STAND. COM. REP. NO. q Sq

Honolulu, Hawaii

MalnZ 77

RE: H.B. No. 1909
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2007

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Judiciary and Legislative Management, to
which was referred H.B. No. 1909 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO STANDARDS OF CONDUCT,"
beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to strengthen public confidence
in elected officials as well as public officers and employees by:

(1) Requiring each house of the Legislature to establish a
bipartisan ethics committee to review ethics issues,
approve official travel paid for by nongovernmental
entities, and require additional public disclosures by
members and, if necessary, legislative employees; and

(2) Establishing additional ethics requirements and
standards for elected officials and state officials and
employees.

The State Ethics Commission and a concerned individual
testified in support of this bill. The League of Women Voters of
Hawail supported the intent of this bill.

Your Committees have amended this bill by:

(1) Removing the provisions establishing additional ethics
requirements and standards for elected officials and
state officials and employees;
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(2) Renaming the legislative ethics committees, "legislative
standards of conduct committees" (Committees);

(3) Removing specific Committee membership provisions and
providing that the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the President of the Senate are to
chair their respective Committees;

(4) Allowing charges of ethics violations by a legislator to
be filed with a Committee;

(5) Establishing a procedure by which charges are forwarded
to the State Ethics Commissgsion (Commission) for
resolution by the Commission, or if determined to be
outside the Commission's jurisdiction, returned to the
Committee; and

(6) For charges returned from the Commission, requiring the
Committee to file a complaint against a legislator if
there is sufficient cause, determine whether
disciplinary action is warranted, and if so, report its
decision to the legislative body.

Your Committee finds that establishing a permanent, intermnal
mechanism to oversee the conduct of legislators will encourage
elected officials to avoid not only conflicts of interest that
violate the State Ethics Code, but also any appearance of conflict
between their public and private duties. Your Committee intends
that the membership of the standards of conduct committees
established by this bill reflect a balanced membership that takes
action only by majority vote of its members.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Judiciary and Legislative Management that are
attached to this report, your Committees are in accord with the
intent and purpose of H.B. No. 1909, as amended herein, and
recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 1909, #H.D. 1, and be placed on the calendar for Third
Reading.
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Regpectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Judiciary and
Legislative Management,

25;34%4%Qéﬁi4<;Z}ZeQ¢v7QXA “Te %; e
MyzﬁAEL Y.@AO@&ai@ TOMMY WATERS, Chair
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State of Hawaii «
House of Representatives %‘R \9

The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.: Date:
H.B. 1909 3‘\'2007_
Committee Referral: JUD / LMG Q The committee is reconsidering its
previous decision on the measure.
The recommendation is to: [ Pass, unamended v g Pass, with amendments
Q Hold U Pass, with amendments, for recommittal for further
consideration
JUD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. WATERS, Tommy (C) 7
2. OSHIRO, Blake K. (VC) 4
3. CALDWELL, Kirk Ve
4. EVANS, Cindy Ve
5.. GREEN, Josh, M.D. 7
6. ITO, Ken s
7. LUKE, Sylvia ./
8. McKELVEY, Angus L.K. V4
9.  MORITA, Hermina M. v
10. SONSON, Alex M. -
11. SOUKI, Joseph M. 7
12. TSUJI, Clift Ve
13. . YAMANE, Ryan 1. V4
14. YAMASHITA, Kyle T. Ve
15. MARUMOTO, Barbara C. . v
16. PINE, Kymberly Marcos /
17. THIELEN, Cynthia v

TOTAL \ Z ‘ L‘-
The recommendation is: {Adopted

0 Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: %

Distribution: Original (White) —] Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — HMSO Duplicate (Pink) — Clerk’s Office




State of Hawaii k E l 9

House of Representatives
The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Legislative Management

Bill/Resolution No.: Date:
#B 1909 HP) 3-/-07

Committee Referral: 1 The committee is reconsidering its

\j L/ D / LM C% previous decision on the measure.
The recommendation is to: 3 Pass, unamended 8~ Pass, with amendments

O Hold 0 Pass, with amendments, for recommittal for further
consideration

LMG Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
1. MAGAOAY, Michael Y. (C) /
2. TOKIOKA, James Kunane (VC) /.
3. KARAMATSU, Jon Riki [
4. OSHIRO, Blake K. {
5. FINNEGAN, Lynn {

TOTAL L/‘ /

o

The recommendation is: Aﬂopted

U Not Adopted

did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office




