STAND. COM. REP. NO. :;\1 i -

Honolulu, Hawaii

?&"’7,7 , 2006

RE: H.B. No. 2737
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2006

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred H.B.
No. 2737 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE HONOPOU DISTRICT OF THE
COUNTY OF MAUI,"

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to protect public health and
safety by:

(1) Resolving the issue of ownership of the Honopou Road and
Honopou Bridge; and

(2) Determining the costs of bringing the Honopou Bridge up
to standards that will allow access to Honopou District
residents by the Maui County Fire Department.

The Mayor of the County of Maui testified in support of the
bill. The Department of Transportation supported the intent of
the measure. The Department of the Attorney General (AG) opposed .

the bill.

A jurisdictional dispute currently exists over ownership of
the Honopou Road and Honopou Bridge in the County of Maui. This
dispute between the County of Maui and the State has resulted in a
lack of road and bridge maintenance, repair, and improvement.

Your Committee finds that this poses a safety hazard as emergency
crews are unwilling to use the road or cross the bridge to respond
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to emergencies in the Honopou District out of fear for their own
safety.

However, your Committee understands the concerns raised by
the AG that the AG lacks the authority to resolve issues of
highway ownership and jurisdictional disputes and that this matter
is better resolved by the courts. Nevertheless, regarding such an
important public health and safety issue, your Committee finds
that the AG can assist in resolving this matter. Accordingly, your
Committee has amended this bill by:

(1) Clarifying that the AG is required only to assist in
resolving the jurisdictional dispute over ownership of
Honopou Road and Honopou Bridge;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 2050, to
facilitate further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2737, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2737, H.D. 1, and
be referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

EPH M. SOUKI, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives =2/ 7
The Twenty-third Legislature // é CL b

Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Resolution No.: Date:

HB 2737 215706

Committee Referral: v D QO The committee is reconsidering its

] R N i previous decision on the measure.

/
The recommendation is to: [ Pass, unamended ;X\ Pass, with amendments

Q Hold O Recommit

TRN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

SOUKI, Joseph M. (C)

LEE, Marilyn B. (VC)

CALDWELL, Kirk

CHONG, Pono

ITO, Ken

NAKASONE, Bob

SHIMABUKURO, Maile S. L.

TANAKA, Kameo

Ol Nianslwiv=

YAMANE, Ryan L

10. MOSES, Mark S.

SINNRSRINS RN

11. STEVENS, Anne V.

TOTAL /1 O a0 0

i
The recommendation is: %Adopted

O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

wwg%b_@ga

. . . . L4 M
Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office




