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Kaka‘ako Makai area.  S.B. No. 534, S.D. 1, also amends Sections 206E-12 and 206E-

31.5, HRS, to exempt the new residential developments from HCDA dedication rules 

and statutory prohibitions related to KCDD.  

 B&F notes that it is uncertain which OHA special fund is being referenced in 

Section 2 of this bill if any currently exists.   

 Furthermore, as a matter of general policy, B&F does not support the creation of 

any special fund or special fund subaccount that does not meet the requirements of 

Section 37-52.3, HRS.  Special funds should:  1) serve a need as demonstrated by the 

purpose, scope of work, and an explanation why the program cannot be implemented 

successfully under the general fund appropriation process; 2) reflect a clear nexus 

between the benefits sought and charges made upon the users or beneficiaries or a 

clear link between the program and the sources of revenue; 3) provide an appropriate 

means of financing for the program or activity; and 4) demonstrate the capacity to be 

financially self-sustaining.  Regarding S.B. No. 534, S.D. 1, it is difficult to determine 

whether the proposed special fund subaccount would be self-sustaining. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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adjust its apportionment among the taxpayers.  To address this constitutional concern, 

and to address an inadvertent reference to the Authority on page 13, line 6, we suggest 

amending this bill as follows: 

1.  Replace the title and text for section 206E-B on page 12, lines 12-15, with: 

"§206E-B  Kakaako makai fee.  The office of Hawaiian affairs shall 

determine and assess a Kakaako makai service fee in accordance with 

applicable law."; 

and 

2.  Replace the text for section 206E-C on page 12, line 16, to page 13, line 7, with: 

"§206E-C  Kakaako makai special account.  Fees collected 

pursuant to section 206E-B shall be deposited into a special account for 

the office of Hawaiian affairs.  Moneys from the special account shall be 

used to fund various public services and projects for the Kakaako 

community development district makai of Ala Moana Boulevard and 

between Kewalo Basin and the foreign trade zone, including the Kewalo 

Basin area, as determined by the office of Hawaiian affairs in accordance 

with applicable law.  Disbursements from the special account shall be 

made in accordance with procedures adopted by the office of Hawaiian 

affairs and approved by the director of finance." 

One of the purposes of this bill is to authorize the Authority to approve residential 

development in that portion of the Kakaako community development district makai of 

Ala Moana Boulevard and between Kewalo basin and the foreign trade zone if certain 

findings are made.  Currently, paragraph (2) of section 206E-31.5, Hawaii Revised 

Statutes (HRS) prohibits residential development in Kakaako makai.  Instead of 

repealing paragraph (2) of section 206E-31.5, HRS, this bill proposes to create an 

exception to the general rule (i.e., the prohibition against residential development) that 

encompasses the entirety of the general rule.  Section 206E-A(a) makes the prohibition 

against residential development unnecessary in paragraph (2) of section 206E-31.5, 

HRS.  To make this bill clearer, we recommend the following amendments: 
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TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF SB534 WITH COMMENTS 
Relating to the Hawai‘i Community Development Authority 

 
Senate Committee on Judiciary 

Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 

February 26, 2025                       10:05 a.m.                                        Room 211 
Aloha e Chairs Rhoads and Dela Cruz, Vice Chairs Gabbard and Moriwaki, and Members 
of the Senate Committees on Judiciary and Ways and Means 

Mahalo for hearing SB534_HD1, which is one of the Office of Hawaiian Affair’s 
(OHA’s) 2025 Legislative Priorities. OHA appreciates the time dedicated to considering 
this important bill which provides an innovative approach to addressing the State’s 
housing crisis while also fulfilling the terms of the historic 2012 settlement between the 
State and OHA by unlocking the full development value of the Kaka‘ako Makai lands.  
OHA submits this testimony in SUPPORT of SB534_HD1, and respectfully requests that 
the Committee adopt the amendments proposed below. 

Overview of SB534_HD1 

OHA’s Kaka‘ako Makai workforce development bill offers an innovative solution to 
addressing the housing crisis in urban Honolulu by prioritizing the development of 
affordable, owner-occupant, workforce-focused housing. This initiative aims to provide 
essential housing options for Hawai‘i’s critical workforce, including educators, healthcare 
professionals, law enforcement personnel, hospitality workers, civil service employees, 
and construction industry workers—individuals who form the backbone of the state’s 
economy and community services. At the same time, OHA remains committed to ensuring 
continued public access and use of Kaka‘ako Makai. See map. The bill sets forth both a 
commitment to fair, community-centered development of Kaka‘ako Makai, and a 
development template for ensuring that those who serve us can afford to live and thrive in 
the communities where they work.  

The proposed development of Kaka‘ako Makai also presents a unique opportunity 
to invest in a Hawaiian cultural center and other important OHA initiatives funded by 
revenue generated from market sales of residential units, as well as mixed-use and 
commercial income. The cultural center that OHA plans to construct here would serve as 
a vibrant hub for public education, community engagement, and the perpetuation of 
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Native Hawaiian traditions and practices. By integrating this cultural cornerstone into the 
development, OHA can advance its core mission of improving the lives of Native 
Hawaiians, while ensuring that the community benefits of the project extend beyond the 
families who will directly benefit from moving into affordable workforce housing units set 
aside under the terms of the bill. See SB534_HD1, § 2 (reserving 50% +1 unit for 
workers making at or below 140% of the area median income). 

The Need for SB534_HD1 

As detailed in a recent study published by the Economic Research Organization at 
the University of Hawai’i (UHERO), as of 2023, only one in five local households across 
the State (20%) could afford a mortgage on the median-priced single-family home.1 
Among renters, 56% of households are rent-burdened (spending more than 30% of their 
income on rent) while 28% are severely rent-burdened (spending more than half their 
income on rent).2  In other words, home ownership is outside the reach of the vast 
majority of local residents, and the majority of renters are burdened or severely burdened 
by market rate rental prices. 

“The consequences of unaffordable housing continue to show up in out-
migration, homelessness, and more families being priced out of the local market.”3 For 
example, in 2022, more than 67,000 former Hawai’i residents moved to other states, with 
the high-cost of housing identified in surveys as a leading cause of out-migration.4 During 
the same post-Covid time-period, Hawai’i rose to number four on the list of states with the 
highest rates of homelessness, 5 a tragic distinction that does not reflect the long-standing 
value of our community to help those in need. 

On the island of O’ahu, the median single family home has increased to 
$1,030,000 (second to Maui where the median single family home is priced at 
$1,050,000), and the median condominium price has increased to $566,805.6 As detailed 
in the UHERO Report case-study looking at The Central condominium project in Ala 
Moana, construction of a single new condominium unit that is sold to a local resident can 
help up to four families “upgrade” to better living conditions as previously occupied 

 
1 Tyndall, J., Bond-Smith, D., Inafuku, R., Rhinebolt, V., Wood, C., & Kim, E. 

(2024). The Hawai‘i Housing Factbook 2024. University of Hawaii Economic Research 
Organization (UHERO), p. 1, http://uhero.hawaii.edu (hereinafter “UHHERO Report”). 

2 UHHERO Report at p. 7. 
3 UHHERO Report at p. 1. 
4 UHHERO Report at 7. 
5 UHHERO Report at 7 
6 UHHERO Report at 3. 
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Comments:  

Aloha! 

     Once again, after many past attempts of OHA to skirt established law prohibiting residential 

high-rise condos in Kaka'ako Makai, we have SB534 asking for zoning variance.   

     There are many reasons to NOT support SB534 that have been mentioned in the past 

including:  Destruction of the last open coast in Honolulu, ecological issues regarding deep 

piling construction under a former dump site, opening the door for other hi-rise builders to flood 

the area creating another "Waikiki." 

     Follow the money.  Members of the OHA board are Real Estate salespeople.  When condo 

and other business real estate sales come up, they will take the 6% profit on this potential billion 

dollar development.  "Affordable condos" are not really affordable to local working people no 

matter what OHA claims.  The key to their development is the "market price" hi-rise units that 

will be right on the shoreline.  Where will the OHA profits go?  See if any of the Hawaiians at 

Waimanalo, Papakolea, Waianae and even the outer islands will see anything from this illegal 

project. 

     Please shelf SB534 and hope that OHA will act responsibily with their ceded land without hi-

rise residential condo building structures. 

     Mahalo for your time. 
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TESTIMONY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUBS 

To the Senate Committees on Judiciary and Ways and Means 
 

SB 534 SD1 - RELATING TO THE HAWAII COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY 

Aloha Chair Rhoads, Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chairs, and Members of the Committees: 
  

The Association of Hawaiian Civic Club supports SB 534, SD 1, which allows for the 
approval of residential development on certain parcels in Kaka‘ako Makai, raises building height 
limits, requires a portion of the units built on these parcels to be made available to households of 
certain income levels, and requires an association fee be collected from certain residents, tenants, 
and lessees of these parcels and deposited into a Kaka‘ako Makai sub-account of the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs Special Fund. 

 
This bill will support the Office of Hawaiian Affairs in realizing the full value of the 

parcels in Kaka‘ako Makai that it acquired during the settlement agreement in 2012. The 
existing prohibitions against residential development and the height restrictions have prevented 
this in the past. By allowing the residential development in Kaka‘ako Makai, the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs will be able to better serve its constituents while also creating needed housing 
units for people of Hawaiʻi. 

 
The Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs has a long-standing track record of advocating 

for the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and other Native Hawaiian trusts, in its efforts to manage 
trust assets on behalf of beneficiaries. Over the past 15 years, our organization has adopted 
dozens of resolutions at our annual conventions to this end. We believe this measure will lead to 
great future opportunities for those served by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. 

 
We appreciate your favorable consideration of this bill. 
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KA ‘AHA KENEKOA 
 

THE THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE 
REGULAR SESSION OF 2025 

 
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair 

Senator Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair 
 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Senator Sharon Y. Moriwaki, Vice Chair 
 

Wednesday, February 26, 2025, 10:05 AM 
Conference Room 211 & Videoconference 

 
Re: Testimony on SB534, SD1 – RELATING TO THE HAWAII COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY 
 
Chairs Rhoads and Dela Cruz, Vice Chairs Gabbard and Moriwaki, and Members of the 
Committees: 
 
The United Public Workers, AFSCME Local 646, AFL-CIO (“UPW”) is the exclusive bargaining 
representative for approximately 14,000 public employees, which includes blue collar, non-
supervisory employees in Bargaining Unit 1 and institutional, health, and correctional employees 
in Bargaining Unit 10, in the State of Hawaii and various counties.  Additionally, UPW also 
represents approximately 1,500 members in the private sector. 
 
UPW supports SB534, SD1, which clarifies the process by which the Hawaii Community 
Development Authority may approve residential development on certain parcels of Kakaako 
Makai.  Additionally, this measure requires a certain percentage of the residential units 
developed on certain parcels to be allocated to households at or below a certain income level in 
perpetuity, with priority given to certain essential workforce in the area and limits the sale of 
residential units developed in certain residential developments to prospective owner-
occupants. 
 
For many years, Hawaii has had the distinction of having the highest cost of living in the U.S., 
based in part on the average price of food, utility, and transportation costs.  However, it is 



 

widely known that the high cost of housing, particularly in urban Honolulu, is the most 
substantial cost for working families and has become a significant financial burden for hard-
working local residents who want to remain in Hawaii. 
 
By allocating more than 50% of residential units to households with income at or below 140% 
of the area median income, limiting the sale of residential units to prospective owner-
occupants, and prioritizing the housing needs of Oahu’s essential workforce, we believe the 
development of Kakaako Makai could provide some of our members with a path to 
homeownership in urban Honolulu. 
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify in support of this measure. 
 
  

 









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 







 

 

The Committee on Judiciary 
& 

The Committee on Ways and Means  
February 26, 2025 

 Room 211 
10:05 AM 

 
 

RE:​ SB 534, Relating to the Hawaii Community Development Authority 
 
Attention:  Chairs Karl Rhoads and Donovan Dela Cruz, Vice Chairs Mike Gabbard and Sharon 
Moriwaki, and Members of the Committees 
 
The University of Hawaii Professional Assembly (UHPA), the exclusive bargaining 
representative for all University of Hawai‘i faculty members across Hawai‘i’s statewide 
10-campus system, supports SB 534, SD 1, relating to the Hawaii Community Development 
Authority. 
 
SB 534, SD 1, prioritizes affordable housing for six essential industries, including education.  
Through the prioritization of workforce housing, more hardworking University of Hawaii Faculty 
will have an opportunity to reside within Urban Honolulu, close to multiple UH campuses. 
 
UHPA supports and requests the passage of SB 534, SD 1. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Christian L. Fern 
Executive Director 
University of Hawaii Professional Assembly  

University of Hawaii 
Professional Assembly 

1017 Palm Drive ✦ Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-1928 
Telephone: (808) 593-2157 ✦ Facsimile: (808) 593-2160 

Website: www.uhpa.org 
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HEWEU STATP AFL-CIO
888 Mililani Street, Suite 501 . Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Randy Perreira
President

Telephone : (8O 8) 597- 1 44 1

Fax: (8O8)593-2149

The Thirty-Third Legislature
The Senate

Committee on Ways and Means
Committee on Judiciary

Testimony by
Hawaii State AFL-ClO

February 26,2025

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF 58534 SD1- RELATING TO THE HAWAII COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Chairs Dela Cruz and Rhoads, Vice Chairs Moriwaki and Gabbard, and members of the
Committees:

The Hawaii State AFL-CIO is a state federation of 76 affiliate labor organizations representing
over 69,000 union members in Hawaii. The AFL-CIO serves its affiliates by advocating for the
rights of working families, promoting fair wages, ensuring safe working conditions, and

supporting policies that strengthen Hawaii's workforce.

The Hawaii State AFL-CIO supports 58534 SDL, which allows residential development in the
Kakaako Makai area and prioritizes affordable housing for essential workers. Expanding housing

access for Hawaii's workforce is a critical step in addressing affordability challenges and ensuring
families can continue to live and work in Hawaii.

This measure provides a pathway to strengthen Hawaii's economy and retain workers by creating
housing opportunities for those who are essential to our communities.

Re llv mitted,

andy Perreira
President



HAWAII GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION
AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO

RANDY PERREIRA, Executive Director . Tel: 808.543.0011 . Fax: 808.528.0922

AFSCME
tocAt 152, AFL-C|O

The Thirty-Third Legislature, State of Hawaii
The Senate

Committee on Judiciary
Committee on Ways and Means

Testimony by
Hawaii Government Employees Association

February 26,2025

S.B. 534. S.D. 1 _ RELATING TO THE HAWAII COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY.

The Hawaii Government Employees Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO supports
the concept of S.B. 534, S.D. 1, which requires a certain percentage of the residential
units developed on certain parcels to be allocated to households at or below a certain
income level, with priority given to certain essential workforce in the area.

The HGEA represents many employees within healthcare, education, law enforcement,
and in general, thousands of civil servants that would be prioritize if this housing
development were to move forurard because they work within Downtown Honolulu and
the Civic Center. Many of our members struggle with existing rent or mortgage, and we
recognize the need for the development of more thoughtful affordable workforce housing.
Reports indicate that our state's workforce has a 24o/o vacancy rate and 30% of our state;s
current workforce is eligible to retire in the next five years. Therefore, the state and
counties must develop modern and attractive benefits to recruit and retain the next
generation of public employees. We believe workforce housing can serve as one of many
tools to help accomplish this.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of s.B. 534, s.D. 1

il bmitted,

Randy Perreira
Executive Director

888 MILILANI STREET, SUITE 401 HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-2991
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Audrey Lee Testifying for Malama 
Moana Oppose Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

WE STRONGLY OPPOSE SB534 SD1: 

1. The purpose of passing this bill is to overturn an existing law which has protected Kaka'ako 
Makai for two decades from development and those who don't care about the land and its people. 
Once this protection is taken away, all current plans of what could be done with the land will 
dissolve. Before OHA was given this land, they fought to keep this very area free from 
development along with the groups and individuals still opposing that development today. 

2. SB534 has been and continues to be painted as an answer to affordable housing for the local 
Hawaiian community. It is specifically mentioning those in the medical, education, fire, and 
police workforces making less than 140% of the average median income of the Kaka'ako area. 
The affordable prices for that area are about $200,000 less than market prices, but still high for 
incomes in the workforce. To say this bill is giving priority to workforce housing may sound like 
a nice idea, but taking the incomes of those in the workforce into consideration, it is really a 
hardship rather than a solution. 

3. The current perspective of SB534 SD1 is to give more control to OHA and remove HCDA 
from as much control as possible. The Committees that passed this bill to this point are 
"encouraging" OHA to utilize HCDA's knowledge and information that has been worked on over 
many years for the Kaka'ako Makai area. What I have heard from the Public Meetings and 
Hearings from OHA is that they do not want to do so. So, more control for OHA is questionable 
and probably more costly. 

4. If the environmental concerns about the land itself before building anything residential is 
important, wouldn't that have been the first thing to check on before changing a law protecting 
the land? All this pomp and circumstance about changing the law, but no legitimate study such 
as an environmental assessment or impact statement preceding the change? If I were going to 
have my family live on land that might or might not be toxic, I would want to check on that first 
even if it were free. So, being a steward of the Hawaiian people, I know I would definitely want 
to know that it was absolutely safe for anyone to live there before making plans for them to give 
their life savings and entire income to live there. I heard representatives from OHA say at a 
public hearing about Kaka'ako Makai and Kaka'ako Mauka land, "If they passed those 
environmental tests, we will, too." I think this is a significant misconception, but better to hear 
that from a geological scientist than me. 



As much as we would like OHA to access the monies it was entitled to from the State, we feel 
overturning the law protecting Kaka'ako Makai is not the solution. Affordable housing can be 
built in other areas that are not occupied with landfills and shallow grounds. Please do not use 
SB534 SD1 or related bills to feel better about the State getting OHA to take the land years ago. 
THERE IS A WAY, BUT THIS IS NOT IT.  
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Figure 1:   Parcels identified for residential development (in S.B. 534, S.D. 1). 
 
 

 
Figure 2:   Parcels identified for 400-foot-tall building height limits and increased 
density of FAR 10.0 (in S.B. 534, S.D. 1). 
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Figure 4:  100-year flood hazard zones (annual 1% chance of occurrence) and 
base flood elevations in the makai area. 
 

 
Figure 5:  3.2-foot sea level rise exposure area in the makai area. 
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Figure 6:  Land ownership and proposed residential in the makai area (in 
S.B.534, SD1). 

 
(3) Building Height and Density Considerations.  The bill proposes to direct 

that building heights be increased from 200 feet to 400 feet and that the density be 
increased to a FAR of 10.0 for two of parcels owned by OHA, as shown in Figure 6 
above [Page 10, Lines 16-21].  The urban form in the Makai Area was intended to be 
diverse, with a mix of structures rising to levels of 200 feet and stepping down to 65 feet 
and 45 feet along the waterfront.  The current urban form of the height of structures 
rising to 200 feet and stepping down to 65 and 45 feet along the waterfront follows the 
same urban form contained in the 2005 Makai Area Plan.  The 200-foot height limit was 
established in consideration of the Makai area being in the vicinity of the airport and the 
approach of airplanes.  It should be noted that when Act 15 (SLH 2012) transferred land 
in the Makai area from HCDA to OHA, the 200-foot building height limit in the Makai 
area was applicable.  OHA accepted the transfer of land, on an as-is basis, and with the 
existing HCDA zoning and entitlements, including the 200-foot height limit.  The 
additional height limit and accompanying density to 10.0 FAR needs to be studied, as 
mentioned above (See Figures 7, 8, and 9 below).  
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(9) Transportation.  Improvements to Ala Moana Boulevard may be required 
to accommodate increased development activity in the makai area, such as widening of 
Ala Moana Boulevard.  A tram or people mover may also be needed to connect the 
makai area with the Skyline rail stations. 

 
(10) Tsunami Hazards.  The makai area is within the tsunami hazard 

evacuation zone and should be considered in the development of a major residential 
community (See Figure 14 below). 

 

 
Figure 14: Tsunami hazard evacuation zones. 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.  

 
 



             AIRLINES COMMITTEE OF HAWAII     

 

  
Daniel K. Inouye International Airport  
Terminal 1, Third Floor  
300 Rodgers Blvd., #62 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1832 
Phone (808) 838-0011 
Fax (808) 838-0231 

  

  

*ACH members are Air Canada, Air New Zealand, Alaska Airlines, All Nippon Airways/Air Japan, Aloha Air Cargo, 
American Airlines, China Airlines, Delta Air Lines, Federal Express, Fiji Airways, Hawaiian Airlines, Japan Airlines, Korean 
Airlines, Philippine Airlines, Qantas Airways, Southwest Airlines, Sun Country Airlines, United Airlines, United Parcel Service, 
and WestJet. 
 

 
Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair 
Senator Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair 
Committee on Judiciary 
 
Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair 
Senator Sharon Moriwaki, Vice Chair 
Committee on Ways and Means 
 
Wednesday, February 26, 2025; 10:05 AM 
Conference Room 211 & Videoconference 
 
RE:  SB 534 SD1 Relating to the Hawaii Community Development Authority - 
Comments 
 
Aloha Chairs Rhoads and Dela Cruz, Vice Chairs Gabbard and Moriwaki and 
members of the committees: 
 
The Airlines Committee of Hawaii (ACH), comprised of 20 signatory air carriers 
that underwrite the State airport system, appreciates the opportunity to submit 
testimony expressing concerns with a specific provision of SB 534 SD1, which 
clarifies the process by which the Hawaii Community Development Authority 
may approve residential development on certain parcels of Kakaako Makai 
and raises the building height limit and the maximum floor area ratio on certain 
parcels in the area. 
 
Of particular concern is the 400-foot building height limit in Section 2, Chapter 
206E-A (e). Given the different aircraft types, payloads, and destinations, 400-
foot structures constructed on Kakaako Makai will have varying impacts to 
airlines serving Hawaii. For example, it appears that most, if not all flights 
departing from HNL RWY 08L will not be impacted. On the other hand, flights 
departing from HNL RWY 08R could be impacted, with certain flights having 
minimal to no impacts, and others having to impose payload restrictions so 
severe that it would not be safe and economically feasible to operate the flight. 
 

i.borland
Late
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If you are inclined to pass this measure, the airlines would like to participate in 
discussions relating to building and crane heights.  Thank you for your 
consideration.    
 
Sincerely, 
  
ACH Executive Committee 

 

Brendan Baker   David Sellers   Elizabeth Loomis 

 
 
Randall Fiertz    Richard Ide 
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2025 8:41:20 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Yvonne Geesey Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Enough already. 

 





SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2025 9:06:52 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John Parkinson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Raising the height limits will destroy what view planes still exist.  

When OHA negotiated the land deal they were aware of the height restrictions.   

I envision that driving down Ala Moana will feel like entering a canyon of buildings if the height 
limits are not kept in place. 

Opposed to this bill. 

Feel free to build out wonderful low-rise communities and commercial spaces using existing 
requirements.  

 







SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2025 10:50:12 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bucky Goo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in to state my position on SB534, that I fully oppose the reversal of the current law 
that prohibits the building of residential units at the Kakaako Makai area. I feel that leaving open 
spaces for the future generations after us to enjoy is crucial to their upbringing. Ala Moana park 
is a fine example of this. OHA can still explore an option to trade of the Kakaako Makai area for 
another suitable area (less costly per square foot, hence more $$ that can go to more housing for 
hawaiians or people of this State).  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2025 11:16:49 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kevin Fung Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in strong opposition of this bill, especially in regards to residential development in 
Kaka'ako Makai and raising of height limits. 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2025 11:40:08 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathryn Feloy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose development of Kakaako makai. I believe this land should remain undeveloped 
and for the use and enjoyment of the public.  
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2025 4:30:26 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alethea Rebman Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This land is the last oceanfront open land here. OHA accepted it in trade knowing the zoning, 
and now keeps lobbying to change the zoning. No development! 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2025 9:02:13 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Grace Ishihara Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose to the development of Kakaako Makai.  We, the people must ensure that the 
natural environment is not ruined by more residential and commercial developments.  In 
addition, there are also environmental reasons (from EPA studies) that allowing residential 
development in Kakaako Makai shouldn't be permitted due to areas contaminated by toxins on 
the surfaces and in the groundwater.   

Let us continue to protect and cherish this area, now  and for the future generations.  Mahalo for 
you consideration.   

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2025 9:26:21 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lance T. Iwami Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE THIS BILL 

 







SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2025 7:12:44 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Foster Righter Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose SB534. We need to preserve what little public open space and parks we have 
remaining on O'ahu. O'ahu is overcrowded, overdeveloped, choked by traffic and pollution, and 
doesn't provide enough green space and clean ocean access to the current population! Don't make 
it worse! These projects, no matter how well intentioned (a dubious claim anyway), NEVER end 
up helping low income locals or the Aina in any way shape or form. They always provide a short 
term money grab for developers, and nothing more. Stope repeating this destructive cycle! 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2025 8:08:36 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jun Look Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

" The lei of Green" created by Gov Waiahee was to protect and cherish our makai coastline for 
GENERATIONS.  OHA's plan is threatening that concept with their plan 

OHA is a special interest, benefiting one group over another.  The state needs to give OHA land 
for revenue... trade the makai land for some thing they can use and make money from.  The State 
has other pieces of property. 

Stop the Steal...  

 





SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2025 10:46:23 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anthony Makana Paris Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I support. 

Me ke aloha, 

Anthony Makana Paris 

Kapolei, Hawaii 

 







SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2025 12:21:55 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

JONATHAN LOTT Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please don't open the door to residential towers makai of Ala Moana Blvd. 

Mahalo, 

-Jon 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2025 1:01:06 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Heidi A. Meeker Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

 Chair Donovan Dela Cruz, Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Chair Karl Rhoads, Senate Committee on Judiciary 

My name is Heidi A. Meeker, I have been a resident of Kakaako for 32 years. 

I am strongly opposed to SB534 SD1.  This bill will permit the extension of Kakaako Mauka 
(Howard Hughes Town) down along Ala Moana Boulevard to the Foreign Trade Zone. 

It is time that we are more honest and forthright about the purpose of this bill.  It's not going to 
bring about more affordable housing for Native Hawaiians, native Hawaiians and current non-
Hawaiian citizens of the state.  It is going to permit private entities to build 4 or 5 towers.  For 
there to be any interest in private development, the State will permit more luxury condos.  The 
area will eventually look just like the rest of Kakaako across the street.  Yes, there will be some 
token number of "affordable" units available, and they will get great publicity for them.  BUT, 10 
years later, those units will either be flipped or rented out. 

When this happens in other privately owned parcels in Kakaako, there is little we can do.  Here is 
are talking about State-owned land, the last open space on the south shore of urban 
Honolulu.  Please think about the future.  Ala Moana Beach Park is at capacity.  The Waterfront 
Park gets more populated each year.  What's going to happen 20 to 50 years from now?   

OHA is owed ceeded land revenue.   Pay them the money they are owed, but don't steal the last 
potential open space from the future citizens of Honolulu.  There was a reason this body 
prohibited residential development on these parcels a few years ago.  I ask you to think back to 
what your reasoning was then.  Yes, we are told the housing situation is getting much 
worse.  But this bill will do nothing to improve the situation.  Once the future Howard Hughes-
types get this land, it will no longer be public open space.  Think about the future, think about 
who will need open space.  Thank you. 

 



 Testimony to the Hawaii Legislature JDC/WAM Committees Subject: Strong Opposition to 
the Building of Residential Housing Up to 400 Feet Tall in the Kewalo Basin of Kaka'ako in 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Dear Esteemed Members of the JDC and WAM Committees, 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed construction of residential housing 
up to 400 feet tall in the Kewalo Basin of Kaka'ako. My name is Gwendolyn V. Kirkland. I am a 
retired Certified Financial Planner (CFP) and Registered Investment Advisor (RIA), and an 
ordained minister in the United Church of Christ. I moved to Honolulu in October 2022, and I 
carry with me the aloha spirit and mana for the Hawaiian land and the people and culture. 

The overbuilding of Honolulu, particularly in the Kaka'ako area, is contributing to the 
displacement of native Hawaiians and working-class people. The oversupply of luxury 
condominiums that remain vacant for extended periods is pricing out those who call this 
beautiful land their home. The proposed construction will only exacerbate this issue, leading to 
further gentrification and loss of cultural identity. 

Furthermore, the construction of such tall residential buildings in the Kewalo Basin will destroy 
access to highly desirable oceanfront areas used for swimming, surfing, and enjoying nature. The 
land in question has been flagged for potential environmental hazards, and proceeding with this 
bill without a thorough evaluation of these risks is a grave mistake. 

The bill enacted twenty years ago to prevent building in this area reflected the wisdom and 
community concern for preserving an uninterrupted natural landscape. It is crucial that we honor 
this legacy and maintain the protections that were put in place for the benefit of the community 
and future generations. We cannot be enticed by short-term financial gains at the expense of our 
precious land and environment. 

In closing, I emphatically oppose the construction of residential housing up to 400 feet tall in the 
Kewalo Basin of Kaka'ako. I urge you to reject this proposal and uphold the existing protections 
that reflect the values and spirit of our community. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, Gwendolyn V. Kirkland Retired CFP, RIA, and Ordained Minister United Church of 
Christ 
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2025 7:02:35 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maya Young Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose bill SB534.  

  

I persist in opposing the construction of large 400-foot buildings on the Makai side of Ala Moana 
Boulevard. Why would we want to add to the concrete jungle and encroach on our last remaining 
piece of beautiful seaside in Honolulu? We have building restrictions in place to ensure safety, to 
encompass the well-thought-out urbanized plan that calculates the flow of people, sewage, water, 
and electricity in the area, and to prevent the island from becoming a neglected dump. We all 
must adhere to the laws that protect our Hawaii. It would be a disservice to all the hard work and 
thought that went into creating such a plan if any group attempted to circumvent the system and 
laws in place for their own gain. We have invested a significant amount of thought and effort 
into the rules and regulations to safeguard Kakaako Makai. However, we lack sufficient sewage, 
power, parking, and roads to support the influx of people into this small, limited area. 
Furthermore, there is no plan in place to determine who will be responsible for the upgrades and 
maintenance of the infrastructure required to support this development. Placing this burden on 
our taxpayers is unacceptable. It is easy to allocate funds to new development because all the 
organizations and businesses that support it will generate profits. However, the problem arises 
when they take that money and disappear, leaving no one to testify and assist in maintaining the 
area, as this would incur costs for them. The city is already struggling to maintain its current 
infrastructure, and we want to add more to its plate? 

  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2025 7:02:58 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marvin Heskett Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Senator, 

I am testifying in strong opposition to have residential development on Kaka'ako Makai. Our 
community worked hard with overwhelming support to keep this land in the hands of the public. 
People from all persuasions worked in unison to make our points heard loud and clear. I 
personally have a favorite memory from 2006 when Aunti Genoa Keawe entertained us during a 
rally, where Da Hui provided lunch, in support of keeping this land public. We need to protect 
this special land, the last oceanfront land on the South shore of Oahu from becoming another 
Waikiki. 

It is clear, from much of the testimony provided in support of this bill that many parties have 
their eye on the personal value developoing the land will bring them.   It is already too late for 
Mauka side of Kaka'ako but it is not too late for Kaka'ako Makai. Let's protect these open spaces 
for our children and our children's children. Let's also protect this land for the value that brings 
people to visit our island.  Developing this space responsibly for public use in a park like setting 
will add value to our city and state as opposed to turning it into a less attractive overbuilt 
shoreline.  

Aloha, 

Marvin Heskett 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2025 7:15:52 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

mia young Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

  

I strongly oppose bill SB534.  

  

I persist in opposing the construction of large 400-foot buildings on the Makai side of Ala Moana 
Boulevard. Why would we want to add to the concrete jungle and encroach on our last remaining 
piece of beautiful seaside in Honolulu? We have building restrictions in place to ensure safety, to 
encompass the well-thought-out urbanized plan that calculates the flow of people, sewage, water, 
and electricity in the area, and to prevent the island from becoming a neglected dump. We all 
must adhere to the laws that protect our Hawaii. It would be a disservice to all the hard work and 
thought that went into creating such a plan if any group attempted to circumvent the system and 
laws in place for their own gain. We have invested a significant amount of thought and effort 
into the rules and regulations to safeguard Kakaako Makai. However, we lack sufficient sewage, 
power, parking, and roads to support the influx of people into this small, limited area. 
Furthermore, there is no plan in place to determine who will be responsible for the upgrades and 
maintenance of the infrastructure required to support this development. Placing this burden on 
our taxpayers is unacceptable. It is easy to allocate funds to new development because all the 
organizations and businesses that support it will generate profits. However, the problem arises 
when they take that money and disappear, leaving no one to testify and assist in maintaining the 
area, as this would incur costs for them. The city is already struggling to maintain its current 
infrastructure, and we want to add more to its plate? 

  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

 





SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2025 8:03:40 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tuan Pham Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

No development on makai! Let future generations enjoy what is important.  Even big cities like 
Chicago have a law that prohibits waterfront development.  
  

  

  

 





  

The fears of the community in 2006 not only remain, but are exacerbated by the development 
since 2006 in Kakaako Mauka.  OHA has demonstrated that it cannot be trusted to be a better 
steward of the aina than those it has often criticized. 

  

Please OPPOSE SB534 SD1and protect our AINA. 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2025 10:01:51 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chrissy  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

  

Dear Senator Donavan Dela Cruz and Senator Karl Rhoads, 

  

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed development of Kakaako Makai 
which threatens the natural beauty and integrity of this cherished area. As a lifelong surfer, I 
have had the privilege of enjoying these open spaces for decades, and I believe it is critical that 
we protect them for future generations. 

This stretch of coastline is not just another parcel of land. It is a sanctuary, a place where people 
from all walks of life can connect with nature, find solace, and enjoy recreational activities that 
support their physical and mental well-being. For those of us who surf, it is a sacred space where 
the rhythm of the ocean is not drowned out by the noise of development. The waves, the vibrant 
ecosystem and the untouched landscape contribute to an experience that no man made 
development could ever replicate. 

The proposed development stands to disrupt not only the local surf community but also the wider 
ecosystem that relies on this area for its balance. The impacts on wildlife, the delicate coastline, 
and the water quality are deeply concerning. This area has provided a home to countless species 
and a place for local families to enjoy the outdoors. Once altered, the natural beauty and 
biodiversity that make this area special could be lost forever. 

I understand that development is often seen as a sign of progress, but true progress is ensuring 
that we protect the places that define us as a community. We must prioritize the well-being of 
our environment and future generations over short-term profits that benefit a select few.  

  

This space is not for sale; it belongs to all of us, and it is our duty to protect it. 

  







SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2025 10:47:07 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Max Tourville Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

  

  

I strongly oppose bill SB534.  

  

I persist in opposing the construction of large 400-foot buildings on the Makai side of Ala Moana 
Boulevard. Why would we want to add to the concrete jungle and encroach on our last remaining 
piece of beautiful seaside in Honolulu? We have building restrictions in place to ensure safety, to 
encompass the well-thought-out urbanized plan that calculates the flow of people, sewage, water, 
and electricity in the area, and to prevent the island from becoming a neglected dump. We all 
must adhere to the laws that protect our Hawaii. It would be a disservice to all the hard work and 
thought that went into creating such a plan if any group attempted to circumvent the system and 
laws in place for their own gain. We have invested a significant amount of thought and effort 
into the rules and regulations to safeguard Kakaako Makai. However, we lack sufficient sewage, 
power, parking, and roads to support the influx of people into this small, limited area. 
Furthermore, there is no plan in place to determine who will be responsible for the upgrades and 
maintenance of the infrastructure required to support this development. Placing this burden on 
our taxpayers is unacceptable. It is easy to allocate funds to new development because all the 
organizations and businesses that support it will generate profits. However, the problem arises 
when they take that money and disappear, leaving no one to testify and assist in maintaining the 
area, as this would incur costs for them. The city is already struggling to maintain its current 
infrastructure, and we want to add more to its plate? 

  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 12:42:35 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joyce Kamemoto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  Preserving the residential ban was intended to do just that.   

 





SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 5:46:08 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janine Among Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose the development of Kaka'ako Makai for residential and commercial use because once 
this beautiful, spiritual space is gone, you will have taken away one of the last open, non-
commercialized area for our 'ohanas.  
no one is against affordable housing but we all know this is not the area for it.  
please, my ancestors would not want this open ocean, beautiful coast line to be marred by 
buildings , cars, pollution!!  
Enough development already!!!!!!  
stop being so greedy.  We need to protect open spaces!!!!!!!  

  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 7:53:38 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ernest K Moses Jr Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am against the OHA proposal of High Density condos on Kakaako Makai lands. Such projects 
may not be feasable on those lands , which were consruction waste land fill , Tuna canning 
factory , and Shipyard. OHA has never had an EIS study done, so they can only speculate what 
are the conditions of the lands. Kakaako Waterfront Park is all construction waste fill , I watched 
the dump trucks dump concrete,demolition debris,and dirt to build up the shoreline , the even did 
some pollution treaments , using venting pipes,that's why the park has hills , they did not to 
disturd the soil there.Cannery and Shipyard could be a wasteland , but no one has fully studied 
them.BTW all the area is aTsunami Evacuation Zone , not ideal for high density housing , and let 
be real those Condos will be used for 'Workforce Housing' , is going to the highest bidder..That 
is my position against high density housing on Kakaako Makao , Regards , Ernest K Moses Jr. 

 





Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Aloha, 
Robin Zeller 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 9:54:46 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keoni Shizuma Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Committee members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means and the Committee on 
Judiciary, 

I am testifying in support of this bill.   

While I do like this bill and support the development of the Kakaako properties by OHA, I would 
like to suggest an amendment, follow what is being proposed in bill HB739.  I would support an 
amendment of a certain number of units being deed restricted to those who are working at least 
30 hours per week at a legitimate business, or have retired from a business, having worked 30 or 
more hours per week for at least 10 consecutive years.  This deed restriction should be placed on 
all properties, not just the affordable ones, and ensures that the property will be utilized by the 
working class. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 
Keoni Shizuma, Kaneohe, Oahu 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 10:19:37 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Chee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose any highrise development of Kaka'ako Makai. I was born/raised and still reside 
and work within the Ala Moana/Kaka'ako area. With all the highrise devepolment inland in 
Kaka'ako, residents need open green space, especially open spaces which allow public access to 
the ocean. Approval of high density developments along the waterfront would prohibit and 
interfere with public access. Stop Kaka'ako from becoming another Waikiki. It's too late to save 
Kaka'ako Mauka, but we can still save Makai. Please turn Kaka'ako makai into open green park 
space, which would connect Ala Moana Park, Kewalo Basin Park and Kaka'ako Waterfront Park 
for everyone to use and enjoy.  

 







SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 12:12:13 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maya Akana Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose SB534. 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 12:35:24 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bette Jo Nakahara Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB534. 

My family, extended family, and friends grew up along the south shore of Oahu. Going surfing 
and having get-togethers at Kewalos was a regular event. I could see the beautiful ocean and the 
majestic mountains just with the turn of my head. With the development proposed the wonderful 
scenic views that we take for granted will cease to be. 

I do not trust the departments, politicians, and developers to stick to their plans. Development 
makai of Ala Moana Blvd. will be a disaster for local people and the south shore. 

Thank you. 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 12:46:05 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaitlyn P Jacobs Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose any bill that authorizes building in Kaka'ako Makai. I am a resident in 
Kaka'ako, and not only is there already no space for parking, this area is the only urban area left 
in Honolulu that is not full of high rises. Residents need green space. Furthermore, Kaka'ako 
Makai is propped up on old landfill, and there is toxic ground water under the entire area. If there 
is any building on this land, toxic materials will be leeched directly into the ocean, causing harm 
to our nearshore environment as well as people that use the ocean for fishing, recreation, etc. The 
community has time and time again spoken up to say that we refuse to have this space be built 
up, and I kindly urge the committee to continue to hear us. Thank you. 

 



https://www.pacioos.hawaii.edu/shoreline/slr-hawaii/
https://ourkakaako.com/master-plan/
https://ourkakaako.com/master-plan/
https://www.wardvillage.com/residences/




SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 12:55:17 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maliny Soukkhasem Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE SB534.  

I fear it won't be truly is affordable and the environmental affects are concerning. The law was in 
place for good reason.  
  

I am also a surfer, recreational swimmer and ocean lover in the area. This open space is one of 
the last in the area and I would hate to see it affected by a new dynamic that could possibly push 
us out. Please consider the community.  

 









  

 
  

  

  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 3:13:21 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeannie Chesser Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Keep Hawaii beautiful and our ocean, and ocean  views sacred and available to all!! 

  

NO MORE HIGH RISES especially on the makai side of Ala Moana Blvd. Stop breaking the 
height limits...NUFF ALREADY 

Kaka'ako looks like Singapore  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 3:39:32 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erik Alvarez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose bill SB534. 

kakaako itslef is becoming inundated with towers, and the infrastructure is failing. 

I oppose the development of Kakkaako Makai.  Building a tower this close to the ocean will have 
a negative affect on the surrounding nature and ocean.  not only crowding an already crowded 
area, but making it harder to access for locals that have been enjoying this area for 50+ years. 

  

I am voitng to opose SB534 

  

Erik Alvarez 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 4:00:22 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cullen Pang Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in strong opposition of real estate development on Kakaako Makai.  This area is heavily 
used by the community and I am concerned that if this place is development as high rise 
condominiums, the whole community will not be able to access this area.  Please preserve this 
area for community use.  Thank you! 

 





SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 4:26:51 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chris Lum Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose residential construction in Kakaako Makai. Enough is enough. We need to draw the line 
somewhere and keep it there 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 5:24:58 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

arleen velasco Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB534.  In June 2009 an Environmental Hazard Evaluation was conducted 
that revealed that dangerous and toxic chemical were present in surface soil.  The testing sample 
depth was a maximum of three feet.  It is irresponsible to consider development of the old 
landfill site without testing to a depth that a foundation or pilings would be required to support 
any structures built.  At a minimum, extensive remediation would be required to remove the 
known toxins and much more extensive soil testing should be required to determine how deep to 
excavate and what other harmful substances are present.  It is an insult to the community and to 
the ocean ecosystem to allow development in an area so polluted a law was passed that forbids 
the building of any residencial structures in the area.  The only thing that has changed since the 
2009 report is that the sea level has risen and most likely inundating the landfill during high tides 
and returning the toxins to the ocean during low tides. Please do not support this bill. 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 5:35:15 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Craig Jerome  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose allowing OHA to repeal the "no residential" restrictions in Kakaako Makai, no 
matter what newly minted marketing lingo they try to use to do so. Many of use have been 
fighting residential development in Kakaako Makai for nearly 20 years. Nothing has changed to 
make the idea more palatable in those 20 years. Allowing residential development in the last 
undeveloped area of our urban coastline will do nothing to ease housing costs for Hawaiian 
families. It will do nothing to reduce OHA's waiting lists. It will do nothing to improve quality of 
life for Honolulu families. 

In fact, it will only make things worse. I see this as nothing more than a pure profit grab, with 
little foresight or long-term planning. OHA should have to live with the restrictions that existed 
on these lands when they took them in settlement. The rest of us should not have to pay the price 
for the bad deal that they made. 

Kakaako makai is the last bit of coastline in our city that remains undeveloped. It should be a 
legacy that exists for the enjoyment of our people, not a path to even more profits for 
developers.  

There is a reason why this land was protected against residential development. That reason has 
not disappeared. Instead, it has become even more important with the passage of time. 

 





  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 6:24:16 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Larry Asakawa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE SB534. I live in Honolulu and do not want to see the beautiful 
coastlines along the Kewalo Basin and Point Panics ruined and overcrowded by high-rise 
condos in Kaka'ako Makai. In addition to the many unresolved infrastructure issues, there is very 
little parking, especially for bodysurfers who travel to Oahu from all over the world to ride Point 
Panics in the summer. 

There is no need to build even more high-rise condos along the Honolulu coastline, especially in 
a traditionally quiet beach park area used by local families for generations.  While OHA does 
good work creating affordable housing, there are other beautiful and much more appropriate 
areas for these massive development projects. 

Mahalo, Larry Asakawa 

  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 6:33:17 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brady Welvaert Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in strong opposition to SB5345. This is the improper use of these areas. I support the 
Friends of Kewalos positions on this bill and vision for Kaka'ako Makai.  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 7:17:21 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

michael wong Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose building any high rise on the makai side of Ala Moana Blvd. 300 ft was sufficient in 
Kakaako not 400ft. Look how disgusting Kakaako looks, i can barely see the mountains anymore 
from the ocean; also the extra sewage and water taken away from the Kamaainas. OHA should 
be ashamed for not being pono and selling out and raping the land. It will only set presidences 
for more High Rises. the Queen is rolling in the grave and Auwe, the local young Hawaiian 
generation cannot afford what you are building. Keep it low rise and Under $500,000 or 
something for the kupunas. Be a true Hawaiian not a Sellout. Don't start the Presidences of 
abusing Hawaii again. We starting to look like Hong Kong. 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 7:47:55 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Marusko Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a Honolulu resident and outdoors enthusiast, I am STRONGLY in opposition to this measure. 
Although I have only been here for a few years, I have become acutely aware of the connection 
between Hawaii and Hawaii's oceans. They are a shared place of enjoyment, refuge and 
relaxation. They embody the character of this special place.  
  

Watching the rapid development of Honolulu has made these shared spaces rare. And protecting 
them now feels even more important. In opposing this bill, I feel I am supporting Hawaii - the 
real, beautiful, NATURAL Hawaii.  
  

Honolulu does not need more buildings, it needs more natural places for families and friends.  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 7:48:53 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Willis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Because of your proposed sea level rise, I oppose building close to the ocean.  

keep Waikiki in Waikiki  

 







773-633-5007 

Resident of Honolulu  

 

tel:773-633-5007






Alohaqueen77@outlook.com 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 7:54:08 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kanoe Willis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose because Native Hawaiians aren't ment to be in high rise boxes. They are ment to be 
grounded to the aina.  

 











SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 8:16:13 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Doneileen Willets Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee Members, 

My name is Doneileen Willets and I'm in opposition of bill SB534 because as a current resident 
undergoing displacement myself, it is causing a lot of distress. It's a domino effect with these big 
project developers coming in, drawing up a good plan, putting us tax payers in hindsight. We the 
people should have a say on what is necessary and what is not. We are taking away the lush land 
and building more supposed 'affordable units' when it really isn't necessary. How about more 
farms, more fishing ponds, more sources to bring our natives home. It hurts to see natives leave 
while we are marketing Hawaii to welcome the rich. Please, I urge you to oppose bill sb534. 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to testify on this. 

 







(808)462-1048 

Born& Raised Kanaka Maoli  

 











 







Stefani Iwami 
(808)722-5423 

 











spanquites@gmail.com 

8087542735 

  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 8:44:37 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeffrey F Mizuno Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

No more buildings please  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 8:45:33 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James Whelan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE allowing OHA to repeal the "no residential" restrictions in Kaka'ako Makai. 

I OPPOSE changing the max building height from 200' to 400'. 

I OPPOSE allowing OHA, KS or any developer to build without a thorough ElS. 

I OPPOSE allowing the Makai Side to look like the Mauka Side. Overcrowding and traffic will 
exasperate the area. 

I OPPOSE the word "affordable", the prices given by OHA cannot be afforded by Hawaiians or 
Locals. 

KAKA'AKO MAKAI IS THE LAST AREA OF COASTLINE THAT IS STILL NOT 

OVERDEVELOPED. PLEASE KEEP WAIKIKI IN WAIKIKI! PLEASE KOKUA!! 

 



https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://friendsofkewalos.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u%253D21556276fc9cc964f44177dd2%2526id%253D72bf499ebf%2526e%253Dcfe50fb98f%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1740469333809751%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw2LbG5z_CdcYCaeIXSf87Vv&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1740469333818368&usg=AOvVaw2U9f5fWdhu4RRNH_SLmccs
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://friendsofkewalos.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u%253D21556276fc9cc964f44177dd2%2526id%253D04a9b33049%2526e%253Dcfe50fb98f%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1740469333810161%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw1vOH10nlO5-HGLKM09B097&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1740469333818846&usg=AOvVaw37PaLaAv6phI31qCuHSQV3
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The public hearing for the OHA bill SB 534 Draft 1 is scheduled for: 

  

Wednesday, February 26, 2025 at 10:05 am in Room 211 

at the State Capitol 

  

What we need from you: 

1.Submit written testimony in Strong Opposition or show up on Wednesday with your red 
shirt.  Even though you submitted testimony in previous hearings, you still must submit 
again. An easy way is to cut and paste your previous one. We recommend that you write out your 
testimony in your phone notes or a google doc so you can easily submit when and if the time is 
needed. 

  

Last time there were more testimonies in support than in Opposition. We need to and can do 
better. Word of mouth (first) and social media (second) are the two most powerful marketing 
tools in your arsenal, so tell 5 family and friends and ask if they can do the same to support. 
The deadline is 10:05am on Tuesday, 2/25. You may submit later but it will be labeled late. 
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(808) 743-9040 

lau.andrew95@gmail.com 

  

 





SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 9:09:23 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ms. Leona Souza Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a long time resident of Oahu and living in Kakaako, I have seen old store like Sport 
Authority, McDonald's, Dixi Grill and even the old Ward warehouse being thorn down and new 
buildings get built right in its place. I have witness buildings on top of buildings being thorn 
down and new ones built all in a couple block of Kakaako. THIS NEEDS TO STOP NOW! NO 
MORE BUILDINGS. From 2000 to now there have been countless High rises. From South 
Street and Ala Moana to Piikoi and Ala Moana. Nothing but new high rises. Our island cannot 
withstand anymore. Not to mention when our children and grandchildren grow up, they will not 
have anything left of our beautiful island.  No more lush green trees and grass to absorb and 
appreciate anymore. There will be no beautiful ocean views to admire. NOTHING LEFT BUT 
Concrete BUILDINGS! So I urge you to take action and stop this bill SB534 and not any more 
buildings be built. 

Sincerely, 

Leona Souza 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 9:12:58 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Scott Kidd Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please don't destroy our community and turn Kaka'ako into another Waikiki. This isnt about 
doing right by the people but furthering economic development at the detriment to the ecosystem 
and the people that live there.  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 9:20:58 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

catherine iwami Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose develoment at the kakaako makai ! 

Enough is enough! 

More tower residential buildings is destroying the little paradise we have. 

Stop! Enough is enough ! 

 











coltyn panquites 

808 754 2182 

born and raised oahu, live in kaimuki 

  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 9:35:19 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hina Kono Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I strongly oppose SB 534. I betlieve that the parcel of land should not be developed, but 
preserved and protected for the community.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit a testimony of this important issue.  

Sincerely, 

Hina Kono 

 





SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 9:42:18 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Taryn Do Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  

We need to preserve the beauty of our land. 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 9:48:37 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Myrtie Sasha Imamori  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB534 as a Realtor and resident of Honolulu. This is on unsafe and environmentally 
unstable land. The runoff will ruin our ocean and create issues with health and wellbeing. The 
ocean is the only thing we have left to surf and enjoy. Residents and Native Hawaiians will be 
priced out of this and it will not be affordable. I oppose new development on this land. Thanks 
for listening to us the people in Hawaii and the aina.  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 9:49:25 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Colin  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Representatives, 

I strongly oppose bill SB 534!  The continued development of "new" infrastructure has hit a 
breaking point. I understand that there is a housing crisis within the islands of Hawai'i, especially 
on O'ahu. However, building unaffordable highrise condos that will only be paritally occupied or 
owned by the super wealthy of Hawai'i or, the more likely case, foreign investors, is only going 
to cause more harm to the local populace. Addtionally, building infrastructure on or near the 
ocean will ineviably cause harm to Hawai'i's already delicate ecosystem and place a burden on an 
already weaken infrastructure (e.g., underground pipes for flooding, power grid, and more 
noticeably take up the limited space Hawai'i has). Moreover, you, elected members of the people, 
should think carefully of not only how this will effect Hawai'i now, but the possibility of 
damaging the future of Hawai'i and its people.  

Mahalo for your time 

 







Jason Smith 

Ewa Beach 

 







ryanp.higgs@gmail.com 

808-557-1942 

 





SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 10:04:26 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ruth M Kobelansky Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha All, 

Don't ruin Kaka'ako! Please keep it the way it is! 
Mahalo, 

Ruth Kobelansky  

 











(321)986-7113 

Kapolei 

  

 







SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 10:30:24 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Pohaikealoha George Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I OPPOSE allowing OHA to repeal the "no residential" restrictions in Kaka'ako Makai. 

I OPPOSE changing the max building height from 200' to 400'. 

I OPPOSE allowing OHA, KS or any developer to build without a thorough ElS. 

I OPPOSE allowing the Makai Side to look like the Mauka Side. Overcrowding and traffic will 
exasperate the area. 

I OPPOSE the word "affordable", the prices given by OHA cannot be afforded by Hawaiians or 
Locals. 

KAKA'AKO MAKAI IS THE LAST AREA OF COASTLINE THAT IS STILL NOT 
OVERDEVELOPED. PLEASE KEEP WAIKIKI IN WAIKIKI! PLEASE KOKUA!! 

Mahalo 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 10:31:44 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chelsea Iwami Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hi, I am writing testimony in opposition of SB534. 

My first reason for opposition is safety and environmental concerns. Is there an enviornmental 
study that is proves that building residential, with sewer,waste, and construction, will not further 
harm our environment? Our economy is based on tourism, with Hawaii being an ideal 
"paradise." But Ala Moana and Kakaako is being less and less of a natural paradise. I was once 
able to surf out in Kewalos and Ala Moana and see the mountain landscape. I would paddle out 
and position myself in the lineup, according to natural features, like where trees lined up with 
mountain tops. That's how I knew I was in the perfect spot to catch waves. Now, buildings have 
blocked the mountains, with only slivers of pure nature to be seen between the concrete towers. 
If we want to keep our islands beautiful, and keep people visiting, we need to build smart. 
Thinking about the future, what will our children and future generations have when we pass? 
Will they have to fix our problems because we did not make informed and smart decisions? 
Before SB534 passes, we need to make the smart move and have a complete environmental 
impact study done.  

Second reason I am in opposition of SB534 is I am a teacher, and I have a concern of education 
and community services available for the prospective children who will be living in this area. 
The Kakaako area is heavily developed, and with more housing, where are all of these children 
supposed to attend school or participate in community programs? Are we just going to shove 
more students into the surrounding schools? Do the existing schools have the infrastructure and 
staff to provide a safe and effective learning environment for these children? Also, I have a 
concern for the safety and overall well-being of the potential children to move into this 
residential area. With an influx of residents (some not local) are the streets of Kakakoo prepared 
to handle safety concerns for the "families" you intend to serve? Will local families feel safe 
living there? There should be a plan for community parks and services to keep children safe after 
school. If you are truly building for the locals, you need to make the smart choice, and ensure 
that their children will be provided a quality education, as in any other district, and it is a safe 
community.  

My third reason for opposing SB534 is because of the reality of "affordable" housing for 
locals....single or not. The prices for a condo are not affordable, as a single public school teacher. 
Maybe on paper they are. But does it include monthly HOA fees? Like any other family or 
person, there are additional financial obligations like car payments, phone, gas, food, and 
insurance. As a single person, this all adds up. Let's continue to make smart decisions, and really 



research if the housing you will be providing will be financially affordable for locals, and also 
attractive. Will the locals you intend to serve, be attracted to living in a condo?  

Overall, we the people, and the decision makers for Hawaii's future generations, need to make 
smart decisions. Decisions that ensure the environmental and social well being for this 
generation and the next. Please do not make decisions based on the now. You do not want your 
keiki to clean up your mess. To the leaders and decision makers, please lay the ground and 
provide good role models for our youth by making the smart and right decisions.  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 10:36:37 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ann Pang Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose allowing OHA to repeal the "no residential" restrictions in Kaka'ako Makai.   

I oppose changing the max building height to 400 feet. 

I oppose allowing OHA, KS, or any developer to build without a thorough EIS. 

I oppose allowing the Makai side tolook like the Mauka side.  Overcrowding and traffic will ruin 
the area. 

I oppose the word "affordable", the prices given by OHA cannot be afforded by Hawaiians or 
Locals. 

Sincerely, 

Ann Pang 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 10:44:07 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Les O. Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose to Kakaako Makai development! This is not Miami where buildings front the beaches. 
Oahu's south shore Kakaako Makai is special to all and the last "access to open spaces for future 
generations." Why disfigure the beauty of the Hawaiian islands and coastline access which 
natives and locals appreciate for healing/ recreation/ life. No more concrete jungles on the south 
shore of Oahu! Malama the Aina!  

 









SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 11:18:25 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eugene Lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

  

Aloha Chairs Inouye, Richards, and Chang and members of the Senate Committes on Water and 
Land, Hawaiian Affairs, and Housing. 

I STRONGLY OPPOSE SB534_SD1 for the following issues:  

The environmental impact of the construction of residential units on known contaminated areas 
of land, before proposing construction a environmental impact study should be examined which 
could further limit what could be constructed over the property as well as the cost to mitigate the 
contamination before construction which could greatly impact the cost of the residential units 
and the environment. 

For years, citizens including members of OHA have opposed construction of the area to allow 
for public access and enjoyment of our last ocean front open spaces for our families to enjoy, this 
is a complete about face to protect our open spaces just to make money. 

The sale or lease of units is proposed to provide funding through association fees to maintain 
existing public infrastructure is improbable given the current cost of maintaining this type of 
housing with the rising cost to maintain it, let alone to insure it.  Current association fees for 
other Honolulu condos barely cover the cost to maintain and further cover the rising cost 
of building insurance.  For individuals this would be additional expenses on top of a mortage and 
their own insurance.  

To change the restrictions currently in place would over turn years of efforts to protect our open 
spaces and ocean access.  I am not against development but not without consideration for 
the environmental risk as well as the conversion of public space to private which would further 
limit access to our natural beauty.  In addition, I am not opposed to affordable housing but will 
this truly be affortable? 

For these reasons, I strongly oppose SB534_SD1. Thank you. 

------------------------- 

Thank you, 



Gassho, 

Gene Lee 

 







SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 11:27:37 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Curt Oishi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose SB 534. Hawaii needs to keep some areas Hawaii. We don't need more 
development taking the coastline. 

Mahalo, 

Curt Oishi 

 





SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2025 11:31:26 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Loren Watanuki Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in opposition SB534.  I hope Kaka'ako Makai will not be overdeveloped.  There are enough 
areas already overdeveloped and overcrowded.  Kaka'ako Makai doesn't need to be like the 
Mauka side.  

 









Michael Orias 

mdorias82@gmail.com 

Resident of Moanalua in Honolulu, HI. 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 12:10:13 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Makana Fronda Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly oppose this bill. Please stop taking what little we have left  

 











Virginia Kamakani  

kamakani17@gmail.com 

  

 







 
  

  

  

 











Joshua Branco 

Joshuamkbranco@gmail.com 

Resident of the island of O'ahu 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 3:38:37 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shereen Goto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in strong opposition of this measure. Thank you.  

 





SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 4:48:21 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kim A Zamorano Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Building high-rise buildings in Hawaii could have several negative impacts on the land, 
environment, and local communities. Firstly, Hawaii's natural beauty and unique ecosystems are 
among its most valuable assets. High-rise buildings could disrupt these ecosystems, leading to 
habitat loss for native species and potential harm to biodiversity. Additionally, the construction 
and maintenance of high-rise buildings often require significant resources and energy, 
contributing to environmental degradation and increased carbon emissions. 

Secondly, high-rise buildings could alter the cultural and historical landscape of Hawaii. The 
islands have a rich cultural heritage that is closely tied to the land. The construction of high-rise 
buildings could overshadow historical sites and diminish the cultural significance of certain 
areas. This could lead to a loss of cultural identity and heritage for the local communities. 

Lastly, high-rise buildings could exacerbate social and economic inequalities. The development 
of such buildings often caters to wealthy individuals and tourists, potentially driving up property 
values and living costs. This could make it difficult for local residents to afford housing and 
maintain their way of life. The focus on high-rise development might also divert attention and 
resources away from addressing the needs of local communities, such as affordable housing and 
sustainable development. 

In conclusion, opposing the bill for building high-rise buildings in Hawaii is essential to preserve 
the natural environment, protect cultural heritage, and ensure social and economic equity for 
local communities. By prioritizing sustainable and community-focused development, we can 
safeguard Hawaii's unique landscapes and way of life for future generations. 

 











 













kawe.mcshane@gmail.com 
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lauren.sophia.anderson@gmail.com 

Marysville WA 

 





4. Environmental Concerns: Hawaii's natural beauty and environment are not just a 
treasure but a vital factor in the health of our residents. High-rise buildings contribute to 
urban sprawl and can damage the surrounding environment, affecting air quality, water 
resources, and the overall sustainability of the area. As healthcare providers, we know 
that the health of our environment is closely linked to the health of our people. 

For these reasons, I strongly urge lawmakers to reconsider the passing of SB534. The voices of 
the community must be heard, and local wishes should be respected. We cannot prioritize profit 
and development at the expense of the health and well-being of the people who call Oahu home. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Haley Kim 
Medical Provider 
931-255-3830 

 







SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 7:06:23 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ken Barrow Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this motion. We must save land for education and free space for Keiki and all 
in future generations. There is already way to many buildings being built and planned to be built. 
Infrastructure and traffic cannnot handle all of this.  Use the land for the people as was promised. 
Not to make developers rich. Thank you  

Ken Barrow 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 7:25:38 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anna Truax Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

There should be no more development in Kewalo. This land is protected and must remain this 
way. This is NOT what the PEOPLE want. More development would lead to destruction of the 
land and ocean, and utter disregard/disrespect to the local/native people of O'ahu. Please protect 
Kewalo!!! 

 







Keola Hayes 

keolahayes@yahoo.com 

Oahu native since birth 

 







8083569095 

po box 380 waialua hi 96791 

  

 







Tiare Medeiros  

808-382-1497  

Kalihi, Oahu 

 





SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 8:04:53 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keola Kaleimamahu Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As heir to Kalaimamahu, and as affidavit in court as a lineal decedent lay my opposition to any 
commercial and or none Ko pae aina o Hawaii nei , plans that commits desecration inform of 
sacrilege as Stipulated with precedence.  

Aole  

 

















SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 8:45:11 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Noah Onishi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose, we get nuff buildings already Wake Up this ain't the mainland!!! Don't do it!!! 

 



















SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 8:59:09 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Frank Roldan  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aole to sb534 sd1 

 













Lynn Free 

lbfree76@gmail.com 

Resident of Oahu/Honolulu 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 9:07:22 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Deven English Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in strong opposition of this bill.  

 





SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 9:13:39 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jesi Bautista Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB534. 

 





SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 9:18:32 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Conrad Morgan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha kakou, 

My name is Conrad Morgan and I am writing in strong opposition of SB534. We have lost so 
much of our home to high rise developments and it breaks my heart that SB534 would perpetuate 
the gentrification and urbanization of one of the last areas townside that we have left. As a young 
person, as a local boy, as a bodysurfer, as someone whose worked in ocean conservation for 
almost ten years, and as a constituent, I ask that you put a stop to SB534 now.  

Mahalo and Aloha,  

Conrad Morgan 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 9:20:11 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marvin Yoshizumi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I srongly oppose SB534.  I do not want condominiums in Kakaako Makai.  We already have so 
many in Kakaako Mauka.  Also building hotels in the area is not responsible 
development.  Essentially bringing Wailiki into Kakaako Makai. Please do not allow the law 
restricting residential development in Kakaako Makai to be changed. 

Aloha 

Marvin Yoshizumi 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 9:20:43 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kayla G Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this! 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 9:25:25 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tyler Crook Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Stand with the people. Oppose. 

Tyler Crook 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 9:28:52 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

christy Kalama Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

May our Hawaii be safe from greed, unsustainable development and all plans that cause harm to 
our community and our  environment.   
keep Waikiki in waikiki 

mahalo 

 





http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=WTL














SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 9:36:39 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Connor Ogletree Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Connor Ogletree, and I am opposing SB534. Kaka'ako water front as well as 
Kewalos and Ala Moana have been gathering places on the south shore for local families. Taking 
away this place (Kewalo water front) to instead build, what I can assume, luxury waterfront 
condos and apartments is wrong. Taking away a place where many gather so only a few can 
reside is wrong. Thank you. 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 9:42:56 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alyssa Wooten Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony in Strong Opposition to SB 534 

My name is Alyssa Wooten, and I am a single mother who grew up surfing the south shore of 
Oahu.  I am writing today to share my opposition to SB 534 because I feel the need to stand up 
for someplace that is extremely special to me.  My community has asked me to come to the 
Friends of Kewalo meetings, and I learned so much.  I always thought I was just one person, that 
I could not make a difference.  After hearing Ron Iwami's stories I felt extremely inspired and 
felt compelled to stand up for what I love and believe in.   

I am against residential development in Kakaako Makai, regardless of who those developers may 
be.  I am for protecting open spaces for the people and for future generations.  I grew up 
recreating in this area, and now I get to take my son to these same spaces and share my 
childhood with him.  I am very blessed to be able to take my son to do the same things, I did as a 
child.  We have a community that we can rely on, that is something that I treasure and that I am 
very thankful for.   

I also oppose because they are asking for an exemption from 200ft towers to 400ft.  I don't think 
that logical when it is ocean front property.  We all know that isn't for local people.  Who can 
afford that?  How many local families are living in the existing residential development in 
Kakaako Mauka?  Let's be honest and real.   

I also oppose because there has not been an EIS done.  Is that land truly safe to build on?  So 
close to people who fish, surf, bodysurf, recreate at the park etc?  What will the environmental 
impact be with 400ft towers so close to the ocean? 

I feel already very pushed out, and I would really hate to loose the one place that I feel like 
home.  I feel safe at the park, and I know my son and I have our community there. 

Thank you for letting me share my story. 

Aloha, 

Alyssa Wooten 

 











 









SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 10:04:26 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gregory Misakian Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB534 SD1. 

Open spaces must be preserved in Hawaii, and there is too much overdevelopment. 

Our legislators need to protect the lands, and understand that there are limited resources to even 
support the many new high-rises that keep being built. 

Gregory Misakian 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 10:15:12 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

In Strong opposition of Bill SB534 SD1 which is aimed in building on our Makai side of 
Kewalo.  Our beach fronts are slowly and surely being taken away.  Kewalo is a place that many 
go to for leisure walks, picnic, surfing, paddling etc.  We want to preserve Kewalo for our future 
generations.  This bill threatens the integrity of our land and the well being of our people and 
cultural identity of Hawai'i,  The passage of this bill will do more harm than good and I urge you 
to reject it for the following critical reasons.  

1. Failure to complete a proper environmental impact statement. 

2.  The Delusion of affordable housing in Honolulu 

3.  Protecting the last shoreline of Honolulu from "Commercial Residential Development 

For this reason I strongly oppose Bill SB534 SD1 and urge you to reject it.  

mahalo 
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 10:16:00 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chalsa M Loo, Ph.D. Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a Chinese American, born and raised in Honolulu, a licensed psychologist in the State of 
Hawaii, who specializes in clinical psychology and environmental psychology. I am a Fellow of 
the American Psychological Association's Divisions of: a) Environment and Population, b) the 
Study of Ethnic Minorities and Mental Health, and c) Women & Psychology. I have previously 
testified to the San Francisco Board of Supervisors on the adverse effects of crowding and have 
done research and published on this topic.  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE SB534 SD1 for the following reasons: 

1. I was opposed high rise development on Kakaako Makai many years ago and protested when 
it was Alexander & Baldwin wanting to build high rises there; my position is consistent 
regardless of who is wanting to build high rise development on the makai side of Kakkako. 
Kakaako Mauka already looks like Hong Kong; don't destroy Hawaiian lands further! Don't 
make it an extension of Waikiki! Kakkako Makai is for ALL PEOPLES of HAWAII, not just 
rich condo owners many of whom may not be Hawaii residents or Native Hawaiian.  
 
2. OHA and the State should renegotiate these beachfront lands for lands where OHA can 
provide land for homes for Native Hawaiians. If OHA is allowed to build high rise condos on 
Makai Kakaako lands, those condos will go to persons of any race and likely not to Native 
Hawaiians; the only benefit to Native Hawaiians is indirect; OHA will get the money, but there's 
no promise that that money will be spent to give Hawaiians lands for homes.  

3. The environment will be ruined for the public if SB423 is passed. It will harm the public who 
picnic, surf, kayak, or rest in the public and spacious area that is now Kewalo/ Kakaako Makai. 
Hawaii needs public lands for public use/enjoyment. High density in this area will harm Hawaii. 
If high rise condos are allowed in the Makai area, it will create crowded conditions and high 
density is antithetical to relaxation and mental health. 

To build high rise condos in this public space is NOT PONO for HAWAII! Please oppose 
SB534! 
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Nikole McGreevey 

44-053 Kaimalu Pl. 

Kaneohe, HI, 96744 

Hawaii resident  

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 10:31:59 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keenan Yoshizawa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Senate Committee on Judiciary 

Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair 

  

February 25, 2025 

Testimony in opposition to SB534. 

  

Dear Chairs Dela Cruz and Rhoads, Vice Chairs Moriwaki and Gabbard, and members of the 
Senate Committees on Ways and Means and Judiciary, 

  

My name is Keenan Yoshizawa and I am a sophomore undergraduate student testifying in 
opposition to SB534. 

  

The construction of 400-foot buildings on the Makai side of Ala Moana Boulevard would further 
diminish the natural environment that our one-of-a-kind waterfront provides. The disregard for 
the building restrictions in the area are concerning. These laws were put into place for a reason 
and to by-pass them would be a disservice to our community. 

I also have concerns on how this development would affect existing sewage, power, parking, and 
road infrastructure in the area. Not only is this an extremely dense development proposal, but the 
many high-rise buildings being constructed in the Kakaako area also need to be taken into 
consideration. The continued maintenance of existing infrastructure without any long-term plans 
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Ramie Kalei 

Honolulu, HI  
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 11:26:22 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kari Goodbar Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a resident of Manoa Valley and a loyal surfer of Kewalo Basin. I oppose this bill for the 
dangerous development precedent it would set as well as numerous environmental issues that 
would stem from ground breaking and construction in this area. Additionally, the expected cost 
of these residences is not "affordable" to the average worker.  
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 11:27:16 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaiulani Bowers Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill for so many reasons. I oppose development on the makai side in that area, I 
oppose the traffic it will cause, I oppose development in that area because the sewage is already 
messed up and often ends up in the ocean, I oppose every aspect of this bill 
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 2:28:59 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marisela Mora Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I confirm this testimony  
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 2:54:21 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lana Albright  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I'm writing in strong opposition of Bill SB534  

Kewalos is a community space that residents enjoy as is and should be left untouched. 

To build there would have a negative impact on community and environment.  
Mahalo for your time.  
  

Lana Albright  
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Rachel Webster 
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 4:09:22 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Helene Phillips Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am very concerned about the plans for Kakaako makai. 

  

  

I am very concerned about OHAs plans  for Kakaako makai. 

The open spaces around this area are so important as the area gets denser and denser. 

More luxury highrises with the lure of workforse and kupuna housing.  

Please be cautious of this open area.  

Lastly, please do a DEIS on the landfill area, there are still vent pipes there. 

Mahalo for a chance to give my imput. 

Helene Phillips 

  

  

  

  

 

j.faige
Late



j.faige
Late





j.faige
Late





j.faige
Late





Francis Labra 

labrafp@gmail.com 

Pearl City, HI 
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 5:44:15 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Yvonne Alvarado  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I, Yvonne Alvarado Strongly Oppose this Bill SB534 SD1 
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 6:15:20 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Clardean Lehano Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. Keep our beaches free from development. 

Clardean Lehano  
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 6:52:32 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dean Nakamaru Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 6:59:28 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janice Giles Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Our island can't handle any more development. We don't have enough resources! It's too 
crowded and most locals couldn't afford to live there. And, there is barely any more natural 
beauty in town. Let's keep Hawai'i pristine. 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 7:08:24 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

irene kloepfer Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. Please kill this bill, SB534.  Kakaako does not need more condos. This project is so 
abstract - called affordable housing has become a cruel misnomer. 1/2 million is not affordable 
for Hawaii residents. Plus they want to build this on a toxic waste site - if someone gets sick and 
sues, who pays, we do. No. And lastly the infrastructure would be overwhelming to the area. We 
do not want to become another Waikiki. Has anyone done research on all these condos built and 
being built - how many are owned by Hawaii residents and how many owned from other states 
and other countries. How many are short term rentals. Oahu is not for sale, please listen to the 
people. Please kill this bill. Mahalo. Irene 
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Jun Shriota 

 



SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 9:00:03 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeanne D. Rice Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  I am writing to express my opposition to SB434 - to allow OHA to build any high rise 
condo or office building on any of their nine parcels of land in Kaka'ako Makai.  This land was 
formerly home to ancient Hawaiians growing taro, fishing and other Hawaiian needs and 
ultimately became a landfill/dump by the City & County of Honolulu.  This land is toxic and 
really unsafe for any use. 

However, allowing OHA to build is unconscionable given the fact that in the past, the State 
Legislature voted against their plan to build three times....and they just keep pushing to build 
when the majority of the population is not in favor of their project (s)/ 

In addition, what will happen 25-30-40 years from now is construction is allowed to happen and 
people get sick and then sue the State due to the fact that OHA was given approval to build.  The 
Taxpayers throughout the State, not just on Oahu - will have to foot the bill. This is wrong. 

Also, if they wish to provide affordable housing, with prices starting at $400,000 - how is that 
even affordable?  Also, let's be clear, if anyone is fooled by the fact that OHA will not sell to 
those who may not live in Hawaii full time or are foreign investors -- this will keep the prices 
higher than they are now proposing and they will surely price kama'aina out of the opportunity to 
own a home in any of their structures. 

Allowing one sector of Hawaii's population to build, just because they own is wrong.  Give them 
their $200million and let's end this push on OHA's behalf and return Kaka'ako Makai back to the 
people of Oahu. 

Mahalo 
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Joe Shirota 
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2025 11:31:13 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Holly Neves  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE SB 534, which proposes allowing developers to build high-rises on the 
ocean side of Ala Moana Boulevard in Kakaako, raises significant concerns. Firstly, constructing 
high-rises in this area would disrupt the natural beauty and scenic views that are cherished by 
both residents and visitors. The oceanfront is a public treasure, and transforming it into a high-
density urban zone would compromise its aesthetic and recreational value. 

Additionally, the environmental impact of such developments cannot be overlooked. High-rise 
constructions often lead to increased pollution, strain on local infrastructure, and potential harm 
to marine ecosystems. The delicate balance of Kakaako's coastal environment could be 
jeopardized, affecting marine life and water quality. 

Moreover, this bill could exacerbate existing issues of overdevelopment and congestion in 
Honolulu. The influx of new residents and businesses would likely lead to increased traffic, 
noise, and pressure on public services. Instead of prioritizing short-term economic gains, it is 
crucial to consider the long-term sustainability and quality of life for the community. Therefore, 
it is essential to oppose SB 534 to preserve the unique character and environmental integrity of 
Kakaako's oceanfront. Mahalo nui 
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2025 12:06:23 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cynthia Dell Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose the damage that SB 534 would do to current and future O'ahu residents and the 
natural resources of Kakaako.  Developing 400 foot towers on the Makai side of Ala Moana 
Blvd is unnecessary and destructive. 

Living in the urban density of today's Kakaako, on the mauka side, is offset by residents access 
to a wide stretch of peaceful coastline.  If 400 ft towers occupy the makai side, we will be living 
in a tunnel of towers on both sides of Ala Moana.  The roads and frail infrastructure cannot 
handle that level of additional residential volume that will already be stretched to the limit with 
the legally approved towers on the makai side.   

The prohibition on 400 ft towers has existed for many years for good reason and for the good of 
all.  OHA's stated goals of affordable housing will not be met with towers in this location.  They 
can better serve their constituents away from this protected coastline area.   

The people of O'ahu deserve to have that land developed for better community uses 
including recreation, an open coastline, access to the ocean and surrounding land, and outdoor 
spaces that nurture families and keiki.  

We need our elected officials to work for the benefit of all stake holders in Honolulu, not for 
the financial interests of the land owner.  

Please do not prioritize OHA's interests over the helath and well being of all Honolulu residents. 
Mahalo. 
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2025 12:21:58 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle R Stefanik Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB534. I kdo not want developers to build high rises on the Makai Side of Ala Moana 
Blvd.  I urge you to vote NO.  
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SB-534-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2025 7:39:01 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Candace Vizcarra Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

NO, ABSOLUTELY NOT!!! WE DONT NEED ANYMORE DEVELOPMENT, HIGH RISES, 
ETC that take away from our natural island beauty!! Our islands are inundated with too many of 
these as it is and I personally don't want anymore foreigners buying up all our properties and 
pushing out the locals who are born and raised here.  GOD KNOWS AND SEES ALL!!! 
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