STAND. COM. REP. NO. §4y-08

Honolulu, Hawaii

Fp"?l&l’ 2008

RE: H.B. No. 2159

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2008

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Energy & Environmental Protection and
Water, Land, Ocean Resources & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2159 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE NATURAL ENERGY LABORATORY
OF HAWAII AUTHORITY,"

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to appropriate funds for the
Natural Energy Laboratory of Hawaii Authority (NELHA) to prepare
an environmental impact statement (EIS) to support the
reclassification of an 83-~acre parcel of land in the County of
Hawail from conservation to urban.

Cyanotech and a concerned individual testified in support of
this bill. NELHA submitted comments.

Your Committees find that the subject parcel must be
reclassified to enable the continued development and expansion of
NELHA and consequently the research and deployment of alternative
energy resources. During the 1980's, Hawaii Ocean Sciences and
Technology Park (HOST) acquired the subject property from the then
develcoper of O'oma, who agreed to conduct an EIS for the subject
property. The EIS was never completed. Subsequently, HOST and
the Natural Energy Laboratory of Hawaiil combined to form NELHA.
Your Committees find that conducting an EIS is a matter of
urgency, while the matter of seeking the answer to "why" the EIS
was never conducted must be relegated to a lower priority.
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As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Energy & Environmental Protection and Water, Land,
Ocean Resources & Hawaiian Affairs that are attached to this
report, your Committees are in accord with the intent and purpose
of H.B. No. 2159 and recommend that it pass Second Reading and be
referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Energy &
Environmental Protection and
Water, Land, Ocean Resocources &
Hawaiian Affairs,

K mu/m,mpm

KEN ITO, Chair HERMINA MORITA, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives
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The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection

Bill/Resolution No.:

H22ie9

Commntte Referral:

EP/WLH, FIN

Date:

N> \os

U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.
/

The recommendation is to: E( Pass, unamended (as is)

O Pass, with amendments (HD) 1 Hold
O Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EEP Members

Ayes
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Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. MORITA HermlnaM (C)

J

-————
T S A N R A
Y A S A
sy | T
I T S N I A
-'-———

8. THIELEN, Cynthla

TOTAL (8)
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The recommendation is: il Adopted
If joint referral,

O Not Adopted

did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee’s signature:
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Distribution: Original (White) — Committee

Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water, Land, Ocean Resources & Hawaiian

Affairs
Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
HB 2159 EEP/WLH, FIN l/n./ax‘

1 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.
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The recommendation is: D/Adopted 0 Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
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