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Subject: Strong Support for HB420 - Relating to Remedies

Aloha Chair Evslin, Vice Chair Miyake, and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP), which represents thousands of unionized
carpenters and hundreds of general contractors across Hawai‘i, we strongly support HB420, which
seeks to reform and strengthen the pre-litigation Contractor Repair Act (CRA). This legislation is
critical to protecting homeownership opportunities, ensuring fairness in the construction industry, and
addressing the severe housing crisis that continues to impact working families in our state.

Stopping Lawsuit Abuse to Keep Housing Attainable
Hawai‘i is already one of the most expensive places to live in the United States. Unfortunately,
unscrupulous mainland attorneys have exploited legal loopholes, weaponizing class action lawsuits
against homebuilders in a cookie-cutter fashion. These lawsuits are often unnecessary and do little
to address actual construction defects. Instead, they create a chilling effect on housing development,
forcing homebuilders to forgo the construction of hundreds of desperately needed homes,
apartments, and condominiums.

The repercussions of this predatory legal strategy extend far beyond builders. The ripple effects
touch:

~ Homebuyers, who find it harder to qualify for federally backed home loans because lenders
are wary of financing properties entangled in litigation.

- Homeowners, who are blocked from selling their homes while their property is wrapped up
in a lawsuit they never consented to in the first place.

o Communities, which are deprived of housing supply, keeping prices high and pushing local
families out of the market.

Prioritizing Repairs Over Lawsuits
One of the most troubling aspects of these lawsuits is that once a home, apartment, or condominium
is included in class action litigation, homeowners lose their ability to communicate directly with the
homebuilder to request necessary repairs. Instead of a timely resolution, they are left in limbo for
years while the legal process drags on. And when the case is finally settled, homeowners often
receive only a fraction of what was promised, while the attorneys walk away with massive fees.
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(Continued From Page 1)

The intent of the original Contractor Repair Act was to foster a cooperative, good-faith process
between builders and homeowners to address legitimate construction defects. However, the current
system has been hijacked by a handful of mainland attorneys, turning homeownership into a
battleground for profit-driven litigation.

A Balanced Solution for Hawai‘i’s Housing Future
HB420 restores the original purpose of the Contractor Repair Act and ensures that:

o Homeowners receive timely repairs without unnecessary legal inten/ention.

o Homebuilders remain accountable for legitimate defects while being protected from abusive
lawsuits.

- Future homebuyers can access a stable housing market without legal barriers.

o Lenders can confidently finance properties without fear of drawn-out litigation.

o Hawai‘i’s construction workforce remains strong, with builders empowered to continue
projects without the looming threat of unnecessary lawsuits.

We urge this committee to pass HB420 and take a stand against the legal abuse that is stalling
much-needed housing development in Hawai'i.

By ensuring a fair and effective process for resolving construction defects, we can protect
homeownership, safeguard Hawai‘i’s workforce, and promote a more sustainable and affordable
housing market for all.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Pacific Resource Partnership stands ready to support this effort and work with lawmakers to bring
much-needed reform to Hawai‘i’s housing industry.

’ A rew Pereira
Di ector of Public Affairs
Pacific Resource Partnership
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hawaii LECET 
Hawaii Laborers & 

Employers Cooperation 
and Education Trust 

Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii LECET supports HB420. 

 





































































































































 

REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark which may be used only by real estate professionals 
who are members of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and subscribe to its strict Code of Ethics. 

 

808-733-7060        1259 A‘ala Street, Suite 300 
                          Honolulu, HI 96817 
808-737-4977   

      

January 31, 2025 
 

The Honorable Luke A. Evslin, Chair 
House Committee on Housing 
State Capitol, Conference Room 420 & Videoconference 
 
RE: House Bill 420, Relating to Remedies 
 

HEARING: Friday, January 31, 2024, at 9:15 a.m. 
 
 

Aloha Chair Evslin, Vice Chair Miyake, and Members of Committee: 
 

My name is Lyndsey Garcia, Director of Advocacy, testifying on behalf of the 
Hawai‘i Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawaii and its 
over 10,000 members. HAR supports House Bill 420, which clarifies the applicability of 
the statute of repose for actions arising from construction defects.  Clarifies the 
required contents of a notice of claim of construction defect served on a 
contractor.  Amends the process and time frame for a claimant to accept a contractor's 
offer to settle or inspect and authorize the contractor to proceed with repairs.  Limits 
the amount a claimant can recover if the claimant rejects a contractor's reasonable 
proposal for inspection or a reasonable offer to remedy.  Clarifies the consequences of 
rejecting an offer of settlement. 

 
Recent litigation over construction defects have posed significant challenges for 

housing in Hawaii. These lawsuits, which can be frivolous, have stalled housing 
developments. First-time homebuyers are particularly affected, as these claims hinder 
their access to government-backed mortgages. Consequently, FHA, VA, Fannie Mae, 
and Freddie Mac have disqualified condominium projects facing litigation. Without 
access to low down payment programs and lacking the 20% down payment required by 
portfolio lending, many first-time homebuyers and veterans are unable to purchase 
homes. 

 
As such, this measure can help to prevent frivolous lawsuits by giving 

homebuilders and homeowners more chances to resolve construction issues early and 
fairly. 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure. 
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January 29, 2025

Chair Luke A. Evslin
Vice Chair Tyson K. Miyake
Members of the House Committee on Housing
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025

Aloha Chair Evslin, Vice Chair Miyake, and Members of the Housing Committee, .

My name is Alex Kwon, an owner of Top 25 General Contractors in Hawaii, and I work in Hawai‘i’s building
industry for past 30 years. I am testifying in strong support of HB420.

The Contractor Repair Act was intended to foster collaboration between builders and homeowners,
ensuring defects were addressed efficiently. Unfortunately, this process has beenderairleci by attorneys
exploiting legal loopholes to file lawsuits that are often unnecessary or trivial. These lawsuits delay
projects, increase costs, and disrupt the housing market. Builders face heightened risks, which leads to
higher construction costs, fewer housing projects, and reduced affordability.

For those of us in the building industry, these issues have real consequences. Rising litigation costs make it
harder to keep housing projects. on schedule and within budget. Builders are less willing to takeon
projects, impacting jobs and delaying much-needed housing production.’Without reform, the home
building industry will continue to struggle under the weight of legal uncertainty and rising costs.

HB420 offers a solution by establishing clearer guidelines that will lead to a more fair and cooperative
process for addressing construction defects. This bill will reduce unnecessary litigation, stabilize costs,
and allow builders to focus on delivering quality homes for Hawai‘i’s residents. I respectfully urge your
support. Mahalo. ’ ,

Serely, i ‘
i . ‘J _‘.~ C __‘ 
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Alex M. K on ' ‘
President ‘ y

alexk@paradigmhi.com V

r 94-481 Akoki Street Waipahu,Hawaii 96797 Tel. 847-1646 Fax 847-1647
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Testimony of Kenneth Kasdan  

State of Hawaii, House of Representatives 

Thirty-Third Legislative Session 2025 

 

To: The Committee on Housing 

Re: Proposed Bill H.B. No. 420 

 

Chairmans Evslin, Miyake, and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Kenneth Kasdan, and I am the Senior Partner of the law firm of Kasdan Turner 
Thomson Booth, LLLC.  Our firm is a Hawaii registered Limited Liability Law Corporation and 
we have a full-time, fully staffed office here on Oahu.  I have been a member of the Hawaii Bar 
since 2017 and have been practicing law for over 49 years, primarily representing individual 
homeowners, Associations, and large groups of homeowners in connection with pursuing their 
legal rights as against Developers, Contractors, and Product Manufacturers, seeking safe and 
Code-compliant housing. My firm has represented well over 100,000 homeowners over the years.  

My firm currently represents over 2,000 unit owners in various high-rise buildings throughout 
Oahu including buildings which are over 88% workforce housing, as well as luxury and mixed 
occupancy buildings.  We also presently represented over 4,500 property owners in both single-
family detached and townhome developments throughout the state of Hawaii with the homes 
predominantly located on Oahu, Maui, and Kauai in a certified class action lawsuit regarding 
corroded foundation systems, and over 1,250 homeowners in a certified class in the Ewa Beach 
area concerning corroded foundation hardware.   

In addition, we have and do represent commercial and other property owners.  We have also 
represented over 5,000 homeowners in a variety of actions in the Ewa Beach area concerning 
corroded foundation hardware, where, post-lawsuit, essentially each and every home has had the 
entirety of their foundation hardware replaced as a result of hard-fought litigation. We have 
substantial, real-world, hands-on experience in advocating for homeowner rights.  

The Construction Defect process and the procedures in HRS §672(e) were a part of the groundwork 
of these settlements, resulting in over 5,000 families now living in safer homes, and all persons in 
the affected neighborhood no longer at risk that their foundations and building components turn 
into deadly missiles.  
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Contractors weaponize the current Contractor Repair Act to frustrate recovery  

Hawaii law, in the present version of HRS §672(e), while far from a perfect statute, provides a 
framework for owners to present claims, and if not settled, proceed to arbitration or court trials. In 
this statute, the builders and contractors already have a right to repair construction defects or pay 
for repairs.  However, they typically use the statute to delay claims; not resolve them. The statute 
is entitled Contractor’s Repair Act, and as drafted, already creates a labyrinth that homeowners 
must traverse to enforce their rights.   

Contractors take advantage of two aspects of the current Contractor Repair Act to make it difficult 
for homeowners to recover for construction defects.   

The Present Version of HRS 672E is not perfect, but this Bill makes it worse 

First, the Contractor Repair Act does not provide a specific timeframe for the completion of the 
process.  Instead, the prelitigation procedure is deemed completed only after the parties mediate 
the claims.  This proposed bill does nothing to remedy this glaring defect. Contractors take 
advantage of this process by refusing to schedule mediation and delaying it once started, thus 
prolonging the Contractor Repair Act process.  The Contractor Repair Act process can take more 
than two years before the matter can proceed to litigation, while the contractors drag their feet.   

Second, while the Contractor Repair Act does not require the contractor to provide ANY 
construction information on the residential project, it already requires homeowners to describe the 
construction defect claims in detail, provide all test results related to the claims, and provide access 
to contractors to inspect all testing and conduct its own testing. Again, this bill does nothing to 
require Developers or Contractors to provide documents but instead makes the process even more 
cumbersome and complex for homeowners.   

In practice, contractors argue that homeowners and associations fail to provide adequate detail and 
information, regardless of what information is provided, and refuse to proceed with litigation and 
attempt to dismiss an active lawsuit on these grounds.  

On the contrary, contractors refuse to produce any documents or information regarding the 
construction of the residential projects and are not required to produce construction information 
under the current version of the Contractor Repair Act. This makes it significantly more costly and 
difficult for homeowners and associations to investigate the defects in their homes.  

In contrast, homeowners provide significant detail in order to ensure that they are complying with 
the statute.  In fact, one respected jurist in a case we are involved in found that the association 
provided “a substantial amount of information” during the Contractor Repair Act process, and that 
it was not a “particularly close call” as to whether the Association provided enough information.  

The Bill, in its preamble and Statement of Legislative Purpose, asserts that the cost of insurance 
for anticipated litigation disincentivizes the construction of houses. No data has been set forth to 
support this assertion, other than hearsay statements. No showing has been made that the cost of a 
Contractor or Developer obtaining insurance stops them from building or has increased costs. 
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To the extent that insurance is an underlying expense, its cost is due to the fact that they build 
homes rife with defects, and they rely on their insurance carrier to cover the expenses of fixing 
their mistakes. 

The Bill contains a wholly unsupported assertion that lawsuits can today be filed with no identified 
defect. That assertion is simply wrong and entirely without support. 

Specific Arguments Against H.B. No. 420 

H.B. No. 420 will coerce homeowners into accepting a low-ball offer 

The bill before you, H.B. No. 420, creates numerous unfair procedural roadblocks for homeowners 
to navigate to protect their rights to live in a safe home, a home free from defects—defects which 
often constitute fire and life/safety hazards.   

This bill acts to coerce homeowners into accepting any offer made during the Contractor Repair 
Act process by requiring the homeowner to accept the contractor's initial offer. The proposed bill, 
at Section 674E-4(c) (page 10), states: 'the claimant shall accept a contractor’s proposal' (emphasis 
added) to inspect, without regard to how intrusive it may be—allowing a contractor to harass an 
owner with unreasonable demands.  

The proposed Statute then sets forth as a statutory limit that, if the homeowner rejects the 
contractor’s offer, that the claimant’s recovery “shall be limited” to the reasonable value of the 
repair determined on the date of the offer and the amount of the offered monetary payment (page 
13). Thus, the contractors get to set for the exact nature of the repair and they determine its scope 
– and the amount of the offered monetary payment becomes a de facto limit of the recovery. 

As such, the contractor gets to unilaterally determine and limit the recovery, depriving the owner 
of having a jury determine the cost of repair. 

Moreover, attorney fees are used as a weapon, after navigating the limit on the recovery set forth 
in the proposed statute, if the homeowner does not do better than the offer, then they have to pay 
all of the attorney's fees and costs of the Contractor, and the owner is precluded from recovering 
their own fees on any claim. Even though Hawaii, being an assumpsit state, allows prevailing 
parties in contract claims to recover fees unless precluded by express terms in the contract. This 
proposed legislation abrogates that right. 

H.B. No. 420 will create a cumbersome prelitigation process 

This Bill also imposes unreasonable hurdles in the Contractor Repair Act for homeowners to 
satisfy, requiring the homeowner and associations to provide to the Contractors all of their 
investigative work product and provide both attorney work product and expert work product prior 
to litigation.  The bill requires that, if available to the claimant, 'actual evidence' of both the nature 
and cause of the construction defect and necessary repairs be provided, including expert reports, 
photographs, videotapes, and any testing done. This will provide further grounds for contractors 
to argue that homeowners and associations have failed to meet the requirements of the Contractor 
Repair Act, thus making it exceedingly difficult to proceed towards a just resolution. 
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H.B. No. 420 harms owners  

This is the Housing Committee of the Hawaii Legislature.  The proposed bill does nothing to 
enhance homeowner protection.  The proposed bill does nothing to give property owners more 
rights; all it does is strip rights, forcing homeowners to accept even an inadequate offer to repair 
or face having to pay the contractor’s attorney fees; and making it increasingly difficult to acquire 
the funds to fix construction defects.   

There is nothing reciprocal or mutual in the bill—it is all one sided.  

The contractors, other than contending that their insurance costs are too high, have presented no 
facts, and no evidence that the process is not working or is somehow unfair to them. They have a 
simple remedy – why not just build the homes and buildings more carefully?  Why not comply 
with the building code?   

The Bill guts the Class Action process  

The Bill proposes to destroy the well-developed practice of Class Actions in this and all other 
states. The Legislature has specifically followed the framework of Class Actions under Federal 
Rule 23. Hawaii has specifically allowed for class actions to be filed, where one or more 
individuals act in a representative capacity for themselves and all persons similarly situated. 

Owners of mass-produced tract homes are a proper and perfect example of a Class Action. This 
statute attempts to abolish the Class Action process, at the proposed Section 674E-3(c) (page 8), 
by requiring each class member to comply with the Statute, which by this proposed statute includes 
inspection of each dwelling subject to the claim. 

This is the antithesis of a class action where one acts on behalf of the class. 

Any imposition of a procedural step should be evaluated by the Judiciary Committee, not the 
Housing Committee. As such, this portion should be immediately stricken from this proposed bill. 

The Bill cuts the Statute of Limitations for contract/warranty claims from 6 years to 2 years 

First, it is clearly provided for in Hawaii Law that the Statute of Limitations to assert a claim for 
Breach of a Written Warranty currently runs six (6) years from the breach since the warranty is a 
contract. This Bill would shrink that to two (2) years from when the breach was discovered or as 
the Bill proposes, should have been discovered. The Bill modifies the Statute of Repose (HRS 657-
8), at Page 3 adds “whether in contract, tort, statute, or otherwise,” expanding the scope of the 
limitations language. Thus, a 6-year limitation period shrinks down to 2 years from discovery – or 
when the claim “should” have been discovered. 

The proposed bill then defines the term “substantial completion” as the earliest of the issuance of 
a temporary Certificate of Occupancy – which can be a date well before the building is truly 
completed – or the earliest of the filing of a Notice of Completion. It is well known that oftentimes, 
to start the lien period for claimants or subcontractors and materials suppliers, these notices can be 
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and are published long before a building is finished. There is no justification to limit contracts or 
other remedies to 2 years through such a restriction in the new statute. 

The Bill unreasonably limits and redefines actionable claims and strips homeowners of the right 
to pursue life safety Building Code violations 

The proposed Bill incorporates an entirely new constraint into what claims can be pursued, now 
requiring that only a “material violation” of a Building Code can be pursued – and then states that 
only claims that physically have to pose or cause significant damage to the performance of the 
building can be pursued. 

Moreover, the statute then contains language which is 100% contrary to the existing language in 
all model building codes published by the International Code Council (ICC), which states: 

1. The fact that the plans contain code violations does not constitute approval of the code 
violation. 

2. The fact that the building was inspected and even obtained a final sign-off does not 
constitute approval of the violation. 

3. The fact that a Certificate of Occupancy was issued by the Building Office does not 
constitute approval of the violation. 

This legislation, if passed in its present form, would leave no remedies to fix critical fire or life 
safety defects until after there is a tragedy. 

The proposed Statute at Section 657-8 (g)(3) (pages 6-7) turns that concept on its head and instead 
says that if there was plan approval and inspection, there can be no material violation. Such is 
nonsense. 

This would put Hawaii Building Codes outside previously established precedents and put it outside 
the principles of the model codes adopted by all states. The proponents of this Bill have shown no 
other state in the nation that has rejected the three-part code principle. It is simply not done and is 
disingenuous. 

The contractors talk story, but they cannot show why they need more procedural hurdles designed 
to strip homeowners of their rights.   

Thank you for your consideration.  

 
Very Truly Yours, 

 
 

Kenneth S. Kasdan 
Kasdan Turner Thomson Booth LLLC 
kskasdan@kasdancdlawhawaii.com 
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January 29, 2025

Chair Luke A. Evslin
Vice Chair Tyson K. Miyake
Members of the House Committee on Housing
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025

Aloha Chair Evslin, Vice Chair Miyake, and Members ofthe Housing Committee,

My name is Richard W. Luga, and I work in Hawaióiôs building industry. I am testifying in strong
support of HB420.

The Contractor RepairAct was intended to foster collaboration between builders and
homeowners, ensuring defects were addressed efficiently. Unfortunately, this process has been
derailed by attorneys exploiting legal loopholes to file lawsuits that are often unnecessary or
trivial. These lawsuits delay projects, increase costs, and disrupt the housing market. Builders
face heightened risks, which leads to higher construction costs, fewer housing projects, and
reduced affordability.

For those of us in the building industry, these issues have real consequences. Rising litigation
costs make it harder to keep housing projects on schedule and within budget. Builders are less
willing to take on projects, impacting jobs and delaying much-needed housing production.
Without reform, the home building industry will continue to struggle under the weight of legal
uncertainty and rising costs.

HB42O offers a solution by establishing clearer guidelines that will lead to a more fair and
cooperative process for addressing construction defects. This bill will reduce unnecessary
litigation, stabilize costs, and allow builders to focus on delivering quality homes for Hawaióiôs
residents. l respectfully urge your support. Mahalo.

%/þe
Richard W. Luga

rick-1975@live.com



HB-420 
Submitted on: 1/29/2025 10:59:24 AM 
Testimony for HSG on 1/31/2025 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Derrick Ching Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. Housing costs in Hawaii are already a heavy burden on people who want to 
live and work here. If builders will not be given the opportunity to address issues before legal 
penalties start being put on them, then the costs will just be passed on to the future homeowners 
and will make the ability to make homeownership feasible for future generations just that much 
harder. 
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January 29, 2025 

 

Chair Luke A. Evslin 
Vice Chair Tyson K. Miyake 
Members of the House Committee on Housing 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
 
Aloha Chair Evslin, Vice Chair Miyake, and Members of the Housing Committee, 

My name is Craig Nishimura, and I work in Hawai�‹i’s building industry. I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420. 

The Contractor Repair Act was intended to foster collaboration between builders and 
homeowners, ensuring defects were addressed efficiently. Unfortunately, this process has been 
derailed by attorneys exploiting legal loopholes to file lawsuits that are often unnecessary or 
trivial. These lawsuits delay projects, increase costs, and disrupt the housing market. Builders 
face heightened risks, which leads to higher construction costs, fewer housing projects, and 
reduced affordability. 

For those of us in the building industry, these issues have real consequences. Rising litigation 
costs make it harder to keep housing projects on schedule and within budget. Builders are less 
willing to take on projects, impacting jobs and delaying much-needed housing production. 
Without reform, the home building industry will continue to struggle under the weight of legal 
uncertainty and rising costs. 

HB420 offers a solution by establishing clearer guidelines that will lead to a more fair and 
cooperative process for addressing construction defects. This bill will reduce unnecessary 
litigation, stabilize costs, and allow builders to focus on delivering quality homes for Hawai�‹i’s 
residents. I respectfully urge your support. Mahalo. 

 

Craig Nishimura 

 

craign@grayhongnojima.com  



















���������	
������

�


��������������������
�����
���������������������
��� �����!�"���#�����
����""������#�����$�
����"�%����&���$����"���
�'�$�����(��������!������
�
�
������
�����������
������
�����������
���&���� ���� �!�"���#�����$�
����""��
�

�����������������)�������
���&�*�+�������#�+�� ��,�� ���&��$���&��"����*����"��"�!���$�����"���$��� --��"�
�!�#./����

����
��"���"���'�-������"�+�����"��&�&�"��!��"����� ��� ���"���� �"+���� ���&������&������+����
�
�������$�&�!��"��+�����&&�����&��0�����"����1�!��"� ��"���
�"����-����������� ����&������&� ��
�""��������2-���"��$���$������-������"��3�����+���" ��"��"������!"������������������"��������������
��+���"��&�����-��4��"�
�������������"�
���&�&����- "�"���������$������"��.���&����!�������$�"���&�
�����
�+��������&��"����$��������"���"�������"�
�!� +���������$�-��4��"�
���&���&���&��0��&� ���"���

5���"������!�������"��� ���&��$���&��"��
�"�������� �������������������6��������'����$���"�$�"�������"� �
������"����&���"�����-�������$�-��4��"���������&��� ���&�+�"���� �&$�"��.���&�������������+�����$�"��
"�������-��4��"�
���-��"��$�4� ����&�&������$�����% ���&�&�������$�-��&��"�����)�"���"���!���
�
"�������� ���&��$���&��"���+�������"�����"���"��$$� ����&���"���+��$�"��!���$��������"���"����&������$�
���"���

#./����0����������"���� ����"� ������$���������$��& �������"��"�+�������&�"���������!������&�
���-���"����-�������!����&&������$�����"���"����&�! ��"�������� ����+������&����������������
��"�$�"���
��"� ���7�����"�
���&�����+� ���&����"�� !��������&��������$�6����"��������!���#�+�� ��,��
����&��"���*����-��"!�������$���������--��"�������� ��

�

�����

����	�
��������


�����

�����������������	���� �









January 29, 2025

Chair Luke A. Evslin
Vice Chair Tyson K. Miyake
Members of the House Committee on Housing
Thirty-Third Legislature, RegularSession of 2025

Aloha Chair Evslin, Vice Chair Miyake, and Members of the Housing Committee,

My name is Henry T Kwok, and I work in Hawaióiôs building industry. i am testifying in strong support
of HB420.

The Contractor Repair Act was intended to foster collaboration between builders and homeowners,
ensuring defects were addressed efficiently. Unfortunately, this process has been derailed by
attorneys exploiting legal loopholes to file lawsuits that are often unnecessary or trivial. These
lawsuits delay projects, increase costs, and disrupt the housing market. Builders face heightened
risks, which leads to higher construction costs, fewer housing projects, and reduced affordability.

Forthose of us in the building industry, these issues have real consequences. Rising litigation costs
make it harder to keep housing projects on schedule and within budget. Builders are less willing to
take on projects, impactingjobs and delaying much-needed housing production. Without reform,
the home building industrywill continue to struggle under the weight of legal uncertainty and rising
costs.

H8420 offers a solution by establishing clearer guidelines that will lead to a more fair and
cooperative process for addressing construction defects. This bill will reduce unnecessary
litigation, stabilize costs, and allow builders to focus on delivering quality homes for Hawaióiôs
residents. I respectfully urge your support. Mahalo.

Henry T Y Kwok, AIA

President/Director

KY International, Inc.

Architects and Planners

1100 Alakea St., Suite 1988

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

808.524.1268 EXt.111

henry@kyinternati0nai.com



 
 
 

 
Lisa K. Broulik, Esq., Director 

 
PACIFIC GUARDIAN CENTER 

737 Bishop Street Suite 2600 
Honolulu Hawaii 96813 

O: 808.547.5400  
E: lbroulik@caselombardi.com 

 
 
 

 

  
MEMBER OF LEX MUNDI 

THE WORLD‘S LEADING ASSOCIATION OF INDEPENDENT LAW FIRMS 
 

January 29, 2025 

Chair Luke A. Evslin 
Vice Chair Tyson K. Miyake 
Members of the House Committee on Housing 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 

Re: Testimony in SUPPORT of HB420 
 
Dear Chair Evslin, Vice Chair Miyake, and Members of the Housing Committee: 

I am a Hawaii attorney and partner with the law firm of Case Lombardi, practicing in the 
area of real estate and land use. I am writing to provide my strong support of HB420. 

My firm is well acquainted with the numerous lawsuits being filed to exploit legal 
loopholes in the Contractor Repair Act. These lawsuits delay projects, increase costs, and disrupt 
the housing market.  I believe HB420 will reduce unnecessary litigation, stabilize costs, and allow 
builders to focus on delivering quality homes for Hawaii's residents. 

I respectfully urge your support. 

 

Very truly yours, 

      CASE LOMBARDI 

       

      Lisa K. Broulik  
 









HB-420 
Submitted on: 1/29/2025 5:07:08 PM 
Testimony for HSG on 1/31/2025 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jacob Wiencek Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Committee Members, 

Reigning in liability concerns and excessive payments is important to helping make Hawaii more 
affordable. I encourage the Committee to SUPPORT this legislation. 
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 Very truly yours, 
 
 DAMON KEY LEONG KUPCHAK HASTERT 

      

 Gregory W. Kugle 
 David H. Abitbol 
 
GW/DHA:das 
 
897398 
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)anuaty 29,2025

Chair Luke A- Evstin

Vice Chair Tyson K. Miyake

14embers of the House Committee on Housing

Thirty-Third Legislature, Regutar Session of 2025

My name is Darian Chun, and I work in Hawai'i's buitding industry. I am testifying in strong

support of H8420.

The Contractor Repair Act was intended to foster cottaboration between buitders and

homeowners, ensuring defects were addressed efficientty. Unfortunatety, this process has

been deraited by attorneys exptoiting tegal toophotes to fite tawsuits that are often

unnecessary or trivia[. These [awsuits detay projects, increase costs, and disrupt the

housing market. Buitders face heightened risks, which teads to higher construction costs,
fewer housing proiects, and reduced affordabitity.

For those of us in the buitding industry, these issues have reaI consequences. Rising

titigation costs make it harderto keep housing projects on schedute and within budget.

Buitders are tess witting to take on projects, impacting jobs and detaying much-needed

housing production. Without reform, the home buitding industry witt continue to struggte

under the weight of legaI uncertainty and rising costs.

H8420 offers a sotution by estabtishing ctearer guidetines that witt tead to a more fair and

cooperative process for addressing construction defects. This bitt witt reduce unnecessary
titigation, stabilize costs, and attow buitders to focus on detivering quatity homes for
Hawai'i's residents. I respectfulty urge your support. Mahato.

Darian Chun

DariancSl 1 1 @gmalL.com
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Hoyal Contracting Co Ltd
"An Equal Employment Opportunity Employer"
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Atoha Chair Evstin, Vice Chair Miyake, and Members of the Housing Committee,
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Telephone: (808) 539-0400
bkudo@awlaw.com

January 30, 2025

Chair Luke A. Evslin
Vice Chair Tyson K. Miyake
Members of the House Committee on Housing
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

RE: H.B. No. 420 Relating to Remedies

Dear Chair Evslin, Vice Chair Miyake, and Members of the Housing Committee:

My name is Benjamin Kudo, and I work representing Hawaiiôs development and building
industry. I am in strong support of H.B. 420.

The Contractor Repair Act was intended to make sure that construction defects were addressed
properly between home builders and owners. Unfortunately, this process has been undermined by
legal loopholes in the law that allow lawsuits to be ýled that delay construction and force home
builders to face the demands of attorneys who use such loopholes for their ýnancial advantage.
These lawsuits delay projects and add to the cost of homes, particularly, affordable homes and gap
group homes. Builders face heightened business risks, which results in higher construction costs,
fewer housing projects, and reduced affordability.

Without immediate reform, the home building industry will continue to struggle under the weight
of legal uncertainty and higher business risks. This will undoubtedly result in higher costs to the
home buyers.

H.B. 420 offers a solution by establishing clearer guidelines that will lead to a more fair and
cooperative process for addressing construction defects. This bill will reduce unnecessary
litigation, stabilize costs, and allow builders to focus on delivering quality homes for Hawaióiôs
residents. I respectfully urge your support. Mahalo.

Very truly yours,

M
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Kyle Burchard Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Members of the Hawaii State Legislature, 

I strongly support HB 420 to prevent frivolous construction defect lawsuits that drive up housing 
costs and delay development. This bill creates a fairer process by clarifying legal timelines and 
improving defect resolution. 

By refining notice requirements and limiting excessive claims, it encourages timely repairs and 
reduces unnecessary costs. This will help make housing more affordable and accessible. 

Please support HB 420 to strengthen our communities and promote responsible construction. 

Sincerely, 

Kyle 
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