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TWENTY-THIRD  DAY 

 
Wednesday, February 22, 2023 

 

 The Senate of the Thirty-Second Legislature of the State of 
Hawai‘i, Regular Session of 2023, convened at 11:34 a.m. with 
the President in the Chair. 
 

 The Roll was called showing all Senators present, with the 
exception of Senator Ihara who was excused. 
 

 The President announced that he had read and approved the 
Journal of the Twenty-Second Day. 
 

 At this time, Senator Kanuha welcomed Stephanie Iona from 
Kaua‘i, a board member of the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority, who 
was present in the gallery. 
 

HOUSE COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 The following communications from the House (Hse. Com. 
Nos. 17 to 19) were read by the Clerk and were disposed of as 
follows: 
 

 Hse. Com. No. 17, transmitting H.B. No. 136, H.D. 1, which 
passed Third Reading in the House of Representatives on 
February 21, 2023, was placed on file. 
 

 On motion by Senator Wakai, seconded by Senator DeCoite 
and carried, H.B. No. 136, H.D. 1, entitled:  “A BILL FOR AN 
ACT RELATING TO LEGISLATIVE ALLOWANCE,” passed 
First Reading by title and was referred to the Committee on 
Judiciary. 
 

 Hse. Com. No. 18, transmitting H.B. No. 146, H.D. 1, which 
passed Third Reading in the House of Representatives on 
February 21, 2023, was placed on file. 
 

 On motion by Senator Wakai, seconded by Senator DeCoite 
and carried, H.B. No. 146, H.D. 1, entitled:  “A BILL FOR AN 
ACT RELATING TO THE STATE FIRE COUNCIL,” passed 
First Reading by title and was referred jointly to the Committee 
on Public Safety and Intergovernmental and Military Affairs 
and the Committee on Water and Land, then to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 
 

 Hse. Com. No. 19, transmitting H.B. No. 1514, H.D. 1, 
which passed Third Reading in the House of Representatives on 
February 21, 2023, was placed on file. 
 

 On motion by Senator Wakai, seconded by Senator DeCoite 
and carried, H.B. No. 1514, H.D. 1, entitled:  “A BILL FOR AN 
ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
EXPENSES OF THE LEGISLATURE, THE AUDITOR, THE 
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU, THE 
OMBUDSMAN, AND THE ETHICS COMMISSION,” passed 
First Reading by title and was referred to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 
 

SENATE RESOLUTION 
 

 The following resolution (S.R. No. 20) was read by the Clerk 
and was deferred: 
 

S.R. No. 20 “SENATE RESOLUTION AMENDING 
THE RULES OF THE SENATE TO ESTABLISH THAT A 
FAILURE TO SUBMIT TO A BREATHALYZER TEST, 
BLOOD TEST, OR FIELD SOBRIETY TEST DURING A 
LAWFUL STOP SHALL BE GROUNDS FOR EXPULSION.” 
 

 Offered by: Senator Awa. 
 

ORDER OF THE DAY 
 

THIRD READING 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 657 (S.B. No. 835): 
 

 Senator Dela Cruz moved that Stand. Com. Rep. No. 657 be 
adopted and S.B. No. 835, having been read throughout, pass 
Third Reading, seconded by Senator Keith-Agaran. 
 

 Senator Dela Cruz rose to speak in support of the measure as 
follows: 
 

 “This measure repeals a statutorily mandated general fund 
budget appropriation formulation for the University of Hawai‘i. 
My office requested an opinion by the attorney general’s office, 
which found that a provision in section 304A-2101, which 
requires further legislative action to actually appropriate 
moneys, cannot bind successive legislatures to make particular 
appropriations, does not require the Legislature to appropriate a 
specific amount, and serves only as an intention by the 
Legislature to appropriate moneys in the future. As such, to 
clarify the appropriation process and to prevent future 
confusion, the provision should be repealed. I ask that the 
attorney general’s opinion be inserted into the Senate Journal. 
And I’d just like to ensure that the Senate does stand in support 
of the University and wants to assure that, by this action, we are 
correcting a constitutional flaw in the statute as advised by the 
attorney general and that we continue our goal to support and 
fund the UH and its community colleges and all of its campuses 
to achieve a first-class institution. I ask my colleagues to 
support this measure.” 
 

 The Chair having so ordered, the opinion from the attorney 
general is identified as “ATTACHMENT A” to the Journal of 
this day. 
 

 Senator Moriwaki rose to speak in support of the measure as 
follows: 
 

 “I would like the previous speaker’s remarks to be inserted 
into the Senate Journal as my own. Thank you.” (The Chair so 
ordered, by reference only.) 
 

 The motion was put by the Chair and carried, Stand. Com. 
Rep. No. 657 was adopted and S.B. No. 835, entitled:  "A BILL 
FOR AN ACT RELATING TO GENERAL FUND BUDGET 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII," 
having been read throughout, passed Third Reading on the 
following showing of Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 24.  Noes, none.  Excused, 1 (Ihara).  
 

RE-REFERRAL OF SENATE BILLS 
 

 The Chair re-referred the following Senate bills that were 
introduced: 
 

S.B. No.: Re-referred to: 
 

S.B. No. 838 Jointly to the Committee on Higher Education
and the Committee on Ways and Means 

  

S.B. No. 839, 
S.D. 1 

Committee on Energy, Economic
Development, and Tourism, then jointly to the 
Committee on Commerce and Consumer
Protection and the Committee on Ways and 
Means 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 

 The following message from the Governor (Gov. Msg. 
No. 524) was read by the Clerk and was disposed of as follows: 
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 Gov. Msg. No. 524, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation as Chairperson of the Department of Hawaiian 
Homelands, the nomination of KALI WATSON, term to expire 
December 31, 2026, was referred to the Committee on 
Hawaiian Affairs. 
 

 At this time, Senator Gabbard rose on a point of personal 
privilege to extend happy birthday wishes to Senator Richards. 
 

 Senator Kanuha introduced two staff members from U.S. 
Senator Brian Schatz’s Washington, D.C., office. Seated in the 
gallery were administrative director Alex Hetherington and 
chief of staff Eric Einhorn. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At 11:40 a.m., on motion by Senator Wakai, seconded by 
Senator DeCoite and carried, the Senate adjourned until 
11:30 a.m., Thursday, March 2, 2023. 
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