STAND. COM. REP. NO. éoz.. -08

Honolulu, Hawaii

F‘ (7/5’, 2008

RE: H.B. No. 2503

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2008

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection, to which
was referred H.B. No. 2503 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL LANDS,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to permit the use of lands in
agricultural land use districts for agricultural-energy facilities
when the production, storage, and distribution of renewable energy
are integrated with an agricultural activity.

Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc., Maui Electric Company, and
Hawaii Electric Light Company testified in support of this bill.
The Department of Agriculture supported the intent of this
measure. The Hawail Agriculture Research Center submitted
comments.

Your Committee finds that the tight organizational linkage
between:

(1) The agricultural-energy facility;
(2) The operator of the facility; and

(3) The minimum area that is required to be placed into
feedstock production,

may result in the inadvertent exclusion of similar but not
qualifying agriculture-based renewable energy concepts from
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consideration as permissible uses, and believes that this bill
should be made broader to cast a wider net to encompass these
similar uses to allow and encourage more agriculture-based
renewable energy alternatives.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection that is attached to
this report, your Committee i1s in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 2503 and recommends that it pass Second
Reading and be referred to the Committees on Water, Land, Ocean
Resources & Hawaiian Affairs and Agriculture.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Energy &
Environmental Protection,

Cfﬂb¢¢444cAL;—Z?}levZZ~—

HERMINA MORITA, Chair
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House of Representatives
The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
Hp 2503 €er, WLH /A 2|12]o%

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ﬁ, Pass, unamended (as is) O Pags, with amendments (HD) 4 Hold
Ll Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EEP Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

£

1. MORITA, Hermina M. (C) /

2. CARROLL, Mele (VC) --—-

4. KARAMATSU, Jon Riki- B A S N —

5. MAGAOAY. Michael Y. A N R
6. SA Roland 1 T — A
7._SAIKL Scou K "—-

” 'THIELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL (8) 1 l
The recommendation is: ?, Adopted O Not Adopted
fj

joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronymq(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: \Jj\/\m U/VWVQX’

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office




