STAND. COM. REP. NO. ‘03 -06

Honolulu, Hawaii

F&\" g , 2006

RE: H.B. No. 1839
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2006

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred H.B. No.
1839 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to ensure that every blind or
visually-impaired child is instructed in braille, if deemed
appropriate to the child's current and future needs, by:

(1) Establishing standards of braille proficiency and
instruction;

(2) Requiring materials to be provided in a computer-
accessible format capable of braille reproduction; and

(3) Requiring the certification and recertification of
teachers in accordance with braille literacy standards.

The Ho'opono Advisory Board and many concerned individuals
testified in support of this measure. The Honolulu Chapter of the
National Federation of the Blind of Hawaii supported this measure
with amendments. The Department of Education and Disability and
Communication Access Board supported the intent of this measure.

Your Committee has amended this bill by:
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(1) Clarifying that when a decision is made not to
incorporate braille instruction into a child's
individualized education program (IEP), a statement
should be provided that the decision was reached based
on a review of pertinent assessments rather than a
review of pertinent literature;

(2) Removing the requirement that a child's IEP include the
length of the period of instruction and the frequency
and duration of each instruction session, because
braille instruction is infused within the regular
education curriculum throughout the student's school
day, so only a record of the braille instruction
services provided is needed;

(3) Deleting the specification that all publishers of
instructional materials sold to the State or any local
education agency furnish an electronic version, because
the National Instructional Materials Accessibility
Standard initiative already addresses this;

(4) Removing the requirement that applicants for
certification in the instruction of blind and visually
impaired children demonstrate competence in reading and
writing braille as part of the certification and renewal
process conducted by the Hawaii Teacher Standards Board;
and

(5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1839, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1839, H.D. 1, and
be referred to the Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Education,

el

ROY TAKUMI, Chair
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House of Representatives

The Twenty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Education

Bil]/Reso{xt/i@No.\: %50\

Date: ) /}0 A

Committee Referral:

EON, FiN

Q The committee is reconsidering its
previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: QO Pass, unamended G/Pass, with amendments
QO Hold O Recommit
EDN Members Ayes . Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TAKUMLRoyM.(C)

2. BERG, Lyla B., Ph.D. (VO)

3. ARAKAKI, DennisA.

4. CABANILLA, Rida T.R.

5. CHANG, JerryL. e

6. GREEN, Josh, M.D. -

7. HALE,HeléneH. -

8. HARBIN, Bev

9. 'KAHIKINA, Michael Puamamo o

10. SHIMABUKURO, Maile S. L. v

11, WATERS, Tommy ’ -

12. CHING, Corinne W.L. v

13. FINNEGAN, Lynn -

TOTAL 0 o S
The recommendation is: D(dopted
O 'Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
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Qﬁ/\'y&b&/‘w 7&- /!Mj,

Distribution:

Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Clerk's Office




