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THIRTY-EIGHTH  DAY 

 
Monday, March 29, 2021 

 

 The Senate of the Thirty-First Legislature of the State of 
Hawai‘i, Regular Session of 2021, convened at 11:49 a.m. with 
the President in the Chair. 
 

 The Roll was called showing all Senators present, with 
Senators Chang, Gabbard, Ihara, Keith-Agaran, Keohokalole, 
Kim, Lee, Moriwaki, Rhoads, Shimabukuro, and Wakai present 
and participating via videoconference. 
 

 The President announced that he had read and approved the 
Journal of the Thirty-Seventh Day. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 

 The following messages from the Governor (Gov. Msg. 
Nos. 763 to 776) were read by the Clerk and were disposed of 
as follows: 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 763, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Disability and Communication Access 
Board, the nomination of NIKKI KEPOO, term to expire 
June 30, 2025, was referred to the Committee on Health. 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 764, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Disability and Communication Access 
Board, the nomination of SUMMER KOZAI, term to expire 
June 30, 2025, was referred to the Committee on Health. 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 765, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Disability and Communication Access 
Board, the nomination of MARIE KIMMEY, term to expire 
June 30, 2025, was referred to the Committee on Health. 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 766, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Island Burial Council, Island of Molokai, 
the nomination of KEOMAILANI HIRATA, term to expire 
June 30, 2023, was referred to the Committee on Hawaiian 
Affairs. 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 767, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Island Burial Council, Islands of Kauai and 
Niihau, the nomination of WAYNE HARADA, term to expire 
June 30, 2022, was referred to the Committee on Hawaiian 
Affairs. 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 768, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Island Burial Council, Islands of Kauai and 
Niihau, the nomination of SANDRA QUINSAAT, term to 
expire June 30, 2024, was referred to the Committee on 
Hawaiian Affairs. 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 769, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Island Burial Council, Islands of Kauai and 
Niihau, the nomination of SHERRI-LEE CUMMINGS 
YOKOTAKE, term to expire June 30, 2021, was referred to the 
Committee on Hawaiian Affairs. 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 770, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Island Burial Council, Islands of Kauai and 
Niihau, the nomination of SHERRI-LEE CUMMINGS 
YOKOTAKE, term to expire June 30, 2025, was referred to the 
Committee on Hawaiian Affairs. 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 771, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Kāne‘ohe Bay Regional Council, the 
nomination of CLIFFORD LOO, term to expire June 30, 2025, 
was referred to the Committee on Water and Land. 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 772, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the State Board of Public Accountancy, the 
nomination of MARK HUNSAKER, term to expire June 30, 

2025, was referred to the Committee on Commerce and 
Consumer Protection. 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 773, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Contractors License Board, the nomination 
of JERRY NISHEK, term to expire June 30, 2025, was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection. 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 774, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Contractors License Board, the nomination 
of JOSEPH O’DONNELL, term to expire June 30, 2025, was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce and Consumer 
Protection. 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 775, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Contractors License Board, the nomination 
of CLYDE HAYASHI, term to expire June 30, 2025, was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce and Consumer 
Protection. 
 

 Gov. Msg. No. 776, submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Hawaii Commission for National and 
Community Service, the nomination of ALAN CLINTON, term 
to expire June 30, 2021, was referred to the Committee on 
Higher Education. 
 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 Senator Kidani, for the Committee on Education, presented a 
report (Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1284) recommending that S.C.R. 
No. 38, as amended in S.D. 1, be adopted. 
 

 By unanimous consent, action on Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1284 
and S.C.R. No. 38, S.D. 1, entitled:  “SENATE 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION URGING THE HAWAI‘I 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SCHOOL FOOD 
SERVICES BRANCH TO ADOPT AN ADDENDUM TO ITS 
AGREEMENTS FOR THE ‘AINA PONO HAWAI‘I STATE 
FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM REQUIRING THE 
PROCUREMENT OF GOODS AND/OR SERVICES FROM 
FOOD HUBS,” was deferred until Tuesday, March 30, 2021. 
 

 Senator Kidani, for the Committee on Education, presented a 
report (Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1285) recommending that S.R. 
No. 27, as amended in S.D. 1, be adopted. 
 

 By unanimous consent, action on Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1285 
and S.R. No. 27, S.D. 1, entitled:  “SENATE RESOLUTION 
URGING THE HAWAI‘I STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION SCHOOL FOOD SERVICES BRANCH TO 
ADOPT AN ADDENDUM TO ITS AGREEMENTS FOR THE 
‘AINA PONO HAWAI‘I STATE FARM TO SCHOOL 
PROGRAM REQUIRING THE PROCUREMENT OF GOODS 
AND/OR SERVICES FROM FOOD HUBS,” was deferred 
until Tuesday, March 30, 2021. 
 

 Senators San Buenaventura and Moriwaki, for the 
Committee on Human Services and the Committee on 
Government Operations, presented a joint report (Stand. Com. 
Rep. No. 1286) recommending that S.C.R. No. 219 be adopted. 
 

 By unanimous consent, action on Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1286 
and S.C.R. No. 219, entitled:  “SENATE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION URGING THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE ON 
AGING TO FORM A WORKING GROUP AND DEVELOP A 
PLAN FOR OUTREACH TO KUPUNA TO REMEDIATE A 
LACK OF DIGITAL LITERACY, BROADBAND ACCESS, 
AND COMPUTER EQUIPMENT,” was deferred until Tuesday, 
March 30, 2021. 
 

 Senators San Buenaventura and Moriwaki, for the 
Committee on Human Services and the Committee on 



 S E N A T E   J O U R N A L  -  3 8 t h   D A Y  -  M A R C H   2 9,   2 0 2 1 
 

 

417

Government Operations, presented a joint report (Stand. Com. 
Rep. No. 1287) recommending that S.R. No. 179 be adopted. 
 

 By unanimous consent, action on Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1287 
and S.R. No. 179, entitled:  “SENATE RESOLUTION 
URGING THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE ON AGING TO FORM 
A WORKING GROUP AND DEVELOP A PLAN FOR 
OUTREACH TO KUPUNA TO REMEDIATE A LACK OF 
DIGITAL LITERACY, BROADBAND ACCESS, AND 
COMPUTER EQUIPMENT,” was deferred until Tuesday, 
March 30, 2021. 
 

ORDER OF THE DAY 
 

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS 
 

MATTERS DEFERRED FROM 
THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2021 

 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1270 (S.C.R. No. 83): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.C.R. No. 83, entitled:  “SENATE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION TO USE CORONAVIRUS AID, RELIEF, AND 
ECONOMIC SECURITY ACT AND CORONAVIRUS 
RESPONSE AND RELIEF SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT MONIES TO RETAIN TEACHERS 
AND PREVENT FURLOUGHS,” was adopted. 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1271 (S.R. No. 63): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.R. No. 63, entitled:  “SENATE RESOLUTION URGING 
THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO USE 
CORONAVIRUS AID, RELIEF, AND ECONOMIC 
SECURITY ACT AND CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE AND 
RELIEF SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT 
MONIES TO RETAIN TEACHERS AND PREVENT 
FURLOUGHS,” was adopted. 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1272 (S.C.R. No. 63): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.C.R. No. 63, entitled:  “SENATE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION TO CONVENE A WORKING GROUP TO 
CREATE A MODEL STATEWIDE SCHOOL POLICY ON 
STUDENT SUICIDE PREVENTION, INTERVENTION, AND 
POSTVENTION IN GRADES K-12,” was adopted. 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1273 (S.R. No. 45): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.R. No. 45, entitled:  “SENATE RESOLUTION 
REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO 
CONVENE A WORKING GROUP TO CREATE A MODEL 
STATEWIDE SCHOOL POLICY ON STUDENT SUICIDE 
PREVENTION, INTERVENTION, AND POSTVENTION IN 
GRADES K-12,” was adopted. 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1274 (S.C.R. No. 74): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.C.R. No. 74, entitled:  “SENATE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION URGING THE GOVERNOR TO REQUIRE 
THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE TO CONDUCT A 
STATEWIDE PROGRAM AND BUDGET PERFORMANCE 
REVIEW, PURSUANT TO SECTION 37-70, HAWAII 
REVISED STATUTES, AND REPORT TO THE 

LEGISLATURE IN EVERY ODD-NUMBERED YEAR,” was 
adopted. 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1275 (S.C.R. No. 32): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.C.R. No. 32, entitled:  “SENATE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF 
BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND TOURISM 
AND DEPARTMENT OF ACCOUNTING AND GENERAL 
SERVICES TO CONDUCT A COST ANALYSIS STUDY OF 
CONSOLIDATING WEST HAWAII STATE OFFICES INTO A 
SINGLE CONVENIENTLY LOCATED COMPLEX,” was 
adopted. 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1276 (S.R. No. 21): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.R. No. 21, entitled:  “SENATE RESOLUTION 
REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND TOURISM AND 
DEPARTMENT OF ACCOUNTING AND GENERAL 
SERVICES TO CONDUCT A COST ANALYSIS STUDY OF 
CONSOLIDATING WEST HAWAII STATE OFFICES INTO A 
SINGLE CONVENIENTLY LOCATED COMPLEX,” was 
adopted. 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1277 (S.C.R. No. 49, S.D. 1): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.C.R. No. 49, S.D. 1, entitled:  “SENATE 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING AND 
REQUESTING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO 
ADVANCE MEASURES RECOGNIZING THE 
FORTHCOMING CENTENNIAL OF THE 1921 TULSA 
RACE MASSACRE,” was adopted. 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1278 (S.C.R. No. 81, S.D. 1): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.C.R. No. 81, S.D. 1, entitled:  “SENATE 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION URGING THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO INCLUDE THE 
TEACHING OF FINANCIAL LITERACY IN THE EXISTING 
PERSONAL TRANSITION PLAN COURSE 
REQUIREMENT FOR EACH STUDENT,” was adopted. 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1279 (S.R. No. 61, S.D. 1): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.R. No. 61, S.D. 1, entitled:  “SENATE RESOLUTION 
URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO 
INCLUDE THE TEACHING OF FINANCIAL LITERACY IN 
THE EXISTING PERSONAL TRANSITION PLAN COURSE 
REQUIREMENT FOR EACH STUDENT,” was adopted. 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1280 (S.C.R. No. 249): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.C.R. No. 249, entitled:  “SENATE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION TO AUTHORIZE AN E-SPORTS PROGRAM 
FOR PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE STATE,” was 
adopted. 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1281 (S.R. No. 208): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.R. No. 208, entitled:  “SENATE RESOLUTION 
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REQUESTING THE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO 
AUTHORIZE AN E-SPORTS PROGRAM FOR PUBLIC 
HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE STATE,” was adopted. 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1282 (S.C.R. No. 203): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.C.R. No. 203, entitled:  “SENATE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION URGING THE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO 
FORM A SPECIAL COMMITTEE OR PERMITTED 
INTERACTION GROUP TO MONITOR AND ACCOUNT 
FOR HOW THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IS 
SPENDING ITS FEDERAL RELIEF FUNDS,” was adopted. 
 

Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1283 (S.R. No. 168): 
 

 On motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded by Senator 
Fevella and carried, the report of the Committee was adopted 
and S.R. No. 168, entitled:  “SENATE RESOLUTION 
URGING THE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO FORM A 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE OR PERMITTED INTERACTION 
GROUP TO MONITOR AND ACCOUNT FOR HOW THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IS SPENDING ITS 
FEDERAL RELIEF FUNDS,” was adopted. 
 

THIRD READING 
 

H.B. No. 671, H.D. 2, S.D. 1: 
 

 Senator Rhoads moved that H.B. No. 671, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, 
having been read throughout, pass Third Reading, seconded by 
Senator Keohokalole. 
 

 Senator Rhoads then offered the following amendment 
(Floor Amendment No. 3) to H.B. No. 671, H.D. 2, S.D. 1: 
 

SECTION 1.  House Bill No. 671, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, section 2, is 
amended to by amending page 6, lines 14 to 16, to read as 
follows: 
 

“provided that this subsection shall not apply to any person who 
has held one of the positions listed above only on an interim or 
acting basis and for a period of less than one hundred eighty- 
one days.” 
 

 Senator Rhoads moved that Floor Amendment No. 3 be 
adopted, seconded by Senator Keohokalole. 
 

 Senator Rhoads spoke in support of the amendment as 
follows: 
 

 “Mr. President, this floor amendment is to correct a drafting 
mistake that I didn’t notice when we were reviewing the bill. 
It’s not intended to change the substantive effect of the bill as 
reported out of the Judiciary committee. Mahalo.” 
 

 The motion to adopt Floor Amendment No. 3 was then put 
by the Chair and carried. 
 

 By unanimous consent, H.B. No. 671, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, 
entitled:  “A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE CODE 
OF ETHICS,” was placed on the calendar for Third Reading on 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021. 
 

H.B. No. 1, H.D. 1: 
 

 On motion by Senator Dela Cruz, seconded by Senator 
Keith-Agaran and carried, H.B. No. 1, H.D. 1, entitled:  “A 
BILL FOR AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE EXPENSES OF THE LEGISLATURE, 
THE AUDITOR, THE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE 
BUREAU, THE OMBUDSMAN, AND THE ETHICS 
COMMISSION,” having been read throughout, passed Third 
Reading on the following showing of Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 25.  Noes, none.  
 

H.B. No. 576, H.D. 3: 
 

 Senator Keohokalole moved that H.B. No. 576, H.D. 3, 
having been read throughout, pass Third Reading, seconded by 
Senator Baker. 
 

 Senator Baker requested that remarks in support of the 
measure be entered into the Journal, and the Chair so ordered. 
 

 The Chair having so ordered, Senator Baker’s remarks read 
as follows: 
 

 “Mr. President, I rise in strong support of HB576 HD3, 
Relating to Health Care. 
 

 “This measure authorizes advanced practice registered nurses 
to perform medication or aspiration abortions. Under Hawaii’s 
current abortion law, only physicians can provide medication or 
aspiration abortion care. In the State of Hawaii, only a few 
physicians choose to provide these services creating a gap in 
access to this type of care. 
 

 “Aspiration abortions take place in the first trimester. 
Advanced practice registered nurses already provide similar 
procedures and this measure can help provide more access to 
aspiration abortions. These well qualified APRNs working in 
our state can help provide more access to care if this measure 
passes. 
 

 “This bill is about access to women’s healthcare. Many 
women who reside on neighbor islands must fly to Oahu to 
receive these services. Due to COVID-19 interisland travel 
restrictions, many women on the neighbor islands do not have 
access to a physician that would perform a medication or 
aspiration abortion. Just to receive this service, women would 
need to schedule, pay for a flight and risk being exposed to 
COVID-19. Last year, made it clear that more access is needed. 
 

 “Please join me in support of HB576 HD3. Mahalo.” 
 

 The motion was put by the Chair and carried, H.B. No. 576, 
H.D. 3, entitled:  “A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO 
HEALTH CARE,” having been read throughout, passed Third 
Reading on the following showing of Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 22; Ayes with Reservations (Kim, Misalucha).  Noes, 3 
(Fevella, Gabbard, Riviere).  
 

H.B. No. 170, H.D. 1: 
 

 Senator Rhoads moved that H.B. No. 170, H.D. 1, having 
been read throughout, pass Third Reading, seconded by Senator 
Keohokalole. 
 

 Senator San Buenaventura rose to speak in support of the 
measure with reservations as follows: 
 

 “I have a problem with a shoplifting of a purse being 
elevated to a felony when it could be a petty misdemeanor. 
Thank you.” 
 

 The motion was put by the Chair and carried, H.B. No. 170, 
H.D. 1, entitled:  “A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO 
THEFT IN THE SECOND DEGREE,” having been read 
throughout, passed Third Reading on the following showing of 
Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 23; Ayes with Reservations (San Buenaventura).  
Noes, 2 (Acasio, Fevella).  
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H.B. No. 172, H.D. 1: 
 

 On motion by Senator Rhoads, seconded by Senator 
Keohokalole and carried, H.B. No. 172, H.D. 1, entitled:  “A 
BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO OFFENSES AGAINST 
PROPERTY RIGHTS,” having been read throughout, passed 
Third Reading on the following showing of Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 23.  Noes, 2 (Acasio, Fevella).  
 

H.B. No. 895, S.D. 1: 
 

 On motion by Senator Rhoads, seconded by Senator 
Keohokalole and carried, H.B. No. 895, S.D. 1, entitled:  “A 
BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CREDIT FOR TIME OF 
DETENTION PRIOR TO SENTENCE,” having been read 
throughout, passed Third Reading on the following showing of 
Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 23.  Noes, 2 (Acasio, Fevella).  
 

H.B. No. 181, H.D. 1, S.D. 1: 
 

 On motion by Senator Rhoads, seconded by Senator 
Keohokalole and carried, H.B. No. 181, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, entitled:  
“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE DEFINITION 
OF PROPERTY,” having been read throughout, passed Third 
Reading on the following showing of Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 24.  Noes, 1 (Acasio).  
 

H.B. No. 338, H.D. 1, S.D. 1: 
 

 On motion by Senator Rhoads, seconded by Senator 
Keohokalole and carried, H.B. No. 338, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, entitled:  
“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE JUDICIARY,” 
having been read throughout, passed Third Reading on the 
following showing of Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 24; Ayes with Reservations (Ihara).  Noes, 1 (Acasio).  
 

H.B. No. 250, H.D. 2, S.D. 1: 
 

 On motion by Senator Rhoads, seconded by Senator 
Keohokalole and carried, H.B. No. 250, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, entitled:  
“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO SEXUAL ASSAULT,” 
having been read throughout, passed Third Reading on the 
following showing of Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 25; Ayes with Reservations (San Buenaventura).  Noes, 
none.  
 

H.B. No. 177, H.D. 1, S.D. 1: 
 

 On motion by Senator Rhoads, seconded by Senator 
Keohokalole and carried, H.B. No. 177, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, entitled:  
“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO SEXUAL ASSAULT,” 
having been read throughout, passed Third Reading on the 
following showing of Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 24; Ayes with Reservations (Acasio).  Noes, 1 
(Fevella).  
 

H.B. No. 490, H.D. 2, S.D. 1: 
 

 Senator Rhoads moved that H.B. No. 490, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, 
having been read throughout, pass Third Reading, seconded by 
Senator Keohokalole. 
 

 Senator Moriwaki requested that remarks in support of the 
measure be entered into the Journal, and the Chair so ordered. 
 

 The Chair having so ordered, Senator Moriwaki’s remarks 
read as follows: 
 

 “Mr. President, this is a measure that the Legislative Kupuna 
Caucus introduced in order to help our seniors who are victims 
of crime by lowering the age at which enhanced penalties apply 
for crimes against seniors from sixty-two years of age to sixty 

years of age and making crimes against a senior’s person or 
property applicable if the perpetrator knows or should know the 
senior victim’s age. Members and stakeholders of the Kupuna 
Caucus have supported this measure’s introduction over the last 
three sessions along with county level law enforcement 
agencies and we are pleased to see it has come this far. 
 

 “The rate of crimes targeting seniors in the State has 
increased in recent years. Senior citizens are especially 
vulnerable to long-term physical, emotional, and financial harm 
from criminal acts, and there is lack of adequate protection 
against exploitation of senior citizens under existing law. There 
is no universally recognized age of a ‘senior’; government and 
non-government entities recognize various ages at which a 
person becomes a ‘senior’. For example, the American 
Association of Retired Persons considers seniors to be age fifty 
or above. 
 

 “The age of efficacy throughout this measure is consistently 
set at sixty because it is neither the lowest nor highest 
commonly recognized age at which a person becomes a senior. 
The Kupuna Caucus agreed on age sixty for enhanced penalties. 
Lowering the age from sixty-two to sixty does not diminish the 
increased vulnerability to crime that older seniors bear as 
people, generally, become more vulnerable with advancing age. 
Rather, it is meant to deter perpetrators from targeting seniors 
because of their vulnerable age and to broaden the class to 
include more people who may have such age-related 
vulnerability. 
 

 “This measure will serve to protect our seniors as a deterrent 
to crimes against those sixty years and older and to insure that 
offenders who target seniors over sixty are prosecuted 
appropriately.” 
 

 Senator San Buenaventura rose to speak in support of the 
measure with reservations as follows: 
 

 “When we increase the protected class from 62 to 60, we 
basically diminish the crimes against seniors, like an 80-year-
old who cannot fight against himself, and equate it with a crime 
against a 60-year-old who can, especially, and for those reasons, 
I stand with reservations. Thank you.” 
 

 The motion was put by the Chair and carried, H.B. No. 490, 
H.D. 2, S.D. 1, entitled:  “A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING 
TO CRIMES AGAINST SENIORS,” having been read 
throughout, passed Third Reading on the following showing of 
Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 25; Ayes with Reservations (Acasio, San 
Buenaventura).  Noes, none.   
 

H.B. No. 1107, H.D. 1, S.D. 1: 
 

 On motion by Senator Rhoads, seconded by Senator 
Keohokalole and carried, H.B. No. 1107, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, 
entitled:  “A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO COMPUTER 
CRIME,” having been read throughout, passed Third Reading 
on the following showing of Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 25; Ayes with Reservations (Acasio).  Noes, none.  
 

H.B. No. 741, H.D. 2, S.D. 1: 
 

 On motion by Senator Rhoads, seconded by Senator 
Keohokalole and carried, H.B. No. 741, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, entitled:  
“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ETHICS,” having 
been read throughout, passed Third Reading on the following 
showing of Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 25.  Noes, none.  
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H.B. No. 156: 
 

 On motion by Senator Rhoads, seconded by Senator 
Keohokalole and carried, H.B. No. 156, entitled:  “A BILL FOR 
AN ACT RELATING TO ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES,” 
having been read throughout, passed Third Reading on the 
following showing of Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 25.  Noes, none.  
 

H.B. No. 566, H.D. 1, S.D. 1: 
 

 On motion by Senator Rhoads, seconded by Senator 
Keohokalole and carried, H.B. No. 566, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, entitled:  
“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ABUSE OF FAMILY 
OR HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS,” having been read throughout, 
passed Third Reading on the following showing of Ayes and 
Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 24; Ayes with Reservations (Fevella).  Noes, 1 
(Acasio).  
 

H.B. No. 1326, H.D. 1, S.D. 1: 
 

 On motion by Senator Rhoads, seconded by Senator 
Keohokalole and carried, H.B. No. 1326, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, 
entitled:  “A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE,” having been read throughout, passed Third 
Reading on the following showing of Ayes and Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 22.  Noes, 3 (Acasio, Fevella, San Buenaventura).  
 

RE-REFERRAL OF HOUSE BILLS 
 

 The Chair re-referred the following House bills that were 
received: 
 

H.B. No.: Re-referred to: 
 

H.B. No. 1056, 
H.D. 1 

Committee on Transportation, then jointly to 
the Committee on Judiciary and the
Committee on Ways and Means 

  

H.B. No. 1296, 
H.D. 1, S.D. 1 

Jointly to the Committee on Health and the 
Committee on Higher Education, then jointly
to the Committee on Ways and Means and 
the Committee on Judiciary 

 

 At this time, Senator Shimabukuro, Chair of the Committee 
on Hawaiian Affairs, requested a waiver of the notice 
requirement pursuant to Senate Rule 21 for S.C.R. No. 206 and 
S.R. No. 171. 
 

 Senator Shimabukuro noted: 
 

 “These are measures that have to deal with the Island Burial 
Council and creating a working group, and we had named an 
organization that turns out not to be an official nonprofit or 
registered, and so Office of Hawaiian Affairs has agreed to take 
the lead, so we need to amend it to make OHA the lead.” 
 

 The Chair then granted the waiver. 
 

 Senator Shimabukuro then announced that the Committee on 
Hawaiian Affairs and the Committee on Water and Land would 
be holding a joint decision making meeting on S.C.R. No. 206 
and S.R. No. 171 the following afternoon at 1:00 p.m. in 
Conference Room 016 and via videoconference. 
 

 Senator Baker rose to remind the members about the 
upcoming Easter basket donation drive deadline on March 31, 
and encouraged the members to participate. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At 12:06 p.m., on motion by Senator Keohokalole, seconded 
by Senator Fevella and carried, the Senate adjourned until 
11:30 a.m., Tuesday, March 30, 2021. 
 




