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Concerns for the future of the Hawalii

This morning, | speak to you as just one of thigfthe members of this
legislative body—a father of two sons who represendistrict where people
continue a mounting struggle with the cost of lguin

As | listen to these people, | realize how trulgytishare a deep concern for
the future of our state. We must recognize theistHor change.

In a little over ten months, we will face the vatethe people of our districts
who have given us their trust. We may see theieledf the first woman to
hold the nation’s highest office. We may also wss¢éhe day when a native
son of Hawaii is chosen as leader of the free world

This is not because things are changing, but becagsare changing.

Imagine a woman who breaks through the “glassnegilio take a seat in
the Oval Office. On Novembef'4we could break that barrier. Imagine a
man of color winning a state with under three-petdgack population.
Two weeks ago, we broke that barrier.

These events remind us of a hard truth: the fas€ebange will overwhelm
the status quo. The way things are is not the way will be.

You may be surprised to hear me say that. | hawe8mes been accused of
representing the “old boy’s club.” People, who gaat, don't really know
me.

| believe in my heart and with my whole being wa caake Hawaii a better
place. To do that, we must embrace change, nopasteal slogan, but as a
way of life.



A call for Hawaii to take charge of its own destiny

That’s why today, | am asking you, as represergatof the people of
Hawaii, to help us take charge of our own destiny.

It is not my intention to offend anyone here todden | say that we are too
complacent, too focused on our own individual consegand too accepting
of the way things are. Forces beyond our stataisrabwill work against

our shared beliefs if we do not act.

Maybe you don’'t agree with me. Well, as a wise ®éhator once put it,
“you are entitled to your own opinion, but you a entitled to your own
facts.”

We are thousands of miles away from the resoureesssary to support the
lives of well over a million people. So we mustrsfgcantly increase our
efforts to achieve greater sustainability. Our cotmmant to that effort will
truly help Hawaii take charge of its destiny.

Lessons from the Superferry controversy

Less than three months ago, this body was calledsjrecial session to
decide whether the Superferry would sink or float.

Dozens of protestors jumped into Nawiliwili harliorkeep the vessel and
her passengers from coming ashore. The governobaaesd when she
came to Kauai to help settle the dispute. Newsgag@und the world
were running front-page stories about the trouble.

This is not the time to reopen that debate, bisttie time to recognize
this is not the way to solve Hawaii's problems. €ontation may bring
temporary satisfaction to a few, but it will nev®mg long-term solutions
for the many.

Balancing environmental and economic concerns

The Superferry debate raised important issueghleutight choice for
Hawaii is to find a balance between our environmmkamhd economic
concerns, a balance that is sustainable. To takeyelof our own destiny,
we must recognize that good environmental poliay @asound economy
should work together.



This is the middle road we can find between thearkable extremes of

no development and uncontrollable development. fitaglle way
recognizes that a sustainable economy must firbubbewithin a sustainable
environment.

Hawaii’'s energy dependency and rising fuel costs

So let me begin with what | believe is our mostsgneg environmental and
economic concern—our total dependence on impodssilffuels—fuels
that cost us more and more each day.

The increase in their price shows up in the gabuye the electricity we
use, and the food we eat. Last year at this tineeptice of oil was just
under 50-dollars a barrel. Earlier this month fivade had doubled.

Hawaii is not far away from a day when the cogeofuel will start to play
havoc with our tourist-based economy. Some sagstdiready started to do
that.

You can be sure that many of our families are gfiing with rising gas
prices.

Why are we moving so slowly? Most of the energynged can be created
here at home. Are the threats to the status quaohenghcreasing appetites of
real estate developers standing in our way?

Renewing a call for energy self-sufficiency

Hawaii’s unique environment presents us with aranaleled opportunity
to lead our nation in the development of renewahblergies. Consider a few
possibilities:

Ethanol from sugarcane is more than five timesnasgy efficient as
ethanol produced from corn, and it significantlguees green house gas
emissions.

| realize there are considerable challenges sudiagrthe increased
production of sugarcane and other bio-fuel cropsues of water rights

and infrastructure; issues that will require ushange our land use policies.
But wouldn’t most of us rather gaze at a sugardate that helps power our
cars, than a field of high-rise condos built fog tiffshore rich.



Leeward Oahu, Molokali, Lanai and western Maui heae of the best
solar energy resources in the nation. And yet we nardly begun to tap
their potential.

The U.S. Department of Energy says Hawaii has w@sdurces consistent
with utility-scale production. Every single oneafr islands has potential
for generating power from wind.

Lanai and Maui already have a start, but thereushmwe can do to
accelerate the permitting of renewable energy agveént.

Kauai is the wettest spot on Earth and yet we llave almost nothing to
develop hydropower as a potential resource. The DePartment of Energy
estimates that Kauai has hydropower resources égaalout 70-percent of
its electricity needs.

Wave energy development lies just over the hori¥da.sure have plenty of
waves just waiting for that day.

Local renewable energy development requires signdant changes

Let me be candid with you, too many of us in thamber cling to the status
quo.

All of these alternative energies will require lolganges: changes in how we
view our landscapes, changes in state supportsleaetl changes in our
willingness to be energy efficient and conservagne

In the end, achieving better energy efficiency pratticing conservation
are the two most immediate ways we can decreasgem@ndence on
outside resources.

If we could just produce half of Hawaii’'s energye would add at least two
billion dollars to the state’s economy. And the mpitays here, not in a
bank somewhere in Texas or the Middle East. Thm®vg we will begin to
take charge of our own destiny.

UH professors provide a symbol of what can be done

Members, the plant on your desks is a symbol oftwigacan do. The pot for
that plant contains a charcoal additive that has lgganted a U.S. patent for



its unique properties. The charcoal acts to impsmikfertility, and it also
has significant potential as an alternative fugs made from green waste
and has the potential for wide-scale commercial use

The man who developed this technology is here usttoday. Michael
Antal, distinguished professor of renewable eneegpurces, from the UH
School of Ocean and Earth Science and Technologlyhs wife, Ann.

We also recognize Goro Uehara, from the univeisiBepartment of
Tropical Plant and Soil Sciences, who is workinghvidr. Antal to develop
agricultural applications for his patented process.

These two men are helping invent our future, amavga sustainable
economy here in Hawaii.

Including Hawaii’'s next generation in decision makng

Members, if Hawaii is to take charge of its owntags we must take a
closer look at another change we will need to make.

The young adults of this state have virtually nat e the table where the
real decisions are made. This is wrong and it wasksur disadvantage.

Generation X is now entering its late thirties @adly forties. Members of
this generation founded Google, Yahoo, MySpacel, Betl YouTube.
Those are billion-dollar tech companies. Shouldeweect less of those who
follow from Generation Y?

We will never know unless we open up our institasipour committees and
boardrooms, to provide the kind of access to lesdderthese young people
deserve. The decisions we are making now will @efireir future. It is our
duty and responsibility to give them a say in fiaédre.

A call to fix unsatisfactory facilities at UH

All of us are saddened by the decision of UH fobhtb@ach, June Jones, to
leave Hawaii. We wish him well. Regrettably, hipddure draws attention
to a badly neglected problem at the university:déplorable condition of
many of its facilities.



Lack of adequate attention to this problem is leganany of the best
faculty members at the university to consider legvMWe cannot allow this
to happen.

Regardless of the tough budget problems we fasey#ar, we must find the
money to help the university deal with this crisipromise you, on behalf of
the fifty-one members of this chamber, we will do share.

Stand and join us now, as a symbol of our commitrteachieve this goal,
and in recognition of the many outstanding works h#t3 achieved in its
first 100 years.

A local newspaperman forecasts a future for Hawaii

A Honolulu newspaperman known as A. A. Bud Smyserteva report
entitled, “Hawaii’'s Future in the Pacific.” Let nnead you part of what he
said:

“Unless growth is carefully paced, increased afgtiwiill bring with it
the threat of environmental overload—destructiomieWw planes and
beauty; air, water and noise pollution; strainirapsportation and utility
services beyond their capacities; crowding of beacharks and other
public facilities.”

“These developments in turn, could impose heavyective costs on the
tax-paying public. Serious overcrowding issuesaalyeexist in many
parts of Hawaii.”

Smyser wrote those words, 20 years ago.

Members of the House, we have crossed the thresid@dyser’s
prediction and we must act now to save the Hawaikmow and love.




