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SIXTIETH  DAY 

 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 

 

 The Senate of the Twenty-Ninth Legislature of the State of 
Hawai‘i, Regular Session of 2017, convened at 12:04 p.m. with 
the President in the Chair. 
 

 The Roll was called showing all Senators present. 
 

 The President announced that he had read and approved the 
Journal of the Fifty-Ninth Day. 
 

 At this time, Senator Nishihara recognized the following 
members of his office staff, who were present in the gallery: 
Priscilla Kubota, office manager; Alec Ikeda, committee clerk; 
and Jaren McCartney, legislative aide 
 

 Senator Nishihara also acknowledged Kat Brady and her 
husband, who were seated in the gallery. 
 

 Senator Espero thanked the following members of his office 
staff, who were in the gallery, for doing an excellent job: 
session staff Carolyn Weygan-Hildebrand and Ann Oshita, and 
permanent staff Marlene Uesugi and Ryan Toyomura. 
 

 Senator Gabbard thanked all his staff and acknowledged 
Kendall Andrews, a student intern from Hawai‘i Pacific 
University, who was present in the gallery with his parents, 
Steve and Becky Andrews, who were visiting from Utah. 
Kendall Andrews was then presented with a congratulatory 
Senate certificate in the gallery, with Senator Gabbard’s thanks 
and best wishes for continued success. 
 

 Senator Rhoads introduced Leilani Carreo, a student of 
journalism at the University of Hawai‘i, who had been working 
in the governor’s office for the past few months. Accompanying 
Ms. Carreo in the gallery was Cindy McMillan, Senator 
Rhoads’s wife and favorite constituent. 
 

 Senator Rhoads also introduced the following members of 
his office staff: Jessie Faige, committee clerk and legal counsel 
for the past five legislative sessions; Pamela Ono, longtime 
legislative aide; Toni Difante, intern from Hawai‘i Pacific 
University; Karen Carlen, volunteer; Irene Chen, volunteer; and 
Sonny Le, office manager, whose last day it was at the 
Legislature. Senator Rhoads thanked Sonny Le for all his hard 
work and for being even-tempered, especially when facing the 
challenges of working in a House and Senate office, and wished 
him all the best. 
 

 Senator Keith-Agaran acknowledged members of his staff: 
Moya Davenport Gray, Manu Tupper, Taylor Chee, University 
of Hawai‘i intern Andrew Carmody, Ashlee Affonso, and 
committee clerk Danielle Evangelista. 
 

 Senator Inouye thanked her staff for their work, and 
recognized Wesley Smith, an intern from the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa, who would be graduating and continuing on 
to his home state of California to attend the University of 
Southern California in pursuit of a master’s degree. Senator 
Inouye also acknowledged Jennifer Belon, who would also be 
graduating from the Mānoa campus and continuing her studies 
there towards a master’s degree. 
 

 Senator English introduced his longtime staff members 
Aunty Libby, Cissy Rees, and Sharon Lum Ho; as well as his 
newest staff member, Jacob Aki. 
 

 Senator Shimabukuro welcomed several constituents and 
friends who were present in the gallery: Keali‘i Lopez from 
Alston Hunt Floyd & Ing; Sara Perry from Senator Inouye’s 
office; Bob Nakata, former State Senator; Rogie Tolentino, a 
law school classmate; Ken Farm; Raytan; and other friends. 
 

 Senator Thielen acknowledged her staff members Jennifer 
Barra, Eliza Wilcox, Natalia Hussey-Burdick, and Zachary 
Espinoza, and expressed her appreciation for their help. 
 

 Senator Thielen also introduced Donna Wong, an 
environmental advocate in the Kailua community, who was 
present in the gallery. 
 

 On behalf of Senate President Kouchi, Senator Dela Cruz 
introduced Kelvin Moniz, executive director of the Kaua‘i 
Independent Food Bank, who was seated in the gallery. 
 

 Senator English welcomed a group of students from Pukalani 
Elementary School, who were seated in the gallery. 
 

 Senator Galuteria thanked Raytan Vares, a member of his 
staff, for his hard work during session. Senator Galuteria also 
acknowledged his office manager, Tommie Suganuma, and 
thanked her for providing delicious refreshments for the caucus 
meetings. 
 

 Senator Galuteria also welcomed labor union members, who 
were present in the gallery and were wearing pink shirts. 
 

 Senator Espero extended thanks to support staff offices 
including Senate Majority Research, the Legislative Reference 
Bureau, Senate Data Systems, Senate Accounting, Senate 
Supply, and other support staff offices. 
 

 Senator Baker thanked the Senate Sergeant-at-Arms office 
and Senate Clerk’s office for their support and assistance 
throughout the legislative session. 
 

 The Chair recognized his session staff member, Tyris 
Tominaga, and praised him for being an excellent cook, a 
wonderful driver, and a fine young man. 
 

 The Chair also extended happy birthday wishes to United 
States Representative Colleen Hanabusa. 
 

HOUSE COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 The following communications from the House (Hse. Com. 
Nos. 642 to 644) were read by the Clerk and were placed on 
file: 
 

 Hse. Com. No. 642, informing the Senate that on May 2, 
2017, the following bills passed Final Reading in the House of 
Representatives: 
 

 H.B. No. 2, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 50, H.D. 3, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 73, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 83, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 89, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 100, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 110, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 115, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 116, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 143, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 144, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 165, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 186, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 192, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 208, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 209, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 213, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 235, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 239, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 279, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 280, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 281, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 282, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
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 H.B. No. 301, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 306, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 335, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 375, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 423, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 425, H.D. 1, S.D. 3, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 427, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 428, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 451, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 453, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 459, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 471, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 475, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 478, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 498, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 508, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 511, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 523, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 530, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 552, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 554, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 558, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 561, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 571, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 575, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 591, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 606, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 607, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 615, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 627, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 632, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 633, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 637, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 655, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 674, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 727, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 735, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 794, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 839, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 845, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 847, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 852, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 880, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 916, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 937, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 942, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 957, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 997, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1009, H.D. 3, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1022, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1031, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1033, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1044, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1098, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1099, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1114, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1115, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1129, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1130, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1135, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1152, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1179, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1231, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1235, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1244, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1246, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1258, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1325, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1351, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1382, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1396, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 

 H.B. No. 1414, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1420, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1436, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1444, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1465, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1475, H.D. 2, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1488, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1498, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1501, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1516, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1578, H.D. 1, S.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 H.B. No. 1588, H.D. 1, S.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 26, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 99, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 100, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 102, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 119, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 149, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 207, S.D. 2, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 288, S.D. 2, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 292, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 314, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 322, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 339, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 369, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 376, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 387, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 396, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 407, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 423, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 469, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 488, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 491, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 501, S.D. 1, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 505, S.D. 1, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 513, S.D. 1, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 514, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 545, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 559, S.D. 1, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 572, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 584, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 609, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 611, S.D. 1, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 655, S.D. 2, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 712, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 713, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 718, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 722, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 724, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 773, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 786, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 808, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 850, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 859, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 865, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 885, S.D. 2, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 895, S.D. 1, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 900, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 902, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 908, S.D. 1, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 911, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 914, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 915, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 917, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 918, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 919, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 923, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 926, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 930, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 935, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 936, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
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 S.B. No. 941, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 946, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 947, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 948, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 949, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 950, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 951, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 952, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 953, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 976, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 984, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 992, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 997, S.D. 1, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 1006, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 1016, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 1073, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 1074, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 1171, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 1227, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 1240, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 1244, S.D. 2, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; 
 S.B. No. 1264, S.D. 1, H.D. 2, C.D. 1; and 
 S.B. No. 1286, S.D. 2, H.D. 2, C.D. 1.  
 

 Hse. Com. No. 643, informing the Senate that on May 2, 
2017, the House agreed to the amendments proposed by the 
Senate and passed the following bills on Final Reading: 
 

 H.B. No. 90, H.D. 1, S.D. 2; 
 H.B. No. 733, H.D. 1, S.D. 2; 
 H.B. No. 1230, H.D. 1, S.D. 2; and 
 H.B. No. 1333, H.D. 1, S.D. 1.  
 

 Hse. Com. No. 644, informing the Senate that on May 2, 
2017, the House agreed to the amendments proposed by the 
Senate and Finally Adopted the following House concurrent 
resolutions: 
 

 H.C.R. No. 26, S.D. 1; 
 H.C.R. No. 27, S.D. 1; 
 H.C.R. No. 35, H.D. 1, S.D. 1; 
 H.C.R. No. 56, S.D. 1; 
 H.C.R. No. 60, S.D. 1; 
 H.C.R. No. 78, H.D. 1, S.D. 1; 
 H.C.R. No. 97, S.D. 1; 
 H.C.R. No. 104, S.D. 1; 
 H.C.R. No. 105, S.D. 1; 
 H.C.R. No. 148, S.D. 1; 
 H.C.R. No. 152, S.D. 1; 
 H.C.R. No. 153, H.D. 1, S.D. 1; and 
 H.C.R. No. 164, S.D. 1. 
 

ORDER OF THE DAY 
 

FINAL READING 
 

S.B. No. 382, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 2: 
 

 On motion by Senator Baker, seconded by Senator Nishihara 
and carried, S.B. No. 382, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, C.D. 2, entitled:  “A 
BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION,” having been read throughout, 
passed Final Reading on the following showing of Ayes and 
Noes:  
 

 Ayes, 24.  Noes, 1 (Ruderman).  
 

S.B. No. 1183, S.D 2, H.D. 2, C.D. 2: 
 

 At this time, the Chair made the following statement: 
 

 “Members, we do not have a bill that matches the House. I 
know you will, hopefully, join me in being prepared to come 
back in special session if that’s required if we can find a path 
where we can come to some form of agreement, but, with lack 

of agreement at this time, if there are no objections, I’m 
recommitting Senate Bill 1183, Conference Draft 2.” 
 

 By unanimous consent, S.B. No. 1183, S.D. 2, H.D. 2, 
C.D. 2, entitled:  “A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO 
TAXATION,” was recommitted to the Committee on 
Conference. 
 

SENATE RESOLUTIONS 
 

 The following resolutions (S.R. Nos. 96 and 97) were read 
by the Clerk and were disposed of as follows: 
 

S.R. No. 96 “SENATE RESOLUTION REGARDING 
COMPLETION OF THE WORK OF THE TWENTY-NINTH 
LEGISLATURE, REGULAR SESSION OF 2017, 
SUBSEQUENT TO THE ADJOURNMENT THEREOF.” 
 

 Offered by: Senator English. 
 

 On motion by Senator Espero, seconded by Senator English 
and carried, S.R. No. 96 was adopted. 
 

S.R. No. 97 “SENATE RESOLUTION INFORMING THE 
HOUSE AND GOVERNOR THAT THE SENATE IS READY 
TO ADJOURN SINE DIE.” 
 

 Offered by: Senator English. 
 

 On motion by Senator Espero, seconded by Senator English 
and carried, S.R. No. 97 was adopted. 
 

 At this time, Senator Kim rose on a point of personal 
privilege to thank members of her staff for their support and 
help during the legislative session: office manager Lisa Vargas 
Omo; committee clerk Nancy Bernal; and session hires Gregg 
Hirata and Colleen Takenouchi. 
 

 Senator English rose to speak on a point of personal privilege 
as follows: 
 

 “Members, I’d like to insert into the Journal a number of 
documents concerning rat lungworm and the distribution of the 
disease throughout Hawai‘i – one is a chart that shows where 
the disease is on each island, and it shows the presence of it 
from Kaua‘i, O‘ahu, Moloka‘i, Lāna‘i, Maui, and Hawai‘i 
Island; and some other documents with background 
information. I’d also like to say that this has been a rather 
contentious issue, but I hope we can get beyond the political 
debate on it and get down to taking care of how we’re going to 
deal with the disease because it’s rampant in many of our 
districts, and for those of you who have not dealt with it in your 
district, it’s coming soon because it’s spreading very, very 
quickly. We’ve given a lot of resources to the Department of 
Health, which I think is the appropriate agency, but we also 
have to give them the guidance to do this properly, which we’ll 
be doing. 
 

 “I can tell you that, in my district, we have moved very 
quickly without waiting for outside help because in Hāna and 
east Maui, in the early 2000s, we dealt with an outbreak of 
dengue, and our response was a very quick response and we 
were able to eradicate it. With this particular disease, because of 
the vectors, this new introduced semi-slug, it’s a very, very 
quick-moving vector and it distributes this disease very, very 
quickly. We’re having to take really drastic action. I’m willing 
to share this with all of you because if this comes up in your 
districts, then you’ll be able to have a quick response and work 
in partnership with all of the agencies to deal with this disease. 
Thank you, Mr. President.” 
 

 The Chair having so ordered, the documents are identified as 
“ATTACHMENT A” to the Journal of this day. 
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 Senator Thielen rose to speak on a point of personal privilege 
as follows: 
 

 “Thank you, Mr. President. Because, in the discussion that 
we had earlier on recommitting Senate Bill 1183, the potential 
of a special session was raised, I feel compelled to rise to make 
some comments on the rail project. Five years ago, when I was 
running for office, there was a candidate for mayor running at 
the same time who promised over and over again at many of the 
campaign events we both attended to build rail on time and on 
budget. At that time, the estimated cost for rail was $5 billion. 
Two years ago, that same person came to the Legislature to ask 
for an extension of the rail tax, received a five-year extension 
from this body, and said that they wouldn’t be back. Now, we 
have the same person in front of the Legislature asking for yet 
another extension, and we’re being told that even a 10-year 
extension will not pay for rail. The estimated cost now is 
$10 billion, and that’s before we’ve put out the contracts for the 
most expensive portion of the rail construction through the 
urban core. We’re being told by the mayor that we need to build 
rail; we need to finish it. I want to point out, originally, the 
project was to UH. We’re being told now that ‘finishing’ is to 
Ala Moana. 
 

 “But while the mayor is the poster boy for finishing rail at all 
costs, I really want to direct my remarks today to all the civic 
leaders who are saying the same thing, that we must finish rail 
at any cost. I want to point out that we’re not talking about a 
$10 billion project now; we’re talking about a project that is 
going to forego the opportunity to address the infrastructure 
needs that we have in Honolulu and across our state. If we 
could contain the rail costs, we could also build the affordable 
housing and workforce housing that’s needed along the rail line 
that we were promised as part and parcel with the rail project. 
But as everybody in this room knows, the water and 
infrastructure lines surrounding those properties are insufficient 
to be able to build additional housing along the rail. How are we 
going to build a $10 billion-plus rail project and fix those water 
and sewer lines to build the workforce housing? If we were 
going to spend a hundred million dollars on revising the rail 
project and we were able to save a billion dollars, we would 
come out $900 million ahead. What could we do with 
$900 million in this state? We could fix those water and sewer 
infrastructure lines. We could fix the Banyan Drive 
infrastructure so that we could revitalize the hotels there, and 
we could direct tourists to an economy on the Big Island that 
needs it and give some relief to the communities on O‘ahu that 
are suffering from too much. We could put photovoltaics on the 
rooftops of all of our schools, air-condition every single 
classroom, and not have to pay the utility bills, which would 
free up a lot of our operating budgets at the state level. We 
could build shelters with mental health and social services for 
the chronic homeless to get them into a safer living situation 
and out of our beach parks, and also revitalize those parks and 
the infrastructure there for our residents and our visitor 
communities. If we continue to build rail at any cost, what 
we’re being asked to do is to build rail at the opportunity of 
doing all those other things. 
 

 “The federal government, FTA, in one of their e-mails a 
while ago, made the comment that the city never has time to do 
it right, but they always have time to do it over. Many people 
are frustrated that the Legislature didn’t extend the tax and 
continue the rail project this session. What I want to say is that 
we’ve given everybody a gift: We’ve given the city a gift of 
time to do it right. This is not anti-trade. There are so many jobs 
and so many projects that we could be doing in addition to rail, 
but the mismanagement of this project, the lack of fiscal 
responsibility – we’re at the point now where not only has it 
jeopardized the city where the city can no longer be 
independently operated without having to rely on state tax 
revenues, we are now getting to the point where it’s 

jeopardizing the state as well. And the civic leaders who have 
been standing behind the city and saying, ‘Build this at any 
cost’ bear a share of responsibility because if they spent one-
tenth of the amount of energy asking the city to be fiscally 
responsible, we would not be in this position. So I’m asking 
everybody, in this hiatus that we have right now, to go back and 
revisit the project. Don’t be penny wise and pound foolish. 
Spending a hundred million dollars to save $900 million, 
$2 billion, is what we need now. Who looks at a project that is 
double to triple the size of the original budget and says, ‘We 
cannot change a thing’? If you take that attitude, you are 
foregoing the ability to build workforce housing so Hawai‘i 
residents can stay in urban Honolulu and not have to go to the 
mainland. We’re foregoing the opportunity to address the 
homeless problem, to address classrooms that are crumbling 
and don’t have the electrical and wiring infrastructure to deal 
with modern curriculum needs. We need to re-look at this 
project, so please take advantage of this break and do not just 
come back to the Legislature to ask us to extend the tax without 
having some type of responsibility over the project. Thank 
you.” 
 

 Senator Inouye rose on a point of personal privilege to 
introduce members of the masons union, operating engineers, 
and other labor groups, who were present in the gallery and 
were wearing pink and orange shirts, and thanked them for all 
they do for Hawai‘i nei and for their rare and unusual 
appearance in the gallery. 
 

 Senator Kidani rose to speak on a point of personal privilege 
as follows: 
 

 “You know, I just felt a need to say something about Senate 
Bill 1183 and the rail project. I’d like to remind this body that 
when H-3 was built, it took over 30 years, and those on the west 
side and Central O‘ahu, where I represent, didn’t complain that 
our state dollars had to help those on the windward side. And 
there are three holes in the mountain: Pali, Likelike, H-3. But 
yet, in the last 50 years, development of homes, et cetera, have 
been all on the West and Central O‘ahu side. The infrastructure 
has not kept up, and it takes us so long to get into town. And I 
would just remind this body that what’s fair is fair, and all of us 
deserve to pay for infrastructure that everyone will use and, 
even if they don’t use it, we have paid infrastructure for 
something they have used. So thank you very much.” 
 

 Senator Kim rose to speak on a point of personal privilege as 
follows: 
 

 “Mr. President, I have to say some comments about 1183 but, 
more to the point of what was said in the newspapers, what is 
being said by the editorial, to be blaming the state for the fact 
that the city may have to use property taxes, that because we 
didn’t come to some kind of agreement we are the ones to be 
blamed: Let me remind everyone that this is a city project; we 
were not part of the discussion when it was brought up. It was 
told that it was going to be on time and on budget. The public 
were fooled! If the public knew at that time that they would 
need their property taxes in order to pay for rail or they’d need 
to have their GET raised in order to pay for rail, I don’t know 
that the public would have voted the way they did to support 
rail. And don’t mistake it: I have supported rail from when I was 
on the city council, and I said then that if we didn’t build it then, 
with 90-10 monies from the feds, we would not be able to 
afford this project in the future, which is where we’re at. So 
let’s just get it on the record – you know, we are not the ones 
that are causing the city to raise the property taxes. They should 
have known these things were going to happen. They shouldn’t 
have fooled the public into thinking that any city project would 
have come in on budget and on time. Thank you.” 
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 At this time, the Chair made the following announcement: 
 

 “Members, at this time we will be taking a short recess to 
inform the House that the Senate is ready to adjourn sine die.” 
 

 At 12:32 p.m., the Senate stood in recess subject to the call 
of the Chair. 
 

 The Senate reconvened at 12:41 p.m. 
 

 Senator Tokuda rose to speak on a point of personal privilege 
as follows: 
 

 “I know that there are a number of changes that are probably 
afoot in the weeks to come, and I am sure there are a number of 
things that people expect me to say, reflecting how I’ve been 
feeling these last few days, even weeks and months. Some may 
even cringe a little as I get up to speak; there might be an 
awkward silence that comes across the Senate Chamber as well. 
So I once again sought the wisdom from my good old friend, 
Dr. Seuss, as I contemplated my thoughts for today, and he said, 
‘If things start happening, don’t worry. Don’t stew. Just go right 
along, and you’ll start happening, too.’ And so I’d like to take 
this moment to say thank you to all of you for giving me the 
opportunity to serve as your Ways and Means chair for the past 
three years. While it has by no means been easy, I stew not on 
that, but instead the good things that we were able to make 
happen across our entire state, in all of our communities. Thank 
you for giving me the chance to work with you, sitting side by 
side, talking with community groups in your districts, visiting 
schools and places that were important to you and your 
constituents. I do believe we have made a significant difference 
in people’s lives and impacted greatly the way programs and 
services are delivered statewide, despite limited resources, and I 
am very grateful for the opportunity to have played even a small 
role in all of it. 
 

 “I especially want to thank my two Ways and Means vice 
chairs – you, Senate President, were once in that seat as well. It 
is not easy making these decisions, and having someone by 
your side that you can trust is especially important. Thank you 
to both of you for being there for me and the team to help get us 
through the CIP portions of the budget and for sitting by me 
during some very tough votes. Having someone by your side 
means a lot when you’re faced with difficult decisions and 
limited to no answers. I appreciate you both for being there for 
me. It has been most humbling and such a pleasure working 
with our executive departments and engaging members of the 
public these past few years as we’ve tackled some of Hawai‘i’s 
gnarliest issues. Thank you for being there to provide input, for 
disagreeing with me, for challenging me, for making me a better 
chair, for helping all of us make better decisions. Mahalo. 
 

 “Dan Boylan once called us ‘Da Sistahs,’ and Chair Luke has 
truly become like one to me through all of this. Some have 
frowned on how well we work together; I have always viewed 
working well with my House counterpart as an asset, not a 
liability. That’s how we should all do the work of the people – 
focused on the common good. My most heartfelt thanks to her 
and her team – to Vice Chair Cullen and her committee. It has 
been such an honor and a pleasure working with them. 
 

 “To my office team: Darlene, Nic, Kate, and Vaughn – there 
are just no words that I can express. You are a member of my 
family; I could not have gotten through any of this, all the highs 
and the lows, without you. I have so much I could tell you, but 
I’d probably start to cry, so I’m just not going to say any of 
them, but you know exactly what you mean to me, and I 
appreciate every minute that you’re part of my life. 
 

 “To my Ways and Means team: In all honesty, the hardest 
part of this whole reorg was that I’d have to part ways with all 
of you. The late nights; the stress; the begging for money; 
people complaining, asking for all of this – I can totally get rid 

of all of that, trust me, and I pass it on to whoever comes next. 
But my WAMily – the Ways and Means team, the session staff 
you grow to love each year and can’t figure out how to part with 
– that’s the hardest part. So I’m just going to stop because I’m 
totally pulling a Susie right now; sorry, I didn’t mean that. 
 

 “But, you know, as a Star Wars mama, I think only of what 
Shmi Skywalker told a very scared little Anakin about to face a 
brave new world full of opportunities: ‘You can’t stop change 
any more than you can stop the suns from setting.’ While my 
time as WAM chair has clearly ended and this sun has set, I am 
really excited about the opportunities on my horizon and where 
my sun will rise next. This isn’t the end; it’s clearly just the 
beginning. Thank you for allowing me this opportunity, and I 
stand ready to serve you, my colleagues and the Senate, in any 
way I may be helpful going forward. And ‘May the Fourth’ be 
with you. Thank you.” 
 

 Senate President Kouchi then presented his closing remarks 
as follows: 
 

 “In closing, I, too, want to convey to all of our permanent 
staff, the session employees – who I had a chance to address 
yesterday – all of our full-time employees, our gratitude for the 
hard work that you’ve put in, from the wonderful ladies who are 
cleaning the restrooms and cleaning our offices with such a 
cheery disposition, making my day when they come in in the 
afternoon when I’m tired and down and they’re so upbeat. And 
as a team, every single piece has to work together in unison or 
we will not succeed. And in this building, there are no secrets, 
and so that staff has been performing under very trying and 
tense conditions, and you define greatness by how you respond 
in times of adversity, and I can tell you you are a truly great 
staff, support staff, for the professional way that you’ve served 
each and every one of the 25 members during this legislative 
session. 
 

 “I closed on such a happy note last year, telling the Clerk 
what a thrill it was to hear her say, ‘Twenty-five present’ at the 
end of her roll call, as we had lost our beloved colleague Gil 
Kahele right at the very start, health problems with Senators 
Harimoto and Slom, deaths in the family for so many of us with 
our direct members’ parents and siblings. But I come here and 
say this has been a difficult session. I appreciate all of you 
working as professionally as you can to get us to the finish.” 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Senator Espero moved that the Senate of the Twenty-Ninth 
Legislature of the State of Hawai‘i, Regular Session of 2017, 
adjourn Sine Die, seconded by Senator English and carried. 
 

 At 12:50 p.m., the President rapped his gavel and declared 
the Senate of the Twenty-Ninth Legislature of the State of 
Hawai‘i, Regular Session of 2017, adjourned Sine Die. 
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