STAND. COM. REP. No.zw

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR - 3 2006
RE: S.B. No. 2973
5.b. 1

Honorable Robert Bunda
President of the Senate
Twenty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2006

State ¢f Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Tourism and Water, Land, and Agriculture
and Intergovernmental Affairs, to which was referred S.B. No. 2873
entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TC AGRICULTURAL TOURISM,"
beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure 1s to facilitate the use of farm
lands for purposes cf agricultural tourism,

This measure would:

(1) Add agricultural tourism conducted on a farming
operation as part of an agricultural district and as a
permissible use in agricultural districts, for the
enjoyment, education, or involvement of visitors if the
use is accessory and secondary to the principal
agricultural use and does not interfere with farm
operations;

(2} Allow a county to regulate agricultural tourism by
ordinance; and

(3} Exclude agricultural tourism from environment assessment
requirements.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Business, Ecconomic Development, and
Tourism; the Department of Agriculture; the Hawaii Tourism

2006-1883 SSCR SMA.doc

VA RCER AR WA



STAND. COM. REP. No.w

Page 2

Authority; the Maui Office of Economic Development; the Land Use
Research Foundation of Hawaii; the Maui County Farm Bureau; the
Hawail Farm Bureau; the Hawaii Agricultural Research Center; and
the Windward Ahupua’a Alliance. Testimony in opposition was
received from the Sierra Club Hawali Chapter and one individual.

Your Committees recognize the importance of agricultural
tourism as a means for bona fide farms to supplement their incomes
from farm activity. Your Committees are cognizant of testimony
from a grass and flower farmer that the small farms would not
benefit from this measure, because they do not have the capital to
invest in a tourism operation on the farm. Your Committees
believe that agricultural tourism may not be suitable for all
farmers, but this measure addresses the broader issue for farms in
general.

Your Committees find that many agri-tourism operations have
emerged that are more tourism than agriculture, due to current
land use law that is silent on whether agricultural tourism is a
permissible use on agricultural land. Agricultural tourism is a
unique product in Hawaill with its diverse agriculture that appeals
to many visitors.

This measure 1s intended to clarify the parameters of
agricultural tourism, while leaving the matter of regulation to
the counties which are better equipped to specify the regulations
by ordinance. Each county may choose its own extent of
permissible operations.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:
(1) Requiring a environmental assessment;

(2} Clarifying that overnight stays are not a permissible
use;

(3) Requiring counties to adopt ordinances to further
regulate agricultural tourism operations; and

{4} Changing the effective date te July 1, 2050,

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Tourism and Water, Land, and Agriculture and
Intergovernmental Affairs that are attached to this report, your
Committees are in acccerd with the intent and purpose of S.B.
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No., 2973, as amended herein, and recommend that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B., No. 2973, s5.D. 1, and
be placed on the calendar for Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Tourism and
Water, Land, and Agriculture
and Intergovernmental Affairs,

Reerts L et i

RUSSELL S. KOKURUN, Chair DONNA MERCADC KIM, Chair

frt VL

DAVID Y.~IGE{ Ch#r
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The Senate
Twenty-Third Legislature
State of Hawaii

Record of Votes of the
Committee on Tourism
(Bills and Resolutions)

Measure:* Committee Referral: Date:

SR 29712 ‘73»4/}%,;1/):@4 .L/z?/oé

D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If s0, then the previous decision was to;

The Recommendation is to:

[ ] Pass,unamended Pass, with amendments [ ] Hold [ ] Recommit

(2312) (2311) (2310) (2313)
Members Ayes Ayes(WR) Nays Excused
KIM, Donna Mercado (C)- -
NISHIHARA, Clarence K. (VC} gk’
ESPEHO wil | B /

TSUTSUI, Shan S.
SLOM, Sam == "=

\

TOTAL

Recommendation:
AT Adopted [ ] NotAdopted

Chair's or Designee’s Signature:

CM&W

Distribution: Criginal : Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency  Committee File Copy

*Do not list more than one measure per Record of Votes.
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- State of Hawaii '

~ Record of Votes of the
Commlttee on Water, Land and Agrlculture
(Bills and Hesolutlons)

Measure:* Committee Referral:
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I:] The commlﬂee is reconsidering its previous decision on this meastre.

If s0, then the previous decision was to:
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‘| The Recommendation is to:

ass, with amendments

Pass, unamended Mold |:| Recommit
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FUKUNAGA, Carol e

EMMINGS Fred
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*Do not list more than one'_measu_re_"per'- Record of Votes,



The Senate
Twenty-Third Legislature
State of Hawaii

Record of Votes of the
‘Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs
(Bitls and Resolutions)

Measure:* Committee Referral: Date:

SB 2973 TEM/WLA/TCA 3‘/‘}‘6/7—0 0b

|:| The commitiee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

Iif s0, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is to:

Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments |:| Hold D Recommit
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IGE,DavidY.(C) | v
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7
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BAKER, Ho_salyn H.

Recoemmendation:
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