STAND. COM. REP. NO.L‘g‘

Honolulu, Hawaii

\,’&L—' |77 2006

RE: H.B. No. 2052
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2006

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred H.B.
No. 2052 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO FOSTER CHILDREN,™
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to provide additional protection
to foster children through the establishment of a foster
children's bill of rights that requires foster children to be
treated fairly, provided with a certain amount of privacy, and
reasonably accommodated with regard to the child's culture.

The Legal Aid Society of Hawaii, Hawaii Foster Youth
Coalition, Hawaii Youth Services Network, and numerous concerned
individuals testified in support of this bill. The Department of
Human Services (DHS) and Office of Hawaiian Affairs supported the
intent of this measure.

Your Committee heard a similar measure, H.B. No. 2077, that
also established a foster children's bill of rights. Your
Committee heard compelling testimony from foster children who
expressed a need for fair treatment and a reasonable amount of
privacy. This measure and H.B. No. 2077 both contained elements
worthy of further discussion.
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Accordingly, your Committee has amended this bill by:

(1) Removing some of the provisions that contain rights
provided for under the United States Constitution, State
Constitution, or DHS rules;

(2) Inserting rights relating to the competency of foster
care providers;

(3) Establishing provisions relating to foster care
providers to:

(A) Maintain confidentiality with regard to certain
information pertaining to the foster child;

(B) Be actively involved in the child's pending child
welfare case; and

(C) Receive reasonable notice before a foster child is
removed from the provider's care, except in cases
when the child is threatened with harm;

(4) Providing the child with rights relating to:

(A) The adoption of the child;

(B) Making contact with agencies and officials related
to the child's foster care;

(C) Maintaining a personal bank account and managing
personal income;

(D) Attending school and participating in
extracurricular activities;

(E) A transitioning plan for the child's aging out of
the foster care system; and

(F) The stability of foster home placements, when
practicable;

(5) Providing rights to early identification of family
members interested in serving as foster care providers
or having permanent custody of the child; and
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(6) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2052, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2052, H.D. 1, and
be referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on

behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services,

e —

ALEX M. SONSON, Chair
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House of Representatives
The Twenty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services

Bill/Resolution No.: Date:
¥ 2052 2/37[op

Committee Referral: U The committee is reconsidering its

\~\ \}5 N BUD previous decision on the measure.
The recommendation is to: O Pass, unamended K Pass, with amendments

QO Hold O Recommit
HUS Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
1. SONSON, Alex M. (C) L
2. CABANILLA, Rida T.R. (VC) v
3. ARAKAKI, Dennis A. v
4. GREEN, Josh, M.D. [
5. HALE, Heléne H. v
6. KAHIKINA, Michael Puamamo L~
7. KAWAKAMI, Bertha C. Vv
8. HALFORD, Chris X
9. STONEBRAKER, Bud Y
TOTAL ) y

The recommendation is: )eddopted

O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

%«/& committee acronym(s)

Vice i{:?é:ir’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office




