STAND. COM. REP, NO. sqq

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 16 100/
RE: $.B. No. 1727
S.D. 1

Honorable Colleen Hanabusa
Pregident of the Senate
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2007

State of Hawaili

Madam:

Your Committee on Human Services and Public Housging, to which
was referred S5.B. No. 1727 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO QUEST ENROLLMENT, "
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to eliminate the cap on
enrollment in the QUEST program and to make individuals at or
below three hundred per cent of the federal poverty level
eligible; to direct the Department of Human Services to apply for
an amendment of the state waiver from the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services; and to appropriate funds for this purpose.

The Hawal'l Primary Care Association and the Healthcare
Association of Hawaii submitted testimony in support of this
measure. The Department of Human Services submitted testimony in
support of the intent of this measure.

Your Committee received a statement from the Department of
Human Services that this measure, 1f passed, would cost the State
approximately $304,216,614. The cost projection includes the
Aged, Blind, and Digabled population. However, it does not
include long-term care costs.

Your Committee finds that the current cap on enrollment in
the QUEST program prevents many adults, especially non-pregnant
women, who are income and asset eligible from enrolling in the
program. These excluded but eligible adults are at high risk for
not obtaining necessary primary and preventive care and necessary
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prescription drugs, and are more likely to incur or generate
unnecessary emergency room costs because of thelr uninsured

status.

It is your Committee's intent to expand enrollment in the
QUEST program by eliminating the enrolliment cap. Your Committee
has amended this measure by:

{1} Reguiring the Department of Human Services to enrcll all
eligible individuals who are at or under one hundred
fifty per cent of the federal poverty level instead of
three hundred per cent of the federal poverty level; and

{2} Making technical, nonsubstantive changes for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Ag affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of S.B. No. 1727, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S5.B.

No. 1727, 8.D. 1, and be referred to the Committee on Ways and

Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services and
Public Housing,

%a’“nﬁ’C%%ﬁwd C?rffgﬁ £

ZANNE CHUN OAKLAND, Chair
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The Senate
Twenty-Fourth Legislature
State of Hawaii

Record of Votes
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing
HSP
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
<B®Ii1z21 | W’ waM Z ~15-07

[:] The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was io:

The Recommendation is:

[:] Pass, unamended @/ Pass, with amendments [ | Hold [:] Recommit

2312 2311 ' 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
CHUN OAKLAND, Suzanne (C) v

TOTAL | Y ” Z3 0

Recommendation:
[ﬂ Adopted l::l Not Adopted

-

Chair's or Designee’s Signature:

Distribution: Original 7/ Yelloy/ Pink

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 12/18/06



