STAND. COM. REP. NO. S_‘g

Honolulu, Hawaii

F&H'é , 2007
RE:

H.B. No. 1478
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2007

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, to which
was referred H.B. No. 1478, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE STATE PHARMACY ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM, "

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to provide necessary medical
prescriptions to senior citizens in need by expanding the
eligibility for the State Pharmacy Assistance Program.

More specifically, this measure repeals an asset test,
increases eligibility by raising the household income ceiling,
mandates State Pharmacy Assistance Program applicants to enroll in
the Medicare Part D benefits program, assists enrollees in joining
and changing plans, and authorizes the use of program funds to be
expended on certain enrollee costs that are not covered under the
Medicare Plan D program.

AARP Hawaii and the Hawaii Aging Advocates Coalition
submitted testimony in support of this measure.

Currently, the State Pharmacy Assistance Program can not
fully support low-income senior citizens in need of medical
prescriptions. Some senior citizens can not afford the costs for
prescriptions because they lack sufficient funds and do not meet
certain criteria, such as the asset test or they have a household
income of more than one hundred fifty per cent of the federal
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poverty level, making them ineligible to participate in the State
Pharmacy Assistance Program.

Your Committee finds that repealing the asset test and
raising the household income ceiling from one hundred fifty to two
hundred fifty per cent of the federal poverty level permits the
State Pharmacy Assistance Program to provide senior citizens in
need with necessary medical prescriptions.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 1478, H.D. 1, and recommends that it be
referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce,

Dot

ROBERT N. HERKES, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

HoCK 51§

The Twenty-fourth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Bill/Resolution No.:

HB 1478, HD 1

Date:

February 14,

2007

Committee Referral:

HLT/HSH, CPC, FI

"

U0 The committee is reconsidering its
previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to:

Pass, unamended

O Pass, with amendments

O Hold L} Pass, with amendments, for recommittal for further
consideration
CPC Members Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

HERKES, Robert N.:(C)

McKELVEY, Angus L.K. (VC)

CALDWELL; Kirk

D4

EVANS, Cindy

ITO, Ken

LUKE, Sylvia

MORITA, Hermina M.

1.
2
3
4.
5. GREEN, Josh, M.D.
6
7
8
9

SONSON, Alex M.

10. SOUKI, Joseph M.

11. TSUJL, Clift

12. YAMANIE, Ryan L.

13. . YAMASHITA, Kyle T.

14. MARUMOTO, Barbara C.

15. THIELEN, Cynthia

MR (KRR (R X[ £

TOTAL

9

/’

The recommendation is:

Aopted

O Not Adopted

If joint referral,

did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

air’s 81 designee’s signature:

Distribution:

Original (White) — Committee

Duplicate (Yellow) - HMSO

Duplicate (Pink) — Clerk's Office




