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NOTICE OF PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS TO 
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF HAWAII 

 
 

LEGISLATIVE COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 The following communication from the Senate and the House of 
Representatives regarding the proposed constitutional amendments to 
be placed on the 2008 ballot was transmitted to the Chief Election 
Officer and to the following County Clerks: 
 

Ms. Denise DeCosta, City and County of Honolulu; 
Ms. Casey Jarman, County of Hawaii; 
Mr. Roy T. Hiraga, County of Maui; and  
Mr. Peter A. Nakamura, County of Kauai. 

 
 

"May 12, 2008 
 
Mr. Kevin Cronin  
Chief Election Officer  
Office of Elections  
802 Lehua Avenue  
Pearl City, Hawaii  96782  
 
Re:  Hawaii State Constitutional Amendments Proposed by the 
Legislature  
 
Dear Mr. Cronin:   
 
During the Regular Sessions of 2007 and 2008, Twenty-fourth 
Legislature, one (1) measure containing a proposed constitutional 
amendment was adopted in conformance with the requirements 
specified in Article XVII, Section 3 of the Hawaii State Constitution.   
 
The constitutional amendment question with the exact wording as 
specified in the legislation adopted is as follows:   
 
 S.B. No. 966, entitled:   
 

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, SECTION 1, 
OF THE HAWAII CONSTITUTION, TO CHANGE THE AGE 
QUALIFICATION FOR THE OFFICES OF THE GOVERNOR 
AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR FROM THE AGE OF 
THIRTY YEARS TO THE AGE OF TWENTY-FIVE YEARS.   

 
QUESTION: "Shall the age qualification for the office of 

governor and office of lieutenant governor be 
reduced from thirty years of age to twenty-
five years of age?"   

 
S.B. No. 966 passed Third Reading in the House of 
Representatives on April 21, 2008, with 50 members voting in the 
affirmative and Final Reading in the Senate on April 23, 2008, 
with 23 members voting in the affirmative.   

 
 
We write to conform with the provisions of Section 11-119 of the 
Hawaii Revised Statutes which state in pertinent part:   
 

"Whenever the chief election officer is responsible for the printing 
of ballots, the exact wording to appear thereon, including, but not 
limited to, questions and issues shall be submitted to the chief 
election officer not later than 4:30 p.m. on the sixtieth calendar day 
prior to the applicable election."   

 
Sincerely,  
 
/s/         /s/ 
Carol Taniguchi       Patricia Mau-Shimizu  
Clerk of the Senate      Clerk of the House  
 
 

CC: Mr. President and Members of the  
    Hawaii State Senate  
  Mr. Speaker and Members of the  
    Hawaii State House of Representatives  
  Mr. Mark J. Bennett, Attorney General"   
 
 
 

"August 28, 2008 
 
Mr. Kevin Cronin 
Chief Election Officer 
802 Lehua Avenue 
Pearl City, Hawaii 96782 
 
RE:  Notice of Proposed Constitutional Amendment to the 

Constitution of the State of Hawaii [Senate Bill No. 966] 
 
Dear Mr. Cronin: 
 
 Enclosed for your use as the State's Chief Election Officer, and for 
distribution to the County Clerks for their use, are posters of the text 
of said proposed Constitutional amendment in English [white]; 
Japanese [pink]; Chinese [orange]; and Filipino [green]. 
 
 As directed by Mr. Rex Quidilla of your office, a supply of each 
type of poster is being transmitted for use as follows: 
 

 Poll Sites/Extra         Absentee/Extra     
Big Island 67+8 6+3 
Maui 43+7 3+1 
Kauai  17+3 1+1 
Oahu  212+30  5+3 

 
 A total of 1640 posters [English/Japanese/Chinese/Filipino] is 
being transmitted. 
 
 Please be advised that the newspaper publication schedule for the 
proposed Constitutional amendment is as follows: 
 
 (1) Honolulu Star-Bulletin 
   English/Japanese/Chinese/Filipino 
   September 30th, October 7th, October 14th, October 21st 
 
 (2) Filipino Chronicle 
   Filipino only 
   October 7th, October 25th (Election edition) 
 
 (3) Hawaii Hochi 
   Japanese only 
   October 7th 
 
 (4) Singtao 
   Chinese only 
   October 7th 
 
 We will also be transmitting the appropriate number of sets to the 
Hawaii State Librarian for posting at all public libraries across the 
State.  
 
 The text of the proposed Constitutional amendment in all four 
languages will be posted on the Legislature's website 
[www.capitol.hawaii.gov] beginning on September 5th.  In addition, 
the Office of Language Access has indicated that they are planning to 
create a link to the legislative website to point their users to the 
foreign language text. 
 
 Sets of posters in all four languages will also be posted on all 
common area Capitol bulletin boards beginning on September 5th. 
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 If you need additional posters or if you would like the electronic 
documents for the four language versions of the proposed 
Constitutional amendment for additional publications on your part, 
please contact one of us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/         /s/ 
Carol Taniguchi       Patricia Mau-Shimizu  
Clerk of the Senate      Clerk of the House  
 
CC: President Colleen Hanabusa and 
  Members of the Senate 
  
  Speaker Calvin K.Y. Say and  
  Members of the House 
 
  Mr. Mark Bennett 
  Attorney General" 
 
 
 

"August 28, 2008 
 
Mr. Richard Burns 
State Librarian 
44 Merchant Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
RE:  Notice of Proposed Constitutional Amendment to the 

Constitution of the State of Hawaii [Senate Bill No. 966] 
 
Dear Mr. Burns: 
 
 Enclosed for your use as the State Librarian, and for distribution to 
the Hawaii State Libraries statewide for their use, are posters of the 
text of said proposed Constitutional amendment in English [white]; 
Japanese [pink]; Chinese [orange]; and Filipino [green]. 
 
 As directed by Mr. Dion Balisacan of the Library's Document 
Division, a supply of each type of poster is being transmitted for use 
as follows: 
 

Big Island 13 
Maui 8 
Kauai  6 
Oahu  24 

 
 A total of 204 posters [English/Japanese/Chinese/Filipino] is being 
transmitted. 
 
 Please be advised that the newspaper publication schedule for the 
proposed Constitutional amendment is as follows: 
 
 (1) Honolulu Star-Bulletin 
   English/Japanese/Chinese/Filipino 
   September 30th, October 7th, October 14th, October 21st 
 
 (2) Filipino Chronicle 
   Filipino only 
   October 7th, October 25th (Election edition) 
 
 (3) Hawaii Hochi 
   Japanese only 
   October 7th 
 
 (4) Singtao 
   Chinese only 
   October 7th 
 
 We will also be transmitting the appropriate number of sets to the 
Chief Election Officer for posting at all polling sites across the State.  
 

 The text of the proposed Constitutional amendment in all four 
languages will be posted on the Legislature's website 
[www.capitol.hawaii.gov] beginning on September 5th.  In addition, 
the Office of Language Access has indicated that they are planning to 
create a link to the legislative website to point their users to the 
foreign language text. 
 
 Sets of posters in all four languages will also be posted on all 
common area Capitol bulletin boards beginning on September 5th. 
 
 If you need additional posters or if you would like the electronic 
documents for the four language versions of the proposed 
Constitutional amendment for additional publications on your part, 
please contact one of us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/         /s/ 
Carol Taniguchi       Patricia Mau-Shimizu  
Clerk of the Senate      Clerk of the House  
 
CC: President Colleen Hanabusa  
  
  Speaker Calvin K.Y. Say and  
 
  Mr. Mark Bennett 
  Attorney General" 
 



2008 HOUSE JOURNAL PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF HA WAil 

During the Regular Sessions of 2007 and 2008, Twenty- fourth Legislature, ONE ( I ) measu~e containing a pr~posed 
constitutional amendment was adopted in conformance with the requirements of Article XVII, SectiOn 3 of the Hawan State 
Constitution. 

S.B.No.966 

A BILL FOR AN ACT PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE V, SECTION I, OF THE HAWAII 
CONSTITUTION, TO CHANGE THE AGE 
QUALIFICATION FOR THE OFFICES OF GOVERNOR 
AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR FROM THE AGE OF 
THIRTY YEARS TO THE AGE OF TWENTY-FIVE 
YEARS. 

BE IT ENACfED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE 
STATEOFHAWAU: 

SECTION I. The legislature finds that amending the 

Constitution of the State of Hawaii to allow Hawaii residents, 

twenty-five years and older, to be a candidate for and hold the 

office of governor or lieutenant governor will inspire Hawaii's 

young people to participate in the leadership process. There 

are many outstanding, qualified, and experienced candidates 

under thirty who are unable to run for the office of governor 

or lieutenant governor because of the current arbitrary age 

restriction of thirty years. 

While there are many successful entrepreneurs, military 

leaders, and elected officials who are under the age of thirty, 

young people are generally more disillusioned with 

government, and feel they are excluded and are not a part of 

the process. Lowering the age to twenty-five for Hawaii's top 

elected officials will inspire young people, who will realize 

the door is open and the opportunity is there for them to 

represent our state as governor or lieutenant governor. 

The legislature further finds that a twenty-five year old, 

according to the United States Constitution, is qualified to run 

for and be elected to Congress, and therefore has the power to 

declare war, sending hundreds of thousands of American sons 

and daughters into combat, risking their lives. Thousands of 

Hawaii soldiers of all ages recently returned from Iraq, and 

many of these returning veterans are young people who feel 

inspired from the experience to serve Hawaii in a leadership 

position. 

The purpose of this Act is to propose an amendment to 

article V, section I , of the Constitution of the State of Hawaii 

to reduce the age qualification for the office of governor from 

thirty years to twenty-five years. This amendment will also 

reduce the age for the lieutenant governor, as the 

qualifications are the same for both offices, as stated in article 

V, section 2. 

SECTION 2. Article V, section I, of the Constitution of 

the State of Hawaii is amended to read as follows: 

"THE EXECUTIVE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE EXECUTIVE 

Section 1. The executive power of the State shall be 

vested in a governor. The governor shall be elected by the 

qualified voters of this State at a general election. The person 

receiving the highest number of votes shall be the 

governor. In case of a tie vote, the selection of the governor 

shall be determined as provided by law. 

The term of office of the governor shall begin at noon on 

the first Monday in December next following the governor's 

election and end at noon on the first Monday in December, 

four years thereafter. 

No person shall be elected to the office of governor for 

more than two consecutive full terms. 

No person shall be eligible for the office of governor 

unless the person shall be a qualified voter, have attained the 

age of[~] twenty-five years and have been a resident of 

this State for five years immediately preceding the person's 

election. 

The governor shall not hold any other office or 

employment of profit under the State or the United States 

during the governor's term of office." 

SECTION 3. The question to be printed on the ballot shall 

be as follows: 

"Shall the age qualification for the office of governor and 

office of lieutenant governor be reduced from thirty 

years of age to twenty-five years of age?" 

SECTION 4. Constitutional material to be repealed is 

bracketed and stricken. New constitutional material is 

underscored. 

SECTION 5. This amendment shall take effect upon 

compliance with article XVII, section 3, of the Constitution of 

the State of Hawaii. 

PATRICIA MAU-SHIMJZU 
Clerk of the House of Representatives 

CAROL TANIGUCHI 
Clerk of the Senate 

2037 
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