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STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

TESTIMONY
RELATING TO THE CONFIRMATION OF
LILLIAN B. KOLLER
TO THE DIRECTOR OF DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
PRESENTATION TO THE
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES AND PUBLIC HOUSING

BY BRIGADIER GENERAL GARY M. ISHIKAWA
DEPUTY ADJUTANT GENERAL

April 3, 2007
Good Afternoon Chair Chun Oakland, Vice Chair lhara, and Committee Members:

| am Brigadier General Gary M. Ishikawa, the Deputy Adjutant General for the State of Hawaii, Department
of Defense.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on behalf of Ms. Lillian Koller, Director of the Department of Human
Services.

I am in strong agreement with Ms. Koller continuing on as the Department of Human Services' Director.

Her reappointment is not only about leadership for the Department of Human Services, but the discussion
has to include what’s best for those in our community who do not have the opportunity to better
themselves.

Ms. Koller shares my vision that intervention is the long-range cure for many of the problems which affect
our troubled youth and young adults.

The Hawaii National Guard in partnership with the Department of Human Services has introduced a
program called "About Face” into many of the communities throughout the State of Hawaii,

“About Face” is a youth intervention program which started on Kauai with the first graduating class in early
2004, Since then, the program is operating in every county in the State of Hawaii.

As of June 2006, we have touched the lives of approximately 2,063 of Hawaii's youth. Ms. Koller has been
a strong supporter of About Face from the very beginning. We, the Hawaii National Guard, could not have
expanded About Face as rapidly as we have without Ms. Koller's strong support and great partnership.

Attached are testimonials by the students of the About Face programs. They are self- explanatory in their
appreciation for the skills and real world knowledge provided by the program. None of this would have
been possible without the leadership of Ms. Koller.



In closing, 1 strongly recommend Ms. Koller as the Director of the Department of Human Services.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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497 Nohea Street
Hilo, Hawai't 96720
February 5, 2007

Raenette Marino

Site Manager

Forward March

16-512 Volcano Highway
Kea'au, Hawai'i 96749

Aloha Raenetle,

I am writing to inform you of my new address; it is ttnhondonero@msn.com.

Also, 1 would like to thank you and Forward March for all your help with getting
me back on track, in believing that no matter how oid | get | am still someone with
a chance of hope.

it is through all your kindness, support and aloha that | am able to look at myseilf
every morning and smile, knowing that | am ready for anything and everything to
come my way.

Forward March has given me back a confidence that | had lost many years ago.

Mahalo,

=

p L
T ”’”’i?“!”“\

Tanya M. Hondonero



Faith Against Drugs, fnc.

=, 55 Kilavea Ave Hile, HI 96720

Janisary 13, 2007
To: About Face Program
From: Patricia L. Nobriga

Re: Terran G, Kaleiwahea Jr.

i am writing this letter so that | may express my appreciation for your program and for
the experience it has allowed my son and | to have. My name is Patricia, | am a single
parent, a full time student at the University of Hawaii, and | work full time at the Faith
Against Drugs Program in downtown Hilo.

What | experienced with my son that really touched my heart is when he would say
“Mom, | cannot be late or I'll lose my Job"”, What a statement, He really knew a big
part of the reality that we all live with today, Terran would aiso offer to fill out my
check book for me while in the busy grocery stores lines, he was confident and his
numbers were always neat and accurate. Thank you for allowing me and my son to be
a part of such a positive and encouraging program.

Working with people in Recovery and a lot of the Homeless here in Hilo, at Faith
Against Drugs, and | see that many times the root of their problems is the lack of
education and support in their lives, People need to be encouraged and they need
support. People also need other people who care enough to help them learn. As far as !
can remember being a teenager was not easy and | believe it is a very critical part of
life for both the teenager and the parents. Your Program gives our teenagers support,
encouragement, confidence, and educates them on some of the things they can look
forward to in the real world. Furthermore, it helps us single parents have a little more
coverage over our children. | cannot express to you in words how grateful | am,

I would, without a doubt, recommend your program to other families. Praise God for
such a blessed program.

S$z’ncewiiy

7,@1 &f/«"f‘ff z‘f 72 g‘;éf‘f‘
5atric1a 1. Nobriga “
Office Manager

Faith Against Drugs Program
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