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THE SENATE 77
TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE, 2007 S . C . R . N O .S.D.1
STATE OF HAWAII

SENATE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION

REQUESTI NG THE DEPARTMENT OF HUVAN SERVI CES TO CONVENE A TASK FORCE
TO DETERM NE THE NUMBER OF FREELY ASSOCI ATED STATES NATI ONALS
CURRENTLY RESI DI NG I N HAWAI | AND TO REVI EW THE | NFRASTRUCTURE
SUPPORTS THAT ARE AVAI LABLE TO THI S POPULATI ON UNDER THE COWPACT OF
FREE ASSOCI ATI ON.

WHEREAS, the State of Hawaii needs to determ ne a reliable nunber
of Freely Associated States citizens, which includes individuals from
the Federated States of Mcronesia, the Republic of the Mrshall
| sl ands, and the Republic of Palau, that have resettled in the State;
and

VWHEREAS, due to the lack of current and credi bl e census nunbers,
soci al service agencies and health providers are unable to plan and
adapt budgets to fit the needs of this popul ation; and

WHEREAS, state energency honel ess shelters are reporting as nuch
as ninety per cent Freely Associated States famlies utilizing shelter
services w thout anple budgets with which to serve this population's
vari ed needs that are substantially different fromthose of locally
resi di ng honel ess popul ati ons; and

WHEREAS, rates of tuberculosis, Hansen's di sease, and Hepatitis B
are reported to be high anong Freely Associated States citizens
according to the Departnent of Health, with no nandatory screeni ng upon
entry into the State; and

WHEREAS, this gap in screening places communities at risk and
makes outreach and treatnent services prohibitive and tinme consum ng;
and

WHEREAS, the State of Hawaii has no centralized plan for the
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provi sion of services for this popul ation, upon their arrival, and many
citizens arrive |acking | anguage and job skills and are in need of
various types of nedical services that tend to be chronic in nature; and

WHEREAS, there is little know edge anongst provi ders about
standard services and benefits for which Freely Associated States
citizens are eligible under the guidelines of the Conpact of Free
Associ ation; now, therefore,

BE | T RESOLVED by the Senate of the Twenty-fourth Legislature of
the State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2007, the House of
Representatives concurring, that the Departnent of Human Services is
requested to convene a task force to determ ne the nunber of Freely
Associ ated States nationals currently residing in Hawaii and to revi ew
the infrastructure supports that are available to this popul ation,
under the Conpact of Free Association; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force is requested to study
the needs of the Freely Associated States popul ation, including the
necessity of mandatory testing for comuni cabl e di seases upon entry,
and necessary services for establishing a conprehensive infrastructure
of support for nenbers of this popul ation; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force is requested to
I dentify and exam ne any regul ati ons or guidelines within the Conpact
of Free Association as they apply to the State of Hawaii; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Departnent of Human Services is
requested to report to the Legislature on the findings and
recomrendati ons of the task force no later than twenty days prior to
t he conveni ng of the Regular Session of 2008; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Concurrent
Resol ution be transmtted to the Director of Human Servi ces.
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