STAND. COM. REP. NO. qu ;—08

Honolulu, Hawaii

\4‘_’¢_”\,‘, 2008

RE: H.B. No. 2698
H.D. 2

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2008

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
2698, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO COURT-APPOINTED COUNSEL AND
GUARDIANS AD LITEM IN FAMILY COURT,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to clarify the rates paid to
court-appointed counsel and guardians ad litem by establishing the
following rates:

(1) $90 an hour for in-court services provided by an
attorney licensed to practice law in the state; and

(2) $60 an hour for:

(A) Out-of-court services provided by an attorney
licensed to practice law in the state; and

(B) All services provided by a person who is not an
attorney licensed to practice law in the state,
whether performed in-court or out-of-court.

The Judiciary supported this bill.

Your Committee understands the importance of court-appointed
counsel and guardians ad litem in protecting the interests of many
members of our society. Your Committee also understands that,
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despite the current and proposed statutory fee structure based on
hourly services, compensation for a large number of cases in our
state is based on several fixed-fee contracts for services. Your
Committee continues to seek clarification of the statutory basis
required, if any, for payment for these services by fixed-amount
contract, and also wishes to reconcile the amounts appropriated to
the Judiciary based on hourly fees with the aggregate value of
such contracts, both in recent years and as proposed for the
upcoming fiscal year 2008-2009. Your Committee also requests the
Committee on Finance to examine current and proposed payment
methods for these important services based on these circumstances.

Your Committee has amended this measure by changing its
effective date to July 1, 2112, to promote further discussion.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2698, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it be
referred to the Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 2698, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

o Wil—

TOMMY WRTERS, Chair
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State of Hawaii \\QCK W%

House of Representatives
The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.

HB2698,HD]

s Committee Referral: Date:

(HSCR57-08) | HSH,JUD,FIN Z/A}/Of'

U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure,

The recommendation is to:

) Pass, unamended (as is) zEl/Pass, with amendments (HD) 2~ Hold
0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUD Members

Ayes (WR) Nays

Excused

WATERS, Tommy (C)

OSHIRO, Blake K. (VC)

-~

. EVANS, Cindy

1TO, Ken

1
2
3
4. GREEN, Josh, M.D.
5
6

LUKE, Sylvia

WAN N3

7. McKELVEY, Angus L.K.

8. MORITA, Hermina M.

-
-

9. SONSON, Alex M.

10. SOUKI, Joseph M.

11. TSUJIL, Clift

12. YAMANE, Ryan L

13. YAMASHITA, Kyle T.

14. MARUMOTO, Barbara C.

15. PINE, Kymberly Marcos

16. THIELEN, Cynthia

\\\\\\\\

TOTAL (16)

1>

3

Z
The recommendation is: .)Z/Adopted

If joint referral,

O Not Adopted
did not support recommendation.

ommittee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: /K Q %&
i) [

Distribution:

Original (White) —~ Committee

L6uplicat6 (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office




