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West HawaiÔi Warehouse  
73-4161 Ulu Wini Place, Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
808-322-1418 Phone |  808-322-7373 Fax 

Administration  and East HawaiÔi Warehouse  
40 Holomua Street, Hilo , HI 96720 

808-933-6030 Phone |  808-934-0701 Fax 
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HALE MAHAOLU EWALU 
P: 808-573-5500 
88 Ohia Ku Street 
Pukalani, HI 96768 
WWW.HALEMAHAOLU.ORG 

 
January 15, 2025 
 
 
Aloha! 
 
 
My name is Zaesha Gonsalves and I am the Housing Manager at Hale Mahaolu Ewalu and 
Kulamalu Hale. I am writing with an urgent request for your support of the "Farm to Families" bill, a 
pivotal piece of legislation that has the potential to transform our stateõs food security landscape. 
This bill will allow food distributing organizations to strengthen their partnerships with local farmers 
and food producers, ensuring that fresh, locally grown produce reaches families facing food 
insecurity. 
The partnership between local farms and food organizations benefits families in our communities 
and our economy by: 
1. Strengthening Hawaiᾶiõs Food Supply Chain: By investing in local agriculture, we reduce our 
dependence on imported goods, creating a more resilient and sustainable food system for 
Hawaiᾶi. 

2. Supporting Local Farmers: The bill offers a direct benefit to Hawaiᾶiõs agricultural sector, 
providing a steady and fair market for local produce. Farmers can plan for future growth 
knowing their products will feed their neighbors in need. 

3. Enhancing Nutritional Access: Fresh, local produce provides essential nutrients to individuals 
and families who may otherwise lack access to healthy food options. This not only fights 
hunger but also promotes long-term health and wellness in our communities. 

As someone who has seen firsthand the struggles of local families to access nutritious food, I 
believe this bill will make a meaningful difference in our fight to end hunger in Hawaiᾶi. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and commitment to our shared vision of a thriving, food-secure 
Hawaiᾶi. I am deeply grateful for your consideration of this important legislation and stand ready 
to collaborate with you in any way that may be helpful. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
 
Zaesha Gonsalves, Housing Manager 
HI LIC: RS- 83776 |  HI LIC RB: 22931 
Hale Mahaolu Ewalu | Kulamalu Hale | Hale Mahaolu Property Management LLC 
Kulamalu Hale: 65 Ohia Ku St Pukalani | Ph: 808-868-4148 Fax: 808-868-4182 
Hale Mahaolu Ewalu: 88 Ohia Ku St Pukalani | Ph: 808-573-5500 Fax: 808-573-5501 
 
 
 







 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 428 HD1 
RELATING TO FARM TO FAMILIES 

 
Senate Committee on Agriculture & Environment 

Hawai‘i State Capitol 
 

March 10, 2025 1:01 PM Conference Room 224 
 

 
Aloha e Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards and Members of the Committee: 
 

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) strongly supports House Bill 428, HD1, 
which establishes the Hawai‘i Farm to Families Program. This measure seeks to alleviate 
food insecurity by funding food banks to procure, store, and distribute fresh, locally grown 
food to food-insecure communities. The impact of this initiative will be particularly 
significant for Native Hawaiian families, who continue to experience disproportionately 
high rates of food insecurity, and for Native Hawaiian farmers, who will benefit from 
greater economic stability and market opportunities. 

Food insecurity is a persistent issue in Hawai‘i, with over 40% of Native Hawaiian 
and Pacific Islander households experiencing hunger—a rate far exceeding that of other 
groups in the state (Hawai‘i State Department of Health, 2022). The high cost of imported 
food, which accounts for nearly 90% of the state’s supply, exacerbates this problem, 
making fresh, nutritious, and culturally significant foods like kalo (taro), ‘ulu (breadfruit), 
and ‘uala (sweet potato) difficult to access for many Native Hawaiian families. The 
establishment of a state-funded supply chain that prioritizes fresh, locally sourced produce 
for food banks may address this disparity, ensuring that those in need have access to 
healthy, locally grown food. This approach strengthens Hawai‘i’s food sovereignty and 
ensures that food assistance programs are aligned with local dietary traditions, providing 
not just sustenance but also reinforcing cultural identity.  This measure acknowledges the 
importance of increasing reliance on Hawai‘i-grown produce and explicitly mentions kalo 
(taro), ‘ulu (breadfruit), and ‘uala Okinawan sweet potato as examples of the types of 
food that should be prioritized for distribution through food banks. 

Beyond addressing food insecurity, this measure provides much-needed economic 
support for Native Hawaiian farmers, many of whom face structural barriers that limit their 
ability to compete with large-scale agricultural producers and imported food. The 2017 
Census of Agriculture reported that there were 1,121 farms in Hawai‘i operated by Native 
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producers with a market to support their operations, and keep moneys circulating within 
the State to boost the local economy. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 



HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2025 6:58:43 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

W. Nick Cambra 
Testifying for Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel Catholic 
Church 

Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is W. Nick Cambra and I am Foodbank Coordinator for Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Catholic Church and a community farmer. 

I am writing to request for your support of the "Farm to Families" bill. This bill will allow food 
distributing organizations to strengthen their partnerships with local farmers and food producers, 
ensuring that fresh, locally grown produce reaches families facing food insecurity.  

In these trying economic times, families are torn, and need the support of our political leaders. 
Farmers and families in the community are suffering due to inflation and this bill would be a step 
to benefit both. 

Thank you for allowing me to express my supprt for this bill and I ask you to consider the health 
of our community in these hard economic times. I am deeply grateful for your consideration of 
this important legislation. 

 





HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/7/2025 11:38:31 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ted Bohlen 
Testifying for Hawaii Reef 
and Ocean Coalition and 

Climate Protectors Hawaii 
Support Written Testimony 

Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii Reef and Ocean Coalition and Climate Protectors Hawaii STRONGLY SUPPORT! 

 



https://alohachallenge.hawaii.gov/pages/local-food-production-and-consumption


HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/7/2025 11:42:43 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Larry Smith 
Testifying for Kupuna 

Caucus of the Democratic 
Party of Hawaii 

Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The Kupuna Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawaii srongly supports this Bill which will 
provide food options for seniors and strenghten our farm economy 

Larry Smith 

Chair 

Kupuna Caucus  

Democratic Party of Hawaii 

 





Karin S. Carlson 
Board Member, Maui Food Bank 

 









HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2025 10:30:43 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sylvia Dolena 
Testifying for Pele Lani 
Farm LLC, Kulia I Ka 
nu'u Outreach Services 

Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support Bill HB428 for local farmers to bring food to families in need. 

Mahalo. 

Sylvia Dolena 

Pele Lani Farm LLC 

Kulia I Ka nu'u outreach services 

 













HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2025 8:44:40 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

laurel brier Testifying for Kauai 
Climate Action Coalition Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

HB428  provides funding for purchasing from local farmers, improving emergency food access 
for families and opening up a local market for farmers during times of economic 
crisis. Supporting local farmers, those using regenerative practices in particular is good for the 
environment, good for our local economy and good for the people.  Strong support for HB428 

 





Sincerely, 

Marsha Sharpe (nee Fahir) 
Board Chair, Maui Food Bank 

 





HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/7/2025 2:06:18 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Salvador Bisarra Jr Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Good Morning, 

My name is Salvador Bisarra Jr. and I am writing to share how the Farm to Families program is 
making a real difference in our communities. 

I recently turned 50, and looking back at my youth, I remember a time when fresh, homegrown 
food was a norm.  Almost everyone in my community had gardens and raised 
livestock.  Families gathered and shared with one another, forming a tight knit 
community.  Processed foods were almost nonexistent in our diets.  We ate home-cook meals 
filled with fresh vegetables and locally raised meats, as a result, I grew up healthy and full of 
energy. 

But as I entered adulthood, times changed.  Processed foods became more affordable and 
convenient, and like many others raising a family, they became a staple in our home.  Over time, 
I noticed the impact on my body, my energy levels dropped, my metabolism slowed, and my 
overall well-being suffered. 

Recently, I made a commitment to return to healthier eating.  I incorporated more fresh, whole 
foods into my diet, and the results were undeniable, I lost over 20 pounds and felt a renewed 
sense of energy and vitality.  But I recognize that not everyone has the budget to make these 
healthier choices. 

Through my work assisting families with applying for SNAP benefits, I see firsthand how many 
struggle to afford fresh, nutritious food.  This is why programs like Farm to Families are 
essential.  They bridge the gap, ensuring that families can access the same quality food that I 
grew up with while supporting Hawai'i's local farmers. 

This program isn't just about food, it's about health, sustainabilty, and community resilience.  It 
provides families with the opportunity to make healthier choices while strengthening our local 
agricultural economy.  I urge you to continue supporting initiatives like Farm to Families, as they 
are crucial to the well-being of both our people and our farmers. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  



Sincerely, 

Salvador S. Bisarra Jr. 

 







HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/7/2025 7:46:17 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lauralee Dice Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support 428 HB RELATING TO FARM TO FAMILIES. This would help local farmers be 
sustainable, bring local food to more people who need it and also provide a substantial  need to 
the community.  

 





HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2025 3:17:18 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert H. Pahia Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support this Bill because more families are needy and farmers can have a substantial 
increase to market produce 

 



HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2025 12:13:49 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Azelski Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strong support.   Thank you. 

  

 









HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2025 2:57:47 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephanie Austin Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support this great program which helps local farmers AND folks who can really use fresh 
local produce! 

  

 





Carol Linde 

 





HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2025 7:45:10 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ann Dorsey Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support HB428 HD1, which will benefit food banks, local farmers and families in need. 
The Farm to Families program will help food banks by providing funding so they can make 
purchases from local farmers. This will help local farmers overcome a major challenge by giving 
them access to markets. Families will benefit by having a place to get food when there is an 
emergency. This will also help grow our local food and agriculture economy as well as provide 
our communities with nutritious food. As the cost of imports continues to increase, investing in 
our local food economy will help bolster our local production and food security in the long term.  

Thank you 

  

 



HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2025 12:06:29 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Barker Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Honorable Members, 

I am writing to ask that you support HB428 HD1 which will establish and appropriate funds for 
the Hawaii farm to families program to fund food banks in the State to purchase, store, and 
transport fresh, Hawaii-grown or -produced food to food insecure communities. By doing so, it 
will allow food distributing organizations to strengthen their partnerships with local farmers and 
food producers, ensuring that fresh, locally grown produce reaches families facing food 
insecurity. This creates an added win.  Supporting local farmers strengthens food resilience and 
reduces greenhouse gas emissions by minimizing the need for long-distance food transportation, 
which is a significant source of carbon emissions. 

Than kyou for your attention and consideration. 

Melissa Barker 

Kapaa, HI 

  

 







HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2025 4:57:46 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Noel Shaw Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB428 because everyone deserves access to healthy locally grown foods and this is a 
really positive way to support our farmers. As someone whose served in a food distribution 
space, I've seen how much joy recipients get when they receive quality locally grown products. 
Our ability to get closer this kind of quality care is my hope for Hawai'i. Please pass this bill and 
support Hawai'i's people, agriculture, and futures.  

 





HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2025 3:24:16 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Muftiah Martin Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support the farm to families bill! 

 









HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2025 4:58:53 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shannon Rudolph Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

SUPPORT!  

 







HB-428-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2025 11:54:40 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/10/2025 1:01:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patricia Blair Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Farm to family food is humane. 

 











Aloha! 

I am Director of Operations for the Ho`okipa Kauai Food Pantry, which has weekly distributions 
in four locations on Kauai plus a roving outreach distribution to unsheltered homeless wherever 
we can find them.  We distribute food to nearly 400 families a week.   

We strongly support the Farm to Families program, which has completely transformed our ability 
to serve the undernourished in Kauai.  Before this program, there were times each year when we 
were lucky to provide these families with an apple from Washington.  Since the program was 
implemented, the Hawaii Foodbank has been able to regularly supply us with a selection of 
nutritious and fresh fruits and vegetables grown by local farmers.  This type of support is critical 
to the health and well-being of many local families who are overwhelmed by the increasing costs 
of shelter or have been displaced completely. 

This program is also critical to our statewide efforts to create a sustainable food supply chain. 
The Covid-19 pandemic was a wake-up call to the fact that we cannot be totally reliant upon 
outside sources for food.  There will be other disruptions.  Government assistance for small local 
farmers is essential to the continued transformation of Hawaiian land use from plantation-based 
exporting to self-sustainability.    

We are wholly appreciative of your leadership in this effort and strongly urge you to continue 
this important program.   

Mahalo for your consideration. 

Best Regards 
Ron Garrison 
Ho`okipa Kauai Director of Operations 

Ho`okipa Kauai, P.O. Box 223154, Princeville, HI 96722 











Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays! 

My name is Michelle Rapozo, I am the PCNC (Parent Community Network Center) Coordinator 
and FRC (Family Resource Center) Director at Kapaa Middle School. 

I am writing this letter in support of the “Farm to Families” bill. Food distribution organizations 
building and strengthening partnerships with local farmers and food producers with the ability to 
distribute fresh vegetables and fruits would greatly benefit our many families and community 
members who face daily food insecurities. 

Benefits of having a partnership with local farmers and producers for our families: 

1. Supporting our local farmers by providing them with steady income and fair market
prices for their produce. They can plan for the future and further growth in feeding our
community.

2. Investing in our local farming community helps to create and build sustainability for our
island.

3. Having healthy food options by providing fresh vegetables and fruits to our students and
families that do not have access to them is such a needed resource.

Being the Director of our Family Resouce Center here at Kapaa Middle School. I see firsthand 
the heartbreak and hardships that our families struggle with. It saddens me to hear that for 
some of our students, the food that they get from our school pantry is the only food security they 
have. I also get to see the smiles, the excitement, the relief on the faces of our students parents, 
and grandparents. When we can get apples, oranges, sweet potatoes, or whatever produce is 
available, they are so very appreciative.  

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to having that vision of a thriving, food-secure 
Hawaii. I am grateful for your consideration of this important legislation. Please feel free to 
collaborate in any way that may be helpful. 

Thank you, 
Michelle Rapozo 
PCNC/FRC Director  
Kapaa Middle School 



Aloha, my name is Zongping Huang, the owner of Kauai Glory Farm. I’m writing to support 
“Farm to families Bill”, a critical piece of legislation that will help secure a consistent market for 
local food producers, strengthening our community food systems and ensuring that fresh locally 
grown produce reaches families food insecurity. 

According to my experience from January to December this year, with a some funding, my farm 
and Hawaii Food Bank kauai branch partnership, delivered and will be delivered totally 12,800 
lbs and 2796 bags fresh farm grown produce to our kauai families in need. As a local farmer ,   
I’m so grateful to have this great opportunity to serve our community with fresh produce. It also 
empowered me as a local farmer  to continue to grow more produce  to supply our community. 
So I feel the partnership between local farms  and food organizations benefits for our 
communities and our economy by: 

1. Strengthening Hawaii’s food supply chain. With steady market system, will have more and
more locally grown produce available form our local food hubs and families
2. Supporting local farmers . The  Bill offers a direct benefit to Hawaii agricultural sector ,
Providing a steady and fair market for local produce. Farmers plan for future growth knowing
their products will fit their neighbors in need
3. Enhancing nutritional Access: Fresh , Local produce provides essential nutrients to
individuals and families who may otherwise lack access to healthy food options. This not only
fights hunger but also promotes long-term health And wellness in our community

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to our 
shared vision of a thriving, food-secure Hawaii . I am 
deeply grateful for your consideration of this important 
legislation and stand ready to collaborate with you in 
any way that may be helpful.  

Thank you, 

Zongping Huang  
Owner of  Kauai Glory Farm 
(808) 258-5037

























HAWAI'I HEALTH 
& HARM REDUCTION 

CENTER 

677 Ala Moana Blvd. 
Suite 226 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

(808) 521-2437
www.hhhrc.org 

REDUCING HARM, 

PROMOTING HEALTH, 

CREATING WELLNESS, 

AND FIGHTING STIGMA 

IN HAWAI'I AND 

THE PACIFIC 

Re: Testimony in Strong Support of Hawai’i Farm to Families Program 

To Whom it May concern: 

The Hawai‘i Health & Harm Reduction Center (HHHRC) strongly supports the Hawai‘i 
Farm to Families Program. This initiative is a vital step toward alleviating food 
insecurity across our islands while also supporting local agricultural producers. 

Food insecurity remains one of Hawai‘i's most pressing challenges. The economic 
disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic amplified this issue, and while the 
immediate crisis has passed, many families continue to struggle with access to fresh 
and healthy foods. This program would ensure a consistent supply of culturally 
relevant, locally grown food to food banks and communities in need, addressing the 
dual goals of improving food security and boosting the local economy. 

HHHRC’s mission is to reduce harm, promote health, create wellness, and fight stigma 
in Hawai‘i and the Pacific. We focus our efforts on communities disproportionately 
affected by social determinants of health, including but not limited to people living 
with HIV, hepatitis, and substance use, as well as LGBTQIA+, Native Hawaiian, and 
houseless populations. 

During the height of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020 and 2021, HHHRC collaborated 
with the Hawai‘i Food Bank to distribute over 500,000 pounds of food to thousands of 
families. These experiences underscored the urgent need for food banks to have 
access to fresh, healthy, and locally sourced foods beyond what is provided through 
donations. This program will empower food banks to meet these needs sustainably 
while supporting local farmers and food producers. 

Hawai‘i Farm to Families Program represents an opportunity to create a win-win 
scenario for Hawai‘i: reducing food insecurity, strengthening our local agricultural 
economy, and ensuring the well-being of our most vulnerable communities. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong support of this 
important measure. 

Andrew Ogata  
Director of Marketing and Development  
Hawai’i Health & Harm Reduction Center 















SUBJECT: Support “Farm to Families” Bill!

Aloha! 

My name is Jody Smith. I am a retiree with 18 years of experience with the 
sustainable agriculture program at UH Manoa College of Tropical Agriculture and 
Human Resources. I regularly donate to and volunteer with the Hawai’i Food 
Bank. I help out with the Food 4 Keiki Program, the CSFP Kupuna Food Box 
Program, and the food distribution program operated by Kings Cathedral in Aina 
Haina.!

As a HFB volunteer, I unpack boxes and boxes of beautiful fruits and produce 
grown by our local farmers. I help fill and hand out bags of vegetables. I enjoy 
watching our local clients growing excited by the variety and selection of 
popular vegetables (like bok choi, daikon, bitter melon) and local tropical fruits 
(papaya, pineapple) — the flavors of our islands. The partnership between the 
Hawaii Food Bank and the Hawaii Farm Bureau has allowed us to distribute this 
delicious and nourishing fresh produce.!

Continuation and expansion of this program via the "Farm to Families" bill will 
bring multiple benefits to our state.!

Please provide full support for the the "Farm to Families" bill, a pivotal piece of 
legislation that has the potential to transform our state’s food security 
landscape. This bill will allow food distributing organizations to strengthen their 
partnerships with local farmers and food producers, ensuring that fresh, locally 
grown produce reaches families facing food insecurity. !

As a former agricultural professional in Hawaii, I understand the importance of 
growing, purchasing and distributing locally grown foods. !

Investing in local agriculture reduces the state’s dependence on imported 
food (now estimated at 85% — extraordinarily high). !

With a reliable market for their produce, Hawaii’s farmers are better able to 
plan for and supply delicious and nutritious food.!



Fresh, local produce provides essential nutrients to individuals and 
families who may otherwise lack access to healthy food options, fighting 
hunger and promoting long-term health and wellness in our communities. 

Please support the "Farm to Families" bill.!

Mahalo nui loa!

Jody Smith!
Honolulu 96825



My name is John Heidel and I am a retired Christian minister and a 50 year 
resident of Kailua;  coming to Hawai’i in 1962 I served as the Minister of Youth 
at Central Union Church for 5 years and Chaplain at Punahou School for 32 
years until retirement in 2001.  In addition, I helped John Whitek start the 
Hawai’i People’s Fund in 1968 and Kent Coarsey start Family Promise Hawai’i in 
2004.  I also helped start The Interfaith Alliance Hawai’i in 2002 (serving as 
President from 2004-2012) and founded Religious Leaders for Assisted Dying in 
2002.  I’m closely affiliated with Christ Church, Uniting Disciples of Christ and 
Presbyterians in Kailua. In retirement I have continued my advocacy for 
interfaith cooperation and social justice activism. 

I am writing this letter because of my support for the Hawai’i Food Bank’s 
proposed bill for the 2025 Legislative session - “Farm to Families”.  Being raised 
on an organic farm in Southern Idaho, I know from experience (and healthy 
eating) exactly what it means to have nutritious food available.  This legislation 
if enacted, will not only strengthen the food supply chain in Hawai’i but will 
contribute greatly to the improvement of the essential nutritional quality of the 
food provided to all island residents; plus, it will assist our local farmers 
immensely, 

I’m grateful for all the good work you do as our elected officials but am 
particularly thankful for the consideration you’ll give to this legislation.  Please 
call me if you have any questions.  Mahalo nui loa!! 

Aloha no, 
Rev. Dr. John R. Heidel 
1341 Manu Mele Street 
Kailua, HI 96734 
808-261-4585







Aloha, 

I am writing with an urgent request for the Farm to Families bill to be passed. While I’m in my late 40s 
and no longer facing an income or food shortage, I grew up on welfare and was reliant upon food banks 
and other community resources. I never learned the value of eating/cooking fresh fruits and vegetables, 
because we survived on canned or boxed goods (processed foods). Those in poverty shouldn’t be lacking 
healthy food choices. Food is healing and if they have more healthy options available, it will in turn 
prevent many chronic diseases which cost the state lots of money. 

Because we live in Hawaii, it’s even more important that we not only provide healthy food options for 
lower income families, it’s also important to support local farmers. Local farmers make very little money 
and most of their produce goes to waste. This is really unfortunate. I would love to support local 
farmers, who work hard at providing healthy food for us. We should be moving toward Hawaii becoming 
more sustainable and independent. It would be wonderful if: (1) those in poverty were healthy, saving 
the state costly medical expenses, (2) Hawaii was sustainable and didn’t need imported food, and (3) we 
supported our hard-working local farmers. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Nicky B. 

Mililani 





Aloha, 

My name is Samlynn Moore and I'm a mom of three, a volunteer in my church and worked 
most of my adult life. I'm writing in support of the "Farm to Families" bill. One of our 
ministries is providing both hot meals and canned goods and perishables that we receive 
through the Hawaii Food Bank. We prepare, through our certified kitchen, meals that we 
deliver to the homes of families who struggle to put food on their table. The joy and smilies 
on the keikis facing each time we arrive is heartfelt. 

This past Saturday we delivered to a home in Waianae and the mother of the home said, "If 
it weren't for you folks we wouldn't have a Christmas. " 

I worked as a Cadre with the Hawaii Youth Challenge Academy and have seen a male cadet 
cry because he received 3 square meals a day knowing his family at home was struggling. 
Many cadets stated they had never eaten so much until attending the academy. I've had 
three cadets ask me privately if our church could deliver to their families. 

Our opio will never show it or talk about how hungry they are or how their families are 
struggling. This bill will help ensure families are fed and their children won't have to go to 
school hungry. They won't have to worry how they will eat over the weekend when school is 
not in session. This bill is vital to Hawaii's food insecurities. 

Mahalo 
Samlynn Moore 













To whom it may concern, 

Re: Support for the Farm to Families Bill 

My name is Leslie Moody, and I am the Family Services Manager at The Salvation Army Ray 
and Joan Kroc Corps Community Center in Hawaii. I am writing to express my staunch 
support for the proposed Farm to Families legislative bill, which seeks to strengthen the 
connection between local farmers and families in need by providing greater access to 
fresh, healthy, and locally grown foods. We desperately need to strengthen the food supply 
chain for our individuals and families facing food insecurity. 

As the Family Services Manager, I have witnessed firsthand the critical importance of 
fostering a sustainable and equitable food system. The Farm to Families initiative would 
not only support local agriculture by creating reliable markets for small- and mid-sized 
farms, but it would also ensure that underserved communities have access to nutritious 
and affordable food options.  

The cost of living in Hawaii is above most of the nation and the increase in food prices 
since the pandemic has created an added financial strain on many households. One out of 
every three families are struggling to keep food on the table. The children and the elderly 
are suffering the most.  

Hawaii is one of the most isolated places on the planet. Having so many of our food 
sources imported places us in a very vulnerable position. Should there be a natural 
disaster or another pandemic this could be catastrophic. In addition to addressing food 
insecurity, this legislation promotes environmental sustainability and economic 
development by reducing food miles and supporting local economies. These benefits align 
with the values of health, community resilience, and environmental stewardship that we 
all strive to uphold. 

I urge you and your colleagues to prioritize the passage of this critical bill. It is imperative to 
so many and represents an opportunity to invest in the well-being of families and farmers 
alike while advancing a more equitable food system. 



Thank you for your leadership on this issue. I would be happy to discuss this matter further 
or provide additional information about the impact of this initiative. 

Sincerely, 

Leslie Moody 
Family Services Manager/Kroc Cares Dept. 
The Salvation Army Ray & Joan Kroc Corps Community Center 
91-3257 Kualaka’i Parkway
Ewa Beach, Hawaii 96706
Direct Line: 693-8307 | Fax 693-8407
Leslie.Moody@usw.salvationarmy.org
www.KrocCenterHawaii.org
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To: Hawaii State House of Representatives 

RE: Farm to Family Bill: (HB2137 from the 2024 session) 

For the reestablishment and funding to pass this bill in 2025 

Dear Representatives of the State of Hawaii House of Representatives, 

My name is Laverne Suster and I am the coordinator and point of contact for the 
OLPH Church Pantry in Ewa Beach, Hawaii. Our pantry serves about 720 people 
each month with food collected by the Church community, as well as food from 
Hawaii Food Bank. 

 Food security has long been recognized as a major issue in Hawaii because

Hawaii relies on shipments of food from the mainland. Anything we can do to 
become more reliant on our own farms for food will go a long way to establish this 
self-reliance. As we all know, shipping in food from outside the state drives up the 
cost of food for the people of Hawaii. As a result, many of our people are 

experiencing food insecurity. With this bill, food security becomes a little more of a

reality. 

Many aspects of the Farm to Families program promise benefits for our economy 
and our people. Our people will enjoy healthier choices of fresh food grown right 
here in Hawaii. Local farmers benefit as we put our money into their farms, securing 
their jobs and livelihood. Full circle farming adds to the benefits and the symbiotic 
relationship from farmers to food bank, back to farmers; from the growing of food to 
the composting of food materials the food bank cannot use. All of these benefits 
make this program a moral choice because excess food is not wasted; it’s ethically 
and morally sound. 

Food security is a huge issue, especially in these uncertain times. This bill will

go a long way to helping the people of this state, your constituents, make sure they 
will always have a “next meal”. Please re-establish and vote for this bill. 

Laverne Suster 

OLPH Food Ministry Pantry 



To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter is being submitted to support the �³�)�D�U�P�V���W�R���)�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�´��bill for 2025 state legislative 
session.   

At Our Lady of Sorrows Parish in Wahiawa, our food pantry relies on the Hawaii Foodbank for 
well over 90% of the food distributed each month to those in need.  We also are a distribution 
center for the CSFP (Senior Food Box) distribution program.  

As an agency partner of Hawaii Foodbank, we are committed to working alongside them to fight 
food insecurity our community. We appreciate �+�D�Z�D�L�L���)�R�R�G�E�D�Q�N�¶s efforts to provide healthy, 
local foods to those we serve. We strongly support this proposal and look forward to 
collaborating with them to distribute fresh, locally grown food to those most in need. 

If additional information or clarification is needed, please feel free to reach out to us. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Yen 
Our Lady of Sorrows 
Social Ministry �± Food Distribution 

Our Lady of Sorrows Church 
1403-A California Ave. 

Wahiawa, HI 96786 
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Founded in 1859 by Queen Emma and King Kamehameha IV 

To our Legislators: 

I am writing to you in support of: “Farm to Families” bill for 2025. We are a team that 
works with at-risk homeless and housed persons with medical needs. We see on a 
daily basis the struggle our people have getting healthy foods and know this bill can 
make a difference in their long-term health. Most of our people know what is healthy 
for them and do their best. We understand that it is not just a matter of choice but of 
access, cost, and convenience that influence their diet. 

The Hawai’i Foodbank’s programs and methods always put people first and offer solid 
solutions that can help get food to those who need it. The fact that “Farm to Families” 
also supports local farmers makes this a win-win for our community.  

Please pass and fund the “Farm to Families” bill for 2025 and any other support for the 
Hawai’i Foodbank.  

Sincerely, 

Anne Chamness 

Anne Chamness 
Patient Community Navigator 
The Queen’s Care Coalition 
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