STAND. COM. REP. NO. 88 -06

Honolulu, Hawaii

Fy‘—-' -7 , 2006

RE: H.B. No. 2162
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2006

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health, to which was referred H.B. No. 2162
entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO RURAL HEALTH CARE,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to increase the number of nurses
available to serve rural areas of the state by establishing the
Rural Nursing Program (Program) to provide loans to nursing
students, each year of which will be forgiven for each year the
nurse works in a rural area.

The University of Hawaii School of Nursing and Dental
Hygiene, Hawaii Government Employees Association, Hawaii State
Center for Nursing, Hawaii Nurses' Association, and Hawaii
Psychiatric Medical Association supported this bill.

Your Committee finds that Hawaii has a shortage of registered
professional nurses especially in rural areas of Oahu and the
neighbor islands. It is important to respond to such a need
rapidly and efficiently. 1In its attempt to find a solution to
this healthcare challenge, your Committee has amended this bill
by:

(1) Providing a funding mechanism for the Program by
establishing the Rural Nursing Program Revolving Fund
(Revolving Fund) ;
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(2) Appropriating:
(A) $1 to the Revolving Fund; and
(B) $1 for the administration of the Program,
to promote further discussion.

Technical, nonsubstantive changes were also made for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2162, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2162, H.D. 1, and
be referred to the Committee on Higher Education.

Respectfully submitted on

behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health,

. (Lt

DENNIS A. ARAKAKI, Chair
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State of Hawaii

Heew 88- 00

House of Representatives
The Twenty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health

Bill/Resolution No.:

HB 217

Date:

02/02/06

Committee Referral:

HLT veD, AN

QO The committee is reconsidering its
previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: O Pass, unamended

m, with amendments

O Hold O Recommit
HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. ARAKAKIL Demnis A. (C) v

2. GREEN, Josh, M.D. (VC) v

3. CABANILLA, Rida T.R. v

4. HALE, Heléne H. v

5. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. v

6. SONSON, Alex M. v

7. HALFORD, Chris ¥

TOTAL 7 P ° D

The recommendation is: Adopted

O Not Adopted

If joint referral,

did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signat

oL/ L—

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee

Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office




