
   
 

   
 

 
 
 

JOSH GREEN, M.D. 
GOVERNOR 

 
SYLVIA LUKE 
LT. GOVERNOR 

 

  
 
 

DEAN MINAKAMI 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 
 

 

 STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM  

HAWAII HOUSING FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
677 QUEEN STREET, SUITE 300 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 
FAX: (808) 587-0600 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Statement of 
DEAN MINAKAMI 

Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation 
Before the 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 
February 11, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. 

State Capitol, Room 329 

In consideration of 
H.B. 1325 HD1 

RELATING TO HOUSING. 

Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and members of the Committee.   

HHFDC supports HB 1325 HD1, which requires developers developing an affordable 
housing project under HHFDC to assist certain tenants who are subject to displacement 
or eviction by the proposed project by: granting those tenants the right of first refusal of 
a comparable unit in the housing project at an affordable rate; establishing a fund to 
provide relocation benefits and offer assistance; providing information, either directly or 
through a contracted service, on how to obtain assistance and exercise the right of first 
refusal; and establishing procedures to track and maintain communication with those 
tenants. 

HHFDC typically requires developers to provide relocation assistance if their project 
causes displacement, and this bill establishes a standard that all projects must meet. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 





 
Hawai‘i YIMBY 

Honolulu, HI 96814 
hawaiiyimby.org 

info@hawaiiyimby.org 
 

February 11, 2025 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Hawai‘i State Capitol 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
 

RE: SUPPORT for HB 1325 HD1 - RELATING TO HOUSING 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

 

On behalf of Hawai‘i YIMBY, we are writing in support of HB 1325 HD1 which would 

require assistance to tenants who are displaced by an affordable housing project. Our 

housing shortage is severe and will require us to redevelop many existing residential areas 

into more dense residential uses. However, in the process of redeveloping existing homes, 

we must ensure that those who currently live there are treated fairly, equitably and are 

allowed the opportunity to return to their community. 

We believe in increasing housing stability. This involves protecting existing tenants from 

displacement and minimizing the effects when their home is redeveloped into more 

housing. We support the main points of this bill: (1) To give displaced tenants the right of 

first refusal and to return to a comparable unit at an affordable rate or provide relocation 

assistance to those displaced; (2) Ensure adequate education and communication about 

the existing tenant’s rights during this process and the progress of the redevelopment. 

To emphasize, existing tenants should be offered the right of first refusal to a comparable 

unit in the new development. Every effort should be made to ensure the existing resident 

is offered the opportunity to return and can afford to do so. 

Whatever the mechanism that ensures the existing tenant is able to afford to return, it is 

especially important that an existing tenant is never put in the position where they return 

to a comparable unit and will pay more than 30% of their income.  
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Hawai‘i YIMBY 

Honolulu, HI 96814 
hawaiiyimby.org 

info@hawaiiyimby.org 
 

Hawai‘i YIMBY (Yes In My Backyard) is a volunteer-led grassroots advocacy organization 

dedicated to supporting bold and effective solutions for Hawai‘i’s devastating housing 

crisis. Our members are deeply concerned about Hawai‘i’s chronic and worsening housing 

shortage, which has caused home prices to rise much faster than incomes and pushes 

thousands of kamaʻāina out to the mainland or into homelessness every single year. 

We ask your support for this bill. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

 

Sincerely, 

Damien Waikoloa 

Chapter Lead, Hawai‘i YIMBY 

 

Edgardo Díaz Vega 

Chapter Lead, Hawai‘i YIMBY 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB1325 HD1, RELATING TO HOUSING  
 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
February 11, 2025 

 
 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & 
Commerce committee: 
 
The Democratic Party of Hawai’i SUPPORTS HB1325 HD1, RELATING TO HOUSING. 
Pursuant to the Platform of the Democratic Party of Hawai’i, the Party supports policies that 
preserve housing for residents, including the expansion of tenant protections. 
 
In the process of developing or redeveloping affordable housing projects under the Hawaii 
Housing Finance & Development Corporation, existing tenants can be evicted or displaced. 
When that happens, tenants must have rights and protections in place to ensure that they 
remain housed or can relocate to new housing with as little disruption as possible in the lives of 
tenants and their families. The stability and community that housing brings must not be taken 
lightly. The Democratic Party of Hawaii supports public resources going towards meaningfully 
addressing the uncertainty that displaced/evicted tenants might have to face.  
 
Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify in Support of HB1325 HD1, RELATING TO 
HOUSING. Should you have any questions or require further information, please contact the 
Democratic Party of Hawai’i at legislation@hawaiidemocrats.org. 
 
 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF HAWAIʻI 
PO Box 2041 ● Honolulu, HI 96805 ● www.hawaiidemocrats.org 









 
 
 
 

Testimony of the Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice 
Support for HB 1325 HD1 – Relating to Housing 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at 2:00 PM Conf. Rm. 329  and via Videoconference 

 
 

Dear Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Committee Members: 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of HB1325 HD1, which establishes a 
method of  stabilizing residents who may be displaced by new 201H projects which may cause 
the displacement of residents. This thoughtful legislation creates a framework that addresses 
both our urgent need for new affordable housing, addresses community concern of new 
developments, while protecting our existing communities and their residents. 

One of the primary concerns raised by community members about new housing development is 
the displacement of current residents and the disruption of established neighborhood bonds. 
This bill directly addresses these valid concerns by creating a clear process for displaced 
residents to return to their communities once development is complete. By guaranteeing 
residents the right of first refusal for comparable units at affordable rates, the bill ensures that 
new development serves both current and future residents of our communities. 

The bill's provisions for relocation assistance and ongoing communication demonstrate a 
commitment to treating displaced residents with dignity and respect throughout the development 
process. The requirement to establish a fund providing at least three months' worth of relocation 
benefits will help ease the financial burden of temporary displacement, while the mandated 
communication procedures will help residents stay informed and connected to their community 
during the transition. 

These protective measures transform what could be a traumatic displacement into a structured, 
supported transition with a clear path back to the community. This approach helps build trust 
between developers and residents, potentially reducing opposition to much-needed 
housing development projects. 

Moreover, research from UCLA Lewis Center conducted a study on common rhetoric in 
opposition to new development and found that often the argument is distilled down to opposition 
to the developers themselves, not necessarily the development1. Despite evidence to the 
contrary that new development actually slows the increase of housing cost in the area at scale 
and lowers displacement through providing more housing options2, the feeling of change and 
actual displacement can lead to larger neighborhood opposition to new developments. This 

2 https://escholarship.org/content/qt7bx938fx/qt7bx938fx.pdf  

1 
https://www-tandfonline-com.eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/doi/full/10.1080/07352166.2019.1623684#d1
e127  

https://escholarship.org/content/qt7bx938fx/qt7bx938fx.pdf
https://www-tandfonline-com.eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/doi/full/10.1080/07352166.2019.1623684#d1e127
https://www-tandfonline-com.eres.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/doi/full/10.1080/07352166.2019.1623684#d1e127


 
 
 
 

Testimony of the Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice 
Support for HB 1325 HD1 – Relating to Housing 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at 2:00 PM Conf. Rm. 329  and via Videoconference 

 
 
legislation builds on a model for redevelopment that acknowledges the human impact of 
housing construction while still moving forward with crucial affordable housing projects. By 
ensuring that current residents have the option to return to these new developments, we can 
build more housing while preserving the social fabric that makes our neighborhoods strong and 
resilient. 

HB1325 HD1 addresses both our critical need for more affordable housing and our obligation to 
protect vulnerable residents who might otherwise be displaced without support or recourse. It 
represents a thoughtful solution that allows us to grow our housing supply while maintaining the 
stability and cohesion of our existing communities. 

We urge you to support this important legislation that will help us build a more inclusive and 
equitable housing future for Hawaii. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 



 
 

Testimony of Lahaina Strong  
Before the House Committee on  

Consumer Protection and Commerce 
 

In Consideration of House Bill No. 1325 HD1  
RELATING TO HOUSING 

To Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and the honorable members of the committee,  

We are writing on behalf of Lahaina Strong, an organization deeply rooted in our 
community’s resilience and advocacy. Originally formed in 2018 following the Hurricane 
Lane fire in Lahaina and revitalized after the devastating fires of August 8, 2023, Lahaina 
Strong has become the largest grassroots, Lahaina-based community organization, with 
over 35,000 supporters. Our mission is to amplify local voices and champion 
community-driven solutions, which are more critical than ever as we continue rebuilding 
and recovering. 

Lahaina Strong, stands in full support of House Bill 1325 HD1, which requires 
developers developing an affordable housing project under HHFDC to assist certain 
tenants who are subject to displacement or eviction by the proposed project. This bill is 
a critical measure to prevent displacement and protect our community. Too often, 
redevelopment pushes longtime residents out, replacing affordable homes with projects 
that no longer serve the people who need them most. This bill helps ensure that new 
housing benefits the community, not just developers. 

By requiring developers to offer displaced tenants a right of first refusal at comparable 
rents or provide meaningful relocation assistance, this bill creates essential safeguards 
for renters. It also holds developers accountable by ensuring they maintain 
communication with tenants throughout the process. These protections are especially 
crucial now, as many of our families are still struggling to find stable housing. 

We respectfully urge the support of House Bill 1325 HD1 to strengthen protections for 
tenants so that rebuilding truly serves the people who call Hawai‘i home. 



Mahalo for your attention to this critical matter.  

Sincerely, 

Lahaina Strong 



!

HB1325 HD1 RELATING TO HOUSING 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Feb. 11, 2:00pm, Room 329 

Aloha mai e Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair and members of the Committee:  

The Medical-Legal Partnership for Children in Hawai"i provides free, direct legal services 
to patients in community health settings. Many of our clients are low-income tenants 
and tenants in public housing projects.  We testify in STRONG SUPPORT for HB1325 HD1, 
and offer some amendments to further strengthen the law to protect local families from 
permanent displacement.  

Currently, there are almost no clear and enforceable state level displacement 
protections for tenants in projects that are being re-developed under state funded 
government schemes.  Public Housing tenants, representing our most low-income and 
needy families at 30% AMI who are displaced to make way for "new" affordable 
housing redevelopment by private developers are left to cite promises made in funding 
documents and hope that they can return to their community. This has been made 
abundantly clear in the redevelopment of K!hi" Park Terrace low-rise, where a private 
developer is implementing a $200M+ project that will displace hundreds of current 
tenants -- tenants who are a month away from being forced to move, and many of 
whom have no clear options for housing despite assurances that they would receive 
relocation assistance and the right to return.1  
 
Other jurisdictions, such as the State of Georgia’s Department of Community Affairs, 
equivalent to our HHFDC, provides clear relocation plans, engagement, and assistance 
to ensure their most needy state residents are not left beyond by new ‘affordable 
housing’ developments2. Most importantly, they have clear enforceable penalties for 
developers who do not provide the assistance. 
 
As our state moves to implement and build affordable housing – increasingly through 
public-private partnerships similar to the privatization and redevelopment of K!hi" Park 
Terrace low-rise – new laws must be enacted to protect displacement of local tenant 
families. Without HB1325 HD1, our displaced local families are forced to compete just to 
return to a community they lived in for generations. HB1325 HD1 is needed to make 
clear that developers receiving state government subsidies must take the time to 
ensure that displaced families receive services, and a clear and operationalized right to 
return to the project in their community first.  
 

!
1 Dillon Ancheta, “‘Help us’: Public housing redevelopment forces 60 Kalihi tenants to relocate,” 
available at https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2025/01/24/public-housing-redevelopment-
forces-60-kalihi-tenants-relocate/ 
2 See Georgia Department of Community Affairs available at: 
https://dca.georgia.gov/affordable-housing/housing-development/housing-tax-credit-
program/qualified-allocation-plans-and-12 



!

To further strengthen and clarify the projects for which this applies, I offer the following 
new amendments. 
 
Amendment 1: 
Clarify the record keeping and compliance monitoring of the relocation plan, similar to 
requirements established in other jurisdictions.3  
 
“(iv)  Establish procedures to track and maintain communication 
with displaced or evicted tenants starting prior to the 120 days 
notice to vacate, maintain throughout the entire construction, 
and then offer and implement the right of return to tenants, 
ending only when all displaced tenants have either declined or 
exercised the right to return and are considered relocated only 
when moved into the new project.!A record of copies and records 
of communications with/sent to residents (e.g., certified 
mailing)and all notices (as applicable) displaying the person’s 
name and mailing address, evidence of delivery by certified or 
registered first class mail, return receipt requested, or 
certification of hand delivery shall be maintained; A record of 
dates of personal contacts and advisory services provided shall 
be maintained.  
 
Amendment 2: 
Clarify enforcement abilities should developers not comply, similar to other jurisdictions. 
 
(3) If at any point the developer does not comply with 
these requirements, the HHFDC shall: 
(i) Delay or Fail threshold review of the developer's 
application for funding; 
(ii) Halt relocation until non-compliance is cured; 
(iii) Withhold disbursements of program funds until non-
compliance is cured; or 
(iv) Deem the developer ineligible to participate in all HHDFC 
programs in one or more future years.” 
 
Accordingly I respectfully ask that you PASS HB1325 HD1 and consider the proposed 
amendments modeled from other jurisdictions.  

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony in support.   

Deja Ostrowski, Esq.  
Medical-Legal Partnership for Children in Hawai"i 
808-728-0004; dejao@hawaii.edu 

!
3 See Georgia Department of Community Affairs Relocation Manual, available at: 
https://dca.georgia.gov/document/qualified-allocation-plans-
qaps/2024relocationmanualpdf/download 
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February 11, 2025

Hawai‘i State House of Representatives
Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce
Rep. Scot Z. Matayoshi, Chair
Rep. Cory M. Chun, Vice Chair

RE: STRONG SUPPORT for H.B. 1325 Relating to Housing

Dear Chair Rep. Matayoshi, Vice-Chair Rep. Chun, and Members of the Committee on Consumer
Protection and Commerce:

The Hawaii Workers Center (HWC) envisions a Hawaii in which all workers are empowered to
exercise their right to organize for their social, economic and political well-being.
It is a resource of information, education, training and organizing for Hawaii's workers.

The HWC stands in strong support of H.B. 1325 which requires developers developing an
affordable housing project under HHFDC to assist certain tenants who are subject to displacement
or eviction by the proposed project by: 1. granting those tenants the right of first refusal of a
comparable unit in the housing project at an affordable rate or establishing a fund to provide
relocation benefits and offer assistance; 2. providing information, either directly or through a
contracted service, on how to obtain assistance and exercise the right of first refusal; and 3.
establishing procedures to track and maintain communication with those tenants.

Our primary office is currently located in the Towers of Kuhio Park, a large public housing
complex here on Oahu. While the buildings are greatly in need of repair, the people that call them
home are at the heart of the working class community of Kalihi. Many come from immigrant and
migrant backgrounds and most have called this place home for years. Currently, there is a strong
sense of uncertainty and fear as many are now forced to find alternative housing while the
redevelopment is underway. We continue to hear from residents, some requiring reasonable
accommodations due to a disability, unable to find alternative housing. As the deadline to move
out looms, the question remains as to where will residents go? 

We believe H.B. 1325 will help avoid the consequences of such a scenario and will provide much
needed relief to tenants now and in the future. Thank you for your willingness to support this
important measure.

Sincerely, 

Sergio Alcubilla
Executive Director
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HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 1:44:31 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maui Housing Hui Maui Housing Hui Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We are in support of this measure. 
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HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/7/2025 7:33:16 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laura Ellen Maile 

Pokipala 
Individual Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The stress and grief that is happening at the KPT redevelopment project is uncalled for.  When 

the residents at the Kuhio Park low-rise asked for a written guarantee to be able to return to the 

new building that would be taking the place of their neglected homes of 40 years, they were told 

that HUD does not require a written agreement, but out of the kindnest of their hearts they would 

make it happen.  A formal agreement does not seem like a difficult tasks, and it should be 

required for any future redevelopment projects for our most neediest residents. 

 





HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/9/2025 10:46:11 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

mary drayer Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

support this and all efforts to assist those struggling with secure housing. 

mahalo  

 









HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/9/2025 11:30:29 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keila Paahana Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in support of House Bill 1325 HD1, which ensures that tenants displaced by new 

housing developments have real protections. 

 











HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/9/2025 1:49:29 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lana Rose Olson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please protect tenant's rights in Hawaii and support this bill.  

  

 









HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/9/2025 9:06:14 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kazuo Flores Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

I'm in full support of Bill HB1325 HD1 

 







HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 6:39:30 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cardenas Pintor Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

I support this bill. 

Mahalo nui, 

Cardenas (Cards) Pintor 

 





HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 6:47:00 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karen J Comcowich Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

Please support of House Bill 1325 HD1 to ensure that tenants displaced by new housing 

developments have protections and an opportunity to stay in their community. 

Offering displaced tenants a right of first refusal at comparable rents or providing meaningful 

relocation assistance ensures developers keep tenants informed and prioritized throughout the 

process. 

This bill helps ensure that new housing benefits the current residents, and protects Hawaii's 

families from being priced out of their communities. 

Mahalo for your time, 

Karen Comcowich  

Lahaina, HI 

 



HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 7:15:57 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth ray Individual Support In Person 

 

 

Comments:  

I support ensuring all dislocated Hawaiian residents get housing priority and developers must 

work with community to ensure the greater benefit for the local Hawaiian residents 

 



HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 7:37:19 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nathan Brown Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the committee. I strongly support this bill, which 

ensures that tenants displaced by affordable housing projects under HHFDC are treated with 

dignity and fairness. By granting tenants the right of first refusal for comparable units and 

providing relocation assistance, this bill prioritizes the needs of vulnerable communities and 

helps prevent homelessness. It also establishes clear procedures to keep tenants informed and 

supported throughout the process, fostering trust and accountability. This measure strikes a 

balance between development and compassion, and I urge your support for its passage. Mahalo 

for your commitment to equitable housing solutions. 

 









HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 8:55:02 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lana Albright  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

SUPPORT for House Bill 1325 HD1 

I am writing in support of House Bill 1325 HD1, which will ensure that tenants displaced by new 

housing developments have real protections. 

We have seen big delvelopers with big money and lawyers  move and act freely changing 

numbers and literature of proposed delvelopments and this is never in favor of residents or 

community.  

Please support this bill so residents have a chance to live and thrive in their own home.  

  

Lana Albright  

 





HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 10:26:54 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diliaur Tellei Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support this bill and urge the committee to pass it. We need to do everything possible 

to avoid permanently displacing community members for the purpose of developing new 

housing, and especially for the development of new affordable housing which would be the 

saddest of ironies. This bill levels the playing field by providing more legal options for tenants 

and promotes stability in our community. 

 



https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2025/01/24/public-housing-redevelopment-forces-60-kalihi-tenants-relocate/
https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2025/01/24/public-housing-redevelopment-forces-60-kalihi-tenants-relocate/
https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/hhfdc/files/2024/01/2024-0111-III.D.-Kuhio-Park-Low-Rise-Homes-Redevelopment-Phase-1_RHRF-Award-SECURED.pdf
https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/hhfdc/files/2024/01/2024-0111-III.D.-Kuhio-Park-Low-Rise-Homes-Redevelopment-Phase-1_RHRF-Award-SECURED.pdf
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- Requiring developers to offer the right to return to local communities displaced by development 

projects means we are making sure proposed affordable housing projects serve local families 

who have often lived in the area for generations. 

  

- These protections will also ensure that new redevelopments in places affected by disaster do 

not permanently displace local residents. 

Sincerely, 

Gloria Spondike 

 



HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 12:00:42 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lauralee Dice Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB 1325. There's a lot of development happening that proposes "Affordable housing" 

but at the end of the day it doesn't benefit the actual residents who were originally living there 

and most times lead to displacement from place and home. HB 1325 will ensure that local people 

get treated with the dignity, care and compassion that they deserve above profits.  

  

Mahalo, 

Lauralee Dice 

1479 Thurston Ave #201 

Honolulu, HI 96822 
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HB 1325 Relating to Housing 
Feb. 11, 2025 
 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and members of the Committee: 
  
My name is Joyce Martin, and I am writing in STRONG support of HB 1325 to ensure that 
there is protection for families, a clear process for the right to return, and individualized 
relocation services. 
 
Stories are key components when shaping policies! I implore the committee to pay attention to 
the families enduring uncertain times and potentially facing displacement without support. 
Relocation forces families to adapt to new communities, resources, schools, and jobs. Those with 
a deep-rooted history in Kalihi perceive the area as their home. A childhood friend of mine 
shares that KPT has been her home since she moved away from Guam. For her, living at KPT 
gives her and her children hope that life will be alright. Despite the negative stereotypes 
portrayed against KPT, the family finds peace and solidarity within the community. 
 

Mahalo for keeping HB 1325 in your mind and heart as the committee creates conversation 
regarding a safe space for KPT’s keikis and kupunas! 

 
 

 
Joyce M. Martin 
Honolulu 
joeezmartin@gmail.com 

HB 1325 Relating to Housing 
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Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lauren Carson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I STRONGLY SUPPORT HB1325. 

Having witnessed the lack of communication between developers and our local communities, I 

believe this bill is essential to protect vulnerable families. 
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Submitted on: 2/10/2025 3:51:42 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Safia Gravel  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Support 
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HB-1325-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 8:42:46 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kyle Burchard Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of HB1325. While it is essential to continue the development of 

affordable housing in Hawaii, this bill recognizes the importance of protecting communities from 

displacement caused by redevelopment. It seeks to balance the need for new housing with 

safeguards for vulnerable populations who risk losing their homes. By preventing unnecessary 

displacement, this bill will help ensure that housing projects benefit local residents without 

exacerbating social instability. This thoughtful approach will help build both more homes and 

stronger, resilient communities. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 
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HB-1325-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 8:59:24 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/11/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Pearl Sheck Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY SUPPORT HB1325 to protect our local families. 

As leaders, it is our responsibilities to protect our families from the politics of companies and 
individuals simply trying to make a profit. Yes, I strongly agree that "housing" is one of the big 
problems in Hawaii and we do need affordable housing but not at the expense of families that 
have lived in the community for generations. Yes we need change and we need redevelopment 
but WE need to do it the right way. We need this law change to ensure the PROTECTION of our 
tenants because the private companies and redevelopers can agree and promise certain things but 
turn around find loopholes to achieve their quota but the tenants and long-time residents are the 
ones facing the consequences of it.  

We need this law change to hold the private companies accountable by providing clear process 
for right to return, individualized relocation services and most importantly protect our people and 
the future generation. These protections will also ensure that new redevelopments in places 
affected by disaster do not permanently displace local residents.  
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