STAND. COM. REP. NO.Qme

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR - 3 2006
RE: S.B. No. 2484
S.D. 1

Honorable Rcobert Bunda
President of the Senate
Twenty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2006

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Ways and Means, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2484 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR VOG MONITORING
STATIONS,

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds for the
installation of two vog monitoring stations, one at Mountain View
and one at Pahala on the island of Hawaii.

Your Committee finds that Kilauea volcanc on the island of
Hawaii has erupted continuously for twenty three years and has
emitted thousands of tons of gases containing sulfur dioxide and
carbon dioxide. These gases react with other chemicals in the air
to produce a visible haze, often referred to as vog.

Vog has been shown to cause a variety of illnesses, including
adolescent allergies, asthma, and other respiratory diseases. Vog
is also linked to bronchitis, cardiac problems and other medical
maladies related to the eyes, nose, thrcat, and lungs.

In response to the health threat posed by vog, the
Legislature adopted Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 135 in 2005,
to request the Department of Health to implement a vog monitoring
plan.

Pursuant to the recommendations made in the Department's
plan, this bill appropriates funds to establish vog menitoring
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stations at Mountain View and Pahala on the island of Hawaii that
are equipped with sulfur dioxide monitors and meteorological
equipment. The information from the statiens would:

(1) Be accessible to the public through an internet website;
(2) Provide timely notice on vog conditions in Hawaii; and

{3) Serve to document relevant data for the purpose of
establishing public policy on this matter.

Your Committee has amended the bill by:

(1) Changing the amount appropriated to an unspecified
amount to promote continuing discussion on the matter:

and

(2) Making technical amendments for purposes of clarity and
style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Ways and Means that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B,

No. 2484, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Third
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2484, S5.D. 1.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Ways and Means,

VA 0D /L

BRIAN T. TANIGUCHI, Cha\ij
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The Senate
Twenty-Third Legislature
State of Hawaii

Record of Votes of the
Committee on Ways and Means
(Bills and Resolutions)

Measure:* Committee Referral; Date:
SB 2484 WLA/EIA, WAM 221 low

D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If 5o, then the previcus decision was to:

The Recommendation is to:

D Pass, unamended E] Pass, with amendments D Hold D Recommit
(2312) (2311) (2310) (2313)
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TANIGUCHI, Brian T. (C)

TSUTSUI, Shan S. (VC)

ENGLISH, J. Kalani

ESPERQ, Will

FUKUNAGA, Carol

HOOSER, Gary L.

INQUYE, Lorraine R.

KANNQ, Brian

KIM, Donna Mercado

KOKUBUN, Russell 5.

NISHIHARA, Ciarence K.

SAKAMOTO, Norman

HEMMINGS, Fred

SLOM, Sam
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[N Adopted [ ] NotAdopted

Chair's or Designee’s Signature:
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*Do not list more than one measure per Record of Votes.




