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subject-matter expertise on spaying and neutering animals or any other related 

veterinary services as these subject areas are outside of the purview of the department.  

Further, with the ongoing statewide financial management replacement project, B&F 

staff are fully engaged and committed to working on the project and doing its regular 

work; therefore, additional staff and funding would be necessary to administer the 

SNSF.  

 B&F recommends that funds be appropriated directly to the counties instead 

because they have historically been responsible for animal control functions.  The 

counties can then allocate these funds to entities best able to perform the desired 

services. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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Comments:  

We are in support of HB364. Mahalo 

 







https://www.biisc.org/pest/feral-cats/
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/pacific-islands/endangered-species-conservation/toxoplasmosis-and-its-effects-hawaii-marine








HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 5:58:34 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Kaaumoana Hanalei Watershed Hui Support 
Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

We strongly support this legislation. It is life and death for our native things.  
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Comments:  

We refer to The House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs's hearing of HB364, HD1, 

Relating to Animal Control on Wednesday, Feb. 12, 

This bill requires that cats over the age of five months be surgically sterilized, with certain 

exceptions. It also authorizes county animal control authorities to establish and enforce a permit 

programme to allow the responsible breeding of cats, establishes minimum requirements for 

breeding permits and penalties, and establishes the Spay and Neuter Special Fund to reduce pet 

overpopulation, including the free-roaming cat population, and various revenue and fundraising 

sources for the special fund. 

We very much support the regulation of pet breeders as unscrupulous people in pursuit of profit 

can cause great suffering to animals and buyers can be unaware of the health of cats they wish to 

buy, creating problems later on to the cats and their families. We also support the funding 

dedicated to spay/neuter initiatives in this measure. 

We also endorse the following amendments to: 

Include funding for enforcement, which the state is delegating to the counties; 

Remove the restriction that grants cannot be used to spay/neuter free-roaming cats who will be 

returned to their outdoor homes. 

If the cats are not returned to their outdoor homes to which they are attached, they will become 

the responsiblity of rescues, which are already over-subscribed. 

We beg to support this important Bill. 

 









We urge the committee to pass HB364 HD1 to protect Hawai‘i’s wildlife and marine 
ecosystems. Mahalo for your leadership on this critical issue and for considering the testimony 
of PWF and its supporters. 
 
Sincerely,  
  
 
Susan Frett  
Conservation Director  
 
 
 
 



BIISC 
23 E. Kawili St. 
Hilo, HI 96720 
(808) 933-3340 
www.biisc.org 
 
February 11, 2025 
 
Hearing: Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 
 
RE: HB364 
 
Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee, 
 
We would like to express our strong support for this measure.  
 
There are very few organizations on our island that can (occasionally) accept unwanted kittens or 
cats, and so many cats end up callously dumped, a terrible outcome not only for the lives of those 
animals but also for our native ecosystems. As in many other island environments, cats are a very 
destructive invasive species in Hawai’i. Many of our native endangered animals, found nowhere else 
in the world, are threatened by cats. Not only do cats directly predate on our vulnerable native 
birds, they carry and spread the disease toxoplasmosis which has already killed several Hawaiian 
monk seals. 
​
We believe that the key to ending the problem of unwanted cats is to “turn off the tap” – stop the 
flow at its source, sterilizing all pet cats and dogs and encouraging that these domestic pets remain 
where they belong, in a household. This bill, requiring sterilization for pet cats and limiting breeding 
to only permitted individuals, is a huge step in working toward solving this overpopulation problem 
humanely.  
 
We appreciate that this requirement is being paired with funds to support spaying/neutering. On 
the Big Island, we have many low-income and working class families who would benefit greatly 
from enhanced access to these surgeries for their family pets, and prevent this bill from placing an 
unfair burden on those who are truly just wanting a loving family pet.  
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this matter.  
 
 
Franny Kinslow Brewer 
Program Manager 
fbrewer@hawaii.edu 
(808) 933-3340  
 
 

http://www.biisc.org
mailto:fbrewer@hawaii.edu
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Comments:  

Our names are Elke Johnston and Robert Shin. We are OPPOSITION of HB364. 

As an exhibitor of the Cat Fanciers of Hawaii Club (CFH) cat shows, we have relationships with 

the breeders in the club and feel that they are being unfairly targeted by the introduction of this 

bill. The club is governed but the overall Cat Fanciers Association (CFA) body that is an 

internationally recognized body. The CFA has rules, regulations, and standards that the breeders 

must abide by in order to have a cattery in good standing. Breeders do not need to be regulated 

by the state as well. 

I respectfully ask that you oppose HB364. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Elke Johnston and Robert Shin 

 





Additionally, it is crucial that these funds support and incentivize responsible pet ownership by 

reducing the financial burden associated with spay and neuter services. Making sterilization 

more accessible and affordable encourages pet owners to take proactive steps in managing their 

pets responsibly, ultimately contributing to the reduction of feral cat populations statewide. 

I urge you to prioritize this funding for sterilizing pet cats, a proven and essential public service 

that effectively reduces cat populations over time. 

Mahalo for considering my testimony in support of HB364. 

Respectfully, 

Jordan Lerma 

Executive Director 

Nene Research and Conservation 
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Comments:  

Feral cats pose an existential threat to our endemic and endangered wildlife in Hawaii, including 

nene, Hawaiian monks seals, spinner dolphins, Hawaiian petrels, palila, and more, both from 

direct predation, and from the spread of toxoplasmosis, for which cats are the required host. 

Please pass HB364 to start taking some measure of responsibility for this. Time is short. There 

may be as few as 300 palila left alive in the world, and cats continue to kill them. 
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Comments:  

Chair Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs (JHA)) 

Subject:  House Bill (H.B.) 364 Relating to Animal Control 

Hearing Date:  February 12, 2025 

My name is Duane Inoue, and I am a concerned citizen, testifying against H.B. 364, as written.  

The bill requires that that cats over the age of three months be surgically sterilized, with certain 

exceptions. Authorizes county animal control authorities to establish and enforce a permit 

program to allow the responsible breeding of cats. Establishes minimum requirements for 

breeding permits and penalties. Establishes the Spay and Neuter Special Fund to reduce pet 

overpopulation, including the free-roaming cat population, and various revenue and fundraising 

sources for the special fund. Appropriates funds 

I oppose this bill based on following concerns: 

1.  What studies did the State conduct in developing the proposed bill?  Did State coordinate with 

all stake holders (i.e., veterinarians, animal welfare organizations, Cat Fanciers Association 

(CFA), The International Cat Association (TICA), cat clubs, cat owners, etc.) on this 

matter?  Cat Fanciers of Hawaii club and CFA did not know about the proposed bill until it was 

introduced.    

Is the breeding permit requirement based on animal ordinance from City Of Los Angeles, which 

is known to be unfriendly to cat and dog breeders with its complicated animal ordinance?  See 

https://legislative.cfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/integrated-text-dog-breeding-permit-

moratorium-and-sec.-53.15.2.-breeding-and-transfer-of-dogs-and-cats-1.pdf.    

I recommend that State analyze the ordinance to see what can be used in Hawaii.  I think that 

State consider language similar to City of Los Angeles ordinance, to allow exception to show 

cats bred under national or international breed registry.  See following para:  

"A. The dog or cat is a breed approved by and registered with a national or international breed 

registry or association which, at a minimum, requires identification of the breed, date of birth, 

names of registered sire and dam, the name of the breeder and recordkeeping relating to 

https://legislative.cfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/integrated-text-dog-breeding-permit-moratorium-and-sec.-53.15.2.-breeding-and-transfer-of-dogs-and-cats-1.pdf
https://legislative.cfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/integrated-text-dog-breeding-permit-moratorium-and-sec.-53.15.2.-breeding-and-transfer-of-dogs-and-cats-1.pdf


https://todaysveterinarypractice.com/preventive-medicine/optimal-age-spay-neuter-cat/
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Comments:  

Please support this bill!!!! 
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Comments:  

I am so hopeful that finally we will be able to make a dent on these cat colonies and reduce 

unwanted pets. Dogs and cats were bred to be pets, and we need to be responsible caretakers and 

not abandon them to disease and homelessness. PLEASE help with spay and neutering NOW. 

The shelters are overfull, and yes, they are beginning to have to put down dogs that would have 

had a chance to be loved if we had more space and people to work with their traumas. 
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Comments:  

I have a particular interest in legislation that addresses the number of free-roaming cats in 

Hawaii.  I volunteer for Hawaiian Humane Society and for Catfriends, both of which offer low-

cost spay/neutering of free-roaming cats.  A recent survey of Oahu residents by the Humane 

Society found that the vast majority of those surveyed support TNR (trap/neuter/return) and 

spaying/neutering of unowned cats.  This has been shown to be the most effective way to control 

the free-roaming cat population.  It works much better than killing these cats.  Every female cat 

that is spayed prevents 1000 cats from being born in the next ten years.  And because TNR 

controls the cat population, it benefits wildlife.  However, at present there is a shortage of 

appointments for low-cost spay/neuter surgeries. 

  

HB364 would create state-wide spay/neuter grants to non-profit organizations that provide 

spay/neuter surgeries.  Possible sources for this funding could come from a check-off box on tax 

returns, special license plates, or the general fund.  Please support this bill. 

  

Jane E Arnold 

1763 Iwi Way 

Apt D 

Honolulu, HI. 96816 
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Comments:  

To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Susan Fukumoto, and I am submitting this testimony in strong opposition to HB364 

as it is written. 

As a lifelong cat owner and an exhibitor with the Cat Fanciers of Hawaii (CFH), I work closely 

with ethical breeders within our club, who are being unfairly included and targeted by this bill. 

The CFH operates under the governance of the Cat Fanciers' Association (CFA), an 

internationally recognized organization that has enforced rigorous breeding standards, ethical 

guidelines, and welfare protections since 1906. Responsible breeders within the CFA must 

adhere to these strict regulations to maintain a cattery in good standing. Because of these well-

established and comprehensive guidelines, additional state regulation regarding breeding cats is 

redundant and unnecessary. 

Furthermore, I have worked in the veterinary industry since 1995 and have seen firsthand the 

care, responsibility, and commitment exhibited by ethical breeders. The regulations proposed in 

HB364 would impose undue burdens on those who are already held to the highest standards 

while failing to address the root causes of irresponsible breeding and pet overpopulation. Instead 

of penalizing responsible breeders, legislative efforts should focus on education and enforcement 

against unethical, unregulated breeding practices. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to oppose HB364. Thank you for your time and 

consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Fukumoto 

309 N. Circle Makai St. 

Wahiawa, HI 96786 

808-392-4168 

Susan@lovecat.com 
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Comments:  

I support this bill. Every effort matters to eliminate our homeless cat problem. I raise 2 street cat 

rescues and 3 breed cats. I am well versed with both populations and its issues. Pet breeders 

should contribute via paid permits to each breeding animal. This added expense will moderate 

current existing cat "puppy mills" on Oahu. This added expense and paperwork will moderate 

new pet owners prior deciding to buy a pet from a breeder. We should also criminalize feeding 

street cats. My moto is NOT "Adopt Don't Shop." My moto is "Neuter then feed." Our 

community is putting too much effort feeding homeless cats, instead, the community should first 

put all efforsts neutering. It is best to starve cats than to die a birth on the streets. We have 

hundreds of of cats dying on the streets everyday. 1 adoption success meand 100 other stree 

kittens died. 

 





https://myzticcoons.com/myztic-coons-cattery-provides-community-service/
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To whom it may concern,  

My name is Robert Anthony Fisher, 91-1049 Kaihohonu Street, Ewa Beach, HI 96706.  

I am in OPPOSITION of HB364. 

As a member of the Cat Fanciers of Hawaii Club (CFH), I have relationships with the breeders in the 
club and feel that they are being unfairly targeted by the introduction of this bill. The club is 
governed by the overall Cat Fanciers Association (CFA) body that is an internationally recognized 
body. The CFA has rules, regulations, and standards that the breeders must abide by in order to 
have a cattery in good standing. Breeders do not need to be regulated by the State as well. 

I respectfully ask that you oppose HB364. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,  

Robert A. Fisher 

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 7:47:19 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marian Okada Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in OPPOSITION of HB364. 

As an exhibitor of the Cat Fanciers of Hawaii Club (CFH) cat shows. I have relationships with 

the breeders in the club and feel that they are being unfairly singled out because (i) there are not 

that many in the state of Hawaii and (ii) regarded as an easy target.  

Why should a small number of cat breeders in Hawaii be required to foot the bill for feral cat 

population control? The breeders did not create the feral cat population problem. While the feral 

cat population is indeed a problem in need of a solution, targeting a small group of cat breeders 

to pay for a state wide problem is hardly fair nor effective. In fact, it is a good example of 

misguided overreach - the only common denominator here is cats. Many of the breeders are 

devoted cat lovers and are not in the business to make money per se; there are of course costs 

involved but the breeders love what they do and there is a demand for their cats. Having said 

that, efforts should be made to solve the feral cat popluation. But penalizing cat breeders is not 

the best answer.  

The club is governed by the overall Cat Fanciers Association (CFA) body that is internationally 

recognized. The CFA has rules, regulations and standards that the breeders must abide by in 

order to have a cattery in good standing. Breeders do not need to be regulated by the state as 

well. 

I am disappointed that such a misguided bill has made it this far. A bill that Incentivize rather 

than penalize to control the feral population is a more effective course of action than a 

sledgehammer approach that requires those not responsible for creating the problem to foot the 

costs. It would be like requiring all drivers to pay a fee for the costs incurred by drunk drivers on 

the road and in public spaces.  

Respectfully ask that you oppose HB364. Mahalo for your consideration. 

Sincerely  

Marian Okada 

 



To whom it may concern,

My name is Marc Becnel. I arn in OPPOSITION of HB36/1.

As a member of the Cat Fanciers of Hawaii Club (CFH), I have relationships with the breeders in the
club and feel that they are being unfairly targeted by the introduction of this bill. The club is
governed but the overall Cat Fanciers Association (CFA) body that is an internationally recognized
body. The CFA has rules, regulations. and standards that the breeders must abide by in order to
have a cattery in good standing. Breeders do not need to be regulated by the state as well.

I respectfully ask that you oppose H8364.

Thank you tor your consideration.

Sincerely.

4.5. /-J
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To whom it may concern,

My name is Ayme Becnel. i am in OPPOSITION of H8364.

As a member of the Cat Fanoierso1'Hnvvnii Club (CFH), I have rolzitionshios with the breeders in the
club and feel that they are being unfairly targeted by the introduction of this bill. The club is
governed but the overall Cat Fanciers Association (CF/\) body that is an iriternationally recognized
body. The CFA has rules. regulations. and :;tandz.irds that the breeders must abide by in order to
have a cattery in good standing. Breeders do not need to be regulated by the state as vveil.

lresoecttuiiy ask that you oppose H8864.

Thank you tor your consideration. /__
/'/
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HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 11:35:02 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brian Kessler Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in OPPOSITION of HB364. 

While the spirit of the bill to control the pet population is with merit, adding a Cat Breeding Fee 

to this bill is not advisable nor needed. 

As an exhibitor of the Cat Fanciers of Hawaii Club (CFH) cat shows, I have relationships with 

the breeders in the Hawaii club and feel that cat breeders are being unfairly and unnecessarily 

targeted by the introduction of this bill. The club is governed by the Cat Fanciers Association 

(CFA), an internationally recognized body. The CFA has rules, regulations, and standards the 

breeders must abide by in order to have a cattery in good standing. Breeders do not need to be 

regulated by the State as well. 

I respectfully ask that you oppose HB364 as written. 

 





back if the family can no longer care for them.  Our cats are not in the feral cat population. Why 

are we being targeted in a feral cat bill?  

In conclusion, please reconsider the Breeding Cat Permit.  The cost to legitimate breeders would 

be crushing and the fees raised from it would not support any sort of effort to fund a spay/neuter 

program.  

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 1:26:13 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Heidi Schemp Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

I'm the proud cat mama of 3 kitties, all rescued from the streets of Kauai.  All of my cats are now 

100% INDOOR cats.  I prefer this due to not wanting to deal with cats fighting and because cats 

love to hunt and I don't want them hunting birds outside.  All of my cats haved been fixed and I 

passionately believe we need to take drastic measures to decrease our current cat 

population.  What we've been doing is not working.  This is a step in the right direction and I 

hope this bill passes.  

 







HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 2:33:50 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Megan Vynne Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill  

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 2:49:57 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Holly Parsons Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this measure because I'm in favor of albatross conservation. 

 





HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 3:28:02 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynn Bowen Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB364.   

  

Lynn Bowen 

Kalaheo, HI  

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 3:33:01 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kim Falinski Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hello, 

I support efforts to sterilize our cat population in hopes that it can decrease over time. Our 

seabird populations, and our monk seals, are at risk from cats.  

Thank you, 

Kim  

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 3:39:00 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marc Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We need to protect people and native wildlife from cats and their associated diseases.  

 









HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 3:49:27 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Natalie Graham-Wood Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB364 HD1. My name is Natalie Graham-Wood and I live at Sunset Beach, Oahu. 

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 3:59:30 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elena Arinaga Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this very important bill.  

 



A Cat-Borne Threat to Monk Seals
Mauka to Makai: How Toxoplasma gondii Makes Its Way  

from Mountains to Ocean

A Microscopic Parasite
Toxoplasma gondii (T. gondii)  
is a parasite that causes the  

disease toxoplasmosis. 
 

T. gondii

Develops in the Guts of Cats
T. gondii can infect any warm-blooded animal 

(including humans, birds, and seals), but it only 
reproduces in the digestive system of a cat.

Spreads Via Cat Feces
Millions of T. gondii eggs can be spread 

into the environment—surviving for many 
months—via the feces of just one cat. These eggs 
are the source of T. gondii infection in monk seals.  

It only takes one egg to cause an infection.

Travels Through Waterways 
Rainwater and runoff transport the eggs to the 

ocean through streams and gutters.

Contaminates  
Natural Resources

T. gondii  eggs contaminate 
water and soil, along with the 
plants that grow in it. Wildlife 
and livestock can consume 

the eggs and become infected. 
Even people can get infected by 
accidentally ingesting cat litter/

fecal particles or consuming 
under-cooked meat or  
unwashed produce.  

 

Exacerbated by Human Behavior
People unintentionally contribute to the spread 

of T. gondii by allowing pet cats to roam outdoors, 
abandoning unwanted cats, and not controlling feral 

cat populations.

Impacts Marine Environment
Hawaiian monk seals become infected with T. gondii 

by consuming contaminated water or prey. 







HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 4:30:13 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ellen Awai Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I stand in support of HB364.HD1 for animal population control.  I personally have had issues 

with people at my residence who pay the $5 for neutering about 20 of the feral cat population 

and are microchipped for our address.  The people who do this, bring the cats back and expect 

management to care for them, since St. Francis saved all animals and believed that they were 

here before the Franciscan Vistas was built.  These cats are sickly having to fend the weather and 

daily for their meals by these women and passerbys, since they are not trained to catch mice in 

the fields surrounding us.  They defecate all over the grounds, and the dogs who are kept inside 

or leashed were constantly blamed!  This causes issues between residents who see rental contrct 

rules being broken.   

I myself turned in a kitten I had found to Ewa Humane Society, but basically signed my life 

away if they couldn't find an owner.  The property manager here has a rule that if a cat is kept 

inside the house then you need a doctor's slip.  I did this for my service dog and would not go 

through the problems of a doctor say that I needed an Emotional Support Animal for a mental 

health issue.  To give such authority to doctors is not right, especially if the doctor or others 

do not understand HIPAA law protects consumers from medical issues.  But doctors will call the 

police to do a welfare check with a blue and white car at a senior residence, if I do not comply 

with their instructions to take medications that ruin my body organs! Gossip here spreads to this 

day! 

I found another baby kitten and nursed it back to health a couple months.  I intended on keep, 

but free neutering and microchipping are only for feral cats, otherwise it was $60.  At the time, I 

could not afford it, because my service dog needed an annual checkup the same month.  Please 

support free neutering for all cats that are found homeless in HB364 HD1.  Mahalo! 

 







HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 4:49:14 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Adrian Burke Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

Please support HB364 to help control the scourge of feral cats that devastate native wildlife in 

Hawai'i. We need to spay and neuter cats and NOT release those cats back onto the landscape. 

Our native waterbirds (ae'o, 'alae'ula, 'alae ke'oke'o, nene, koloa, kolea, etc.), seabirds ('ua'u, 'a'o, 

'ua'u kani, etc.), and songbirds are regularly killed by feral or domestic cats, and their populations 

are very much threatened in the long-term by cat predation. Cats on the landscape also spread 

toxoplasmosis, a disease which kills 'ilio-holo-i-ka-uaua (monk seals) and nene and affects 

humans as well. We ought to look to New Zealand and Australia for what to do about cats, as 

they are doing a great job: we need to eradicate them from the landscape (people can still have 

pets inside) to protect our native wildlife! HB364 is a good first step, but we need to take much 

more action including working towards complete lethal (humane) removal of cats from the 

landscape in Hawai'i. 

Mahalo nui loa for helping Hawai'i'is very unique and very endangered species! 

Adrian Burke, 'Ele'ele, Kaua'i 

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 5:08:46 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melanie Kim Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support this bill that authorizes animal country staff to create and enforce a program that 

supports responsible breeding of cats, establishes minimum requirements for breeding permits 

and penalties establishes a Spay and Neuter fund to reduce pet overpopulation.   Better regulation 

is needed for breeders to prevent pet overpopulation which is already a crisis in Hawaii.  

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 5:35:03 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alice Saul Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Am writing in support of HB364 HD1 relating to Animal Control 

Responsible breeding of cats.  Need more be said?  We have to recognize that it's time we 

had some regulation of pet breeders who can be relied upon to observe reasonable 

minimum requirements for the health and safety of animals in their care. 

It is also time to recognize that resources need to be allocated for spay and neuter 

programs to reduce overpopulation among free-roaming cats. 

Both of these will positively affect the animals, and our well-being as pet owners. 

Thank you. 

Alice Saul 

Hawaii Kai, Honolulu 

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 6:35:54 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Wood Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, I support HB547 to help address pet overpopulation in a humane way. It's so important to 

provide fudning the vets and animal welfare organizations, such as the Hawaiian Humane 

Society, who are struggling to control overpopulation in cats.  

I encourage you to pass this bill and provide the funding necessary to do this important job. 

Thank you, 

Jennifer Wood 

808-221-2779 

Nuuanu 

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 6:40:02 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Helen Josypenko Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a resident of Kaneohe, I am concerned that we are not seriously addressing cat 

overpopulation and the reproduction of free-roaming cats and Support HB 364 HD1 WITH 

AMMENDMENTS. I support requiring spay and neuter after five months of age and 

establishing a breeding permit program for responsible breeding, as well as penalties for those 

who do not follow the criteria established. However, I urge an amendment to the Bill be made 

to include funding for enforcement of Breeding Permit Violations. 

I am confident the advisory committee will ensure that the Fund is responsibly managed, 

distributing funds to organizations dedicated to reducing pet overpopulation and the number of 

free-roaming cats statewide, supporting this Bill's funding aspect. 

These monies should not be restricted from those who trap and release outdoor cats. This is 

the primary means of gaining control of our free-roaming population. 

The means to provide funds for the Special Fund provides for community involvement at all 

levels with the Optional State Income Tax Refund Tax Check-Off, Special License Plate Sales, 

and Private Donations which makes this Bill even more appealing. 

Failure to AMMEND HB 364 HD1 will result in unchecked cat overpopulation, increased 

number of abandoned (stray) cats, higher euthanasia rates, and greater strain on animal welfare 

resources. Free-Roaming cat populations will remain difficult to manage. 

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 8:46:51 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Scott Crawford Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I love cats.  

I also recognize that they are ecological menaces! Especially to our native and seabird 

populations. 

I support a requirement that all cats be spayed or neutered, with reasonable exceptions, to help 

manage the wildly out of control cat population on our island and give our native ecosystems 

some protection. 

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 9:05:43 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephanie McLaughlin Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please pass this important bill. It will help Hawaii's animals. 

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 9:25:27 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathleen M. Rex Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in full support of HB364 to include the amendments suggested by the Hawaiian Humane 

Society.  Thank you.  

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 10:23:56 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

MICHAEL ING Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 





HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 1:12:19 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patti K Individual Support 
Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha State Semators: 

I am writing to strongly support this bill (HB 364) to support only responsbile breeding, and to 

provide state funding for free /spay neuter clinic (at HHS or subsizedf private veterinarians) to 

help many colony caregivers to manage feral cat poplulation in a safe and humanel manner.  Cats 

are God's creates on earch and part of ecoocystem for thousands of years, They are neutral pest 

controls of rodents.  Working together as a coummunity, we can achieve a peaceful solution. 

Thank you for your consideration.   

Aloha, Patti Kawano 

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 3:57:33 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Chiwa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Representative Tarnas, Vice Chair Representative Poepoe and Members of the 

Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs. 

Please vote for HB 364 HD 1, which I strongly support, to reduce pet overpopulation.  Please 

also support the two amendments being asked for by the Hawaiian Humane Society which, to my 

understanding, would strengthen this bill and increase its effectiveness. 

Mahalo. 

Jennifer Chiwa  

Makiki and life long resident of Oahu  

  

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 7:08:40 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bill Dixon Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Bill Dixon, and I live with my wife in Kaneohe. We support humane living 

conditions for pets and protections for the environment against feral animals. HB364, HD1 will 

help the state provide both. 

This bill requires that cats over the age of five months be surgically sterilized, with certain 

exceptions. It also authorizes county animal control authorities to establish and enforce a permit 

program to allow the responsible breeding of cats, establishes minimum requirements for 

breeding permits and penalties, and establishes the Spay and Neuter Special Fund to reduce pet 

overpopulation, including the free-roaming cat population, and various revenue and fundraising 

sources for the special fund. 

We support the regulation of pet breeders and the funding dedicated to spay/neuter initiatives in 

this measure. We urge the committee to do the same by advancing this bill. 

 



HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 8:25:36 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erin Lamay  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill 100% 

I have purchased 2 purebred cats in the state and have watched one breeder completely go 

downhill. She has become what we would call a "backyard breeder" and has so many kittens she 

can't keep seem to keep up with them. I believe this bill will promote responsible and ethical 

breeding.  

 





HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 9:15:57 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

K Puaokamele Dizon Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My position is that HB364 is necessary to protect our manu oiwi (native birds). Our manu oiwi 

have a right to exist here in Hawaii, their one and only home. As stewards of this land, it is our 

responsibility to protect them. The feral cat population threatens the survival of our endangered 

and critically endangered manu oiwi. 

HB364 proposes a valid strategy for controlling the feral cat population. It is not the final 

solution, for feral cats are a threat to manu oiwi whether spayed and neutered or not. However, 

HB364 is an important first step toward reducing the feral cat population in the future. 

 

















HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 9:55:14 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Weslee Lawrence Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I OPPOSE this bill. It does not create a feasible plan to decrease Hawaii's feral cat population. 

Asking people to trap and fix but to NOT release a cat back into their environment only leaves 

limited options for that cat. If that cat is not "re-homeable" the only choice is to euthanize. 

Shelters, fosters and rescues are already at capacity, so where will all these street cats go if not 

released back to their communities. A TNR program is a great and much needed idea, but 

limiting it to "pet owners" and breeders (who actually DON'T contribute to the feral cat 

population) makes no sense. Those who need it most are the TNR/ foster community. Focus on 

helping them and not controlling pet owners and breeders with ridicuous fees, rules, and a 

program you cannot realistically regulate. 

 









HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 10:21:53 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lori Coad Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I fully support this bill.  It is a vital step in the right direction for the sake of Hawaii's delicate 

ecosystem.  

 





HB-364-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 11:00:43 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Danny Patino Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I OPPOSE this bill. It does not create a feasible plan to decrease Hawaii's feral cat population. 

Asking people to trap and fix but to NOT release a cat back into their environment only leaves 

limited options for that cat. If that cat is not "re-homeable" the only choice is to euthanize it as 

shelters, fosters and rescues are already at capacity; so where will all these street cats go if not 

released back to their communities. The problem is that we are looking at the feral cat population 

as pets, when they should be considered vermin. A kitten released back into the community 

might live another 15 yrs where it can wreak havoc on our native wildlife. A statewide time 

limited culling might be a more effective option. Breeders and responsible pet owners are not the 

problem. You need to educate the public about the hazards of allowing free roaming cats in the 

community and its impact on the environment. Breeders require their homed animals to be in-

door cats only. Buyers do not invest money just to allow the animal to free roam and potentially 

get hurt or perish. This bill seems to target the wrong people.I OPPOSE this bill. It does not 

create a feasible plan to decrease Hawaii's feral cat population. Asking people to trap and fix but 

to NOT release a cat back into their environment only leaves limited options for that cat. If that 

cat is not "re-homeable" the only choice is to euthanize it as shelters, fosters and rescues are 

already at capacity; so where will all these street cats go if not released back to their 

communities. The problem is that we are looking at the feral cat population as pets, when they 

should be considered vermin. A kitten released back into the community might live another 15 

yrs where it can wreak havoc on our native wildlife. A statewide time limited culling might be a 

more effective option. Breeders and responsible pet owners are not the problem. You need to 

educate the public about the hazards of allowing free roaming cats in the community and its 

impact on the environment. Breeders require their homed animals to be in-door cats only. Buyers 

do not invest money just to allow the animal to free roam and potentially get hurt or perish. This 

bill seems to target the wrong people. 
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Comments:  

This excellent bill will reduce the pet overpopulation, including free roaming cats. It will reduce 

diseases and their spread to other animals, including monk seals. Please move this bill forward. 

 





To whom it may concern, 

My name is Allycia Watanabe. I am in OPPOSITION of HB364. 

As a civil servant currently under the Department of Health and a foster volunteer for the Hawaiian 
Humane Society specializing in neonate kittens, I have firsthand experience of the impact of cat 
overpopulation and understand the intent behind HB 364. However, I strongly believe that a more 
balanced, community-driven approach would be far more effective than a broad sterilization mandate.  

Along with serving my community as a foster to orphan kittens, I am a member of the Cat Fanciers of 
Hawaii (CFH) Association. The CFA has played a significant role in promoting responsible cat breeding 
and working to curb overpopulation through strict regulations, breeder accountability, and community 
outreach. CFA enforces strict breeding standards for catteries registered under its organization. Breeders 
must provide proper veterinary care, maintain clean and humane living conditions, and follow responsible 
breeding practices that prioritize genetic health and temperament over quantity. To remain in good 
standing, a cattery must uphold CFA’s ethical guidelines, which include socializing kittens before 
placement, placing them in appropriate homes, and ensuring that cats are not sold to pet stores, brokers, or 
unethical mass breeders. Additionally, breeders are encouraged to include spay/neuter clauses in pet 
contracts to prevent uncontrolled reproduction among non-breeding pets.  

CFA enforces strict breeding standards for catteries registered under its organization. Breeders must 
provide proper veterinary care, maintain clean and humane living conditions, and follow responsible 
breeding practices that prioritize genetic health and temperament over quantity. To remain in good 
standing, a cattery must uphold CFA’s ethical guidelines, which include socializing kittens before 
placement, placing them in appropriate homes, and ensuring that cats are not sold to pet stores, brokers, or 
unethical mass breeders. Additionally, breeders are encouraged to include spay/neuter clauses in pet 
contracts to prevent uncontrolled reproduction among non-breeding pets. 

Beyond breeder regulations, CFA also contributes to overpopulation reduction by promoting spay/neuter 
awareness. The organization supports early spay/neuter programs and has helped develop policies that 
encourage sterilization for pet-quality kittens before they are placed in homes. Additionally, CFA has been 
involved in educational outreach, partnering with shelters and rescue groups to educate the public on 
responsible cat ownership, the importance of adoption, and the impact of overpopulation. Some CFA-
affiliated clubs even organize low-cost spay/neuter clinics and adoption events to directly assist 
communities with managing stray and abandoned cat populations. 

By enforcing responsible breeding standards, supporting sterilization initiatives, and advocating for public 
education, CFA helps ensure that purebred cats are bred ethically while also addressing the larger issue of 
feline overpopulation. Instead of blanket sterilization mandates that may disproportionately affect 
responsible pet owners, CFA’s approach demonstrates that education, ethical breeding, and community-
based initiatives can lead to more sustainable and humane solutions. Breeders who maintain CFA-
recognized catteries already adhere to stringent ethical and health standards, making additional state 
regulations unnecessary and punitive. 

While responsible population control is necessary, imposing strict regulations on pet owners and ethical 
breeders alike may have unintended consequences, including financial burdens, bureaucratic red tape, and 
potential health risks for young kittens subjected to early sterilization. Furthermore, early sterilization at 
three months can negatively impact a kitten’s physical development, hormonal balance, and immune 
system, leading to long-term health issues.  



Instead of a strict mandate, the state should invest in expanding Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) programs with 
adequate funding and volunteer support to create managed cat colonies, where sterilized and vaccinated 
cats are monitored to prevent uncontrolled breeding while addressing environmental concerns. 
Additionally, incentivized spay/neuter programs offering free or low-cost services, tax incentives for 
responsible pet owners, and accessible sterilization resources would be far more effective in curbing 
overpopulation without penalizing responsible owners. Strengthening public education efforts through 
partnerships with schools and community groups, promoting responsible pet ownership, and engaging 
businesses in sterilization and adoption sponsorships can create a culture of responsibility and 
compassion. Moreover, targeted efforts to protect native wildlife could focus on promoting safe outdoor 
enclosures, enforcing supervised outdoor time in vulnerable areas, and funding research into innovative 
feline contraceptive vaccines as a long-term solution. Rather than an enforcement-heavy policy that may 
disproportionately burden pet owners and ethical breeders while failing to address the root causes of 
overpopulation, I urge lawmakers to consider a comprehensive, community-driven strategy that 
prioritizes humane and sustainable solutions.  

For these reasons, I respectfully ask that you oppose HB 364. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Allycia Watanabe  
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Comments:  

Given the large overpopulation issue we face, controlling breeding is imperative.  Requiring 
spay/neuter is very important and having the special fund to help people in this work is 
necessary. Please consider this needs to be applicable to TNR animals too!  Additionally, without 
a means to enforce it, it greatly lessons any meaningful impact.   
  

mahalo! 
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Comments:  

Please vote to approve the Spay and Neuter Special Fund to reduce pet 
overpopulation and the reproduction of free-roaming cats and various revenue and 
fundraising sources for the special fund. My family and I strongly support grants 
to organizations that spay/neuter pet animals and/or free-roaming cats, because it 
will  reduce overpopulation across the board. 
Mahalo! 
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Comments:  

I support bill HB364, requiring that cats over the age of three months be surgically sterilized. 
This bill will reduce the HUGE number of feral cats on the islands. Those cats prey on and 
spread disease to rare native wildlife.  This bill will help reduce suffering overall.  
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Comments:  

I strongly support the mandatory sterilization of cats, pet and feral alike.  In the 24 years that I 
have lived on Maui I have seen the number of cats loose on the streets, in our forests and at the 
humane society, soar.  Every year there are more.  We have animal welfare groups that oppose 
the euthanasia of even homeless cats, so we must begin to reduce their overall numbers 
somehow..  A realistic way of doing this is to spay and neuter all cats that come into contact with 
a veterinarian, an animal shelter, or a no-kill facility.   CATS are descimating our bird 
populations.  

PLEASE support this legislation. Thank-you. 

Bobbie Becker 
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Comments:  

I am a breeder and a member of the Cat Fancier's of Hawaii and oppose this bill as currently 
written.  I appreciate the effort to introduce measures that will help in controlling the feral cat 
population in Hawaii and personally managed a feral colony of cat's on the island, the colony I 
managed started with a population of over 120 cats and we worked to reduce this number to 63, 
over a 6 year period using Trap, Neuter, Release & Managed measures.  I completely understand 
the need to get this issue under control in Hawaii, for this reason I support the intent of the 
bill.   That said, I oppose the restrictions that will be place on responsible breeders and member in 
good standing with Cat Fancier's or Americia and Cat Fanciers of Hawaii.  We as members are al 
subject to restrictions and ruled imposed by CFA as responsible breeders.  Yet, the measures 
being proposed limiting breeders to the number of times they can breed a cat or age limits as well 
as exhorbitant feese for permits annually is unjust.  There are a only about 12 to 15 CFA 
recognized reeders at any given time in Hawaii, each breeder may maintain from 3 to 5 active 
breeding cats, the fees you would accumulate from these breeders are inconsequential in the face 
of the problem  and create a burden on the breeders who already are paying large ampounts to 
import new cats for breeding purposes.  Responsible breeders are placing cats with applicants 
that are carfully screened and no cat I have ever placed has been allowed to roam free or 
reproduce amongst the feral population.  I can account for every cat I have ever rehomed in 
Hawaii and none have ever contributed to the feral population.  I also oppose the mandatory spay 
and neuter of our pedigreed cats at the age of 3 months, as vetranarians have previously testified, 
early spay or neuter of the cats can lead to negative impacts on the devlopementy of the urinary 
tract and some cats are prone to issue effecting their urinary tract health, therefor I encourage 
perspectve owners to wait to 6 to 8 months of age to spay and nueter.  As a breeder, once I 
receive proof of spay or neuter, then and only then do I release ownership to the cat in 
question.  We ensure that the cats we place are not used for reproduction unless authorized by the 
breeder.  CFGA guidelines state that a female should not produce more that 3 litters in a 24 
month period, queens should not be bred beyond 7 years of age and males should be screened as 
they age for health before continuing breeding.  There is no reason a healthy female cannot 
breede until age 6 to 7 and a male in good health until age 9 to 10, limiting this places a burden 
on the breeders and also requires we bring even more cats into Hawaii for breeding purposes and 
retiring cats senselessly at a young age.  Likewise, due to the climate in Hawaii our females are 
cycling continuously in and out of heat and not breeding could place tham at risk for pyometra, a 
potentiually life threatening condition.  No breeder in Hawaii is profiting from their breeding 
programs it is a passion, not a business.  I personally was auditied by rthe state when I attempted 
to claim my cattery as a business and after three years of showing losses, was informed that it 
was not a business but was a hobby and thus fined by the state for back taxes and penalties.  Yet, 
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now that state intends to punish me again for helping in maintaining an endangered cat breed, 
less than 200 cats of my breed type were registered within CFA globally last year.  Every breeder 
I work with is recognized as a responsible breeder and abides by the rules and guideline imposed 
by CFA.  The bottom line is that CFA recognized responsible breeders are not contributing to the 
feral cat population in Hawaii, we all are not gaining income from this endeavor and the state 
imposing unresonable fees and limits on us will only lead to many breeders losing the ability tp 
continue to breed pedigreed cats that so many people desire.  Do not punish those that are 
already practicing good standards and are also involved with helping control the feral population 
out of their own pockets.  
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Comments:  

To whom it may concern,  

  

My name  Patricia Harnish.   I am in OPPOSITION of HB364. 

As an exhibitor of the Cat Fanciers of Hawaii Club (CFH) cat shows, I have relationships with 
the breeders in the club and feel that they are being unfairly targeted by the introduction of this 
bill. The club is governed but the overall Cat Fanciers Association (CFA) body that is an 
internationally recognized body. The CFA has rules, regulations, and standards that the breeders 
must abide by in order to have a cattery in good standing. Breeders do not need to be regulated 
by the state as well. 

I respectfully ask that you oppose HB364. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia Harnish 
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https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/legislature/memberpage.aspx?member=135&year=2025
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Comments:  

I strongly support mandatory pet cat sterilization. Hawaii is experiencing a cat overpopulation 
crisis, and this legislation is an essential solution to protecting cats, wildlife, and 
communities.  We in Hawaii have an especially serious problem with the loss of our native 
birds.  Taking strong steps to reduce cat numbers will go a long way to help our native birds. 

Mahalo. 

Kathy Shimata 

Honolulu.  96822 

 

poepoe2
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-364-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2025 8:18:07 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ian W Cole Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

  

I am in strong support of HB364.  A concerted effort must be made to cotrol the overpopulation 
of cats envading our public spaces, leaving there waste, creating feeding litter, endangering our 
wildlife and trespassing on private lands when freeroaming. 

Thank you 
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Comments:  

Please support this bill 
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sterilization funding source for low-income families should not be opposed. This limitation will 
ensure that low-income community members can access free spay/neuter services for their 
owned cats, and that conservation groups opposed to TNR continue supporting this bill.  

Please support HB364 and consider my proposed amendments. 

Mahalo nui for your consideration, 

Emily Sarasa 
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