
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REP. NO. 53 -08 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

- 
RE : H.B. No. 2810 

H.D. 1 
S.D. 1 
C.D. 1 

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say 
Speaker, House of Representatives 
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2008 
State of Hawaii 

Honorable Colleen Hanabusa 
President of the Senate 
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2008 
State of Hawaii 

Sir and Madam: 

Your Committee on Conference on the disagreeing vote of the 
House of Representatives to the amendments proposed by the Senate in 
H.B. No. 2810, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO WATER RATES," 

having met, and after full and free discussion, has agreed to 
recommend and does recommend to the respective Houses the final 
passage of this bill in an amended form. 

The purpose of this bill is to ensure that farmers operating in 
remote areas of the state are provided with affordable access to 
water by: 

(1) Requiring a public utility, upon receipt of a bona fide 
request for preferential rates for potable water used for 
agricultural activities and proof that the customer 
engages in agricultural activities, to provide 
preferential rates for potable water to be used only for 
agricultural activities; and 
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(2) Allowing the preferential rates to be subsidized by the 
water rates charged to other customers of the public 
utility. 

Upon further consideration, your Committee on Conference has amended 
this measure by: 

(1) Specifying that the public utility provide proposed 
preferential rates for potable water to be used only for 
qualified agricultural activities to the Public Utilities 
Commission (PUC) for approval; 

(2) Requiring preferential rates approved by the PUC to be 
subsidized by the potable water rates charged to other 
customers of the public utility if required as determined 
by the PUC; 

(3) Allowing the PUC, in consultation with the Department of 
Agriculture, to establish additional criteria for 
qualification of bona fide agribusinesses for water used 
solely for agricultural activities; 

(4) Requiring the PUC to allow the recovery of any reasonable 
unamortized costs incurred by the public utility in its 
previous rate case, provided that upon full amortization 
of the costs, rates shall be adjusted accordingly; and 

(5) Making it effective upon its approval. 

As affirmed by the record of votes of the managers of your 
Committee on Conference that is attached to this report, your 
Committee on Conference is in accord with the intent and purpose of 
H.B. No. 2810, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends 
that it pass Final Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. 
No. 2810, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf 
of the managers: 

ON THE PART OF THE SENATE ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE 

HB2810 CD1 HCCR HMS 2008-3876 

1lllllll1llllln#llllllllllllllllllllllllllll lllllll W llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~llll 



CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REP. NO. - 0 8  
Page 3 f 

Ad- 
ROBERT N .  HERKES, C o - C h a i r  
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Hawaii State Legislature 

Record of Votes of a 
Conference Committee 

0 The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision. 

HEE, Clayton, Co-Chr. ITO, Ken, Co-Chr. 

KOKUBUN, Russell S., Co-Chr. 

SLOM, Sam V/ 

/ HERKES, Robert N., Co-Chr. 

MARUMOTO, Barbara C. 
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