STAND. COM. REP. NO. /&?&

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 2 3 1007

RE: o. 1628

n

.B. N
.D. 1
.D. 1

Honorable Colleen Hanabusa
President of the Senate
Twentvy-Fourth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2007

State of Hawaii

Madam:

Your Committee on Water, Land, Agriculture, and Hawaiian
Affairs, to which was referred H.B. No. 1628, H.D, 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HAWAIT MACADAMIA NUT PRODUCT
LABELING, "

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to enhance consumer awareness
regarding the origin of macadamias in food products.

Specifically, this measure requires macadamia nut package
labeling to specify the percentage of nuts by weight grown in
Hawaii and provides penalties for violations.

Testimony in support of this measure was submitted by the
Department of Agriculture, the Office of Hawailan Affairs, the
Hawali Farm Bureau, and the ILWU Local 142.

Your Committee finds that the macadamia nut industry is a
vital component of Hawaii's economy and proper labeling is
egsential in securing and maintaining the competitiveness of
Hawaiian macadamia nutg in the food industry. Your Committee
further finds that clarifying the labeling regquirements and
penalties for wviolations will enhance the effectiveness of the
labeling law in protecting the Hawaiian macadamia nut industry.
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Your Committee also finds that it is important to ensure
truth in labeling so consumers can make informed choices regarding
their purchases.

This measure wag amended to delay the effective date to
ensure further discussion on this measure. Technical,
nonsgubstantive changes have also been made for the purposes of
clarity, consistency, and grammatical accuracy.

Ags affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water, Land, Agriculture, and Hawalian Affairs that
is attached to this report, vour Committee is in accord with the
intent and purpose of H.B. No. 1628, H.D. 1, as amended herein,
and recommends that it pass Second Reading in the form attached
hereto as H.B. No. 1628, H.D. 1, 8.D. 1, and be referred to the
Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Affordable
Housing.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water, Land,
Agriculture, and Hawaiian
Affairs,

Runactsd A f—

RUSSELL $. KOKUBUN, Chair
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The Senatle
Twenty-Fourth Legistature
tate of Hawaii

_ ~ Record of Votes
Committee on Water, Land, Agriculture and Hawaiian Affairs
WAH
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
e 1023 HDI WAM cpy 3/21[o2

L—__] The commitiee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was {o;

The Recommendation is:

[:j Pass, unamended \ﬁl Pass, with amendments [j Hold [:] Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
KOKUBUN, Russell 8. (C) b
" TOKUDA, Jill N. (VC) |
AGA, Carol

FUKU

i !

D Not Adopted

Recommendation: -
opted

Chair's or Designee’s SZgnature: W\/

Distribution: Original (.~ Yellow
File with Commitiee Repont Clerk's Office

Pink
Drafting Agency

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
Revisad:

12/18/06



