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Report Title:
Taxation; Disclosure of Information

Descri pti on:

Requi res disclosure and internet posting of certain tax information to
the public by the departnent of taxation.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 752
TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE, 2007 H . B . N O .
STATE OF HAWAII

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATI NG TO TAXATI O\.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. Chapter 231, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is anended by
addi ng a new section to be appropriately designated and to read as
fol |l ows:

"8§231- Private rulings, witten advice, settl enent agreenents,

board of revi ew cases and attorney general opi ni ons and nenor anda.

(a) Unless otherw se provided in this section, and notw t hst andi ng

sections 235-116, 236D 15, 237-34, and 237D-13, or any other | aw

restricting disclosure of tax returns or tax return i nfornation,

private rulings, witten advice, settl enent agreenents, board of review

cases, and attorney general opinions and nenoranda shall be open to

public i nspection and copyi ng.

(b) The followng infornati on regardi ng di sputes settled by the

attorney general in tax cases shall be posted on the departnent's
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i nternet website for five cal endar days and pl aced on file in the

departnent's office:

(1) The nane of the taxpayer and the anount and type of

t ax assessed, or proposed to be assessed:;

(2) The amount of penalties and i nterest inposed or that

coul d have been i nposed by law with respect to the anpunt of

t ax assessed, as conputed by the attorney general:

(3) The total anpbunt of liability, as detern ned by the

terns of the settlenent, and the actual paynents nmade t hereon

wth the dates thereof: and

(4) The reasons for the settl enent.

(c) The hearing dates and tines of board of review cases shall be

posted on the departnent's internet website to provide reasonabl e

notice to interested parties.

(d) The departnent nay adopt rules pursuant to chapter 91 to

adm ni ster this section, including:

(1) Defining "private rulings", "witten advice", and

"settl enent agreenents": and

(2) Redacting certain confidential information as

necessary."

SECTION 2. Section 231-19.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is anended
by anmendi ng subsection (b) to read as foll ows:

"(b) For purposes of this section, the term"witten opinion"
neans a witten statenent issued by the departnent to a taxpayer, or to
the taxpayer's authorized representative on behalf of the taxpayer,

that interprets and applies any provision in title 14 adm nistered by
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the departnent to a specific set of facts. A witten opinion generally
recites the relevant facts, sets forth the applicable provisions of
| aw, and shows the application of the lawto the facts. A witten
opi ni on shall not include[:
(1) Any] any witten comunication fromthe departnent to
any person in connection with the exam nation or audit of any
person's tax return, or in connection with collection

activities relating to any person's delinquent tax liability[+

Li od and_i L
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SECTION 3. This Act does not affect rights and duties that
mat ured, penalties that were incurred, and proceedi ngs that were begun,
before its effective date.

SECTION 4. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed and
stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 5. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

| NTROCDUCED BY:
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