STAND. COM. REP. NO. 376 -06

Honolulu, Hawaii

\,"‘4 ,é 2006

RE: H.B. No. 2078
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2006

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, to which
was referred H.B. No. 2078, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO FOSTER CHILDREN, "
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to give foster children the
resources and skills needed for independent living by:

(1) Requiring a foster child's natural parents to pay for
the child's car insurance;

(2) Requiring a foster child's foster parents to bear the
cost for the child's car insurance if the child's
natural parents are unable to do so;

(3) Requiring the Department of Human Services (DHS) to
provide written consent to allow foster children to
apply for a driver's license;

(4) Indemnifying DHS from liability in the event a foster
child is involved in an accident or a lawsuit resulting
from driving;

(5) Allowing higher education board allowances to be paid
directly to former foster children; and
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(6) Providing free mandatory minimum personal injury
protection, bodily injury, and property damage motor
vehicle insurance coverage under the state joint
underwriting plan, for minors whose natural and foster
parents are unable to pay for the minor's insurance.

The Hawaii Youth Services Network, Hawaii Foster Youth
Coalition, and numerous concerned individuals testified in support
of this bill. DHS supported the intent of this measure. The
Hawaii Insurers Council submitted comments.

Your Committee finds that many foster youth leave foster care
at age 18 without having learned how to drive a motor vehicle.
This bill will give foster youth the ability to learn this
important skill while still in foster care, and increase their
opportunities for higher education, employment, and successful
independent living.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 2078, H.D. 1, and recommends that it be
referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce,

[y —

ROBERT N. HERKES, Chair
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State of Hawaii a Sc& 3 7 ‘ - Dé

House of Representatives
The Twenty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Bill/Resolution No.:

HG 339 HO\

Date:

K> 006

Committee Referral: Q/'P t

O The committee is reconsidering its
previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: /Q{ss, unamended

O  Pass, with amendments

Q Hold O Recommit
CPC Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HERKES, Robert N. (C) o

2. SCHATZ, Brian (VC) ,

3. CALDWELL, Kirk ¥

4. ITO,Ken v

5. KANOHO, Ezra R. v
6. KARAMATSU, Jon Riki v
7. MORITA, Hermina M. -
8. SONSON, Alex M.

9. SOUKI, Joseph M.

10. MARUMOTO, Barbara C.

11. STONEBRAKER, Bud

ASRIAYN

TOTAL

< >

The recommendation is: /D/:(()pted

O Not Adopted

If joint referral,

did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designeeésiénature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee

Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office




