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STAND. COM. REP. NO. > 7

Honolulu, Hawaii

F&‘—‘? { , 2007

H.B. No. 1549
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2007

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred H.B.
No. 1549 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT
INVESTIGATION, "

begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this bill is to improve traffic flow by:

(1) Requiring the Honolulu Police Department (HPD) to
establish Multidisciplinary Accident Investigation Teams
(MAITs) to conduct expeditious investigations of serious
accidents on major roadways; and

(2) Appropriating funds for the establishment of MAITs.

The Hawaii Highway Users Alliance and several concerned
individuals testified in support of this bill. The Department of
Transportation Services of the City and County of Honolulu and HPD
testified in opposition to this measure.

On-site investigations of accident scenes and their resultant
lane closures cause numerous problems for motorists, including
secondary accidents and traffic delays. Recent traffic incidents
have caused delays lasting from between two to eight hours. Your
Committee finds that MAITs are used in many other cities of
comparable size across the country and that through the use of
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these teams, accident scene investigation times showed a
significant reduction, providing quicker relief to commuters.

This problem is a statewide issue, not just an issue
applicable to the City and County of Honolulu. Your Committee
further notes that although memorandums of understanding (MOUs)
and memorandums of agreement (MOAs) are often used between various
government agencies, use of MOUs or MOAs in MAIT investigations is
not feasible. Accordingly, your Committee has amended this
measure by:

(1) Removing the population restriction on the establishment
of MAITs, thereby requiring MAITs to be established in
the police department of each county:;

(2) Clarifying that the county police departments shall
enter into contracts with other state or county agencies
or the private sector to obtain the services of
personnel necessary to establish MAITs if necessary
personnel cannot be found within the ranks of the county
police department;

(3) Clarifying that the county police departments shall
establish protocols, as necessary, to coordinate
investigations of major accidents with law enforcement
and other authorities having jurisdiction over the
location of a major accident;

(4) Changing the appropriation amount to $1 and making the
appropriation applicable to each county's MAIT program;
and '

(5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1549, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1549, H.D. 1, and
be referred to the Committee on Public Safety & Military Affairs.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

oy ot

SEPH M. SOUKI, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives
The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Resolution No.: HE \ 6(/\- 0\

1190

Committee Referral: m

U The committee is reconsideriné its
previous decision on the measure.

[y
w

. PINE, Kymberly Marcos

The recommendation is to: O Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments
O Hold 0 Pass, with amendments, for recommittal for further
consideration
TRN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
_
1. SOUKI, Joseph M. (C) 7
2. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. (VC) 7
3. EVANS, Cindy -
4. HAR, Sharon E. L ~
5. LEE, Marilyn B. 7
6. LUKE, Sylvia 7
7. McKELVEY, Angus LK. 7
8. NAKASONE, Bob 7
9. SONSON, Alex M. 7
10. TAKAMINE, Dwight Y. 7
11. TAKUMI, Roy M. /;I
12. MEYER, Colleen Rose 7,
/7

TOTAL

The recommendation is: Wpted

0O Not Adopted

If joint referral,

committee acronym(s)

did not support recommendation.

/0@ i

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution:

Original (White) — Committee

Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office




