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TESTIMONY OF 

GARY S. SUGANUMA, DIRECTOR OF TAXATION 
 

 
TESTIMONY ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
H.B. No. 441, H.D. 2, Relating to Cigarette Taxes 
 
BEFORE THE: 
Senate Committees on Health & Human Services and Higher Education 
 
 
DATE:  Wednesday, March 19, 2025 
TIME:   1:00 p.m. 
LOCATION:  State Capitol, Room 225 
 

 
Chairs San Buenaventura and Kim, Vice-Chairs Aquino and Kidani, and Committee 
Members: 

 
The Department of Taxation (DOTAX) offers the following comments regarding 

H.B. 441, H.D. 2 for your consideration. 
 
H.B. 441, H.D. 2 amends section 245-3(a), Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), to 

increase the cigarette tax to an unspecified amount for each cigarette or little cigar sold 
after July 1, 2025.  

 
The bill also amends section 245-15, HRS, and the allocations of cigarette tax 

revenues to the Hawaii Cancer Research Special Fund, Trauma System Special Fund, 
Community Health Centers Special Fund, and Emergency Medical Services Special 
Fund. 

 
The measure has a defective effective date of July 1, 3000.  
 
DOTAX requests that the effective date of the tax increase on page 4, line 3, be 

amended to January 1, 2026, to provide sufficient time for DOTAX to update stamps 
and implement the system and form changes necessary for the proposed increase. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure.  
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Testimony in SUPPORT of H.B. 441, H.D. 2 
RELATING TO CIGARETTE TAXES 

SENATOR JOY A. SAN BUENAVENTURA, CHAIR 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

 
SENATOR DONNA MERCADO KIM, CHAIR 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION 
 

Hearing Date:  March 19, 2025   Room Number:  Conference Room 225 and 
   Videoconference 

Fiscal Implications:  The fiscal impact of an increase in excise tax on cigarettes and little cigars 1 

in Hawaii would result in increases in state tax revenues while at the same time leading to 2 

reductions in cigarette consumption, chronic diseases, and health care spending, including 3 

Medicaid spending in the state. 4 

Department Position:  The Department of Health (DOH) supports House Bill 441, House Draft 2 5 

(H.B. 441, H.D. 2) which would impose an excise tax of an unspecified amount for each cigarette 6 

or little cigar sold, used, or possessed by a wholesaler or dealer and respectfully offers 7 

amendments to increase the tax by 5.00 cents for each cigarette and little cigar sold, used, or 8 

possessed by a wholesaler or dealer on and after July 1, 2025 in order to maximize the public 9 

health impact of this measure.  10 

Department Testimony:  According to the U.S. Surgeon General, increasing the price of tobacco 11 

products is the single most effective way to reduce consumption.1  A ten percent increase in 12 

 
1 HHS, Preventing Tobacco Use Among Youth and Young Adults: A Report of the Surgeon General, 2012, 
http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/reports/preventing-youth-tobacco-use/full-report.pdf  
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http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/reports/preventing-youth-tobacco-use/full-report.pdf
http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/reports/preventing-youth-tobacco-use/full-report.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/sgr/50th-anniversary/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/sgr/50th-anniversary/index.htm
https://hhdw.org/na-leading-causes-of-death-reports/
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/problem/toll-us/hawaii
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/sgr/50th-anniversary/index.htm




TESTIMONY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
KA ‘OIHANA O KA LOIO KUHINA 
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2025 
 
 

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
H.B. NO. 441, H.D. 2, RELATING TO CIGARETTE TAXES. 
 
BEFORE THE: 
SENATE COMMITTEES ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND ON HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
 
DATE: Wednesday, March 19, 2025 TIME:  1:00 p.m. 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 225 

TESTIFIER(S): Anne E. Lopez, Attorney General, or  
Richard W. Stacey, Deputy Attorney General  

 
 
Chairs San Buenaventura and Kim and Members of the Committees:

The Department of the Attorney General (Department) supports this bill and 

offers the following comments. 

The purpose of this bill is to increase the tax rate on each cigarette or little cigar 

sold.  Additionally, the bill amends the disposition of revenues collected at the amended 

rate by increasing the cigarette tax amount allocated to the Hawaii Cancer Research 

Special Fund. 

Cigarette tax stamp revenues have plummeted, from over $116 million in fiscal 

year 2015-2016 to just over $70 million in fiscal year 2023-2024.  This decline has 

affected the funding for the University of Hawaii Cancer Center, community health 

centers, trauma centers, and emergency medical services. 

Similarly, the Department’s Tobacco Enforcement Special Fund (Fund) has 

experienced a revenue decline due to reduced cigarettes sales.  The Fund receives 

revenue from the cigarette tax stamp fee, which is directly tied to the cost of the 

cigarette tax stamp (see section 245-26, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS)).  The revenue 

deposited into the Fund has dropped from $1.74 million in fiscal year 2015-2016 to 

$1.03 million in 2023-2024.  To ensure continued diligent enforcement of the Master 

Settlement Agreement (MSA), the Department needs to recuperate funding to the Fund. 



Testimony of the Department of the Attorney General 
Thirty-Third Legislature, 2025 
Page 2 of 2 
 

In 1998, Hawaii and 45 other states signed the MSA with the four largest U.S. 

tobacco manufacturers to settle smoking-related claims.  Under the MSA, these 

manufacturers provide annual payments to the signing states, including Hawaii.  To 

maintain these payments, states must diligently enforce the requirements of the "model 

statute," which Hawaii enacted as the Tobacco Liability Act, chapter 675, HRS.  The 

Legislature established the Fund in 2001 for the Department to administer, monitor, and 

enforce the MSA, the cigarette tax stamp program, and any other related statutes or 

programs (see section 28-15(a), HRS). 

If enforcement is deemed insufficient, tobacco manufacturers may challenge the 

payment, potentially leading to arbitration and significant financial losses to Hawaii.  

Hawaii received over $36.4 million in MSA payments for fiscal year 2023-2024.  Recent 

arbitration decisions found Washington, Missouri, and New Mexico non-diligent, 

jeopardizing their annual MSA payments.  These decisions highlight a critical need for 

stable funding for the Department to maintain and further its diligent enforcement efforts 

and reduce the risk of losing MSA revenue. 

The attached chart demonstrates the flow of the cigarette and tobacco tax and 

license money. 

We respectfully ask that the Committee insert the tax increase amount of 18.00 

cents on page 4, line 1, and insert the 4.0 cents per cigarette increased amount to be 

deposited to the credit of the Hawaii Cancer Research Special Fund on page 10, line 

11, both as proposed in the original draft of this bill.  We also recommend reinserting the 

cents per cigarette amounts and cap amounts deposited to the credit of the Trauma 

System Special Fund (page 10, lines 16-17), the Community Health Centers Special 

Fund (page 10, lines 20-21), and Emergency Medical Services Special Fund (page 11, 

lines 4-5), as currently provided in section 245-15(6)(B), (C), and (D), HRS. 

We respectfully urge the Committee to pass this bill.  For the implementation of a 

new tax stamp rate and the effective date, the Department defers to the Department of 

Taxation. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 



Cigarette Tax 
$ 0.16/cigarette

Denominated 
Value of Stamp:

$3.20 

§245‐3, HRS

Hawaii Cancer Research Special Fund

Emergency Medical Services Special Fund

Community Health Centers Special Fund

Trauma System Special Fund 

2 cents per cigarette

Tobacco 
Enforcement Special 

Fund (ATG)

Cigarette Tax Stamp 
Administrative 

Special Fund (DOTAX)

Remainder
1.5%

General Fund
~$58,789,339 (FY24)

0.2%

$8,606,752 (FY 24)

$4,841,298 (FY 24)

$5,379,220 (FY 24)

$5,379,220 (FY 24)

Large Cigars
50% of wholesale

§245‐3, HRS
$2,106,800 (FY24)

ESDs & e‐liquids* and all 
other tobacco products

70% of wholesale
§245‐3, HRS

$12,083,794 (FY24)
*Tax on ESDs & e‐liquids began on 1/1/24

$50.00/retail permit
§245‐2.5, HRS
$60,590 (FY24)

$250.00/license fee
§245‐2, HRS

$48,280 (FY24)

CIGARETTE AND TOBACCO TAX AND LICENSE MONEY

§245‐15, HRS

1.125 cents per cigarette 
(up to $7,400,000)

Stamp Fee 
additional 1.7% of denominated value of stamp (~$0.05)

§ 245‐26, HRS

$1,032,810 (FY24) $137,708 (FY 24)

$3.20 Cigarette Tax 
~$0.05 Stamp Fee  

~$3.25 price per stamp

1.25 cents per cigarette 
(up to $8,800,000)

1.25 cents per cigarette 
(up to $8,800,000)

Little Cigars
$0.16/little cigar

§245‐3, HRS
$84,913 (FY24)

Total Cigarette 
Revenue:
$70,092,426 (FY24)



http://www.shpda.org/
















A tax increase on cigarettes is likely to increase revenue in the short term. The additional revenue 

generated from the higher cigarette tax rate will decrease each year, however, as the number 

of smokers continues to fall. 

Legislatures are charged with the difficult task of striking the right balance among reducing 

the harm caused by smoking, raising enough revenue to fund smoking cessation and other public 

health programs, and maintaining a legal, well-regulated marketplace where participants can 

safely transact. As you consider these matters, we are happy to be a resource and would be 

delighted to provide you with more research on this topic. Thank you for your time. 



HB-441-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/17/2025 11:07:50 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Zehner 
Testifying for Hawaii 

Smokers Alliance 
Oppose 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We remain opposed to this regressive and unsustainable tax increase.  

Respectfully, 

Michael Zehner 

Hawaii Smokers Alliance 

 















https://www.protectingtaxpayers.org/analysis/tobacco-vaping-101-hawaii-4/


https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/30/3/245
https://itep.org/cigarette-taxes-issues-and-options-1/
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/fact_sheets/adult_data/cig_smoking/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/policy/polaris/healthtopics/tobacco/index.html
https://health.hawaii.gov/tobacco/
https://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/1/6023/1430.full.pdf
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/causes-prevention/risk/tobacco/cessation-fact-sheet
https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/health-effects-tobacco-use/nicotine-why-tobacco-products-are-addictive
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/campaign/tips/quit-smoking/quit-smoking-medications/3-reasons-to-use-medicines-when-you-quit/quit-medicines-are-safer-than-smoking/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/campaign/tips/quit-smoking/quit-smoking-medications/3-reasons-to-use-medicines-when-you-quit/quit-medicines-are-safer-than-smoking/index.html
https://www.cancer.org/healthy/stay-away-from-tobacco/health-risks-of-tobacco/smokeless-tobacco.html
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/733022/Ecigarettes_an_evidence_update_A_report_commissioned_by_Public_Health_England_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/733022/Ecigarettes_an_evidence_update_A_report_commissioned_by_Public_Health_England_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/962221/Vaping_in_England_evidence_update_February_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/962221/Vaping_in_England_evidence_update_February_2021.pdf
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/outputs/nicotine-without-smoke-tobacco-harm-reduction
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/31/health/vaping-cigarettes-nicotine.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-permits-marketing-e-cigarette-products-marking-first-authorization-its-kind-agency
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-permits-marketing-e-cigarette-products-marking-first-authorization-its-kind-agency
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-permits-marketing-e-cigarette-products-marking-first-authorization-its-kind-agency
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-authorizes-marketing-iqos-tobacco-heating-system-reduced-exposure-information
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-authorizes-marketing-iqos-tobacco-heating-system-reduced-exposure-information
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31209129/
https://academic.oup.com/ntr/article/21/1/88/4823099
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmoa1808779
https://rodutobaccotruth.blogspot.com/2011/01/new-study-documents-health-effects-from.html


https://www.heartland.org/publications-resources/publications/vaping-e-cigarettes-and-public-policy-toward-alternatives-to-smoking
https://www.heartland.org/publications-resources/publications/vaping-e-cigarettes-and-public-policy-toward-alternatives-to-smoking
https://rodutobaccotruth.blogspot.com/2009/08/smoking-in-european-union-how-swede-it.html
https://harmreductionjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12954-020-00405-z
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Date: March 17, 2025 
  
To:       ​Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair 

Senator Henry J. C. Aquino, Vice Chair 
      ​ Members of the Senate Committee on Health and Human Services 
 
​ Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
​ Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 
​ Members of the Senate Committee on Higher Education 
 
RE:      ​Support with Amendments for HB 441 HD2, Relating to Cigarette Taxes 
  
Hrg:   ​Wednesday, March 19, 2025 at 1:00 PM, Room 225 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai‘i, a program of the Hawai‘i Public Health 
Institute,1 is in support of HB 441 HD2 with amendments, which would increase 
the cigarette tax to deposit extra revenue into the Hawai‘i Cancer Research 
Special Fund. 
 
We respectfully ask you to consider an amendment to raise the tax on cigarettes by $1 
per pack (or 21 cents per stick) to maximize the bill’s benefit for public health. We 
suggest adopting the bill language from HB 1085.  
 
Raising taxes on cigarettes is a proven strategy to help reduce cigarette use and 
dependence, and can be a benefit for public health when that increase is at the 
rate of $1 per pack.2  Small tax increases do not produce the same public health 
benefit because the tobacco industry can easily offset the beneficial impact of a 
small tax increase with temporary price cuts and coupons. One projected outcome 
with a $1 increase in the cost of a pack of cigarettes would result in approximately 
2,000 adults in our state quitting smoking.2 

 
The burden of tobacco in Hawai‘i. 
Tobacco-related disease continues to be the leading cause of preventable death in 
the United States, resulting in 480,000 deaths annually, with 1,400 of those 
deaths happening each year in Hawai‘i.3  At the population level, 10% of adults in 
Hawai‘i are still smoking cigarettes according to our most recent survey data; ten 
years prior the rate was 14.6%.  Although we’ve seen a decline, health inequities 
still exist, and our Native Hawaiian adult smoking rate is much closer to 20%.4 In 
addition,  tobacco-related diseases cost Hawai‘i $611M in healthcare costs. 
 
Tobacco taxes protect youth. 
When the price of goods increases, price-sensitive youth buy them less. 
The last time Hawaiʻi raised the cigarette tax was over 13 years ago in 
2011, a decline in youth use followed. In 2011, 10% of youth reported 
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currently using cigarettes. By 2019, 5% of youth reported currently using cigarettes.5 The 
projected outcome with a $1 increase in the cost of a pack of cigarettes would be a 7.4% decrease 
in youth (under 18) smoking, and 100 young adults (18-24) would quit smoking.6 

 
A cigarette tax increase is overdue. 
The cigarette tax was last raised in July 2011. Increasing cigarette taxes regularly corrects for 
inflation and consumer purchasing power. Likewise, raising the taxes on other tobacco products 
must be done in tandem to reduce consumption and dependence on tobacco products. This 
increase helps to stop youth from using cigarettes and encourages adults to quit.   
 
According to an independent poll conducted by Ward Research on behalf of the Coalition, 78% of 
registered Hawai‘i voters support an increase in cigarette taxes, and 89% feel that it is important 
for the state to dedicate part of its tobacco tax revenue to support tobacco prevention and 
cessation programs.7 Currently, no revenue from tobacco taxes is appropriated for tobacco 
prevention and cessation.  When the price of tobacco increases, more people seek help to quit and 
we need to ensure programs are available and accessible by the public to help them quit. 
Populations that continue to experience higher rates of smoking would be the primary 
beneficiaries of these prevention and cessation activities, helping to provide resources needed to 
quit smoking and to help cut the high costs associated with tobacco use.  We humbly ask that a 
portion of the proposed tobacco tax revenue be dedicated to supporting tobacco prevention and 
cessation programs. 
 
We applaud the Legislature for helping to strengthen the health of our state by considering this 
measure. The Coalition supports HB 441 HD2 and asks you to pass this measure out of committee 
with the requested amendments. 
 
 
Mahalo, 
 

 
Kevin Ramirez 
Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai‘i Program Manager 
Hawaiʻi Public Health Institute 

 
 

 
1 The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai'i (Coalition) is a program of the Hawai'i Public Health Institute (HIPHI) that is 
dedicated to reducing tobacco use through education, policy, and advocacy. With more than two decades of history in 
Hawai'i, the Coalition has led several campaigns on enacting smoke-free environments, including being the first state in 
the nation to prohibit the sale of tobacco and electronic smoking devices to purchasers under 21 years of age. 
 
 
2 Boonn, A., Chaloupka, F. J., & Henkle, D. (2025). (publication). New Revenues, Public Health Benefits & Cost Savings 
From a $1.00 Cigarette Tax Increase in Hawaii.  
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3 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2023, May 4). Burden of cigarette use in the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/campaign/tips/resources/data/cigarette-smoking-in-united-states.html 
 
3 The toll of tobacco in Hawaii. Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids. (2024, August 16). 
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/problem/toll-us/hawaii  
 
4  Hawaii Health Matters. (2024, February). Hawaii health matters. Hawaii Health Matters :: Indicators :: Adults Who 
Smoke Cigarettes :: State : Hawaii. 
https://www.hawaiihealthmatters.org/indicators/index/view?indicatorId=8&localeId=14&localeChartIdxs=1|6 
 
5  Hawaii Health Matters. (n.d.). Hawaii health matters. Hawaii Health Matters :: Indicators :: Teens Who Smoke 
Cigarettes :: State : Hawaii. 
https://www.hawaiihealthmatters.org/?module=indicators&controller=index&action=view&comparisonId=&indicator
Id=2584&localeTypeId=1&localeId=14&periodId=244 
 
6 Boonn, A., Chaloupka, F. J., & Henkle, D. (2025). (publication). New Revenues, Public Health Benefits & Cost Savings 
From a $1.00 Cigarette Tax Increase in Hawaii.  
 
7 This study by Ward Research, Inc. summarizes findings from a phone survey among n=700 Hawai‘i registered voters 
(maximum sampling error +/- 3.7%), conducted between October 25 to November 22, 2024. 
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https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/assets/factsheets/0274.pdf
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https://www.economicsforhealth.org/
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https://www.fightcancer.org/policy-resources/state-tobacco-tax-increases-explanations-and-sources-projections-new-revenues
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https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/ftc_gov/pdf/p114508cigarettereport2021.pdf
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For these reasons, I urge you to reject HB 441. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Young Park 

Honolulu, HI 

Small Business Owner 

 





Kona Liquor Store 

 



 
Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair 
Senator Henry J. C. Aquino, Vice Chair 
Members of the Senate Committee on Health and Human Services 
​  
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 
Members of the Senate Committee on Higher Education 
 
 
On behalf of the Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawaiʻi’s (CTFH) Youth Council, thank you for 
allowing us to submit testimony in strong support of HB441_HD2.​  
​  
Tobacco is the leading cause of preventable death in Hawai’i, resulting in 1,400 deaths every 
year. 95% of smokers start before the age of 21; raising the cost of a pack of cigarettes by at 
least a dollar a pack will make youth think twice about starting and help to break the vicious 
cycle of addiction among our most vulnerable populations. Raising the cost will also encourage 
adult smokers to quit.  
 
Native Hawaiians are disproportionately impacted by tobacco. The industry has a troubling 
history in our island home. From exploiting Native Hawaiian labor on tobacco plantations to the 
image of sexualized “hula girls” on cigarette advertisements, Big Tobacco has capitalized on 
Hawaiʻi’s unique culture and legacy of colonialism to turn a profit off the backs of the most 
vulnerable.  
 
For many, commercial tobacco use has manifested into a coping mechanism, creating a 
temporary sense of relaxation to deal with struggles like anxiety, body dysmorphia, and even 
intergenerational trauma, increasing dependence while preserving the underlying 
symptoms—making tobacco a deadly tool for profit in a worsening crisis of youth and adult 
mental health. We urge you to pass HB441-HD2 and raise the tax by 5 cents per cigarette to 
ensure the increase has a positive impact on public health in Hawai‘i.  
​ ​ ​  
Mahalo, 
Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai‘i Youth Council 
 
The CTFH Youth Council is a nationally recognized group of youth leaders fighting to envision and create a Hawaiʻi 
centered on uplifting community public health beyond the reaches of Big Tobacco. Our council comprises middle 
school, high school, and college students, with representation from across Hawaiʻi’s counties.  
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http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=HHS
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=HRE




https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/campaign/tips/diseases/cancer.html
https://www.lung.org/research/state-of-lung-cancer/states/hawaii#:~:text=The%20percent%20of%20people%20alive,in%20Hawaii%20improved%20by%2029%25
https://www.lung.org/research/state-of-lung-cancer/states/hawaii#:~:text=The%20percent%20of%20people%20alive,in%20Hawaii%20improved%20by%2029%25
https://www.lung.org/research/state-of-lung-cancer/states/hawaii#:~:text=The%20percent%20of%20people%20alive,in%20Hawaii%20improved%20by%2029%25
https://www.staradvertiser.com/2025/01/19/editorial/island-voices/column-raise-tax-2-cents-to-fund-cancer-research/




  

Danny Hwang  

Bevmart 

Ewa Pantry 

Kakaako Smokes 

 



http://www.hhhrc.org/
https://www.hhhrc.org/hawaiislastdrag
https://www.hhhrc.org/hawaiislastdrag
https://assets.tobaccofreekids.org/factsheets/0303.pdf
https://assets.tobaccofreekids.org/factsheets/0303.pdf
https://assets.tobaccofreekids.org/factsheets/0402.pdf
https://assets.tobaccofreekids.org/factsheets/0385.pdf


http://www.hhhrc.org/
https://assets.tobaccofreekids.org/factsheets/0146.pdf
https://assets.tobaccofreekids.org/factsheets/0146.pdf
https://assets.tobaccofreekids.org/factsheets/0146.pdf








HB-441-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/18/2025 12:58:10 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

William L. Goo 
Testifying for Cigar 

Association of America 
Oppose 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Oppose. 

 





Sincerely, 

Luke Itomura 
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Submitted on: 3/13/2025 4:11:38 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Chang Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

. 

 





HB-441-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/14/2025 11:08:22 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brian Santiago Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This tax increase is unfair. Where's the long term funding source? 

Because of this, I oppose HB441. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Santiago 
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HB-441-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/15/2025 11:30:12 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Monica McLaren Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Testimony in Support of Legislative Bill for Cigarette Tax 

Increase 

Advocating for a Healthier Hawaii through Cancer 

Prevention, Treatment, and Research 

I am testifying in strong support of the legislative bill proposing a modest yet impactful increase 

of 2 cents per cigarette in Hawaii's cigarette tax. The primary objective of this bill is to fund 

critical cancer prevention, treatment, and research initiatives at the University of Hawaii Cancer 

Center. This proposal is not merely a fiscal adjustment; it is a profound investment in the health 

and well-being of our community. 

The Urgent Need for Enhanced Cancer Prevention and Treatment 

Cancer remains one of the leading causes of mortality in Hawaii, affecting countless families and 

individuals across our islands. Despite advances in medical science, the burden of cancer 

continues to rise, necessitating robust and sustained efforts in prevention, early detection, and 

treatment. UHCC stands at the forefront of these efforts, providing cutting-edge research, 

compassionate patient care, and educational outreach to reduce the incidence and impact of 

cancer in our state. 

Addressing Health Disparities 

Hawaii's diverse population faces unique health challenges, with significant disparities in cancer 

incidence and outcomes among different ethnic groups. Native Hawaiians, Pacific Islanders, and 

other minority communities are disproportionately affected by certain types of cancer, often 

facing barriers to access timely and effective treatment. By increasing the cigarette tax, we can 

generate vital funds to support targeted initiatives that address these disparities, ensuring that all 

residents of Hawaii have access to the highest standard of care. 

Preventive Measures and Public Health Campaigns 







HB-441-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/15/2025 4:12:33 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

mary santa maria Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please increase the tobacco Tax by $1.00, and give the Tax increase to the Cancer Reseach Fund. 

The increase in the tobacco tax will increase the cost, therby it will result in young people 

quitting, and save $$$$ on acute and long term medical costs. There are multiple studies that 

show this. Please pass this bill with the amendment that the Tax should be $1.00. 

Sincerely 

Mary  Santa Maria 
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Submitted on: 3/15/2025 9:11:26 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynn Murakami 

Akatsuka 
Individual Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support HB 441, HD 2  that would increase the cigarette tax from $0.16 to $0.18 per 

cigarette.  With the reduction of cigarette tax allocation to the UH Cancer Center with the 

success of smoking cessation efforts; this bill's cigarette tax increase would restore funding that 

would expand cancer research, to provide and fund clinical trials for residents and patients in 

Hawai'i, Asia, and our Pacific Island neighbors as well as advancing disease prevention and 

community outreach. 

We are very fortunate to have a National Cancer Institute-designated cancer center in Hawai'i.  It 

is accessible for all to get the care, clinical trials, evidence-based interventions, and the hope to 

survive with family and friends nearby.  The cost of going to the mainland, if our UH Cancer 

Center was not here, for these types of services would be a financial hardship and a barrier to 

pursue cancer interventions. 

Thus, I strongly support HB 441, HD 2 passage this legislative session. It is the right thing to 

do.  Cancer has touched our lives whether it's been a family member, friend or colleague.  Please 

support the UH Cancer Center's continued funding to do what the cigarette tax fund's inception 

started in 2006 for Hawai'i. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my testimony. 

 



HB-441-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/15/2025 10:45:44 PM 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rick Collins Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please increase the tax rate to $1 per pack. This will help protect my children and all children 

from becoming future smokers. Mahalo 
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Submitted on: 3/16/2025 3:05:22 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathy Kim Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This tax increase is an attack on working people. 

 





products. In order to find improved ways of preventing smoking initiation and increasing 

smoking cessation, the increase in the cigarette tax amount should be allocated to the Hawaii 

Cancer Research Special Fund. 

I strongly support HB 441, HD2 and urge you to pass it out of committee. 
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Submitted on: 3/17/2025 11:53:23 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 
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Valerie Smalley Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha , 

Senator Joy San Buenaventura Chair, Senator Henry Aquino Vice Chair, 

Senator Donna Mercado Kim Chair, Senator Michelle Kidano Vice Chair, 

Committee Members. 

I am writing in strong support of HB441 HD2 which would increase the cigarette tax by at least 

$1 , which has shown to help to motivate current smokers to quit and also prevent youth from 

starting. This increase would help the Cancer Center and also save the state approximately $31.8 

billion in health care costs incurred by smoking related medical expenses .  

Thank you for taking this in consideration 

Valerie Smalley  
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William Reese Liggett Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

HHS/HRE 

I am William Reese Liggett, resident 96816. 

Please increase the tax on tobacco and any other product that employs habit forming substances 

like nicotine.  I work with street youth and one of their tradgedies is that they are hooked on 

nicotine--mostly smoking machines, AND they can't even begin to afford the habit. Please raise 

taxes to make it more expensive and less attainable and ban all smoke flavoring. 

Thank you for being legislators. 

Yours truly, 

Willian Reese Liggett 
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HB-441-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/17/2025 8:57:30 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kami White Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Kami White and I fully support HB441 HD2.  Our state needs to show its 

commitment to a healthier Hawaii.  Thank you.  

 



HB-441-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/17/2025 8:56:58 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Hirano Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Susan Hirano and I submit my testimony in strong support of HB441. I have had the 

pleasure of appearing in person to state my personal reasons for supporting this bill, but am 

traveling for spring break and unable to be there.  

  

I am a stage 4 metastatic breast cancer thriver who has gone through various lines of treatment 

that continue to allow progression of this relentless disease. The small amount of funding from 

this bill will support the UHCC and its clinical trials program that our island community so 

desperately needs. The offering of these trials - that provide the future standard of care - allow 

me and others like me the ability to stay home to receive cutting edge treatment when nothing 

else works.  Currently, our only option is to fly to the mainland, not only taxing our bodies with 

the long flights but more importantly, taking us far from our families and biggest emotional 

support during the most critical time of our journey.  Not only is this daunting emotionally, the 

monetary expenses related to the extended stay and airfare are unattainable for most.  

  

Please give your support to this crucial bill to support the UHCC which will provide a little bit 

more funding to support these needed services to our islands so that we can save the lives of our 

people.  

 



https://www.cancer.org/content/dam/cancer-org/research/cancer-facts-and-statistics/annual-cancer-facts-and-figures/2023/2023-cancer-facts-and-figures.pdf


(808) 741-5854 





https://url.emailprotection.link/?b4izTDAiK-zfG1xx3AFSFNu4Wba7i6zzQBf6MXkTvVnsye-NhgAV-PmfTVLIu6RRPeMGid22KQS62HP5n2UREn-qP6Bwxju5Z2zJbGV9RmkZIguDtZyzGzwpR_PCT_EV0NFP7cA8sV2ZOzubYYM3OWkkaHHh5spNQuMJGoBXdFa0~


HB-441-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/17/2025 2:50:09 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

sheri higa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We desperately need to pass HB 441 in a show of support for the UH Cancer Center. Increasing 

the cigarette tax by a mere two cents will help the Center continue its mission dedicated to 

savings lives in Hawaii and the Pacific by conquering cancer. The Center is a top-notch research 

facility that benefits the state not only by its academic excellence but also through economic 

contributions. 

Hawaii must step up and commit to supporting the Center for years to come and let Dr. Ueno and 

staff concentrate on what they know best, saving lives. 

 



HB-441-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/18/2025 12:04:23 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marilyn Itomura Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill with an amendment to increase/add $1 tax.  Research has shown this amount is 

effective at encouraging people to quit tobacco.   

 









Testimony in Support of HB441 HD2 
Hearing Date: 03-19-25 
Committee: HHS/HRE 
Submitted by: John Shepherd PhD 

Chair (HHS) Joy San Buenaventura, Vice Chair (HHS) Henry Aquino,  

Chair (HRE) Donna Mercado Kim, Vice Chair (HRE) Michelle Kidani and Members of the 
Committees 

I am writing in strong support of HB441 HD2, which amends the cigarette tax and allocates 
additional revenues to the Hawaii Cancer Research Special Fund. While I am affiliated with the 
University of Hawaii Cancer Center, I submit this testimony as a private citizen who recognizes 
the urgent need for sustained funding for cancer research and prevention in our state. 

Hawaii has made significant progress in reducing smoking rates through effective smoking 
cessation programs, leading to improved public health outcomes. However, this success has 
also resulted in a considerable decline in tax revenues historically relied upon to fund essential 
health initiatives, including cancer research and prevention programs. The need for sustained 
and even increased investment in cancer research remains critical, as cancer continues to be a 
leading cause of death in Hawaii. 

By ensuring that there is no cap on the financial support provided to the Cancer Research 
Special Fund, this bill allows for flexibility in addressing the ever-growing needs of cancer 
prevention and treatment. Cancer research requires sustained funding to support 
groundbreaking discoveries, clinical trials, and community outreach efforts that will ultimately 
save lives. 

Additionally, the increase in cigarette taxes serves the dual purpose of discouraging smoking, 
particularly among youth and other vulnerable populations. Higher cigarette taxes have been 
proven to reduce smoking rates, leading to better long-term health outcomes for individuals and 
decreased healthcare costs for the state. By passing this bill, Hawaii will continue to build on its 
progress in reducing tobacco use while simultaneously strengthening its investment in cancer 
research and public health initiatives. 

HB441 HD2 recognizes the ongoing necessity of robust funding for cancer research and 
healthcare services, ensuring that Hawaii remains a leader in cancer prevention and treatment. I 
urge the committee to pass this bill and help secure a healthier future for our communities. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
John Shepherd PhD 
Honolulu Hawaii 
Email: jshepherd46@gmail.com 
 

mailto:jshepherd46@gmail.com






HB-441-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/18/2025 9:59:07 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cherry Parubrub Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in support of HB441 HD2  

 



HB-441-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/18/2025 10:47:05 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gail Ichida Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to present my testimony. I strongly support HB 441, HD2 to 

raise the cigarette tax and allocate the increase to the Hawai`i Cancer Research Special Fund. 

Smoking's impact is devastating. My family member suffered from emphysema due to heavy 

smoking, severely impacting his life. Inhaling medicines via a nebulizer every few hours; 

inability to breathe; constant coughing day and night... It was heartbreaking. We lost the ability 

to enjoy shared activities, and witnessing his constant suffering was devastating.  I support 

raising cigarette taxes to prevent others from experiencing similar suffering.   

I am also one of the "too many" who are directly affected by cancer. I support cancer research to 

reduce this statistic!   

Respectfully submitted. 

 





HB-441-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/18/2025 11:46:15 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karen Kalanta Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Karen Kalanta.  I am a Masters-prepared RN who has been a direct-patient care 

giver to former smokers being treated for lung cancer in hospital settings, as well as supporting 

'end of life care' for these patients in a home hospice setting.  

Lung cancer is a devastating disease.  Tabacco use is the #1 preventable cause of 

cancer.  Therefore, I am in STRONG Support of HB44 HD1.  Please consider raising the 

cigarette tax by $1.00 per pack which supports the UH Cancer Center while improving the health 

of our state and reduce tobacco use.  

Respectfully Yours, 

Karen Kalanta 
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Submitted on: 3/18/2025 11:58:58 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/19/2025 1:00:00 PM 
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Tripit Reevesman Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in STRONG SUPPORT of HB441 HD1. Please consider raising the cigarette tax by $1.00 

per pack which supports the UH Cancer Center while improving the health of our state and 

reduce tobacco use. 

It is now more important than ever that we support our institutions that work to better the lives of 

our citizens for the greater good.  Federal funds are uncertain and all other support is more 

important than ever. 

 



Jangsoon Lee, PhD 
Associate Professor 
University of Hawaii Cancer Center 
Home address: 1617 Kapiolani Blvd. APT 406 
Honolulu, HI 96814 
Famousmb72@gmail.com 
808-237-3925 
 
03/18/2025 
 
Representative Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair 
Committee on Finance 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
RE: Support for Hawaii House Bill 441 HD2 
 
Aloha Members of the Committees: 
 
I am writing to express my strong and unequivocal support, as an individual citizen and dedicated cancer 
researcher, for Hawaii House Bill 441 HD2, which proposes an increase in the cigarette tax beginning July 
1, 2025. I moved to Hawaii from Texas specifically to contribute my innovative cancer research to 
support and enhance healthcare in the state. 
Increasing the cigarette tax is a proven strategy to reduce tobacco usage, which remains one of the most 
significant preventable causes of cancers, including head and neck cancer, lung cancer, and many other 
malignancies. The funds generated through HB441 HD2 would directly enhance critical areas such as 
cancer research, patient education, early detection programs, and support services, significantly 
improving survival rates and the quality of life for patients and their families. 
From my perspective as a cancer researcher, HB441 HD2 represents a critical opportunity to invest in 
advanced cancer prevention methods, foster the development of innovative therapies, and improve 
patient outcomes. This legislative action not only aligns with our shared goals of public health 
improvement but also positions Hawaii as a leader in healthcare innovation and disease prevention. 
I strongly encourage your committee to support HB441 HD2, recognizing its profound impact on 
enhancing the lives of individuals affected by cancer throughout our community. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration. 
Mahalo nui loa,  
 
Jangsoon Lee. 
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Tina Wildberger Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chairs, Vice Chairs & Committee Members. 

Thank you for your attention to this measure.  Increasing taxes to discourage tobacco use is a 

good tool in the fight to curb smoking and vaping habits established in young users.  In strong 

support, mahalo. 

 

j.honda
Late
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