hawaii at Hilo, to include facilities and program development 
and financial and manpower support. The organization has now grown to 
over 100 members. 

I believe Harvey is highly qualified to serve and will be a valuable member 
as a Regent of the University of Hawaii. Should you have any questions, 
please feel free to call me at (808) 934-5202. 



RPR 15 2008 7 : 0 6 P M  

Testirnor y for Hawai'i State Senate Committee on Education 
Governor's Menage No. 6t1 

For considerr~tian and confinnatimto the Board of Regents of the University of 
Ha vai'i, Gubernatorial Nominee, Harvey S. Tajiri 

Bt fore the committee April 16,2008 at 1: 15pm 

By Tanla Kehau Cortez-Camero 
Student at the University of Hawai'i at Hila 

Representatitre Sal arnoto and Honorable Members: 

I testify in sup(sol-t of Harvey 5. Tajiri, Gubernatorial Nominee, to the 
University of Hawi i6i Board of Regents. 

As a student ,of thc ! University of Hawai'i at Hilo, 1 have come to know Harvey 5. 
Tajiri in  severat ci pacities. Mr. Tajiri, a man of wonderfd vision and insight 
about UH Hilo has played a tremendous part in helping to build the University 
of Hawai'i at Hilo to what it is today. Haw.ey Tajiri is an open-minded person 
who listens to .the needs of students. His abillty to recognize the full potential 
of UH Hilo i s  irucre jible. 

As an alumni UI I Hilu and UH Manoa, I betieve Mr. Tajiri will ensure that the 
m-ces of the stud1 tnts at UH Hilo are heard as well as the students of the 
University of h w i  d'l system at large. 

I once again, alffe~ my support for Mr. Harvey 5. Tajiri as an appointee to the 
University of Haw; ~i'i Board of Regents 

'0 wau me kt3 ha'; ~ha'a. 

Tania Kehau Cortf I-Camero 
Student, UH Hilo 



lie: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator Sakamoto: 

I ask for your consideration and recommendation of Mr. Tajiri as a candidate for Regent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to serving his community. He was born and 
raised in Hilo and received his degree in education from the University of Hawaii. His 
experience as a businessman and a former legislator has prepared him and makes him an 
ideal candidate for the position of Regent. Throughout most of his career and as a 
legislator he has had a keen interest in the University system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui Ka Ua, of which I am also a 
member. Hui Ka Ua is a non-profit organization committed to initiating community 
involvement in the long-range strategic planning of UHH, including facilities and 
program development and financial and manpower support for various university 
programs and initiatives. 

The organization has about 100 members at the present time and has sponsored "Meet the 
Faculty" functions, participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted in classroom 
improvements at UHH. 

I believe Mr. Tajiri is highly qualified to serve and will be a valuable member as a Regent 
of the University of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of Mr. Tajiri's candidacy is appreciated, 

Sincerely, 

P.O. Box 4536 
Hilo, HI 96720 



Hugh Y. Ono, P.E. 
1252 Malawaina Street 

Hilo, HI 96720 
Ph: 808-959-1342 E-mail: hono@,hawaii.rr.com 

February 19,2008 

Honorable Senator Norman Sakamoto 
Chairman and Members -Senate Confirmation Hawaii State Capitol Building 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Testimony: Confirmation of Hawey Taiiri. UH Board of Regents: 

By this letter, I am requesting your support to confirm Mr. Hawey Tajiri to the 
University of Hawaii Board of Regents. 

I have personally bad the opportunity to know and work with Mr. Tajiri over the 
past 30 years. His dedication to community and especially to higher education will 
no doubt be an asset to our State. 

He has been the initiator and driver of numerous programs that support higher 
education and we wish to see him continue in this regent role. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Hugh Y. Ono, P.E. - Ret. State Highways Administrator 



April 15,2008 

Senator Norman Sakamoto 
sakamoto2@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator: 

As individual interested in the future of the University, I ask for your consideration and 
recommendation of Mr. Tajiri as a candidate for Regent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to serving his community. He was born and 
raised in Hilo and received his degree in education from the University of Hawaii. His 
experience as a businessman and a former legislator has prepared him and makes him an 
ideal candidate for the position of Regent. Throughout most of his career and as a 
legislator he has had a keen interest in the University system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui Ka Ua in Hilo, a non-profit 
organization committed to initiating community involvement in the long-range strategic 
planning of UHH, including facilities and program development and financial and 
manpower support for various university programs and initiatives. 

The organization has about 100 members at the present time and has sponsored "Meet the 
Faculty" functions, participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted in classroom 
improvements at UHH. 

I believe Mr. Tajiri is highly qualified to serve and will be a valuable member as a Regent 
of the University of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of Mr. Tajiri's candidacy is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

ctGreetingLine)) 
203 Pohai Street 
Hilo, HI 96720 



BIG ISLAND TOYOTA 
C U S T O M E R S  F I R S T  S I N C E  1 9 6 2  www.bigirlo~dtoyota.com 

April 15,2008 

Senator Norman Sakamoto 
The Senate 
State of Hawaii 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Via Email: sakamoto2c@capitol 

Dear Senator Sakamoto: 

I have known Harvey professionally for over 20 years and during this time has first hand experienced his 
energy and enthusiasm for his community and UHWHCC. As an individual personally interested in the 
future of the University and Hawaii Community College, I sincerely ask for your consideration and 
recommendation of Mr. Harvey Tajiri as a candidate for Regent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to serving his community. He was born and raised in Hilo and 
received his degree in education from the University of Hawaii. His experience as a businessman and a 
former legislator has prepared him and makes him an ideal candidate for the position of Regent. 
Throughout most of his career and as a legislator he has had a keen interest in the University system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui Ka Ua in Hilo, a non-profit organization 
committed to initiating community involvement in the long-range strategic planning of UHH, including 
facilities and program development and fmancial. and manpower support for various university progranls 
and initiatives 

The organization has over 100 members at the present time and has sponsored "Meet the Faculty" 
functions, participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted in classroom improvements at UHH. 

I believe Harvey is highly qualified and has the passion and stamina to serve and will be a valuable 
member as a Regent of the University of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of Mr. Harvey Tajiri's candidacy is greatly appreciated. 

HILO KONA 
811 Kanoelehuo Avenue - Hilo, HI 96720 74-5504 Kalwi Street . Kailuo-Kono, HI 96740 
Sales: (808) 935.2920 - Service: (808) 969.3112 . Parts: (8081 969-1651 Soles: (8081 329-8517 . Service: (808) 329-4520 - Parts: (808) 329-7724 
Now& PrbOwnsd Vehicles 175 Wiwools Stoat  - (808) 961-3015 



Dear Senator Norman Sakamoto, 

I am writing to express my support for Harvey Tajiri, a nominated candidate for Regent 
of the University of Hawaii. 

As a long time resident of the Big Island, and a UH-Hilo Alumni, I have had the pleasure 
of working with Mr. Tajiri on many projects to enhance our community and the 
University. He is a leader that we trust and works tirelessly to make sure the University is 
the best that it can be. He has a wide variety of experience, both as a businessman and a 
state legislator, that will enable him to advance our community's interest in creating a 
vibrant university. 

Please respect our community's needs and support his nomination. The University of 
Hawaii will be a better place if his nomination is approved and he is allowed to represent 
us in improving one of the most important institutions in our State. 

Sincerely, 

Kelly Moran 

62-225 Ouli Street 

Kamuela, HI 96743 



April 15,2008 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator: 

As an alumni of the University of Hawaii and a resident of the Big Island, I would like to 
ask your favorable consideration in the conf~rmation of Harvey Tajiri for the University 
of Hawaii's Board of Regents. I have never met anyone so passionate about the success 
of the University of Hawaii and have no doubt that he will be a valuable asset as a 
Regent. 

Although the University of Hawaii has always been Mr. Tajiri's passion, he has had a life 
long dedication to serving his community. He was born and raised in Hilo and received 
his degree in education from the University of Hawaii. His experience as a businessman 
and a former legislator has prepared him and makes him an ideal candidate for the 
position of Regent. Throughout most of his career and as a legislator he has had a keen 
interest in the University system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui Ka Ua in Hilo, a non-profit 
organization committed to initiating community involvement in the long-range strategic 
planning of UHn including facilities and program development and financial and 
manpower support for various university programs and initiatives. 

The organization has about 100 members at the present time and has sponsored "Meet the 
Faculty" functions, participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted in classroom 
improvements at UHH. 

I believe Mr. Tajiri is highly qualified to serve and will be a valuable member as a Regent 
of the University of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of Mr. Tajiri's candidacy is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Harry M. Yada 
24 Kaulana Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 



RE: Harvey Tajiri, Nominee Board of Regents University of Hawaii. 

I am Arlen W. Bento and supporting Harvey Tajiri, in his confirmation to the 
Board of Regents at the University of Hawaii 
I have known Harvey for over 25 years as a friend and family man, as well as 
businessman, 
sportsman and community supporter. He was an effective member of the 
Hawaii County Council and served in the state legislature for many years 
where I worked for him as a legislative aide. After he retired from office, he 
continued to be involved in community activities. Through the years he has 
demonstrated his willingness to work for the betterment of the community and the 
state of Hawaii. His wealth of knowledge and experience will be as asset to the 
Board of Regents. 

Sincerely 
Arlen W. Bento Sr. 



Judith Fox-Goldstein 
1236 Moku Place 

Hilo, Hawai'l 96720 

April 15, 2008 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator Sakamoto: 

I am submitting this letter in support of the selection and consideration of 
Mr. Harvey Tajiri as a candidate for the Board of Regents. 

Mr. Tajiri's name has always been synonymous with service, dedication and 
community. As a native son of Hilo, he chose to receive his education and 
degree from the University of Hawai'i. With his degree in education combined 
with his business acumen, and his proficiency and knowledge of the legislative 
process, Mr. Tajiri makes an ideal candidate for this prestigious position. 

In addition to his extensive experience, Mr. Tajiri has a passion for the University 
that is uncompromised and infectious. He is committed to improving the system, 
enhancing the educational experience for students, blending the community with 
the academy and making Hilo a University town. His enthusiasm is authentic, his 
talent and commitment outstanding and unquestionable. It is thrilling to have a 
candidate of his exceptional experience and dedication be considered for this 
appointment. 

Please accept my endorsement and recommendation for Mr. ~ a r v k ~  Tajiri as a 
candidate for appointment to the Board of Regents for the University of Hawai'i. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judith Fox-Goldstein 
1236 Moku Place 
Hilo, Hawai'l 96720 
808 974-7555 



April 15,2008 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator: 

As an individual interested in the future of the University, I ask for your consideration 
and recommendation of Mr. Tajiri as a candidate for Regent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to sewing his community. He was born and 
raised in Hilo and received his degree in education from the University of Hawaii. His 
experience as a businessman and a former legislator has prepared him and makes him an 
ideal candidate for the position of Regent. Throughout most of his career and as a 
legislator he has had a keen interest in the University system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui Ka Ua in Hilo, a non-profit 
organization committed to initiating community involvement in the long-range strategic 
planning of UHH, including facilities and program development and fmancial and 
manpower support for various university programs and initiatives. 

The organization has about 100 members at the present time and has sponsored "Meet the 
Faculty" functions, participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted in classroom 
improvements at UHH. 

I believe Mr. Tajiri is highly qualified to serve and will be a valuable member as a Regent 
of the University of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of Mr. Tajiri's candidacy is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Eugene Nishimura 
158 Hokulani Street 
Hilo, HI 96720 



cb D. Buyers Enterprises, LLC 

26-238 Hawaii Belt Road 
Hilo, HI 96720 
Telephone: (808) 969-8 I90 
Facsimile: (808) 969-8152 
Email: hkanakanui@dbuyers.com 

April 15,2008 

Senator Norman Sakamoto 
sakamoto2@,ca~itol.hawaii.gov 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Taiiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator: 

As individual interested in the hture of the University, I ask for your consideration and 
recommendation of Mr. Tajiri as a candidate for Regent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to serving our community. He was born and raised in 
Hilo and received his degree in education &om the University of Hawaii. His experience as a 
businessman and a former legislator has prepared him and makes him an ideal candidate for the 
position of Regent. He has had a keen interest in the University system throughout most of his 
career and as a legislator 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui Ka Ua in Hilo, a non-profit 
organization committed to initiating community involvement in the long-range strategic planning 
of UHH, including facilities and program development and financial and manpower support for 
various university programs and initiatives. 

The organization has about 100 members at the present time and has sponsored 'Meet the 
Faculty" hct ions ,  participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted in classroom 
improvements at UHH. 

I believe Mr. Tajiri is highly qualified to serve and will add significant value as a Regent of the 
University of Hawaii. Please consider Mr. Tajiri's candidacy for Regent. 

Sincerely, 

Haidee 0. Kanakanui 
hfinnnner 



April 15, 2008 

Senator Norman Sakamoto 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator: 

As an individual interested in the future of the University, I ask for your 
consideration and recommendation of Mr. Tajiri as a candidate for Regent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to serving his community. He was born 
and raised in Hilo and received his degree in education from the University of 
Hawaii. His experience as a businessman and a former legislator has prepared 
him and makes him an ideal candidate for the position of Regent. Throughout 
most of his career and as a legislator he has had a keen interest in the University 
system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui Ka Ua in Hilo, a non- 
profit organization committed to initiating community involvement in the long- 
range strategic planning of UHH, including facilities and program development 
and financial and manpower support for various university programs and 
initiatives. 

The organization has about 100 members at the present time and has sponsored 
"Meet the Faculty" functions, participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted 
in classroom improvements at UHH. 

I personally know Mr Tajiri and I believe he is highly qualified to serve and will be 
a valuable member as a Regent of the University of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of Mr. Tajiri's candidacy is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Steven J. Jacunski 



April 15, 2008 

Senator Norman Sakamoto 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator: 

As an individual interested in the future of the University, I ask for your 
consideration and recommendation of Mr. Tajiri as a candidate for Regent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to sewing his community. He was born 
and raised in Hilo and received his degree in education from the University of 
Hawaii. His experience as a businessman and a former legislator has prepared 
him and makes him an ideal candidate for the position of Regent. Throughout 
most of his career and as a legislator he has had a keen interest in the University 
system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui Ka Ua in Hilo, a non- 
profit organization committed to initiating community involvement in the long- 
range strategic planning of UHH, including facilities and program development 
and financial and manpower support for various university programs and 
initiatives. 

The organization has about 100 members at the present time and has sponsored 
"Meet the Faculty" functions, participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted 
in classroom improvements at UHH. 

I personally know Mr Tajiri and I believe he is highly qualified to serve and will be 
a valuable member as a Regent of the University of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of Mr. Tajiri's candidacy is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Jill Jacunski 



April 15,2008 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawaii 

Dear Senator: 

As individual interested in the future of the University, I ask for your consideration and 
recommendation of Mr. Tajiri as a condidate for Regent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to serving his community. He was born and 
raised in Hilo and received his degree in education from the University of Hawaii. His 
experience as a businessman and a former legislator has prepared him and makes him an 
ideal condidate for the position of Regent. Throughout most of his career and as a 
legislator he has had a keen interest in the University system and to help make 
improvements to that system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed the Hui Ka Ua in Hilo, a non- 
profit organization committed to initiating community involvement in the long-range 
strategic planning of UHH, including facilities and program development and financial 
and manpower support for various university programs and initiatives. 

The Hui has about 100 members and has sponsored "Meet the Faculty" functions, 
participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted in classroom improvements at UHH. 

I strongly believe Mr. Tajiri is highly qualified to serve and will be a valuable member as 
a Regent of the Univeristy of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of Mr. Tajiri's candidacy is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Glen Shigehara 
1270A Makani Street 
Hilo HI 96720 



Carol A. VanCamp 
HC2 Box 9547 

Kea 'au, HI 96749 

Phone: (808) 938-0828 - e-mail: cvancamp3@hawaii.rr.com 

April 15,2008 

Senator Norman Sakamoto 
Hawaii State Senate 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri as a Regent of the University of Hawaii Board 
of Regents 

Dear Senator Nakamoto: 

I am writing as an individual to support the nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for a Regent 
position on the University of Hawaii Board of Regents. 

I have known and admired former State Representative Tajiri for several years. He is an 
active and dedicated community leader, having volunteered for many charitable and 
educational organizations over the years. He also has a strong professional background 
in business, which will be an asset to the Board of Regents. 

On the Big Island, Harvey is well known for his dedication and commitment to the 
University of Hawaii (alumni) and to the University of Hawaii at Hilo as a member of the 
Hilo community. In 2005, Harvey and other UHH supporters formed Hui Ka Ua, a non- 
profit organization committed to lending support and input to UHH. With 100+ 
members, Hui Ka Ua has been contributing manpower, funds and ideas to help make 
UHH a better place for higher education on the Big Island. 

I can't think of an individual who would be more qualified and dedicated to representing 
our area on the UH Board of Regents. I urge the Senate's confirmation of his 
nomination. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. Thank you for 
your support. 

Sincerely, 

Carol A. VanCamp 

sakamoto2



April 15, 2008 

Senator Norii~an Saltamoto 
saltamoto2@capitol.ha\vaii.g0\~ 

Re: Non~inatic~n orHarvey S. Tajiri Tor Kegail oTLhe University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator Saltamoto: 

As an individual interested in the future of the ilniversity of Hawai'i, [ ask for yoi~r 
consitleration and recorn~nendatio~~ of Mr. Tajiri as a candidaie lor Regent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life lorig dedicatioli to serving his community. He was boin and 
raised in Hilo and received his degree in education from the University of Hawaii. His 
experiencc as a businessiiiaii and a forliicr legislator has prepared him and makes him all 
ideal candidate for t l ~ e  position of Regent. Throughout most of his career and as a 
legislator he has had a lteerl inlertsl in the University system. One of Mr. Tajiri's 
attributes is one of a visioiiar)~. This is an excellent quality to have for this position. 

In 2005: Harvey and nthel. inleresletl indi\~iciuals forincd Hui IQd iJa in I-lilo, a nnn-l~ro.fit 
organization committed to initiating coni~nunity involvemelit in the long-range strategic 
pli~l~ning of' l!Fltl, inclutlii~g hcilifies slid program tlevelop~ne~.~l iind financial anti 
inaii:iox.~,cr slippo~\. for \.arious univci-sity progralms and inilintives. 

T11c organi7,atio11 Ir;u abuut 100 ~iienlk>e~:; at the 111~osenl time and has sponsoretl "Mccr thc 
Faculty" fuiic.tio~~s, pariicipatecl in gsatluzition ccranonies and assisted in classl.oc?n~ 
i~nl~rouements al [!I-71-1. 

L believe hll:.. "l':ljiri is lliglily ilwlificil lo seive and wili be a vaiuablc member as ;I Regelit 
of the Ll~ii\:ersitv ofFla\\:aii. 

Your  consideration oi'V1r. -l'aji~-i's cantliclacy is appreciated. 

,// Sii~nes K. Nakagnwa 
350 laneke Pliice 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 



April 15,2008 

Senator Norman Sakamoto 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 230 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator: 

As individual interested in the future of the University, I ask for your consideration and 
recommendation of Mr. Tajiri as a candidate for Regent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to serving his community. He was born and 
raised in Hilo and received his degree in education from the University of Hawaii. His 
experience as a businessman and a former legislator has prepared him and makes him an 
ideal candidate for the position of Regent. Throughout most of his career and as a 
legislator he has had a keen interest in the University system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui Ka Ua in Hilo, a non-profit 
organization committed to initiating community involvement in the long-range strategic 
planning of UHH, including facilities and program development and financial and - - - - 
manpower support for various university programs and initiatives. 

The organization has about 100 members at the present time and has sponsored "Meet the 
Faculty" functions, participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted in classroom 
improvements at UHH. 

I believe Mr. Tajiri is highly qualified to serve and will be a valuable member as a Regent 
of the University of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of Mr. Tajiri's candidacy is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

(?udim- 
Controller 
Orchid Isle Auto Center 
P.O. Box 4397 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 
(808) 935-1191 - Phone 
(808) 961-4691 -Fax 
carolinetBfordhawaii.com 



April 15,2008 

Senator Norman Sakamoto 

Re: Nomination of Harvey S. Tajiri for Regent of the University of Hawai'i 

Dear Senator: 

As individual interested in the future of the University, I ask for your consideration and 
recommendation of Mr. Tajiri as a candidate for Regent. 

Mr. Tajiri has had a life long dedication to serving his community. He was born and 
raised in Hiloand received his degree in education from the University of Hawaii. His 
experience as a businessman and a former legislator has prepared him and makes him an 
ideal candidate for the position of Regent. Throughout most of his career and as a 
legislator he has had a keen interest in the University system. 

In 2005, Harvey and other interested individuals formed Hui Ka Ua in Hilo, a non-profit 
organization committed to initiating community involvement in the long-range strategic 
planning of UHH, including facilities and program development and financial and 
manpower support for various university programs and initiatives. 

The organization has about 100 members at the present time and has sponsored "Meet the 
Faculty" functions, participated in graduation ceremonies and assisted in classroom 
improvements at UHH. 

I believe Mr. Tajiri is highly qualified to serve and will be a valuable member as a Regent 
of the University of Hawaii. 

Your consideration of Mr. Tajiri's candidacy is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy Eakins 
421 Ohukea St. 
Hilo, HI 96720 


