














 

 
 
 
                                                                                   
                                                          
 
 
 
      
 
   
 

Testimony of the Office of the Public Defender, 
State of Hawaiói to the Senate Committee on Health and Human Services 

 
March 17, 2025 

 
H.B. 613 HD1:  RELATING TO HOMELESS YOUTH. 
 
Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair Aquino, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Office of the Public Defender strongly supports H.B. 613 HD1.    
 
The Office of the Public Defender works with youth involved in the criminal 
justice system.  We have seen an increase in youth experiencing homelessness.    
We agree that we can do better as a community to help and provide supportive and 
safety services to our youth experiencing homelessness across the State of Hawaii.  
Our homeless youth need help with basic needs, access to education, access to 
transportation, access to mental health services, access to a safe and secure place to 
live, access to substance abuse treatment, and access to basic health care.  We need 
more outreach options and shelter options with skilled and caring providers.  These 
needs impact every Island in our State.  In particular, we are concerned that if these 
services are not available and these needs are not met on our Neighbor Islands, 
then children who end up in our criminal justice system will end up in detention on 
the Island of Oahu ï far from access to family and their home island support 
systems ï thus exacerbating trauma and disenfranchisement for homeless youth.  
We submit that developing and providing safe spaces for our homeless youth can 
only help lift up youth and families in distress and can prevent youth from 
becoming involved in the juvenile justice system. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 

JON N. IKENAGA 
 STATE PUBLIC DEFENDER 

 DEFENDER COUNCIL 
1130 NORTH NIMITZ HIGHWAY 

SUITE A-254 
HONOLULU, HAWAIóI  96817 

 
HONOLULU OFFICE 

1130 NORTH NIMITZ HIGHWAY 
SUITE A-254 

HONOLULU, HAWAIóI  96817 
 

APPELLATE DIVISION 
TEL. NO. (808) 586-2080 

 
  DISTRICT COURT DIVISION 

TEL. NO. (808) 586-2100 
 

FAMILY COURT DIVISION 
TEL. NO. (808) 586-2300 

 
FELONY DIVISION 
TEL. NO. (808) 586-2200 

 
FACSIMILE 

 (808) 586-2222 

HAYLEY Y.C. CHENG 
                 ASSISTANT PUBLIC DEFENDER 

 
HILO OFFICE 

275 PONAHAWAI STREET 
SUITE 201 

HILO, HAWAIóI   96720 
TEL. NO.  (808) 974-4571 
FAX NO.  (808) 974-4574 

 
KONA OFFICE 

75-1000 HENRY STREET  
SUITE #209 

KAILUA-KONA HI   96740 
TEL. NO.  (808) 327-4650 
FAX NO.  (808) 327-4651 

 
KAUAôI OFFICE 
3060 EIWA STREET 

 SUITE 206 
LIHUE, HAWAIóI  96766 
TEL. NO.  (808) 241-7128 
FAX NO.  (808) 274-3422 

 
MAUôI OFFICE 

81 N. MARKET STREET 
WAILUKU, HAWAIóI  96793 
TEL. NO.  (808) 984-5018 
FAX NO.  (808) 984-5022 

STATE OF HAWAIóI 
OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER 

 



Hawai‘i State Association of Counties (HSAC) 
Counties of Kaua‘i, Maui, Hawai‘i, and City & County of Honolulu 
Website: hawaiicounties.org ¦ Email: hsac@hawaiicounties.org  

 
Testimony of the Hawai‘i State Association of Counties​

H.B. No. 613 HD1 - Support 

Relating to Housing 

Senate Committee on Health and Human Services 
 

Monday, March 17, 2025, 1:00 p.m. 

The Hawai‘i State Association of Counties (HSAC) appreciates the opportunity to provide 

testimony in support of HB 613 HD1, which seeks to make the Safe Spaces for Youth Pilot Program a 

permanent program within the Office of Youth Services and provide necessary funding for shelter and 

support services for homeless youth. 

HSAC is a nonprofit organization representing Hawai‘i’s four counties: Kaua‘i, Maui, Hawai‘i, 

and the City & County of Honolulu. HSAC’s membership includes all county council members, who 

collaborate to advocate for policies that improve the quality of life for our residents. 

Youth homelessness is a pressing issue across all of our counties, leaving many young people 

without stable housing, access to education, or the support systems needed. Without proper intervention, 

homeless youth are at risk of exploitation, physical harm, mental health challenges, and difficulty 

securing employment or continuing their education. Dedicated resources for unaccompanied minors and 

young adults is a much needed area of support.  

The Safe Spaces for Youth Pilot Program, established under Act 130 (SLH 2022), has made 

significant strides in providing shelter and critical services for vulnerable youth. HB 613 HD1 will ensure 

that this program continues permanently, allowing the Office of Youth Services to expand shelter capacity, 

strengthen partnerships with community organizations, and provide consistent, long-term support to youth 

in need. 

By passing this measure, the Legislature will help ensure that youth experiencing homelessness 

have access to a safe, stable environment where they can receive the guidance and resources necessary to 

build a better future. Mahalo to the committee for hearing this measure.  
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March 14, 2025

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 613, HD1
A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HOMELESS YOUTH

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Sen. Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair
Sen. Henry J.C. Aquino, Vice Chair

Hearing Date: Monday, March 17, 2025, at 1:00 PM
Place of Hearing: Conference Room 225 & Videoconference

Aloha Honorable Chairs San Buenaventura and Aquino, and members of the
Committee on Health and Human Services,

On behalf of the County of Hawai'i Office of Housing and Community Development
(OHCD), I am pleased to provide testimony in strong support of House Bill 613, HD1
which makes permanent the Safe Spaces for Youth Pilot Program within the Office of
Youth Services.

This bill's establishment of a permanent Safe Spaces for Youth program within the
Ofýce of Youth Services is critical for providing stability and support to one of our most
vulnerable populations.

Currently, many homeless youth ð particularly those who are unaccompanied ð face
significant challenges, including mental health issues, lack of access to education, and
risk of exploitation. The pilot program, established under Act 130, has already
demonstrated success in improving housing stability, increasing school enrollment, and
reducing risky behaviors. By making this program permanent, we can expand its reach
and impact, ensuring that more youth receive the necessary support and services they
need to transition out of homelessness and move toward a brighter future.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB 613, HD1.

Mahalo,

Kt/0/
Kehaulani M. Costa
Housing Administrator

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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March 12, 2025 
 
 
To: Senator Joy San Buenaventura, Chair 

And members of the Committee on Health and Human 
Services 

 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OFHB 613 HD1  RELATING TO 

HOMELESS YOUTH 
 

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of 
youth-serving organizations, strongly supports HB 613 Relating to 
Homeless Youth. 
 

Runaway and homeless youth are the most vulnerable segment of 
Hawaii’s homeless population.  They are children who have not 
completed their education, lack employment skills and experience, 
and need to learn the skills for adult living.   
 
Young people run from abusive or neglectful families,  They often 
have untreated mental health or substance abuse issues. And 
sometimes they are thrown out of their homes by the adults who are 
supposed to care for and protect them. Living on the street is difficult 
and dangerous and young people do not choose to do it for fun or 
adventure. 
 
Homeless youth need street-based outreach, safe emergency shelter, 
family strengthening services to enable family reunifications, and 
transitional living services for youth and young adults who cannot be 
safely reunited with their families. Safe Spaces for Youth can ensure 
that short-term and longer-term safe and appropriate housing is 
available statewide. 
 
One element of the Space Spaces for Youth Pilot project is the Safe 
Place Program  Any young person in crisis on Oahu or Hawaii Island 
can walk into a Safe Place site or text for help with 24-hour a day 
response.  Hale Kipa, The Salvation Army Family Intervention 
Services, Parents and Children Together, Work Hawaii, Big Brothers 
Big Sisters Hawaii, and the Hawaii County Rapid Transit System are  
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among the organizations working together on this project.  Without new funding 
from the legislature, 2 years of planning, training, and outreach will be lost if Safe 
Place ends  on June 30th. 

 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Judith F. Clark, MPH 
Executive Director 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Judith F. Clark, MPH 
Executive Director 
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TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF HB613 HD1, RELATING TO 
HOMELESS YOUTH 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
March 17, 2025 

Aloha Chair San Buenaventura and Vice Chair Aquino and Members of the 
Senate Health and Human Services Committee: 

The Democratic Party of Hawai’i STRONGLY SUPPORTS HB613 HD1, 
RELATING TO HOMELESS YOUTH.  Pursuant to the Platform of the 
Democratic Party of Hawai’i, the Party believes housing is a human right.  We 
believe that houselessness is the symptom of an inequitable economic system 
that creates generational poverty and hardship and believe this system must be 
changed. 

HB 613 seeks to appropriate funding to the Department of Human Services to 
provide emergency shelter and services to unaccompanied homeless youth 
across the State of Hawaiʻi. 

Hawaiʻi is facing a crisis in homelessness, with our youngest community 
members bearing hardship.  In Hawaiʻi, one in ten young adults (ages 18-25) 
and one in thirty adolescents (ages 13-17) experiencing some form of 
homelessness without the support of a parent or guardian. These young 
individuals are among the most vulnerable members of our community, facing 
heightened risks of mental health struggles, substance abuse, sexual 
exploitation, physical violence, and disruptions in their education. 

The data underscores the urgency of this issue: 

● 69% of homeless youth report mental health challenges.
● 50% have been in the juvenile justice system, jail, or detention.
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● LGBTQ+ youth experiencing homelessness face disproportionately high
rates of violence and victimization, with 62% reporting physical harm.

Despite these alarming statistics, existing outreach and shelter resources remain 
limited, leaving many unaccompanied youth without access to critical services. 
This bill directly addresses this gap by ensuring funding for emergency shelters 
and essential services across our islands. 

By passing this bill, the Legislature will take a crucial step in breaking the cycle of 
youth homelessness and protecting Hawaiʻi’s future generations. Providing stable 
shelter, food security, mental health support, and pathways to education and 
employment will empower these youth to build self-sufficient and productive lives. 

The Democratic Party of Hawai’i urges the Committee to pass this measure to 
ensure that unaccompanied homeless youth receive the care and support they 
desperately need. 

Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify in strong support of HB613 HD1, 
RELATING TO HOMELESS YOUTH. Should you have any questions or require 
further information, please contact the Democratic Party of Hawai’i at 
legislation@hawaiidemocrats.org.
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HB-613-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/14/2025 11:46:14 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/17/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Richard S Velasquez 
Testifying for LGBTQ + 

Commission  
Support 

Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

wish to express Strong Support for this Bill please see letter from our Commission 

there is no reason for our children to be on streets or beaches, in harms way.  We can do better 

than that , we are better people than that and care about our kids 
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Les Estrella

80 Pauahi St., STE 207

Hilo, HI 96720

March 12, 2025

SenatorJ0y A. Buenaventura

Hawaii State Capitol

415 S. Beretania St.

Honolulu, HI 96813

Subject: Testimony in Strong Support of HB613 HD1 ð Safe Spaces for Youth Program

Dear Chair Buenaventura, Vice Chair Aquino, and Members of the Senate Committee on
Health and Human Services,

I, Les Estrella, am writing on behalf of Going Home Hawaió i in strong support of HB613
HD1, which seeks to make permanent the Safe Spaces forYouth Program maintained by
the Office of Youth Services. This program is essential for providing shelter and support to
at-risk youth experiencing homelessness, many of whom have had direct involvement with
the juvenile justice system. By ensuring housing stability and increasing school enrollment,
this initiative helps break the cycle that often leads these youth deeper into the justice
system.

Hawaióiôs runaway and homeless youth are highly vulnerable to justice system involvement,
with 50% having been incarcerated, detained, or otherwise engaged in the juvenile justice
system. Many of these young people are criminalized for behaviors directly tied to their
homelessness, such as trespassing or survival-based offenses. Without stable housing
and access to supportive services, they remain at increased risk of further legal
entanglements, making it even harder for them to transition to stable and productive lives.

Additionally, 33% of homeless youth have spent time in the foster care system, often aging
out without adequate support, which can result in justice system involvement as they
struggle to meet their basic needs. Youth experiencing homelessness are also at
heightened risk of victimization, with 62% of LGBTQ+ homeless youth and 47% of their non-



LGBTQ+ peers reporting physical harm. These alarming statistics highlight the urgent need
for targeted intervention, safe housing options, and pathways to stabilityðall of which the
Safe Spaces forYouth Program provides.

Despite the best efforts of service providers, Hawaiói County lacks dedicated shelter space
for unaccompanied youth, leaving many with nowhere to turn. By passing HB613 HD1, the
state can take a critical step toward diverting at-risk youth from the justice system and
ensuring they receive the support necessary to lead healthier, more stable lives.

I respectfully urge the committee to pass HB613 HD1 and reinforce Hawaióiôs commitment
to protecting and uplifting its most vulnerable youth.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Mahalo,

4
Les Estrella, President and CEO



http://www.hhhrc.org/
https://www.partnersincareoahu.org/our-mission
https://hhhrc-my.sharepoint.com/personal/nleverenz_hhhrc_org/Documents/Appropriates%20funds%20to%20the%20Department%20of%20Human%20Services%20to%20provide%20emergency%20shelter%20and%20services%20to%20unaccompanied%20homeless%20youth
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HB-613-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/15/2025 2:37:38 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/17/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gerdine Markus 
Testifying for Pacific 

Academy of Music 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a long time educator (piano instruction) I strongly recommend passing this bill to help the 

youth on our Island (Island of Hawai'i) survive these crazy times. 

  

Thank yuou, 

Gerdine Markus, Founder and Director Pacific Academy of Music (since 1990) 

 









HB-613-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/11/2025 7:31:34 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/17/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mike Golojuch, Sr. Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB613. Please pass this bill.  
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HB-613-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/13/2025 10:52:23 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/17/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Olderr Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill 

 



HB-613-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/15/2025 8:45:06 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/17/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessie L Gonsalves Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I fully support this bill it is needed for hawaii. Please support this bill. 

 



HB-613-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/14/2025 9:09:28 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/17/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tasman Kekai Mattox Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 



HB-613-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/15/2025 11:42:15 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/17/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Calvin Black Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in support of HB 613. Youth who are homeless or at risk of being homeless need 

safe places to stay, and the need will only increase as the federal government continues to push 

out policies that are more and more divisive, including policies that reduce or cut funding for 

other programs that support those in need. Making this program permanent now is in the best 

interest of our youth and our community. 

 



HB-613-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/16/2025 7:40:41 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/17/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Raphael Moller Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

It is our civic duty to protect the most vulnerable. The current administration is 

attacking, precisely, the most vulnerable people and populations, while favoriing 

all billionaires.This is a humanitarian and constitutional crisis. We need to protect our youth, 

having permanent safe spaces for them! 

 



HB-613-HD-1 

Submitted on: 3/16/2025 9:53:54 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/17/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

DeWaine Tollefsrud Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I passionately entreaty you to do the following: please fund $3 million in family planning to 

ensure low-income and underinsured patients can continue accessing reproductive healthcare. 

Please do NOT fund $30 million for planning the proposed new jail to replace OCCC, $10 

million for a 10-year Department of Corrections Statewide Master Plan.  We should be funding 

healthcare, public education, free meals, and affordable housing, not a new prison 

 



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON  
Health and Human Services 

 
 
March 16, 2025 
 
 
Dear House Members of the Health and Human Services: 
 

My name is Sarah Joy, and I am a Master of Social Work student at the University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa. My opinion does not represent the university, but rather the voice of a concerned social 
worker who seeks more opportunities for our youth in Hawai‘i. 

I strongly support HB613, which seeks to make Safe Spaces for Youth in Hawai‘i permanent. 
This bill is critical in ensuring that vulnerable youth have access to shelter, support services, and 
resources that will keep them off the streets and away from harm. More importantly, I urge the 
Legislature to make the Safe Spaces program a permanent resource for our youth, as this is not 
a temporary issue—this is an ongoing need. 

Through my practicum experience, I have witnessed firsthand the challenges that many young 
people face when they do not have a safe and stable environment. There are simply not enough 
places for youth to turn to when they need help. Without accessible safe spaces, too many of 
our youth are left with nowhere to go, increasing their risk of homelessness, human trafficking, 
exploitation, and becoming another heartbreaking statistic in Hawai‘i. 

When we invest in our youth by ensuring they have a secure place to turn to in times of crisis, 
we are actively preventing the cycle of homelessness, trafficking, and other forms of 
exploitation. The more we keep youth off the streets, the less likely they are to fall victim to 
these dangers. 

HB613 is a necessary step toward protecting and empowering Hawai‘i’s youth. However, this 
cannot be a temporary solution—our youth need a long-term commitment. I urge the committee 
to pass this bill and ensure that the Safe Spaces program remains a permanent fixture in our 
community. Our young people deserve stability, support, and a place where they can feel safe. 
Let’s show them that they matter and that their future is worth investing in. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this urgent matter. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sarah Joy Valdez 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrea Simpliciano Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello, 
 
There are many reasons that youth are homeless. One could be because their parents or their 
caretakers have passed. Another could be because their parents have kicked them out because 
they are LGBTQ+, which is unfortunate because some parents need to love their children 
unconditionally. A third could be because their caretakers or co-habitants are abusive, and youth 
need to leave for their own safety. A fourth could be because they are struggling with physical 
and/or mental health and have turned to unhealthy coping methods such as drugs. A fifth could 
be the high cost of living and yet low wages due to colonization and illegal annexation of 
Hawai'i along with capitalism with the tourist industry that fetishizes and glorifies certain parts 
of Hawaiian culture. Those who desecrate homeless camps are insensitive to this history and 
systems of oppression against Native Hawaiians. We need to support homeless youth because 
they may bring new ideas to the table if they get the support and care that they need because of 
their origins and experiences. We need better support of homeless in general because most are 
Native Hawaiian and a community-led solution to housing as most Native Hawaiians are leaving 
the lands that belong to them rightfully for many decades because of their genealogy.  
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Shannon Rudolph Individual Support Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

Support 
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Shanda Brack Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair Aquino, and committee members, 

I am writing in strong support of Senate Bill 1225, Services for Unaccompanied Homeless 
Youth. 

As a healthcare primary care provider (Nurse Practitioner) I recognize the long term medical and 
psychiatric consequences of homelessness.   This proposal will help our youth to have the best 
chance at surviving to adulthood and becoming productive, healthy members of our 
community.  Every kid deserves a chance to thrive. 

Further, research shows that every dollar spent in prevention of homelessness yields more than 
one dollar in savings in EMS, hospital, psychiatric and law enforcement dollars. 

Again, please accept my testimony in support of this bill. 

Respectfully,  

Shanda Brack, APRN 
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Phillip Humphrey Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

 I fully support HB 613. It is essential to support the youth of Hawaii and invest in our future. I 
strongly urge all of you to support HB 613. 
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John Bickel Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a teacher, I know there is a big need for this. 
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