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community groups and other govérnmental
agencies in the formulation of these plans;

2. That said planning shall take place
within the framework established by Act 185,
Sessions Laws of Hawaii 1970, the Executive
Budget Act, including the following catego-
ries: (1) research and development costs; (2)
capital investment costs; (3) non-capital in-
vestment costs; and (4) operating costs;

. 3; -That the University shall submit a
progress report to the Legislature no later
than twenty days prior to the convening of
the 1972 Regular Sessiori of the Legislature.

Signed by all members of the Committee
except Representative R. Garcia.

SCRep. 914 Finance on S.lBT No. 276

The purposes of this bill are: (1) to transfer
the authority of the chiefs of police with re-
spect to approval of certain vehicle safety
equipment to the state highway safety coor-
dinator, (2) to expand the authority to in-
clude other vehicle equipment, (3) to enable
Hawaii to join the Vehicle Equipment Safety
Compact, and (4) to provide an appropria-
tion for the implementation and enforcement
of this program.

The provisions hereof relating to safety
equipment and cognizance of the highway
safety coordinator thereover, are intended to
protect the consumer from that which is unt-
ested or potentially hazardous, requiring
such equipment to be examined and ap-
proved prior to sale in the State, the manufac-
turers thereof being required to pay for
testing costs. '

These measures are adjunctive to the
provision hereof enabling Hawaii to join the
Vehicle Equipment Safety Compact, which
presently comprises 44 other jurisdictions
consisting of a commissioner from each
member state, the purpose of which is to pro-
mote and secure uniformity of law and prac-
tice in the regulation of vehicle equipment
and to encourage and utilize research in vehi-
cle equipment in the interest of highway
safety. ' '

By this bill, the governor is authorized to
create. one new permanent - position ‘in the
office of the highway safety coordinator to
implement the purposes hereof. There is an
appropriation from the highway special fund
in the sum of $40,000 for the fiscal biennium,

which includes funds to be used in payment
of the dues of membership in the commission
and personal services, supplies, equipment
and other costs to be expended by the office
of the highway safety coordinator.

Your Committee on Finance is in accord
with the intent and purpose of S. B. Ne. 276,
S. D. 1, and recommends that it pass third
reading. ; ;

Signed by all members of the Committee.

SCRep. 915 Finance on S.B: No. 801

The purpose of this bill is to enable an
elective officer or judge, who is eligible for
maximum retirement benefits but below
mandatory retirement age, to choose to con-
tinue in service with the assurance that such
an election will not result in any diminuation
of retirement benefits.

Under existing law, if such a person dies ™’
during such extended service, there would be
a loss in survivors benefits payable to his de-
pendents. This bill enables such a person to
continue in service and, at the same time, to
terminate his membership in the State em-
ployee’s retirement system as if he had actu-
ally retired, with the proviso that he will
receive no retirement allowance until he ac-
tually leaves active service. :

This bill was amended in the Senate so as
to include those members who may already
have attained their maximum retirement al-
lowarice level or those who might qualify
“shortly thereafter”. Your Committee on
Judiciary, from which this bill was referred,
further amended it to prevent a judge from
continuing in office indefinitely under this
provision, but which it said was “not in-
tended to apply to judges over the age of
sixty-five presently in office”.

‘Your Committee on Finance is in accord
with the intent and purpose of S. B. No. 801,
S.D. 2, H. D. 1, and recommends that it pass
third reading.

Signed by all members of the Committee.
SCRep..916 Finance on S.B. No. 1160

The purpose of this bill, as amended
heretofore, is to provide that authority to
contract for legal services to indigent crimi-
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nal defendants shall be a function of the de-
partment of budget and finance rather than
the State supreme court.

As introduced, this bill would have created
a “new law” regarding counsel for indigent
criminal defendants, placing the office of the
public defender thereby created within: the
office of the governor. Under. present law
(Act 223, Session Laws.of Hawaii 1969) the
supreme court is authorized to contract for
services to indigent persons accused of
offenses. punishable by imprisonment for
more than sixty days, and related cases.

Upon consideration hereof, your Commit-
tee on Judiciary, from which this bill was
referred, “scrapped” the proposed new law’
and - substituted therefor existing section
611-3. (section 3 of Act 223) amended as
aforesaid, in order to “eliminate any aura of
conflict in a situation where those persons
defending indigents are appearing in the Su-
preme Court of the State.” Stand. Com. Rep.
No. 877.

It is-apparent, therefore, that although this
billinvolves the matter of fiscal responsibility
for the public defender program, which is a
proper question for consideration by your
Committee on Finance pursuant to' House
Rule 53, the bill also involves far more com-
plex legal questions relating to that program,
the consideration of which we have had nei-
ther the time or occasion to undertake, and
which more properly belong before your
Committee on Judiciary. Our recommenda-
tion hereupon, therefore, relates: only to the
proposed: funding process for this vital ser-
vice, and should not be construed as repre-
sentative of any. view respecting the public
defender program otherwise, either as:it pres-
ently exists or as it is. proposed to exist under
this bill as introduced. Upon. that under-
standing, your Committee is satisfied that the
department of budget and finance is the
proper expending agency for this program.

Your Committee on Finance:-is in accord
with the intent and purpose of S. B. No.
1160, S. D..1, H. D. 1, and recommends that
it pass third reading.

Signed by all members-of the Committee.
SCRep. 917 Finance on S.B. No. 1173
The purpose of this bill is to reduce the

membership of the Hawaii Public Employ-
ment Relations Board from five members to

three members by amending Sec. -5 of
Act 171, Session Laws of Hawaii 1970 (sec-
tion 89-5 (a), Hawaii Revised Statutes).

As hereby amended, one member shall
represent management, one member shall
represent labor, and the third member, who
shall also be the chairman, shall represent the
public. Your Commiitee believes that a
three-member board will be able to function
efficiently, without loss of expertise.

Your Committée on Finance is in accord
with the intent and purpose of S. B. No.
1173, S. D. 1, and recommends that it pass
third reading.

Signed by all members of the Committee.
SCRep. 918 Finance on S.B. No. 1283

The purpose of this bill is to effect practical
research in the area of crop diversification
and to explore new areas of crop develop-
ment, thereby strengthening the agricultural
base of the industry as well as creating fur-
ther marketing areas for Hawaiian agricul-
ture.

As passed by the Senate, this bill amended
several sections of chapter 153, relating to the
Hawaii agricultural products program and
revolving fund, administered by the board of
agriculture, as the means of inaugurating the
proposed farming demonstration project, es-
tablishing in the department of agriculture
for administrative purposes an advisory coin-
mittee on' agricultural products. -

When considered by your Committee on
Agriculture, to which this bill was initially
referred after transmitted from the Senate, it
said that the purpose hereof: '

... falls within the acknowledged and
accepted mission of the College of Tropical
Agriculture of the University of Hawaii.
Therefore, the administration of the pro-
gram would be more effectively carried out
by the College of Tropical Agriculture in
cooperation with the department of
agriculture and has amended the bill to so
provide.” .

In any event, wherever the project is situ-
ate, your Committee is satisfied as to its pro-
spective merits. The appropriation requested
as necessary for the purpose of this bill is in
the sum of $100,000, which your Committee
hereby recommends. '






























































