STAND. COM. REP. NO. ézv -06

Honolulu, Hawaii

k’&w,v] , 2006

RE: H.B. No. 2778
H.D. 2 '

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2006

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
2778, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO LANGUAGE ACCESS, "

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to ensure and improve access to
state and county government agencies to people who may experience
language barriers because they may not speak or understand
English.

Specifically, this bill improves access to local government
bodies by:

(1) Providing that the Department of Labor and Industrial
Relations (DLIR) shall provide oversight, central
coordination, and technical assistance to agencies
covered under this bill in its implementation of the
provisions of this part to ensure that the provision of
services covered by entities meets acceptable standards
of translation or interpretation;

(2) Requiring that agencies covered under this bill shall
establish a plan for oral and written language access as
provided by administrative rules adopted by DLIR
pursuant to Chapter 91, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS);
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(3) Establishing and funding the position of a Language
Access Director within DLIR to coordinate and supervise
activities established by this bill and funding the
Director's office and staff; and

(4) Creating the Language Access Advisory Council (Council)
to advise the Language Access Director and provide
community input on:

(A) Implementation and compliance of state and county
agencies in their provision of language access
services; and

(B) The quality and adequacy of various language access
services provided by state and county agencies.

DLIR, Na Loio, the Domestic Violence Clearinghouse and Legal
Hotline, Hawaii Interpreter Action Network, American Cancer
Society Hawaii Pacific, Inc., Kokua Kalihi Valley, United Filipino
Council of Hawaii, Catholic Charities Hawaii, and numerous
concerned individuals supported this bill. The Department of
Health, Judiciary, and Hawaii Civil Rights Commission supported
the intent of this measure. The Department of the Attorney
General provided comments.

Your Committee has amended this bill by:

(1) 2Amending section 368-1.5, HRS, to permit persons denied
language accessible services by the state, counties, and
service providers receiving state or county funding, to
file a complaint with the Hawaii Civil Rights
Commission;

(2) Clarifying that the term "covered entity" applies to
state government agencies;

(3) Providing that no information shall be disclosed that
identifies an individual;

(4) Requiring DLIR to adopt rules pursuant to Chapter 91,
HRS, through which a covered entity shall develop plans
for language access;

(5) Clarifying that the provisions of the bill apply to
boards as well as other entities;
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(6) Requiring the Language Access Director to submit a
report to the Governor and the Legislature no later than
20 days prior to the convening of each Regular Session,
beginning with the Regular Session of 2007;

(7) Changing the effective date to July 1, 2096; and

(8) Making technical, nonsubstantive changes for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2778, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it be
referred to the Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto

as H.B. No. 2778, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

o=

SYLVIA LUKE, Chair
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State of Hawaii G
House of Representatives H S C K LZ4 - O
The Twenty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.: Date:

2
HB2778 HD1 (HSCR183-06) l14loe

Committee Referral: QO The committee is reconsidering its
LAB,JUD,FIN previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: O Pass, unamended E/ Pass, with amendments

O Hold O Recommit

JUD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

LUKE, Sylvia (C)

OSHIRO, Blake K. (VC)

-

CALDWELL, Kirk

KANOHO, Ezra R.

KARAMATSU, Jon Riki

MORITA, Hermina M.

SONSON, Alex M.

SOUKI, Joseph M.

R RN

. MARUMOTO, Barbara C.

10. THIELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL q )

The recommendation is: EKAdopted

O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: % )

Distribution: Original (White) — C?!mmittee Duplicate (Yellow) - HMSO Duplicate (Pink) — Clerk's Office




