
STAND. COM. REP.

Honolulu, Hawaii

Fe ~ ~O' 2008

RE : H. B. No. 24 55
H. D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2008
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
2455 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CAMPAIGN SPENDING,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to improve Hawaii's campaign
spending laws by:

(1) Specifying that the noncandidate committee contribution
limit of $1,000 per election applies to corporate
contributions only when a corporation makes a
contribution directly from the corporation's treasury to
the noncandidate committee;

(2) Clarifying that all other corporate contributions shall
be subject to the same contribution limitation as that
imposed upon an individual or other entity; and

(3) Allowing surplus campaign funds to be contributed to a
political party by a retiring elected official without
filing an organizational report to run for office,
provided that in any election cycle, aggregate
contributions must not exceed $25,000 in any two-year
election period.

A concerned individual supported this bill. The Hawaii
Chapter of Americans for Democratic Action, Common Cause Hawaii,
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Kokua Council, Sierra Club, Hawaii Chapter, Funeral Consumers
Alliance Hawaii, Citizen's Voice, and many concerned individuals
opposed this bill. The Attorney General and the Campaign Spending
Commission submitted comments.

In light of certain suggestions made by the Attorney General,
your Committee has amended this measure by clarifying that:

(1) Any contribution to a candidate or candidate's committee
made by a person other than an individual from its own
treasury shall not be a contribution to or expenditure
by a noncandidate committee with respect to the
noncandidate committee contribution limit of $1,000 per
election; and

(2) Contributions by persons other than individuals,
including corporations, limited liability companies, and
partnerships, and other entities, organizations, and
associations, to a candidate or a candidate's committee
shall be subject to the same contribution limits as
other persons as provided for in the list of existing
campaign contribution limits.

Technical, nonsubstantive amendments were also made for
style, clarity, and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2455, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2455, H.D. 1, and
be placed on the calendar for Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

~v~
TOMMY WAT S, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.: I Committee Referral:
I Dat~/S /Or-

HB 2455 JUD

o The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) l1tPass, with amendments (HD) f o Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUDMembers Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

'ATF.RS "J(~) ..•.•~

2. OSHIRO, Blake K. (VC) /'
lANS,(':jlldy i~

4. GREEN, Josh, M.D. /

5. .·ITO,Kell .••••,7'

6. LUKE, Sylvia /'
7. 'vEy,AllgIlSL.K. i.~
8. MORITA, Hermina M. /
9. :'\, ,·AlexM. ./
10. SOUKI, Joseph M. /'

11. •TSUJI, Cliff ii.i~

12. YAMANE, Ryan I. ~

13.· Y}11\;1A~IH'T'Al{yle /
14. MARUMOTO, Barbara C. /
.15.PINE,I\.J i..!7"'J

16. THIELEN, Cynthia .7 .

TOTAL (16) c; t{ I 3>
The recommendation is: fill:. Adopted 0 Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

~~ V~
-

Vice Chair's or designee's signature:
{ ,

Distribution: Original (White) Committee '-5uplicate (Yellow) - Chief Clerk's Office


