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REGULAR SESSION OF 2008 W JNzs a2t

COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES AND PUBLIC HOUSING

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Thara, Jr., Vice Chair

NOTICE OF HEARING .
DATE: Thursday, January 31, 2008
TIME: 1:30 pam.
PLACE: Conference Room 016
State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

AGENDA
RELATING TO THE NUMBER OF BLIND, DEAF, AND DEAF-
BLIND PERSONS IN THE STATE OF HAWAIL
Appropriates funds for a survey of the number of blind, deaf, and deaf-
blind persons in the State of Hawaii,

RELATING TO HEALTH,
Appropriates funds for hearing and vision screening for newborns,
children, and teenagers.

RELATING TO HEALTH INSURANCE,
Requires that hearing aid devices be included in mandatory insurance
coverage for medicaid and private health insurance.

RELATING TO SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED.
Establishes Internet access for the disabled program to offer free
Internet access to individuals who are disabled; makes appropriation.

RELATING TO EXEMPTION FROM GENERAL EXCISE TAX.
Exempts from the general excise tax, amounts received for selling
assistive devices. Defines assistive devices.

RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES.

Requires the department of naman services to dlsregard specified
assets for purposes of determining eligibility for certain public
assistance benefits.

RELATING TO TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY
FAMILIES. '
Directs the Department of Human Services to establish a three-year
pilot project, beginning with fiscal year 2008-2009, to conduct and
expand asset building classes statewide to serve individuals with
disabilities and parents of children with a disability in developing
skills.
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MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR ASSET BUILDING.
Establishes three-year pilot project within the department of human
services to conduct and expand asset building classes statewide to
serve individuals with disabilities and the parents of children with 2
disability.

RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES,

Appropriates fimds fo the department of hunan services for
independent living skills training for foster children and children being
released from foster care. Authorizes general obligation bonds for
transitional housing for foster children and children beu:ag reieased
from foster care.

RELATING TO HIGHER EDUCATION BOARD ALLOWANCE
FOR FORMER FOSTER YOUTH.

Allows a former foster youth to be eligible for higher education board
allowance until the age of twenty-one and for a period of five and one-
half years. Makes an appropriation for this purpose.

RELATING TO CHILD PROTECTION.
Establishes a grandparent preference for out-of-home placement of
children needing child protective services,

RELATING TO CHILD PROTECTION.
Permits a child's grandparent to participate as a party at certain child
protective hearings.

RELATING TO MINORS.

Allows minors to consent to entering into emergency shelters or other
homeless facilities when minors do not have a parent or guardian to
consent on their behalf.

RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES.

Clarifies the eligibility requirements of and expands the bridge to hope
program to enable all heads of households who are recerving financial
assistance and participating in the first-to-work program to pursue a
full range of educational activities as part of their work activities.

RELATING TO BRIDGE TO HOPE PROGRAM.

Expands the bridge to hope program 1o enable all heads of households
receiving financial assistance and participating in first-to-work to
pursue education beyond the federal limit of one-year of vocational
education.
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SB 2226 MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE STATE COMMISSION  HSP, WAM

Testi ON FATHERHOOD.

~gsamony Appropriates funds for the state commission on fatherhood.

8B 2162 RELATING TO CARE HOMES. HSP, WAM
Testimon increases payments for level of care for ARCH types | and 1, licensed

ALsmony developmental disabilities domiciliary homes, community care foster

family homes, and certified adult foster homes by 7% from $641.90 to
$686.83 for level 1 and from $749.90 to $802.39 for level {1 beginning
on 7/1/08. Appropriation.

Decision Making to follow, if time permits,
Persons wishing to testify should submit testimony in one of the following ways at least 24 hours prior to the hearing:
* Inperson: 1 copy of their testimony to the committee clerk, Room 226, State Capitol,

» By fax: Testimony may be faxed if less than 5 pages in length, to the Senate Sergeant-At-Arms Office at 386-6659 or
1-800-586-66359 (toll free for neighbor islands), at least 24 hours prior to the hearing. When faxing, please indicate to
which committee the testimony is being submitted and the date and time of the hearing,

s By Email; Testimony may be emailed if less than 5 pages in length, to the Legislature's Public Access Room at
testimony@capitolhawaii.gov. Please indicate to which committes the testimony is being submitted and the date and
time of the hearing. Email sent to individual offices or any other Senate office will not be accepted.

If you require special assistance or auxiliary aids or services to participate in the public hearing process (i.e., sign or foreign
language interpreter or wheelchair accessibility), please contact the committee clerk 24 hours prior to the hearing so
arrangements can be made.

Please note: Documents made available through the Testimony hyperlink(s) above may not be posted until the start of the
hearing.

Public Folder. A folder labeled “Public Folder” containing the measures and testimonies for the hearing will be available for
shared use by members of the public.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT 586-6130.

Srmanay i Oalilans

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland
Chair
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