STAND. COM. REP. NO.Z?Q -06

Honolulu, Hawaii

rb"'. '\.l 2006

RE: H.B. No. 3126

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2006

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, to which
was referred H.B. No. 3126 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO RAPID IDENTIFICATION
DOCUMENTS, "

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to improve the ability of
emergency services personnel to identify those terminally ill
patients who have requested comfort care only, by:

(1) Deleting the requirement that the patient's physician
certify that the patient desires comfort care only;

(2) Deleting the requirement that the rapid identification
document used to identify comfort care only patients be
in the form of a bracelet worn by the patient; and

(3) Allowing the patient's lawfully appointed guardian,
agent, or surrogate acting consistent with the Uniform
Health Care Decisions Act, to direct medical staff to
provide comfort care only.

The Department of Health (DOH), Hawaiian Islands Hospice
Organization, Kokua Mau, Hospice of Hilo, and several concerned
individuals submitted testimony in support of this measure.
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Your Committee finds that persons who elect to receive
comfort care only, and not to be resuscitated by more aggressive
means when terminally ill, are required to be certified as such by
their physician in a comfort care only document filed with their
physician. In addition, they are required to wear an identifying
bracelet or necklace, prescribed by a physician, ordered through
only one pharmacy on Oahu, and made and sent from the mainland.

Your Committee heard testimony that the comfort care bracelet
has not been a very successful method of making known the wishes
of patients electing comfort care only. The process to obtain the
bracelet is difficult, and there have been times when the bracelet
was not seen due to clothing or other circumstances until after
aggressive measures were instituted. The amendments made by this
bill would allow DOH to choose a different option that would
increase the likelihood that health care providers give the level
of care that the patient desires.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 3126 and recommends that it be referred to the
Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce,

el 7

ROBERT N. HERKES, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The Twenty-third Legislature

Heez 214-0p

Record of Votes of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Bill/Resolution No.:

16 3/2@

Date:

Committee Referral:

e

2/8/00

O The committee is reconsidering its
previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to:

L -Pass, unamended

O  Pass, with amendments

Q Hold O  Recommit

CPC Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
1. HERKES, Robert N. (C) \/,:
2. SCHATZ, Brian (VC) v
3. CALDWELL, Kirk v
4. ITO, Ken v~
5. KANOHO, Ezra R. . el
6. KARAMATSU, Jon Riki v
7. MORITA, Hermina M. = v’
8. SONSON, Alex M. v
9. SOUKI, Joseph M. v

10. MARUMOTO, Barbara C.

v

11. STONEBRAKER, Bud

\

TOTAL

Adopted

O Not Adopted

The recommendation is:

If joint referral,

did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

. T . .
Vice Chair’s ordgsigned’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee

Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office




