STAND. COM. REP. NO. ,2\‘6

Honolulu, Hawaii

b2y

S.B. No. 475
S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2005

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred S.B.
No. 475, S.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO .PUBLIC ASSISTANCE,"
.begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to provide publlc assistance
recipients with adequate income by:

(1) Adjusting the standard of need as determined by the
federal poverty level for an unspecified year;

(2) Clarifying that households with minor dependents be
included in determining amounts of payment;

(3) Including the aged, blind, and disabled in determining
amounts of payment; and

(4) Providing that determinations of general assistance (GA)
allowances be based on standard of need, among other
factors, rather than on the total appropriations for GA.

The National Association of Social Workers, Welfare and
Employment Rights Coalition, Hawaii State Coalition Against
Domestic Violence, Legal Aid Society of Hawaii, The League of
Women Voters of Hawaii, and numerous concerned individuals
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testified in support of this bill. The Department of Human
Services does not support this measure.

Your Committee recognizes that this measure is long overdue
since it has been 12 years since the last increase in the standard
of need. Hawaii's needy families are unable to keep up with the
cost of living on payments they currently receive and with the
restrictions placed on GA.

Your Committee has amended this bill by:

(1) Requiring that the standard of need be determined by an
unspecified percentage of the federal poverty level for
the current year; and

(2) Making téchnical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity
and style. ‘

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
475, S.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 475, S.D. 2, H.D.
1, and be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
-Committee on Human Services,

ALEX M. SONSON, Chair
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State of Hawaii "l’ S m ' 24(,

House of Representatives
The Twenty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services

Bill/Resolution No.: ) Date: /
SB 475 SD2 GlrafoS
Comnmittee Referral: Q The con'{mittee?;reconsideﬁng its
HUS,FIN ) previous decision on the measure.
The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended X Pass, with amendments

O Hold _ O Recommit

HUS Members Ayes/ Ayes (WR) . Nays Excused
1. SONSON, Alex M. (C) . vi .
2. CABANILLA, Rida T.R. (VC) v
3. ARAKAKI, Dennis A. ' IR
4. GREEN, Josh, M.D. e
5. HALE, Heléne H. o e
6. KAHIKINA, Michael Puamamo S
7. KAWAKAMI, Bertha C. ) Voo
8. FINNEGAN, Lynn - v’
9. STONEBRAKER, Bud i L
TOTAL GD l . —

The recommendation is: Adopted

Q Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

% MQ/_L committee acronym(s)

[
; (7Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO

Record of Votes HUS






