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KA ‘OIHANA O KA LOIO KUHINA 
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2025 
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Chairs San Buenaventura and Keohokalole and Members of the Committees:

The Department of the Attorney General (Department) supports this bill and the 

protection it would afford to those providing or receiving lawful gender-affirming care in 

the state. 

The purpose of this bill is to expand the protections established under Act 2, SLH 

2023, codified as chapter 323J, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), to include gender-

affirming health care services.  The bill also clarifies jurisdiction under the Uniform 

Child-Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act for cases involving children who obtain 

or seek gender-affirming health care services in this State. 

The Department notes that as currently drafted, the amendment in section 15, on 

page 47, lines 12-14, can be interpreted to mean that if a child is in Hawaii for the 

purpose of obtaining gender-affirming health care services, the Hawaii courts will 

automatically have jurisdiction to make an initial child-custody determination under 

section 583A-201(a)(2), HRS, regardless of whether a court of another state has 

jurisdiction or has declined to exercise jurisdiction.  If the Committees’ intent is to clarify 

that a child’s presence for the purpose of obtaining gender-affirming health care 

services satisfies only the requirement for a "significant connection with this State" in 

section 583A-201(a)(2)(A), HRS, on page 46, lines 12-15, of the bill, then the reference 

to "subsection (a)(2)" on page 47, line 14, should be amended to "subsection (a)(2)(A)." 
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We respectfully ask the Committees to pass this bill with the recommended 

amendments.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

The Judiciary, State of Hawai‘i 
 

Testimony to the Thirty-Third Legislature, 2025 Regular Session 
 

Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair 

Senator Carol Fukunaga, Vice Chair 
 

Senate Committee on Health and Human Services 
Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair 
Senator Henry J.C. Aquino, Vice Chair 

 
Tuesday, February 11, 2025, 9:45 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 229 

 
by 

Dyan M. Medeiros 
Senior Judge, Family Court of the First Circuit 

 
WRITTEN TESTIMONY ONLY 

 
 
Bill No. and Title: Senate Bill No. 1150, Relating to Health Care 
 
Purpose: Expands the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include gender-
affirming health care services.  Clarifies jurisdiction under the Uniform Child-Custody 
Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act for cases involving children who obtain gender affirming 
health care services 
 
Judiciary's Position:  
 

The Judiciary takes no position on this bill but offers the following comments regarding 
those portions of the bill that seek to modify the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and 
Enforcement Act (“UCCJEA”) in chapter 583A.   

 
The purpose of uniform acts according to the Uniform Law Commission is to seek “to 

establish the same law on a subject among the various jurisdictions.”  The UCCJEA is intended 
to help “competing” states determine which state is in the best position to decide a custody 
dispute.  It is not intended to determine which parent is awarded custody, but rather which state 
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should assume jurisdiction over the issue. The adoption of the UCCJEA and its predecessor, the 
Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act (“UCCJA”), were intended to reduce forum shopping 
and litigation by parents in child custody disputes.  The UCCJEA is currently adopted in 49 
states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  While the Judiciary 
has not researched the UCCJEA in these other jurisdictions, it is possible that adopting the 
amendments in SB1150 will make Hawai‘i’s version of the UCCJEA inconsistent with other 
jurisdictions.  This inconsistency could result in increased litigation and expense to determine 
which state should have jurisdiction, and a resultant delay in the court’s ability to issue 
appropriate and necessary orders, the very issue the UCCJEA was meant to avoid. 

 
The Judiciary also seeks clarification as to what is intended by the proposed amendment 

to HRS section 583A-201.  Is a child’s presence in the state for the purpose of receiving gender-
affirming care intended to completely satisfy all the requirements of HRS section 583A-
201(a)(2) or just the requirements stated in either HRS section 583A-201(a)(2)(A) or HRS 
section 583A-201(a)(2)(B)? 

 
 The proposed amendment to HRS section 583A-204 would allow Hawaii to take 

temporary emergency jurisdiction if a child is present in Hawaii and it is necessary to protect the 
child because the child has been “unable to obtain gender-affirming health care services”.  We 
seek additional clarification regarding if this is intended to apply to any and all situations where a 
child is unable to obtain gender-affirming care no matter the reason (e.g. lack of health 
insurance, unavailability of care in the other state) or when due solely to a parent’s refusal to 
consent to gender-affirming care. 

 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB1150. 

S
KCó,0 '44,
4-Y-_ :-

4óSó
gy

4"!ñ
Q9

Q '51 a U









!"#$%&%'(%) %
%

!
!

!"#!$%&'()$')#!*&'+)#,--&*! ))&.)#/00123)*"45!$'+)!&)
6"54!6)75*" !

!
!"#$%"&'())*%%""!&(#&+"$,%+&-& +.)$#&!"/0*'"!&$#1&'())"/'"&$#1&

'(#!.)"/&2/(%"'%*(# !
34567869&::;&<=<>&8?&@AB>8C!

!
!"#$%&'$%()&*%+&,-.+%/.+0-)%1&2(3.&'$%()&!4-(+#1&'$%()&5.#$#6%"#".1&2(3.&
'$%()&7-6-+%8%&%+9&:.;<.)=&#>&0$.&?#(+0&*.+%0.&@.%"0$&A&@-;%+&*.)/(3.=&%+9&
'#;;.)3.&A&'#+=-;.)&B)#0.30(#+&'#;;(00..=C !
!
D$.&E.;#3)%0(3&B%)0F&#>&@%G%(H(&!"#$%&'()!*++$#"! )*,IIJK1&LMN!DOPQ&
DR&@M!ND@&'!LMS&&B-)=-%+0&0#&0$.&B"%0>#);&#>&0$.&E.;#3)%0(3&B%)0F&#>&@%G%(H(1&
0$.&B%)0F&=-TT#)0=&%+&(+$.).+0&)(8$0&0#&"(/.&%&$.%"0$F&"(>.&%+9&<."(./.=&%""&T.#T".&
$%/.&0$.&)(8$0&0#&%33.==&$(8$&4-%"(0F&$.%"0$3%).S&D$.&E.;#3)%0(3&B%)0F&#>&@%G%(H(&
=-TT#)0=&T)#0.30(#+&#>&0)%+=8.+9.)&)(8$0=&<F&%9/#3%0(+8&>#)&".8(="%0(#+&0$%0&
=%>.8-%)9=&8.+9.)&%>>();(+8&3%).&%+9&3#+9.;+=&%+0(U0)%+=8.+9.)&;.%=-).=S&!
!
D$(=&<(""&.VT%+9=&0$.&T)#0.30(#+=&.=0%<"(=$.9&-+9.)&!30&W1&*N@&WKWX1&0#&(+3"-9.&
8.+9.) U%>>();(+8&$.%"0$&3%).&=.)/(3.=S&'"%)(>(.=&?-)(=9(30(#+&-+9.)&0$.&Y+(>#);&
'$("9 U'-=0#9F&Z-)(=9(30(#+&%+9&M+>#)3.;.+0&!30&>#)&3%=.=&(+/#"/(+8&3$("9).+&G$#&
#<0%(+&8.+9.)U%>>();(+8&$.%"0$&3%).&=.)/(3.=S!
!
*,&IIJK&G(""&T)#/(9.&=(8+(>(3%+0&".8%"&%+9&3(/("&T)#0.30(#+=&0#&(+9(/(9-%"=&%+9&
.+0(0(.=&T)#/(9(+8&%+9&).3.(/(+8&8.+9.)&%>>();(+8&3%).S&O0&G(""C!
&
&
!

¥! E.>.+9=&@%G%([(H=&*#/.).(8+0FC&D$(=&(=&%&*D!DMH*&LOQ@D*&(==-.1&
.+=-)(+8&0$%0&0$.&"%G=&G.&.+%30&(+&@%G%([(&%).&T)#0.30.9&>)#;&(+0.)>.).+3.&
<F&"%G=&T%==.9&(+&#0$.)&=0%0.=&#+&0$.&3#+0(+.+0S&

¥! B)#0.30=&B%).+0=H&L(8$0=C&B%).+0=&(+&@%G%([(&G(""&<.&=%>.8-%)9.9&>)#;&#-0U
#>U=0%0.&3#-)0=&%00.;T0(+8&0#&(+0.)>.).&G(0$&0$.()&9.3(=(#+=&).8%)9(+8&
;.9(3%"&3%).&>#)&0$.()&3$("9).+\ 9.3(=(#+=&;%9.&-+9.)&0$.&=-T.)/(=(#+&#>&
"(3.+=.9&$.%"0$3%).&T)#>.==(#+%"=&%+9&".8%"&(+&@%G%([(S&



!"#$%* %'(%) %
%

¥! *-TT#)0=&7%;("(.=&%+9&:.9(3%"&B)#>.==(#+%"=C&B%).+0=1&8-%)9(%+=1&%+9&
;.9(3%"&T)#/(9.)=&G(""&<.&.;T#G.).9&0#&;%6.&(+>#);.91&3#;T%==(#+%0.&
9.3(=(#+=&>#)&0$.()&6.(6(&G(0$#-0&>.%)&#>&).0%"(%0(#+&#)&".8%"&0$).%0=&>)#;&#0$.)&
=0%0.=S&

¥! M+=-).=&:.9(3%"&B)(/%3FC&M+=-)(+8&0$%0&F#-)&;.9(3%"&).3#)9=&<."#+8&0#&
]RYS&D$(=&<(""&.VT%+9=&T)#0.30(#+=&0#&6..T&@%G%([(&).=(9.+0=H&$.%"0$3%).&
(+>#);%0(#+&T)(/%0.&%+9&=.3-).&>)#;&.V0.)+%"&.+0(0(.=S&

¥! E.>.+9=&@%G%([(H=&@.%"0$3%).&B)#/(9.)=C&E#30#)=&%+9&$.%"0$3%).&
T)#>.==(#+%"=&T)%30(3(+8&(+&@%G%([(&G(""&<.&=$(."9.9&>)#;&T-+(0(/.&%30(#+=&<F&
#0$.)&=0%0.=&G$.+&9."(/.)(+8&3%).&0$%0&%"(8+=&G(0$&@%G%([(H=&"%G=S&

¥! B).=.)/.=&O+9(8.+#-=&2%"-.=C&D$(=&<(""&=%>.8-%)9=&0$.&3-"0-)%"&$.)(0%8.&#>&
B%3(>(6%&O="%+9.)=1&G$#&$%/.&"#+8&.;<)%3.9&8.+9.)&9(/.)=(0F1&>)#;&
.V0.)+%"&T).==-).=&0#&3#+>#);&0#&G.=0.)+&8.+9.)U<(+%)F&^(9.%"=_S&D$(=&(=&
%<#-0&=0#TT(+8&0$.&.)#=(#+&#>&(+9(8.+#-=&3-"0-)%"&/%"-.=S&

¥! L.(+>#)3.=&MV(=0(+8&B)#0.30(#+=C&D$(=&".8(="%0(#+&;())#)=&0$.&T)#0.30(#+=&>#)&
).T)#9-30(/.&)(8$0=&.+%30.9&-+9.)&WKWXH=&!'D&W1&.V0.+9(+8&0$.&=%;.&
=.3-)(0F&0#&8.+9.)U%>>();(+8&3%).S&

¥! ! ! ,-./) /-01) 2033) 4561) 75/) 458) 9/) 4561) %$") .:/-5;0<6) 1:;=6;061) 57)
>075;1?)9/)4561)%$")@6;>0/)@;61A;0@/0571)B0/-5:/)@.;67/.3)A57167/?)9/)
4561)%$")C5;A6).7D576)/5)/;.710/057)5;)E>.F6G).7D576)/;.71=6746;?)9/)
4561)%$").335B)A-034;67)/5)26);6>5H64)C;5>)/-60;)C.>03061I)

!
`.1&0$.&E.;#3)%0(3&B%)0F&#>&@%G%(H(1&<."(./.&0$%0&T)#/(9(+8&%+9&).3.(/(+8&"(>.&
=%/(+8&$.%"0$&3%).&(=&%&<%=(3&$-;%+&)(8$0S&*%9"F1&#/.)&0$.&T%=0&=./.)%"&F.%)=1&(0&
$%=&<.3#;.&3".%)&0$%0&.V0).;(=0=&%3)#==&0$.&+%0(#+&$%/.&;%9.&(0&0$.()&".8(="%0(/.&
T)(#)(0F&0#&0%)8.0&G#;.+&%+9&;.;<.)=&#>&0$.&NQ,DaO!b&3#;;-+(0F&<F&=0)(TT(+8&
%G%F&0$.()&)(8$0=1&.=T.3(%""F&%33.==&0#&$.%"0$&3%).S&!
!
E#c.+=&#>&=0%0.=&%3)#==&0$.&+%0(#+&$%/.&.(0$.)&T%==.9&#)&%).&3#+=(9.)(+8&
T%==(+8&"%G=&T)#$(<(0(+8&8.+9.)&%>>();(+8&$.%"0$&3%).&0#&T.#T".&#>&!NN&!QM*S&
D$.=.&"%G=&0%)8.0&T)#/(9.)=&%+9&).3(T(.+0=1&;%6(+8&(0&%&3)(;(+%"&#>>.+=.&0#&
T)#/(9.&8.+9.)&%>>();(+8&3%).S&L.3.+0"F1&0$.).&0$.&D.V%=&!Q&$%=&8#+.&%=&>%)&%=&
(==-(+8&=-<T#.+%=&>#)&;.9(3%"&).3#)9=&)."%0(+8&0#&8.+9.)&%>>();(+8&3%).&U&>)#;&
;.9(3%"&T)#/(9.)=&#-0=(9.&$(=&#G+&=0%0.&#>&D.V%=&U&0#&T)#=.3-0.&8.+9.)&%>>();(+8&
3%).&T)#/(9.)=&%+9&).3(T(.+0=&G$#&;%F&).=(9.&(+&D.V%=S&*-3$&;#/.=&%).&
(+0.+9.9&0#&$%/.&%&3$(""(+8&.>>.301&>)(/#"#-="F&#/.)).%3$(+8&=0%0.&"(+.=1&(+&0$.&
T-)=-(0&0#&9(;(+(=$&%+9&.V0(+8-(=$&8.+9.)&%>>();(+8&3%).&%3)#==&0$.&+%0(#+&d&./.+&
(+&=0%0.=&0$%0&9#&+#0&$%/.&=-3$&9(=3)(;(+%0#)F&%+9&;(=8-(9.9&"%G=&#+&0$.()&<##6=S&
`.&;-=0&0%6.&%30(#+&%+9&0%6.&%&=0%+9&0#&T)#0.30&0$.&$-;%+&)(8$0=&%+9&$-;%+&
9(8+(0F&#>&#-)&NQ,DaO!b&'#;;-+(0FS&D$.&NQ,DaO!b&3#;;-+(0F&(=&-+9.)&
-+T).3.9.+0.9&%00%36&%3)#==&0$.&+%0(#+1&%+9&(0&(=&#-)&).=T#+=(<("(0F&0#&=0%+9&-T&0#&
<-""(.=&%+9&T)#0.30&0$.&3(/("&%+9&<%=(3&$-;%+&)(8$0=&#>&#-)&>.""#G&).=(9.+0=S&!
!



!"#$%) %'(%) %
%

O+&WKWX1&G.&T%==.9&%&=(;("%)&<(""&e*,I1&+#G&!'D&Wf&0#&%99).==&=T.3(>(3&
T)#0.30(#+=&>#)&).T)#9-30(/.&)(8$0=S&`.&%).&3#+>(9.+0&0$%01&0#8.0$.)1&G.&3%+&
3#+0(+-.&0#&;%6.&%&9(>>.).+3.&%+9&%"=#&T%==&T)#0.30(#+=&>#)&8.+9.)&%>>();(+8&
3%).S&@%G%(H(&G(""&+#0&<#G&0#&0$.&T#"(0(3=&#>&>.%)&%+9&$%0.S&B".%=.&=-TT#)0&0$(=&<(""S!
&!
:%$%"#&+-(&"#%&>#)&0$.&#TT#)0-+(0F&0#&0.=0(>F&(+&=0)#+8&=-TT#)0&#>&*,&IIJK1&
LMN!DOPQ&DR&@M!ND@&'!LMS&*$#-"9&F#-&$%/.&%+F&4-.=0(#+=&#)&).4-().&
>-)0$.)&(+>#);%0(#+1&T".%=.&3#+0%30&0$.&E.;#3)%0(3&B%)0F&#>&@%G%(H(&%0&
".8(="%0(#+g$%G%((9.;#3)%0=S#)8S!
!

!





Carolyn Martinez-Golojuch, MSW 
President and Founder 
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HEWEU STATP AFL.CIO
888 Mililani Street, Suite 501 . Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Randy Perreira
President

Telephone: (808) 597-144 1

Fax: (808) 593-2149

The Thirty-Third Legislature
The Senate

Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection
Committee on Health and Human Services

Testimony by
Hawaii State AFL-ClO

February Lt,2025

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF S 811 qN - RFI ATING TO I{FAITH CARF

Chairs Keohokalole and San Buenaventura, Vice Chairs Fukunaga and Aquino, and Members of
the Committees:

The Hawaii State AFL-CIO is a state federation of 76 affiliate labor organizations representing
over 69,000 union members across Hawaii in industries including healthcare, construction,
hospitality, entertainment, transportation, and government. The AFL-CIO serves its affiliates by

advocating for the rights of working families, promoting fair wages, ensuring safe working
conditions, and supporting policies that strengthen Hawaii's workforce.

We are in support of SB1150 because it protects the rights of working families and healthcare
providers in Hawaii. Expanding protections ensures medical professionals can provide care

aligned with Hawaii's laws and values without fear of interference from out-of-state pressures.

The protections outlined in this bill are critical for maintaining access to care and supporting a

workforce that relies on safe and secure healthcare environments. Safeguarding access to
healthcare also ensures economic stability and fosters equity and inclusion, values that align with
Hawaii's longstanding cultural principles and the labor community's commitment to justice.

We respectfully urge your committees to pass this measure to support Hawaii's working families
and medical providers.

R

Randy Perreira
President
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Psychiatry LLC Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

I support SB 1150. Access to gender affirming care is critical and at times life saving. As a 
psychiatrist, I can affirm that when adolescents and adults have access to the gender affirming 
care they need, their mental health has the chance to thrive. Conversely, when this care is not 
accessible, it can be incredibly damaging to one's mental well-being.  
  

Trust physicians, healthcare providers, individuals and their families to make carefully 
considered and evidenced-based choices on what is best for their health. We make these 
decisions with great thought, medical training, and always with the patient's best interest at 
heart.  
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SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 10:31:49 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Geena Thielen Individual Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chairs Keohokalole, Buenaventura and Members of the Committees, 

My name is Geena Thielen and I am testifying in support of SB1150 Relating to 
Healthcare.  Since being sworn in last month, President Trump has unleashed a flurry of 
Executive Ordeers targeting the rights of Transgender people.  While these orders have specific 
implications, the over-arching goal is to eradicate transgender people's existence.  We have 
always been here and we will always be here.  Targeting a marginalized minority for 
discrimination is the oldest ploy of the worst types of leaders.  This is a moment in time 
reminiscent of George Wallace having his stand in the school house door and John F. Kennedy 
using the power of Executive order to make him move.  The difference is this time the roles are 
reversed and our President is on the wrong side of history.  Will you stand against him?  Or will 
you allow his agenda to be carried out unimpeded? 

Mahalo, 

Ms. Geena Thielen 

 







SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/6/2025 5:50:27 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

cheryl burghardt Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

ALoha 

I SUPPORT SB 1150 which expands the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to 
include gender-affirming health care services. Clarifies jurisdiction under the Uniform Child-
Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act for cases involving children who obtain gender-
affirming health care services. 

Today and always it is important for us to protect all of the people of this place to ensure that all 
people have the health care services needed. 

Mahalo 

C. Burghardt 

Kou Oahu 
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Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 
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Mike Golojuch, Sr. Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB1150.  Please pass this bill. 

Mike Golojuch, Sr. 
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Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michele Golojuch Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill will save lives. The suicide rate of children and young adults who don't receive 
appropriate mental and medical support is sky high. I support this  a hundred percent. 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/6/2025 8:39:07 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mecca Monson-Gere Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for fighting for families who are at this moment so afraid. The recent administration 
change does not reflect the values of Hawaii. All people deserve our love and shouldn't be denied 
support- mental, physical or medical. Furthermore the medical staff, parents and family whose 
aim is to protect them shouldn't live in fear of doing so. Please support gender-affirming care and 
remove it from being a custody issue. Help us continue to be a state that cares. 

Mahalo, 

Mecca Monson-Gere 
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Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anne Farahi Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill to support everyone's choice to feel comfortable in their own skin.  

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/6/2025 10:28:37 PM 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Heidi Shimada Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB1150 because gender-affirming care is important to everyone regardless of how they 
choose to identify. We all deserve to feel comfortable in our own skin. Even as a cis woman, 
hormone regulation through IUDs help even my menstural cycle so I'm not bleeding two weeks 
on, two weeks off. For some, gender affirming care can treat erectile dysfunction or balding or 
excess hair. Allowing others to be their true selves doesn't diminish our own identities. We need 
to take care of our whole community in Hawaii and allow gender-affirming care for everyone, 
including our trans neighbors. 

 







SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 2:31:54 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Richard S Velasquez Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Now more than ever, please support this bill, this bill protects a persons right to make one of the 
most personal  medoical decisions they will ever have to face 

Please vote yes 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 6:09:56 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rebecca Soon Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Members of the HHS & CPN Committees: 

Mahalo for the courage to advance this measure, critical for supporting and protecting the 
medical rights, personal autonomy, and family values of Hawai'i.  I offer this testimony is strong 
support of SB1150. 

In 2024, Ward Research found that 64% of Hawai'i voters support gender-affirming care (10% 
not having enough information).  The attacks on our transgender community are not only a 
violation of their individual rights and our state rights, they go beyond into the realm of 
inhumane.  Please support this measure and in doing so, continue to protect the rights of all 
people in Hawai'i and the values we cherish deeply of compassion and aloha.  Mahalo nui. 

 







SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 9:26:01 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amber Vinson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura and Keohokalole, Vice Chairs Aquino and Fukunaga, and 
members of the Committees, 

I am writing in strong support of SB1150, which would help protect patients, providers, and 
families from out of state persecution, professional discipline, and separation when gender 
affirming care is received/provided in Hawaii to a resident of a state where such care may be 
unlawful.   This protection comes from ensuring covered entities in Hawaii do not release related 
information to or comply with requests (i.e., subpoenas) from bad actors in other jurisdictions. 

Passing this bill is an incredibly important step towards ensuring Hawaii remains a safe place 
where people and families can receive access to gender affirming health care without fear of 
persecution.   

17 states and the District of Columbia already have such laws in place, and it is vital that Hawaii 
ensures similar protections are put into place here.  

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Amber Vinson, LMFT HI #205 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 9:32:37 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Skyler Riela Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura and Keohokalole, Vice Chairs Aquino and Fukunaga, and 
members of the Committees, 

I am writing in strong support of SB1150, which would help protect patients, providers, and 
families from out of state persecution, professional discipline, and separation when gender 
affirming care is received/provided in Hawaii to a resident of a state where such care may be 
unlawful. This protection comes from ensuring covered entities in Hawaii do not release related 
information to or comply with requests (i.e., subpoenas) from bad actors in other jurisdictions. 

Passing this bill is an incredibly important step towards ensuring Hawaii remains a safe place 
where people and families can receive access to gender affirming health care without fear of 
persecution. 

17 states and the District of Columbia already have such laws in place, and it is vital that Hawaii 
ensures similar protections are put into place here. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Skyler Riela (they / them) 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 9:33:48 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jo-Ann M Adams Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a State we must protect our citizens.  The current administration has targeted the transgender 
community.  Mahu are an integral part of our indigenous culture and must be protected. 

We are the Aloha State! 

 







SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 11:26:34 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cathy Kapua Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura and Keohokalole, Vice Chairs Aquino and Fukunaga, and 
members of the Committees, 

I am writing in strong support of SB1150, which would help protect patients, providers, and 
families from out of state persecution, professional discipline, and separation when gender 
affirming care is received/provided in Hawaii to a resident of a state where such care may be 
unlawful.   This protection comes from ensuring covered entities in Hawaii do not release related 
information to or comply with requests (i.e., subpoenas) from bad actors in other jurisdictions. 

Passing this bill is an incredibly important step towards ensuring Hawaii remains a safe place 
where people and families can receive access to gender affirming health care without fear of 
persecution.   

17 states and the District of Columbia already have such laws in place, and it is vital that Hawaii 
ensures similar protections are put into place here.  

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Cathy Kapua 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 11:39:51 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anthony Grise Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am writing to you in strong support of SB1150 in order to protect access to gender affirmind 
care. 

Mahalo! 

 





Anthony Makana Paris 

Kapolei, O'ahu 

 





SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 12:19:24 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mia McGrath Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We must protects our trans and Mahu community. Infinite diversity in infinite combinations is 
the only way humanity can grow.  

 





SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 12:44:24 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelli Bolger Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong support for SB 1150. 

This bill is crucial for safeguarding the health and well-being of transgender and gender-diverse 
youth in Hawaii. Gender-affirming care is medically necessary, evidence-based care that can 
significantly improve the lives of transgender individuals. Expanding the protections of Act 2 to 
specifically include these services ensures that transgender youth have access to the care they 
need, free from discrimination and legal challenges based on misinformation.  Furthermore, 
clarifying jurisdiction under the UCCJEA is essential for providing legal certainty and stability 
for families. 

I urge you to support SB 1150.  This bill promotes the health, safety, and well-being of some of 
our most vulnerable community members. 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 12:53:13 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kestrel swift Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha! I am a resident of Hilo Hawaii and I STRONGLY support SB1150. As a transgender 
woman this bill protects me and my rights as a citizen at a time when my existence has come 
increasingly under attack. I urge you to support this bill and show that you believe all of your 
constituents deserve to be healthy and true to themselves.  

Please vote yes on SB1150. It would mean a lot to me.  

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 1:06:01 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carla Allison Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support SB1150 and ask you to do the same. 

Now more than ever Hawaii needs to protect Gender-Affirming Care providers and access 
for our community members.  Can we call ourselves the Aloha State if we do not? 

Please Live Aloha by taking action and supporti SB1150. 

Gratefully, 

Carla Allison 

Honolulu 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 1:49:06 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Terri Yoshinaga Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Our children are our responsibility and not the Government.  Please let us make the decisions we 
feel are right for our children.  The government has no right to decide what is right for all our 
children we as parents were given that right from God.  Please back off and let us be responsible 
for our children.    I'm praying you will find understanding be fair-minded and vote no!  Mahalo! 

Terri Yoshinaga 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 2:01:50 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tiani Bento Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Lets protect our youth with proper guidance from their parent(s)/guardian(s), not with secrecy. 
These are minors who are not yet fully capable of making life changing decisions on their own. 
Lets instead include their parent or guardian so that there can be open conversation within a 
family to help the child make the very best decisions for their future.   

 





it's about acknowledging the humanity of transgender individuals and affirming their right to live 
authentically. 

In conclusion, transgender-affirming care is essential for the well-being of both youth and adults. 
It is time for us to stand together in support of these necessary healthcare services, ensuring that 
every individual has the opportunity to thrive and live their truth. Let us protect the sanctity of 
the doctor-patient relationship and advocate for the rights of all individuals to receive the care 
they need.  

Please expand the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include gender-affirming 
health care services. 

Thank you,  

Lisa Pollak 

Kauai, HI 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 2:24:08 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Yvonne Geesey Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

In support.  

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 2:27:39 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mary Emmons Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in support of this bill because I work as an RN at the hospital. Withholding medical services 
from anyone is harmful and malicious. I hope the integrity of the state of Hawaii does the right 
thing in supporting all communities here in the Islands regardless of race, gender, sexual 
orientation, or gender identity.  

 







SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 2:56:50 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephanie Austin Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support this very important bill!  

 







SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 3:35:51 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Summer Muramoto Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Growing up in Hawai'i, we are all aware of the concept of Aloha. The concept of treating 
everyone with love, respect, and understanding your neighbor. 

Growing up in a place where people are kind to one another regardless of gender, sexuality, or 
physical appearance has been a privilege that many wish to have in their state. I believe because 
of Hawai'i's aloha state of mind, we have managed to maintain care for people of all 
backgrounds.  

That is until now that this may be at risk. The Trump Administration has unleashed a hateful 
agenda that targets marginalized communities. That hate has spread across the nation, and has 
seeped into our islands that we call home. People who grew up uncomfortable in their bodies 
now face another struggle aside from already being scrutinized. Doctors who want to help those 
people will no longer be able to help them. Times are growing darker in the rainbow state. What 
will Hawai'i be if there is hate? When there is no aloha?  

Taking away peoples rights to receive gender-affirming care and those to provide gender-
affirming care is an action of control and humiliation. Who are we to control the lives of others? 
People who will never understand those affected by banning gender-affirming care fail to see 
these people as their neighbor, someone's child, someone's best friend, someone's parent. Where 
is the aloha in that?  Hawai'i needs to prove that we still are the aloha state; That we care about 
our community more than hatred for others. We need to show up for our community that feels 
like they are being closer and closer to being silenced. Otherwise, we are complicit in the 
negative outcomes on the way.  
  

Thank you and I hope that you find aloha in your heart and mind when you consider this bill.  

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 3:47:51 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jesse Swanson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB 1150 because gender affirming healthcare is not medically necessary and should not 
be considered healthcare but rather cosmetic.  
  

Jesse Swanson 

HC2 box 6928, Keaau Hi 96749 

 





SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 3:54:21 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Meredith Ing Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a parent and as a former DOE teacher with over 20 years of experience in public education, I 
cannot stress enough how important it is that we expand protections to include gender affirming 
care. We must support ALL the citizens of our great Aloha State, and most especially our keiki. I 
have seen firsthand how crucial it is for vulnerable children to get the support that they need and 
that they deserve, and how detrimental and sometimes even tragic it can be when we do not. 
Please do the right thing for our community and vote for SB1150.  

 





SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 4:36:45 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Celina Hayashi Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of SB1150 as one of your constituents and as a community 
physician who cares for your constituents.  

I urge you to support this bill to protect the health and safety of our community. This is 
imperative to keep our state safe.  

It is your responsibility to help protect our community and this bill will do that.  

Without the protections of this bill, there is a risk that our community members will not be able 
to access necessary life-saving treatments. 

  

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

  

Sincerely, 

Celina Macadangdang Hayashi, MD 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 4:39:52 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diliaur Tellei Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill and respectfully urge the committee to pass it. 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 4:42:56 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brian Piotrowski Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this measure to protect healthcare access. 

 





 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 8:33:19 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

June Perry Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is June R. Perry, and I'm a trans woman presently living and working on O'ahu.  

In my present capacity as an environment health and safety specialist, I personally and singularly 
safeguard the integrity and cleanliness approximately 30% of the total food volume imported to 
O'ahu. 

Gender affirming care is safe, effective, life saving medicine and should be protected and 
available to all those who need it.  

Political grandstanding and disingenuous theatrics are not acceptable reasons to prevent people 
from accessing health care that has been proven to be safe and effective for decades. 

Without access to gender affirming health care, many people, within and outside the LGBTQIA 
community will see the quality and comprehensiveness of their health care reduced.  

Everyone benefits from more access to more health care, and enshrining protection into Hawai'i 
state law will improve the lives of all who live here.  

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 9:09:03 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ronald Gouveia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposed to allowing 14 and 15 year old children get access to "gender'affirming care" 
without parental permission.  Please do not pass this bill as it is harmful to teenagers. 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 9:15:56 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Katrina Saito Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Katrina Saito and I am a transgender woman. 

The current presidential administration has already demonstrated its willingness to push policies 
that harm and oppress transgender people regardless of legality or constitutionality. Now more 
than ever, state-level legislations are critical in protecting transgender people, especially 
children. Medical providers nationwide are already pre-emptively withdrawing care for 
transgender children in fear of federal retaliation, which has already verifiably caused an increase 
in depression, self-harm, and suicide in transgender youth. This bill is a hugely important step in 
minimizing that harm within our state.  

Thank you so much for supporting SB1150 in what is the most difficult and painful time in many 
trans peoples' lives. 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 10:07:33 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roqulynn Jarrett Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this billbecause gender affirming care is lifesaving medical care and a human right.  

 





SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 5:46:32 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

TERI SAVAIINAEA  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Keohokalole, Chair San Buenaventura and Committee members, 

I oppose SB1150. 

  

Kind regards, 

Teri Kia Savaiinaea  

District 45, Wai'anae Resident  

 





SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 7:35:02 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth Miller Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am supporting SB1150 so that my own kindhearted granddaughter and all people who do not fit 
into the restrictive and repressive definition of gender are not discriminated against. Hawaii 
could and should be an expample of tolerance for LAW abiding citizens, no matter their gender, 
skin color, or culture.  Thank you 

 





SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 7:53:27 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

marie louise  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura and Keohokalole, Vice Chairs Aquino and Fukunaga, and 
members of the Committees, 

I am writing in strong support of SB1150, which would help protect patients, providers, and 
families from out of state persecution, professional discipline, and separation when gender 
affirming care is received/provided in Hawaii to a resident of a state where such care may be 
unlawful.   This protection comes from ensuring covered entities in Hawaii do not release related 
information to or comply with requests (i.e., subpoenas) from bad actors in other jurisdictions. 

Passing this bill is an incredibly important step towards ensuring Hawaii remains a safe place 
where people and families can receive access to gender affirming health care without fear of 
persecution.   

17 states and the District of Columbia already have such laws in place, and it is vital that Hawaii 
ensures similar protections are put into place here.  

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Malu der Kinderen 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 8:06:55 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lisa H. Gibson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am 100% in favor of this SB1150.  There is a plain attack on transgender people by the Trump 
Administration.  We have transgender people in Hawaii in every walk of life.  These are out 
neighbors, our children, our friends and co-employees.  Stand up and protect them please! 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 8:27:55 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Younghee Overly Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for hearing SB1150 which would protect access to gender affirming care.  Gender 
affirming care is safe health care and we should make sure this health care is available to those 
who need them.   

 









SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 10:05:33 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kayla Marie Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this measure. Trans people should be able to access life saving care. 

 







SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 10:23:06 AM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Suellen Barton Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Transgender population is a long respected & integral part of Hawaii's culture. We must continue 
to support same rights & access to healthcare as are offered to all Hawaii citizens 

 







SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 2:04:41 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Pomai Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a transgender female; We have come so far from past to present. We are also a human 
being; We are part of the community and we are not going anywhere. 

I need my health care like every other human; it doesn't matter what color, race and gender we 
are all equal. We have a voice and please hear us.   

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 2:18:13 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shannon Rudolph Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

SUPPORT!  

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 3:09:50 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Selene LeGare Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura and Keohokalole, Vice Chairs Aquino and Fukunaga, and 
members of the Committees, 

I am writing in strong support of SB1150, which would help protect patients, providers, and 
families from out-of-state persecution, professional discipline, and family separation when they 
receive/provide reproductive/gender affirming healthcare that is legal here in Hawai'i.    

Passing this bill is an incredibly important step towards ensuring the safety and security of 
patients.  It will also help prevent our communities -- which are already experiencing healthcare 
provider shortages -- from losing more of this essential workforce. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Selene LeGare 
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SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 3:17:02 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynn Robinson-Onderko Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Committee Members,  

I am writing in strong support of SB1150. It is more important than ever that we protect the trans 
community and ensure their access to health care. Data shows that trans youth who are not 
supported in their communities are far more likely to self-harm and die by suicide. Gender-
affirming health care is life-saving care.  

I respectfully ask this committee to do the right thing and vote to expand protections to include 
the most vulnerable in our state.  

Mahalo for your consideration.  

Lynn Robinson Onderko 

 







SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 3:39:00 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Zahava Zaidoff Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and committee members, 

Mahalo for hearing this bill. As a parent, trainer, and counselor I see first hand the benefits of 
gender affirming care for minors and must share that is absolutely imperative to the mental, 
emotional, and physical health of our keiki. 

Birth control is gender affirming care. Prostate exams in gender affirming care. Male pattern 
baldness is gender affirming care. There is zero desire to erase males and females from society. 
We are simply acknowledging the autonomy by which keiki, their parents and guardians, and 
their medical professionals need to have over medical issues.  
  

With the rhetoric across the county, Hawaii needs to show our keiki that they matter now, more 
than ever.  
  

Please support this bill to ensure that ALL of of our keiki and get what they need.  
  

Mahalo for standing up for our most vulnerable families and children.  
  

Zahava "Zee" Zaidoff 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/8/2025 3:43:22 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

glenn oshiro Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Keeping families together is the strongest of options and cost effective too!  Please support. 
Thank you 
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Kanishka Agarwal Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Trans people deserve equal human rights and that includes gender-affirming care. Thank you.  
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Boyd Ready Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, Legislators, 

Re: SB 1150 'Relating to Medical Care' 

This bill would make Hawai'i a kidnappers 'city of refuge' for intentional removal of a child from 
his or her legal guardians' custody to have surgical mutilation or endocrine injections done to the 
child. It violates parents' natural rights to the control of their children and sets Hawai'i at odds 
with uniform national child custody law. 

The strange ideas behind the need for a bill like this are abhorrent to most reasonable people. If a 
child cannot lawfully get a tattoo, smoke a cigarette, buy intoxicating liquors, or consent to 
medical care in the absence of his or her parents or legal guardians, then a child similarly cannot 
consent to a sex change operation or endocrine injection procedure. To allow anyone other than 
their parents to do so, or to consider the parents unfit if they do not do so, is an abuse of public 
authority and violates the rights of citizen parents. 

The very name of the bill is an Orwellian deception. 

The popularity of this sort of thing is akin to the madness of crowds, or mass hysteria, indicated 
by its rapid spread among impressionable teen cohorts influenced by imagery and testimonials 
on their cell phones. 

It is admittedly not based on good clinical or other medical science. 

I urge legislators to kill this bill. 

Mahalo, 

Boyd Ready 

Haleiwa 
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Comments:  

Deer chair and members of the committee, 

i am writing in strong support of the healthcare access protection act, which ensures that all 
individuals in Hawai'i have access to gender affirming Health Care without fear of 
discrimination or legal repercussions.   

As a parent I have seen firsthand the importance of gender affirming care for transgender and 
non-binary individuals. Medical professionals overwhelmingly agree that such care improves 
mental health outcomes and overall well-being. No one should have to fear legal action for 
seeking or providing medically necessary care. 

Hawai'i has a proud history of protecting its residents from harmful out of state policies, and this 
bill continues that tradition by ensuring that no one in our state is penalized for accessing or 
providing lawful Health Care. I urge you to pass this critical legislation and reaffirm our 
commitment to protecting our community members. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Noel Bobilin, Fern Forest, Hawaii 
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Comments:  

I am 100% in favor of this SB1150.  There is a plain attack on transgender people by the Trump 
Administration.  We have transgender people in Hawaii in every walk of life.  These are out 
neighbors, our children, our friends and co-employees.  Stand up and protect them please! 

It has been devastating to the transgender community, their loved ones and providers of gender 
affirming care. The Executive Orders by this new administration are based in extremism and 
bigotry and are having real life consequences on the health and wellbeing of our community. The 
sheer volume and the language used is intended to shock, overwhelm, cause chaos and despair. 
The message of community organizations needs to be that we cannot and will not obey in 
advance and will do all we can to fight these orders by staying engaged, finding new ways to 
slow and legally side-step implementation and by uplifting each other with kindness and support. 

HB615 and SB1150 would expand Act 2, SLH 2023 (Reproductive Health Care Services) to 
include gender-affirming health care services.  It would also prevent a state agency from 
removing a child from a parent or guardian based on the parent or guardian allowing the child to 
receive gender-affirming health care services. 

  

please support this bill. Mahalo. 
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Comments:  

Children legally can't consent. No on this bill. 
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Comments:  

With sincere respect, I ask that you do not support this bill. 

It would take away a parents right to raise their children according to their own deeply held 
convictions. 

Please vote no on SB 1150. 

May wisdom guide your decision. 
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Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura & Keohokalole and Vice Chairs Aquino and Fukunaga, 

I am an ally writing in strong support of SB1150 to protect patients, providers, and families from 
persecution when gender affirming care is received and provided in Hawaii to out-of-state 
residents who live in states where such care may be unlawful. Passing this bill will ensure that 
Hawaii remains a safe place for people seeking gender affirming care. Mahalo for the 
opportunity to testify.  
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Comments:  

I strongly oppose! 
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Alan Kaneko Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

I strongly oppose! 
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Comments:  

My name is Christabel and I am a resident of Oahu. I am testifying in support of bill 1150. 
Gender affirming care should be between the patient (or guardian) and provider and the 
government should not have the ability to interfere with a persons health plan. It is important we 
put protections in place to ensure we do not begin to criminalize healthcare and individualized 
health plans. Thank you for your time and consideration on these very important matters. 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura and Keohokalole, Vice Chairs Aquino and Fukunaga, and 
members of the Committees, 

As a concerned citizen, I am writing in strong support of SB1150, which would help protect 
patients, providers, and families from out of state persecution, professional discipline, and 
separation when gender affirming care is received/provided in Hawaii to a resident of a state 
where such care may be unlawful.   This protection comes from ensuring covered entities in 
Hawaii do not release related information to or comply with requests (i.e., subpoenas) from bad 
actors in other jurisdictions. 

Passing this bill is an incredibly important step towards ensuring Hawaii remains a safe place 
where people and families can receive access to gender affirming health care without fear of 
persecution.  

17 states and the District of Columbia already have such laws in place, and it is vital that Hawaii 
ensures similar protections are put into place here.  

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Thaddeus Pham (he/him) 

Makiki, HI 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair Aquino, Chair Keohokalole, Vice Chair Fukunaga, 
and Esteemed Members of the Senate HHS and CPN Committees, 

I support any law that give people the right to choose whatever type of health care they want, and 
medical practitioners the freedom to provide health care services without fear of legal 
prosecution or civil suits for providing medically sound health services.  This goes for gender-
affirming care, opioid prescriptions, abortion, and other healthy medical treatments.  

Therefore, I support the intent of SB 1150. 

I particularly like §323J-7 [Laws contrary to the public policy of this State] which, in short says: 

A law of another state authorizing a civil action or criminal prosecution based on any of the 
following shall be contrary to the public policy of this State: 

     (1) Receiving, seeking, receiving, paying for, or inquiring about reproductive health care 
services or gender-affirming health care services;  
     (2) Providing or responding to an inquiry about reproductive health care services or gender 
affirming health care services; 
     (3) Assisting or aiding or abetting in any of the conduct described in paragraph (1) or (2); or 
     (4) Attempting or intending to engage in or providing material support for (or any other 
theory of vicarious, attempt, joint, several or conspiracy liability derived therefrom) conduct 
described in paragraphs (1) to (3). 

Mahalo, 
Vanessa Ott 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura and Keohokalole, Vice Chairs Aquino and Fukunaga, and 
members of the Committees, 

I am writing in strong support of SB1150, which would help protect patients, providers, and 
families from out of state persecution, professional discipline, and separation when gender 
affirming care is received/provided in Hawaii to a resident of a state where such care may be 
unlawful.   This protection comes from ensuring covered entities in Hawaii do not release related 
information to or comply with requests (i.e., subpoenas) from bad actors in other jurisdictions. 

Passing this bill is an incredibly important step towards ensuring Hawaii remains a safe place 
where people and families can receive access to gender affirming health care without fear of 
persecution.   

As someone who has provided and continues to provide care to Hawaii's affected youth in 
community, schools and youth corrections I understand just how important providing aspects of 
Gender Affirming Care can be.  It can be as simple as using ones' identified name and/or 
pronouns to as complex as a interdisciplinary team being able to help ones' body and mind be in 
more congruence with one another.  Having been priviledged to work in some of these teams, it 
has allowed me to see just how much receiving in the simplest forms of Gender Affirming Care 
can affect ones' mental health.  Many reports show upwards of 60-80% life satisfaction and 
quality of life improvements upon receiving such care.  Whereas,  many youth go from activly 
suicidal to seeing hope.  To penalize such providers such as myself and/or others from 
implementing such care will adversely affect the care we provide to Hawaii's most vulnerable 
along with the care our counterparts in the continent give their care as well.   

17 states and the District of Columbia already have such laws in place, and it is vital that Hawaii 
ensures similar protections are put into place here.  

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Micah Inoue 
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Comments:  

This bill needs to pass. Equal Healthcare to all!  
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

For those of you who have children or grandchildren please consider the questions: 

1.  Am I ok with my child or grandchild being taken from me to another state or even out of my 
care so he or she can make permanent body and life altering decisions at the early age of 14?   
  

2.  Does the state love my child or grandchild  more than I do? Enough to take custody of my 
beloved and allow him or her to make such decisions at an immature age. 

3. Is there enough scientific studies to support long term safety and benefits for gender changes 
at this age?   

If any of you hearing this bill does not have children, then can you honestly say you know what's 
best for children who aren't yours?  Would you be able to experience or truly understand the 
heartache and pain of a parent who would lose parent rights over their own beloved child?   

Please vote no to this bill and please your position in serving our community to protect our keiki 
and parental rights.  Mahalo for your time and commitment to Hawai'i.  
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Comments:  

As the parent of a transgender child, I can attest to the extensive amount of research and soul 
searching parents go through when choosing the appropriate care for their child.  No politician is 
going to know my child better than his parents and doctors and they have no right to infringe on 
our healthcare decisions.  Please protect us from the extremism and bigotry which is suddenly 
aimed at us. 
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Comments:  

Thank You for your time and consideration, 

My name is Patrick Faris, and I was born male in the Midwest in 1983. I have lived on the Big 
Island of Hawaii for the past decade. From a young age, I was drawn to feminine ideas. I could 
list instances of playing "Pretty Pretty Princess" or my natural feminine expressions in art, music, 
and dance. As I grew older, I realized these expressions were not considered normal within the 
limited binary of gender expression that our colonized mindset would have me believe was 
normal. 

In addition to my feminine expressions, during the early 90s as I entered puberty, it became clear 
that my desires for love were more homosexual. Although I didn't fully understand it at the time, 
it was drilled into me that such desires were wrong and that I would burn in hell for being 
different. At the age of 13, my family placed me in state care, where I was diagnosed with 
"Gender Identity Disorder" in the mid-90s. This medical diagnosis was used to treat me 
medically to make me "normal," as outlined in my court papers. The mental and physical abuse I 
received from state control in Iowa was appalling. Looking back now in my 40s, nothing about 
me has changed. I am still gay, I still like feminine things, and I still identify as non-binary. 
However, I have seen life become easier for others who have lived in similar situations. In 2013, 
GID (Gender Identity Disorder) was changed to Gender Dysphoria. Changing the name of 
something does not mean it isn't used to identify and categorize a person, which can justify 
unfair treatment. It is crucial that supportive care is offered to children and adults as they 
discover who they are as individuals. 

I would like to draw a distinction between my sexuality and sexual identity. Sexuality is what we 
should be doing consensually in relationships as adults, while sexual identity often has little, if 
anything, to do with our sexual identity. This is where social conservatives, particularly those 
with religious roots who follow the atomic family model as the only moral standard, want to blur 
the line. My gender fluidity as a child had nothing to do with my sexuality. Anyone who paints 
that story is more interested in blurring those lines for their own prejudice than understanding the 
expressions of nature, which are a spectrum from feminine to masculine and everything in 
between. Gender expression is personal, and denying its fluidity is to deny any person who does 
not fit 100% into these categories. Such people are dangerous to the complexity of humanity and 
the understanding of nature itself. 



For five years of my childhood, I struggled with identity battles, experiencing depression and 
anxiety that was life-threatening. This lack of support showed in my grades and self-harm. This 
all changed as I neared my 18th birthday and received more support from those who saw me, not 
the societal construct of limited labels. I obtained a job as a makeup artist for MAC Cosmetics 
and grew into a productive adult, for which I am eternally grateful. I fear for kids today because, 
in the 90s, I grew up in a very silent generation. I have watched kids and young adults hide who 
they are, creating fake lives that only hurt others and themselves, or worse, ending their own 
lives prematurely from lack of support. 

Aside from my personal observations growing up in state care, I would like to address the 
medical insights I have learned firsthand from friends who are trans of all kinds. Not every trans 
person undergoes hormonal or physical treatments. The majority of us live in our bodies as we 
were born but accept those pieces of us that are a mix of physical and psychological traits. There 
are people who take hormones to support their changes, and these should not be taken lightly. 
Proper psychological and physical medical professionals should assure the best care and address 
the risks, some of which limit physical transitions. This is one reason why support should not be 
erased but supported. Humans, especially children, will experiment with alternative means that 
may not be safe, like silicone injections and off-market hormone therapy. Male-to-female or 
female-to-male transitions with hormones can affect physical developments like muscle growth, 
which can be faster than bone density. Contrary to what some social conservatives say, once 
hormone therapy is started, muscles may be stronger than bone density can support, and muscle 
fatigue can be a problem. These medical transitions should be taken seriously between patient 
and doctor, and in the case of children, all options should be open to the child as they come into 
their own identity, not the imposed identity of parents, school, or politicians. 

Doctors should always consider the well-being of any patient, and this should be addressed 
between the doctor and patient, even as a child. The fact that laws are being put into place to 
defy this right on any topic is an overreach of government into the lives and bodies of 
individuals. Anyone who stops and thinks about this knows it is wrong. It would be like telling a 
man they can only wear boxers or briefs or telling a woman they have to wear a wired bra versus 
a sports bra. These are the biased constructs of a colonized mindset. Everyone who looks 
honestly at them knows they exist. 

The youth do not have the jaded view of their bodies that adults do. If any man looks back at 
their childhood, they will see those moments of creative nature they had to hide because they 
feared being too feminine. Any woman who looks back at their childhood may see those 
moments when their courage to be bold was silenced because ladies were seen and not heard. 
Trans is an issue today, though trans has always existed in human culture and nature as a whole. 
The more we force ourselves into black-and-white definitions, the more issues we have. 

I am writing in support as an adult who sees confusion being weaponized as fear of something 
most people don't understand. These are very sensitive subjects to individuals. I remember my 
father beating me for being too girly. I remember doctors trying to justify mentally abusive 
treatment to make me "normal" because that was what was normal to them. Please know that 
normal doesn't exist, however comfortable the idea of it is. We are all on a spectrum. 



Mahalo again for your truest consideration, 

Patrick Faris 
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Comments:  

"Aloha, my name is Kailana. I support SB1150 because I believe that every being and cause 
deserves love and compassion." 
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Comments:  

To Wom It May Concern: 

I am writing to express my strong support for SB1150, a vital bill that ensures access to gender-
affirming care for transgender, nonbinary, and gender-diverse individuals in [State]. 

Gender-affirming care is not only evidence-based but also life-saving. This type of care includes 
medical, mental health, and social support interventions that help individuals align their physical 
and emotional well-being with their gender identity. Decades of research affirm that gender-
affirming care reduces rates of depression, anxiety, and suicide among transgender and 
nonbinary individuals. It also improves overall quality of life, self-esteem, and health outcomes. 

Conversely, barriers to gender-affirming care put lives at risk. Transgender and gender-diverse 
individuals already face disproportionate rates of discrimination, violence, and mental health 
challenges. Denying or restricting access to necessary care exacerbates these inequities and 
undermines their right to live with dignity. 

SB1150 is crucial to ensuring that everyone in our state has equitable access to the care they 
need. By supporting this legislation, we can affirm the humanity of transgender individuals, 
uphold their rights, and demonstrate our commitment to creating an inclusive and compassionate 
community. 

I urge you to stand in support of SB1150 and ensure that gender-affirming care remains 
accessible to those who need it. Thank you for your attention to this critical issue, and for your 
dedication to the well-being of all constituents. 

Sincerely, 
Meriah Nichols 
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Comments:  

I support this measure 100%. Transgender people live in Hawai'i. They are employed in many 
walks of life. We live and work and go to the same church with them. They are in our schools 
both as teachers and as students. Please stand up and defend them. 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 1:08:16 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shannon Matson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Committee Members, 

Mahalo for scheduling and hearing this important bill. I have numerous friends and family 
members who have needed and will need gender affirming care in the future. Even I, myself, 
may need access to some of this care as a mostly cis, heterosexual female. Undergoing IVF for a 
surrogacy I am currently carrying has required usage of various hormones that can be classified 
within the "gender affirming care" spectrum. I may also need access to these hormones during 
menopause.  The concerning conversion at the National level currently seeks to dumb down and 
stigmatize the nuances of this important aspect of necessary and life-saving healthcare and limits 
access and safety for all. We are counting on you at our State level to protect us and our friends, 
neighbors, and children by providing access to ALL healthcare in a fair and equitable way. 
Decisions regarding what hormones to take and surgeries to proceed with need to be left to 
medical professionals and those seeking care and not limited or restricted by the Federal or State 
government due to misinformation and discrimination against transgender individuals. Please 
protect our access to healthcare and pass this bill.  

Mahalo, 

Shannon M. 

Hawai'i Island Resident  
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Comments:  

I support this bill and encourage you to do the same. 

Thank you 

 







https://www.hrc.org/resources/get-the-facts-on-gender-affirming-care
https://www.justsecurity.org/107087/tracker-litigation-legal-challenges-trump-administration/
https://www.justsecurity.org/107087/tracker-litigation-legal-challenges-trump-administration/
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Comments:  

Dear Chair and Members of the Committe, 

I am writing in solid support of the Healthcare Access Protection Act, which ensures access to all 
folks in Hawai'i for gender-affirming health care, without fear of discrimination, marginalization 
or disenfranchisement .  This bill upholds our state's values of inclusion, bodily autonomy, 
respect and protection for all individuals. 

It is about emphasizing the transcendental importance of gender affirming health care for all 
transgender and non-binaryidividuals. Medical professionals agree that such care improves the 
mental health and fitness, as well as the welll being of all folks who need this scope of services, 
and it protects the dignity af all. 

Hawai'i has a record of protecting its residents of all harmful out of state policies, and this bill is 
a continuity of such criteria.  Pklease make sure that all humans are treated witrh justice and 
aloha. Everyone deserves to live a life free of prejudice and discrimination, and access to 
humane healthcare. 

Thank you so much. 
Sincerely, 
Raphael Moller, Mountain View, Hawai'i 
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Comments:  

Let's sup[port Hawaii laws on gender affirming care. This bill will expand the protections 
established unerd Act 2 SLH 2023 to include gender affirming healthcare services and clarifies 
Hawaii jurisdiction for child custody and enforcement act cases for children with a parent 
authorizing gender affirming care. This bill would also further protect our healthcare providers 
and residents accessing gender affirming care.  
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Comments:  

aloha, 

come on. why are we even talking about this? This should be in the rearview of history with 
abortion rights.  

but here we are, so please support thsi bill with all your kokua. 

mahalo and sincerely, 

janice palma-glennie 

kailua-kona 
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Comments:  

Dear Chairperson and Committee, 

My name is Abigail Otto, MD. I am an OBGYN in Honolulu with the University of Hawaii. I am 
writing to voice my support for added protections as it related to to transgender care in Hawaii. 
Transgender care is life-saving and affects many of my patients. Added protections for 
physicians, parents and patients is essential in ensuring the safe delivery of affirming care.  

Please vote YES on SB1150.  

Sincerely, 

Abigail Otto, MD 

OBGYN 

University of Hawaii 
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Comments:  

I oppose bill SB1150 
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Comments:  

You've exposed your true nature and purposes to bring harm to the children of Hawaii.  Come on 
Hawaii vote these pilauticians out and bring back the righteousness of God to our 
government!  God have mercy your souls, Lee and Hashimoto and all those who try to bring 
about harm to the children, the weak and our kupuna! 
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Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE SB1150.  

I urge you to stand against Senate Bill SB1150, which threatens to undermine the fundamental 
rights of parents in making healthcare decisions for their children. This bill, by attempting to 
legislate on matters of gender-affirming care, could set a dangerous precedent where state 
authority supersedes parental discretion. Probably should abolish the DOE as well. How many 
funds have been given to DOE, politicians to push this bill here in Hawaii. Follow the cash. 
Exposure needed.  

  

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 6:17:15 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dorinda Ohelo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The State SHOULD NEVER allow parental obstruction. Parents should always be informed and 
make decisions on anything regarding their child. I vehemently OPPOSE this bill. Anyone who 
votes to pass this DOES NOT DESERVE THE OFFICE THEY HOLD!!!! 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 6:20:23 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dennis Silva Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Oppose SB1150! We have bigger problems to address. What is wrong with you elected 
officials?! NO to SB1150! 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 6:20:43 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hilary Smith Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It is NOT ok to let state agencies take children away from their parents for allowing those 
children to express their chosen gender. Letting your kids express their gender in whatever way 
they choose is not a crime. 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 6:22:25 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rona Silva Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE SB1150! This is absolutely a waste of time. What is wrong with you elected 
officials?! There are bigger problems we need to be addressing! I vote NO to SB1150! 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 6:24:58 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hokulani Lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I  strongly oppose SB1150. This is the most irrational and non logical bill I've ever seen in 
Hawaii. I oppose anyone being able to essentially kidnap a minor to get them any kind of surgery 
without parental consent. Parents are responsible for their children up until the age of 18. It's 
wrong to say that an adult is responsible for all of their child's actions, but not responsible for 
their medical wellbeing. It's up to the parent to decide what the best thing for their child is until 
the child is developed enough to make their own decisions.  

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 6:31:58 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bronson Teixeira Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I stand in strong opposition to this bill. 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 6:38:10 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sandy Howatt  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is just unbelievable that it would even be considered. I would liken this to child abuse. I 
implore that sound minds prevail and this goes in the garbage where it belongs. Shame on you! 

 



https://doi.org/10.1080/26895269.2022.2100644


https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1744-6171.2010.00246.x
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/research-briefs/


SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 6:43:24 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janice Johnson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this Bill as this does not address the root of this questionable practice.  There 
is NO reason to have this exist.  This life altering, both physically and mentally, will cause more 
harm than good for the child, their family, and society. 

 













SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 7:11:53 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hunter gentry Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Do not approve this you have no right to mutilate children. 

 







SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 7:19:28 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelly Darling Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please vote in support of SB1150. Hawaii's healthcare providers and residents need protection 
from anti-LGBT legislation and actions taken by other states. Unfortunately hateful and bias 
initiatives enacted by other states may harm marginalized populations here in Hawaii. The 
Hawaii legislature must stand up for it's trans and queer citizens by standing against other states 
infringing on our sovereignty and liberty. Vote "yes" on SB1150.  

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 7:22:14 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robin D. Ganitano Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB1150 wholeheartedly.  This atrocity is unconstitutional. 

 







SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 7:34:04 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laurie Anne Bell Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This child abuse must stop.  

Everything about this bill is not what the people want.  

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 7:38:26 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Willis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Strongly Oppose 

 





Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Shanda Brack, APRN she/her 

Waipahu, HI 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 7:45:24 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carol Parrish Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Carol and I am the mother of a transgender individual who transitioned when he was 
15 years old, he did this in 2006. I am very sad and concerned that I have to testify to something 
pertaining to the 1.5% of the population that seems to have many up in arms. 

My son is alive and thriving today with a wife, a great job, friends and a bright future. The 
current administration seems hell bent of making sure that others may not be this fortuntate.  

First, let me begin by telling you that this Mom did everything right. We followed the Harry 
Benjamin Guidelines to the letter so his future would be free from scrutiny of hateful people. My 
son was in a dark place before writing a letter to his Dad and me. Reading that letter made me 
understand that his happiness, his very life depended on us being supportive of him. 

His courage to come to us and try to explain what was going on in his body, his mind and his 
classes at school was beyond measure. At 15 he was scared but knew he was loved, 
unconditionally loved. Not all, in fact very few, transgender youth have the support of their 
parents. For whatever reasons they may have, religious, family, sociatol or just plain fear of the 
unknown...hatred, there is this little gem too. 

If not for the opportunity to access the proper healthcare in this crucial time, he may have been 
lost to suicide. I am so very grateful to the healthcare professionals we were blessed to share our 
journey with. 

I write you today to urge you to vote for compassionate care for those who where not blessed 
with something most of us take for granted, identity. Imagine knowing you are different but 
unable to articulate how least while why, you just know... 

I urge you to support SB1150. 

Mahalo for your time and your vote. 

Respectfully, 

Carol Parrish 



 







SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 7:50:45 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Fha96744@gmail.com Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I oppose this bill that gives the government rights to take children from their parents and homes 
for gender reassignment for children. It is not medically necessary. I stand opposed to this bill!  

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 7:54:52 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sarah Delgadillo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello Senators,  

Please support SB1150 to protect our Hawaiian citizens access to gender affirming care to to 
protect healthcare providers who provide this care. 

i am a parent and and Ally. These healthcare decisions should be between individuals and their 
healthcare providers. Care should not be jeopardized by our federal government which is now 
controlled by billionaires who have no care for small minority groups except to use them for 
political gain.  
please support this bill 

Mahalo, 

sarah delgadillo 

Hawaii Kai, 96825 

 





SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 8:06:00 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nora Pollard Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you Chairs and Committee members for hearing this bill. 

  

Now more than ever, it is essential to support those who need transgender health care. As the 
Federal government has taken steps to legally redefine trans people's existence, it is up to the 
State level government to support trans people enthusiastically and make sure that they know 
they have a place in our society. As a trans woman who first transitioned almost a decade ago 
now, it has been deeply upsetting to see the developments at the federal level. As a grown adult, 
I am broken hearted, anxious, and worried about how far this will go. I cannot imagine being a 
young child who has finally found the language and experiences to match what they feel inside, 
only to see their government erase those terms and mark that essential healthcare as something 
deviant or wrong.  

  

Although not adults, children make a lot of choices that affect the rest of their lives. Their 
behavior and grades in school, the opportunities they pursue, and the people they spend time 
with all affect where their lives go. They choose whether to go to the gym or that unsupervised 
party. They are learning many things about the world through action. The obsession of some 
people with their healthcare decisions, which often for transgender care include social transition 
(haircuts, name changes, fashion changes) much more than medical care, is pure manufactured 
panic. 

Even when youth do get true medical care, it is either supportive therapy in a world that shows 
clear distain for them, or sometimes hormone blockers, which can always be stopped in time. 
Most every child goes through irreversible changes associated with the hormones (mostly 
testosterone and estrogen) that cause secondary sexual characteristics. Every child, cisgender or 
transgender. All that blockers allow is for young people to have more agency in the choices that 
affect their bodies, and more time to understand the kinds of people they would like to be.  

To ensure Hawaii is a place where these children can, with the support of their families and the 
medical knowledge of their doctors, make these choices, would be to keep a beacon lit in a dark 
time.  



Mahalo nui for your time. 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 8:16:16 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mahealani Bernal Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB1150.  
 
Mahalo, 

Mahealani Bernal 
  

 





SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 8:22:32 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maya Maxym Individual Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Committee Members, 

As an ally and a medical professional, I would like to express my strong support for SB 1150, 
which protects access to gender affirming care. The LGBTQIA+ community is under attack. 
Transgender and nonbinary teens, who already battle extremely high rates of mental illness and 
suicide attempts due to the discrimination they face, are feeling particularly vulnerable at this 
time. This bill would help people I care deeply about to continue to live as their true selves. It 
would recognize the rights of people who are mahu to make the fullest expression of their lives a 
reality. It would allow transgender children, their parents, and the caring professionals who 
provide gender-affirming care to feel safer and more confident. 

Please consider voting for this bill. 

Sincerely, 

Maya Maxym, MD, PhD, FAAP 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 8:26:28 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael A. Cobb Jr Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support this bill. This will legalize kidnapping and other unlawful behaviour in relation 
to children. Please do not protect pediphiles and those who prey on children. 

 





SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 8:31:17 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gloria Moyers Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is ridiculous!  What is wrong with our elected officials?  Gender changing procedures of 
any kind should only be done when someone is over 18 or 21!   
  

Gloria Moyers 

808-442-2075 

2858 Puu Hoolai Street  

Kihei HI 96753 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 8:37:25 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Audrey Bush Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Opposed 

 





SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 8:51:24 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kanoe Willis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Strongly Oppose 

 



SB-1150 
Submitted on: 2/9/2025 8:54:43 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/11/2025 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ruby Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello,  

My name is Ruby Delgadillo. I support SB1150 because I believe it represents the values 
of Hawai'i, and that it's the right thing to do. Hawai'i is not the mainland, and we should not 
follow in doing cruel things just because the federal government wants to. Hawai'i has a long 
history of nontraditional gender expression, and we should try to preserve this. Banning proven, 
life-saving healthcare serves only to punish children for the crime of living. The Hawai'i 
government has the chance to do the right thing by passing SB1150. 

 



Testimony for the Record 
Submitted to the 

Hawai’i Senate Committee on Health & Human Services 
in Support of 

Senate Bill 1150 
February 11, 2025 

Gerald T. Montano, DO, MS 
Community Pediatrician 

 
 
Dear Chairs San Buenaventura, Aquino, Keohokalole, Fukunaga and Members of the Health and 
Human Services and Commerce and Consumer Protection Committees:  
 
My name is Gerald Montano. I give this testimony as a Hawai`i-licensed physician with an 
American Board of Pediatrics certification in general pediatrics and specialty board certification 
in adolescent medicine. I have over ten years of experience in gender-affirming care and cared 
for over five-hundred transgender and gender-diverse youth and young adults. Additionally, I 
have conducted research, scholarship, and teaching in LBGTQIA Health. 
 
I am asking for the Hawai`i legislature to protect: (a) healthcare access for transgender and 
gender-diverse youth, (b) protect parents’ rights in seeking healthcare for their child, and (c) 
protect a healthcare provider’s right to practice compassionate, evidence-based medicine by 
passing SB1150, which expands the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to explicitly 
include gender-affirming health care services and clarifies jurisdiction under the Uniform Child-
Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act for cases involving children who obtain such care. 
 
Gender-affirming care is the process of affirming and expressing one’s internal sense of gender, 
rather than the gender assigned to them at birth, through behavioral health support and 
medical/surgical interventions. It is a century-old medical practice. The clear evidence 
supporting the practice of gender-affirming care has led to all the major medical and mental 
health professional associations, including the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Endocrine 
Society, the World Professional Association of Transgender Health, and the American Medical 
Association—which together represent most physicians—to recommend gender-affirming care 
for children and adolescents. Additionally, there are thirty-two mainstream national and 
international organizations supportive of gender-affirming care. 
 
However, gender-affirming care has come under attack. Since February 2020, at least 186 bills 
have been filed in US state legislatures to restrict access to gender-affirming care.1,2 These bills 
would bar medical providers from prescribing gender-affirming hormone therapy (including 
puberty blockers) or performing gender-affirming surgeries on adolescents under age 18 years.1,2 
In addition to prohibiting specific medical interventions, these bills would also mandate jail time 
and fines for medical providers, and in some cases parents, who seek gender-affirming care for 
their transgender or gender-diverse children.1,3 Most recently, the current US President issued an 
executive order aimed at restricting access to gender-affirming health care for minors. The order 
calls for a complete reversal of federal support for gender-affirming care for youth under age 19.4 
 



 
Studies consistently find that transgender and gender-diverse youth are highly vulnerable to 
mental and behavioral health problems, including depression, anxiety, and substance use.5 A 
large, multi-state survey found that 35% of transgender youth reported having attempted suicide 
in the past year.6  
 
It is important to understand that these poor outcomes are not because of one’s gender 
identity, but rather due to a combination of gender dysphoria—the experience of 
significant distress about not having the physical characteristics of the gender one identifies 
with—and the shame and discrimination they face because of their gender identity, thus the 
need for gender-affirming care.  
 
The evidence and clinical guidelines written by the Endocrine Society,7 WPATH Standards of 
Care,8 and the University of California at San Diego’s Center of Excellence for Transgender 
Health9 and recommendations from organization like the AAP and the Endocrine Society inform 
the medical and mental health care of transgender and gender diverse youth. Guidelines on 
gender-affirming care are thorough, individualized, and family centered. Any decisions on 
gender-affirming care are made together by the multidisciplinary care team, family, and child and 
will require parental permission.  
  
Gender-affirming care is not just about medicines. It is also about social support. For example, 
the only recommendation for the treatment of school-age, pre-pubescent children is allowing the 
child to wear the clothes and hair they want, use preferred name and pronouns, and play with the 
toys they like. This is referred to as social transition. This treatment brings tremendous benefits 
for transgender and gender-diverse youth, including decreased depression and anxiety,10,11 and 
improvement of school wellbeing, decreasing truancy, and lower levels of bullying.12 

 
Medications in gender-affirming care are only given when: (1) a child has already started 
puberty, which can be distressing to youth with gender dysphoria, and (2) has displayed 
insistence, consistence and persistence in their gender identity. Not all transgender and gender 
diverse youth need or would like to use medications to affirm their gender identity.  Puberty 
blockers, which are completely reversible, help give time for parents, youth, and providers to 
consider less reversible options and allows the youth not to have to deal with going through the 
puberty that is wrong for them and therefore decreases their distress. Puberty blockers are safe 
medications that have been used for many decades previously for children who are starting 
puberty too early or what is referred to as precocious puberty.13. We have multiple studies on the 
reversibility and on the safety and psychosocial benefits of these medications for gender 
dysphoria,14-21 including similar psychosocial outcomes in young adulthood to cisgender youth 
and rates of suicidality three times lower than in youth who did not have access to puberty 
blocking medications.20 

 
Hormone therapy, like estrogen or testosterone, are partially reversible options for treatment. 
This allows for a young person to essentially go through the puberty that aligns with their gender 
identity. It is important to note that changes occur over a period of several years, like the natural 
puberty process. There is strong evidence that these hormones are safe and provide psychosocial 
benefit to youth experiencing gender dysphoria.15,22-32 Hormone therapy does not sterilize. Many 



studies have shown that people who have started hormone therapy are still able to have children 
after stopping or even when on hormone therapy.33 This is why contraception is still 
recommended to all transgender and gender diverse people on gender affirming hormones.  
 
For many transgender and non-binary individuals their chest and genitals may be a significant 
cause of distress, and they may choose to have a variety of gender-affirming surgical procedures 
to achieve alignment of their body with their gender identity. It is also important to note that 
many transgender individuals do not want or are not able to have gender-affirming surgeries for a 
variety of reasons. Most of these surgeries are offered to those eighteen and above and are not 
the main treatments for gender-affirming care for youth. The most common surgical procedure 
among older adolescents is masculinizing chest surgery, which is often referred to as top surgery. 
For those trans-masculine youth who are born designated female but have already developed 
breast tissue, they frequently experience severe distress related to their chest, almost universally 
wearing chest binders to flatten the appearance of the chest and/or withdrawing socially. Top 
surgery which involves removing breast tissue to create a more masculine chest appearance has 
been shown to have tremendous social and psychological benefit for transmasculine adolescents 
and young adults. Any genital reassignment surgery, if desired and appropriate, happens after age 
18 and these procedures have shown similar benefit.34 

 
Several studies show that anti-trans legislation has led to an increased mental health burden to 
transgender and gender-diverse youth35,36, including increased rates of depression, suicidality, 
and anxiety when compared to their cisgender peers. In addition, these policies have been 
associated with increased likelihood of violence against transgender and gender-diverse youth 
based on their gender identity.37 It would also burden Hawai`i’s healthcare resources as untreated 
gender dysphoria may result in unnecessary use of medical and mental health services that do not 
address it.38 In contrast, nondiscrimination laws and other inclusive policies have been associated 
with decreased depressive symptoms and nicotine use among transgender and gender-diverse 
youth.39  
 
Parents of transgender and gender-diverse youth who have lost access to evidence-based gender-
affirming care have reported an increase in symptoms of anxiety, stress, depression and 
hypervigilance in their transgender or gender-diverse children.37 In places where bills have been 
proposed but have not passed (e.g., in Florida, there are laws that criminalize caregivers who 
allow their child to receive gender-affirming care), caregivers must make the agonizing decision 
to move to another state where gender-affirming care is protected.40  
 
Gender-affirming care bans have also impacted medical and mental health providers. Providers 
are leaving the states where these bans are implemented.41,42 In cases where providers can still 
provide gender-affirming care, they face ethical dilemmas in providing care due to possible loss 
of license or being sued because the patient they treated has changed their gender identity.42 
Additionally, providers are forced to make a mandated report of child abuse if a parent seeks 
their help regarding their child’s gender identity.43 One study showed that the overall number of 
mental health providers who offered trans-specific care to trans adolescents was fewer in states 
with more restrictive laws/policies for transgender people.44 Hawaì i struggles to recruit 
competent healthcare providers, with 732 physicians needed to meet its citizens’ healthcare 



needs.45 Any policy that would restrict or threaten to restrict the provision of care would hamper 
Hawaì i’s efforts to recruit and retain healthcare providers. 
Transgender and gender diverse youth face many threats to their health and wellbeing, especially 
with the recent onslaught of bills and executive orders restricting access to their healthcare. 
Additionally, states that have banned gender-affirming care have forced many families to leave to 
seek evidence-based healthcare for their children in other states. Finally, Hawaì i has a 
healthcare professional shortage and struggles to recruit and retain healthcare professionals. To 
protect transgender and gender-diverse youth, provide a reason for our ohana to stay in Hawai`i 
and recruit and retain healthcare professionals, I strongly urge passage of SB1150. Thank you 
for your consideration. 
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