STAND. COM. REP. NO. ‘3‘ 7-—06

Honolulu, Hawaii

A J 3 2006

RE: H C.R. No. 148
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatlves
Twenty-Third State Leglslature
Regular Session of 2006

State of Hawaiil

Sir:

Your Committee on Housing, to which was referred H.C.R. No.
148 entitled:

"HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT THE LEGISLATIVE
REFERENCE BUREAU STUDY THE CONSTITUTIONALITY, LEGALITY, AND
EFFECTIVENESS OF RENT CONTROL IN JURISDICTIONS WHERE RENT
CONTROL HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this concurrent resolution is to explore
solutions to Hawaii's affordable housing crisis by requesting the
Legislative Reference Bureau (LRB) to study the constitutionality,
legality, and effectiveness of rent control in jurisdictions where
rent control has been established.

Several concerned individuals testified in support of this
bill. The Hawaii Association of Realtors opposed this measure.
LRB and a concerned individual offered comments.

Your Committee finds that section 46-1.5(20), Hawaii Revised
Statutes, already authorizes the counties to enact rent control by
ordinance, and that it is unnecessary to study the
constitutionality and legality of rent control. The individual
counties, having different housing needs, are encouraged to
consider implementing rent control to ease the burden of Hawaii's

increasing housing costs.
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Accordingly, your Committee has amended this concurrent
resolution by:

(1)

Changing its title to read: "REQUESTING THE COUNTIES TO
STUDY AND TO CONSIDER IMPLEMENTING RENT CONTROL
ORDINANCES AUTHORIZED UNDER STATE LAW";

Replacing the request that LRB conduct the study with a
request to each of the counties to study and consider
implementing rent control;

Requesting the Attorney General (AG) to:

(a) Provide an opinion to the counties with regard to
the implementation of rent control; and

(b) Consider methods to improve enforcement and
compliance with the Landlord Tenant Code and to
strengthen sanctions against violators;

Referencing the state law authorizing counties to
implement rent control;

Deleting the acting Director of LRB and adding the AG
and county mayors as transmittees of the concurrent

resolution; and

Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and sytle.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Housing that is attached to this report, your
Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of H.C.R. No. 148,
as amended herein, and recommends that it be referred to the
Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto as H.C.R. No.

148, H.D.

1.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Housing,

kel P filldon

MICHAEL P. KAHIKINA, Chair




State of Hawaii

House of Representatives
The Twenty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Housing

HSCR 1317006

Bill/Resolution No.:

HCR W\ ¥

Date:

3/14 o

Committee Referral:

WS &, F/ NV

O The committee is reconsidering its
previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to:

O Pass, unamended

>¢{ Pass, with amendments

O Hold O Recommit

HSG Members Ayes/ Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
1. KAHIKINA, Michael Puamamo (C) /S
2. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. (VC) 7
3. ARAKAKI, Dennis A. _
4. GREEN, Josh, M.D. P /
5. HALE HeléneH. >
6. KAWAKAMI, Bertha C. 7 P
7. SONSON, Alex M. 7
8. HALFORD, Chris 7
9. PINE, Kymberly /

TOTAL

The recommendation is: >€/Adopled

O Not Adopted

If joint referral,

did not support recommendation.

AT G L

commitlee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee

Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office




