STAND. COM. REP. NO. éaq

Honolulu, Hawaii

\g&\,,’ ,7 , 2006

RE: H.B. No. 3139
H.D. 2

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2006

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health, to which was referred H.B. No.
3139, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to ensure and improve the
development of Hawaii's children educationally and emotionally, by
requiring childhood screening for vision, hearing, and speech
development after child reaches the age of four and before the
child reaches the age of six.

Family Voices of Hawaii and the Hawaii Chapter, American
Academy of Pediatrics supported this bill. The Department of
Health (DOH) supported the intent of this measure. The Christian
Science Committee on Publication supported this bill with
amendments. A concerned individual provided comments.

Yyour Committee has amended this bill by:

(1) Providing early childhood screening to children from
birth to eight years of age;

(2) Requiring a certificate of screening prior to a child
beginning preschool or kindergarten;

(3) Allowing families with religious objections an exemption
from early childhood screenings;
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Establishing the Hawaii Childhood Screening Initiative
Taskforce (Task Force) comprised of representatives from
state agencies, community groups, and family members of
children eligible for screening;

Directing the Task Force to make recommendations,
formalize referral protocols, address issues related to
physician participation, and evaluate compliance and
appropriateness of referrals;

Requiring that the Task Force submit a report annually
to the Legislature no later than 20 days prior the start
of each regular session, beginning with the Regular
Session of 2007, on the status of the early childhood
screenings program and any recommended legislation
necessary to improve the program; and

Making technical, nonsubstantive changes for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.

3139, H.D.

1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass

Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 3139, H.D.
2, and be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health,

O, RYAMY

DENNIS A. ARAKAKI, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The Twenty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health

(HECR &OF

Date:

02 [l ot

Bill/Resolution No.: Hﬁ &,9@ ‘Hﬂ‘?/"/

Committee Referral:

tr, AN

Q The committee is reconsidering its
previous decision on the measure.
P

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended

E'I/Pass, with amendments

QO Hold O Recommit

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
1. ARAKAKI, Dennis A. (C) e
2. GREEN, Josh, M.D. (VC) v’
3. CABANILLA, Rida T.R. v
4. HALE, Heléne H. v
5. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. o
6. SONSON, Alex M. v
7. HALFORD, Chris el

TOTAL 3 Zf o ?

mpted

O Not Adopted

The recommendation is:

If joint referral,

committee acronym(s)

did not support recommendation.

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

- —

Distribution: /Ori ginal (White) — Committee

Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office




