STAND. COM. REP. NO. 7,0

Honolulu, Hawaii

F&H'é , 2007

RE: H.B. No. 875
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty~Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2007

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health, to which was referred H.B. No. 875,
H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to mitigate the critical
shortfall of paramedics in Hawaii by assisting students to access
the classroom and clinical training necessary to become mobile
intensive care technicians, also known as paramedics.

More specifically, the bill establishes a training stipend
program for emergency medical technicians who want to advance in
their chosen profession by enrolling in a state-qualified mobile
intensive care technician training program.

A facilitator from the Maui Emergency Medical Services
Advisory Committee submitted testimony in support of this measure.
The Department of Health submitted comments.

Your Committee finds that an estimated two hundred fifty
mobile intensive care technicians are needed by 2008 to fully
staff the State's emergency medical services system. The lack of
local training programs has made the shortage even more acute,
especially on the neighbor islands.

Your Committee also finds that the state-qualified mobile
intensive care technician training program requires classroom and
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practical training, with the latter offered only on the island of
Oahu. Thus, students from the neighbor islands must relocate to
Oahu for four to eight months for clinical skills training and
internship.

Your Committee further finds that state-~funded stipends to
train in an accredited eighteen-month program are available only
to employees of the City and County of Honolulu and to employees
of the Hawaii County Fire Department. Accordingly, many emergency
medical technicians who are not civil service employees are unable
to enroll in the mobile intensive care technician training and
internship program without financial assistance.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
875, H.D. 1, and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be
referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health,

C2L A

JOSHPA B. GREEN, M.D., Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives "k‘/( 1’0

The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health

Bill/Resolution No.: H’B g?\r H D / Date: 2.3 —p 4_

Committee Referral:

,\, 0 The committee is reconsidering its
H L J \ i I previous decision on the measure,

The recommendation is to: 3 Pass, unamended 0 Pass, with amendments

O Hold O  Pass, with amendments, for recommittal for further
consideration

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. GREEN, Josh, M.D. (C) v C

2. MIZUNO, John (VC) v

3. BELATTI, Della Au v

4. BERTRAM, Joe, III v

5. CABANILLA, Rida T.R. V.

6. RHOADS, Karl v’

7. SHIMABUKURO, Maile S. L. L
8. TAKAI K. Mark -
9. TOKIOKA, James Kunane L~

10. AWANA, Karen Leinani v

11. WARD, Gene, Ph.D. v’

TOTAL Q 0 0 2

The recommendation is: é/AdOpted
1 Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)
Vice Chair’s or d?'Wgnatur 3
*
g

Distribution: Original (White) ~ Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office




