STAND. COM. REP. NO. L"-?\{
Honolulu, Hawaii

¢“_7‘ 5 2007

RE: H.B. No. 1595
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2007

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection, to which
was referred H.B. No. 1595 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PETROLEUM PRICE GOUGING,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to protect Hawalili consumers
from price gouging in the purchase of petroleum products during
periods of abnormal disruptions in the marketplace caused by
extraordinary adverse conditions.

Specifically, this measure would make the sale or offer of
sale of petroleum products at an amount that represents an
unconscionably excessive price during any abnormal disruption of
the market, an unfair or deceptive act in the conduct of any trade
or business under section 480-2, Hawail Revised Statutes.

Your Committee has received comments from the Department of
Commerce and Consumer Affairs and Western States Petroleum
Association. Your Committee also received testimony from one
individual in support of this measure.

Your Committee finds that H.B. No. 1333 mirrors the instant
measure, but is more precisely drafted, focusing on gasoline
rather than petroleum and specifically defining the term gasoline
for the purposes of determining an unfair or deceptive trade
practice. '
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However, the title of this measure allows this Committee to
address another related potential problem. Presently in Hawaii,
there are many residents that must rely on propane gas for cooking
in non-permanent shelters. Propane gas is another commodity that
may be subject to excessive price gouging, targeting a segment of
our State's population that is the most vulnerable to such
practices.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:
(1) Substituting the contents of H.B. No. 1333; and

(2) Making technical nonsubstantive changes for purposes of
clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 1595, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No.
1595, H.D. 1, and be referred to the Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Energy &
Environmental Protection,

N v — 7t~

HERMINA MORITA, Chair
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State of Hawaii “5“414
House of Representatives
The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection

Bill/Resolution No.: Date: i '
B 1505 21901
Committee Referral: U The committee is reconsidering its
EEP,CPC previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [ Pass, unamended d Pass, with amendments

Q Hold O Pass, with amendments, for recommittal for further

consideration
EEP Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
£
1. MORITA, Hermina M. (C) vV,
2. CARROLL, Mele (VC) Vv,
3. CHONG, Pono v/
4. ITO,Ken v
5. MAGAOAY, Michael Y. vy
6. SAGUM, Roland D., ITT v
7. SAIKI, Scott K. v/
8. THIELEN, Cynthia v
TOTAL g

The recommendation is: JAdopted

U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signatm :!
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office




