STAND. COM. REP. NO.25 I '

Honeclulu, Hawaiil

MAR - 2 2006
RE : S.B. No. 2443
S.D. 1

Honorable Robert Bunda
Pregident of the Senate
Twenty-Third State Legiglature
Regular Session of 2008

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Ccmmittee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs, to which
was referred S.B. No. 2443, S.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TASK
FORCE TO DETERMINE VISITATION RIGHTS FOR GRANDPARENTS AND
HANAT INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE INFCRMALLY RAISING THESE CHILDREN, ™

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure isg to establish a joint
legislative task force to determine the visitation rights, if any,
of grandparents and hanai individuals with the children they have
informally raised while the children's biological parents were
unwilling or unable to do so.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs.

It has been reported that there are approximately fourteen
thousand grandparents and hanai individualg who are raising
children because the child's biclogical parents are unable to
raise the child due to circumgtances such as incarceratiomn,
substance abuse, divorce, death, or deployment. Many grandparents
and hanai individuals raise these children informally, without
intervention by the family court or the department of human
gervice's c¢hild protective services.

Your Committee finds that when the c¢hild is subsequently
returned to a bioclegical parent, the child's parent often prevents
the grandparents and hanai individuals from vigiting the child.

2006-1873 SSCR SMA.doc

AL ALARR DAL



STAND. COM. REP. No.2%‘\'

Page 2

Grandparents and hanai individuals have 1o legal mechanism to
permit them to visit the minor child that they raised when the
child's pbiological parents were unable oY unwilling to do sO.

The task force would examine the jagues related to
grandparents and hanail individuals informally raising children in
Hawaii and make recommendations LO the legislature regarding what
vigitation rights rhese individuals should have, 1if any, after the
children are reunited with their biological parents.

as affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs that 1is attached to
this report, Your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of S.B. No. 2443, g.p. 1, and recommends that it pass
Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee On Judiciary and
Hawalian Affa(';rs s
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The Senate
Twenty-Third Legislature
State of Hawaii

Record of Votes of the
Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs
(Bills and Resolutions)

#
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Measure:* | Committee Referral: Date: | i
5B 2443 SDL7 HMS, JHW V % ! 0/2)?
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[l The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. / y

If 85 ‘then the previous decision was to:

The Regommendation is to:

Pass, unamended [ ] Pass, with amendmentsv,.a/ [] Hold (] Recommi

(2312) (311) 7 (2310) (2313)
Members Ayes” | Ay6s(WR) Nays Excused
[4 & {;fl
HANABUSA, CqIIeen (9] / . //
HEE, Clayton (VC) ol Jare _ /
CHUN OAKLAND, Suzanne __ F A |
ENGLISH, J. Kalani SLaRN S : i

IHARA, Jr., Les

TOTAL / . O
Recommendation: A
[j] Adopted [] NotAdopted

N .
Chair's or Designee’s $ighatufet /™, — \

ii / fetA d/(/L**"'

AR A
Distribution: ~ Original, } Yellow Pink Goldenrod

File with Committag Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency ~ Committee File Copy

*Do not list more than one measure per Record of Votes.




