STAND. COM. REP. No.w

Honolulu, Hawaii

% 11 S

RE: S.B. No. 2364
S.D. 1

Honorable Robert Bunda
President of the Senate
Twenty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2006

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health, to which was referred S.B. No. 2364
entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Prohibit health insurers from excluding coverage for
injuries sustained by insured individuals as a result of
intoxication from alcohol or narcotics; and

(2) Establish and appropriate funds for a pilot program for
screening, brief intervention, referral, and treatment
to address the problems of addiction.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of the Lieutenant Governor, the Department of
Health, the Department of Human Services, the Department of Human
Services Office of Youth Services, the Department of Commerce and
Consumer Affairs, Mothers Against Drunk Driving, McCorriston
Miller Mukai MacKinnon, LLP, Hawaii Psychiatric Medical
Association, and two individuals.

Your Committee finds that under current law, insurance
companies have the option to exclude coverage for injuries
sustained by insured persons as a result of intoxication from
alcohol or narcotics. Health care professionals are often
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reluctant to link substance or alcohol abuse to an injury for fear
they will not be reimbursed for services rendered.

Your Committee further finds that repealing the exclusionary
option for insurers and establishing a pilot program that
addresses substance abuse issues at the "teachable" moment when a
person enters an emergency room is an effective approach to ensure
that needed health care and intervention are received.

Your Committee amended this measure to specify two pilot
project sites and the criteria for each. Your Committee wants to
ensure that one pilot program site shall be located at a major
urban trauma center in Honolulu and the other at a neighbor island
acute care hospital that has a high volume of emergency department
trauma traffic, a high percentage of substance use co-morbidity in
the emergency department population, and is in close proximity to
medical or allied medical educational facilities at or above the
community college level.

Your Committee further amended the appropriation provision of
this measure by appropriating $1,801,529, deleting reference to
positions and operating expenses, and making the expending agency
the John A. Burns School of Medicine.

Your Committee further amended this measure by making
additional technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the purposes
of clarity and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2364, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2364, S.D. 1, and
be referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on

behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health,

(Buaat X ke

ROSALYN H/. BAKER, Chair
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The Senate
Twenty-Third Legislature
State of Hawaii

Record of Votes of the
Committee on Health
(Bills and Resolutions)

Measure:* Committee Referral: Date:

SB 2364 H7H, wBm U306

|:| The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is to:

Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments |:] Hold [_—__l Recommit
(2312) (2311) (2310) (2313)
Members Ayes, Ayes(WR) Nays Excused
BAKER, Rosalyn H. (C) v
CHUN OAKLAND, Suzanne (VC) v
HANABUSA, Colleen p v’
TSUTSUI, Shan S. v
WHALEN, Paul v
TOTAL 4 o o |
Recommendation:
[Z( Adopted D Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature:

it Ctwn, CafLas

Distribution: Qriginal Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk’s Office Drafting Agency ~ Committee File Copy

*Do not list more than one measure per Record of Votes.



