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Bill No. and Title: Senate Bill No. 1150, SD1, Relating to Health Care.

Purpose: Expands the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include gender-
affirming health care services. Clarifies jurisdiction under the Uniform Child-Custody
Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act for cases involving children who obtain gender affirming
health care services.

Judiciary's Position:

The Judiciary takes no position on this bill but offers the following comment regarding
Section 15 of the bill which seeks to add a new subsection (e) to HRS Section 583A-207 of the
Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (“UCCJEA”).

If the legislature decides that the issue of gender affirming care should be considered by
the family court when determining whether Hawai‘i is a convenient forum under the UCCJEA,
the Judiciary respectfully suggests that the issue be added to the nine (9) factors that the family
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court is currently required to consider in HRS Section 583A-207(b) rather than creating a new
subsection (e).

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill No. 1150, SD1.
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Re: Testimony on S.B. No. 1150, S.D. 1
Relating to Health Care

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill, which would,
among other things, amend protections for reproductive health care services to
include gender-affirming health care services. The Office of Information Practices
(OIP) takes no position on the substance of this bill, but supports the proposed
amendment to section 323J-4, HRS, which would fix a potential conflict between
the existing language of that section and chapter 92F, HRS, the Uniform
Information Practices Act (UIPA).

Section 323J-4, HRS, currently prohibits government agencies as defined in
the UIPA and their employees from providing a
any out-of-state or interstate investigation or proceeding seeking to impose civil or
criminal i ability” drassistdnteeelated to sepreductve, use of
health care services. Since the definition of “agency” is explicitly based on that used
in the UIPA, the prohibition is clearly intended to apply to UIPA requests. The
problem is that the prohibition on disclosing information applies not just to patient

health information or similarly confidential information but to information in
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general, and it is not limited to a situation in which the agency or employee
furnishing information actually knows that the record request was made in
connection with an investigation or proceeding seeking to impose liability. An
agency providing records as required under the UIPA could thereby find itself in
violation of section 323J-4, HRS.

This bill (at page 8 line 2) would amend section 323J-4, HRS, to limit the
prohibition to situations where an agency discloses nonpublic information under
the UIPA in furtherance of an investigation or proceeding seeking to impose
Liability as described. This amendment makes clear that the general prohibition on
disclosure does not bar an agency from disclosing public records, and OIP supports

it.

Thank youforc onsi dering Ol P’ s testimony
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To: The Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair
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The Honorable Karl Rhoads, Chair
The Honorable Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Judiciary

From: Dr. William J. Puette, Chair
and Commissioners of the Hawai‘i Civil Rights Commission

Re: S.B. No. 1150, S.D. 1 Relating to Health Care in
STRONG SUPPORT

The Hawai‘i Civil Rights Commission (HCRC) writes in strong support of S.B. 1150
S.D. 1 (whose companion bill is H.B. 615) because it would protect patients, providers and
families from discrimination and unjust punishment tied to gender-affirming care.

HCRC carries out the Hawai‘i constitutional mandate that no person shall be
discriminated against in the exercise of their civil rights. Art. I, Sec. 5. HCRC enforces laws
protecting the people of Hawai‘i from discrimination in the areas of housing, employment,
public accommodations, and in some state and state-funded services.

Access to health care, including gender-affirming care, is an important benefit for
individuals who are under the protected characteristics of sex, sexual orientation, and gender
identity or expression.

In establishing Act 2, SLH 2023, the State of Hawai‘i recognized the vital need for
transgender, mahu and gender-diverse individuals to access healthcare without fear of
harassment or legal repercussion. Supporting S.B. 1150 aligns with Hawai‘i’s foundational
values of safety and rights for all in our vibrant community. Our diversity is our strength.



Transgender, mahd and gender-diverse individuals are caretakers, healers, givers,
educators, cultural advisors, leaders, lawyers, wellness-providers. The next generation of
transgender, maha and gender-diverse individuals should be given protection to be valued for
who they are, not prosecuted because of people’s hatred and fear for what they do not know.

HCRC recognizes that protecting the right to gender-affirming care also safeguards
transgender, maha and gender-diverse individuals’ well-being. A Stanford Medicine article found
that starting gender-affirming hormone treatment in adolescence was linked to better mental
health outcomes than waiting until adulthood. Erin Digitale, Better Mental Health Found Among
Transgender People Who Started Hormones as Teens, Stanford Medicine (January 12, 2022),
https://med.stanford.edu/news/all-news/2022/01/mental-health-hormone-treatment-transgender-

people.html.

S.B. 1150 S.D. 1 would also uphold parental rights by ensuring families can make
informed healthcare decisions for their children without outside interference from states or bad
actors in other jurisdictions seeking to penalize those accessing or offering gender-affirming
care. Furthermore, ensuring that mental health counselors are not compelled to disclose
information about gender-affirming care upholds the confidentiality of care. Without these
protections, there will be a chilling effect on healthcare providers; they should focus on what
matters most — delivering effective care that promotes better health outcomes that affirm the
dignity and autonomy of the individual. This actualizes Hawai‘i’s public policy by taking a stand
against the erosion of civil rights happening in other jurisdictions.

S.B. 1150 S.D. 1 will prevent the weaponization of interstate legal systems to target
transgender individuals, their families and their doctors. Consequently, S.B. 1150 bolsters civil
rights by affirming that gender diversity and the medical care supporting it are valid, protected
and not subject to external political attacks.

As of February, 2025, these states have implemented similar protective measures to
safeguard patients and providers from legal actions originating in states where such care is
restricted or criminalized:

California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Illinois
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Minnesota
Nevada
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
Oregon
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Rhode Island
Vermont
Washington

Time is of the essence because the current administration has threatened to limit
healthcare access and ordered federal agencies to cease funding and support for medical
institutions providing gender-affirming treatments. In light of the restrictive measures at the
federal level, legislation like S.B. 1150 S.D. 1 will support individuals amidst the increased
discrimination. S.B. 1150 S.D. 1 is consistent with Hawai‘i’s commitment to inclusivity and
diversity.

Thus, HCRC strongly supports S.B. 1150, S.D. 1.
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TO: Senate Committees on Judiciary and Ways and Means

FROM:  Jennifer Kagiwada, Council Member
Council District 2

SUBJECT: SB 1150 SD1

Aloha Chairs, Vice Chairs, and members of the Committees,

| am writing to you in strong support of SB 1150 SD1. This bill is important as it expands the
protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include gender-affirming health care services.
It also clarifies jurisdiction under the Uniform Child-Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act
for cases involving children who obtain gender-affirming health care services.

- Protects providers and recipients of gender affirming care from subpoenas intended for civil or
criminal proceedings brought by out-of-state agencies.

- Protects families from having their keiki removed by out-of-state agencies due to parents
providing their keiki with access to gender affirming care.

- Protects bodily autonomy. Medically necessary care decisions should remain between doctors
and their patients.

SB 1150 SD1 is needed in the Aloha State to protect our beloved transgender community

members, ‘ohana, and heal t h-afirmingecarepQuroyduta s si on al
deserve nothing less.

%

Jenn Kagiwada

Mabhalo,



Hawal i State Lesbi
Transgender, Queer Plus Commission
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Mailing Address: LGBTQ+ Commission, c/o The Department of Human Services, Email: hawaiistatelgbtgpluscommission@gmail.com
P.O. Box 339, Honolulu, Hawai'‘i 96809-0339 Web: https://humanservices.hawaii.gov/lgbtq-commission/

February 22, 2025
Senate’ €ommittees on Judiciary, and Ways and Means
Hawai ‘i State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96813
Hearing: Wednesday, February 26, 2025, at 10:05 AM
RE: Strong Support for Senate Bill 1150 SD 1

Aloha Chair Rhoads, Chair Dela Cruz, and committee members,

I am writing in strong support of Senate Bil/l 115

Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer Plus. (LGBTQ+) Commission, which was established by the

2022 Hawai ' State Legislature with the foll owing
“.to i mprove the State's interface with member

transgender, queer, plus community; identify the short- and long-range needs of its
members; and ensure that there is an effective means of researching, planning, and
advocatingf or t he equity of this population in all/l

The Hawai ‘i State LGBTQ+ Commissong supporsafBenmdtet s t hi s
Bill 1150, which expands the protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to explicitly include
gender-affirming health care services and clarifies jurisdiction under the Uniform Child-Custody

Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act for cases involving children who obtain such care.

Act 2 was a monumental step toward ensuringthat Hawai ‘i remains a beacon
acceptance for LGBTQ+ individual s, -bpaycommaniyy ar |y t
members. SB 1150 builds upon this foundation, ensuring that individuals who seek gender-

affirming care—recognized by every major medical association as medically necessary and

life-saving—are protected from out-of-state legal attacks and discriminatory policies that seek

to criminalize such care.

As we have seen across the nat i-narycomnmetyt ransgende!
faces unprecedented attacks from certain factions of the federal government and state

legislatures that seek to restrict access to gender-affirming health care. These efforts are not

only politically motivated but also dangerous, putting lives at risk by denying individuals the

ability to access the care they need to live authentically and safely. By enacting SB 1150,

Hawai ‘i has t hstanddrpdirect opposition o these harmful policies and

reaffirm its commitment to protecting the rights, dignity, and well-being of all its residents.

For tr ansgend e rhinary@iki and adalts, dccesotmgender-affirming care can

mean the difference between life and death. Studies show that access to such care significantly

reduces the risk of depression, anxiety, and suicide. Yet, across the country, from the Federal to

certain states, extremist efforts seek to strip these individuals of their right to exist safely and

freely. We cannot allow such hostility to take r o

Proudly established pursuanttoHa wa i * i Revi sed &etnactdthroagh A Cth apt erS8H69Di,on Laws

€Yhawaiistatelgbtgpluscommission ﬁ)@hawaiistatelgbtqpluscommission @@hawaiistatelgbtqpluscommission ﬁ@HawaiiStateLGBTQPIusCommission



HI State LGBTQ+ Commission Testimony in Strong Support of SB 1150 SD 1

SB 1150 sends a clear and unequivocal message: Hawai ‘i wi | | not be complic
criminalization of tr ai+bisaeimdividuals selanly life-saaimgd n o n

medical care. Our state must continue to serve as a safe-haven for those facing persecution,

and we must act decisively to prevent any attempts to undermine our protections.

The Hawai ‘i State LGBTQ+ Co mmpasssSB 2150 withogte s t hi s ¢ o
hesitation. We must ensure that every persorentiyn Hawai ‘i
can access the care they need free from fear, discrimination, and political interference.

Should you or any member of your staff have any questions regarding this testimony you can
reach the Hawai ‘i St at rewadlis@ldb@plusOmmigsionggniaib.aom.a t

Mahalo nui loa for your time and consideration,

Kat hl een O’(shether) , Ph. D.
Chair

Hawai ‘i State LGBTQ+ Commi ssi on
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SB-1150-SD-1

Submitted on: 2/25/2025 9:18:44 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. Testifying for Democratic Written Testimony
Derek Turbin Party of Hawai' Support Only

Comments:

As Chair of the Democratic Party of Hawai'i, | support SB1150 SD1.




SB-1150-SD-1
Submitted on: 2/21/2025 8:24:05 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Austin "Shiloh" Martin Testill;);irrgs Z?rHL;Vt?Iearitiarian Oppose Writteno'lr'](le)s/timony
Comments:
Austin Martin
Libertarian Party of Hawai ‘i, Chair man

Dear Senators,

Mahalo nui loa for making my job (to win seats in the legislature) just a little easier.

Your actions with this bill have helped to remind the public why limited government, individual
liberty, informed consent, parental rights, and free expression are such important values.

I will not, however, thank you for the immense human suffering that other policies (like this
proposal) have created already.

| doubt the Senate cares much what the public actually thinks about anything happening in this
chamber - so go ahead - keep radicalizing your communities against the state government.

It's amazing recruitment material for me.

Although - I must admit I wish this body would refrain from "doing the meme"; (or in other
words: fulfilling conservative stereotypes) of "child-snatching-tyrant-radicals”. My critique here
is that it would be better for the 3rd parties if you didn't optically help the

republicans' narrative so much.

It already has enough political traction to be dangerous. Furthermore, | don't recommend
provoking parents over their children's' well being, (that is, unless you want to end up with a
Republican (or perhaps even a Libertarian) as your governor).

Mahalo!
Austin the Musical Chair



PS: in case the lawyers didn't explicate the fact: this amended bill is still (indisputably) a
kidnap bill, which is both unconstitutional, immoral, authoritarian, and vile.

| strongly suggest stopping it here.



LIBERTARIAN

PARTY of HAWAII

Hawaii Lawmakers:

We, The Libertarian Party of Hawaii, vehemently denounce SB1150/HB615, or what we’ve
dubbed “the Hawaii Kidnapping Bill”. This proposed legislation is a flagrant violation of individual
liberty and a gross abuse of governmental power that threatens the fundamental rights of
parents and children alike.

Several clauses buried in this bill seek to essentially legalize child kidnapping across state lines,
including by a non-parent, so long as the abduction is performed under the guise of obtaining
‘gender-affirming' treatments. The proposed law would provide immunity for what would
otherwise be a criminal act. It removes informed consent from parents and violates parental
rights.

This bill is a thinly-veiled act of political war against the rights of other states and families. The
lawsuits will cost Hawaii dearly and may lead to bigger issues. By redefining crucial legal
frameworks such as the Uniform Child-Custody Jurisdiction & Enforcement Act (which governs
interstate child custody cases), this bill creates loopholes that enable the systematic removal of
children from their families under the pretext of ‘Gender Affirming Care’, which threatens
Hawaii’'s participation in the UCCJEA, and will result in Hawaii no longer being able to reliably
return children who are taken away from Hawaii in child custody disputes.

This bill not only disregards the sanctity of family but also infringes upon the basic freedoms of
individuals to make personal and informed decisions regarding their children’s healthcare. This
bill undermines due process, disregards parental authority, promises expensive fights with other
states, and poses a grave threat to the well-being of minors nationwide.

It mandates secrecy, criminalizes interference with kidnappers, and obstructs the extradition of
those charged with criminal acts in connection with ‘gender-affirming care’. Such measures not
only defy ethical medical principles but erode transparency and accountability in our justice
system.

The Libertarian Party of Hawaii stands resolutely against this measure and any legislation that
undermines individual rights, parental autonomy, and child welfare. We call upon legislators to
reject this dangerous bill and uphold the principles of freedom and parental rights.

In Liberty,

The Libertarian Party of Hawaii
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TESTIMONY TO THE HAWAI'l __ COMMITTEE ON __

ltem: SB 1150 - Gender-Affirming Health Care Services
Position:  Support
Hearing: 2/26/25, 10:05am, Conference Room 211

Submitter: Osa Tui, Jr. — President, Hawai'i State Teachers Association

Aloha Chairs Rhoads and Dela Cruz, Vice Chairs and Members of the Committees:

The Hawai'i State Teachers Association supports SB 1150 which expands the protections
established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include gender-affirming health care services. It also
clarifies jurisdiction under the Uniform Child-Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act for cases
involving children who obtain gender-affirming health care services.

Our union’s strong support of human and civil rights calls us to support this legislation to protect
and care for our students. We support all students bringing their full-selves to our classrooms,
and the medical providers who are providing gender affirming care to those who need it.

SB 1150 is a necessary and compassionate response to the escalating attacks on gender
affirming care across the country.

By passing this bill, Hawai'i will:

Ensure access to gender-affirming care for all who need it

Protect families from unjust legal actions and custody disputes related to
gender-affirming care

Shield health care providers from out-of-state prosecutions and disciplinary actions
Uphold Hawaii's core values of inclusion, privacy, and medical freedom



The Hawai'i State Teachers Association asks your committee to support this bill.



PRIDE

—— AT WORK
Hawai'i
Where LGBTQIA+ Rights Meet the Labor Movement
A constituency group of the Hawai‘i State AFL-CIO

February 22, 2025

S e n a tCenim#tees on Judiciary; and Ways and Means
Hawai ‘i State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

Hearing: Wednesday, February 26, 2025 at 10:05 AM
RE: STRONG SUPPORT for Senate Bill 1150 SD 1
Aloha Chair Rhoads, Chair Dela Cruz, and fellow committee members,

PrideatWork—Ha wa i ‘ i i s an Rriflefai \oik avhich is & raatiomhaknonprofit
organization that represents LGBTQIA+ union members and their allies. We are an officially
recognized constituency group of the AFL-CIO that organizes mutual support between the
organized Labor Movement and the LGBTQIA+ Community to further social and economic
justice.

PrideatWork-Hawai ‘i str ongl ySD4,whighexpands th€ @otettibrs O
established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include gender-affirming health care services. This bill is
critical to ensuring that all individuals, particularly transgender and non-binary youth, can access
the medical care they need without fear of discrimination, criminalization, or legal repercussions.
Furthermore, SB 1150 clarifies jurisdiction under the Uniform Child-Custody Jurisdiction and
Enforcement Act for cases involving children who obtain gender-affirming health care services,

ensuring that Hawai ‘| remains a safe haven for
An injury to one is an injur yorangmamberathd . When
LGBTQIA+ community members face barriers to life-saving health care, it is a direct attack on

our collective well-being and shared values of aloha and inclusion. The ability to access gender-
affirming care should never be a political issue—it is a matter of dignity, safety, and fundamental
human rights. We cannot allow discrimination and harmful policies from other states to dictate

the health and safety of those who ca | | Hawai ‘i home.

SB 1150 also will defend Hawai ‘i ’"s healthcare
practicing in Hawai ‘| wi || be shielded from pu
that aligns with Hawai ‘i ' s ¢énauvng that mddicasprofessiorale c t i

can continue to provide necessary, evidence-based care without fear of legal repercussions
from jurisdictions that seek to undermine these rights.

SB 1150 sends a strong message that -themseai ‘i
individuals and their right to receive essential medical care without fear of legal consequences.
By passing this bill, the Legislature reaffirms its commitment to justice, equity, and the protection
of all who seek refuge in our island paradise.

We are not alone in supporting access to gender-affirming care. Ward Research, Inc. during
their annual survey found that sixty-f our percent (64%) of Hawali
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https://www.prideatwork.org/

PrideatWork—Hawai ‘i ' s BteosgtSupmart ofySenats Bill 1150 SD 1
to gender-affirming care. Which means that not only is passing SB 1150 the pono thing to do
it is also the popular thing.

For these reasons, we urge the committee to pass SB 1150 without delay. Mahalo nui loa for
your time and consideration.

In solidarity,
Michael Golojuch, Jr. (he/him)

President
Pride at Work—Hawa i *



https://bit.ly/PrideAtWorkElist

SB-1150-SD-1
Submitted on: 2/22/2025 9:43:04 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Testifying for Spill the Written Testimony

Brittany Coleman Tea Cafe Only

Support

Comments:

As a mental health therapist in this community, | have seen the impact of ensuring that all
individuals can access gender-affirming care. When children, teenagers, and adults are unable to
access the care that they need they are more prone to have depression, anxiety, and even suicidal
thoughts. 50% of trans youth attempted suicide last year and that was not because they are
transgender, it is because of the discrimination they face in their communities and within their
own families.

The truth is that gender-affirming care saves lives, It is not controversial; every major medical
association backs it. However, the research clearly shows that the discrimination these
individuals face causes their distress.



Senate Committee on Ways and Means
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair
Senator Sharon Y. Moriwaki, Vice Chair
Senate Committee on Judiciary
Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair
Snator Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair

Wednesday, February 26, 2025, 10:305 AM State Capitol, Conference Room 211
Testimony In Support of SB 1150 SD, Relating to Health Care

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Moriwaki, Vice Chair Gabbard, and all the
committee members,

My name is Deizhanna Kaya-Abad, and I strongly support SB1150 SD, which expands the
protections established under Act 2, SLH 2023, to include gender-affirming healthcare services.
Below are key reasons for my support:

e Critical Access to Care: Gender-affirming health care is crucial for the mental and
physical well-being of transgender and gender-diverse youth. When transgender and
gender-diverse youth have access to appropriate care, they experience improved mental
health, reduced rates of depression, and stronger overall resilience.

e Safeguarding Families and Providers: This bill offers protections for parents who make
the courageous decision to support their children in accessing gender-affirming care,
without fear of out-of-state legal repercussions. It also shields healthcare providers in
Hawai'i from legal actions imposed by other states with harmful laws.

e Mental Health Impact: As a mental health professional, 1’ve seen how gender-affirming
care improves the quality of life for transgender and gender-diverse youth. It is crucial for
reducing suicidality rates and fostering positive outcomes for these individuals.

Passing SB 1150 SD affirms Hawaii's dedication to the health, safety, and dignity of transgender
and gender-diverse youth, making our state a leader in inclusive, supportive policies for all
young people.

I urge you to pass SB 1150 SD to continue protecting the rights and well-being of transgender
and gender-diverse youth in Hawaii. Thank you for your commitment to this vital cause.

Mahalo nui loa,
Deizhanna Kaya-Abad, MSW



SB-1150-SD-1

Submitted on: 2/22/2025 11:21:56 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2025 10:05:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
: Testifying for Save Written Testimon
Doris Matsunaga Me df?{:aig Hawaii Support only y

Comments:

Save Medicaid Hawaii strongly supports SB1150 SD1




STONEWALL m% THE FIRST CAUCUS OF THE
CAUCUS ‘_ DEMOCRATIC PARTY
FORMED IN 2001 %mﬂﬂ PARTY QW OF HAWAI'I

TESTIMONY FROM THE STONEWALL CAUCUS OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF
HAWALI'I

JOINT HEARING BEFORE SENATE COMMITTEES ON JUDICIARY AND WAYS AND
MEANS
FEBRUARY 26, 2025

Testimony in Strong Support of Senate Bill 1150 SD1 RELATING TO HEALTH CARE

Aloha Chairs Rhoads and Dela Cruz, Vice Chairs and esteemed Members of the Committee:

My name is Abby Simmons, Chair of the Stonewall Caucus of the Democratic Party of
H a w a and liam testifying on behalf of our Caucus in strong support of SB1150 SD1, the
Health Care Access Protection Act.

On behalf of the Stonewall Caucus, we urge you to pass this critical legislation to safeguard
the rights, dignity, and well-being of LGBTQ+ individuals and familiesinHa wa i * i

As states across the country enact laws that criminalize gender-affirming care, attack
reproductive rights, and punish families for supporting their children, H a w ahias the
opportunity—and the responsibility—to stand as a beacon of safety, equality, and inclusion.

Why SB1150SD1i s Essenti al for Hawaii’s LGBTQ+

1. Protecting Access to Lifesaving Gender-Affirming Health Care

Gender-affirming care is medically necessary, evidence-based care that is recognized by
every major medical association, including the American Medical Association, the American
Academy of Pediatrics, and the American Psychological Association. It is care that saves
lives.

Yet, in multiple states, lawmakers have passed extreme bans on gender-affirming care, not
only for minors but also for adults. Some states have gone further—threatening parents with
legal action for supportingt hei r chil dren’s health needs
professionals for simply following best practices.

Page 1 of 2
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Stonewall Caucus Testimony in Strong Support of Senate Bill 1150 SD1 Relating to Health Care

H a w amust ensure that no person seeking gender-affirming care—whether they are a
resident or a visitor—faces legal threats from another state.

2. Preventing Government Overreach in Family and Custody Matters

SB 1150 SD1 ensures that H a w acbufrts will not participate in the unjust separation of
children from their parents based on another st
affirming care.

Every child deserves a family that loves and supports them. And every parent deserves the

right to make informed, medically sound deci si
No family should have to live in fear that seeking necessary health care could result in legal
consequences or the loss of custody.

3. Strengthening Privacy Protections for LGBTQ+ Individuals and Providers

H a w ahias lang valued medical privacy and patient confidentiality. SB 1150 SD1 ensures
that health care providers cannot be compelled to share records or cooperate with out-of-
state investigations targeting LGBTQ+ patients or their families.

« |t pHaovwhaagendiessrom participating in legal actions from other states that

seek to penalize individuals for accessing or providing gender-affirming or reproductive

care.

e It protects health care professionals frol
that do not align with Hawaii’s | aws and val
e It ensures that subpoenasstsrelatadtalavfult s, and

medical care in H a w awill‘nat be enforced.

These protections are essential to upholding the privacy, dignity, and human rights of
LGBTQ+ individuals, their families, and the medical professionals who serve them.

4. AffrmingHawa i i ' s Commi t ment to Equality and Justic

H a w ahas always been a leader in LGBTQ+ rights—from being one of the first states to
challenge same-sex marriage bans to enacting strong anti-discrimination protections. Now,
with SB 1150 SD1, H a w acan' once again lead by example by refusing to be complicit in
politically motivated attacks on bodily autonomy and medical freedom.

THE STONEWALL CAUCUS OF THE
DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF HAWAI'I PAGE 2



Stonewall Caucus Testimony in Strong Support of Senate Bill 1150 SD1 Relating to Health Care

We cannot allow the legal chaos and fear-mongering of other states and the far right
extremists to dictate what happens in our islands. We must send a clear and unwavering
message:

H a w ais—and will always be—a place where LGBTQ+ individuals are safe, affirmed, and
free to make personal medical decisions without fear of persecution.

In conclusion:

SB 1150 is a necessary and compassionate response to the escalating attacks on gender-
affirming and reproductive health care across the country. By passing this bill, Ha w awill! i

Ensure access to gender-affirming care for all who need it
Protect families from unjust legal actions and custody disputes

Shield health care providers from out-of-state prosecutions and disciplinary actions

Uphold Hawaii’s core values of inclusion, pri:/\
For these reasons, we urge this joint committee to advance SB 1150 SD1 without delay.
Attached, please also findthe2 024 Democratic Party of Hawai i
2024-29 “Affirming Transgender Rights by Protect.i
May 18, 2024. Mahalo for your time, your leadership, and your commitment to protecting the

rights and dignity of LGBTQ+ individualsinHa wa i ‘ i

Respectfully,

Abby Simmons (she/her)

Chair & SCC Representative

Stonewall Caucus

Democratic Party of Hawai ‘I
https://linktr.ee/stonewalldph

Attachments:
(1) 2024 Democratic Party o Restlion2024-29 “ABitmang TeandgendervRights i o n
by Protecting Ge nasadoptel bnfMay 18,i2024 Car e”

THE STONEWALL CAUCUS OF THE
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Stonewall Caucus Testimony in Strong Support of Senate Bill 1150 SD1 Relating to Health Care

2024-29: Affirming Transgender Rights by Protecting Gender Affirming Care

Whereas, Across the United States, there have been over 550 legislative measures introduced in 2023 and
over 500 in 2024 that target transgender people and/or access to Gender Affirming Care, including bills
introduced here in Hawai ‘i ; and

Whereas, Gender Affirming Care is supported by every major medical association and leading world health
authority as safe and life-saving, and is defined as medically-necessary healthcare that respects the gender
identity of the patient; and

Whereas, These anti-transgender bills make it a crime for transgender individuals to use public restrooms that

match their gender identity; make it a criminal offense for healthcare workers to provide medically necessary

gender affirming care; threaten to cause parents who provide access to gender affirming care to lose custody;
prohibit gender marker updates to birtidsuedfermsof f i cates, dr
identification; reverse past gender marker updates on birth certificates and other state issued forms of

identification; make it a criminal offense for teachers and counselors to use the chosen pronouns and preferred

names of transgender students; prohibit transgender students from participating in sports under the gender they

identify as; and ban speaking about transgender topics, including books and educational material in public

schools that inform about transgender identities and lived experiences; and

Whereas, The harm that is being done by the introduction and signing into law of these bills cannot be

overstated, resulting in criminalizing Hawai i
spaces when they visit states where this type of legislation has been passed; and

S transge

Whereas, Many transgender children are being shamed, bullied and physically assaulted by their peers
because of who they are, diminishing their healthy mental development and growth, while also leading half of
transgender youth in the past year to consider suicide; and

Whereas, These bills attack our most basic values, including the freedom to be ourselves, to make our own
healthcare decisions, and the right to raise our own keiki; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Democratmg iPtags tyommi tHaevat ‘ti o apfotrecti ng t
families from hateful and harmful anti-transgender legislation by urging elected Democrats to introduce and pass

legislation to protect gender affirming care and protect patients and providers of gender affirming care from

prosecution by out of state agencies, as was done for reproductive rights under Act 2 (2023); and be it

Resolved, That the Democratic Party of Hawai'i acknowl edges
anti-transgender bills in committee, and asks them to continue this practice, as the damage done by debating
such bills further contributes to the stigmatization and marginalization of our transgender community and the
ongoing mental health crisis resulting from this form of public debate; and be it

Resolved, That the Democratic Party of Hawai ‘i unequi vocal |l
aspects of our society by working to ensure that existing rights are not removed or restricted under any new
state legislation,and by condemning hate speech, bigotry and | egi s|

transgender people and members of the LGBTQ+ community; and be it

Resolved, That the Democratic Party of Hawai ‘i, iraibhgsaent curr
from prosecution of out-of-st at e agencies, calls upon the Governor of H
protecting gender affirming care from outside civil and criminal litigation, and to task the Attorney General with

protecting defendants in cases of such litigation or suit, preventing execution of any subpoenas related to health

records or child custody orders specifically related to gender affirming care; and be it

Ordered, That copies of this resolution be transmitted to the officesoft he Hawai ‘i Congressional
the Governor and Lieutenant Governor of the State of Haw
al | members of the Hawai ‘| State Legislature who are Den
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Comments:
Al oha kakou,

| am writing in continued strong support of SB1150, which would help protect patients,

providers, and families from out of state persecution, professional discipline, and separation

when gender affirming care i s tokacta#eiwhesuichor pr o
care may be unlawful.

As a health professional who for 35 years directed a National Institutes of Health research
laboratory that often tackled questions of gender and sexuality, | learned both how complex these
matters are, and how important it is to rely on the advice of doctors and caregivers who are
interested purely in health and wellbeing. The bans that other states are now imposing on gender-
affirming care have nothing to do with health and well-being; they are purely an expression of
religious and social beliefs.

Hawai ' i has a | ong hhbassdfreasongble@rfd compaskianate gppreech e vi d e
to health. Consider Liliuokalanis support of vaccination and quarantine for smallpox in the
1880s. Recall Hawai i ‘s gr oundibthed9Us.iTmsagsthd aci | it

type of tradition that should be continued, not abandoned.

Passing SB1150 is an incredibly important ste
where people and families can receive access to gender affirming health care without fear of

persecution.

Mahalo for your support of SB1150.

Dean Hamer

Haleiwa, HI



2/ 231 25

Test mony i 8B1Slwpp oretgaafdi ng Gender Afrming Heal

Thank you to the Chair, Vice Chair, and Commi't

We are writng on behalf of the Hawaii Chapter
representng over 200opaesk aton cPBaurd 03 v ppHewta iafbd r
protectons f or gBeyndseurp @Bdritpmdgn gh acvaer et.he opportun
the rest of the worl d howeidn allaweaii ia,n swe& noaw & h
afrming care saves |ives and it i1.9heu”AA®Puty t
wor ks ttldr athadtdr e nregardieds ofgethderlidensitg o exdression,

receiving care to promote optimal physical, mental, and social well-being. Any discrimination

based on gender identity or expression, real or perceived, is damaging to the socioemotional

health of children, families, and society.” We ur ge you to take the t me
statement from our natonal organizaton here:

ht ps:// publicatons. aap.orqg/ pediatrics/ artcl el
Compr e hGazsa-&wep pfoorrt2aut ol ogi ncheck=redirected

AAP recommends the following:

1. that youth who identify as TGD have access to comprehensive, gender-affirming, and
developmentally appropriate health care that is provided in a safe and inclusive clinical
space;

2. that family-based therapy and support be available to recognize and respond to the
emotional and mental health needs of parents, caregivers, and siblings of youth who
identify as TGD;

3. that electronic health records, billing systems, patient-centered notification systems,
and clinical research be designed to respect the asserted gender identity of each patient
while maintaining confidentiality and avoiding duplicate charts;

4. thatinsurance plans offer coverage for health care that is specific to the needs of youth
who identify as TGD, including coverage for medical, psychological, and, when indicated,
surgical gender-affirming interventions;

5. that provider education, including medical school, residency, and continuing education,
integrate core competencies on the emotional and physical health needs and best
practices for the care of youth who identify as TGD and their families;

6. that pediatricians have a role in advocating for, educating, and developing liaison
relationships with school districts and other community organizations to promote
acceptance and inclusion of all children without fear of harassment, exclusion, or
bullying because of gender expression;


https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/142/4/e20182162/37381/Ensuring-Comprehensive-Care-and-Support-for?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/142/4/e20182162/37381/Ensuring-Comprehensive-Care-and-Support-for?autologincheck=redirected

7.

that pediatricians have a role in advocating for policies and laws that protect youth who
identify as TGD from discrimination and violence;
that the health care workforce protects diversity by offering equal employment

opportunities and workplace protections, regardless of gender identity or expression;
and

that the medical field and federal government prioritize research that is dedicated to
improving the quality of evidence-based care for youth who identify as TGD.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
Dr. Casandra Simonson MD and Dr. Maya Maxim MD

Co-Chairs HAAP Advocacy Committee
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