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Ted Bohlen Hawaii Reef and Ocean 
Coalition  Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii Reef and Ocean Coalition STRONGLY SUPPORTS these resolutions! 
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Piko o W!kea  2025 

"Olepau , Nana Ð 21st Malaki 2025 
 

Attn:  House Committee on Water & Land, Hawai"i State Capitol  

Testimony in  Support  of House Resolution 124 and House Concurrent Resolution 128 Relating to 
Freshwater and Nearshore Marine Ecosystems  

 
Honorable  Chair Hashem, Vice Chair Lamosao, and committee  members,  

Mahalo nui  for the opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of House Resolution 124 and 
House Concurrent Resolution 128, which reaffirm the StateÕs obligation to uphold the constitutional 
rights of its people by recognizing the critical role of freshwater i n maintaining healthy nearshore 
marine ecosystems. 

We submit this testimony as an organization rooted in the values and practices of our k#puna. Our 
mission is to preserve traditional knowledge, restore productive communities, and develop a 
thriving lifestyle for our nation. Through the safeguarding of her itage, the empowerment of our 
communities, and the development of sustainable practices, we are committed to enhancing the 
quality of life and ensuring a prosperous future for our people.  

These resolutions speak directly to the heart of who we are and what we stand for. HawaiÔiÕs 
freshwater resources are inextricably linked to the health of our nearshore marine ecosystems. The 
cultural and ecological connection between mauka and makai is no t merely symbolic, it is biological, 
functional, and sacred. When freshwater flows are disrupted, whether by stream diversion, 
groundwater pumping, or pollution, the effects ripple through the ecosystem: invasive species 
proliferate, native limu disappear,  and keystone species like "o"opu and "$pae suffer population 
declines.  

Our people have long known what science is now reaffirming: restoring freshwater flows is essential 
to restoring our nearshore fisheries, our traditional practices, and our food security.  From the native 
h%h%wai that migrate between stream and sea, to the culturally significant limu and fish that inhabit 
our reefs and feed our "ohana, our ecosystems depend on our ability to steward freshwater 
resources holistically. These ecosystems are the  backbone of our identity, our economy, and our 
survival as k!naka.  

Article XI, Section 1  and Section 7 of the Hawai"i State Constitution clearly establish the StateÕs duty 
to protect water resources for the benefit of the people. The Ka Pa"akai o ka "&ina decision further 
reinforces this responsibility, requiring government actions to conside r the cumulative impacts on 
Native Hawaiian rights and practices.  



 

 

We urge the Legislature to take bold and timely action by supporting HR124 and HCR128. These 
resolutions reaffirm constitutional commitments and provide a pathway to prioritize policies that:  

¥! Restore and protect natural streamflow and spring discharge;  
¥! Address water mismanagement and over -extraction;  
¥! Include community voices in decision -making;  
¥! Integrate traditional ecological knowledge with scientific insight.  

Let us be clear: healthy nearshore ecosystems cannot exist without freshwater. And healthy 
communities cannot thrive without access to these ecosystems for gathering, fishing, ceremony, and 
learning.  

We mahalo you for your leadership and your recognition that Hawai"i's future depends on our ability 
to m!lama i ka wai and m!lama i ke kai  

 
Na"u me ka "o ia i"o, 

 
 
na Shauna K' haunani Springer  
Founder & Executive Director  
Ka Pa"akai Consulting 
Kea"au, Moku o Keawe, Hawai"i 
 
 



 
 

 

March 21, 2025 

 
To:   Chair Hashem, Vice Chair Lamosao, and the House Committee on 

Water & Land 
 
Re:   STRONG SUPPORT of HR124 and HCR128 Relating to Freshwater; 

Nearshore Marine Ecosystems 
 
 
Aloha Chair Hashem, Vice Chair Lamosao, and the House Committee on 
Water & Land, 
 
We write in STRONG SUPPORT of HR124 and HCR128 to reaffirm the State's 
obligation to uphold the constitutional rights of its people by recognizing 
the critical role of freshwater in maintaining healthy nearshore marine 
ecosystems. 

Mālama Pūpūkea-Waimea (MPW) is the grassroots, community non-profit 
that actively works to care for, educate about, and protect our fragile, 
near-shore marine ecosystems. Our mission is “working to replenish and 
sustain the natural and cultural resources of the Pūpūkea and Waimea 
ahupua‘a for present and future generations through active community 
stewardship, education, and partnerships.” 

Freshwater flowing from rivers, streams, springs, and groundwater is 
absolutely critical to the health and vitality of our nearshore marine 
ecosystems. It shapes water quality, supports nutrient cycling, and creates 
the habitats that marine life depends on to thrive. We deeply value the 
powerful, irreplaceable connection between land and sea—one that 
sustains life, balances ecosystems, and ensures the future of our ocean 
resources. 

Mahalo for your SUPPORT of HR124 and HCR128 to recognize the critical 
role of freshwater in maintaining healthy nearshore marine ecosystem. 

 

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony, 
Jenny Yagodich 
 
 
 
Director of Educational Programs & 
Makai Watch Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
The following are drawings made by keiki in our Ka Papa Kai – Marine 
Science for Youth program, grades 4, 5, and 6. They hope their art will 
help explain the importance of freshwater to the nearshore marine 
environment.  
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Leimomi Khan Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support for all of the reasons stated in the resolution. 

 



Aloha Chair Hashem, Vice Chair Lamosao, and House Committee Members on 
Water & Land

Situated in Kapalilua (South Kona), Miloli!i Community-Based Subsistence Fishing 
Area includes the 18.6 mile coastline waters and submerged lands from the 
shoreline to the 100-fathom depth contour of the coastline. From K"p#hoehoe 
to Manuk#, the health of this nearshore marine habitat depends on clean 
groundwater that originates from the Southwest Mauna Loa Aquifer.  

My fishing community recognizes the vital importance of freshwater to all life 
forms it feeds and crucial that it abundantly reach our nearshore coastal and 
marine ecosystems, clean and healthy.  Kapalilua does not have surface 
streams, but subterranean estuaries and anchialine pools that have fed our 
people and nearshore and marine ecosystems for generations. The !$pae !ula 
and healthy coral habitat are indicators of that.

I support this resolution in recognizing the vital importance of freshwater to our 
nearshore and marine ecosystems.

Mahalo for accepting my testimony,

U!ilani Naipo, Administrator

Miloli!i Community-Based Subsistence Fishing Area
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Brian F. Funai Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support 
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William K. Chang Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HR 124 
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