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Department's Position:
The Hawai'i State Department of Education (Department) respectfully provides comments on HB 
1118, HD1, which proposes to repeal non-medical exemptions to immunization requirements for 
school attendance in Hawai'i.

The Department defers to the Department of Health (DOH) on public health and safety matters and is 
committed to maintaining a safe, healthy, and accessible learning environment. Immunization 
requirements help protect school communities, and if the DOH determines that revoking exemptions 
is necessary due to increased health risks, the Department will comply to safeguard students and 
staff.

The Department recognizes that changes to exemption policies may impact families with religious 
objections to vaccination, potentially affecting the educational access for some students. Any decision 
on these changes will require careful consideration by the DOH and legislature. The Department 
remains committed to balancing public health and educational access for all students.

The provision on page 4, lines 3-7, which ensures that students qualifying for an Individualized 
Education Program under federal and state law are able to access special education services, is 



appreciated. Should the measure move forward, the Department respectfully requests the following 
revision for the purpose of clarity:
Page 4, line 8: amend as Òfor an individualized education [action] program pursuant toÓ.

The Department remains committed to promoting inclusive policies that ensure all students have 
access to quality education. We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments and look forward to 
continued collaboration to support the diverse needs of students in Hawai'i.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.
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potentially fatal to children who attend school.  While immunizations reduce risk of severe 1 

illness for everyone, this trend is especially concerning for students with medical conditions 2 

who are unable to be immunized and who must rely on their vaccinated peers to prevent the 3 

introduction of vaccine preventable diseases in their schools.   4 

All 50 U.S. states including Hawaii currently have school entry vaccination requirements. This 5 

measure does not alter which vaccines are required for school entry in Hawaii. Of note, neither 6 

COVID-19 nor influenza vaccines are required for school entry in Hawaii. What this measure 7 

does is remove non-medical exemptions to existing school vaccination requirements. There are 8 

5 states that only allow medical exemptions to their vaccination requirements: California, 9 

Connecticut, Maine, New York, and West Virginia.  10 

The elimination of non-medical exemptions proposed in this measure applies only to students 11 

newly entering Hawaii schools or newly requesting a non-medical exemption to vaccination 12 

requirements for attendance at a school in Hawaii. It does not impact students who already 13 

have an approved exemption. If implemented now, this measure can help us re-establish herd 14 

immunity to protect our community against life-threatening communicable diseases, hopefully 15 

before we experience a large-scale outbreak. If this measure is not implemented the likelihood 16 

of a large-scale outbreak is high. In the event of a large-scale outbreak, removal of non-medical 17 

exemptions might need to be pursued more rapidly and comprehensively on an emergency 18 

basis, which could be more disruptive to students that already have an approved non-medical 19 

exemption.   20 

The American Academy of Family Physicians, American Academy of Pediatrics, American 21 

College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, American College of Physicians, American Medical 22 

Association, American Nurses Association, Infectious Diseases Society of America, National 23 

Association of County and City Health Officials, National Association of Pediatric Nurse 24 

Practitioners, Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society, and Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of 25 
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Thank you again for this opportunity to provide testimony in opposition of             
HB 1118, HD 1.  Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or 
Council Services Staff at (808) 241-4188 or via email to cokcouncil@kauai.gov. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      FELICIA COWDEN 
      Councilmember, Kaua‘i County Council  
 
AAO:slr 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

jessica dias Free Citizens of Maunalua Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this bill. It is unconstitutional in addition to violating the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, which prohibits religious discrimination. This bill is also in violation of Hawaii public 
accommodations laws that prohibit discrimination. Stop colonizing the children of Hawaii! 

 



https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7482790/#:~:text=Childhood%20vaccines%20save%20an%20estimated,1990%20to%2029%20in%202018
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7482790/#:~:text=Childhood%20vaccines%20save%20an%20estimated,1990%20to%2029%20in%202018
https://www.who.int/news-room/facts-in-pictures/detail/immunization
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)00850-X/fulltext


https://www.ncsl.org/health/state-non-medical-exemptions-from-school-immunization-requirements#:~:text=California%20removed%20its%20personal%20and%20religious%20exemption%20option%20in%202015
https://www.ncsl.org/health/state-non-medical-exemptions-from-school-immunization-requirements#:~:text=California%20removed%20its%20personal%20and%20religious%20exemption%20option%20in%202015
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/hi/hawaii/news/2024/03/06/doh-warns-hawaii-measles
https://www.khon2.com/local-news/rising-illnesses-dropping-vaccines-hawaii-faces-a-winter-health-crisis
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines-children/reasons/index.html


https://www.prideatwork.org/
https://bit.ly/PrideAtWorkElist
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Christina L Everett PROJECT NEHEMIAH 
HAWAII  Oppose Remotely Via 

Zoom 
 
 
Comments:  

This bill infringes on our first amendment rights by disregarding deeply religious beliefs. This 
bill will grant government excessive control over personal medical decisions. If this pass it will 
be a stepping stone to control religious freedom in other areas. We oppose this bill HB1118!  

 





  

I am writing to respectfully express my strong opposition to HB 1113 regarding vaccine 
requirements in the state of Hawaii. My opposition is rooted in both deeply held religious beliefs 
and personal experiences that have profoundly shaped my perspective on this matter. 

  

As a person of faith, I believe that decisions regarding medical interventions, including 
vaccinations, are deeply personal and should be made in accordance with one conscience and 
religious convictions. Many religious traditions emphasize the sanctity of the body and the 
importance of making health-related decisions based on divine guidance. Forcing or coercing 
individuals to receive vaccines against their beliefs undermines religious freedom, a fundamental 
right protected by both the U.S. Constitution and the Hawaii State Constitution. 

  

Additionally, my personal experiences have further solidified my stance. My eldest has 
experience severe side effects as you yourself can read upon yourself listed all these ingredients 
injected, in the inserts of every vaccine upon receiving them or someone close to me, 
experienced adverse effects from a vaccine, which led me to approach vaccines with caution. 
This experience made me realize the importance of preserving medical choice and bodily 
autonomy. The complexities surrounding medical decisions should remain between individuals, 
their families, and healthcare providers not mandated by the government. 

  

While I understand the intent behind vaccine policies to protect public health, I firmly believe 
that such efforts should not infringe upon individual rights and religious liberties. There are 
alternative measures that can be taken to ensure public safety without compromising personal 
freedoms. 

  

I respectfully urge you to consider the broader implications of HB 1113 on our diverse 
community, where respecting religious beliefs and individual rights is essential. Hawaiian 
strength lies in its cultural and spiritual diversity, and any legislation that threatens these 
freedoms should be carefully reconsidered. 

  

Thank you for your time and attention to my testimony. I sincerely hope you will vote against 
HB 1113 and stand for the rights of all Hawaii residents to make informed and voluntary medical 
decisions. 

  



Sincerely, 

Justin Kauwalu 

Owner, founder,  coach 

Community aspiring  

Let me know if you'd like to adjust the personal experience section or add more specific points 
related to the bill. 
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Melissa A. Aiona Aloha Freedom Coalition Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am stronly against HB1118... the poison in the covid shot killed my husband... My children and 
grandchildren are now without their dad/grandpa.... There is NO WAY that shot  (never qualified 
to be a "vaccine" ) should be given to anyone.  The idea of making it manatory for children to be 
able to attend public school.. is insane ~   People will leave the Island.... Please vote NO to this 
bill  

Thank you  

Melissa Aiona   
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Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:44:48 AM 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laura Kahiapo Pono Records Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Mahalo for receiving my testimony. I would like to express my extreme opposition to this bill, 
which is, as we all know, unconstitutional and violates the rights of every citizen of the United 
States of America.  
  

It will be an extreme hardship on families that have true religious convictions to have to pull 
their children out of school. With something so invasive is putting ingredients into our children's 
bodies, there needs to be a choice.  
  

Mahalo, 

Laura Kahiapo 

 











Written Testimony of Christian Science Committee on Publication for Hawaii 
Concerning HB 1118 (RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO IMMUNIZATION 

REQUIREMENTS) 
 
Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and members of the House Committee on Judiciary and 
Hawaiian Affairs: 
 
As designated representatives of Christian Science, please accept this written testimony 
concerning HB 1118 relating to the religious exception from vaccination requirements. I first 
want to express appreciation on behalf of our church’s members for the thoughtful and ongoing 
consideration you have given to Hawaii’s vaccination policy, including the acknowledgment of 
students’ religious accommodation from vaccination for the 2024-25 school year. Our members 
are following this issue with interest in the continuation of a religious accommodation in law, 
while also deeply caring about public health. We acknowledge that it can be challenging when 
the religious beliefs and practices of a minority may not be understood or embraced by the 
majority, or when these beliefs and practices must be balanced with other valued interests of 
society. Yet, we believe religious freedom in our society is highly important and can be 
accommodated without endangering public health. 
 
Some religions, like Christian Science, have religious beliefs and practices that do not align with 
compulsory vaccination laws. While our church itself may not take a formal “for” or “against” 
policy stance on the vaccination issue because not every individual Christian Scientist 
approaches the issue in exactly the same way, we can speak to why a Christian Scientist 
generally appreciates the availability of religious accommodation from vaccination requirements 
and offer the following explanation for the House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs’ 
consideration. 
 
A Christian Scientist’s use of the religious exemption  
 
Christian Science is a religious practice, a way of life, and a system of healing that draws upon 
an understanding of spiritual truths illustrated throughout the Bible and the teachings of Christ 
Jesus. Its teachings include how one can reliably look to God and spiritual means alone to meet 
life’s needs, including health care needs, as well as the importance of being moral and law-
abiding. It is important to note that health care decisions for Christian Scientists, including those 
relating to contagion and vaccination, are not dictated by the Christian Science church or its 
theology. Rather, such decisions are motivated by each individual’s experience with their 
practice of Christian Science, and with a deep care for public health, obedience to health laws 
and regard for the safety of others. When it comes to contagion, this religious practice is both 
preventative and curative. And while we don’t claim to be perfect in our practice, many Christian 
Scientists have found it to be a very practical and reliable method of addressing contagious 
disease. 
 
Protection and healing from contagion 
 
To understand why a Christian Scientist would want to claim a religious exemption, one need 
look no further than periodicals published by the Christian Science church dating back to its 
inception in the late 1800s through the present day, which include accounts of protection and 
healing through the practice of Christian Science, many of which involve issues of contagion 
and have been medically verified. A common thread through these healings is the willingness to 
work with health authorities and take precautions to ensure they are not endangering others 



through their practice. The healing experiences of Hawaii citizens are well-represented in these 
publications, and provide just a representative glimpse of the many more unpublished accounts 
of prevention and healing that members have experienced in their lives.  
 
For example, a woman from Princeville, Hawaii testified about a quick healing (in just a few 
hours) through Christian Science of her five-year-old daughter, who was exhibiting symptoms of 
chickenpox after all children in her school had been sent home with a notice that another child in 
the school had contracted the disease. She shared that her and her daughter’s understanding of 
God’s ever-present care has been the foundation for “many, many prayer-based healings over 
the years.” 
 
As another example, a mother testified how the overnight healing of her child from a severe 
case of measles through prayer alone convinced her husband, who was not a Christian 
Scientist, of the reliability of this method of care.   
 
Another woman testified about a quick healing from a debilitating sore throat, fatigue, and 
weakness, which her school infirmary diagnosed as mononucleosis and strep throat. When the 
school infirmary cleared her to return to school after only a few days, rather than the weeks and 
possibly months that were predicted, the dean of students called her to the office and asked 
"How did you do that?"   
 
As a final example, a man who was diagnosed as having minimal natural bodily resistance to 
certain types of harmful bacteria and resultant infections, testified of his progressive 
deterioration of health from youth. Upon contracting meningitis, he was placed under medical 
care and increasing doses of antibiotic treatment. But he soon developed allergic reactions to 
the drug treatment and his doctors, running out of medical answers, advised his parents to 
“prepare for the worst.” It was at that lowest moment that a friend shared how they had been 
healed of a severe condition of asthma through prayer in Christian Science. Willing to try 
anything, the man turned to Christian Science himself and was soon permanently free from all 
symptoms of illness and weakness. 
 
For those relying on Christian Science for healing and prevention, the protection, healing and 
regeneration that comes through the practice of Christian Science has been deeply meaningful 
and effective. It involves a whole-hearted communion with a loving God, reaching beyond faith, 
positive thinking, or mind over matter. 
 
Are there ways to prevent misuse of the religious exemption? 
 
Yes! While many who claim a religious exemption based on sincere religious beliefs are doing 
so legitimately, we recognize that there are those who use the religious exemption to avoid 
vaccination requirements for non-religious reasons. But we’ve seen narrowly-tailored ways to 
address those concerns without completely eliminating the religious exemption, including 
implementation of consistent and effective procedures to verify the sincerity of one’s religious 
belief, and even restricting availability of the exemption when a particular health threat is 
declared. It may take more than is currently being done to address the concerns, but there are 
ways to do so without unnecessarily curtailing the exercise of religious beliefs.   
 
In sum, we hope tailored solutions will be given serious consideration in lieu of simply 
terminating the religious exemption as proposed in HB 1118. We would be happy to talk with 



you further to serve as a resource or answer any questions as the Committee considers the 
above-referenced legislation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daniel Spencer 
Christian Science Committee on Publication for Hawaii 
 
Scott Shivers 
Manager, Christian Science Committees on Publication worldwide 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:40:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

CASSANDRA WILLES Faith in Action Church of 
God Oppose Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Cassandra Willes from Faith in Action Church of God, and I testify in 
opposition to HHB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms.  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs.  Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education.  While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives.  

For this reason, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Thank you for your time and consideration.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:21:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 
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Tara Morgan  Faith In Action Hawaii  Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Tara Morgan from Faith in Action Church of God, and I testify in 
opposition to HHB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms.  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives.  

For this reason, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Tara Morgan  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:30:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Raquel Taguchi Faith in Action Church Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Raquel Taguchi from Faith in Action Church of God, and I testify in 
opposition to HHB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms.  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives.  

For this reason, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:10:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Albert Lopez 

The Beauty Way Of Tbe 
Four Directions Native 
American Church of 

Kaua'i  

Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Removing religious exemptions for immunization requirements infringes on fundamental rights 
of religious freedom and parental autonomy. The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution 
protects individuals' rights to practice their faith without government interference, and for many, 
vaccination conflicts with deeply held religious beliefs. Eliminating these exemptions would 
force families to choose between adhering to their faith and accessing education or public 
services, creating an unjust barrier to participation in society. Furthermore, religious exemptions 
constitute a small percentage of overall exemptions, meaning their impact on public health is 
minimal compared to broader concerns like access to healthcare and vaccine efficacy. Instead of 
coercion, policies should focus on education and transparency to encourage voluntary 
immunization while respecting religious diversity and personal liberties. 

  

  

 



!

February 20th, 2025!

Dear Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and members of the Judiciary and Hawaiian Aff airs 
Committee, !

The members of Hawaii For Informed Consent strongly oppose HB1118 : Removal of the 
religious exemption to school vaccine mandates. !

Everyone who sits on this Judiciary committee should be well aware HB1118 is 
unconstitutional as well as discriminatory. Forcing families to choose between their deeply held 
religious convictions and their childÕs education is unethical and harmful. !

HB1118 will not increase vaccination rates as the bill intends, rather it will decrease school 
enrollment and harm a religious minority, as well as harm schools. When a similar bill was 
passed in both CA and NY there was a mass exodus not only from the schools, but from those 
states. Some schools were even forced to shut down. Hawaii has little room to go lower on the 
educational totem pole, with our state ranking near the bottom in national education standards. !

To mandate medical procedures without exception is to elevate science to a position of 
unquestionable authorityÑdemanding blind faith rather than informed consent. Informed 
consent is the backbone of medical ethics. All medical interventions carry known and unknown 
risk. True informed consent is when a doctor discloses all potential risks, known bene fits, as 
well as what to expect if one does nothing at allÉ and then the patient chooses to consent to 
treatment or not. Why is vaccination the only medical intervention not a ff orded informed 
consent? Why has coercion become the norm? This is especially egregious since all 
vaccine manufacturers were granted blanket immunity for injury liability in the 1986 
National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act (NCVIA). If you pass this bill, will you accept liability if 
children are injured?!

Furthermore the violations by HB1118 of Òequal protectionÓ in the 14th Amendment are glaring. 
Children on a medical exemption are somehow more important than children with a religious 
exemption? The bill allows for children on an IEP to remain in school Òdue to federal and state 
lawsÓ, but itÕs ok to violate federal law in the case of religious beliefs? And lastly how is it that a 
Hepatitis B positive child can anonymously remain in class, but it would be ok to violate 
medical privacy of, and exclude from class a healthy child that has no Hepatitis B vaccination.!

The billÕs Òcompelling state interestÓ claims Òfor your safety,Ó  a common excuse for 
usurping fundamental rights. The 95% goal vaccination rate is not a universal or absolute 
requirementÑitÕs a theoretical model from the 1930s, used to push policy. Real-world immunity 
depends on more than just vaccination status, including natural immunity, vaccine 
eff ectiveness, and overall health of the population. Treating 95% as a hard rule ignores these 
complexities and misleads the public into thinking that vaccine coverage alone determines 
public health outcomes.!

� �́)�L�U�V�W���' �R���1�R���+�D�U�P�µ
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Hawaii has not yet exhausted less restrictive measures.  
Consider trying: !
! Organic school lunches without pesticides, additives, hormones, antibiotics and more;!
! Better education and empowering children to create strong, resilient, healthy bodies and 

minds;!
! Hybrid learning for the (296 children) immune compromised and/or those on a medical 

exemption, if infection becomes high on campus (even the flu or common cold could be 
deadly to a child with cancer);!

! Regaining public trust in vaccines with proper safety studies and transparent, comprehensive 
informed consent; !

! Better enforcement of Òstay at home when sickÓ policies. !
***There are already laws in place for the unvaccinated to stay home in the event of a serious 
outbreak. !

HB1118 is a national outlier, pulling Hawaii backwards against the grain. WeÕve recently seen 
West VA, MS, and even CA State and UC system colleges re-instate the religious exemption to 
vaccine mandates, while the Louisiana Surgeon General announced they will Òno longer be 
pushing mass vaccinationÓ and Ògovernment should admit the limitations of its role in peopleÕs 
lives and pull back its tentacles from the practice of medicine.Ó !

We urge you to oppose this authoritarian bill and create a working group focused instead on 
increasing the foundational health of our children, and restoring trust in the currently over-
reaching public health agencies. !

Mahalo for your time,!

Dr. Kim Haine !
on behalf of!
HFIC
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:52:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jasmine Therese Esguerra Pure Wellness LLC Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

We deserve the right to have religious exemption.  I have worked with children who had adverse 
effects to vaccines and had leukemia.  Tests that would have shown sensitivity to the vaccines 
could have prevented permanent injury. 

Not everyone responds favorably to everything in vaccines.  We deserve a choice and safety 
tests. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2025 2:20:10 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Emmeline Macanas 

Aloha Freedom 
Coalition/Hawaii For 

Informed 
Consent/Unjected/Hawaii 

Parents United  

Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE HB1118.  The very thought of forced vaccinations and taking away religious 
exemptions to do so with the keiki of Hawaii is UNCONSTITUTIONAL.  What happened to 
MY BODY, MY CHOICE or MY KEIKI, MY  CHOICE?   The government  should not be given 
the option to decide what is best for our own bodily autonomy.  This is government overreach 
and a path to tyranny.  Suppose this bill passes, what would be next?...the government could tell 
us what to eat, drink, do, travel ....when, where, how,  etc.  Did the Governor of Hawaii forget 
that there is something called the First Amendment of the Constitution?  Is the Governor of 
Hawaii FOR THE PEOPLE  OF HAWAII? Does this BILL seem like a way to CONTROL or 
DICTATE THE PEOPLE  OF HAWAII?   
I STRONGLY OPPOSE HB1118!!!!  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2025 7:35:09 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

gary cordery Aloha Freedom Coalition  Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

On Behalf of the 20k followers of AFC, I oppose this in the strongest measure. 

1. Individual rights are enshrined in the constitution, Life, Liberty and pursuit of happiness, this 
bill violates each of these. 

2. Hurd immunity is the last leg propping up the concept of immunity, not one vaccine has ever 
achieved "immunity" therefore creating an "Hurd" immunity is a fear campaign to promote some 
thing that does not now, nor ever existed. 

3. This bill will result in costly law suits for the state, numerous families leaving Hawaii and a 
significant decline in the participation if public schools. 

4. Finally, your natural immunity is far superior to injected designer chemicals, with no side 
effects. Why require the general population to participate in something that opposes natural 
design. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2025 7:39:02 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nicole Traughber  Clementine's Closet Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill on behalf of my small business, Clementine's Closet LLC.  Our parental rights 
should not be taken away in order to have our children in private school.  
some of us follow the vaccine schedule differently and should be allowed the right as parents.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2025 1:09:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chanel Wahinepio KELII Foundation Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha  

My son has lived with a vaccine injury for 15 years. He has Autism and requires 24-hour care 
since he was permanently injured by a vaccine at only 2 years old. Besides the vaccine's 
devastating effects on his life and on our family's lives, here are the reasons why the Judiciary 
and Hawaiian Affairs Committee should oppose HB 1118: 

Religious Freedom and Constitutional Rights: The First Amendment guarantees our right to 
freely practice our religion. Removing the religious exemption would violate this fundamental 
right, and the Judiciary Committee is responsible for protecting our constitutional freedoms. 

Protecting Cultural Rights: Hawaii has a diverse and rich cultural heritage, including religious 
practices of Native Hawaiians and other communities. For many, vaccination mandates may 
conflict with deeply held religious beliefs. The Hawaiian Affairs aspect of the committee must 
safeguard cultural and religious diversity. 

Individual Autonomy: The committee must consider the right of parents and individuals to make 
informed medical decisions based on their personal beliefs. Requiring vaccines without the 
option for religious exemptions would infringe on personal autonomy and could have unintended 
consequences for the trust between families and healthcare providers. 

Legal Implications and Court Burden: This bill could lead to increased legal challenges and put a 
strain on our judicial system. If passed, it would result in costly lawsuits that divert resources 
from other critical issues, something the Judiciary Committee must be aware of. 

Discrimination and Marginalization: The removal of religious exemptions would 
disproportionately affect religious minorities and cultural communities in Hawaii. The Judiciary 
and Hawaiian Affairs Committee must ensure that no one is discriminated against or 
marginalized based on their beliefs. 

Please join me and many other parents in protecting our keiki's rights to be free from life-long 
injuries of certain vaccines.  

Mahalo, 
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Chanel Wahinepio 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/21/2025 2:52:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Benjamin Clifford 

Rodrigues Kumu Foundation  Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha representatives of the people of Hawai'i, 

  

my name is Benjamin C Rodrigues III, I strongly oppose HB1118, we as Hawaiians have gone 
through so much trauma inflected upon our people, loss of language, loss of culture, and 
dispossession of our lands, and nationality. If you force our children to be vaccinated in order to 
obtain education, I believe this goes against our freedoms of choice, I believe that this bill is 
unconstitutionally, and has been a piece of legislation that has been made possible by special 
interest and corporate collusion and is a overstepping of our constitutional rights. 

if you take this pathway to pass this bill my family and many other Hawaiian families will pull 
our children from school, and begin to organize ourselves and gather our collective power to 
push for the renationalization of our native Hawaiian communities, which is already a sentiment 
that is shared within a large part of our communities. If you force us to leave the current 
Department of education, I foresee this being a catalyst for greater change, a change that even 
you the representatives of our legislators cannot foresee or fathom, not only will the Republican 
Party and the current presidential administration pull federal funding from our schools, if you 
decide to force HB 1118 on our children and families, and further cause more harm to an already 
inflamed economy, i foresee that this struggle is going to continue to embolden Hawaiians 
towards self determination, I ask that your search your heart for the inner voice that comes from 
the most high almighty god, and ask yourself if you truly believe this is a good choice, backed by 
science and good will for the people. 

I will personally and periodically see how this vote is conducted for HB1118 and make sure that 
we will campaign and show the faces and the people responsible for pushing this agenda on a 
free people, and make sure we rally our communities, families, and greater lahui in making sure 
that you are no longer have the kuleana of representing our people of Hawai'i. 

"If any of you has a dispute with another, do you dare to take it before the ungodly for judgment 
instead of before the Lord's people?" (1 Corinthians 6:1  
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I truly believe the people will speak and that the lord our shepherd will have righteousness 
prevail. 

we are watching your votes, and I hope and pray that you all can sleep well with the decisions 
being made for our people, and that god will make way in your households and in our greater 
community. 

i ask that you say some prayers and have moments of silence within and listen for that inner 
voice. 

  

mahalo nui, 

Benji Ekolu Rodrigues  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:13:23 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kayla Marie Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this measure  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:34:02 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Adrienn K Yarbrough Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha 

I oppose this bill as it goes against my constitutional right to religious freedom. God created my 
children`s immune system perfect, they don`t need any medical intervention to make it better, 
they are never sick and if they are they would stay home.  

If this bill is passed they won`t be able to attend school and I won`t be able to participate in the 
workforce.  

Sincerely,  

 
Adrienn Y 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:34:42 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nicole Mosk  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill...  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:52:42 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

tanyalbaker Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello legislators,  

I am submitting testimony in opposition to this bill removing religious exemptions from vaccine 
mandates for school children. This interferes with the parents first amendment right and their 
religious freedom. Parents have the right to make medical decisions on behalf of their children 
that is in the best interest of them.  And the government does not have the right to mandate 
medical intervention without parental consent. Hawaii is a state that is apart of America which 
means you all are sworn to abide by and uphold the constitution. You need to 

remember that.  

 



February 19, 2025 
 
 
To: Representative David Tarnas, Chair, 
 And Members of the Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 
 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 1118 HD1 RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL 
EXEMPTIONS TO IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
 

As a public health professional and a concerned citizen, I strongly support vaccination 
requirements for children attending public schools. 
 
Vaccinations save lives, not only for the children who receive them, but also for other 
vulnerable individuals in our communities.  Vaccines protect those who, due to allergies 
or other medical conditions, cannot receive vaccinations.  
 
My great grandmother became deaf at the age of five from an illness that is preventable 
today.  My grandmother had diphtheria as a child.  She had lifelong lung damage and 
disability.  I was a child in a time when measles, mumps, polio, and rubella vaccines did 
not yet exist.  I did not enjoy my experiences with measles and mumps, and I had 
friends whose experiences with polio changed their lives forever. 
 
Children deserve to grow up safe and healthy – and vaccinations help us achieve that 
goal. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Judith F. Clark, MPH4 
48-218 Kamehameha Hwy. 
Kaneohe, HI 96744 
808-499-9966 
 

 
 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:07:31 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Corinne Solomon Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118. This is government overreach and a violation of our rights.  
I am a pharmacist, I am NOT "antivaxx", my daughter has received all her vaccinations, but I 
will never allow her to have vaccines with demonstrated or questionable safety and health issues, 
e.g., Gardasil, or vaccines that are really not needed for children, such as C19.   
As a parent it is my job to research and vaccinate my child as I see appropriately, NOT the 
mandatw of this Legislative committee.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:09:55 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Deven English Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in strong opposition of this very unconstitutional bill, religious beliefs are protected by the 
constitution of the United States of America, immunizations should always be the decision of the 
parents, and not the goverment over reaching it's boundries. No child should be given any 
immunization that is not needed, nor proven that doesn't work. Children are God's gift to the 
parents, and they should have the last and only say in this matter. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:14:04 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David E Shormann Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Vaccines should be optional. Many vaccines are developed using cells from murdered human 
babies, which is evil and grotesque and definitely not pono. Everyone should be against that! 
There are so many bad vaccine side effects as well. Shame on the authors of this bill for trying to 
force vaccines (that often don't work and/or cause more harm than good) on keiki. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:18:54 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jean Peterson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a part Native Hawaiian, born and raised here, I strongly oppose HB1118. Even though 
Hawai'i has been illegally occupied since our late queen was overthrown, we have been part of 
the United States of America and thus shoudl have the same rights as any US Citizen. The 
Constitution of the United States protects our freedom of religion. "Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances."  
 
This bill will violate our religious freedoms as Americans. We should have the right to have our 
children exempt from immunizations if it goes against our religious beliefs. I say this as a mother 
who's two children are fully immunized. I have one child who wasn't affected by immunizations 
and another who had an autoimmune issue flare up out of dormancy after my daughter had the 
most recent set of immunizations given by her doctor. I have always trusted doctors, science and 
hospitals. While I believe that most immunizations are effective, they're not safe or right for 
everyone and a parent should have the right and ability to protect their child and seek religious 
exemption from immunizations if those immunizations go against a deeply held religious belief. 
Who are you or I or anyone to say whether or not a religiously held belief is legitimate or not? It 
is not our place to say so. Why are we so concerned with trying to force parents who are deeply 
religious and seeking exemptions to give their children immunizations that directly go against 
their faith?  
 
Let's not take more rights away from our citizens. I've watched the state I love, the state that I 
have a blood connection to as a part Native Hawaiian change so much in the last 4 decades of my 
life. It's changing and not for the better. Let's focus our time and money on making Hawai'i more 
affordable for our keiki so that they don't all have to move away to have a better life, a life where 
they don't need to work two jobs, a life where they don't need to move to the mainland to 
maintain the rights the Constitution of the United States affords us. 
 
There isn't some epidemic of children who are religious and unvaccinated out there making 
everyone else sicks. That's just not happening. So why are we pushing the limits and trying to 
violate the rights of US citizens to force parents to vaccinate their children if doing so violates 
their religious belief? Are we also going to force people who are Jehovas Witnesses to take blood 
transfusions in the hospital even though it directly contradicts their beliefs to do so? Where does 
the line get drawn? How many rights from our citizens will we strip before it becomes 
"enough"?  



 
I never used a religious exemption for myself or my children but I know many people who truly 
believe as part of their faith, that immunizations are something they cannot do. We should 
respect their faith, their religion, and let them live as they want. They're not hurting anyone.  
 
  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:29:40 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Camille Shelton Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill! It breaks my constitutional rights to religious freedom. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:40:09 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Yvonne Alvarado  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I, Yvonne Alvarado is in Strong Opposition to Bill HB1118 HD1 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:40:17 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth Kekahuna Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 because we shouldn't be mandated to take vaccines it should be an option and 
discussed between parents and their physician. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:45:40 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaio Cardoza Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Do not agree do not approve of this 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:45:47 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Malia Baker Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill goes directly against our constitutional rights to practice our religious beliefs. Passing 
this is to benefit pharma and not for the people that you all are supposed to represent. Vote no on 
this bill and support those who put you into office.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:51:08 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Kerri Yeakey Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I oppose HB1118 as it takes away our religious freedom as citizens of the United States of 
America. It is a step in the wrong direction for medical freedom and the people of Hawaii. 
Attending school is not a right just for the vaccinated it is a right to all keiki in Hawaii. This bill 
is a disgusting just like Josh Green that introduced it. I am the mother of a vaccine injured child. 
I have not been silent. Parental choice, informed consent, and religious freedom are all neglected 
with this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:52:07 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laurie West Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE HB1118 re: revocation of non-medical exemptions to immunization 
requirements.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:56:07 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charlene Lum Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose not having exemptions for any individual (school-aged, college person, 
working person, or senior citizen) to not have religious exemption for vaccinations. I have seen 
many elderly as well as physically healthy people with many complications (including death) 
after taking the Covid vaccine for unknown reasons. Mt belief is that God created our bodies and 
to disrupt the natural immunity system is against my religious beliefs. 
Unless the pharmaceutical companies and legislators, who approve these bills, are willing to take 
liability for the side affects of these vaccines, it should NOT pass. 

We are your constituents who have a right to choose thank you for taking the time to read my 
testimony. 

 





their Creator, in whose image they were created and that their killing is condemned and causes 
God's destructive anger to burn against their murderers and those complicit in those murders. 

Exodus 20:13, Leviticus 18:21 & 20:2-5, Deuteronomy 5:13, 12:30-32, 18:10, 2 Kings 16:3, and 
Psalm 106:38 illustrate that all child sacrifice is condemned with no exception clauses allowing 
for the greater good or public exception clauses found anywhere in the sacred scriptures. 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 and 10:31 remind us that we are to regard our bodies as temples of God's 
Holy Spirit and that we are to honor God, our Creator and possessor of our very bodies by not 
defiling them. Notwithstanding the presence of socially sacrificed human cells and debris in 
vaccinations, we firmly believe that the presence of neurotoxins, hazardous substances, 
attenuated viruses, animal cells, foreign DNA, albumin from human blood, carcinogens, and 
chemical wastes is in strict violation of our imperative to treat our bodies as holy temples of the 
very Spirit of God. 

Genesis 9:4, Leviticus 17:10-11, 17:14, Deuteronomy 12:23, Acts 15:20 and 29 informs us that 
blood represents the life force of human and animal species and that human blood was to be kept 
pure under all circumstances and free from contaminants such as animal cells, parts, and blood. 

In addition, taken directly from the DOH website regarding reported cases of notifiable diseases 
in 2023 (the last year updated), there were 2 cases of measles, 3 cases of pertussis, 2 cases of 
HepA, 9 cases of chicken pox, and 1 case of meningococcal meningitis, with 0 cases of HebB, 
diphtheria, pertussis, mumps, and rubella in the whole state. Clearly there is NOT a public 
health crisis in Hawaii.  

On another note, prior to the creation of the MMR vaccine there was 1 strand of measles 
documented in the US. Due to the vaccine causing disease mutation, we now have over 24 
varriants and even though its common knowledge posted on the CDC & WHO webpages, 
it states "No Vaccines can prevent illness 100% of the time". Looking deeper at the WHO 
website posted within the treatment section of measles it states "All children or adults with 
measles should receive two doses of vitamin A supplements, given 24 hours apart. This restores 
low vitamin A levels that occur even in well-nourished children. It can help prevent eye damage 
and blindness. Vitamin A supplements may also reduce the number of measles 
deaths." https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/measles 

Yet instead of following the WHO's treatment recommendations, the State would rather i inject 
my children with aborted fetal cells, heavy metals, and poision. This bill is an absolute attack on 
parents, on Christians, and it absolutely should not be allowed to transpire in the United States of 
America.  

We thank you that you will continue to respectfully adhere to our first amendment rights 
guaranteed as citizens of the United States of America by her great Constitution and reinforced 
on a state level by the fourteenth amendment without prejudice. Please we urge you to OPPOSE 
House Bill 1118 and any other bill targeted at stripping away our religious freedom and our God 
given right as parents to choose what gets injected into their perfect bodies.  

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/measles


 













  

Thank you for your time and consideration of my request. May God bless you and grant you 
wisdom in all your decisions. 

  

Respectfully, 

Sophia Gugliemelli 

91-1013 Kaikauhaa St. 

Ewa Beach, HI 96706 

sophiagugliemelli@gmail.com 

(973)-234-3610 

 

tel:(973)-234-3610




 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:04:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patricia Cadiz Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

For our most vulnerable children, who may not be able to get vaccines due to a cancer diagnosis 
or something, we must do all we can to protect them by requiring vacinations.  Too many people 
do not have a memory of the dangers of childhood deseases like polio and measels, so they can't 
appreciate the risks.  But science prooves that vaccines are safe. Please pass this bill to protect 
our keiki.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:07:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Willis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I know public testimony and comments apparently don't mean anything to these committees, but 
regardless I OPPOSE  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:08:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kanoe Willis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:09:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sarah Harrison Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As citizens of the United States this is not fair to ANYONE. Weather you agree or disagree with 
religious practices or beliefs on vaccination. Just completely unconstitutional  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:12:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Paul Giles Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 

  

Paul Giles 

 







Sincerely, 
Master Shelby "Pikachu" Billioanire  

Kingdom of the Hawaiian Islands 

 





Thank you 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:18:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jan Ventura Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I vehemently oppose this bill. Religious and medical freedoms must be protected under 
the first amendment of the United States Constitution. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:19:06 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Leianah Kahahawai Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 I suffed from a vaccine injury when I was a very young girl age 6 and still am 
constantly working on my health till this day. We cannot one size fits all - mandate vaccines. It is 
wrong. There are many roads to health and God gave us an immune system and herbs to 
strengthen our bodies. It is wrong to push any thing down our children's throats. And it is get 
HARMFUL. I vote no on this dangerous bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:22:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Adam Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I strongly oppose this bill. WE, as parents, should have the right to decide what goes into 
our child's body, not Josh Green or any politician. Just like how there's an arguement for "herd 
immunity" - there's also a arguement for vaccine injuries and the unknown, long-term side 
effects of the these drugs. I respectfully ask the politicians to oppose this bill. 

Thank you 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:23:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keikilani Ho Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I stand in complete opposition to HB1118. This is a discrimantion against religious freedom. I 
have filed a formal complaint with the White House Office of Faith, and addressed Mrs. Paula 
White, who is the Advisor of this office. The purpose of this office is to prevent discrimantion 
against Christians, in which this bill appears to do. I have also reached out to NEW Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, Robert Kennedy Jr, and urgently requested he intervene in this 
matter. 

  

Every lawmaker who supports this bill does not only put every child's health in danger, but they 
are basically giving parents an ultimatum to choose education or their child's health. Personally, 
my child's health is my main concern and I know thousands of other parents who choose their 
child's health over the education institution. Our children will lose out on education for the 
simple fact that there were lawmakers who'd rather put their needs over the needs of the very 
people who put them into office. What does this bill benefit the lawmakers? This is supposed to 
be purely for the health and safety of our children. 

There have been numerous studies that support claims that vaccines (up and down the list) cause 
ADHD, ADD, Autism, Cancer, blood clots, and Guillain-barre syndrome, just to name a few.  As 
a believer, we have a right to stand in the faith of our God, rather than the faith in vaccines being 
our healer.  

  

  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:26:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Holly Nunez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear committee members,  

I strongly oppose the proposed bill to remove religious exemptions for vaccines in schools. This 
legislation directly infringes on religious freedom and parental rights, both of which are 
fundamental to our democracy. Families should not be forced to choose between their deeply 
held beliefs and access to education. Religious liberty is a cornerstone of our nation, and no 
government should have the power to override it in matters of personal and medical decision-
making. 

Please vote against this bill and uphold our right to religious freedom. 

Sincerely, 
Holly Nunez 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:26:56 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

tina ah puck Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118. 

An older sibling had a medical reaction to a certain vaccine. Now the younger sibling is of age to 
receive the same shot, and the parents would rather not risk it. The younger sibling doesn't 
qualify for a medical exemption until they are actually physically harmed by a shot. 

Religious exemptions have always been an option for families like this, families who need the 
option to choose which medical treatments their kids receive. It happens more often than we 
think. As parents, we know our children best and we need to have the freedom to listen to our 
instincts and make decisions that we feel are safe for our keiki.  

In the case of outbreaks or pandemics, unvaccinated children are already asked to stay home 
from school. They are not putting anyone at risk, and they don't want to.  

Families should be allowed the option to make the decisions they think are best and safest for 
their children.  

Please don't allow this freedom to be taken away. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:27:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laurie Anne Bell Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This will never hold up. This is unconstitutional. You're wasting our money.  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:28:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jamie Irvine Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Governor Green,  

This is my written testimony regarding HB1118. 

PLEASE KNOW THAT I EMPHATICALLY AGAINST AND OPPOSE HB1118! My heart is 
broken that you, of all people, with all due respect Sir, that would even consider such an ANTI-
AMERICAN BILL! Let alone whre this Bill is today that we, the citizens of Hawaii, would have 
to do all we can to STOP THIS ATROCITY! 

Our Nation just went through 4 years of Anti-American Administration who violated Our 
Constitutional Rights, especially our First Amendment Right, our Religious Rights! And if we, 
those of faith, went against this past Administration's narrative, we were subjected to verbal 
abuse, being non essential, fired, not heard and so on. Even the President called us garbage! 

Forcing us to wear masks and taking jabs, taking swab tests etc. And as you have done, violated 
the Hippocratic Oath and the Nuremberg Code! At a stroke of your pen, you cleverly undid what 
our Founding Fathers and Mothers fought for and those who were subjected to Hitler and the 
Nazi's gross and horrific atrocities! These were WRITTEN so IT WOULD NOT HAPPEN 
AGAIN! And tragically it did via fear tactics etc! 

Sir, you aren't just dealing with us who are of faith when you think you are going to REVOKE 
OUR RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION RIGHTS, you will be dealing with God Himself! You 
boastfully say when it comes to Women's abortion rights: 

My Body, My Choice! Which is evil in itself and even anti-science because you know very well 
as being a medical doctor yourself  that the preborn baby's body is completely different from the 
Mothers! 

Yet when comes to injections of all sorts you are FORCING these jabs on us! Every person's 
body is different. What works for one person could be lethal to someone else!  

Who has bewitched you? Who have you soul'd out to? Please know that I mean no disrespect! 

I'm blessed to have 2 young adult children who have their doctorate and masters degree in 
various science fields. And my sin even questions the validity of these because our bodies aren't 



meant to have all of these. The Lord graciously built inside our bodies a natural defense to most 
sicknesses, even the man made ones of the likes of Fauci! 

Please Sir, I humbly ask that you will reconsider on Forcing this into law! You are supposed to 
protect and defend our Nation and our State's people but instead you are tearing us down by 
taking away our basic human rights! It seems that your Party is a Party of death and destruction 
and not of life and life abundantly! 

You folks even want to play God by allowing children to change their God given genders! By 
allowing our keiki to be exposed by these perverted transgender men and other abhorrent books 
in our public school system. Allowing DEI to take priority over hardworking and merit. Inciting 
hatred and racial divisions etc! 

And now you want to add salt to the wound by taking away my freedom, our freedom of choice! 
Why? Again, by no means am I trying to be disrespectful but you, Sir, are NOT GOD! I am a 
God fearing Christian woman who has endured much in life, including health issues! I have 
learned over the years what's best for my body and what isn't and have been guided by wonderful 
and qualified doctors! 

Can you honestly look in my eyes and tell me that after almost 250 years of our Nation's First 
Amendment Rights which has worked and that sets us apart from every other Nation, that you 
are going to strip me of this? Please research history with reliable sources about the slow but 
eventual demise of great empires and nations worldwide because of such decisions as yours. Ask 
the victims of socialism, communism, those living in terroristic countries! Many have warned 
our Nation but there is this elite group of domestic terrorists who want nothing better than to 
destroy our Country thinking they will be exempt from the consequences of their forced laws! 

In closing, please hear my heart because this just doesn't affect us now but more so for our 
children and our future children! Thank you for hearing me. I'm not able to speak in person 
because I just had a major surgery done and still recovering.  

I do pray that Jesus will guide you into all His TRUTH and that you will have the courage to 
obey what He says no matter what anyone says in your circle. Our Land is Perpetuated in God's 
Righteousness! Doing the right thing has never been popular and comes with a great cost. But 
the eternal benefits outweigh any temporary present ones. 

Sincerely, Jamie Irvine of Makaha, Hawaii  

  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:29:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryanne Verbeckmoes Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Before supporting this bill, I urge everyone to consider a crucial question: Who will be held 
accountable for any potential adverse reactions or side effects my children may experience due to 
mandatory vaccinations? 

This issue is not about being for or against vaccines It is about choice. It is about values values 
that prioritize the well-being, safety, and autonomy of our children. 

Our rights, our freedoms, and our ability to make personal medical decisions for our families are 
at stake. This bill does not simply introduce a mandate; it removes our fundamental right to 
choose. That is unacceptable. 

I strongly ask you to oppose this bill and allow us the ability to choose what is best when it 
comes to our Keiki!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:30:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Daniel Chinen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chairs, Vice Chairs, and members of the committee, 

I am in strong opposition to this measure. if it passes, this would compromise people's choices. 
additionally, I am for the medical institiutions and all they provide. however, i am in favor of 
giving people choices. thank you for your time. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:31:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Krista Vessell Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I VEHEMENTLY OPPOSE THIS HORRIBLE PIECE OF LEGISLATION. Why are you 
hellbent on forcing children to be guinea pigs for pharmaceutical manufacturers, and trying to 
VIOLATE people's HUMAN RIGHTS to practice their religions AND CULTURES to do it? 
Even Keith Hayashi knows passing this bill is a bad idea. Might want to listen to THE PEOPLE 
other than yourselves for once... 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:34:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bart Burford Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

NOT ONLY ID THIS UNCONSTITUTIONAL, IT IS ALSO ANTI HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
MAY EVEN FALL UNDER NUTRMBERG TRIAL STIPULATIONS - IF THATS NOT 
ALREADY ENOUGH REASONS TO OPPOSE THIS BILL, THEN I DON'T KNOW WHAT 
IS - NO!!!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:38:10 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Raylette Dacosin Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  You are taking away our first amendment rights!  It is our choice whether to 
vaccinate or not.  You are going against God!!!  Please oppose bill.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:40:43 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cheryl Rzonca Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is unconstitutional. With all the evidence of adverse reactions to vaccines I don't see 
how you all can pass such a bill. It also negates all parental rights. You are not listening to the 
people who you work for and voted you into office. There are more testimonies against this bill 
than for, yet you persist in moving it forward.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:40:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cameo Fong Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this effort to not accept religious or other exemptions for vaccines. It is 
unconstitutional to say our religious beliefs do not matter when injecting foreign items into or 
onto our bodies. Our bodies are our temples and we have the right to protect it from toxins, fetal 
cell products and anything else that goes against our spiritual and moral beliefs. Additinally, this 
is AMERICA- mandating a vaccine and not allowing for choice is unconstitutional as well.  

In additional to spiritual and moral opposition, I am citing biblical reasons to support religious 
opposition to mandated vaccine injections below: 

Mark 5:34, 1Corinthians 6:19-20, 1Corinthians 3:16-17, Psalms 139:14, Leviticus 17:14, 
Deuteronomy 12:23, Job 14:4, Psalms 41:3, Psalms 118:8, Matthew 9:12, Exodus 23:25, and 
likely others sections.  

Using school enrollment as leverage and as an excuse to force these vaccines is immoral, 
harmful, and unconstitutional. Parents need to decide what is best for their children, not the 
government. This administration is out of control with their stripping of human rights, 
constitutional rights, and the rights of parents to protect their children from harm.  

PLEASE DO NOT remove these exemptions. We the people OPPOSE!!! 

Thank you for your service to the community. Please remember you agreed to serve the 
community, not serve political or big pharma agendas.  

Cameo Fong 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:41:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mayan Montanari-Perez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118, which seeks to eliminate religious exemptions for vaccinations in 
Hawaii. This bill infringes upon fundamental religious freedoms, disregards parental rights, and 
undermines informed consent - cornerstones of a free and democratic society. 

  

Religious exemptions exist to protect individuals whose sincerely held beliefs do not align with 
certain medical interventions. Removing this right forces families to choose between their deeply 
held convictions and their children's education or participation in society. This sets a dangerous 
precedent, allowing the government to override personal religious beliefs in favor of a one-size-
fits-all mandate. 

  

Furthermore, medical decisions, including vaccinations, should be made by families in 
consultation with their healthcare providers not dictated by government mandates. Parents are 
best equipped to assess the risks and benefits for their children, taking into account their medical 
history, personal beliefs, and unique circumstances. 

  

Hawaii has long been a place of cultural and religious diversity, where individual rights are 
respected. HB1118 threatens this tradition by imposing a mandate that disregards religious 
liberty. I urge you to oppose this bill and preserve the right of all Hawaii residents to make 
medical decisions in accordance with their faith and conscience. 

  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Mayan Montanari-Perez 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:41:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Cheryl Toyofuku Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

To: Chair Tarnus and Members of the House Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs Committee 

From:  Cheryl Toyofuku, Pearl City 

Re:  Strong Opposition to HB1118 relating to Non-Medical Exemptions to Immunization 
Requirements 

JHA Committee Hearing:  Scheduled for Friday, February 21, 2025 at 3:00 pm 

As a mother, grandmother, retired RN and health advocate, I strongly OPPOSE HB1118.  Non-
medical exemptions to vaccines include philosophical, conscientious, religious or personal 
beliefs.  These exemptions should be protected as a human and informed consent right in order to 
make voluntary vaccine decision making. 

HB1118 would be a grievous violation of one's sincere religious or personal belief in opposing 
toxic vaccination if this exemption to vaccines is removed now or in the future.  The 
consititutional right to have and exercise personal religious beliefs is an expectation that should 
be respected and protected.  Laws should not be passed that obstruct this most fundamental of 
freedoms. 

More authority given to our state's Department of Health is seriously being questioned by the 
people of Hawaii.  History reveals DOH's vaccine promotion funded by big pharma and 
government funding with the  flawed science of herd immunity.  The disturbing mantra of 
"vaccines are safe and effective" continue to be promoted to the multitudes who are now 
researching and have awakened.  The Vaccine Adverse Events Reporting System (VAERS) of 
numerous vaccine injuries, along with Vaccine Death Reports have increased substantially.  The 
increasing CDC Childhood Immunization Schedule with 79 doses of various toxic vaccine 
ingredients continue to cause our children to have more chronic health conditions than ever 
before.  

  

Health care options of healthier nutrients, exercise, better agricultural practices and less toxic 
substances into our bodies should be promoted instead to build up our natural immunity to 
diseases.  Our healthcare choice should remain with parents and their healthcare provider, not 



with DOH or government.  As our public servant and lawmaker, please do your diligent research 
before making an unwise decision to pass this bill out of your Committee. 

Please oppose and do not pass HB1118 out of the JHA Committee. 

  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:51:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeffrey F Mizuno Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Text 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:51:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rachel Bui Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

  

I firmly believe that religious exemptions are essential for protecting the rights and freedoms of 
individuals of all faiths. By granting religious exemptions, we can foster a culture of  respect  

I urge you to recognize the importance of religious exemptions and to uphold the rights of 
individuals to practice their faith freely.  

Mahalo. 

Sincerely, 
Rachel Bui  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:53:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Taryn  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, 

My name is Taryn, and I strongly oppose HB1118. 

This bill would eliminate religious exemptions for student vaccinations, undermining parental 
rights and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. Parents have the right to protect their 
children and make decisions about their health, including whether or not to vaccinate. Removing 
this choice infringes on our fundamental rights. 

Hawaii has long respected the right of families to make medical decisions based on personal and 
religious beliefs. Removing these exemptions could force families to choose between their faith 
and access to education. While public health is important, policies must also respect individual 
rights and diverse perspectives. 

For these reasons, I urge you to oppose HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:56:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wyatt T Young Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I do not support the passing of this bill. Removing the option for religious accommodations for 
any and all subjects is a direct violation of our First Constitutional right.  

The first amendment of the US consititution protects our freedom of religion through the 
establishment clause and the free exercise clause.  

You passing this bill will result in the violation of our Right. this is unconstitutional.  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 12:57:06 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

krystle ilar  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It Is NOT the government's right ti take away my religious freedoms!!! 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:00:47 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

manndi kawasaki Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill!  It is unconstitutional against people's religious freedoms. There are 
many written studies available to the public about side effect and harm on vaccines. Vaccines are 
not a one size fits all. This is clearly 100% not lawfull and something like this should not even be 
a topic on the floor for someone else to decide what is best for our own kids.  
I myself had a bad reaction to the Covid vaccine. DO NOT SUPPORT THIS BILL!!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:02:49 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kazu Kishimoto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Completely disagree, this is stepping over our American rights to choose. Our bodies and our 
choose especially for our children and over stepping any religious exemption as well. This is 
what America was founded under.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:03:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Danielle powers Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha.  
As a mother, I would like to make the decision that is best for my children. If vaccines are forced 
on them with no other option I will be not be registering my kids in the DOE.  
I vote no on the removing religious exemptions from Hawaii.  
Thank you 

Danielle Powers  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:03:48 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christopher Jenkins  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I, as a father, born, raised, and living in Hawaii, CANNOT, IN GOOD CONSCIENCE, 
SUPPORT HB1118. 

It should be up to the parents/guardians of the children who could be affected by this bill, who 
should have 100% say in the decision regarding whether or not his/her children should be 
vaccinated.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:03:51 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chelsey Seto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony Opposing Mandatory Vaccinations for Children 

  

Dear Committee/Board Members, 

  

I appreciate the opportunity to write this today as a concerned parent and advocate for medical 
freedom. I am here to strongly oppose mandatory vaccinations for our keiki. 

  

As parents, we have a fundamental right to make medical decisions for our children based on 
informed consent. This principle is a cornerstone of ethical medical practice, ensuring that 
families can weigh the benefits and risks of any medical procedure. While vaccines have been 
promoted as a public health measure, they are not without risks. The decision to vaccinate should 
be left to parents in consultation with trusted healthcare providers, NOT mandated by the 
government. 

Every keiki is unique, and medical decisions should never be one-size-fits-all. Some keiki have 
adverse reactions to vaccines, and others have underlying health conditions that make 
vaccination risky. Mandates do not account for these individual circumstances and can lead to 
unintended harm. Furthermore, vaccine manufacturers are shielded from liability, leaving 
families to bear the consequences alone if their keiki experiences an injury. 

Parental rights and medical freedom are essential to a free society. Mandating vaccines strips 
parents of the ability to make choices that align with their child's best interests. Instead of 
coercion, we should focus on education, transparency, and ensuring that parents have access to 
comprehensive information to make informed decisions. 

I urge this committee to respect parental rights and reject any legislation that imposes mandatory 
vaccinations on our children. Let us uphold the principles of medical choice and bodily 
autonomy. 



  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

Chelsey-Lynn Seto  

Kaehugirl@aol.com 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:04:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lora Burbage Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha!  
  

I am opposed to HB1118 and I am very surprised that the  Dept. of Health would be able to 
usurp parental rights especially when it comes down to religious convictions.  
  

Parents have the highest interest for their children and klnow them best,  

Mahalo!  
Lora Burbage  
 
  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:04:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leituomanu Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello, 

I do not support HB 1118. It is our God given and constitutional rights as parents to choose if we 
give our children anything. This bill goes against our free will to choose what our children are 
subjected to medically. I do not support. Thank you.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:05:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amanda Figuereo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I DO NOT support HB 1118. I am a the mother of my child and a U.S.A born citizen, i reserve 
the right to make any medical decision regarding my child. Taking away the religious exemption 
and forcing me to vaccinate my child is a violation of my rights as a citizen and parent. HB 1118 
forces parents to vaccinate their child(ren) but does not take any responsibility for any injuries 
related to vaccinations. Like everything else, vaccinations are not perfect, there is always a risk 
for a side effect! Allow parents to make their own decisions!   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:05:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

kimberly Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I greatly oppose this bill and goes against our constitutional rights as people of America. We 
have bodily autonomy and have a right as people and citizens of America to choose what enters 
into our bodies.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:06:18 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kealohi Hanohano Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this ridiculous bill. Stop taking away our freedoms and let us live our lives as 
parents. Fricken donkey of a Governor! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:07:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cristyn Alderman Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is a total injustice of mine and my children's 1st amendment religious freedom! There is 
already a policy in place with Religious exemption in the event of an outbreak happened.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:07:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Duane Lum Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a Parent of a Child attending Public School I oppose this Bill cause I feel it is unfair and 
unconstitutional for the State to Determine if My Child has to get Mandatory Vaccinations and it 
goes Against my Personal and Religious Beliefs as a Parent and a Citizen of the United States!  
I Duane Lum Oppose HB1118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:07:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cheira  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

100%oppose this bill  

this is totally against our constitution rights and this bill needs to be killed.  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:08:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ailanna Lagmay-josiah  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is ailanna and I oppose bill HB1118. It is against hawaii constitution Art 1 Sec. 2 
which if you read it says "All persons are free by nature and are equal in there inherent and 
inalienable rights. Among these rights are the enjoyment of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness." 

We should NOT A have people telling us what we should need this subject should be left 
between the parents and family physicians NO ONE ELSE. 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:09:36 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chad Yawata Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We as people should be able to make decisions for ourselves and families on medical decisions. 
Not a law or law maker. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:10:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Yuki Hamada Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I don't agree with taking my children to take mandatory vaccines, I wish to have my rights. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:10:49 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Julia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Julia and I respectfully testify in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for students vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
as well as long-standing personal and religious freedoms.  As a parent of 4, there have been 
occasions where I have chosen to delay my childs vaccine schedule for various reasons.  This bill 
would no longer allow me as a parent, to make choices for my own children.  The choice should 
be between the parent, physician and child.  My physicians role is to educate me based on 
current evidence based practice.  It is then my decision as a parent to take that information and 
make an informed decision for my child.   

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs.  Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education.  While I wholeheartedly agree that public health is 
important, policies need to respect and provide individuals with the right to choose and have 
diverse perspectives.   

Mahalo, 

Julia  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:11:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelsie K Ebanez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

100 % oppose this bill!! It's agaisnt our constitutional rights. We as human beings are and always 
will be in CHARGE of our own bodies and It's our decisions to make!  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:14:10 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mina Pedro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not agree with this bill. The only person(s) making medical decisions for my child(s) should 
be myself, my partner or they're doctor. Period. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:17:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rosanne Pulotu Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because it takes away our freedom to choose whether or not I want my child to 
be vaccinated or not. 

 











Sincerely, 

Michele Sorensen 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:19:42 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lyle Nicely  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY oppose HB1118. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:21:01 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ginai maka Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118. I am a mother and protecting my children will always be my priority. 
Vaccines are the highest risk of death, sickness, dieases. I will not let anyone have control on our 
rights as parents. May God Bless your hearts and open your eyes to see that this is not right!! 
BURN THE BILL! GIVE OUR RIGHTS BACK!! SAVE OUR CHILDREN!!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:22:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Melissa Lahti Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill!! Please vote NO!! The government has no right to tell parents what to inject 
into their children!! That is a medical right for parents or guardians only! Our bodies, our choice! 
This bill is a violation of parents and children's medical right to choose! Iam not anti vaccine, my 
children were vaccinated and I still believe in parents medical right to choose!! VOTE NO! 
Thank you. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:22:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sara Harris Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a mother and OBGYN, I strongly support this bill.  Low vaccination rates have led to the 
resurgence of infectious diseases that were previously virtually eliminated.  Vaccine refusal 
endangers the community as a whole.  Please support this bill for the health and safety of our 
keiki.   

Sincerely, 
Sara C Harris, MD 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:23:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rosalie Lenta Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha my name is Rosalie Lenta, a resident of Hawaii since birth. I attended public school from 
pre-k- grade 12 here in the Hawaii public school system. 

I oppose HB1118 because I believe it will negatively impact the keiki of Hawaii. Children do not 
choose if they want to be vaccinated or not, that is a choice that is up to parents. The children 
who's parents choose not to vaccinate will be negatively impacted by not having the option to go 
to public schools. No matter what people believe about vaccines, it's their own right to choose 
for themselves and their child. I oppose this bill because I believe children should have the right 
to education and the right to attend public school no matter what their parents decide in regards 
to immunizations. 

Please consider all of the children who will be negatively impacted by being unfairly banned and 
excluded from the public school system if this bill becomes law. 

I urge representatives to OPPOSE HB1118 and please listen to the needs of the families of all 
Hawaii residents. Protect our rights and our children.  
 
Mahalo Nui - Rosalie Mahina Pearl Lenta 
  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:24:43 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dave Teriirere Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly oppose to this bill... 

My child, my choice... 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:26:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Isaac blanchard Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please do not pass bill hb1118 to remove religious exemptions from vaccines. Body autonomy 
right? Talk the talk and walk the walk if you think abortion fine.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:27:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jamie Birrer Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha 

I am writing to submit testimony in opposition of this bill 118HB.  This is violation of our 
constitutional and human rights.  Parents should not be forced to vaccinate their children for 
them to be able to attend public school with vaccines that have gone through minimal testing and 
have numerous side effects.  We as parents should be able to decide what is best for our 
children's health.   
There needs to be further research done into big pharmaceutical companies and corporations 
money trail and who they are giving money to as incentives to force vaccinations on people.  I 
am not opposed to vaccinations in general but am opposed to taking people's rights away and 
forcing them to inject their bodies with ingredients their body might reject or might be against 
their personal religion and beliefs.   
This is a government overreach and we the people are standing up for our rights!  It is the 
government, senators, politicians' jobs to listen to the people and do what is best for the people.   

This will have a lasting impact on the DOE and the students if parents are forced to take their 
children out of public schools to avoid forced vaccinations.  The citizens pay taxes for education 
that is a right that should not be taken away.  The DOE needs to focus on improving their 
facilities that are in bad shape and questionable if some are healthy environments and taking care 
of the teachers not forcing children to get vaccinated. 

Please do the right thing and consider our freedom to make decisions based on what is best for 
our individual children and their bodies. This is not something that works for everyone.  Please 
vote no on this bill. 

I appreciate your time and consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely 

Jamie B. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:28:54 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bonnie Lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I oppose this bill due to it being unconstitutional. This bill also goes against my religious beliefs. 
This isn't how I live anymore. Growing up I was completely vaccinated and then diagnosed with 
autoimmune deficiency disorder. Vaccinated with everything my whole entire life and because 
sicker and sicker. Two things. There are heavy metals in these vaccines that have made me sick. 
There are also eggs in a lot of vaccines, and I am also highly allergic to. My rheumatologist 
now writes  me letters of vaccinations I can not get due to allergies alone. To force this on my 
child is to risk his allergies and immune system. I do not with anyone to live a life in pain like 
mine with 26 surgeries under my belt due to allergies alone of the issues these vaccines have 
caused me personally. I strongly oppose to this not just because of my religious beliefs, but also 
the welfare of my child and others.  
  

mahalo nui, Bonnie Lee 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:30:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kiana Guzman Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a mother, I, along with the father of my children, should be only two people who make 
medical decisions for my children. The state, people who are not familiar with my children, 
should not have a hand in my medical decision making. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:30:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Duane Silva  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I opposed on bill HB1118 

and it should be our decision and our family doctor to make any decisions on a vaccine or any 
vaccines 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:31:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kehaulani Feleciano Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. This is goes against my first amendment right and my religious beliefs 
to force vaccinations. It is within our first amendment rights to practice our beliefs. This bill is 
infringing upon our rights to further someone else's agenda and ego. There is no judge to say 
who can practice what religious practices or if they are "real" or not. What's next will you tally 
how many times someone goes to church in person, how vocal they are about there religious 
beliefs, how they dress or act ...how will you be able to justify based off of someone's opinion if 
these individuals/families are real in there religious beliefs? This bill is UNCONSTITUTIONAL 
plain and simple.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:31:43 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erika Trantham  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am totally against this! It should be our right as their parents to choose what we inject into our 
children. You guys tried to screw us with requiring a Covid shot in order to work now you want 
us to require vaccines so that my child can get an education! You guys make zero sense at all 
mad at trump cutting out the doe but you wanna require our children to get vaccines! Make that 
make sense i am totally against this and will not allow my child to get vaccines!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:31:49 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Frederick Wong Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in today regarding HB 1118. This bill concerns me for a number of reasons. First 
and foremost is my right of choice! This bill affects my Constitutional rights. This bill also 
affects the rights of the child being forced into getting vaccinated! As most of us know vaccines 
and medications often are accompanied with side effects. As a recipient of the Covid Vaccine I 
understand the risk of problems and life changing issues caused by this particular vaccine. Ever 
since doing the Covid Booster I have had respiratory issues! I also am dealing with heart 
problems due to this vaccine! Within three days of doing the Booster Vaccine I was hospitalized 
for Congestive Heart Failure. In hindsight I wish I never took the vaccine! Since the diagnosis of 
Congestive Heart Failure I have been taking Diarrhetics to help remove fluid from my lungs. I 
have also been placed on a regimen of no less than six other medications that cause hvarious 
problems due to different side effects! Mind you I am an adult who has built up immunity to 
many viruses! A baby who doesn't have a strong immune system will be placed in a very 
vulnerable position that has been proven to possibly cause death and other life altering 
complications. Parents should be allowed to make educated decisions regarding their children's 
welfare and safety! Government should not be dictating what medication children should be 
forced into taking! Another concern I have is the cost of these vaccines! Who pays for this? Who 
is benefiting from the funding? As we all know Covid was created and did not exist previously! 
So this shows that the government allows individuals to poison their citizens and are willing to 
pay for a medication/vaccine using taxpayer money? The people creating these diseases should 
be jailed and forced to cover the cost to create a vaccine that these criminals are responsible to 
pay for!!! It is my hope that our legislators vote according to how their community feels will best 
represent the communities interest and not their own. I also hope that accountability will be 
implemented in these bills as in the event children are harmed or worse! These legislators should 
face consequences for their decisions as every single community member faces! The Governor 
who is heading this bill should be responsible for the issues that occur because of the 
implementation of this bill! Death constitutes murder! Illness and other adverse effects also need 
to be dealt with with suitable punishment!!!  

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:32:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laurence K. Puailihau Jr. Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a parent, I am opposed to HB 1118.  I am not against vaccines, I am pro-vaccine, but I believe 
every parent should have the decision on what their child can & cannot have. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:32:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

CHARITY K Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I DO NOT AGREE TO THIS BILL. I OPPOSE. THIS SHOULD BE THE PARENTS OF THE 
CHILDREN(S) DECISION NOT ANY LAW MAKERS DECISION. YOU DID NOT GIVE 
BIRTH TO OUR CHILDREN NOR DO YOU TAKE CARE OF OUR CHILDREN SO WHO 
GIVES YOU ANY SAY. I DISAGREE DISAGREE DISAGREE. IF YOU ARE A PARENT 
AND YOU WANT TO PROTECT YOUR CHILDREN(S) THEN YOU WOULD NOT LET 
THIS LAW PASS.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:35:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marisa Miyashiro  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I urge the legislators to oppose this bill. I speak on behalf of myself and my family being a Mom 
of two children currently in public schools, as well as a 12th year School Counselor at a public 
school. I believe the decisions for when and what type of vaccinations should be for the parents 
and family physicians to decide. I oppose this a bill that dictates immunization requirements for 
our families in our islands. Mahalo for your time.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:35:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Emily Kekuewa  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONLY OPPOSE THIS BILL!! 

This bill violates the 1st amendment plus I'm the parent of my child not the government! 

Listen to the people and remember you work for us!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:36:02 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cheryl Reilly Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to voice my concern over the potential removal of the religious exemption for 
vaccines. Not only is it unconstitutional, but it is also discriminatory. We have the freedom of 
religion, and we have the freedom of choice when it comes to medical decisions. We must retain 
the right to choose. Where there is risk - and there is a plethora of documented risks associated 
with vaccinations - there must be choice. 
Measles is a relatively benign disease, and usually resolves itself without complications. There 
are no active measles cases in Hawaii at the moment, and our overall immunization rates are 
very high, among the highest in the nation. The average death from measles in the entire United 
States is ONE death annually. Removing a constitutional right to religious freedom seems a 
disproportionate response. 
Our overall vaccination rates are very high in the state of Hawaii. Most schools that have lower 
rates in a recent report are small private schools, or the numbers are skewed because even opting 
out of the flu vaccine means that the child is counted among the exempt. We do not need to 
remove the exemption in order to maintain the health of our children; they are remarkably well 
already. 
  

Mahalo, 

Cheryl Reilly 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:36:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Megan Ganzagan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE this bill. This is a blatant violation of our constitutional right to freedom 
of religion and bodily autonomy as well as as a threat to the health, safety and education of my 
children.  
Thank you  

Megan Ganzagan 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:39:18 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Montero Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

  

Hello, and thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Jessica Montero, and I am 
here to voice my strong opposition to this bill and to urge you to do the same. 

  

This bill represents a direct and unjustified violation of our religious freedoms as protected by 
both the U.S. Constitution and the Hawaii State Constitution. The First Amendment guarantees 
the free exercise of religion, and compelling parents to choose between their deeply held 
religious beliefs and their child's right to an education is an unacceptable government overreach. 
The ability to make medical decisions for one's child based on religious convictions should 
remain protected. 

  

Furthermore, there is no current outbreak or public health emergency that would necessitate the 
repeal of religious exemptions. The existing system already includes safeguards to protect at-risk 
populations. Parents who sign the religious exemption form acknowledge that in the event of an 
outbreak, their unvaccinated child may be required to stay home temporarily. This approach has 
successfully balanced public health concerns with individual rights for years without issue. If 
there were a genuine, immediate threat, the Department of Health already has mechanisms in 
place to respond appropriately. 

  

Additionally, this bill raises concerns about government overreach and inconsistency in bodily 
autonomy policies. Many lawmakers support the principle of "my body, my choice" regarding 
reproductive rights, yet this legislation would force parents to inject their children with 
substances that violate their religious beliefs or be denied access to education. This contradiction 
is deeply troubling and should concern anyone who values individual freedoms. 

  





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:39:49 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

louise fa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support vaccines. But do not force them on anyone. We do not want this bill to pass. Please do 
not pass this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:40:56 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sean Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is completely unconstitutional and should never have been composed. No child should 
ever have to be forced or mandated to take vaccinations in order to receive a free education in the 
United States of America. For those and support, please be ashamed of yourself and do not 
support this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:40:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John D.  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118. I believe it is not in my school aged child's best interest to be 
forced to take whatever vaccinations that the government decides necessary. This is my child, 
not the government's child.  I agree with the usual proven vaccinations like measles, chicken 
pox, tuberculosis etc., but I do not want my child to be forced to take any experimental COVID 
vaccinations. This is unconstitutional and morally wrong.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:42:47 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leata Riviera-Medeiros Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I am against this bill and I'm a parent of 7 and I'm against this bill. It's not right for this bill to be 
passed. You have no right against and my children and I don't agree to your mandatory vaccines 
to my children. My sister passed away from the vaccine shots on her second dose and I'm not 
going to sit here and watch my children's future be tainted by these tyrannical agenda by this 
governor. We need to stop this bill. I don't consent anyone over my family and children.  

Mahalo, 

Leata 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:43:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

leigh drake Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. I believe it should be the parents decision what vaccines they give their 
children. There are many side effects and complications that sometimes arise with vaccines. It's 
not the state, or county , or federal's decision.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:44:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shane Ferreira Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm in strong opposition of this bill, No state or Government should ever mandate a vaccination, 
revaccination, and/or an immunization of children whose parent or guardian objects, for religious 
and or ANY other reason, especially after the Covid-19 mRNA "Vaccine" has proven itself to be 
ineffective in preventing transmission, and the long term effects of the Covid-19 mRNA 
"Vaccine" have not yet been studied but illness seems to be prevalent such as myocarditis and 
sudden cardiac death. Not to mention HB1118 is in direct conflict with our First Amendment 
right and should have never been proposed! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:44:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Angela calligan  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:44:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mari T. Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this unconstitutional bill HB1118. Should it move forward, I will do my best to 
garner community support to protest against it.  I believe in our government to do the right thing 
and protect the rights of it's citizens laid out in our constitution. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:45:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Katherine D Lobendahn Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This violate Constitutional rights and liberties! Shut this down! You people and Josh Green have 
NO BUSINESS and NO RIGHT imposing this draconian measure on We The People. We will 
Primary you folks!  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:47:42 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jade K Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My ohana and I are strongly against this bill as it breaks our consititutional right to have 
religious exemptions. It it unnecessary and will affect many families who rely on public school 
to maintain their job. Many families can not afford to send their child to private school or 
to homeschool them which results in a need for public school education. Public school education 
should be accessible to all regardless of vaccination status. Religious exemption should remain 
intact for all.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:47:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Channey Tang-Ho Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Similar to the phrase people say, "my body, my choice" This is America and we pride ourselves 
on the fact that we live in a nation that respects religous freedom. The U.S. constitution's 
First Amendment safeguards that liberty from government interference. Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:48:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amy Nakanishi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 as an individual citizen. This violates constitutional rights to freedom of 
religion. This is not about vaccinations, but a bill disguised to undermine our consitutional rights 
and, instead, feeds on fear under the guise of "public safety."  

I firmly oppose HB1118. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:48:43 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Katy Clements Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118. Many vaccinations go against my personal beliefs as they contain 
aborted human cells. My beliefs will not change. My kids will simply not be going to school if 
this bill passes. And in an era where Trump will let everyone decide where their education 
dollars go, I believe many families will hold tight to their beliefs rather than vaccinate their kids 
to stay in government schools.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:49:01 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Matthew Coleman Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Shame on this bill 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:49:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Napua Kaneshiro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I as a USA citizen and a human being have the right to choose what is best for myself and my 
children, not the government!   What is wrong with you people forcing vaccines on people when 
there is overwhelming evidence that it does work!!!   Josh Green and the rest of the Democratic 
Party knowingly killed and injured adults and children with the  COVID vaccine, just for 
money.    It's disgusting and it needs to stop.   Freedom of CHOICE!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:49:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kiley Taufatofua  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I absolutely OPPOSE to bill HB1118  

we should have FREEDOM OF CHOICE in vaccinations for ourselves and our children. They 
are trying to take all of our rights away and i DO NOT agree with any of it. Do better Hawaii 
government!!!!!!!! Fight FOR your people and the future generations of HAWAI'I!!!! HEWA 
GOVERNOR GREEN! Our children will not be attending public or any school if they are 
mandated to take any type of vaccine. It is our right to have a CHOICE.  

Mahalo Nui Loa  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:50:02 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alyssa Alcos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to HB 1118, which seeks to eliminate non-medical 
exemptions to immunization requirements for school-aged children in Hawaii. As a mother and 
teacher in the Department of Education (DOE), I am deeply concerned about the far-reaching 
implications this bill will have on students, families, and their ability to access free public 
education. 

Parental Rights & Medical Freedom 

Medical decisions should remain within the domain of individual families and their trusted 
healthcare providers. Parents know their children best and should have the autonomy to make 
informed choices regarding vaccinations without undue government interference. HB 1118 strips 
away this fundamental right and places a government mandate over personalized medical 
decision-making. 

Bodily Autonomy & Informed Consent 

Forcing a medical intervention on children without an option for exemption is a direct violation 
of bodily autonomy. Every medical procedure carries inherent risks, and families deserve the 
right to evaluate these risks and make choices based on their values, beliefs, and medical history. 
Informed consent is a cornerstone of ethical medical practice, and HB 1118 disregards this 
principle by removing the ability to opt out. 

Violation of Religious Freedoms 

The removal of religious exemptions directly infringes on First Amendment protections. Many 
faith traditions emphasize the sanctity of the human body and oppose certain medical 
interventions. By eliminating this exemption, the bill places families in the untenable position of 
choosing between their sincerely held religious beliefs and compliance with a government 
mandate. 

Excluding Students from Public Education 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:50:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keawe Gilman Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We have recently gone through a COVID pandemic that pushed vaccinations that have now been 
found to be detrimental to our health.  Many of our rights were inhibited at that time and our 
communities continue to suffer the results of these vaccinations. 

We should NOT, therefore, require our most vulnerable population, our children, to adhere to 
mandated substances to be placed in their bodies in order to attend school.  This should be a 
private decision between families, their faith, and their physicians.  The childhood vaccine list 
grows longer over time and our children are not healthier.  But pharmaceutical companies are 
thriving.  We should be very careful to mandate putting ANYTHING in our bodies, especially 
our children.  To withdraw the opportunity for school attendance because of exercising a god-
given choice of placing substances in our body or not is extremely cruel to our children. 

Please do not support a bill that is detrimental to our children and their bodies.  If, in the future, 
we find (just like COVID) that the vaccinations were harmful to our bodies, the repercussions to 
the State of Hawaii will be severe if you push for this mandate. 

Also, if it is found that pharmaceutical companies are behind this bill and supporting you in any 
way, the trust in our government will further erode.  Please vote NO for this bill. 

Thank you! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:50:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janice Johnson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this Bill as it goes against the constitutional rights we have as U.S. 
citizens, the very freedom we have to choose and exercise our religious beliefs. Our religious 
freedom must continue to be protected and exercised with respect and integrity. We must not 
forget that every human was created pure, perfect and whole, and not sick.  The Governor took 
an oath, with his hand on the Bible, to uphold and serve The People with righteousness and 
integrity. Anything outside of his obligation can be seen as pure selfishness, personal gain, and 
deceitful practice. Therefore, I strongly OPPOSE this bill!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:50:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
LIKOLEHUA 
TANGARO Individual Oppose Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

The decision of whether or not to vaccinate is the most important decision that I will make as a 
parent, and the decision should be done by a parent as a choice and I believe that the right to 
make decisions about vaccinations or any medical intervention should be our freedom, not to be 
dictated by the government that mandates our medical policy. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:51:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kale Ornellas Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Very strong opposition  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:55:18 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Penner Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

First of all, I know my voice doesn't matter if it goes against mainstream, democrat policies. 
History has proven this time and again. But I feel it's still important to submit testimony and 
notify you, my representative of my position on this matter.  

I testified with over 700 other people in opposition to HAR 11-157 in 2018 and saw the rule 
changed despite only 12 testimonies in support. You will do what you want as our betters - I am 
under no illusion otherwise. 

Just know that when you make rules forcing people to choose ALL vaccines or NO vaccines 
(like Hawaii religious exemptions currently do) you will radicalize the people that were only 
opposed to one or two. 

When you remove people's voices by changing a rule to bypass the legislature every time you 
want to add a vaccine to the schedule (2018 with HAR 11-157) you radicalize those of us who 
thought you were our representatives, who thought if we spent enough time explaining our 
concerns you could see the issue without bias. 

When you ban people from traveling or entering certain public spaces when they refuse to be 
vaccinated with an experimental product that does not create sterilizing immunity - they begin to 
question why you are making the decisions you do. 

When you decide that only one *type* of "immunity" is acceptable and recovering from an 
illness or showing a titer test no longer qualifies as sufficient, it starts to feel like you're basing 
your decisions on factors that are more ideological than scientific. 

Your decision to pass this bill would not change a single mind in regard to vaccines, it 
would only isolate and radicalize a growing number of your constituents who are tired of being 
coerced, gaslit, and ultimately steamrolled. 

It will only force more parents to opt out of public education. 

It will undoubtedly add immense pressure to doctors from desperate parents (mostly the poorest) 
seeking medical exemptions because their feelings on basic bodily autonomy / conscience / 
religious objection no longer matters - but cannot afford alternative education.  



This will of course lead to the persecution of doctors who are too "loose" with the amount of 
medical exemptions they give out (always wanting to follow in California's footsteps 
unfortunately). 

It will only feed the growing discontent of the many of us who felt abandoned long ago to look at 
all of the other (even otherwise potentially valuable to us) work you do with suspicion. 

That will be the cost. 

Don't be ignorant of this reality. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:55:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sean J deMello Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

this bill is uconstitutional. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:58:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brooke Ponce Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118. The responsible of a child always belongs in hand of the parents and no one 
else.  No government or school will be making any decision of any one's child especially of their 
medical health. 

A lot of vaccination uses parts for aborted fetus (human offsping) in their development. Abortion 
is clearly against my religions. In accordance with God's words (The Holy Bible), 1 Corinthians 
6:19-20, commands Christians to honor God by caring for our bodies responsibly, for it is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit.  Receiving any vaccine will violate God's command to honor Him with 
our bodies because of the involvement of fetal stem cell in any vaccination development. 
Scriptures from The Holy Bible, teaches the value of preborn life which is created in God's 
imagine from the moment of fertilization.  As in Psalms 139:13-16 and Jeremiah 1:5, a 
developing fetus in the womb was created by God and is life that deserves to be protected.  

Therefore being FORCE to inject any vaccination against my will or my child's will would 
violate my family's deeply held beliefs about, first, honoring God in caring for our bodies, and 
second, advocating for the protection of preborn life as it is commanded in Proverbs 31:8-9, 
Jeremiah 22:3, and James 1:27. Eliminating religious exemption is clearly a violate of my First 
Amendment of the United States Constitution which protects my right to practice my religion 
without government interference. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 1:59:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melelatu Toli Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As an individual citizen I oppose HB1118 due to the simple fact that it violates human rights. As 
a firm believer in God I know that He has the final say and that whatever is done in the darkness 
will come to light. I pray for the people of Hawaii and the generations to come. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:00:18 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Troy Maruoka  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose hb1118! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:01:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kevin Penner Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a parent of school aged children, I do not consent to this bill. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:01:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ulli James Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill HB1118 as it would undermine freedom of religion and freedom of choice in 
general.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:04:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ailie Souriolle Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Given what we have recently found with lies provided to the American people when it comes to 
the origin of COVID it is fair for us to assume that we have also been lied to about the vaccines. 
This is very fragile times and Americans are trying to do what is best for their families. With 
these types of bills on the table you are taking away our freedom as well as our trust in your 
leadership. I oppose this bill as an American mother trying to do the best she can for her child!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:04:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lila Metzger Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha from Kauai, 

As a born and raised resident of Hawaii I OPPOSE BILL HB1118 and I do not consent to the 
removing of religious exemptions for school children.  
Please vote against this bill being passed.  
  

Mahalo,  

Lila Metzger  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:04:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rachel Chambers Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a mom of 4 children. I do not support the removal of religious exemptions from all the 
schools. What right do you have to force a parent to vaccinate their children in order to attend 
school? Years ago my oldest son had 1 hpv shot in about 7th grade. He had a weird reaction. He 
ended up having neurological issues since. He had to have brain and whole body mri's done. He 
was poked all over just so they can try to figure out what was going on. It was affecting his 
balance and he was in pain. I stopped all vaccines since for all my kids. They are all healthy and 
active and rarely get sick. If you have children and have a heart, you'll understand that forcing 
this on the parents is morally wrong.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:05:04 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jaudana Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am Jaudana, a parent of four and am deeply concerned about Bill HB 1118, which proposes to 
eliminate religious exemptions from vaccinations for school attendance. 

  

While I understand that your push for vaccinations may be to protect public health, I strongly 
believe that this bill infringes upon the fundamental right to freedom of religion. The proposed 
legislation would force individuals to choose between their deeply held religious convictions and 
their ability to access education. 

  

Moreover, this bill undermines the principles of religious freedom and tolerance that our country 
was founded upon. It is crucial that we respect and protect the rights of individuals with sincerely 
held religious beliefs, even if they differ from the majority. 

  

Instead of eliminating religious exemptions, I propose that the committee consider alternative 
solutions that balance public health concerns with religious freedom. For instance, schools could 
implement additional safety measures, such as more frequent health checks or enhanced hygiene 
protocols, or maybe even better food options in the cafeteria that will strengthen their immune 
systems, to minimize the risk of disease and transmission.  

  

In conclusion, I urge you to oppose HB 1118 and protect the fundamental right to religious 
freedom. It is essential that we preserve the ability of individuals to make informed decisions 
about their health and well-being, guided by their deeply held religious convictions. 

  

Jaudana Lauhingoa  

 





Christina Laney Mitre 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:05:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

courtney o'kief Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I am a nurse and a mom and I strongly oppose HB1118. The health decisions that I make for my 
keiki are between myself and my family physician, not the state of Hawaii. I have used religious 
exemptions for my keiki in order to attend school and those exemptions are my legal 
rights.  Please don't strip these rights away from us. I ask you listen to the voices of the 
community and vote no to this bill 

  

Mahalo for your time, 

  

Courtney OKief 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:06:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James Finley Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am not in support of this bill. 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:08:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kala'i Bustos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is unconstitutional and completely ridiculous. No government should be able to 
force anyone to have to take medication in order to receive an education.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:08:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Nicholas Kaneta Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My Name is Nicholas Kaneta I'm born and raised in Oahu a husband and Father of three 
wonderful kids. I'm so tired of watching my home and my island be submitted to these insane 
unconstitutional mandates. Piece by piece our freedoms are being taken away from us as locals, 
tax paying citizens and as parents.  This is not the Hawaii I grew up in.  It sickens me that I 
cannot give my children the same freedoms and and happiness I had as child growing up.  My 
family and I follow a somewhat strict hollistic lifestyle. My kids were naturally birthed and my 
youngest was home birthed.  We believe in natural healing and try to sustain as much of natural 
household as we can from our toothpaste to my wife washing her hair with apple cider 
vinegar.  You'll never find a bottle of tylonal or ibuprofen in my house.  The point is we have 
raised our family like this forever we live it everyday.  We were persecuted, called names and 
ridiculed for our beliefs. I even lost my Job working as a chef working for a non profit cooking 
for quarenteen hotels and homeless shelters during the pandemic all for or not getting vaccinated. 
In the end we perservered and stuck to our beliefs and we stuck together all to have this bill 
HB1118 come at us now. Im so tired of this. I have tried to raise my kids to respect others beliefs 
even if it's not the same as yours. But with these ever changing times it's hard for them to 
understand why it's seems to be ok  other can do it to them but they cannot do it to others. We all 
have the right to believe in what is right for us but to pressure and force others to follow in your 
own convictions is not right. I'm tired of this!!  They can come at me, call me names, ostracize 
and even fire me!!  But do not go after my kids!  This must stop!  
Mahalo thank you for listening. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:15:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jermaine Rabago Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. You should not be the one to decide if my child take the vaccine or not. 

It should be the parents to decide what vaccines our children will take. This is not your child and 
you dont have the right to tell us what vaccines to take. Our body, our choice!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:15:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Zac Nosugref Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:15:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joshua Green-Matutino Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Joshua Kamuela Green-Matutino, and I testify in opposition to 
HB1118. 

  

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. As a Christian I believe myself and my 
family need to keep our bodies as pure as we possibly can for our lord and savior Jesus Christ, 
there are many other healthier ways to fight off disease, colds etc. and we prefer to take a more 
natural route and use what the lord has created for us on this planet. 

  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. 

  

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:17:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marianne Hubbell Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is our 1st amendment religious freedom!  There is currently no reason/emergency to put in 
place these unconstitutional measures!  As with COVID there are measures in place should an 
outbreak of an illness occur! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:18:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nicole Carlson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a previous advocate vaccine supporter, before Covid 19, I have alway educated patients and 
family members on the importance. Education is key and knowing what is in these vaccines are 
important. I have seen patients who were at their healthiest or family members get sick so fast 
after receiving vaccine recently. I have looked into recent vaccines and their ingredients recently 
and why would we put these chemical in humans. Education is key and mandating or demanding 
immunizations is not pono. I reject this bill on behalf of my ohana, friends, and patients.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:18:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laurence Limasa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

No to HB1118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:20:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Tsang Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposed to HB118 HD1. As US citizens, it is our right to decide for us individually and our 
keikis for immunizations not the government. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:23:02 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charity Ballesteros  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a parent, I oppose to this bill because it is the parents decision not the government. If the 
child has a bad reaction to immunization or it causes irreversible damage to the child, the child 
and family will be the ones to suffer the consequences. The lives of our children need to be 
protected at all cost. These vaccinations are not 100% proven to protect our childrens health if 
anything it can cause harm. I strongly oppose to this mandate.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:23:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sue Tagura Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please do not pass this bill. Please do not remove parents first ammendment free will ability to 
choose what is injected into their infants and children . Please reconsider what seems to be an 
already decided decision based on 95 percent herd immunity where evidence exists to the 
contrary of actual lower percentages ( for some being as low as 50-70% ) in addition to the small 
increase in religious exemptions used ( screenshots included ) as well as the truth that children 
make up a small amount of the states total population . 

Many of these injections contain metals such as aluminum that cross the blood brain barrier and 
also are made with aborted fetal tissue that violates the conscience of many. There are other 
ways to stay healthy and am praying this isn't about power or position or finances as science now 
shows after decades of data the wide range of side effects caused to all/ many of  us all even now 
by these vaccines and also shows unvaccinated healthier longer over time . Please be convicted , 
stirred and filled with enough courage to vote no as the majority of states have. 

Thank you . 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:25:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brandy Paguirigan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha I would like to oppose on this bill due to many reason. One reason being that my child 
shouldn't have to be vaccinated if it wasn't necessary. The government shouldn't control the 
decisions I want to make for my child. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:25:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kele-jo  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha my name is Kele-Jo growing up i thought you always had to get your flu shot & whatever 
shots. Wasn't until high school i started to learn about my body and what goes on or in it. When I 
stopped getting any type of vaccine. Since having my daughter 5 years ago. Even more I am 
against getting any type of vaccine. They don't protect me also you have to get it again the 
following year. To boost your immune system, why not teach people or keiki what foods we 
shall eat to boost our immunity. Let the parents have a choice if they want to or don't want to. 
You shall have no say over our keiki & ourselves.   

Also if this goes through do you know how much keiki will be pulled out of schools. I am totally 
again this. Let people choose. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:29:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rustin Funakoshi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:32:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynn Hiyane Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this measure / bill. This is the right of an individual and or family guardian or 
parent. Not the overreaching government telling me what to do with my child.  
  

those in support clearly do not care 

sbout our keiki and care more about their own career and pockets. That said should you vote to 
pass this measure you will never have my vote and the lives and medical adverse affects are on 
your hands.   

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:33:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Kayla roberts Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Absolutely no. This eliminates my constitution of rights. Also god given rights to a religious 
exemption to vaccine. MY kids MY RIGHTS.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:33:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Taylor Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Taylor saragosa, do not support this bill please I beg of you for the sake of our keiki!! If you all 
truly care about the keiki and their education you will not make this mandatory! My children are 
thriving in school right now they love it and have so many friends... I can't imagine breaking 
their hearts because they no longer can go in person school because of you all! So again with all 
due respect please do not make this mandatory! I DO NOT SUPPORT THIS BILL!!   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:35:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Holly Neves  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE HB 1118. The proposed bill in Hawaii that mandates parents to 
vaccinate their children is a concerning overreach of governmental authority and an infringement 
on parental rights. This legislation, if passed, would strip parents of their fundamental right to 
make informed medical decisions for their children, a right that is essential to family autonomy 
and the well-being of minors. 

Firstly, the decision to vaccinate should reside with the parents, who are best positioned to 
understand the unique health needs and circumstances of their children. By imposing a blanket 
mandate, the state disregards individual medical histories, potential allergies, and other 
contraindications that may make certain vaccines unsuitable for some children. This one-size-
fits-all approach fails to account for the nuanced and personalized nature of healthcare. 

Secondly, this bill undermines the trust between parents and the medical community. Forcing 
vaccinations can lead to increased skepticism and resistance among parents who feel their 
concerns and preferences are being ignored. Informed consent is a cornerstone of ethical medical 
practice, and this bill erodes that principle by coercing compliance rather than fostering 
understanding and voluntary agreement. 

Furthermore, the bill sets a dangerous precedent for governmental intrusion into private family 
matters. If the state can mandate medical procedures, it opens the door to further encroachments 
on personal freedoms and parental rights. This slippery slope could lead to additional mandates 
that further erode individual liberties and personal choice. 

In conclusion, while public health is undeniably important, it must be balanced with respect for 
individual rights and parental authority. The proposed bill to force vaccinations on children is a 
misguided and heavy-handed approach that undermines parental rights and personal freedoms. It 
is crucial that the government respects the autonomy of families and allows parents to make 
informed medical decisions in the best interest of their children. We urge the legislature to reject 
this bill and uphold the rights of parents to make these critical decisions. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:38:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mark Gouveia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. 

  

As a father of five, I find this situation deeply concerning. My children were required to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine to participate in sports in 2021. Now, in 2025, it's no longer a 
requirement for any sport. This inconsistency raises serious questions about the decision-making 
process and potential conflicts of interest. This bill should be dropped and not even brought up 
again. 

  

Mandating this could lead to many parents withdrawing their children from school. I urge you to 
proceed with caution and reconsider this. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:39:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jaecynn Romero Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

This bill needs to be stopped. It violates our constitutional rights for freedom of religion as well 
as our children's rights to free education.  
  

I would hope that it would be noted that the families who would be most affected by this are 
local born families. Many of which already have seen their own family members be driven out of 
their homeland due to the housing issues and extreme costs of living as it is. Many already work 
multiple jobs to stay afloat and do not have the luxury of pulling their children from school to 
homeschool when their rights are violated.  
  

So pilau to propose something that can affect the people of this land in such a way or further 
drive them out.  
  

Please consider voting AGAINST this bill for the Keiki and the families that belong to this aina.  
  

Mahalo, 

Jaecynn Romero  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:39:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ronny De Reis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:42:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Katryana Hanley-Knutson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. With the new administration it is importnat that we have high levels of 
vaccination to avoid things like the measles outbreaks we are seeing in Texas at the moment.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:43:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tyneski Quintel Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill should not be passed, and this choice should be made solely between the family and the 
physician. This should not be required for children to obtain vaccines in order to enter school. 
Please do all you can to oppose this bill in order to keep our free choice of vaccines to Our rights 
that we have as a citizen. Otherwise I see a lot of people going homeschooling and that's just as 
fine as well. 

 





This series raises critical questions about the necessity, safety, and long-term effects of these 
vaccines, revealing the fear-based tactics used to promote them. 

The medical industry has been fear-mongering for years, pushing vaccines without providing 
transparent evidence of their necessity or safety. It is time to question these narratives and 
prioritize informed consent and parental choice. 

I stand firmly against HB1118 and urge you to protect our freedom to choose what is best for our 
children. 

Mahalo for considering this testimony. 

Coral Shaw 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:45:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keala Keo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Keala Keo and I am a concerned resident of Ko'olauloa and a mother of 6 children. 

I urge you vote no for HB1118. I am testifying today to tell you that all six of my children are 
different and that's the way it should be. Alll 6 of my children also happen to have allergies that 
we have to be aware of when and where we eat, where we swim and what plants we are near. 3 
are allergic to tomatoes, 1 to jellyfish stings and 1 to mango and banana sap. They are each 
different individuals in how they act, respond, communicate and also how their body responds to 
their specific allergy. I cannot feed them all the same thing. I cannot give them all the same 
medication. I cannot speak to them using the same language and in the same way because they 
are different ages, different understanding levels and emotionally different people. Mandating 
that vaccinations be required to all DOE children should be illegal and unethical for these same 
reasons due to lack of choice and the fact that each child and their needs will always be different 
due to many changing factors.  
There are many reason why children should not be mandated to have the same vaccination 
schedule or to have a medical procedure be mandated to attend school. Some children need to 
space out their vaccinations due to the toxicity levels involved. One thing that connects my 6 
children is their response to vaccinations. My children personally received 104-106 fevers after 
vaccinations. They were sick with pneumonia like symptoms for months after a vaccination. 
Requiring that children receive vaccinations means that you are 100% sure that there will be no 
negative side effects due to human error or vaccination recalls or ingredients that a person is 
going to respond negatively to. Because you cannot guarantee no harm due to this decision, there 
should be no mandate. A mothers intuition must not be ignored.  
The only way you can vote that will do no harm is by voting no. It must be the personal choice of 
each individual to accept a vaccination or not. Whether or not you believe in the science of 
vaccinations, taking away someone's medical choice should not be something that holds a child 
back from attending a DOE school.  
Thank you for your time. Your consideration of my thoughts on these matters mean so much to 
me and my family. Aloha 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:45:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Toma Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill as it penalizes our ability to choose what is being administered to our 
keiki. I am not speaking to the efficacy of vaccines, but rather the right to public education 
without discrimination of an individual's religous beliefs and practices. We, as parents, want to 
do what we believe is best for our children, and I believe one of the primary roles of our 
government is to ensure that we all have the right and ability to make those decisions, without 
the fear of penalty and/or punishment. Thank you for taking the time to consider my testimony. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:46:02 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Timothy Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. High immunization rates are critical.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:49:48 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Serena Taylor Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a mother to three children who have religious beliefs against vaccinations, I think it's 
unconstitutional to refuse our right to be exempt from vaccinations for our children.  
  

My children are highly intelligent and rarely ever get sick. We don't eat processed food, we are 
outdoors taking care of our aina, and are good law abiding citizens. To not allow my children to 
attend schools here based on not being vaccinated is not right.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:50:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Faye N Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I firmly and totally oppose this bill.  Each person / family should be able to make their own 
decision about this.  Do not pass this bill.   

 





https://www.hrsa.gov/cicp/cicp-data/table-1?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/health/health-problems/emergency-no-longer-exists-doctors-call-for-covid-vaccines-to-be-pulled-to-reassess-safety/news-story/1bfd89ce40c2e07256a6620d22a1d63a?utm_source=chatgpt.com




HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:54:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cheryl Braswell Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My body, my choice. Parents and Guardians are the only ones that should have say on their 
children vaccines.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:54:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shirin Meherally Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Members of the House Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs Committee, 

I am writing to strongly oppose House Bill 1118, which seeks to eliminate non-medical 
immunization exemptions for school-aged children in Hawaii. While public health is important, 
this bill raises serious concerns about religious freedom and parental rights, both of which must 
be protected. 

The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution guarantees every individual the right to practice 
their religion freely. By removing religious exemptions for vaccines, HB 1118 forces families to 
choose between their deeply held beliefs and their children access to education. No family 
should have to sacrifice their faith to comply with government mandates. 

Parents have the fundamental right to make medical decisions for their children. HB 1118 strips 
them of this choice and imposes a one-size-fits-all mandate, disregarding personal, ethical, and 
philosophical considerations. Medical decisions should remain between families and healthcare 
providers, not dictated by the government. 

Public health initiatives must be balanced with respect for individual rights. Forcing medical 
procedures upon those with deeply held religious beliefs is an overreach of government 
authority. I urge you to oppose HB 1118 and protect the rights of Hawaii families to make 
informed, personal medical decisions for their children. 

Sincerely, 

Shirin Meherally  

2/19/25 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:54:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jenessa Knight Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It is unamerican to take away our right to choose what we do with our children. 

iv had 3 friends vaccinate their kids and get vaccination injuries. One of them within 24 hrs went 
none verbal and will never be able to talk again.. vaccinations are not safe. They are not tested 
and if a parents doesn't want to give their kid 72 shots they shouldn't be forced. This is out 
rageous. For everyone worried about their kids and if they belive so strongly in the vaccine then 
they should belive their kid should be fine being around people who are not vaccinated.  
  

please don't take our choice  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:55:01 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristin Cunningham Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I have a right to believe what I believe. The first amendment gives me that right. Who are you to 
quash that? If this bill passes my 4 children, all born in Hawaii, would be affected. We would 
have to leave the state. Hawaii is already losing it's population. Our kids are not a threat to 
immunocompromised kids. Repeals of religious exemptions in other states have led to greater 
problems. Kids will be pulled from schools. My kids have a right to their education and their 
beliefs. I oppose this bill. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:58:36 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Briana Puahala Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I OPPOSE HB1118. 

The vaccinations can not be a requirement for a keiki to enter school, especially if they got 
injured from it. 

  

Vaccinations are not medically safe for keiki to take in order to enter school. Vaccines contain 
aluminum, mercury, fetal aborted cells and and not safe at all for human consumption. The 
ingredients in vaccines are toxic and cause side effects and adverse reactions. 

If the government makes vaccinations a requirement to enter school then the government should 
be responsible if a individual gets a side effects or adverse reaction. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 2:58:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

brooke jacobsen  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Legislators, 

I am writing in strong opposition to HB 1118 regarding the forced immunizations in Hawaii 
schools. As both a parent and a Licensed Clinical Social Worker here in Hawaii, I have a deep 
concern about this bill. My children are currently enrolled in Hawaii public schools as well as 
Kamehameha Schools, and we have utilized religious exemptions in accordance with our beliefs. 

We are not willing to follow the current CDC immunization schedule for both spiritual and 
medical reasons. While we recognize the importance of vaccines for public health, there are 
certain vaccines that conflict with our beliefs. However, we are open to administering vaccines 
that do not violate our faith, especially should any preventable diseases resurface in the United 
States or Hawaii. In those cases, we would be willing to carefully weigh the risks and benefits, as 
we understand the importance of protecting not only our own children but others as well. 

It is critical that parents retain the right to provide informed consent regarding immunizations 
and that we maintain the freedom to choose the best time for each vaccine, based on the needs of 
our child. I believe that forced immunizations infringe upon our rights and create unnecessary 
divisions within the community. 

This bill, in my view, presents dangerous implications that could adversely affect families, 
including mine, who have concerns based on religious beliefs, medical reasons, and personal 
circumstances. We must respect the autonomy and rights of parents to make the best decisions 
for the health and well-being of their children. 

I urge you to reconsider this legislation, and I ask that you take into account the concerns of 
those who believe in the importance of informed consent, individual freedom, and parental 
rights. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:00:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

jesse white Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I absolutely oppose this house bill as it is a perfect example of goverment overreach and a 
violation of my constitutional rights.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:00:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dayna Morreira Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. We the people should have the right to choose, not be mandated by 
government to put something into our bodies if we don't want to. My body my decision & 
choice, my child my decision. Thank you 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:01:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carl V. Amussen III Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Do not pass this. This is taking our rights away for choosing what we want with our kids choice. 
And the governor and other people who vote on this should not have a choice to tell us what to 
do with our kids body. Not right to strip religious exemption from us. DO NOT PASS hb1118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:01:56 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ikaika Smith-Koa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, on behalf of my ohana I Ikaika Smith-Koa OPPOSE HB1118. It is unconstitutional, and 
is against my rights to religion. It also violates the rights as a parent to freely choose to 
vaccinate/mask our children in OUR public school system. Be aware that when DOGE comes to 
Hawai'i, we'll see where in the constitution it states that religious exemption or RELIGION is 
disregarded as a RIGHT of an AMERICAN LIVING HUMAN BEING. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:01:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maile Johnson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:03:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Fha96744@gmail.com Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I as a native hawaiian and citizen of the United States oppose SB 1118 and know from 
experience my children took a vaccine and got hives all over their body and especially on their 
chest close to their heart. We rushed them to hospital and they gave medication to stop hives 
from vaccine taken. For this, I oppose SB 1118! No one should be forced to take something 
foreign in order to go to school to get their education!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:05:51 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ashley Vaitai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose of this bill!! It is wrong for the state to force our children to take the Covid-19 
vaccination! I do not agree with this bill at all. Please rethink your decision for this bill. It is not 
Pono for our children to suffer because of what you want them to take. Think what's best for the 
kids of Hawaii because this is not it!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:05:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dannica Orsatelli Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill! This is taking away our rights as parents! You guys have done enough damage 
for our keiki already in the DOE system!  
 
Why should this be required in schools but not even required in jobs? 

  

Please NO TO BILL HB1118 
  

  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:06:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Braeshon Rapozo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It is my right to decide what is put into my children's bodies. As their mother, I know what is in 
their best interest. As their mother, I have chosen a pediatrician who does what is best & 
healthiest for my children. I refuse to poison my children with shots that are directly linked to 
autism and other disabilities. Numerous shots which contain heavy metals that fog our brains and 
cause problems. I will not allow it.  
I know numerous people who have experienced tragic life altering complications after taking the 
Covid vaccines. From blood clotting, heart issues, changes in diets, uncontrollable skin rashes, 
mood changes & even DEATH!!! The same people who put their faith in this shot are 
now coming to terms with the effect it has left on their lives because they have no other 
explanation. My family member died only 1.5 hrs after taking the disgusting shot! The shot she 
believed would protect her life & those around her!! Instead, it claimed her life and she took her 
last breath in her daughters arms.  
YOU WILL NOT HAVE MY CHILDREN!!!!!!!!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:06:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alana Dandrea Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I am writing in opposition of HB1118. I am a born and raised Maui resident and have two 
young children of my own. Passing this bill greatly affects our family and so many others that I 
know. 
It should always be up to the family and parents whether they feel it's in their child's best interest 
to be vaccinated. Taking away this right and this option for families could be detrimental to the 
well being many families, children and communities. We all deserve the right to chose and if 
others are vaccinated it should not matter if our child is not. If there are other rules we need to 
follow I can understand that but to stop our children from attending school because of this is 
uncalled for. 
Please do not take this right away from us. There is no reason why we should not be able to have 
a choice for our children and their health. Please consider how many lives you will be affecting if 
you pass this bill.  
  

mahalo for the consideration.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:07:01 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shaila Kahalewai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill HB1118, mandating our keiki to take all required vaccinations to enter Hawaii 
schools. First of all, there is significant scientific evidence that shows the adverse effects 
vaccines may have on our keiki. Second, who gives anyone the right to tell us as parents what we 
can and cannot do with our keiki. We as mothers sacrificed our body and health to bring this 
keiki into this world, let alone financially take care of them, ain't no government official is going 
to tell us what to do with them. The last I checked, we are the tax paying citizens that provide a 
paycheck for government officials and also for public schools to operate, which allows us to 
have all the rights to make informative decisions on what our keiki's needs are. You want to 
create bills and laws with our tax paying dollars, make sure it will benefit our childrens well 
being and education, not poison them!! Since when did Hawaii become a "THUG" State, trying 
to induce control on people and force them to do things not in their belief? You politicians that 
waste our tax paying money for bullshit bills like this, need to "GET OUT" of office. You bunch 
of sell out "GANG BANGING THUGS"!! We already have the worst education in the nation 
and you want to mandate vaccinations which will cause more of our keiki to not register for 
schools that our tax money pay for?? MAKE THIS MAKE SENSE!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:07:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leilani Chai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HB1118  

I ask that you do not delay before this bill passes. If not , there could be an uncertainty for 
persons of culture in Hawaii who believe for religious freedoms. Hawaii has lost so much 
already, will this be taken from us too? 

I urge you again. Please help the people of Hawaii not to fall into the hands of the 
oppression that takes away all exemptions that are non-medical which would include religious 
exemptions. I strongly oppose this bill and I want my right as a citizen to choose what it right for 
my life and the life of my children. Keep Hawaii Aloha.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:08:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Heidi Fuata Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I believe it should be up to the parents/guardians on whether or not to vaccinate their children, 
NOT the government. Putting a mandate on what goes inside children's bodies is insinuating that 
the government knows best, and I'm sorry but none of you even know my children to make that 
determination on their behalf. To mandate this bill would suggest that Hep B is a viable 
vaccination to give a child within 24 hours of them being born, and for those who don't know, 
Hep B is transmitted through blood, semen, and vaginal fluids. WHY WOULD A NEWBORN 
NEED THAT?! My children have only ever been to their pediatrician for their wellness visits 
and absolutely love their doctor because she's not sticking them with needles every time they see 
her. If it's not broken, don't fix it. This bill is trying to make a problem that isn't happening, 
please try to fix the actual problems we have in this state, LIKE CHILDREN HAVING TO PAY 
FOR TRANSPORTATION TO GET TO SCHOOL, BUSES SHOULD BE FREE. Thank you 
for your time and consideration.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:09:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patricia Marchese Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill.  As a citizen of the United States of America, I believe this bill 
eliminates our constitutional rights as parents to religious exemption.  We should have the choice 
to not vaccinate our children due to our religious beliefs. 

   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:09:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bronson Teixeira Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I strongly oppose this bill, this bill is clearly unconstitutional and is an attack on the first 
amendment. Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:09:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Isaiah Fonoti Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB 1118. I believe the decision to vaccinate should be between parent and 
child, not forced upon by the government. I believe this bill strips parents of their rights. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:13:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nalia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Nalia and I OPPOSE to HB1118. This is not right to FORCE vaccination 
upon our children who attend school. I am a mother of 3 kids who are still in school. After what 
we went through during covid and how we are seeing numerous negative side effects from just 
the covid shot, that alone should allow for questions to arise on any vaccines to be injected into 
our children's bodies. It is our RIGHT as parents and also the right to our children's bodies to 
choose what they would allow into their bodies. As parents, it is our responsibility to protect and 
decide what is good and not good for them.    

We The People, We the Parents and guardians of our keikis in Hawaii are all saying NO to this 
HB1118.  

  

I pray and hope you hear us. You talk about dictatorship, Green is being a dictator for pushing 
this and forcing it upon the children. He is NOT for the peoples best instrest.  

  

Do Not pass HB1118.... 

  

Mahalo nui loa 

Nalia L. ( Kauai island)  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:13:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Makaha Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

NO, let the parents/child decide to vaccinate or Not.we have human rights. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:14:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maverick Quartero Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Good Afternoon, 

I am opposed to HB1118.  Parents alone are responsible for the health and well being of their 
own child.  Parents are legally responsible for the care of their children, and can be prosecuted 
for negligence.  The government should not be able to supersede a parent's decision on medical 
care when they do not bear the consequences of that decision.  Parents will be the one's to care 
for their children in the event of a negative reaction to a immunization, not the 
government.  Religious exemption is a Constitional Right and I feel HB1118 is in direct violation 
of the 1st Ammendment.   

Thank You, 

Maverick E. Quartero 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:15:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cory Wilson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this Unconstitutional bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:16:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christy Asato Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 as an individual citizen. This violates constitutional rights to freedom of 
religion. This is not about vaccinations, but a bill disguised to undermine our constitutional rights 
and, instead, feeds on fear under the guise of "public safety."  
  

I strongly oppose HB1118. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:16:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Victor Papapa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly oppose this bill!  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:16:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dalton Lave Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Parents should have the rights to decide if their child need those shots. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:16:47 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Misunas Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. Hiw dare the governor and government force children to take 
injections from companies that have liability for potential side effects 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:17:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Faga Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly oppose  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:17:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ana M Pangaribuan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm opposing this bill HB1118. 

  

 I believe that any medical decision for my body and the body of my children, who are not yet 
aware of their own medical conditions at young age, should only be done by the consent of the 
parents.  

No one should be forced to be vaccinated just as much as no one can force anyone to take any 
antibiotics/tylenol/aspirin/etc.   

  

The Goverment is not taking any action for the lives of people dying due to forceful vaccine, so 
why should I rely on the government to take care of my child?  My children are my 
responsibility and this is a God given responsibility to me, not to the government officials to take 
care.   The government may suggest but in the eyes of the Almighty God, myself as a parent still 
responsible for my children's best well being. 

  

once again. In total opposition to HB1118.   

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:17:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sheana Alapai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, 
 
My name is Sheana Alapai, and I tesitify in opposition to HB1118. 
 
This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. As a mother, this is very concerning to me. I 
understand that public safety is very important to us all but it is as equally important as 
individual rights as well. I could understand if the vaccinations did 100% prevent people from 
getting an illness as well as spreading it, but that has yet to be proven true. In fact, according to 
data, there is nothing that proves that vaccines have prevented an illness from occuring in 
general. If it were proven to be true, I believe people like myself, would not have an issue with 
this bill being passed. But it seems like the intent to mandate has a driven intention to control 
which strips us all; simply our freedom of choice. 

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. 

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:17:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chantelle  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Oppose HB 1118 to make vaccines mandatory for school without any exceptions. I oppose 
making vaccines mandatory in any shape or form. When it comes to our kids as a parent It 
should be my choice not the government. I'm curious what vaccines do they want to be mandated 
so badly? We should be worrying about other ways to keep children healthy. Ex: Health and 
nutrition class. This will cause a lot of families to homeschool their children. I work for the 
Department of Education. I will home school my kids. Thank you for your time and I really hope 
you take this in to consideration. No Mandatory Vaccinations.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:18:36 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Kamaikeanuenue 

Kamakaala  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:20:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Yvonne Galoia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Science has been completely, abandoned, pharmaceutical companies designed drugs only treat 
symptoms. They do not cure that is a business model by one pharmaceutical company. a business 
model that allows you to give a drug to a person for life.  

The next level of drug advertising is to create the disease through vaccinations. When you don't 
have any more symptoms, you don't have any more clientele.  

big Pharma has the best marketing department in the world you simply pay to report that the 
study showed positive results, they are buying science.  Over 125,000 people die from 
prescription drugs every year, you would think That you would spend more on research to try to 
offset the death toll. But they do not care just keep marketing market market market that's why 
there are so many drug commercials, over 80% of commercials are drug commercials. This is a 
company whose goal is to make money and I will not put my children at risk for profit.  
healthy people do not make pharmaceutical companies that create drugs and vaccines money, 
sick people do.  
  

and there are studies by doctors and physicians who say that unvaccinated children are the 
healthiest among their vaccinated and partly vaccinated, peers. These are independent, doctors 
and physicians who are not bought and paid for by pharmaceutical companies they have openly 
stated that they are incentivize to give vaccinations to their patients whether they have a adverse 
reaction or not. I consider that a crime against humanity. 

my main reason is that you guys have offered no solution for vaccine injured children or 
accountability, If they are injured? why is that? It is a recipe for tyrannical government whose 
goal is to control their population possibly if not most likely because they are in the pockets of 
big Pharma. 

This is unconstitutional and it violation of our God-given rights!  
I will not coparent with the government if you force us we will be forced to homeschool our 
children.  
if that doesn't work, I would gladly move off this tyrannical state. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:20:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sunshine Kahapea Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Do not agree with having my religious freedoms taken away from me. I oppose this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:22:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chloe Addington Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose the bill mandating vaccines for our children! If if means homeschooling my children, 
then that is what I will have to do. This is unconstitutional and if this bill does end up passing I 
hope all the parents that oppose it band together to pull our children from the school. PROTECT 
OUR KEIKI!!!!!!!!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:22:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristen Lemonds Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this house bill 1118. The state has no right to mandate what vaccines or 
medical procedures its constituents take or don't take. This is extreme overreach by the 
government to be involved in the decisions parents or individuals take regarding medical care for 
their children. It is not the responsibility of the government to be medically responsible for 
anyone. Parents or guardians of Hawaii's children must choose their medical care. The 
government doesn't own its people or need to make a one size fits all medical decision. It's 
absolutely abhorrent to even consider this an option. The government does not get to decide what 
goes in my body or my child's body!  Period! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:23:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Troy Wong Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB 1118.  

I do not religiously exempt my children from vaccines but taking away that is not right. What 
happened to "our bodies, our choice"? Only applies to pregnant women? Doing this is taking 
away education to those who hold their religious beliefs closely. Shame on all of those who are 
backing this bill 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:25:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Henry Bell Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a native Hawaiian and a father of 6 and I am against this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:25:18 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Breisha Wagner Tadio Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not agree with HB 1118! You folks are slowing ripping our rights away and it's not right. 
My kids are unvaccinated and perfectly fine!!! Please DO NOT PASS HB1118! Let us parents 
decide what we should give our children.  

 





https://health.hawaii.gov/news/newsroom/more-hawai%CA%BBi-students-not-up-to-date-on-immunizations/
https://health.hawaii.gov/news/newsroom/more-hawai%CA%BBi-students-not-up-to-date-on-immunizations/




HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:27:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Sarah Lum Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

As an educated citizen, who spent years in Hawaii's public school system as both a student and 
an educator I am appalled that our leaders would even let a measure like this get this far.  
  

I cannot believe in a "free" America, a completely average, extremely liberal minded, just so 
happens to be into a healthy lifestyle person such as myself - has to stand up in a government 
building to beg for the right to choose.  
Safety research has not been mandated of pharma companies in America, resulting in absolute 
negligence of care and consistent vaccine injury amongst those recieving vaccines in our 
country. Why don't we regulate the companies making the drugs before we mandate the folks to 
consume these mystery medicines that have zero liability.  
Second, the money train directly ties pharma lobbiests as the keys influencing FDA and 
government decisions - individuals working once for the FDA offered lucrative positions at 
private companies, suddenly being offered grants and government funds. 
  

All of the medicines these parents cluelessly pour into their innocent children's bloodstreams .. 
with zero safety testing ever conducted ...  

how dare you say we must consume these vile concoctions made from innocent animals and fetal 
cells that never underwent testing for safety. This is no longer for the greater good- it has become 
a capitalist wet dream that you continue to rub down.  
Please give my child an opportunity to recieve an equal, public education that my taxes are 
paying for a without forcing him to participate in the governments massive science experiment.  
  

I oppose HB1118 and sincerely hope you see why you should as well. Why don't you ban guns 
in Hawaii before you force shots. 

 









Maui, Hawaii  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:30:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Minda Takaki Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because as a parent I should have the right to make decisions on there behalf 
and not the government. By you forcing this on my children you are taking away my medical 
freedom and my first amendment rights. What happened to "My body, my choice"? This should 
apply to this situation as well. If my child reacts to any of the vaccines forced on them the state is 
not liable. But, yet the state wants to force this on us. Make that make sense.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:30:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Denise Fernandez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

SUBJECT: Oppose H 1118  

I am submitting my testimony opposing HB1118.  

Mahalo! 

Denise Fernandez 

  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:31:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sharla Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118! 

It is my GOD GIVEN RIGHT to choose what is best for my child, NOT this totalitarian bill 
forced upon our people and parents!  
Forced COVID vaccinations for our keiki to plarticipate in sports was enough and caused many 
many adverse reactions and even DEATHS! 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:32:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carolina Carreira Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill.  Per both the federal and state constitution, religious freedom and the 
practice, customs and traditions thereof are a protected right.  This bill is a clear violation of 
those rights and a overreach by the government.   

James Madison said "Crisis is the rallying cry of a tyrant" and this bill pushed by Governor Josh 
Green makes him just that.  He seeks to remove the fundamental rights of the people in the name 
of "health and safety."  "Health" parameters that are set by HIS administration.  This is a 
dangerous slippery slope.  Tyrannical regimes throughout history have started in this very same 
way.  What other rights will Governor Green seek to remove in order to accomplish his 
agenda?  This cannot stand. 

Moreover, should this bill pass it has already established that the people will fight the bill all the 
way to the highest court in our nation.  Governer Green and our Hawaii legistlators will be 
knowingly wasting Hawaii tax payer money as they attempt to fight a court case that will 
indisuputably fail in the supreme court.  And why?  So Governor Green can make a statement 
and stay relevant in nation wide news?  Ask yourselves -Do we really need to be a laughing 
stock in national news AGAIN over ridiculous, wasteful spending that has zero benefit to the 
people of Hawaii?  The people of Hawaii deserve better. 

I implore our state representatives to do your duty and uphold the federal and state 
constitution. Fulfill your purpose to serve ALL people of our great state.  Kill this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:32:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathy yoo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Kids should be protected in public schools, and vaccinations should be required.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:32:56 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alisa Hamasaki Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose bill HB1118 bill- it does not protect the religious rights of the people and our 
children of Hawaii and it is against our rights. This bill is not based on the health of our students 
and children, it is just another way to control the people of Hawaii. I am a public school teacher 
and a parent, who send my children to public schools but people should not be forced to get 
vaccines, people should have a choice and if they have an exemption, children should be able to 
attend the same school and receive an education like everyone else. I do not support bill 
HB1118- everyone has reasons and their choices should be their's not the government of Hawaii. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:38:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aimee Legaspi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. Our children are minors, and requiring them to get a vaccine just 
because the state mandates it goes against everything we stand for. The decision should rest 
solely with parents and their medical providers, who can determine the appropriate time and 
necessity for vaccination.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:38:42 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alvin Erice Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Alvin Erice, I am a father of 3boys and I highly oppose this bill. My children should 
not be FORCED to take foreign substances. We need to allow for freedom to choose weather we 
want these immunizations or not. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:40:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shelley Krynsen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose for medical, religious and personal freedom for families and individuals. As a 
mother of a child who has epilepsy possibly from vaccination i think this bill is a extreme 
overreach. Parents should be able to choose what is best for their children.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:41:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

kaliki unga Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support HB1118. Thank you. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:44:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bradd Haitsuka Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HB1118 is a clear violation of constitutional rights, This clearly violates freedom of religious 
practices. This flawed bill needs to be killed. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:44:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ashley Suan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello Chair, my name is Ashley Suan, and I testify in opposition to HB1118. This bill will go 
against my the first ammendmant. By having this bill pass, it will take away my right to speech 
and my religion. I am a mother of three beautiful children and I thank God everyday for them. 
God had answered my prayers of wanting children and gave me the right to protect my children 
at all cost. I am not against vaccines, however, I am against anyone that tries to steal my right to 
make decisions for my children. I am also a health care worker (registered nurse) and I always 
honor patient's right to refuse care. It is not my right or the hospital rights to make health related 
decisions for our patients. Therefore the department of education or the government have no 
right to make the decison on mandating vaccines for our children. Again, I oppose to bill 
HB1118. Thank you. -Ashley Suan 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:46:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kyle Bueche Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support a bill that will require children to adhere to a universal standard of health. Some 
group of people disconnected from most communities are the ones that set that standard. They 
are capable of mistakes when setting the standard, as they are human. They are also capable of 
abusing the standards for profit, as they are human. Enforcement means that the damage could be 
widespread and irreversible by the time a government official realizes a mistake or exploitation 
has been made with new health standards. Parental and community wisdom is needed wherever 
possible to guard our children and families from the mistakes of misdeeds of those who set the 
standards. I do not doubt the importance of vaccines. I doubt those who would not let their 
scientific work even be challenged, and would rather enforce their understanding to the masses. 
And I doubt those in such a powerful and profitable position to in all cases respect what is right 
for our ohana. Please hear me and many others when we say, do not take away the freedom to 
protect and raise our children. They are not your children. Thank you for your time. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:47:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charlene Mersburgh Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I absolutely oppose HB1118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:47:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patty Takahashi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

OPPOSE!!! 

My name is Patty Takahashi and this is an issue of taking constitutional and religious freedom 
away. Also, Pharmaceutical corruption, taking peoples 1st amendment away and interest in 
taking control of society.  There is no sense of the kids well being with 97 vaccines already in 
place, this is chemical warfare on generations to come.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:48:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ciera Muraoka Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:50:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Zoe Cichowski Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Greetings Chairman, 
I, Zoe Cichowski, testify in opposition to HB1118. 
This bill would remove student exemptions from vaccinations, limiting parental choice and long-
standing personal and religious freedoms. I believe it is the responsibility and privilege of the 
parent, not the government or education system, to make choices regarding the health of a child. 
Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on thier 
personal or religious beliefs. Removing religious exemption would force families to choose 
between thier faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. For these reasons, I testify in opposition to 
HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 
Respectfully, 
Zoe Cichowski, American citizen, mother of 3, resident voter of the fine sate of Hawaii.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:50:56 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

J Gonsalves Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill hb1118. We have individual rights as parents to decide on whether or not our 
children should or should not be vaccinated. If parents who vaccinate their children believe 
that vaccinations prevent them from catching diseases, why are they so worried that they 
would contract something from un vaxxed child? We as parents NOT THE STATE have 
the final say in our children's healthcare decisions. Forcing vaccinations disregards 
informed consent, a fundemental ethical principle in medicine! Banning religious 
exemption is a direct violation of the First Amendment. I have a right to make medical 
decisions for my own children without government interference. Take Hep B for instance: 
this vaccine is given to a newborn fresh out of the womb. This is a sexually transmitted 
disease! Why would I allow this vaccine to be injected into my newborn? Elimination of 
religious exemptions will lead to the erosion of other personal freedoms in medical and 
other areas. If vaccines are 100% safe, why won't the Doctors/Pharmaceutical 
Companies who apply/develop these vaccines, sign any waiver saying if something does 
happen to my child, that they would be held responsible...  I again, OPPOSE this bill. 
Thank you for your time. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:54:18 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joy Chinen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Representatives, 

I stand OPPOSED to HB 1118. This is something that is personal and should not be forced upon 
anyone. This is like someone who has diabetes, who wants to refuse treatment and not do 
dialysis.  This is like someone who has cancer, and wants to decline treatment.  Are you going to 
force someone to do treatments against their will?  This is an individual's choice.  

Passing a bill such as this is opening a "can of worms" that the government will be faced with in 
civil lawsuits. And that means being bogged down with more time and expenses. 

Please don't pass this bill. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:55:42 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Jaworowski Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill, but it does not go far enough. I would amend it to require the end of the 
religious exemption at the end of thisd school year without an extension for students who 
currently have one. Why would we allow any child to continue to endanger other students? 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:56:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Raelene Shimokawa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly object to HB1118. I implore you to vote against this. This bill takes away our rights as 
Americans - for freedom. Freedom, religious freedom, bodily choice, our decision over our own 
bodies & those we care & are responsible for (our innocent children). Our choice, as concerned 
& loving parents, to make an informed choice for our children's bodies (until they are able to 
make an informed decision on their own). Not all vaccines are 100% effective & without 
irreparable side effects. If vaccines were 100% safe & effective, we would be able to hold the 
pharmaceutical companies liable. However, these powerful drug companies incentivize many 
government officials & others to do their bidding & "force" more & more shots. When does it 
end? I sincerely hope you hear the people's concerns over this over reaching bill. Please do not 
take away our freedom - our choice. Thank you. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:57:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elijah Woolridge Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It should be up to the families in Hawaii to have the choice to vaccinate our children. Vaccines 
are proven to have side effects and not safe for children 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 3:59:04 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diane Treskon Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please vote to oppose this bill. Parents should be able to chose which vaccines if any they want 
their children to have. There is already a bill that says if there is an outbreak the non vaccinated 
children need to stay home. Mandatory vaccinations for attending school which just make it so 
more children are home schooled. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:00:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Pohaikealoha B. George Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I oppose HB1118 because we have the constitutional right to practice our religion in public or 
private. This bill would prevent my children from practicing their religion at school, and the 
people of Hawaii have elected you to represent them you should do what is right for the people. 

Mahalo 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:02:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leialoha Rojo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a parent of two it is my God given right to have the "option" to choose to or not to vaccinate 
my children. I oppose this bill this is straight ungodly. The amount of vaccines yyou all are 
pushing is absolutely ridiculous and outrageous. The amount of proof people are coming out 
with that it does more harm then good is in the numbers. People who were doctors have even 
walked away from there practices because of it. It ain't right and you all know it ain't right. Do 
what is right and leave it up to the parents. Lord help us all.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:06:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lauren LaManna Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear comitee members. It is your duty to be the voice of the people, and the people say NO! This 
bill is a clear violation of our first amendment rites and by putting it through will this show the 
people where you truly stand. For more government control. This isn't about safety, it's about 
Josh green being owned by big pharma. He showed this with Covid and now he's again coming 
after us and our children. These religious exemptions are our rite as free citizens. Why is it that 
my child should have baby aborted cells, fragmented dna, animal dna, heavy metals, famadahyde 
(proven to cause cancer) and other toxic chemical injected into them not once but 72 times? It's 
an atrocity! We have had these medical exemptions in place and have been without outbreaks. 
You mark my words, if this passes, the people that actually comply and keep their children in 
school, you will see a huge uptake in vaccine injuries. And that blood will be on your hands. And 
for those of us who do not comply and take our children out of school, well we will fight 
everyday to also take our tax dollars from the DOE and put it to our use. In places that respect 
our religious freedoms. If this bill passes you are creating medical refugees, in a supposed "free 
country." And once again, who is to suffer, our children. 

  

PLEASE VOTE NO! 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:11:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Billie Nohea George Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha all 

I oppose 

mahalo a nui 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:15:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Peighton Alvarez  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a mother of four children, all of which have Hawaiian blood running through their veins. I 
believe that religion and freedom of choice to practice our religion/beliefs is in the top priority of 
my family's list. For the government to take that away feels unconstitutional and uncaring of its 
people. If this bill is to pass I will absolutely be pulling myself and my children out of the public 
and private schools they are currently in. I will not finish my own schooling with the state of 
Hawaii as well. I know dozens of families who will do the same. I know even more families who 
are dedicated to moving to the mainland if this passes. People know their rights and they can tell 
when something is WRONG. They will not stay and be taken advantage of when this line is 
crossed. Hawaii will lose more local families and lose funding due to this bill. It did not work in 
California and it will not work here. This is the last straw for a lot of local people who the 
government of Hawaii claims to "care" about. Hear our voices. Do not take our RELIGIOUS 
rights away. Do not FORCE families to have to make a choice to  abandon their religion or 
ultimately abandon their home. We need local people in Hawaii, we need local children in the 
schools. This will be a big impact on Hawaii's community. The government becomes 
untrustworthy and unsafe to many families if this bill passes.  
Please reconsider. DO NOT TAKE RELIGION FROM SUCH A SPIRITUAL GROUP OF 
PEOPLE FOUND NO WHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD.  
   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:15:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Phebe Kahoiwai  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully oppose this bill as it is unconstitutional. We have the right to practice our religious 
freedom and should not be forced by the government to vaccinate our children.  

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:15:51 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
ROSSANNA C 

TAVARES Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am in FULL OPPOSITION of this bill.  Essentially, this bill eliminates our GOD given rights 
to religious exemption for vaccination(s).  You are imposing your restrictions on MY religious, 
health and moral beliefs. 

  

I, along with anyone else, has every right to decide if I (or my child) will or will not take a 
vaccination if it aligns with my beliefs.  This DICTATORSHIP DOES NOT have the authority 
to tell us how to care for our selves.   

I OPPOSE HB1118 today, I will OPPOSE HB1118 tomorrow and forevermore! 

  

Rossanna Tavares 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:16:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tricia Holi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not agree with having required vaccines implemented on our children in order to go to 
school. This should be determined by the parent and the physician, not by law.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:19:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shelby lynn Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It's is unlawful to take away my human right to practice my religion.  

You can not say my body my choice then take away my religious practice.  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:19:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alexis Tagalog Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Alexis Tagalog, I am the mother of 2 amazing children. 1 & 4 years old. Both my 
children are completely unvaccinated & will continue to be & that is by MY choice. Every 
parent should have the choice to determine whether their children should be vaccinated or not & 
not PUNISHED by losing their right to an education for not agreeing with you. What someone 
puts in their body isnt anyones choice but their owns/their parent. & certainly not the 
governments choice. Whether its someones personal beliefs or goes against their religious beliefs 
you cannot take away that right from them. This is cruel. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:20:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alyson Okita Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a humble constituent of Honolulu County, and I am writing in opposition to HB1118 
because I feel that it is an obstruction of my religious and personal freedoms, and it also impedes 
on my parental rights.  I am personally exhausted, wary, and in distrust of government and its 
mandates which do not have any immediate or everlasting results and in seeing firsthand what 
experimental-but-mandated vaccines have done to co-workers, friends, and family.  These past 4 
years has been all about government overreach and taking away people's rights and freedoms 
while screaming for "oppression" over My Body, My Choice - basically giving women the right 
to kill innocent babies/fetus (whatever you want to call it so you feel better about 
yourself).  Please explain to me why people's rights concerning "My Body, My Choice" doesn't 
pertain to what medical treatment(s) you choose for your Heavenly body, and thereby for your 
own children.  Passing this bill would be a blatant disregard of my First Amendment Right as 
granted to me as a citizen of the United States of America.  Bills like these do NOT serve people, 
they oppress them!  This bill only serves less than 1% of the student population of the state of 
Hawai'i who is immunocompromised or have medical conditions which put them at risk from 
illness, which, if that's the case, the DOE or at the school-level should have at least a protocol in 
place in which they can accommodate the student who has a medical condition/disability that 
would put them at risk.  I personally feel that if the State of Hawai'i should indeed pass this bill, 
then it is only fair that the State should compensate the parents for any damages caused by 
vaccine-related injuries.            

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:22:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dayna Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposing this bill. It is unconstitutional and wrong to force anyone to inject themselves or 
their children in order to participate in schools or society. If this bill passes my children will no 
longer attend school in Hawaii as our beliefs do not align with the injection of poisons that are 
clearly shown to be in many of these immunizations. Things like aborted fetal cells, mercury, 
aluminum, and formaldehyde (just to name a few) have no place being injected into our children. 
We have a right to say no. You do not have the right to take that away from us. Anyone trying to 
pass this bill clearly has an agenda and does not agree with "my body, my choice".  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:23:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amanda Wehrly Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I am opposed to this bill HB1118.  This goes againist our First Amendment. 

What part of the first amendment that says "Prevents Congress from making laws againist our 
religion" do you not understand. How can you stand up for us American citizens  if  you are not 
going by our Rights as citizens? 

It specifically prevents Congress from making laws respecting an establishment of religion 
or prohibiting the free exercise of religion.  

There is not enough proof that vaccines are safe anymore to many vaccine injuries or so many 
side effects. Trying to pass this before Robert F. Kennedy Jr. --- who is in charge of MAHA can 
even follow up with the makers of vaccines to see whats in them or what they really do to 
us   Trying to pass a law that goes againist our US citizens rights in AMERICA is wrong.   

Have all the parents of the schools  or new parents to be , been informed ahead of time of this 
law that you are trying to pass or are you just rushing to get this passed without their consent. 
Seems sneaky to me. Plus againist the Law. Do you think we can't make the right decission for 
our children? this just isn't right.  

I sure hope the ones that get to vote to pass this  bill or not pass this bill has done their own 
investigating of both sides. Not just listening to one side only. If you have looked into it then of 
course you would oppose this bill HB1118.  

Mahalo 

Amanda Wehrly 

Kauai Hawaii 

  

  



 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:24:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Suzan Danforth Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118. Our rights come from God, not government. Mr. Green is not God. It is the 
parents duty to decide what is best for their children, not yours.  

Stop overreaching what is your job!   

Do no harm. God is watching!!  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:26:43 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mark Davis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill due to the nature of separation of state and religion. This overstep by the state 
in the matters of religion is bias and uncalled for. The state does not represent my wife or my 
position as parent of my children and do have ownership of that parental right.  

Mark Davis 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:26:56 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shawn onzuka Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Oppose this bill. I am not supporting this bill because I feel the choice of giving a vaccine 
should be choice of  the parent given professional advise from and of the family doctor given in 
the FREE state of Hawaii. Holding my children and the future children of Hawaiis education 
hostage by holding this vaccination bill over our heads is un ethical and a disgrace to our 
freedoms. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:28:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amaya Eckel Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I wish to decide within my family and physician wether or not to vaccinate my child.  I have 2 
kids, vaccinated since birth, but more recently one of my children had an adverse allergic affect 
to the HPV vaccine in which she was rushed to the ER within hours. The visit was documented 
as an allergic reaction.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:29:49 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jacqueline Bosman Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments: I strongly Oppose this bill, HB1118. Medical science no matter what it pertains to 
can be a powerful tool, but it is not an all-knowing or infallible authority worthy over one's body. 
It is known that medical science evolves, corrects itself, and is often influenced by human error, 
motives, and shifting consensus. Taking away our keiki's ability to go to school for not being 
vaccinated according to religious reasons is egregious! For what medicine can offer it does not 
deliver any ultimate truth, moral guidance, or meaning to life. We must not let there be an 
ultimate authority to science or we lose our personal autonomy. We have to right to make 
decisions over our own bodies and that of our children, especially. Ethical concern comes in 
when medical authority is taken over ones personal beliefs of well-being for their health and 
body. Science will not offer people guidance beyond recommendation. What happens when 
people listen and negative outcomes such as injury or death take place, who will be held 
accountable? It seems most immunocompromised children are getting a majority of vaccines 
anyway-- if vaccines are working than why the fear? Please, I ask, let people, the people of 
Hawaii, make their own choices. Oppose this reckless attempt to take away our religious, bodily 
and rightful freedoms. 





I urge you to reject HB 1118 and uphold the constitutional rights that have safeguarded our 
freedoms for generations. Religious liberty and personal choice are the bedrock of our 
democracy, and any attempt to diminish them must be met with firm opposition. 

  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

Kristine Knight 

808429300 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:30:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Veronica Pratt Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposed to this Bill.  I believe it should be a parent's or legal guardian's right to choose to 
immunize or not.  If they don't believe in it then so be it.  Religious Exemptions no matter what 
belief should be honored. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:33:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathryn Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

 





  

I urge you to reject HB 1118 and uphold the constitutional rights that have safeguarded our 
freedoms for generations. Religious liberty and personal choice are the bedrock of our 
democracy, and any attempt to diminish them must be met with firm opposition. 

  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

Kristopher Knight 

8084293586 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:33:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michlenn Bocoboc Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am a mother of two.. My daughter is currently enrolled in a special education preschool 
program and is attending school under a religious exemption. I strongly oppose HB 1118, which 
seeks to remove non-medical exemptions for immunization requirements. 

As a parent, I believe it is my fundamental right and responsibility to make medical decisions for 
my children based on what I feel is best for their health, well-being, and our family's deeply held 
beliefs. The removal of non-medical exemptions would unfairly discriminate against families 
like mine and force parents into an impossible choice: comply with mandated vaccinations 
against our conscience or be denied access to education for our keiki. 

Hawaii has always been a place of cultural and religious diversity, and this bill disregards the 
deeply held convictions of many families. In a state that values inclusivity and personal freedom, 
we must uphold the right of parents to make informed choices about their children's health 
without government overreach. 

I urge you to consider the impact this bill would have on families who rely on non-medical 
exemptions and to oppose HB 1118. Please protect our right to choose what is best for our 
children. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 





http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=JHA&year=2025






HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:37:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brock DeCosta Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It is wrong to take away our medical choice. 

It is wrong to demand this requirement or deny public education. 

you guys think this is gonna benefit the public education system you guys are dead wrong there 
willl be no public education everyone will be homeschooled included my kids. Do your part and 
be fair and just or there will be a civil outbreak. 

People are sick and tired of being punched around by big pharma and the pockets they fill to pass 
these bills. 

  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:39:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kailani Arai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am here to voice my strong opposition to the proposed removal of religious exemptions for 
vaccines in school children. This policy change directly infringes upon fundamental religious 
freedoms, parental rights, and informed consent, principles that are foundational to our 
democracy. 

Religious freedom is a core tenet of the First Amendment, protecting individuals from 
government mandates that conflict with their sincerely held beliefs. By eliminating religious 
exemptions, the state is effectively forcing families to choose between their faith and their childs 
education, an unconstitutional and unjust dilemma. No parent should be coerced into violating 
their deeply held convictions to access public education, which is a right afforded to all children. 

Furthermore, parental rights in medical decision-making must be upheld. Parents, not the 
government, bear the ultimate responsibility for their childs well-being. Mandating vaccinations 
without exemption disregards the diverse medical and ethical considerations that families weigh 
in their healthcare choices. A one-size-fits-all approach is neither medically nor ethically 
appropriate. 

It is important to acknowledge that vaccine mandates without religious exemptions set a 
dangerous precedent. If the government can override religious beliefs on this issue, what is to 
stop further intrusions into other areas of personal and religious autonomy? Protecting religious 
exemptions is not just about vaccines, it is about preserving the fundamental right to live 
according to one's conscience. 

I urge you to oppose this measure and uphold the religious liberties that our nation was built 
upon. The ability to freely exercise one's faith must not be sacrificed in the name of public 
policy. Let us find solutions that respect both public health and individual rights, rather than 
eroding the freedoms that define our society. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:39:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michele Wilhelm Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Our 'ohana vehemently opposes this bill. It violates our constitutional rights and 
religious  freedom. Kill this bill and allow parents and their doctors to make decisions for our 
children's health. The state is stepping way out of bounds.  
Please listen to your conscience and to the people who voted you into office.  
mahalo, 

Michele Wilhelm 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:41:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Nadalin Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is constitutionally wrong!! You are violating the 14th Amendment rights of the United 
States constitution!!!!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:42:23 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Donna P. Van Osdol Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is to delete any and all religious exemptions from vaccinations for children in our public 
schools except those who already have an exemption for the 2024-2025 school year which will 
be extended throughoutg their entire school years. 

One issue of the bill discusses herd immunity. The bill mentions that there are 296 students who 
depend on "herd immunity" since they are unable to receive vaccinations, and that 95 percent is 
the herd immunity number to help keep the 296 students healthy. This number of 95 percent is 
for measles. The bill notes that currently 5.3 percent was the number of children who had 
religious exemptions. That would bring the "herd immunity" number to 89.70 percent (95 
percent minus 5.3 percent). For SARS-CoV-2, the formula results in a proportion of 70% of the 
population required to attain herd immunity. Seventy percent! This information is from the 
National Institute of Health's National Library of Medicine, National Center for Biotechnology 
Information. 

With the herd immunity percentage rate of 89.70 percent noted, I see this bill as simply breaking 
a student's constitutional right to freedom of religion (Christianity) mostly because many 
vaccines carry tissue from fetuses aborted. More importantly, this bill also seeks to further erode 
parental rights. Parents are the ones who should decide whether their child should have a 
vaccination especially if a vaccine has not gone through the stringent testing protocols taking 
years or may have known underlying medical consequences if a vaccine is given. 

In a nutshell, I find this bill unconstitutional!!!  Please kill this bill. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Donna Van Osdol 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:42:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

J White Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I stand in strong opposition of HB118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:42:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James pestana Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please stop taking away our free choice, let people decide if they want to take immunization. It's 
not for safety of others, if the people that want to take all theimmunizations shots should be safe . 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:43:10 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nathan Shimokawa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly object to HB1118. I implore you to vote against this. This bill takes away our rights as 
Americans - for freedom. Freedom, religious freedom, bodily choice, our decision over our own 
bodies & those we care & are responsible for (our innocent children). Our choice, as concerned 
& loving parents, to make an informed choice for our children's bodies (until they are able to 
make an informed decision on their own). Not all vaccines are 100% effective & without 
irreparable side effects. If vaccines were 100% safe & effective, we would be able to hold the 
pharmaceutical companies liable. However, these powerful drug companies incentivize many 
government officials & others to do their bidding & "force" more & more shots. When does it 
end? I sincerely hope you hear the people's concerns over this over reaching bill. Please do not 
take away our freedom - our choice. Thank you.   
Nathan Shimokawa 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:44:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Belynda Cleveland Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a parent I oppose this bill. Nobody should have the right to tell me how to raise my child. 
How to parent my child or what vaccinations my child has to have. My daughter has all the 
childhood vaccinations she needs. She does not need to be forced to have a flu shot or a Covid 
shot in order to attend school. You will not take my rights or my daughters rights away from me. 
If forced vaccines become a thing I will homeschool my child. Period. What does a forced 
vaccine do to help my child get an education? Josh green has lined his pockets with big pharma 
money. He is a doctor and a governor and should be looking out for his people instead of forcing 
people to do things they don't want to do. His personal vendetta with rfk jr and our president is a 
waiste of time and tax payers money. Stop the nonsense.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:45:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jesika H. Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. The government does not have the right to demand citizens to be immunized. It 
is our right to choose that for ourselves and children. I absolutely oppose this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:45:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Collin Mansanas Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:46:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elijah Kim Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HB1118 is unconstitutional. It clearly violates the 1st amendment. The government should not be 
mandating that children should get vaccinated. The government is overreaching. This bill 
prohibits the free exercise of religion by citizens who hold sincere conviction regarding 
vaccinations.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:46:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marrissa Aguilar  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for your time. I want to say that I am speaking as a parent who has always followed 
the rules about vaccination up until covid time.  This bill is not fair. I work at the school and they 
required so many at that time to get the covid vaccination or you can't work. I already have 
parents including myself feeling uncomfortable about the outcome of this bill. I will absolutely 
pull my children out of school if this type of situation were to present itself again. You are saying 
my religious beliefs are less important because you are no longer giving me a choice to my 
child's best intentions. I know many staff members who will also walk away because of this bill. 
Thank you. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:46:49 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Pilialoha Teves Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this action against individual freedoms and the safety of our children.  

 







drown.  Mandating vaccines removes faith from the individual and makes the state act as 
God.  The state is trying to remove the parent from parenting and teaching their children about 
faith and health.  The state certainly isn't going to care for our kids if the faith in vaccines cause 
injury or death.   

Thank you for your considerations, 

Dawn Poiani  

Honolulu, HI  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:47:23 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Norris Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm strongly against this bill. It is illegal and you will waste so much time and money loosing in 
court.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:48:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sheree Young Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing testimony to OPPOSE HB1118. It is unconstitutional to remove the option of choice 
in medical care of individuals, especially where immunizations and vaccines that have already 
been proven to be harmful is concerned. Parents should be allowed the right to choose whether 
or not to vaccinate their own children. Individuals have the right to choose whether or not to be 
vaccinated, and be allowed the right to exercise their own religious beliefs in these matters. 
The government does not have the authority to take away our Constitutional rights in matters that 
concern health and wellness. I strongly urge this committee to vote NO to this Bill.  

Sincerely, Sheree Young 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:48:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roberta Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOASE HB1118 . This is unconstitutional. What happen to our religious beliefs. It should 
always be the parent to make that decision if they want their child vaccinated in public school, 
not the government. I believe in freedom of choice. Please oppose this bill its not right. This is 
still America and we have freedom of Liberty. Please don't take our rights away. Thank you! 

 Roberta Helemano 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:49:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Allen Ernest gatioan  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill, taking away rights from a parent or parents is not anyway to show aloha. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:50:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amelia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because everyone has the rights to their own children that they made ,we know 
our kids well and we should have the choice to choose what's best for them not no bill. I will 
stand on protecting my own keiki because I made them ,raised them no bill should be telling me 
what for do with my own kids . If anything happens to my children the people who made the bill 
won't be the one taking care of my kids ,I'm gonna be the one taking care of them. So we have 
every right to oppose this bill because it's our own kids that will be affected by this. So please for 
the sake of all parents cancel this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:53:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

jayvelin dudoit-tabilangan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

AS A PARENT I FULLY OPPOSE OF THIS GOING INTO AFFECT , CHILDREN SHOULD 
NOT NEED TO BE VACCINTATED TO BE ABLE TO ATTEND SCHOOL IT SHOULD 
NOT BE ANYONES CHOICE TO BE ABLE TO DECIDE IF MY CHILD NEEDS TO 
VACCINATED BESIDES MYSELF AND MY CHILDS PEDIATRICIAN .  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:53:36 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nathan Dudoit Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill and urge the committee to vote it down. Thank you 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 4:56:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keone Bee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly oppose this bill 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:00:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kenneth Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly oppose this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:00:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Brown Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony in Opposition to Removing Religious Exemptions for Vaccinations: 

Aloha Legislative Committee Members, 

I am writing as a deeply concerned parent and citizen of Hawaii to express my strong opposition 
to the removal of religious exemptions for vaccinations. This proposed change infringes upon 
fundamental rights and disregards the deeply held beliefs of many families across our state. As 
parents, we have a duty to protect our children, and that includes making informed medical 
decisions that align with our faith, values, and understanding of potential risks. 

Preserving Religious Freedom and Parental Rights: 

Hawaii has long been a place of cultural and religious diversity, and our state should uphold the 
constitutional right to freedom of religion. By removing religious exemptions for vaccinations, 
the government is forcing families to violate their sincerely held religious beliefs in order to 
access education and other public services. This is an unconstitutional overreach that 
discriminates against families who believe that medical decisions should be guided by their faith. 

Parents should have the right to make medical choices for their children without coercion. Many 
families in Hawaii hold religious convictions that emphasize bodily autonomy, natural immunity, 
or ethical concerns regarding vaccine ingredients. Forcing compliance with mandatory 
vaccinations disregards these deeply held beliefs and sets a dangerous precedent for future 
government overreach into our personal and religious lives. 

Concerns Over Vaccine Injury and Medical Freedom: 

While vaccines have provided public health benefits, it is also undeniable that there are risks 
associated with them. The National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program (NVICP) has paid 
out over $4 billion to families affected by vaccine injuries, proving that adverse reactions are real 
and not as rare as many claim. Some children experience severe allergic reactions, neurological 
complications, or long-term health issues after vaccination. 

Parents should have the right to weigh these risks and make an informed decision based on their 
chillds individual health needs. Medical exemptions are extremely difficult to obtain, even for 



children who have had prior vaccine reactions, making religious exemptions one of the only 
options left for parents who have legitimate concerns about vaccine safety. 

Impact on Hawaiis Families and Communities: 

Hawaii already faces challenges with affordability, access to healthcare, and ensuring families 
have autonomy in raising their children. Removing religious exemptions creates additional stress 
for families who will be forced to choose between their faith and their childs education. This 
disproportionately impacts local families who may already be struggling with the high cost of 
living and limited schooling options. 

Furthermore, removing these exemptions does not acknowledge the natural immunity many 
children already possess. Emerging studies show that natural immunity in many cases provides 
robust and long-lasting protection. Shouldn't parents have the ability to decide what is best for 
their childs health, rather than being forced into a one-size-fits-all medical mandate? 

A Call for Common Sense and Parental Choice: 

I urge lawmakers to consider the serious ethical and medical implications of removing religious 
exemptions. The government should never come between a parent and their child when it comes 
to personal health decisions. Medical freedom is a fundamental human right, and in a democracy, 
individuals must be able to exercise their beliefs without fear of exclusion or discrimination. 

Hawaii has always been a place of respect, understanding, and personal choice. Lets uphold 
these values by preserving religious exemptions and allowing parents to make informed medical 
decisions without coercion. 

I strongly urge you to oppose any legislation that seeks to remove religious exemptions for 
vaccinations. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

mahalo, 

Jessica Brown 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:02:02 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaipo Bee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Kaipo Bee STRONGLY OPPOSE THIS BILL HB1118! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:04:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bonnie Elledge Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a mother of five, I strongly oppose HB1118 which seeks to further limit vaccine exemptions. 
It is parents, not the government, that has the responsibility and right to make the best decisions 
regarding the health of our children. No one should be forced to choose between their personal 
convictions about what is best for the health of their children and their access to public 
education. You will no doubt see a large number of families in our community removing their 
children from the public school system if this bill is passed. It is an overreach of the 
government's role in our personal family lives. If increasing vaccine numbers is the goal, it 
should be done through education and persuasion rather than force, which will only serve to 
further polarize our community on the issue. Thank you for hearing my testimony.  
Bonnie Elledge 

Kapaa, Kauai 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:07:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ginger Amaral Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am opposed to HB1118. This bill does a disservice to our constitutional rights, parental rights 
and the right to govern our own bodies. I do not want the government to tell me what I can or 
can't do to my body nor to my child's. Please listen to the rest of the testimonies and put hawaii 
first,  not your own opinions or agendas.  

Mahalo, Ginger  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:08:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

FEORA CADINA Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118. The government should not get to question the religious beliefs we 
hold. Nor should the government get to strip parents of the ability to assert their religious right 
and freedom to decline some or all vaccinations for their children. I strongly urge you all to listen 
with an open mind and do not ignore what we as parents are saying.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:09:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chaz pai  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Parents should have a Choice to decide what is best for their children. Forcing parents to vaccine 
their children is unethical.  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:10:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rayla keanu Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. I have a 2 year old daughter and to think in the future when I send her to 
school she will be forced to take vaccinations that she never got when she was a baby. It doesn't 
make sense to not get permission from parents first. I thought America was the land of the free! I 
guess not!! We're in a time where the government wants to control everything. Why is that? I 
will never understand where the government's head is at. So no I do not want this bill to be 
passed!! I DISAGREE, OBJECT AND DO NOT want this for our future keiki!! We need to 
build them up and teach them how to survive without money, how to live off the land, not force 
them to take western drugs you call "medicine". There are so much other things we can do for 
our home and future and this bill is not one of them. We have families struggling to make ends 
meet and this is what you guys are doing!! NO, NO, NO!! I strongly oppose! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:11:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelly E. Duell Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill as it violates our Constitutional rights. No government should dictate what is 
put into a living person's body. We have autonomy and it should remain that way, period. 

For every article or study y'all state, there is another one opposing it and proving yours to be 
wrong and harmful. 

The number of shots these poor keiki get is astronomical and should be reduced. Many vaccines 
don't actually prevent transmission and don't stop one from getting it. There are vaccines that do 
not have longitudinal studies to know the effects. 

Governement should stop interferering with the People's decisions.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:11:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

William Sellers Jr.  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I believe that the parent should have the right to decide on vaccinated or not. Along with or with 
out consent of family doctor. Given past events such as covid has risen great safety concerns. 
Therefore I am opposed to this bill mandating vaccination in schools.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:13:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kiana Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill HB1118 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:17:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shelby Hosana  Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

This is a notice of Liability and cease & desist. We will be seeking legal action against anyone 
who votes yes on this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:18:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Trayline Kiesel Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Trayline Kiesel oppose HB1118.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:20:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tiffany Goodwin Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a single parent on Maui with one very healthy child in public school. Our family has very 
strong religious beliefs that do not include vaccinations. This has been multigenerational and we 
are all very healthy. This bill would take away the right to choose what we feel is right for us, 
based on our religion. This bill would make it so my child would be unable to attend public 
school. Please understand that we should have the right to choose what we put in our Keiki's 
bodies. Medical freedom and choice is necessary  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:21:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Violet Jensen  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is absolutely not ok for religious exemptions not to be considered. Or just personal reasons. 
Do not pass bill!!!!!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:21:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wendy Pasion Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

as a citizen that voted of the United States and a resident of Hawaii I hereby oppose HB 1118 
that children should NOT have to have this immunization to enter or attend school. 

mahzlo  

  

Wendy Pasion  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:22:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gianna P. Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hi, I don't support this bill because it's my body and my choice. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:22:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Patty Kahanamoku-

Teruya Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Representative and the Hawaii Affairs Committee members, writing in strong opposition 
to HB1118, not giving the rights of individuals students, keikis to be vaccinated. It should be the 
rights of a minor to the parents and not the government.  

Mahalo nu'u,  

Patty Kahanamoku Teruya  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:23:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rhonda Akimoto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I do not agree that children should be forced to take vaccines in school. It should be up to the 
parents and their family physician to decide what's best for the child. I oppose HB1118. 

Rhonda Akimoto 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:23:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dakota Papapa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:23:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cindy Staples Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Cindy Staples. I am a concerned citizen who sees government overreach as a 
constitutional crisis. I oppose HB 1118, non-medical exemptions for immunizations. This bill is 
in opposition to parental rights and specifically, religious rights. The constitution grants all 
citizens the right to practice their religion freely. Taking away citizens' right to make religious 
decisions is a slippery slope, if not completely unconstutional. Instead, It is the sort of dictatorial 
control that authoritarian regimes place upon their citizens. 
  

The United States is an exceptional country because of our constitution and the rights it grants its 
citizens. The people should have the right to make decisions for their bodies, including their 
childrens'. Taking away the peoples rights to make decisions is not who America is or should 
ever be. I urge you to vote no on this bill. 

Thank you, 

Cindy Staples 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:23:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Daphne Pohaku Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony in Opposition to HB1118 - Mandatory Vaccination for School Attendance 

  

Aloha, 

I am writing to strongly oppose HB1118, which seeks to make vaccinations mandatory for all 
children to attend school in Hawai'i. While public health is important, this bill undermines 
fundamental medical freedoms, disregards individual health considerations, and removes a 
parent's right to make informed medical decisions for their child. 

  

Medical Freedom and Informed Consent 

  

Medical decisions, including vaccinations, should be a matter of personal choice, guided by 
informed consent and a discussion between families and their healthcare providers. One-size-fits-
all mandates ignore the fact that every child is unique, with different medical histories, genetic 
predispositions, and potential vulnerabilities. The right to accept or decline a medical procedure 
is a core principle of ethical healthcare. By forcing vaccinations as a condition for education, this 
bill sets a dangerous precedent of government overreach into personal medical decisions. 

  

Potential Risks and Lack of Liability 

  

All medical interventions, including vaccines, come with risks. While many vaccines are 
considered safe for most children, documented adverse reactions including anaphylaxis, 
neurological disorders, and autoimmune conditions are real and acknowledged by government 
agencies. The National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program (VICP) has paid out over $4.9 
billion to individuals harmed by vaccines, proving that adverse effects, though rare, do occur. 



  

This bill fails to address the reality that if a child is injured by a mandated vaccine, there is no 
direct legal recourse against the manufacturers. Pharmaceutical companies are shielded from 
liability, leaving families to bear the consequences alone. Given this, parents must retain the 
right to assess medical risks versus benefits for their children without coercion. 

  

Discriminating Against Healthy Children 

  

Preventing unvaccinated children from attending school punishes families who have made 
medical decisions based on their child's individual health needs. It assumes that all unvaccinated 
children are a public health risk, despite the fact that many are naturally immune to diseases, 
have contraindications to vaccination, or follow an alternative vaccination schedule. Excluding 
these children from school violates their right to an education and creates unnecessary division in 
our communities. 

  

A More Balanced Approach 

  

Rather than enforcing mandates that strip parental rights, Hawai'i should focus on: 

1. Medical and Religious Exemptions -  Parents must have the ability to opt out based on health 
concerns, prior adverse reactions, or deeply held beliefs. 

2. Education and Transparency -  Instead of coercion, provide unbiased information so families 
can make informed choices. 

3. Health-Based Policies - Focus on overall immune health, hygiene, and personal responsibility, 
rather than forcing a rigid medical intervention on every child. 

  

Conclusion 

  

I urge lawmakers to reject this bill in favor of policies that respect medical freedom, parental 
rights, and individualized healthcare decisions. Families should not be forced to choose between 



their child's education and their right to make informed medical choices. Hawai'i must uphold the 
values of choice, freedom, and respect for personal health autonomy. 

  

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

Daphne Haunani Pohaku 

haunani44@gmail.com 

808-425-3729 

  

  

  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:24:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kauinohea Mafile'o Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha! My name is Kau'inohea Mafile'o and I am sharing my opinion on this HB1118. I am 
Strongly Opposed to bill HB1118.  Every parent/guardian and child should have the freedom to 
make necessary medical decisions for their child or loved one.  Vaccinations should not be 
mandatory especially if there is no 100 percent guarantee it would make one feel better and not 
contract certain diseases. I know close family and friends who had severe adverse reactions to 
vaccines and this should not constitute if a child should be able to go to school or church or be in 
public.  This is outright communism.  Let the people choose.  Let us choose what we put into our 
body or not.  I am Strongly opposed to mandating Vaccinations being mandatory.  Thank you!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:25:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Colette Guadagnino Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB118, which mandates vaccination for children to attend public school, as I believe 
that the decision should be a parental right, not one imposed by others. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:26:02 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

fern stark Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The State of Hawaii should have no governing over that which is a personal health decision 
between a parent or guardian and their child's physician. A school mandate requiring vaccination 
is not something that will protect anyone, rather, it infringes on the rights of the 
parents/guardians of children and may put many at further risk to their health. 
A requirement like this is not tested by "science" in any way but a grab for more power over the 
parents/children involved. 

THIS SHOULD NOT BE PASSED. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:26:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Crystal Nobriga Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

  

I am a mother of 2 boys, one in 6th grade at Honokaa Elementary & the other is a junior at 
Kamehameha Keaau.  
  

We are strong in our faith & do not consent to vaccinations due to many reasons including 
but not limited to aborted fetus cells, formaldehyde, & aluminum, as we do not allow these 
things to be injected into our children's bodies! It is our constitutional right to be able to practice 
our religious beliefs & opt out of taking any vaccines. 

  

My oldest son has had a religious exemption on file since the state of Hawaii requires HPV, the 
gardasil vaccine to enter the 7th grade. This vaccine has aborted fetus cells as well as was only 
tested on a small number (100 girls, do the research) before being released to the population. It 
was originally made for cervical cancer protection & my son doesn't have a cervix! They've since 
tried to state that it's for protection from boys who can now apparently be "carriers" 

This bill is absolutely unconstitutional & violates our religious views as well as our rights. Please 
do not continue on with this and let people choose what's best for their children. It's not the 
governments place to decide how I parent my children.  
  

Thank you, 

Crystal Nobriga  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:26:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tiva Tatofi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The people of Hawaii should be able to freely choose what they want to put into their children's 
body! The government especially Hawaii government has been known to be uneducated when it 
comes to health it seems. Promote a more healthy envirnmonet for the kids like sanitation in 
bathroom, nutrition in food, and promote rest! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:27:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nicolas Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose all mandatory vaccinations. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:28:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gena phillips Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill to take away my religious exemption.  It should and always be my choice and is 
my right as a christian and a citizen of the united states which says so in our constitution. Josh 
Green and all those who are for passing this bill should read it. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:28:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

michelle distajo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill! It is strongly against my religious beliefs and rights to put this bill in 
action.  With a majority of testamonies so far (from the people/public) opposing this bill how is it 
that the majority of representatives votes are still falling in favor of it? It does not make 
sense. The job of a representative is for the people's voices to be heard and fought for.  Why 
aren't these representatives listening to their constituents? Is there transparency not being shared 
about behind the scene incentives? It does not add up! If vaccines work, and kids already have 
their immunizations, why are the thousands of non vaccinated children a risk when we have 
other options for the small amount of immunocompromised children like targeting public health 
education, strengthening school health and hygiene policies, or offer hybrid learning and 
accomodations for immunocompromised students. I humbly ask and urge the representatives 
who have the power to fight for the people with this bill, to do what is RIGHT and 
RIGHTEOUS and vote in favor of the PEOPLE and NOT in favor of this bill! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:29:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

christopher liu-saguid Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB 1118. It is the Parents right and responsibility to dictate whether their own 
child should or should not receive any Vaccines. Mahalo.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:30:48 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Luana George Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I oppose HB 1118 because we have the constitutional right to practice our religion in public or 
private.This Bill would would prevent my children,  from practicing their religion at school, and 
the people of Hawaii have elected you to represent them. You should do what is right for the 
people, 

                        Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:31:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kymberly Tangaro  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I, Kymberly Tangaro oppose HB 1118 because it infringes on personal freedoms and individual 
medical choices. Decisions about vaccinations should remain between individuals and their 
healthcare providers, not mandated by the government. This bill sets a concerning precedent for 
overreach, and I urge lawmakers to respect the rights of citizens to make informed decisions 
about their own health. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:32:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cherish  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

DO NOT SUPPORT it goes against our freedom and our religious beliefs  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:33:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Russell Garcia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 if this passes my child and grandchildren will no longer be attending any 
school. Vaccines are dangerous . This  takes away my religious exemption for my children and 
grandchildren . This is wrong . We need to investigate Josh green. I pray Doge starts to 
investigate every political representative throughout the entire United States . I oppose this 
unconstitutional bill  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:35:23 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Darius Spencer Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This concern should be by choice of the parent, not those of government. It is for individual 
safety of child and family.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:35:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tara Flynn Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill that effectually takes parental, guardian familial and individual rights 
away in deciding what is best for their families. We want freedom for the right to choose! This 
bill does not "follow the science". 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:40:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Paul Littleton Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:42:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rayllan Ueda Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Rayllan Ueda are writing to you to oppose this bill on behalf of my children on having 
mandatory vaccines to attend school. My son had 1 vaccine ever in his life and it traumatized us. 
His reactions were something first moms are afraid of. The night of his first shot his skin had a 
really bad reaction along with him having a high fever which caused him rushing to the ER as a 
newborn. Then we decided to not give him anymore as well as my daughter. My son will be 
attending kindergarten this next school year and is very excited to go. Make new friends and 
have "homework" so he says. We would be distraught and saddened is he would not be able to 
attend all because of this matter. Especially for the chance to further his education in life. Please 
reconsider and let us parents have the right to chose what's best for our children and the freedom 
for them to be able to attend school without vaccines restrictions. Thank you!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:43:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

samantha duff Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

 I am writing with deep concerns regarding HB1118. There are many reasons why my family 
chooses to maintain their right to religious exemptions based on our religious convictions. It goes 
against the fundamental truth that the life is given by God, created in His image with our body as 
his temple. As an American, it is my religious right to choose based on our religious beliefs 
without my creeds being questioned or dismissed. Religious freedom is a cornerstone to our 
American democracy, giving me the right and responsibility to care for my child as God has 
instructed, without government interference. My God, my child, my choice, my right. Removing 
religious 
freedoms is tyrannical. Further, I find it appalling that this bill purposely removes language in 
attempt to silence-religion by the Hawai'i politicians who seem to get their pockets filled by the 
pharmaceutical companies. Removing religious convictions is discriminatory. 
This is not the first testimony regarding the removal of my religious rights that I have had to 
give. I request that you oppose this unconstitutional bill that seeks to chip away at our first 
amendment rights and also take away the right to public education for those who will not 
comply.  
I stand with many families of conviction in opposing HB1118. I pray our voices will be 
heard and you will throw out these bills seeking to undermine religious freedom. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:43:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

ALEXIS QUINATA  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

parents should be able to have the choice, to choose whether or not they want their children 
vaccinated. the amount of vaccines required now vs is alarming. no parent should be manipulated 
or coerced into vaccinating their children behind the guise of "school requirements". i understand 
a parent can remove the child from the school to a private school, which rarely allow 
unvaccinated children. or they can even homeschool, however it is very far & few that a family 
is able to live or even survive off of one income here in hawai'i. passing this bill is wrong. it's 
wrong for parents, wrong for our keiki, & wrong for generations to come.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:45:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Adam van Alderwerelt Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I enthusiastically support any measure that keeps unvaccinated children out of public schools, 
with the only exception being for kids who are medically unable to be vaccinated. Parents who 
want a religious exemption can send their children to religious schools. Public school is for the 
public, and we as a society need to protect our most vulnerable children, those who are not 
ellegible to be vaccinated. The religious exemption is primarily a loophole, exploited by the 
uneducated, who hide behind religion to put children in harms way for their own selfish, coolish 
desires. Most religious people in Hawaii are vaccinated, and vaccinate their kids as well. Close 
the loophole. Keep our children safe. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:45:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephanie Ruiz Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please do not pass this bill which will make parents and students have to decide between getting 
an education and violating their deeply held religious beliefs. Hawaii has always been a 
sanctuary for people of many different faiths and beliefs and this bill does not reflect those 
values. Please vote NO. Mahalo  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:45:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Constance Dahl Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a native Hawaiian and Hawaii State resident, parent and parent of a disabled child, I do not 
support the passing of this bill. HB1118 strips parents or our rights to act in the best interest of 
our keiki.  

 









HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:48:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jacob Char Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly Oppose this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:49:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Darby Partner CPM LM Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Greetings and Aloha, as a mother of 2 grown sons raised organically and without vaccinations 
and a homebirth midwife I absolutely OPPOSE this bill. In fact the only health issue one of my 
sons has is due to a vaccine injury, I was heartbroken when he was pressured into an MRNA 
vaccine at age 18 after he had moved away. He landed in the hospital twice in a 6-month period 
after the shot. And still sustains this vaccine Injury that causes him daily health issues.  
It is horrifying to the health of Hawai'i keiki to be forced to take vaccines. Parents must have a 
choice and religious exemption must be kept intact 

Stop this bill NOW! 

I know the Senate and the House must be aware that President Trump has signed an order that 
states that force the Covid vaccine will not receive funding to DOE. What does the State of 
Hawaii plan to do with that? Our school systems are already crumbling. 

Vote NO on this bill. 

Sincerely, 

Darby L.Partner CPM LM (Certified Professional Midwife, Licensed Midwife in the State of 
Hawaii)  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:50:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

AliciA Youngblood Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill it takes away our freedom of choice . The bill is unconstitutional and violates 
my rights as an American citizen. I do not want to vaccinate my children and I should have that 
choice . They are healthy and I will not give them to my children. Freedom of choice   

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:52:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Abigail Shortt Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm would like to keep my religious freedoms and do not support this bill. Thank you!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:52:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kekai iokia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This choice should be between family, doctors, and not the government. If you choose to 
mandate this, it will ripple effect on our local family. How? Many families will take their kids 
out of school and home-school them. That means fewer students in school means fewer state 
employees will be needed.  If they don't have work that means more homeless families on the 
street.  

Lastly, Trump and the federal government will not fund Hawaii schools if they force the covid or 
any other vaccine onto the people.  

So leave the choice to the family.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:52:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Arica Cornejo  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118, the vaccines and mandates should stay up to parents. My religious practices 
and use of aborted fetal tissues is against put into vaccines are against my beliefs and find it 
unconsitutional to push this onto children in order to go to school. Vaccines that are contracted 
sexually has nothing to do with getting an education. Please leave this up to the parents in what 
they feel is right for their families, and keep the R.E. for this state. 

Thank you! 

Arica Cornejo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 5:53:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Celestina Lopez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose to giving Hawai'i state the right to enforce vaccinations of any kind. Parents of children 
should be the only ones allowed to make that decision for their children.  
It has always been this way and there is no reason to change this. No further FEAR tactics should 
play a role but rather focus on natural resources to healing any ailments should be the focus. All 
my children are healthy and have not taken all vaccines. Freedom of choice is what makes us 
free.  

 



Michelle R. Stefanik 
68-1781 Puu Nui St., Waikoloa, HI  96738  |  808-430-3852  |  

Michellestefanik@gmail.com 
 

February 19, 2025 

To:  Hawaii State House of Representatives 

Re: Written Testimony in Opposition to HB1118 – Non-Medical 
Exemptions to Immunization Requirements 

I am writing to express my immense opposition to HB 1118 that will eliminate 
Immunization Exemptions for Religious Reasons.  This bill will most certainly violate 
the First Amendment of the Constitution.  The First Amendment states, “Congress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof;…”.  This bill will only do one of two things, prohibit people from 
exercising their religious freedoms or prevent our keki from attending public school.  
This bill will require people to choose between having their children in the public 
school system or it will deny them from adhering to their religious beliefs.   

I understand that the health and well being of all students is what is at the heart of 
this bill.  However, there are other measures that could be taken to ensure the health 
and well being is maintained for all students.  A few suggestions that could be 
implemented, instead of passing a bill that violates the First Amendment could be: 

1. Provide targeted public health education instead of mandates 

2. Strengthen school health and hygiene policies 

3. Provide immunocompromised students with hybrid learning and special 
accommodations.   

I believe the passage of this bill would ultimately be overturned down the road 
through legal means but it should not come to that.  I also believe this is a slippery 
slope to tread on, if the government passes a law this time “for the greater good” 
but in violation of my First Amendment Right, what other laws would this set 
precedence for next time? 

I urge you to VOTE NO and stop this Bill from becoming law. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michelle R. Stefanik 

  



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:00:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brittney Eshima-Vaquilar Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Religious freedom is a fundamental human right that allows individuals to freely practice, 
change, or express their beliefs without fear of persecution, discrimination, or coercion. As 
Religious exemptions are important because they allow individuals to practice their faith freely 
and without fear of punishment or discrimination, particularly when certain laws or policies may 
conflict with their religious beliefs. These exemptions serve as a way to balance individual 
religious rights with public policy, ensuring that people can live according to their values without 
being coerced into actions that go against their conscience. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:01:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kawehi Keama Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Kawehi Keama and I am a mother of 3 and we reside in Waimanalo, 
Oahu and I testify in opposition to HB11118. 

  

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long - standingpersonal ansld religious freedom.  

  

We are given our rights for a reason and this is going against our very rights and is not right! 
While public health is important, policies should also respect individual rights and diverse 
perspectives.  

  

Fornthese reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

  

Mahalonfornyour time and consideration.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:02:49 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Tada Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill totally!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:03:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rona Silva Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I SAY NO AND I OPPOSE HB1118!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:03:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bernadette Naparan  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments: Aloha, I oppose HB1118. This is violating my religious rights. Please do not ignore 
the constituent's voices. Mahalo 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:04:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dennis Silva Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It's a HARD NO AND I OPPOSE HB1118!  

 





immunization policies for employment, travel, or access to public spaces? This bill sets a 
concerning precedent that erodes individual rights and expands government control over 
personal medical decisions. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to vote against HB 1118 HD1. Rather than eliminating 
non-medical exemptions, I encourage the legislature to focus on education, transparency, and 
informed consent, ensuring that all families can make the best health decisions for their children 
without coercion. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:12:42 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ruben Ongos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE THIS BILL!!!! 

Religious liberty. 
Section 4 reads: 
 
4. Americans do not give up their freedom of religion by participating in the marketplace, 
partaking of the public square, or interacting with government. 
-Constitutional protections for religious liberty are not conditioned upon the willingness of a 
religious person or organization to remain separate from civil society. Although the application 
of the relevant protections may differ in different contexts, individuals and organizations do not 
give up their religious-liberty protections by providing or receiving social services, education, or 
healthcare; by seeking to earn or earning a living; by employing others to do the same; by 
receiving government grants or contracts; or by otherwise interacting with federal, state, or local 
governments. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:13:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

eiko domon Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill goes against the 14 Amendment of our constitution. This bill is no good.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:15:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joshana Alailefaleula Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Freedom of religion is a constitution of the United States of America! This bill is infringing on 
the first amendment Freedom of Religion!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:16:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Domonique Boudreau  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I hope that this testimony finds you well.  I have never written a testimony and do apologize if I 
do it incorrectly.   As a mother of five who strives to always make sure that I am doing 
everything possible to give them the best life they can have and make the own choices that fit our 
family and religion I really do hope that this testimony is taken with consideration.  I oppose bill 
HB 1118 because I believe it violates our constitutional rights as a United States citizen.  My 
children and myself do not participate in vaccines as it goes against our religious 
beliefs.  America/ United States is the land of the free.  Vaccinations should not be a forceful 
punishment to children and families who do not believe in such.  My family and I will fight to 
keep our rights as a family with rights and the choice to choose if we want to get vaccinated or 
not.  Please oppose and drop this heinous bill.  Listen to the people and do the right thing.  
 
Mahalo, 

Domonique Boudreau  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:18:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kendrick Tom Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118!  This should be a decision parents should make for their own 
children.  Thank you for your consideration  

  

Kendrick 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:18:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sherry Ramirez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It is against my religious beliefs and as an American citizen to be forced on this bill. Our keiki, 
our choices.  

 





https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/local-news/2025-02-10/hawaii-measure-non-medical-vaccine-exemptions-in-schools?utm_source=chatgpt.com




HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:22:51 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sharde marshall Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE HB1118 RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO 
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS. THIS IS A VIOLATION OF OUR CONSTITUTIONAL 
RIGHTS! TO CHOOSE! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:23:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gayle Wong Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Strongly Oppose this bill.  

HB1118 ignores the fact that every body is different, that medical treatment comes with risk, and 
that no one - ESPECIALLY THE GOVERNMENT- should have the power to force those risks 
on anyone. Our keikis are not the property of the state. Us as parents should be the ones making 
these choices. 

HB1118 also trample on religious freedom. These beliefs should be honred, not dismissed. No 
law should ever force someone to violate their faith and to comply with govenment mandate. 

I stand with the families of hawaii, protect our rights, our freedom, and our keikis. Please vote 
NO to HB1118. 

  

Thankyou for your time 

Gayle wong... 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:24:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nicholas kirby Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, My name is Nicholas Kirby. I am submitting my testimony to express my disapproval of 
the Bill HB1118 which strips religious exemptions from the family keiki whom attend Hawaii 
public schools. HB1118 is in Direct conflict with Amendment 1 Article 1 of the U.S. 
Constitutions bill of rights. It says and I quote: "Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;..." this statement made within 
the constitution is one of the core foundational principles of our free society. For the house to 
infringe upon it is a direct threat to our democracy as a whole! In my own personal opinion and 
religious practices I am not an evangelical Christian, nor a Mormon, Mennonite, Amish or a 
Jehovah's Witness whom you may hear testimony from at the hearing, I am a Taoist, Taoists 
beleive in the principles of Following the Tao, that as Lao Tzu put it best "a way (or Tao) can be 
a guide but never a set path"  I believe that every human has the libertarian Free- will t o choose 
their own Tao (or way) and if their Tao is to not take certain vaccinations, or to wait for further 
testing or until later on in life to take a vaccination, that they should be allowed to do so without 
the state impeding on their fundamental religious liberty. So I strongly urge The members of 
This committee as a Citizen of the United States of America, a constituent of the state of Hawaii, 
an activist and registered voter, To vote No on this Bill! The state of our union's civil liberties 
depends on it!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:25:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Renee Yasutomi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I firmly oppose HB1118 as this violates our constitutional rights as U.S. citizens in regards to our 
freedom of religion.   
  

  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:28:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

William Keliikoa II Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is William Keliikoa II and i oppose this bill HB1118. I take my opposition on this bill 
because I believe the choice to give any medical asistance should be up to the recipient. If the 
recipient is a minor, by legal age of the law, the responsibilty of the decision now becomes up to 
the legal gaurdians.  

Also, for the record, I am vacinated because of the covid JAB rule to work you must be 
vacinated when it was upon us to make the tough decision to feed our families.  

Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:34:47 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robyn Uehara-Tom Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

please don't take away the rights of the parents to choose.  Allow parents to decide if they want 
to vaccinate their children or not. I am a former DOE special education teacher and have had a 
handful of parents share their heart-broken stories of their jovial child laughing and speaking; 
then, they were vaccinated and now the parents were left with a child with a flat affect, 
nonsocial, and a nonspeaker.  And therefore, ended up in my special education preschool 
class.  One incident is a coincidence but a handful of these stories is not. Please allow the parents 
to choose for their children! Parents are educated regarding the vaccination by their pediatricians. 
They should make the final decision. Thank you. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:34:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brittney Carineo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill Hb1118 to mandate the covid vaccine for my children. I believe that it is a parents 
full responsibility on behalf of our children to choose when to vaccinate them. I don't feel safe 
having to inject my child with poison and definitely don't want to use them as guinea pigs for the 
pharmaceutical companies or government agencies to gain money off them. I've also done a lot 
of research about this vaccine which has Hep C in it and could potentially cause autism, become 
paralyzed or brain dead which has led me to my decision not to vaccinate or cause harm to my 
babies. My child has also expressed disinterest in having to be injected with a needle and be 
harmed. It is already a proven fact that Covid vaccine does not work, after having it more than 5 
times, without being vaccinated I'm still alive and thriving. I oppose this bill in the best interest 
of my children as there mother and I stand with all the other parents fighting for our 
constitutional rights  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:36:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christopher Gouveia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118. It is absurd to require children to be vaccinated just to attend school, and to 
not even allow for religious exemptions. This should only be a discussion between PARENTS 
and FAMILY PHYSICIANS. Government should NOT be making medical decisions for them. 
If this bill becomes law, then there will be a massive drop in student enrollment across all public 
schools throughout the state in the coming school years. More prarents will have to resort to 
either homeschooling or private schools in order for their kids to get the best education possible, 
and unfortunately, many parents in Hawaii do not have the time or the money to be able to seek 
those alternatives. Most parents send their kids to public schools because its the only free and 
timely option they have, and this bill will only make things more difficult for them. Our 
leadership acts like they care for our kids and families, when in reality, these bills tell us the 
exact opposite. Stop making things more harder for families. If you do, then it will only result in 
not only a decline in public school student enrollment, but it will result in more Hawaii families 
leaving the state for better financial, health and educational oppoortunites in other states.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:37:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chanara Caey Richmond Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  Chanara Richmnd, HD42. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:37:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Pualani Waialae Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE HB 1118 I believe in natural immunity over children and all human life. It is our God 
given right to have natural immunity. We the people of Hawaii choose FREEDOM!!!! 

I know of many friends and family in Hawaii that has passed away due to the Pfizer vaccine. All 
vaccines have many side effects, as well as death. I don't want that for the children of Hawaii. 

Sincerely, 

Pualani 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:39:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Terri Yoshinaga Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is Government overreach!  It is our right as citizens of this republic to decide for 
ourselves and our Keiki what goes into our bodies.  If you vote yes to this, are you ready to face 
the repercussions of making decisions for us?  Not all of us voted you in.  Be prepare to reap 
what you sow.  Please prayerfully know what is the right thing to do.  Don't be blinded by 
someone calling himself a doctor acting as though he knows what is right, all the wrong doings 
will be coming to light soon. 

 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:39:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Beau Bayne Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a parent I believe that God as appointed me to lead my children and protect my children.  it is 
not the job of the Government to make decisions for any child.  Only to serve and support the 
people of Hawaii. I oppose this bill that takes away the parents God given rights to choose.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:39:49 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

shalane tehotu  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:42:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lauren Ing Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB1118 as a OBGYN physician as it will help protect our most vulnerable population. 
Vaccines are widely studied and research and are safe and effective at preventing devastating 
disease. Most importantly, herd immunity can save the lives of those who are not able to get 
vaccinated, not by choice, but due to medical problems. The reason we don't widely see 
outbreaks of polio or measles is due to vaccines and I hope to never see a day when there are 
widespread outbreaks of these diseases in school. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:44:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:45:47 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Doreen Sokolowski Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 because it takes away rights and freedom parents have for their children. Not 
to mention it's the Hawaii Constitution as well as the US Constitution of Freedom to choose. We 
have the right to execute our religious FREEDOM! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:46:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Debra Alison Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose Bill HB1118 and I feel as a parent the decision for vaccination should be between 
child's primary care Physician and Parent.  
  

Thank you! 

r, Debra Alison 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:47:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brynne Asing Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. As a parent, we should have the freedom to choose. This should not be forced. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:52:42 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wendilee Domingo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

There should be no one allowed to make a life decisions for someone else's children other than 
their parents.  

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:55:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Russell Waialae  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE HB1118 I BELIEVE IN NATURAL IMMUNITY OVER CHILDREN AND ALL 
HUMAN LIFE.  

IT IS OUR GOD GIVEN RIGHT TO HAVE NATURAL IMMUNITY GIVEN BY GOD. 

WE THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII CHOOSE FREEDOM!!! 

I KNOW OF MANY FRIENDS AND FAMILY IN HAWAII THAT HAS DIED DUE TO THE 
mRNA VACCINE / PFIZER VACCINE. 

ALL VACCINES HAVE MANY SIDE EFFECTS AS WEL AS DEATH. I DONT WANT 
THAT FOR THE CHILDREN OF HAWAII. 

SINCERELY, 

Russell  

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 6:57:23 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bernice Jarra  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. I feel we as an US citizen and parent we have the right / freedom to practice 
our Constitution, if we choose to be vaccinated or not. We shall not be forced to be vaccinated as 
we do live in America, the land of the free. Thank you  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:02:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

gina asari Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To Whom it May Concern, 

 
I am a Native Hawaiian born and raised in Hawai'i. I am also 
a God fearing Jesus loving Christian! How much more of 
this pilikia do we have to endure? HB 1118 is further proof 
of this government's over reach! Josh Green is basically 
trying to take every last basic right away from our freedom 
of choice as promised in the United States Constitution and 
by our Lord God! We cannot allow him to become the 
dictator that he longs to be! 

 
I believe this is as dangerous as the overthrow of the 
Hawaiian monarchy. Native Hawaiians and all residents of 
the State of Hawari should be enraged by this proposal. 
This bill not only takes away our personal rights and 
religious rights, it strips parents of their parental rights! I 
refuse to allow this Hawai'i government to use our citizens 
and children as some sort of test model for other 
communist states seeking to see how this experiment 
works! This is why I oppose HB 1118! 

 
Mahalo and God help us, 

 
Gina Asari 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:02:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Calvin Kawai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill and it needs to be shutdown simply because it's wrong.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:03:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

stephanie kawaauhau Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill as you have no rights to my children. My body my choice. It's unconstitutional 
leave our children alone  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:06:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nathan Soriano  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 this ridiculous notion that someone can tell me what I have to put in my child. 
You do not have the right!! Only Parents have that right! Governor Josh Green is overstepping 
his authority! In my opinion, he is being paid by big Pharma and should be recalled immediately. 
We live in a country that is free. We should make the decisions for our children and not some 
government bureaucrat. Thank you  

 









HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:07:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Devi Ndrejaj  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My husband and I belong to a family of strong Christian-Catholic faith, with religious values that 
directly conflict with medical inventions such as innoculations, the majority of which include 
aborted  fetal cell DNA, which is a fundamental reason we strongly oppose inoculations of any 
kind. This alone should drive decision making to not move this piece of legislation forward.  

We strongly believe that faith based exemptions are under constitutional protection, and allow us 
the right to choose, based on our constitutional rights which provide the freedom to practice 
religion.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:09:10 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diahnn Villafania Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB118 HD1 Bill. We have the right to choose, it goes against our 
constitutional rights. I oppose this bill.  

Sincerely,  

Diahnn Villafania 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:10:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tatum Kaakau-Manuwai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am Tatum Kaakau-Manuwai. I reside on the island of Oahu. I am testifying in support of BILL 
1118HB because I believe that it is our body and it should be our choice whether if we want to 
do vaccination or not. Mahalo Nui loa for the opportunity to share my story. 

Tatum Kaakau-Manuwai  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:11:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amberlynn Hernandez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose Bill HB1118. This bill takes away our American right to FREEDOM OF CHOICE. My 
children are up to date on their vaccinations. With that said i do not what to be FORCED  to get 
them immunizations that i do not agree with!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:14:43 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

William Newton Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.   

Take away religious exemptions and you're basically kicking my kids out of school, public or 
private. 

What other things will you deny people based on their religious or philosophical beliefs? 

I don't make any money from injecting vaccines in people's arms so unfortunately I don't have 
any to give you for your reelection funds. 
 
I will however never vote for anyone that votes yes for these bills in committees, the house or the 
senate.  Seems like the only power the individuals who oppose this bill has these days over the 
organizations that support it. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:15:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amanda Norstrand  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Opposition to the Elimination of Religious Exemptions for Vaccinations 

  

Dear Committee, 

I am writing as a concerned resident of Hawaii to voice my strong opposition to the proposed 
removal of religious exemptions for vaccinations. This change undermines essential rights and 
disregards the deeply rooted beliefs of countless families in our state. As parents, we are 
entrusted with the responsibility to safeguard our children, which includes making thoughtful 
medical decisions that align with our faith, values, and understanding of potential risks. 

  

Protecting Religious Freedom and Parental Authority 

  

Hawaii has long been a beacon of cultural and religious diversity, and it is imperative to uphold 
the constitutional right to freedom of religion. Eliminating religious exemptions for vaccinations 
compels families to act against their deeply held beliefs in order to access education or public 
services. Such a move represents an unconstitutional overstep and unjustly targets families who 
prioritize faith-driven decision-making in medical matters. 

  

Parents must retain the right to make informed medical choices for their children without undue 
pressure. Many families in Hawaii have religious principles that emphasize personal bodily 
autonomy, reliance on natural immunity, or ethical concerns surrounding vaccine components. 
Forcing compliance with mandatory vaccinations disregards these convictions and risks 
establishing a dangerous precedent for future government intrusion into personal and religious 
freedoms. 

  







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:15:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kiana Domingo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. With all the recent studies being done, and data showing that children 
who are vaccinated are 212% more likely to be diagnosed with some type of neurodevelopmental 
disorder compared to those who aren't vaccinated, why would us parents knowing that 
information be okay with risking the health and safety of our children just so they can attend 
PUBLIC school. Every parent has the right to make the best decision for the health and safety of 
their own children.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:16:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Williams  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Definitely strongly oppose this bill, taking away our rights to choose based off of our religious 
beliefs is definitely infringing on our constitutional rights. So sick of all all of this nonsense you 
constantly trying to force down our throats and literally into arms!!!! Josh Green bought and paid 
for by Pfizer pushing this crap on us.. he needs to be investigated 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:16:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christopher Palilio Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I believe the choice should be between family and family physician  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:20:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christina Aquino Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I vote against this bill  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:20:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erica Edrada Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I currently am pregnant and have already done research regarding possible negative effects of 
young children receiving vaccines. I personally know of 3 separate families who are dealing with 
potentially lifelong issues in at least one of their children because they had severe reactions to 
getting vaccinated.Strangely enough, they had no issues with their unvaccinated children. 
Regardless of what has been done for many years, the choice of what goes in a child's body 
should be left up to their parents. No one should ever be forced to do something just to receive an 
education. There is no substantial evidence that 100% proves that receiving these vaccinations 
will prevent contamination within classrooms. In some cases, the risks outweigh the benefits and 
that needs to be taken into consideration. Not everyone can afford to stay home to homeschool 
their children, or pay for a private institution that will potentially give parents a choice! Science 
is based on facts, yes, but it is always evolving and new studies have shown that the 
recommended CDC vaccine schedule is excessive and potentially harmful. Exemptions should 
always be allowed.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:21:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erin Nisewonger  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Our country was founded on religious freedom. The United States Constitution and Hawaii 
Constitution both firmly stand in the practices of religious freedom. No form of government shall 
be able to force or coerce any citizen of American to set aside religious beliefs or give up a 
fundamentally protected activity such as education. The schools will see a dramatic decline in 
school enrollements. Thus, the bill did nothing. When children are pulled from the schools and 
vaccinations are not increased, what did this bill do? You were elected to listen to the people and 
not your own agenda and pockets. The people have spoke and do not want this bill to pass. 
Currently, the state of Hawaii forces parents to give their child vaccinations that are not required 
by the CDC. This current asinine policy leads to decreased vaccinations. In Hawaii, you have 
taken away the parents rights to choose and it is an all or nothing system for vaccinations. 
Simply, because you force the HPV vaccination we are forced to not vaccinate our children in 
order to comply with the all of nothing vaccination mandate for DOE.  Kill this bill and get rid of 
the mandate for HPV.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:21:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James Chow Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is a disgrace to the Hawaiian people. As a father of twins that will be entering high 
school I fear for their future education. I am going to pull them from their opportunities for 
sports which they are heavily involved. And for their education. I or my wife would have to quit 
our jobs and homeschool. This would be financially devastating to my family. I stood firm 
throughout COVID and did not fall to the pressure from family and friends to get the untested 
vaccines. This measure will displace so many families who do not want to be part of the 
Pharmaceutical experiment.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:21:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kahulili Mendes Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in strong OPPOSITION of HB1118 . . . specifically removing religious exemptions 
for immunizations.  I am a parent of students that have a religious exemption because it is 
my deeply held belief that medical decisions, including immunizations, should be a matter of 
personal faith and parental choice. HB1118 infringes upon my constitutional right to religious 
freedom and forces my family to choose between our sincerely held beliefs and my children's 
access to public education. 

The First Amendment protects the right to exercise religion freely. By removing religious 
exemptions for immunizations, HB1118 directly violates this fundamental freedom. Many 
families, like mine, hold strong spiritual convictions regarding medical interventions, and this 
bill disregards those beliefs entirely. 

This bill unfairly punishes religious families by restricting access to public education, which is a 
right for all children. Public schools are funded by all taxpayers, including those who hold 
religious objections to vaccines. It is unjust to force families into choosing between violating 
their faith or being excluded from the education system. 

Parents are the primary decision-makers for their children's healthcare. HB1118 removes the 
ability for families to make informed medical choices based on their religious convictions. This 
overreach sets a dangerous precedent, allowing the government to override personal and 
religious autonomy in medical decisions. 

While I understand the intent behind public health measures, any policy must respect individual 
rights, including religious liberty. Religious exemptions have been part of Hawaii's framework 
for years without causing public health crises, and there is no compelling reason to eliminate 
them now. 

Forcing compliance with medical procedures against one's religious beliefs is unconstitutional 
and unethical. I strongly urge you to oppose HB1118 and protect religious freedoms for all 
families in Hawaii. 

  

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 



  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:21:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Grady Suan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Grady Suan strongly oppose HB118.  Although I am not against all vaccines, it is not my belief 
that the state or government shall have the right to decide on forced medical related decisions on 
my children. This goes against the 1st amendment which makes this bill illegal.  A persons 
personal belief shall not be FORCED upon all.  This is government and state over reach which 
will not stand.  Medical decisions for my children and all keiki of the great state of Hawaii 
should remain in the hands of the parents until they are of legal age to make medical 
decisions for themselves.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:22:02 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Lynn Murakami 

Akatsuka Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB 1118, HD 1 passage this session.  This is an important public health bill to 
keep our young children through our kupuna safe in our homes and in our communities 
statewide. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of HB 1118, HD 1. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:22:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Idanea Serrano Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

In my opinion I don't think vaccines should be mandatory.  We don't know all of the ingredients 
that vaccines contain. Also, companies that make the vaccines can not be sued if my child were 
to have a bad reaction to the vaccine. I am very worried about this new bill and I don't think it 
should pass because this should be something that the parents should get to decide and not 
someone else.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:25:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alexis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Yall hurting these kids & pushing it for your own agenda, you don't even care about the people 
of Hawai'i.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:25:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leticia Miner Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This CAN NOT PASS!! This would be violating our constitutional rights to our religious 
beliefs!! Why are we herd vaccinating for 5% of medically fragile children who can't take the 
vaccine? Wouldn't that smarter choice be to keep those children separated in their own class or 
have them stay home. Why should we be forced to homeschool our children due to our religious 
beliefs! A'ole to Josh Green for even putting this into a bill!!! We the people of Hawaii ARE 
AGAINST THIS BILL!!! Find better solutions then vaccinations 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:27:06 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kim Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

I have had my vaccines, and it was my choice.  
  

Medical procedures, medication and vaccines, along with a long list of other things should be up 
to the individual. 

my body my choice 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:27:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Bull Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose. These immunizations should not be "mandatory" aka forced, nothing should be 
"mandatory" or forced as a matter of fact when it comes to choosing what we put into our bodies. 
What happened to deciding these things between the parents and our primary care providers for 
our keiki? We won't be sending our keiki to any Hawaii school if this happens to come about. I 
oppose. I oppose over and over again. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:27:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Justin Arnold Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

STOP wasting MY tax payers dollars on legislation that your constituents oppose. WE WILL 
make note of these individuals and democracy will prevail as you will be relieved of your duties 
that you so quickly neglect. YOU swore an oath to serve the people, your constituents, and 
uphold the CONSTITUTION of the UNITED STATES.  Continue to be direlect in your duties 
and you will be dealt with accordingly. Historically, they had a specific punishment for traitors. 
You've been informed. 

Aloha 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:27:43 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chanel kaeo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

STOP IMPEDEING ON MY RIGHTS TO CHOOSE WHAT IS BEST FOR MY CHILDREN. 
WE SHOULD HAVE THE FREEDOM TO DECIDE FOR OUSELVES WHETHER TO GET 
VACCINATED OR NOT.  

  

WE ALL KNOW ITS FOR PROFIT THAT OUR GOVERNMENT IS PUSHING THIS.   MAY 
YOU REAP WHAT YOU SOW 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:29:23 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Louis Robinson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My wife and I are Kaimuki residents, voters, and tax payers. Our children attend middle school. 
HB1118 violates our sincerely held religious beliefs. Do not pass this bill! Didn't you learn from 
the Covid scam? 

Sincerely, Louis Robinson  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:30:06 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Krista Anderson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill, which seeks to eliminate religious vaccine exemptions for 
schoolchildren. The right to make medical decisions based on sincerely held religious beliefs is a 
fundamental aspect of religious freedom, protected by both the U.S. Constitution and 
longstanding legal precedent. Removing this exemption would force families to choose between 
their faith and their children's education, an unjust and unnecessary burden. Additionally, there is 
no evidence that religious exemptions alone pose a significant public health risk, as overall 
vaccination rates remain high. Preserving religious freedom while maintaining public health is 
not mutually exclusive, and I urge lawmakers to reject this overreach into personal and religious 
liberties. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:33:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeshere Lim Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing this testimony in hopes of finding a common understanding. While I can agree that 
specific vaccinations are beneficial against diseases, I firmly believe it should still be a choice 
that each parent is allowed to make on behalf of their children. Every parent's wish is to have 
safe and healthy children and I'm sure everyone will make the right choices for their kids. I feel it 
is unfair to our rights to have to enforce or mandate something like a vaccination. Look at the 
mistakes done during COVID and the repurcussions from that. We should learn from our 
mistakes and improve for the future. I humbly request that parents are given the choice of 
deciding what's best for their own children. Provide the right resources and education of the 
benefits each vaccination provides instead of making it mandatory. Mahalo  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:34:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

April Belaski Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill it is unconstitutional and discriminatory. It's my religious belief that my body is 
the temple of god the Holy Spirit. 

We are not our own and we must honor god with our bodies.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:35:10 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Naparan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I oppose HB1118. This voilates the First Amendment, U.S. Constitution, which prohibits 
congress from establishing or restricting any religion and these shots goes against my religious 
rights. 

Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:37:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joseph Porec Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a public school teacher I do not agree with the government mandating ALL vaccinations at 
their whim. Students should not be mandated to take covid or flu vaccinations and they should be 
parent choice. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:37:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Banner Fanene Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I absolutely oppose this garbage! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:37:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelli Ukauka Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I respectfully oppose this bill. This is taking away our God given constitutional rights to make an 
informed decision and taking away our religious rights to make a choice whether we vaccinate it 
children or not. For one, we are not even told what is in the vaccines. For two, there is zero 
liability on the pharmaceutical companies or the government if there is a vaccine injury. Third, it 
should be the parent's right to choose. Not the government, school system, or anyone else.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:37:42 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Abagail Hamman Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Each individual has God-given, unalienabe rights. The State has no right to deny people their 
religious rights. Nothing cancels the US Constitution. The vaccine industry is corrupted, and the 
vaccine manufacturers are protected from being held accountable for the bioweapons they 
create.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:38:06 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Virginia Okamoto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair,  

My name is Virginia Okamoto and I testify in opposition to HB 1118, Relating to Non-Medical 
Exemptions to Immunization Requirements. This bill would remove reoligious exemptions for 
student vaccinations, limiting parental choice and long-standing personal and religious 
freedomes afforded through the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, and its protections 
including religion, to practice one's religion, faith in God, but it also limits the government's 
ability to favor one religion over another.  

As a citizen of the state of Hawaii, I fervently believe one ought to be able to decide  how to care 
for one's bondy, mind and spirit, and whole health whether it is with their faith in God, through 
pharmaceuticals and health professionals, or independent of pharmaceuticals, vaccinations or 
with a combination of the aforementioned. Removing the ability to opt out of vaccinations strips 
individuals of this basic U.S. Constitutional freedom, to exercise their faith.  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs.  Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and account for various perspectives.   

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB 1118.  

Mahalo for your time and consideration.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:38:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eric Koch Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I strongly oppose this bill. With all the issues facing Hawaii I find it interesting this is the 
focus of the governor. It's interesting how the decision makers doggedly pursue things that 
encroach on personal liberties whil oberlooking the glaringly obvious problems we are on a day 
to day basis. You want to talk about public health? How about the deluge of homeless being 
flown in to the islands daily. These people are sickly, with lesions and poor health. Where are 
they defacating? All over our common areas. That's basic sanitation issues that history has 
proven over and over to be problematic for public health. None of you guys address this. Yet 
here we are talking about healthy children being referred to as animals in the context of "herd 
immunity". If I vaccinate my cattle and one of them dies we easily move on. With humans there's 
a much greater level of concern. Parents pay taxes that fund schools and should be allowed to 
choose if the risk is warranted. I notice that the manufacturers of these drugs and the 
policymakers that force people to take them are endemnified. To me, you guys should be held 
criminally/ financially responsible for any injuries or death that occurs from what you enforce. 
Drug manufacturers should be held to the same standard. In closing, stop wasting time violating 
our rights, stop trying to be our parents, do your job and clean up the streets. This is getting old 
and Hawaii is falling apart  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:38:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James Logue Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is a ridiculous overreach by the government and goes against the very principles of our 
Constitution.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:38:36 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Selina Lalau Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support the passing of bill HB1118. Religious exemptions should be allowed for vaccine 
exemptions.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:41:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tiare J Weiss Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill against the natural bill of rights. We as individuls have a say in what is best for 
our children. Some have medical and religious expemptions that need to be honored and not 
Ruled by a the state govermnet.  

A non medica and non religious expemtion is against our constitution and needs to be stopped.  

Please understand we all have choices! A wrong decison or a force of a vacinne could cause in 
death!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:41:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nakita Valdez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a mother of three daughters. All three of them have religious exemption for vaccinations. 
This all started when my youngest daughter was diagnosed with cancer at the age of three. We 
became close to god and stopped vaccinating our children.  Due to the fact that most 
vaccinations are made or were tested on aborted fetal cells. I do not believe that god would want 
us to support the killing of babies or the injecting of there cells in to our bodies. Murder is 
wrong.  
Another thing that I want to comment on is the statement that was made that this law is to protect 
medical fragile kids. My daughter battled cancer for three years. Not at any point before, during, 
or after her cancer treatment did I feel that anyone should be forced to vaccinate their children in 
order to protect my child.  
As a mom of children with religious exemptions and a mom of a child who battled cancer I am 
against this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:43:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christle Kamakaala Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support HB1118! The choice of vaccination should be left up to parents. This is a blatant 
overstep and this bill cannot be ethically or morally allowed to pass. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:43:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Crystal Linville Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing on behalf of bill number Hb1118 

We currently have a son that attends public school on Maui.  
I am writing to voice my opposition to the forced vaccinations with no religious exemptions. I 
believe this is a decision that should be between the parents and the pediatrician. I also believe it 
is our constitutional right  to have freedom of religion and separation of church and state.  
 Thank you for your time and your consideration in this very important matter.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:47:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

christopher yarbrough Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill as it goes against my constitutional right to religious freedom 

Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:48:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erik Owen-Watts  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Stop taking our rights away, by pushing this mandatory vaccination on our children to get a 
education. This is so wrong on so many levels. I oppose this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:48:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Naomi Brown Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

By forcing parents to follow the states guidelines with no recourse,  you will infringe on the 
religious liberty we have hereto enjoyed in Hawaii. I cannot support this measure. Please 
oppose.  

Signed, 

Naomi Brown 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:50:06 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Zachary Wadas Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

[Zachary Wadas] 

[Feb, 19th 2025] 

  

Hawaii State Legislature 

Committee on Health & Homelessness 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

  

Subject: Opposition to HB1118 Protecting Religious and Parental Rights in Immunization 
Decisions 

  

Dear Honorable Members of the Hawaii State Legislature, 

  

I am writing to express my strong opposition to HB 1118, which seeks to eliminate non-medical 
exemptions for immunization requirements in Hawaii. As a Christian, I firmly believe that 
parents have a God-given responsibility to make medical decisions for their children without 
government interference. This bill directly threatens religious liberty, parental rights, and bodily 
autonomy principles that are foundational to our faith and the freedoms enshrined in the U.S. 
Constitution. 

  



A major ethical concern for many Christians is that several vaccines are developed, produced, or 
tested using cell lines derived from aborted human fetuses. For example, cell lines such as HEK-
293 and WI-38 originate from abortions performed decades ago and continue to be used in 
vaccine research and development. The use of these cells contradicts biblical teachings on the 
sanctity of life (Psalm 139:13-16, Jeremiah 1:5), as it directly benefits from the destruction of 
innocent human life. Supporting or participating in a medical practice that relies on abortion-
derived cells is morally unacceptable to many believers, as it implicates them in an industry that 
commodifies human life. 

  

Additionally, some vaccines are developed using stem cells from animals, raising further ethical 
and religious concerns. Genesis 1:26-28 teaches that humans are uniquely created in Gods 
image, distinct from animals, and are given dominion over them. The unnatural blending of 
human and animal biological material in medical treatments poses serious moral dilemmas for 
those who believe in the sanctity and purity of God's creation. Many Christians feel a deep 
conviction that participating in such medical interventions violates God's design for humanity 
and their duty to remain faithful stewards of His creation. 

  

Furthermore, the Bible calls us to honor God with our bodies (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) and to act 
according to our conscience (Romans 14:23). Forcing individuals to receive immunizations 
developed in a manner that conflicts with their religious beliefs is an infringement upon their 
right to freely practice their faith. The U.S. Supreme Court has upheld religious liberty in cases 
such as Wisconsin v. Yoder, affirming that the government must respect sincere religious 
convictions even when they conflict with state policies. 

  

Parental rights are also at stake with this legislation. God has entrusted parents with the 
responsibility of raising their children according to biblical principles (Proverbs 22:6, Ephesians 
6:4). When the government mandates medical procedures and removes parental choice, it usurps 
a role that belongs to families and erodes fundamental freedoms. Parents, not the state, are best 
positioned to make informed decisions about their children's health and well-being. 

  

Moreover, enforcing such mandates has led to significant legal and financial repercussions. 
Across the United States, numerous employees have been terminated for refusing COVID-19 
vaccinations on religious grounds, leading to costly lawsuits. For instance, a federal jury awarded 
over $12 million to a former employee of Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan who was fired 
after refusing the COVID-19 vaccine due to her religious beliefs. Similarly, six employees of the 
Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) system were awarded over $1 million each after being 
terminated for refusing the vaccine on religious grounds. These cases not only highlight the 



infringement on individual rights but also result in substantial financial burdens on employers 
and taxpayers due to legal settlements and associated costs. 

  

While I understand the intention behind this bill is to promote public health, religious freedom 
and personal choice must not be sacrificed in the process. The government should not compel 
individuals to violate their faith by forcing participation in medical interventions that contradict 
their deeply held beliefs. 

  

For these reasons, I urge you to reject HB 1118 and uphold the religious and parental freedoms 
that are essential to a just and diverse society. I respectfully ask that you consider the rights of all 
Hawaii residents, including those whose faith convictions lead them to seek exemptions from 
immunization requirements. 

  

Thank you for your time and consideration. I pray that you will act with wisdom and protect the 
freedoms that make Hawaii a place of respect and inclusivity for all beliefs. 

  

Sincerely, 

[Zachary Wadas] 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:50:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kira Lyn Kashiwa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am submitting my written statement in opposition to this bill.  Leave our constitutional rights 
and freedom to express our religious beliefs as it stands.  This  is felt to be severe government 
overreach.  We should be able to decide as parents what is best for our children based on our 
religious beliefs and values.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:52:04 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Julie Akin Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose taking more rights away from parents. It also takes education away from children. All 
children have a right to learn alongside their peers. If parents wish to not vaccinate their children 
the children should not be made to bear the burden of being rejected from public education.  
Vaccines protect the person vaccinated. So an unvaccinated child should not be a concern to the 
schools districts.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:52:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Glenn Philhower Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because it takes away my constitutional rights to choose what I put in my body. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:52:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marie Calma Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We as citizens of the USA should have FREEDOM OF CHOICE of what enters our own & our 
children's bodies! This is unconstitutional & should NOT be passed!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:53:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

JoAnn Salakielu Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Absolutely oppose this bill. 

We should have the right to opt out of these vaccinations if we have concerns of how they may 
affect our children in negative ways. 

What happened to my body (or my child's body), my choice? or that's only ok if you want 
to kill  a baby. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:54:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

claudia c k quintanilla Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Oppose this bill 1118!!! Parents have the right to decide for their child's body. I believe in 
natural immunity. We should not be dictated by government! If we don't take a particular 
vaccination we loose our employment? That is a threat & unconstitutional!  

My best friend decided to take the Pfizer vaccine per her doctor as a preventative measure since 
she had dealt previously with 3 different types of cancer. After taking the vaccine her heart & 
body system swelled with water...2 gallons of liquid was removed. She cried cause she didn't 
want to die! She did everything possible to prevent her fatal death. The vaccine was the start of 
an infection & it killed her. The unknown side affects are real, therefore parent(s) & 
individuals should have the right to decide & choose! 
Stop & think about! 

 





Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

  

Kaena Gilman 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:55:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ayumi Imai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because vaccines and religious freedom are unrelated. Please do not the 
goverment take away the freedom of education.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:56:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Coral  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I DO NOT AGREE TO THIS MATTER. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:56:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Derricks  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Our government does not have the right to take away parents rights to decide on how many 
vaccinations or to vaccination to our children!!! It's a parents choice. None of you gave birth to 
our children. Half of doe children are not vaccination or have their own schedule on how many 
these young child get. Stop trying to control our people we will stand up against this.  

Doe will lose funds if this bill passes and the child aren't attending school anymore due to this.  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:56:56 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aaliyah Tovi  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a parent I believe that making it mandatory too make all children take required vaccines is 
unconstitutional & it isn't right. Yes they may be children but they should still have rights on 
whether they should take these vaccines or not along with the support of us parents or we should 
be the ones making the decisions because after all it is their bodies & if they're not comfortable 
with what's going in it then why force it? I strongly oppose this bill & stand by that! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:56:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kenneth Rimorin Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha my name is Kenneth Rimorin, I'm here to testify that these immunizations requirement 
shots is very dangerous and deadly to give our keikis and family/friends. I know friends and even 
a family member that died taking the shots. I myself took the shots when Covid/pandemic 
happened just so I could work and so I can feed my family and roof over our head, but the side 
effect that gave me and I till this day have it now is crazy hives appear on my whole body and 
sometimes have to scratch to where my skin comes out. I never did have a problem when I didn't 
take the shots. Now I feel useless when I break out with hives. It's not safe it's an experiment that 
you guys forcing us to take especially for the keikis , I have kids of my own and I will not let 
them suffer like how I'm suffering, this is not right. We all human we all have our decisions we 
alone got to make it not you guys. You don't run our bodies and it's not yours to run, we alone 
know our healths and we can make our own decisions, free will right. I will fight for my family 
especially for my keikis and for the people of Hawaii. I Kenneth Rimorin will stand against it. 
You guys should leave our keikis alone, you don't raise them, you don't take them to school or 
doctors and you don't pay our bills. This is our life not yours. This is our children's not yours. 
This is our Aina not yours, this is our people not yours. I'm tired like everyone else, but I can tell 
you we ain't giving up because we as the locals that live here on Oahu will protect what's ours 
especially you dealing with our family's. Again this is my testimony! Mahalo for your time!  

 





  

Regardless of where one stands on vaccines, every individual should have the right to weigh the 
risks and benefits and make personal health decisions without coercion or mandates. HB 1118 
disregards informed consent, bodily autonomy, and the rights of parents to act in the best interest 
of their families. Medical interventions should never be forced or legislated in a way that strips 
away the rights of citizens while protecting the financial interests of pharmaceutical 
corporations. 

  

I urge you to stand against HB 1118 and protect the rights of families like mine, and the future 
and educational opportunities of my children. Please oppose this bill and advocate for policies 
that respect medical freedom, parental choice, and ethical governance over corporate interests. I 
appreciate your time and consideration and hope you will be a voice for our constitutional rights. 

  

Sincerely, 

Hannah Jermstad 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 7:59:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christine Marie Pecoraro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill ! As a mother and a Big Island resident, that has a religious exemption 
, this is not right . No one has the right to tell me what to put in mine or my child's body created 
perfectly in Gods image. We know not to trust man and the "grandfathered" in words that can be 
changed at anytime are not fooling anyone  

 





In closing, I urge the committee to reconsider this bill. Instead of removing religious exemptions, 
we should look for ways to strengthen our public health initiatives through education, open 
dialogue, and respect for individual rights. This approach not only respects constitutional 
freedoms but also fosters a community where diverse beliefs can coexist with public health 
goals. 

Thank you for your attention and for considering this perspective. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:02:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ricardo Molero Bravo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments: As a physician in the community, I understand the importance of herd immunity. 
Therefore I support this measure.  



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:02:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alysha Cummings Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm in opposition of Bill HB1118. Medical decisions for our keiki is a deeply personal and 
spiritual choice that the parents not government should make. Please make better use of your 
time and our tax money by getting rid of the chemicals in our food and skies before you even 
think to inject our keiki. Hell no! 

 







There is a long history of respecting religious freedom in our society, and religious exemptions 
have existed to protect that fundamental right. It is vital that this protection is upheld, not 
undermined.  

  

4. Native Hawaiians Will Be Disproportionately Affected By This: 

Native Hawaiians, like many indigenous communities, have a deep cultural and spiritual 
connection to their traditions, including their religious practices. For many Native Hawaiians, 
spirituality and health are often intertwined, with certain cultural beliefs and rituals playing a 
significant role in their understanding of well-being. These religious practices may include 
exemptions from vaccinations based on spiritual or ancestral beliefs about health and wellness. 
Removing religious exemptions for vaccines could have a disproportionate impact on Native 
Hawaiians, as it could force individuals to choose between adhering to their traditional beliefs 
and participating in a public health system that may not recognize or respect their unique cultural 
needs. This loss of exemption might feel like an infringement on their right to practice their 
religion freely and could exacerbate distrust in healthcare systems that have historically 
marginalized indigenous people. 

  

While the importance of public health is undeniable, removing religious exemptions does not 
necessarily improve vaccine compliance. It may instead lead to increased mistrust of government 
mandates and foster division in our communities. Education and outreach should be prioritized to 
inform and support those who are hesitant, rather than coercing them into compliance. Public 
health can be protected through other means, such as ensuring that schools have access to 
educational materials that outline the benefits of vaccination, offering accommodations for those 
with valid health concerns, and maintaining transparency and dialogue with communities. 

  

In conclusion, HB 1118 poses a direct threat to personal freedom, religious expression, 
educational rights and native Hawaiian beliefs. I respectfully ask that you consider the impact 
this bill will have on individuals' freedoms and vote against it. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. I hope you will stand with your constituents and protect these fundamental rights. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:05:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nicole Alapai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Nicole Alapai and I am opposed to HB1118. 

The bill would limit my choice as a parent, and also over step into my family's personal and 
religious freedoms. 
Public health is important, however policies should also respect individual rights.  
This bill would force families to choose between faith and access to education. 

Again, I oppose HB1118. 

Mahalo for your consideration.  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:06:10 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrea La Pierre Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill as it is completely unconstitutional and every citizen has the right of 
deciding what goes into one's body regardless of religious beliefsz Parents have the right to 
decode for their child. Making a choice to not vaccinate based on religious beliefs are an equal 
right and may not be taken away by government. This bill cannot be passed, we are not under a 
tyrannical governmental system. Children have the right to attend public schools regardless of 
their faith beliefs as it applies to not being required to be vaccinated.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:06:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sean Mello Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:09:10 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leslene Rapisura  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a parents, we should have the right to make decisions for our children. A decision between us 
parents and our primary care physician.  
  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:10:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kayla keoho Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Let the parents parent !!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:10:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Pasi Mauga Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not agree with this HB1118 bill at all. It is the parents decision for the kids. Like I SAID I 
DO NOT AGREE WITH THIS HB1118 BILL. I NEED YOU TO KILL THIS BILL.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:10:54 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Grace Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Jennifer Grace, and I testify in opposition to HB1118.  

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. This bill is unconstitutional. This is an 
extreme overreach of government. I agree that vaccines are helpful but I also believe in the right 
to choose.  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. 

For those reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:11:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Boyd Ready Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, Legislators, 

Even in wartime we respect freedom of conscience and allow religious people to serve in non-
combatant roles. 

In our schools votes expect the State of Hawaii to respect religious conscience.  

I am opposed to this bill. 

Mahalo, 

Boyd Ready 

Haleiwa 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:11:42 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shealen Uaiwa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a mother of 3 beautiful daughters and as a Christian women i oppose this bill. The 
government works for the people and it is our God given right to do what's best for our children 
not the government officials nor the doctors who has not birth our children! To all of the 
government officials, do what you want with your own children but when it comes to mine, you 
do not get to choose. I am a Native Hawaiian born and raised here. We as people are getting 
priced out of paradise and I don't want this to be another reason for the people of Hawaii to have 
to leave because of this bill. This is personal for me as I had a child be injured by a vaccine and I 
will stand along side all of them parents of Hawaii to oppose this bill. In the mighty name of 
Jesus!! No weapon formed against our children shall prosper.  

 



https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/23035167/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/23902317/
https://a.co/d/cRVK5UN








HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:15:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aiko Yamada  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill for a multitude of reasons but the main reason is that it should be a parents 
choice whether or not to give a vaccine to their child. The government has not and is not 
transparent on the side effects of these vaccines, they  have released the companies who make 
the vaccines from any legal repercussions should serious injury or death occur from vaccine and 
true studies are not being done to show correct data.  I am not "anti vax", I am anti mandating it. 
There are vaccines that have proven to work (with mild or severe side effects) then there are 
vaccines that don't work and have SEVERE side effects......LIKE THE COVID VACCINE! 
People were misled by our government into thinking that if we took the COVID vaccine we 
could neither contract it or give it and we would have immunity.....THAT WAS WRONG and 
none of the companies can be held liable for the deaths and injuries caused to people from the 
vaccine! It's absolutely absurd!. 

After being wrong about the COVID vaccine, the polio vaccine, the gardasil vaccine and so 
much more....the government wants us to put the health of our children in their hands. Absolutely 
not!!!  

Some of these vaccines have lifelong negative impacts and to force this mandate on parents, in 
order for their child(ren) to receive any education, public or private, is an outrage!!! Our school 
system is already graduating students who are less than proficient in math and reading and now 
this mandate threatens to lower enrollment.  

Leave out keiki alone! Please KILL THIS BILL  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:15:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bruce Javellana  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118. This is wrong. Parents should have a say on what's best for their child.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:16:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrea Cesarek Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is America.  We have freedom of religion.  These vaccines contain DNA fragments and 
many use aborted fetal cell lines.  We have the right to choose what goes in our children's 
bodies.  Vaccine injuries do happen and sometimes lead to death.  There is no way to know if a 
child is prone to an injury before it happens so it MUST be the parents choice to weigh the risks 
and benefits.  If a child is injured, the financial, emotional, and spiritual burden weights on the 
parents and impacts the whole family.  The state has no right to tell parents what to put in their 
childrens body.  If they won't let these unvaccinated children in school, the state should be 
responsible to pay for private schools, tutors, and baby sitters to compensate parents. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:19:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jaylin M. Tacgere-Bailey Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose on this matter. Any vaccinations that takes place should be a choice between the child's 
parent, and primary care doctor. We all come from different genetics and we don't react the same 
way when it comes to our healths but as a parent, I believe it should be a PARENT'S choice to 
vaccinate their children's not the governments.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:19:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennefer Fernandez  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I oppose HB1118 because we have the constitutional right to practice our religion in public or 
private. This bill would prevent my children from practicing their religion at school, and the 
people of Hawaii have elected you to represent them you should do what is right for the people. 

Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:19:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shelby cocke Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this upcoming bill. As a past educator and mother , I do not believe that our 
rights should be taken from us if we do not believe in the required vaccines. So many kids will 
miss out on the Hawai'i educational experience that I was fortunate to experience because their 
parents like myself will refuse to put their children in a school system that forces them to go 
against their beliefs. Passing this bill is NOT what is right for our state and goes against their 
beliefs United States fundamentals and constitution! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:21:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan B Suniga Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill directly violates the Constitutional Right to Religion and religious practices, and the 
Nuremberg code which shall not be used to coerse individiuals, including children, in forcebly 
being vaccinated.  Therefore, I oppose this bill. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:22:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Megan Christiansen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposing this bill. Removing religious exemptions and forcing our keiki to get vaccinated to 
attend public school is a violation of our constitutional rights. We have a right to practice our 
religious beliefs and our keiki have a right to attend public school to get an education. There are 
policies in place if an outbreak occurs, unvaccinated keiki cannot attend until the outbreak is 
contained. This policy in place works and change is not needed. Please do not force us to pull our 
keiki from school. This goes against our religious beliefs which are protected under the 
constitution of the United States. If you want to make a difference, provide better quality food to 
our keiki.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:23:36 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Vincent Tomas Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

This is my testimony against HB1118. The government has no authority to decide for parents 
and families in which the covid vaccine should be mandatory in order to attend school or work. 
You may call me a conspiracy theorist but I believe that this is a personal conscious choice that 
all people have a right to decide to make. Also, this vaccine has not proven anything in it's 
efficacy at all. It has not cured or prevented covid from being contracted by anyone. I was 
infected by covid and now have been exposed to multiple people who are vaccinated that were 
infected multiple times and I have not contracted it since. I believe that I developed an natural 
immunity against the virus and have only seen people get infected multiple times as they have 
taken the vaccine and boosters. If I told you that you were going to hell unless you had a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ you would just call me a conspiracy theorist. But see 
that's what I love about choices. God respects the choices of the people who do not wish to 
follow His Son. Jesus won't force himself on anyone and neither should the Governor or any 
lawmaker impose their will on a free people. We as a family are large. And we are keeping an 
eye on everything the Governor and all of you lawmakers are doing about this bill. Be advised 
that we will take you to court if we have to. Why don't we just wait until the coming world leader 
imposes a mark on the entire world before we start helping him by making bills like these that 
divide the people because a few people profess to be wiser than God. Romans tells us that people 
like the governor and other lawmakers who profess to be wise have actually become fools 
because they worshipped creatures rather than the Creator. So please stop this nonsense on 
behalf of my family!!! Mahalo.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:24:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

L Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I highly oppose this and feel qe should have the right to choose. If vaccines work how they say 
they work, then the people that take it shouldn't fear the ones that dont. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:25:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Camas Cook Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. Shame on every politician who thinks they know better than a child's 
own parents. What a disgrace.  

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:30:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alexis Caramonte Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. As a mother and a child of God the vaccine should be a choice not 
mandated by the state. We have a right to our religious beliefs. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in opposition of this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:31:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Judy Ilar Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Freedom of choice. Isn't this the battle cry of majority of the governing body of the state of 
Hawaii? Parents have the right to refuse vaccination for their children. If the State of Hawaii 
mandates children vaccination, Parents then should have the right to sue the State in the event 
that their child is injured or die from a vaccine. Parents should have the right to sue every single 
legislature and governor that aproved this mandate. There need to be accountabiity. The 
childhood vaccine schedule is now under review by the new HHS director Rober F Kennedy Jr. I 
hope that Parents will be empowered to be Parents again and be the decionmaker for their 
children, not the government. Covid vaccine is now under the microscope.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:33:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kimberly Fleishour Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

Please do not pass this bill. It would be very detrimental to the health of many children. Two of 
my friends are severely injured from the covid vaccine and my sister's friend died from it. Not to 
mention countless others who were killed or injured from it. On top of this, it completely goes 
against our constitutional rights. People should have the right to chose what goes into thier 
bodies. Please protect our precious keiki and vote no on this bill. 

Mahalo, 

Kimberly, mother of five children 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:34:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joshua Christiansen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposing this bill. This is an infringement upon our religious liberties and our keiki have a 
right to receive an education. There is a policy in place for unvaccinated keiki attending school. 
This policy is working and no need to change. Do not force us to remove our keiki from school 
because this bill goes against our religious beliefs protected under the constitution.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:35:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lance antonio Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony Opposing Hawaii House Bill 1118 

To the Esteemed Members of the Hawaii State Legislature, 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to House Bill 1118, which seeks to eliminate non-
medical exemptions, including religious exemptions, from immunization requirements for 
school-aged children in Hawaii. While I acknowledge the importance of public health and the 
role of immunizations in safeguarding our communities, I believe this bill poses significant 
concerns regarding religious freedom, parental rights, and educational access 

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution guarantees the free exercise of religion. 
By removing religious exemptions, HB 1118 compels parents and students to act against their 
deeply held spiritual beliefs, effectively infringing upon their constitutional rights. This coercion 
undermines the pluralistic values upon which our nation and state are founded  

Parents possess the fundamental right to make informed medical decisions for their children. HB 
1118 undermines this prerogative by mandating medical interventions without accommodating 
personal or philosophical convictions. Such governmental overreach into family matters sets a 
concerning precedent, diminishing the role of parents in guiding their children health and well-
being. 

The enforcement of strict immunization mandates, absent non-medical exemptions, may lead to 
the exclusion of unvaccinated children from educational institutions. This exclusion not only 
disrupts the academic and social development of these students but also imposes undue stress on 
families seeking to balance their personal beliefs with state requirements. In New York, for 
instance, the removal of religious exemptions led to the displacement of approximately 26,000 
students from schools, illustrating the potential for significant educational disruption 

The bill provision to grandfather existing exemptions creates a dichotomy among students, 
leading to unequal treatment based solely on the timing of their exemptions. This approach 
fosters discrimination and division within the student body, contravening the principles of equity 
and inclusivity that our educational system strives to uphold. 

While the intent of HB 1118 to protect public health is commendable, the bill, in its current form, 
encroaches upon fundamental rights and may lead to unintended negative consequences for 



families and students. I urge the legislature to consider alternative approaches that respect 
individual freedoms, uphold parental rights, and ensure that all children have access to education 
without compromising their personal or religious beliefs. 

Thank you for considering my testimony. 

  

Sincerely, 

Lance Antonio  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:38:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lianne Blas Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill 100%! As a mother and grandmother, it should be the parents to make this 
decision with informed consent. Doctors can guide you in what you should and shouldn't do. But 
it does come down to the parents with religious or personal exemption!!!   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:38:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kapua Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. This decision should be made by no other, than the child(ren) legal 
guardian/parents.  

It is my right as a the parent to make all medical decisions for my children. I have birth to them, I 
raise and pay for all their needs and likes. I am responsible for every right/wrong decision they 
make. I pay penalties and child care fees. I take them everywhere they need to go. I work feed 
them, cloth them. I raise my kids, I choose our religion until they are of enough to choose for 
themselves. Until then, NO ONE ELSE SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO REQUIRE MY 
KIDS TO TAKE ANY VACCINE WITHOUT MY PERMISSION.  

  

 





I wish  to  express  my strong  opposition  to  Bill  #HB1118, which  seeks  to  eliminate  religious  exemptions  
for  vaccinations  in our  schools. 
First  and foremost,  the  right  to  practice  oneÕs religion  freely  is enshrined  in the  First  Amendment  of  the  
U.S. Constitution . This  includes  the  right  to  make  decisions  based  on oneÕs religious  beliefs  regarding  
the  health  and welfare  of  their  children.  By removing  the  religious  exemption,  this  bill  infringes  upon  
this  fundamental  right,  compelling  individuals  to  act  contrary  to  their  deeply  held  religious  convictions. 
Moreover,  the  diversity  of  beliefs  in our  community  is one of  our  greatest  strengths.  Religious  
exemptions  for  vaccinations  acknowledge  this  diversity  and respect  the  cultural  and spiritual  nuances  
that  guide  many  families.  Eliminating  these  exemptions  could  lead  to  a homogenization  of  thought  and 
practice,  which  goes  against  the  very  principles  of  inclusivity  and pluralism  our  society  champions.  
From  a practical  standpoint,  the  removal  of  religious  exemptions  does  not  guarantee  an increase  in 
vaccination  rates.  Instead,  it  might  push  families  to  seek  alternative  education  options  outside  the  
public  system,  potentially  leading  to  less  oversight  and accountability  over  their  childrenÕs education  
and health.  This  could  inadvertently  increase  public  health  risks  rather  than  mitigate  them,  as these  
children  would  be less  likely  to  be monitored  by school  health  programs. 
Furthermore,  this  legislation  could  set  a precedent  for  further  erosion  of  personal  and parental  rights  
over  medical  decisions.  Health  autonomy  is a critical  aspect  of  personal  liberty  and should  be 
respected  unless  there  is a clear,  overwhelming  public  interest  that  can  be served  no other  way.  In this  
case,  the  current  system  of  exemptions,  combined  with  educational  outreach  and support  for  
vaccination,  has proven  eff ective  for  many  years. 
I also  want  to  stress  that  many  in our  community  who  claim  religious  exemptions  are not  anti-vaccine  
per  se; rather,  they  seek  to  live in accordance  with  their  faith,  which  might  include  a preference  for  
natural  immunity  or  concerns  about  the  ingredients  in vaccines.  A more  inclusive  approach  would  
involve  dialogue  and education,  off ering  alternatives  or  accommodations  where  possible,  rather  than  
outright  bans. 
In closing,  I urge  the  committee  to  reconsider  this  bill.  Instead  of  removing  religious  exemptions,  we 
should  look  for  ways  to  strengthen  our  public  health  initiatives  through  education,  open  dialogue,  and 
respect  for  individual  rights.  This  approach  not  only  respects  constitutional  freedoms  but  also  fosters  a 
community  where  diverse  beliefs  can  coexist  with  public  health  goals. 
Thank  you for  your  attention  and for  considering  this  perspective.



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:38:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Julia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

  

. **Psychosocial Impact**: Mandating vaccines can create anxiety and stress for 
children and families who may feel pressured to comply. This could affect children's 
mental health and their perception of healthcare. 
  
. **Logistical Challenges**: Implementing and enforcing vaccine mandates in schools 
can be logistically complex and resource-intensive. Schools may struggle with 
tracking vaccination status and managing exemptions. 
  
. **Focus on Other Health Issues**: Some argue that schools should focus on broader 
health education and wellness initiatives rather than solely on vaccination. A 
comprehensive approach to health can address various issues students face. 
  
. **Potential for Division**: Vaccine mandates can create divisions within 
communities, pitting vaccinated families against unvaccinated ones. This 
polarization can undermine community cohesion and trust. 
  
. **Unintended Consequences**: Mandating vaccines might lead to unintended 
consequences, such as families choosing to homeschool or seek alternative 
education options rather than comply, which could reduce overall educational 
access. 
  
1**Evolving Science**: The understanding of vaccines and their effectiveness can 
change over time. Mandating certain vaccines could become problematic if new 
evidence arises regarding their efficacy or necessity. 
  
 **Alternative Immunity**: Some argue that natural immunity acquired through 
previous infections can provide adequate protection against certain diseases. 
Mandating vaccines may overlook this perspective. 
  



Long-term Consequences: The long-term societal impact of vaccine mandates is 
uncertain. Decisions made today may have unforeseen consequences for public health 
policies and community relations in the future. 
  
 
  
 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:39:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ganya Raksilapa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

  

  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:40:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Marichris Diga-Lazo Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair:  

I am submitting my opposition against HB1118 as it removes parental rights for their choice on 
whether they want to vaccinate their child or not. It is not the state's choice to make medical 
decisions for a child. Removing religious exemptions goes against our constitutional rights and 
freedoms. Should this bill pass, it will have an impact not only on private schools, but public 
schools especially with enrollment.  

Therefore, I humbly oppose HB 1118.  

Mahalo, 

Marichris 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:41:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brian H Lim Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To the Honorable Members of the Hawaii State Legislature: 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to House Bill 1118. As a concerned parent and 
citizen, I believe this legislation represents an unwarranted intrusion of government authority 
into decisions that properly belong to parents. 

Parental Rights and Family Autonomy 

Throughout our history, both our legal tradition and societal values have recognized that parents, 
not government officials, are best positioned to make decisions regarding the upbringing and 
education of their children. Parents understand the unique needs, values, and circumstances of 
their individual children in ways that no legislative body or government agency can. 

HB1118 undermines this fundamental principle by substituting the judgment of legislators for 
that of parents on matters that should remain within the family sphere. This approach disregards 
the diverse backgrounds, beliefs, and circumstances of Hawaii's families. 

Constitutional Concerns 

This bill potentially infringes upon constitutionally protected liberties, including the right of 
parents to direct the upbringing and education of their children. The U.S. Supreme Court has 
repeatedly recognized the primacy of parental rights in numerous decisions, including Meyer v. 
Nebraska and Pierce v. Society of Sisters. 

One-Size-Fits-All Approach 

Each child is unique, with distinct needs and circumstances. A one-size-fits-all legislative 
mandate fails to account for this diversity and may actually harm children whose situations 
require individualized approaches. Parents, not distant legislators, possess the intimate 
knowledge needed to make these nuanced decisions. 

Call to Action 



I respectfully urge you to vote against HB1118 and instead work to support and empower parents 
in their rightful role as the primary decision-makers for their children. Government should serve 
as a resource for families, not as a replacement for parental judgment. 

Thank you for your consideration of these concerns. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brian H Lim 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:42:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Yana Lins Bonetti Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose the bill.  
I do believe vaccines can be helpful in the control of diseases but I do not trust the pharma 
producing them. We are being exposed to serious toxins in simple things like coughing syrup. I 
also do not agree with the amount of vaccines given at once bombarding our children's immune 
system since child birth. It's abusive to the kids, make parents acts with no empathy causing 
trauma and lack of trust. Besides the fact that I do see a difference in the behavior of overly 
vaccinated kids compared to kids that are not vaccinated or had less vaccinations.  
The trust in the doctors, medical industry, health insurance and pharma must be reestablished so 
we can feel more safe to accept their protocols.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:42:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jamie Liberato Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Schools and or state/us governments should not have a say on what vaccinations my child should 
have. As a PARENT I should make that choice with their doctor to decide what is best for MY 
child. Especially when my child has special needs. Don't be dumb!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:42:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristina De Witt Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I believe each family should be able to make this decision with their doctor to allow their child to 
participate in FAPE. Forcing vaccinations on families is not just. People should be able to choose 
based on their medical and religious beliefs to vaccinate or not.  
  

mahalo.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:44:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

kaiulani Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in opposition of this bill. Kill it! I do not comply or consent to an unauthorized medical 
procedure or vaccine for myself or family members.  Injecting fetal tissues into our bodies is an 
abomination in the sight of Yahuah my Elohiym.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:45:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Harold Teshima Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. You are swore an oath to uphold the constitution and this bill violates 
your oath. You have no right to violate the US constitution or my families religious beliefs.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:45:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alice Mello Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I was raised to believe that my body is a 'temple' and to treat it with the utmost respect. I don't 
drink alcohol, smoke cigarettes or use drugs. Unfortunately after being bullied by my employer 
to get the COVID vaccine, I ended up having chest pain which resulted in an ER visit. A few 
days later, I was diagnosed with shingles. The doctor stated that the vaccine 'probably triggered 
it' (the shingles). Various other medical appointments ensued as a result of chest pain which I 
had never experienced before. After sharing my experience with my co-workers; I was 
terminated from my job without explanation. 

Unfortunately during the pandemic, one family friend received the COVID vaccine and her 
husband passed away from a heart attack within a few days after recieving the vaccine. A 
second friend experienced chest pain and ringing in her ears after receiving the COVID vaccine. 
She committed suicide. 

Years after being vaccinated, I still regret and am still angry that I was bullied to do something 
that I never felt comfortable doing in the first place. I went against my personal and religious 
beliefs to appease my employer and government in general. Both of these entities should have 
absolutely NO say with what I decide is best for myself and my family. 

Unlike putting on and/or taking off a jacket, it is impossible to 'take off' or 'undo' a vaccine. 
Individuals should be FREE to choose what is best for themselves. 

  

  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:45:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roxanne F Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill isn't right & I don't agree with what the state is trying to do!! As a parent we should be 
able to decide what is right for our kids, freely!! No school should be able to give our kids any 
type of shot/vaccines without a parents consent!! So I oppose BILL HB1118!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:48:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Peter Roa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We the people strongly oppose mandatory injections just to get an education. This is clearly 
government overreach. Please vote no on this bill. Mahalo  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:48:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hye Sun Kang Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly opposed this bill.  It is our family's belief that we do not inject anything that is made as 
a result of abortion and all vaccines are made using aborted fetal cells.   Home schooling is not 
an option for us.  If this bill passes, I don't know how we will survive.   We don't deny the access 
to public education based on race, sex, nationality.  How can we deny a kid's right to education 
based on vaccination status? 

You might say, oh we can deny the public education for unvaccinated kids because they can be a 
threat to others.  If the vaccine-preventable disease ever happens at school or the county, our 
family is willing to let our kids stay home until the outbreak is clear, for other children's 
safety.  Also, if you are worried about non-religious people submitting religious exemption just 
to avoid vaccines, why don't we ask them for a paperwork from church or something, instead of 
abolishing the religious exemption itself?  Please oppose this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:50:10 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Zel Kealoha  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

No No No 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:50:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynnelle Callo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 because it takes away our freedom as a Church, and the kids at the schools 
should have the privilege of getting the vaccinations that they need, and this is about helping 
those who are in need whether anyone likes it or not, and anyone who thinks that vaccinations 
regarding Religious freedom should be taken away from some students should think about 
serving those selflessly. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:50:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

K.G. Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I oppose HB1118 in regards to non-medical exemptions to immunization requirements. Children 
should not be subjected to receive immunizations to obtain an education in the State of Hawaii or 
anywhere for that matter. Parents are responsible for the health and well-being of their own 
children and should they object to their children getting immunizations, that is their right. 
Children should also have a say as to what they allow to put into their bodies. Their Body, Their 
Choice! People need to stop pushing their own profit-gaining agendas on the public. Again, I do 
NOT support HB1118. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:50:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristi millar Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear members of council 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to HB1118, which mandates vaccinations for 
children. This bill infringes upon my constitutional rights as a parent and my deeply held 
religious beliefs. Medical decisions, especially those concerning my children, should remain a 
personal and parental choice, not a government mandate. 

  

Forcing individuals to vaccinate disregards the fundamental principles of bodily autonomy and 
informed consent. The Constitution protects my right to make medical decisions for my family 
without coercion or government interference. Additionally, many religious and philosophical 
traditions emphasize the sanctity of individual conscience in matters of health. This bill 
disregards those beliefs and imposes a one-size-fits-all solution that does not account for 
individual faith, medical history, or personal convictions. 

  

Furthermore, the safety and effectiveness of vaccines continue to be a topic of debate. Mandating 
them without acknowledging potential risks or allowing parents to make informed decisions is 
unjust. Medical freedom is a cornerstone of a free society, and it must be preserved. 

  

I urge you to reject HB1118 and protect the rights of parents to make healthcare decisions for 
their children. I also ask that you support policies that respect religious and personal freedoms 
rather than enforce mandates that violate them. 

  

Thank you for your time and consideration. I hope you will stand with parents like me in 
defending our fundamental rights. 

  



Sincerely, 

Kristi Millar  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:50:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mahealani Bernal Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118. Do not remove religious exemptions for vaccinations.  
Mahalo. 

Mahealani Bernal 
  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:50:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Denise  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:51:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sean Waddell Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is unconstitutional.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:51:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Arika kahao Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a mom of 4 3 out of 4 of my children are vaccinated. I chose not to vaccinate my last child 
and it was the best decision I made. I feel like it should be up to the parents to decide if their 
child should be vaccinated or not. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:52:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynn Cummins-Funaki Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE HB 1118!! I believe that parents,  should have the right to choose what goes into the 
bodies of our children. We should have the FREEDOM to choose what goes in our 
bodies!!  Who are you to choose for us!! 

Sincerely 

Lynn 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:52:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keith Matsumura JR Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair, my name is Keith Matsumura JR and I testify in opposition to HB1118. This bill would 
remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations and would limit parent choice and long-
standing religious and personal freedoms. There are specific substances that are placed 
in vaccines and the processes used in the creation of certain vaccines that completely go against 
my personal faith and the faith of my entire household. Two of those household members are 
school aged and this unconstitutional bill would seek to take away my freedom of religion and 
that of my household. This bill is a direct attack on Hawaii's families who make medical 
decisions based on their religion and faith. When you take away religious freedoms, you seek to 
remove the foundations of what America was built on and the people of Hawaii need and deserve 
their religious freedoms. For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Thank you for 
your time and consideration.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:54:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alyssa Santos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am not in support of this HB1118 bill because i have seen first hand what vaccines does to 
children. Vaccines are NOT a one size fits all. My step brother and other family members got 
vaccine injuries that are irreversible. Therefore, my son did not get any vaccines because of the 
research I have done. It is so disappointing that pretty much anything goes in public school but 
we can't use our religious beliefs, why is this getting stripped away from us and our keiki? I will 
never support something like this. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:54:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Young Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill and am not in support of this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:55:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kehaulani matsumoto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. It is my god given right and in the first amendment of the constitution. 
I am a Christian believer and pro life. Forcing these vaccines and taking away religious 
exemption is encroaching on my religious beliefs and values. I strongly oppose HB1118 bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:56:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

James Azevedo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

     Being a US citizen entitles me to My First Amendment rights, and as such, being a human 
being formed in the likeness of my creator I am endowed a right to an indisputable preservation 
of my body as a temple to my God, Elohim. 

     The State of Hawaii under the jurisdiction of the United States Constitution and a righteous 
God that is always true and always for His people is attempting to enact both blasphemy and 
crimes against its people by forcing them to alter their body in a way that neither God nor the 
American government support or encourage. Knowing what we know now about the covid 
vaccines and their Lawless and careless production it would be dangerous to force people to take 
something with such potential mortal consequences. 

  Undoubtedly as a taxpayer I am also concerned for the amount of lawsuits that this bill will 
incur once the Reckless decisions encouraged by this bill bear fruit. Please think about the 
lawsuits and please think about the tax dollars that will be wasted. But most of all please think 
about the children in the hard-working people of Hawaii that are entitled to life, Liberty, the 
pursuit of happiness and a relationship with their God. For those who don't know Him he is just a 
word but for those who do he is The Word and the reason for everything. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:57:48 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dacia Takahashi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Dacia Takahashi and as a vaccine injured citizen, I oppose this bill. I oppose 
removal of any and all rights to choose what is best for myself and children based on my own 
medical research, advisement and religious beliefs.  I reject this bill. 

We the people have spoken.    

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:58:36 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elaine Bogard Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  This bill is unconstitutional.  
As Americans, we are entitled to observe our religious tenets, and to worship and express 
devotion in the manner of our choosing, without government, industry, or medical 
interference or scrutiny. The removal of religious exemptions affects our right to make 
decisions for ourselves and our families. Instead, public health initiatives should focus on 
individuals taking responsibility for their own health outcomes. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:59:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mailah Gonsales Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Mailah Gonsales and I strongly OPPOSE bill HB1118. 

I personally feel that it is our GOD GIVEN RIGHT as parents and legal gaurdians to PROTECT 
our keiki and ourselves from anything that may harm us and our keiki.  

That includes individuals and government systems and mandates! We create these keiki inside of 
us and birth them in ti this world and it is up to us individuals to make educated well researched 
decisions on what is pono for our keiki. 

It is FLAT OUT WRONG to TRY and MANDATE vaccinations for ALL keiki in order for them 
to attend school in the state of Hawaii. 

Not every child is created the SAME! Not every child will react to vaccinations the same!  

Taking away our Religious Rights and what we choose to beleive in as human beings is 
absolutely wrong!  

Please consider all testimonies that OPPOSE this bill and really READ AND HEAR each one. 
Every person's story is different every person's reasons are different for opposing the bill that 
will REMOVE our constitutional rights for a Religious extemption against vaccines. 

There are too many red flags and I along with many others are not comfortable with the 
government telling us we have to inject poison in to our keiki and "hope" the vaccine does what 
"they" said it should.... 

You government officials have let our community down in so many other aspects so many times 
, how can we trust you? How can we trust thr government? It saddens me that these topics are 
even on the table for discussion. 

You are entitled your own personal opinions as individuals as well, but please consider ALL 
welhem making decisions that can and will harm and hurt our community going forward if you 
allow this bill to pass as a law. 



God Bless you all  

Thank you 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:02:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Neeve McGrath  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

As a parent and Hawaii state resident, I vehemently oppose HB1118. Removing the religious or 
philosophical right to not vaccinate our children is unconstitutional and goes against our right to 
body autonomy, and freedom of religion. Our children have a right to a public education 
regardless of our religious beliefs. Individual religious beliefs are vastly different from family to 
family and do not require scrutiny from the state government. My tax dollars pay for many 
things and education is one of them! Vaccines come with many injuries and side effects and that 
is why there is a National Vaccine injury Compensation Fund! If you've never heard of it, please 
educate yourself. Thousands of children are injured each year! We have the right to decide what 
goes on our children's bodies! Please do NOT let this bill pass!! 

Mahalo! 

Neeve McGrath  

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:04:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stacey Lopez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Stacey Lopez and I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vacinations, limiting parental choice 
and long standing personal and religious freedom. As a parent this bill would adversly affect my 
family as we would have to remove our child from school and force us to move out of state in 
order to seek a state that that protcts religious freedom. My husband and I where born and raised 
in Hawaii and do not want to leave our beloved island home but will do so if it means standing 
up for our religious freedoms. 

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. Wjile public health is important, policies should 
respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. 

for these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB118. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Stacey Lopez 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:05:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Soares Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Representatives, 

I am writing to express my strong concern and opposition to bill HB1118. I was born and raised 
on the island of Hawaii. There was never an issue about vaccines until politicians wanted to 
focus on it. The focus has not been on education but on forced vaccinations. This bill will force 
anyone wanting to go to school to be vaccinated. Think about that. A basic normal part of life 
being stripped away!! 

My concern is that this directly goes againt my religious freedoms that are in the Constitution. 
This is not right. For anyone to tell me that I can not or I must do something takes away my 
freedom. I live in the United States of America, the land if the free, not China. My rights 
should not be taken away for any reason.  
  

I believe in treating my body as a temple. I choose to use natural remedies. I choose to eat food 
that is organic. I choose to stay away from man made medicines and use what God has created. I 
believe God provided and continues to provide everything I need. God did not create vaccines. I 
choose not to be injected with vaccines. This is my choice. 

Please do not take away my choice to practice what the bible tells me. This is my my right and 
my freedom, as it is everyones.  
  

This is not about weighing out the pros and cons of a "what-if" outbreak of a virus or disease due 
to me choosing not to be vaccinated. This is about taking away my freedom of religion and my 
rights.  
  

There might be people who choose not to get vaccinated because they think vaccines are "bad." 
Thats their choice. I think educating them about why they are good would be the way to go. My 
standpoint stays the same either way. My God, our God, can and will heal me. If it is Gods will, 
it will be done. No law will change my beliefs. No mandate for vaccinations will force me to go 
against his word.  
  



I know many people who whole heartedly and sincerely believe that taking vaccines go against 
our beliefs. 

Please take this into consideration and oppose this bill. 

  

Thank you, 

  

Jennifer Soares 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:09:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joey Mori Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Let the parents decide what is best for our own children. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:11:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cheryl Gibby Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. For our family, this means that all 3 of 
our children would not be eligible to be educated in Hawaii. (Both of my sons are straight A 
students in private school. Our daughter is in public elementary school where she has access to 
additional programs that she needs.) 

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Please do not make Hawaii families choose between their faith 
and accessing education. 

With a doctorate in a health science research field, I am confident that I can make the appropriate 
vaccine decisions for my own children, based on my beliefs, while taking into consideration 
public health and safety. 

I strongly testify in opposition to HB1118. 

Mahalo  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:11:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joshua Lau Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom this may concern, 

I oppose this bill 1118 as it's a violation of our constitutional right. The government has no right 
to take away how we exercise our religious practices.  
  

thank you  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:14:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roxanne Earwood  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

There are two major barriers instituted to protect American citizens from government overreach. 
One is the Constitution and the other is the Church. It is unconstitutional to require mandatory 
vaccination because it violates an individual's civil rights. Additionally, the government must not 
meddle in the affairs of the Church. American citizens have religious freedoms, both within the 
Church body and as individuals. To remove religious exemptions is to remove the very 
foundation of the United States of America. These Constitutional and religious freedoms are 
sacrosanct in America. "Any law repugnant to the Constitution is null and void!" The Supreme 
Court will ultimately strike down any law passed by the Hawaiian legislature that ignores or 
removes Constitutional and religious freedoms. HB1118 is unconstitutional on its face. Oppose! 
[Also, be aware of what is going on in the rest of our country. Religious exemptions that were 
violated during the "pandemic" by schools, colleges, universities, the military, and corporations 
have been upheld in the courts and restitution has been required. Meanwhile, modern studies 
show that the lack of adequate and transparent safety testing has resulted in vaccines which are 
neither safe nor effective for the general public. People have the right to say no to such 
irresponsible products.] 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:15:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Olivia Filoteo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is illegal and each individual should have say of their own lives! Just because you believe in 
it doesn't mean you force your beliefs on us! I strongly oppose this bill, it is hewa!  

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:17:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Prisma Brewer Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As your constituent, I do not consent to removing religious exemptions for school children. 
Please vote to oppose HB1118. 

 





 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:18:51 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Judy lapuebla Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

 
 
 
 
I strongly oppose this bill. Vaccines should never be mandated, especially when it comes to our 
most vulnerable keiki. There is mounting evidence from various studies linking vaccines to 
serious adverse effects, including myocarditis, ADHD, autism, and even death. According to the 
Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS), thousands of cases have been reported as a 
result of vaccinations, and it is widely acknowledged that only about 1% of incidents are ever 
reported. 
 
Additionally, vaccine manufacturers are shielded from liability, as they are immune to lawsuits 
related to vaccine injuries. This lack of accountability is deeply concerning. Furthermore, the 
government has already paid nearly $5 billion to victims of vaccine injuries through the National 
Vaccine Injury Compensation Program. These funds should not be sourced from taxpayers but 
from the pharmaceutical companies that create these vaccines. 
 
In addition, doctors receive exorbitant bonuses when they vaccinate kids, which is 
outrageous!  No wonder they push for vaccines. 
 
We must prioritize individual choice and responsibility over forced mandates, particularly when 
it comes to the health and safety of our children. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:19:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kainoa Wilson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I am OPPOSING this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:21:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

J Miles Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose this bill and stop trying to take away people's rights to their religious beliefs and 
decisions for their bodies.  You proclaim to be all about "my body my choice" when it comes to 
ending babies lives or mutilating minors, but when it comes to people's strongly held beliefs in 
rejecting substances they believe are not acceptable for their body, you are trying to deny them 
that right.  When making decisions such as this, in this case regarding whether or not to imject a 
substance into thier body, a religious person will go deep into prayer asking their creator for 
guidance as to what is the right choice.  You have no right to deny someone's deeply held belief 
and guidance as to what decisions they make. 

When I checked, this bill had 1,497 pages of testimony submitted. A word check showed the 
word "support" was used 358 times. The word "oppose" was used 1,897 times. (Over four times 
as many instances of "oppose")  Yet, you passed it through.  

This attepmt to force everyone to take every vaccine product, falsely assumes all vaccines are 
safe and effective, which sadly we are seeing they are NOT.  There should be no forcing of new 
products that were not adequately tested and were rushed to market, and have now shown to 
have serious adverse reactions and deaths, or products that contain substances that are 
objectionable to religious people.   

You are showing that you are not listening to your constituents, but rather following an agenda to 
force your beliefs on everyone and deny people their rights to follow their religious beliefs and 
guidance regarding what they want to do or not do to their bodies.  

I urge you not to continue to try to pass this bill, and to respect the religious freedom we are 
supposed to be guaranteed as Americans.  

Thank you.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:21:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dave Beers Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I most strongly OPPOSE HB1118 HD1 RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO 
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS. As a concerned citizen who has bona fide religious 
tenants and practices that could lead me to object to mandatory immunization, the language of 
this bill seems to be in direct conflict with fundamental rights established in the 2nd amendment 
of our U.S. Constitution. Phasing out future religious exemption for anyone not currently exempt 
would coerce those who have bono fide religious tenants and practices that might object to a 
mandatory immunzation to compromise their beliefs so that they can receive the education 
benefit that their mandatory tax dollars have funded. Or not give into the coercion, and forego 
the benefit, and separately pay for alternative education. 

This proposed HB1118 is a terrible trampling on fundamental rights of Hawaiian citizens. Please 
do the right thing and not pass HB1118.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:22:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
June Kawamura Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

I adamantly oppose HB1118 which will take away parental right to make medical decisions for 
their children whether be it religious or otherwise. I have friends who have children that had 
adverse reactions to vaccine which has caused lifelong injury to their children. Government 
should not take away parental rights.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:23:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sarah Tiritas Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

this is against our first amendment rights.   

The government should not have a say in my or my children's personal health care. 

we as the people should have a right to choose what we put in our and our children's bodies. 

i oppose this bill. 

  

  

  

 











HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:25:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Johanna Anagaran  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a concerned resident and parent of two young children, I strongly oppose HB1118. 

It is the constitutional duty of the State of Hawai'i to allow parents and students the freedom to 
choose whether or not to have all the vaccines, some of them, or none of them- according to their 
conscience and/or religious belief. We should allow for the diversity of beliefs regarding what 
we as parents deem safe to put in the bodies of our own and our own children. 

It is further my opinion that there should be no mandates for medical produts - in particular in 
which producing companies take no liability for any adverse effects. From my humble 
understanding, there is not enough data from the CDC or other highly peer-reviewed literature 
journals/experts in the scientific community that proves that vaccines (like e.g. pertussis) can 
avoid infection and transmission. Consequently, most of them do not reduce circulation of the 
disease or insert any herd immunity. Most of the American People and the People of Hawai'i do 
not know this. Quite suprisingly, some date shows that people who do get vaccinated might be 
more contagious and spead a-symptomatically in their work environments or schools thereof 
posing a risk to others. I am not requesting that vaccines should be prohibited, but demand that 
they should be used responsible with informed consent on an individual case-to-case basis and be 
a free choice of personal protection for indiviudals that desire them, not be forced upon 
individuals that do not. I do want to appeal to common sense, which would be in my eyes to 
rather invest in eduation to let individuals make informed choices for themselves rather than 
spending 2-3 millions on bulk vaccine buys. I would also very much welcome other health 
measured to improve our public health in our communities that prevent spreading of disease, 
such as biodegradable soap in public bathrooms. Even in the Covid Pandemic where the 
significance of handwashing got highlighted majorly in schools to prevent disease spreading - no 
money got allocated for public safety and threat reduction by putting soap into these bathrooms. I 
do believe your intention with this bill is to protect people and keep them safe from disease and 
fataliies. Please do consider that the leading cause of death in Hawai'i is heart disease, however, 
we do not mandate at risk indiviudals to take common heart disease medications (like ACE 
inhibitors, Beta blockers, calcium channel blockers or others), nor do we mandate for them to 
exercise more or change their diet. 

I want to thank you very much for your time reading my repsone and kindly ask you as are our 
elected representatives to take a stance and oppose this bill and keep Hawai'i a diversified and 
free State. Mahalo! 



 











HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:26:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

ronelle Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose hb1118  

This bill does not benefit the people of Hawai'i. This bill removes inalienable rights from the 
people of this land.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:26:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alana Pave Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

CHOICE! It should be a choice!!!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:27:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hoku Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We should have a choice not the government to choose for us.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:27:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jade Rego Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please don't pass this law. Children do not need all their vaccines.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:28:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sharon Grigore Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha to all. I appreciate you taking the time to read over our testimonies.  
  

I am a mother to a 12 year old daughter. She is an active student and competitive swimmer in our 
community. We are an example of a family who opposes vaccines due to truly held religious 
beliefs. If this bill gets passed, you are forcing hardship on a child that doesn't deserve it. We will 
have to homeschool or move out of state due to decision that truly shouldn't be yours to make. 
Leave body autonomy decisions out of the government's hands please.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:29:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

micah Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I oppose this bill. I believe it is our God-given right to able to choose what we believe is 
right for our children according to our religious beliefs..  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:30:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eliana Redona Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Eliana Redona, a member of Inspire Church Kapolei. I identify as a practicing 
Christian. In my faith, we are told that our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit as referenced in 
the bible (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). This pertains to anything regarding my body, and body alone. 
Being that we are able to feel convicted about certain decisions or medications we allow into our 
body, I would like to oppose HB1118. This bill will ultimately take away our religious freedoms 
and liberties, while forcing parents to ultimately make the hard decision regarding our childs 
education. As a parent of 3 young children (two of them being students at Kapolei Elementary 
School), this bill would make education opportunities harder to come by. I wouldn't even be able 
to enroll my children into a private institution either, because those would also be covered by this 
bill. 

Being that the state of Hawai'i is already too expensive to live in, it requires most families to 
have both parents in the household working. With this bill, it would force more families into 
deeper stress and anxiety having to take drastic cuts in income to stay home and homeschool our 
children. I for one, am starting school in the next upcoming weeks to become a Medical 
Assistant because being a stay at home parent is taking a major toll on our family financially. If 
this bill were to pass, I would be forced to continue to stay home with our children and continue 
to face more financial hardship. Also, homeschool is not free, let alone cheap. The cost of 
groceries would increase, the cost of books and education supplies would add up, and we 
wouldn't be able to afford to buy each of our children computers to ensure they have the greatest 
success in their education. 

Instead of doing something so drastic, maybe we can come up with a solution that would 
ultimately lead to less extreme measures such as parents keeping their children home from 
school when they're sick, which seems to work better for parents. It's better to have parents take 
off from work for a day or two to care for their sick children, than to loose a whole income due 
to this unfair, inconsiderate bill. 

Please understand that this is the stance of most of the people of our faith, or even those of no 
faith who simply don't want to put their bodies through the hassle of medication that has proven 
in many cases to have harsh side effects, and life-long issues. Again, my name is Eliana Redona, 
and I am in complete opposition of HB1118. Thank you so much for hearing my short testimony, 



and I hope this state continues to be one that protects our bodily autonomy, and religious 
freedoms. 

Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:30:43 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kekoa masutani Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am 100% against this bill. It is our legal right as citizens to choose what medical treatments that 
we receive or our children.  
My father in law passed away after receiving the Covid 19 vaccine that was required by the state. 
My son started taking the "required to attend school vaccines" around 1 year old and had an 
allergic reaction.  
If something were to happen to my son, it would be just checked off as a vaccine injury or god 
for bid death. There would be no accountability from the state.  
i am again against this bill and everything it stands for. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:31:23 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

tiffany nguyen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I would like to oppose the bill that takes away personal and religious exemptions of 
vaccination.  I want my children to have a choice in whether they want to be be vaccinated or 
not.  They should not be mandated to be vaccinated for school or work purposes.   Please remove 
the Bill HB1118 from legislation.   Thank you.    

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:33:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because it is discriminating against my religious rights.  I as a parent have an 
obligation to stand up for my child and our future children.  Thank you  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:33:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tiana Brede Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please note this submission as my opposition for this bill HB1118. Religious exemptions for 
vaccines should be allowed for all. This restriction (hb1118) would conflict with the first 
amendment in our constitution for the right to religious freedom. By no longer allowing religious 
exemptions for vaccines, this is essentially telling someone they no longer have their right to 
religious freedom. Parents should have the ability to choose what is best for their religion and 
child.  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:34:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maaza Christos Mekuria Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, and Committee Members: 

"The most compassionate approach that balances the risks and benefits of reaching herd 
immunity, is to allow those who are at minimal risk of death to live their lives normally to build 
up immunity to the virus through natural infection, while better protecting those who are at 
highest risk. We call this Focused Protection. "  From The Great Barriington Declaration 
accessed at https://gbdeclaration.org on Feb. 19, 2025  

I am deeply disturbed that our Hawaii Health Department and Governor Joshua Green have no 
idea about how to get to Herd-Immunity without harming the public! 

The proverb that i learned as a child comes to mind when reading this legislation, "For a person 
who has only only a hammer, everything is a nail!" Yes, the Governor is an "MD" and partly that 
could just be his problem, he has one tool and it seems to me it is the needle! He is only satisfied 
by sticking his needle in everyone's arms regardless of the situation to feel he has done 
something for the benefit to the individual he is targeting! This is not only wrong but is 
unscientific and foolish! The claim to have only "medical Exemption" which the government 
seems to have control over by the threat of license revocation on the medical doctors is a real 
power mongering as everyone who in Hawaii who stood against the mass vaccination regardless 
of the outcome was dismissed yet we have COVID still running back and forth because of lack 
of Herd Immunity!  The Public Health Experts who The public health impact of the total 
shutdown that harmed thousands of lives and especially the poor and the most vulnerable! Please 
read https://gbdeclaration.org from the most respected public health experts who spoke in August 
, 2020 to keep the country safe, and healthy and propsperous in body, mind and spirit. Yet there 
was no one listening but to the big-pharma-agents! Please reject this power play by 
Pharmaceutical companies and their cronies that may inspire Governor Green more than the real 
science and move this elected Governor to pushing an injection on all of Hawaiians, especially 
on those most vulnerable children. My brother's family has two boys damaged by Autism in 
America, the vaccines hurt more minorities (i am african american) than others and more boys 
are harmed than gilrs , Please listen to the cry of peolpe and don't let big-pharma get exemptions 
and more funding to harm children and adults! My bropther and his kids lives are never be the 
easy and the same as my childhood, while I being born in Africa was one of ten and none of us 
have any autism even though I am number nine born very late in my parents life and no sign of 
this affliction in our genetic background! Why have 20 or more vaccines before the age of one 
year old! Due to my past exeperience, I refused the COVID vaccine and I am more healthier and 



safer than many of my friends and colleagues at work who call in sick for repiratorial challenges 
and cold related sysmptoms as they were coarced to take vaccines, since the Natural Immunity 
that I acquired appears to be more wholesome in combating COVID than the "injection"! Please 
read again the Great Barringtron Declaration at https://gbdeclaration.org to find what the NHI 
and CDC got wrong with respect to COVID and caused many other ailments to increase (cancer, 
heart attack, and many other diseasess have increase in every control group since the 
introduction of mass COVID vaccines!) The VAERS data at https://vaers.hhs.gov on what havoc 
vaccines have since done. And now the respected Governor , who was the leutenant at the time 
of the COVID dilemma, would even more power to perform something that could harm even 
more people in Hawaii Nei! 

May Righteousness and not Terror Reign in Hawaii Nei! 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:36:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelsea Hoff Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It is my deeply held religious belief that prevents me from vaccinating my children. It is a vital 
religious freedom to allow parents the right to make these important decisions for our children.  

 





Sincerely, 

  

Tina D. Maui 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:38:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jason Homestead Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This Bill is unconstitutional and impinges on our First Ammendment rights. There is no health 
emergency to call for such draconian laws. The system currently in place has worked and will 
continue to work. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:38:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Chasity Kekahuna-

Kalamau  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I BELIEVE IT SHOULD BE A CHOICE!!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:39:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

kim santos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill raises constitutional questions. Religious exemptions should always be allowed. Seems 
this did not go through the proper process up to this point. This undermines the authority of the 
parents and their right to religion and to raise their children according to their beliefs. Please care 
about Hawaiis children and vote no.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:39:43 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Philip Barba  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposed. Please protect my constitutional rights.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:40:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mele Kalama-Kingma Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

As a Native Hawaiian, my child's health care is my kuleana, not the government. Our firmly held 
religious beliefs and cultural practices prohibit us from trusting in western medicine without 
questioning. While we have given our keiki certain vaccines, it is our religious belief that Ke 
Akua directs us how. We do not take orders from doctors that do not understand our approach to 
health and healing. We also do not take lightly the very real risks that come with foreign 
disease.  We are not irresponsible to others, but are very connected to the Source in which we 
must move accordingly to Ke Akuas plan, and not the vaccine schedule of a billion dollar 
corporate industry. This is our religious belief: We are the healers of our own keiki and will 
listen to Ke Akua solely. Mahalo!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:40:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gioia  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom this may concern, 
I Don't agree with this Bill because kids have rights to their bodies, and they can be injured by 
jabs/vaccines.This is discrimination and it's not okay why even come up with a bill like this 
people have kids with medical and religious reason why they don't take the jab/vaccines also 
people died from the jab/vaccines so why make it mandatory. I seen interviews of parents notice 
after their child had taken a vaccine they were not the same and it can really damage a child. Our 
children are all still developing and growing. We have choices with our children this bill will not 
solve anything. being required to take such a jab or any sort of vaccines should not even be up to 
the government it's up to us as parents we protect our children.  
To think politicians children if you have children and they were being required to take something 
you don't even know what's in it and your child had a medical condition so they couldn't take 
whatever it was you would be okay with that ? And force them to take even though think about 
that! You would be okay if your child got injured by a vaccine?  
put yourselves in our shoes and stop thinking about making dumb bills that will not solve any 
situations unless it's to make money that's all you Pilauticians think about.  
Get it through your guys heads you will not control we the people and we the people's children. 
You pilauticians need to leave our children alone!!!! 
Take this BILL AWAY !!!!  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:40:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joni Kamiya Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha chair and committee members,  

I am asking you to support the removal of religious exemptions from childhood immunizations. 
As we are seeing across our nation, once eradicated diseases like measles is making a comeback 
thanks to disinformation campaigns on the social media. Our nation was declared measles-free 
25 years ago and that is no longer the case.  
  

As leaders of our state, you have an utmost responsibility to our communities to review the 
evidence and listen to the experts in medicine to make decisions for the best interest of all. Yes, 
the pleading cries of mothers are hard to ignore but you must realize that they are relying upon 
unfounded information to stir up emotions in you as leaders. Reviewing the evidence is what 
your responsibility is first and foremost and guide people with that evidence.  
  

As we have seen in Samoa, a low vaccination rate led to so many deaths and suffering. It 
ultimately led to a mass vaccination campaign that protects the most vulnerable.  
  

Hawaii can easily become overwhelmed with preventable diseases if we don't take this critical 
step towards protecting our keiki with the passage of this law. Do you want to see kids suffering 
with measles and other sequela from avoiding vaccines?  
  

we cannot rely upon emotional cries against this bill but need fact based information to protect 
everyone, including so many others with compromised immune systems.  
  

Protect our keiki now and future generations to have healthy and productive lives by passing this 
bill.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:42:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dalton Drake Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Its as simple as not allowing the state to take away our constitutional rights. We can decide with 
our own research and guidance from medical professionals NOT POLITICIANS if our children 
or anyone must get a vaccine. I encourage politicians to do their own research and look up the 
cases or children being disabled and then dying at very young age due to negative symptoms of 
vaccinations they they are told they need! Have a heart!  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:43:18 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joseph Kawika Marasco Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly Oppose! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:43:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elena Brown Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Everyone should have the right to choose their best course of medical treatment with 
recommendations from their physicians. We the citizens should not be required by law to be 
vaccinated. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:43:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jacquelyn Born  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118. Hawaiians see entitled to1st amendment religious freedom. There is 
no health emergency and current established RE system has been working fine. Government 
needs to stop acting like California and listen to the Hawaiian people.  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:44:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaylana Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I go against these vaccines because there is NO facts that these vaccines can benefit to my child's 
health.  

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:48:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is taking away our rights as parents and as Humans. We all have a right to choose what 
we want or don't want. Especially when it comes to our children. Taking away the right to go to 
school because our state makes a decision that it is mandatory for OUR children to get 
vaccinated is unbelievable and unacceptable. Parents know the risk they are taking when they 
choose to not vaccinate, same goes with the one who choose to vaccinate. It's not up to the state 
or the government to make that choice for us. If you pass this bill I promise you will have no 
kids in public school anymore. The schools will be shut down because you all wanted to make a 
choice that wasn't yours to make. You guys so busy worrying about mandating vaccines, what 
about affordable healthcare? Affordable housing? The homeless problem we having going on in 
Hawaii? This is a pointless bill and our governor sure has shown he's not focused on helping the 
Kanaka Maoli of Hawaii. Not in anyway ! Do not pass this bill for the future of our children !  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:49:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristie Suan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, 

My name is Kristie Suan, and I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. As a Christian parent, I strongly believe no 
one should make decisions for my child as to what types of vaccinations she should get. This bill 
goes against our 1st ammendment rights set forth by our forefathers.  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. 

For these reasong, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:50:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tiana Laranio Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

STRONGLY OPPOSE THIS BILL PLEASE  

MAHALO NUI LOA   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:53:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roy Naki Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:53:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tracy Gillard Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  With all the people opposing this bill, you are still pushing it through.  Each 
individual has the right to their religion beliefs.  It is not the goverments right to tell the 
individuals that their religion beliefs are no longer valid.  You are oversteping.  It's a parents 
right to decide if they want to put that poison in their kids or not. This bill should be killed.   

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:54:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Enriquez Tangaro Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Everyone should have a choice  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:54:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Drew Farr Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please do not pass this bill, this restricts our (parents) freedom of choice.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:54:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rita Scanlan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please do not take away my right to practice my religion. My body my choice is something 
everyone believes in. As mothers we also have to make choices for our children. These vaccine 
have  a myriad of toxic ingredients. They should not be forced upon for a child to attend school 
either public or private. My child getting their vaccine does not protect other children from 
getting something like the meassels. We were all fooled when the Covid vaccine came out and 
the news Rachel Maddow said that the spread of the disease stops with every vaccination that 
turn out to be a lie. I work in healthcare and have heard the senario one too many times "I'm 
vaccinated and boosted all boosters" and still positive Covid. So tell me how vaccines stop 
people from getting the disease and spreading it? Same with all the other vaccines. And tell me 
when was the last time someone died from diarriah??? And let me know why the rotoviurs 
vaccine exists. In my religion we believe our bodies are a temple and as such we are to treat it 
that way by not poisoning it with unnecessary things. Again please do not take away our 
religious freedom to choices for our bodies.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:55:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alberta Lono  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118. This takes away my religious freedom.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:56:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Saori Masutani Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Saori Masutani am against this bill requiring vaccinations for my child to attend schools in 
Hawaii. My son is 2 years old and will be attending preschool 2025-2026. He currently has a 
religious exemption to attend school but according to this bill, we are 1 year too late.  
The state already required Covid vaccines that hurt and killed many people. There was no 
accountability for the loved ones who passed.  
it should be our right at citizens of the United States to choose what medical treatments we have 
administered to us and our children. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:57:04 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Timothy Farr Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please do not pass this bill. You will be removing our freedom. If you want to save our children, 
you will not pass this bill. 

 









HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:58:06 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Richard Hoapili  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose to bill HB 1118 This bill goes against our constitutional rights 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:59:02 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rita Wong Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB 1118.  This bill is so wrong!  It is constituents basic rights you are taking 
away if you vote in favor of this bill and taking away the rights of our keiki to go to 
school.  What is the benefit of removing this exemption & who does it serve?  Many many 
children have grown up perfectly healthy without vaccines and many others have been injured by 
vaccines.  Leaving the decision up to the parents, their doctors and their clergy is where it should 
remain. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 9:59:04 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jerusha Lopes Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I believe the parents should have the option to vaccinate their kids, it shouldn't be a requirement 
to attend school. School is a place of learning, and everyone should have an equal opportunity 
whether vaccinated or not. My son isn't vaccinated and I believe we chose correct for him. If in 
the future when he becomes an adult, he can choose whether or not to be vaccinated. But it 
shouldn't be forced on him just to get a higher education. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:01:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ally Hehn Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is overstepping its boundaries and in now way helps to protect people. It takes away our 
rights as Americans to have a choice for our children and coerces us to allow the government to 
make health choices for our own children. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:01:36 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marlee Kamakaala-Miller  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:02:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Lindsey Noelle 

Magallanes Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, 

My name is Lindsey Magallanes, and I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, taking away parental 
choice and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. As a Christian, follower of Jesus 
Christ, I feel that this bill infringes on my right to worship my God how the constitution intended 
to withhold for US citizens. I am a parent of a school-aged teenager and I am also a school 
teacher. The state should not take away our religious freedoms at any point. This is overstepping 
our rights. My son does not do well with vaccines. He has had seizure-like episodic events after 
vaccines. He does not focus well in school and has never been the same. Please protect our 
constitutional rights!! 

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Lindsey Magallanes 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:04:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ariel Kwon Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I am writing to let you know that I strongly oppose this bill. Everyone has the right to medical 
freedom. What you are considering right now is absolutely insanity! It is immoral, unethical, and 
ILLEGAL!   
  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:04:54 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lauren Hironaka Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I believe that all parents have a right to choose which vaccines they would like to administer to 
their children and which ones they may not. Reasons could vary by vaccine given any persons 
religious views. Whether they choose to be exempt from all or just some, a parent has the right to 
choose which is best for their own child or children.  It is unconstitutional to force and not give 
citizens the right to choose.  
  

Moreover, those who are vaccinated are protected against those who are not. It is the assumed 
risk of the parents who choose not to vaccinate, however, it is their choice and they accept 
responsibility for their choosing based on religious rights. 

If our government pushes for women's reproductive rights, how is this any different? I humbly 
ask to have each family decide what is right for their respective families. Thank you for taking 
the time to read this and I hope you can reconsider.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:05:10 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chad DeMello Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

  

Subject: Opposition to HB1118 -Protect Religious and Constitutional Rights 

 ALCON, 

  

I am writing to express my strong opposition to HB1118, which mandates vaccines for children 
in schools. While I recognize the importance of public health, this bill directly infringes upon 
fundamental religious freedoms and constitutional rights that must be protected. 

  

First, the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution guarantees the free exercise of religion. For 
many families, vaccination decisions are deeply tied to religious beliefs, and forcing compliance 
disregards these sincerely held convictions. The government should not compel individuals to 
violate their faith in order for their children to access education. 

  

Second, this bill raises significant constitutional concerns regarding personal liberty and parental 
rights. The Supreme Court has long upheld that parents have the primary authority in making 
medical decisions for their children. HB1118 undermines this principle by imposing a one-size-
fits-all mandate that disregards individual circumstances and medical autonomy. 

  

Public health policies should respect both science and individual rights. Rather than imposing 
mandates, policymakers should support informed consent, medical and religious exemptions, and 
parental choice in healthcare decisions. 

  



I urge you to oppose HB1118 and uphold the constitutional and religious freedoms that are 
foundational to our country. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

Chad DeMello 

  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:05:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kinohi Kelly-Paleka Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is not right the parents should have complete say on what shot their keiki will take so i 
opposing this bill. Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:06:42 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lionel Delos Santos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha , i oppose this bill because its to much one time with harderly impovement in hawaii 
beside raise taxes and other making vaccine mandate kids to get vaccine or they cannot go to 
school.what kine of bill law was that? they should doge investgete state to see why so much. 

thank you 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:07:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

SHEENA DEMELLO Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to strongly oppose HB118 as it violates constitutional rights and religious freedom. 
The government should not compel individuals to violate their faith in order for their children to 
access education. This bill also raises significant constitutional concerns regarding personal 
liberty and parental rights. Parents have the primary authority in making medical decisions for 
their children. HB1118 underminds this principle by imposing a one size fits all mandate that 
disregards individual circumstances and medical autonomy. I urge you to uphold the constitution 
and religious freedoms that are foundational to our country. Thank you. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:07:48 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Siari Nakila-Sunderlin Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill due to not allowing my kids to take vaccines that they can be allergic to or have 
a bad reaction.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:08:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ashley Kahiapo  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

 
As a mother of three since 2012 it has been a conscious decision to opt out of immunizations for 
my  children due to and through the commitment of our religion. It goes against our beliefs and 
values. It is within our custom that we rely on divine protection for our health and furthermore 
violates our right of choice and confidentiality between us and our care provider. To mandate 
vaccinations for entry into schools would be forcing and corersing many Americans into making 
a decision that lacks informed consent. It is not in our belief to take vaccinations therefore we 
would be forced to do something we would not normally do which is coercion and also not 
ethical. Vaccinations require informed consent and by mandating vaccinations  that would 
violate the choice of recieving vaccinations due to it not being voluntary.  

You shall serve the Lord your God, and he will bless your bread and your water, and I will take 
sickness away from among you Exodus 23:25  

JOB 12:10 In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:08:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Denise Sherman  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose of HN1118 - Taking away of religious rights is unconstitutional. Who made our 
government GOD! We only have 1 God and it's not our Governor, LT Governor nor anyone who 
supports this bill! I humbling ask everyone to OPPOSE this bill. Protect our rights to choose 
what is best for body, mine and soul!  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:10:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Skye Kanakaole Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Unavailable, not for it!  

 



https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/establishment_clause
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/free_exercise_clause
https://www.law.cornell.edu/anncon/html/amdt1bfrag1_user.html#amdt1b_hd2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/anncon/html/amdt1efrag7_user.html#amdt1e_hd17


HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:11:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melvin201181@live.com Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Unconstitutional. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:14:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelly Voyer Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please respect 1st amendment religious freedoms of Hawaii. There are no current health 
emergencies requiring such draconian and unconstitutional measures. The current system in 
place with current RE to keep unved kids home in the case of an outbreak is working and has for 
years. 

Truthfully, I believe that not only is this a detriment to the 1st amendment rights of our families 
but if not preserved- I believe that this will be a huge disservice to our school system in lost 
dollars and the many hours of community service that these families ultimately give. I worry for 
the segment of children that may be removed who go to school to feel safe or to fill their bellies. 
I worry for the children whose support system will mean well but will ultimately need to choose 
to go to work vs homeschooling.  

This is not the time to divide our islands more. Let the children learn. Let the already successful 
processes  that were no doubt painstakingly developed continue as is.  

 





https://www.cbsnews.com/news/family-to-receive-15m-plus-in-first-ever-vaccine-autism-court-award/


HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:16:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mattlene Iokia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE HB1118. 

This bill will effect my right and our communities right for freedom of religion! It will be 
breaking our 1st amendment. I will not let our governor/government decide for my Ohana!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:16:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dezha George Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose the bill requiring vaccinations for school-aged children, as it undermines both religious 
freedom and parental choice. Parents should have the right to make medical decisions for their 
children based on personal beliefs and values.  This bill disregards the importance of these 
freedoms and imposes a one-size-fits-all approach to healthcare, limiting the ability of families to 
make choices that align with their convictions.   I find it very important to safeguard our rights as 
individuals and parents if we want to preserve a society that values and respects religion and 
freedom of choice.   

  

As a homegrown Christian educator who has served the families and students of our community 
for 15 years as a teacher in the DOE, to be rejected to have the opportunity to send my child to 
the very place I have served and poured into because of my beliefs is truly sad and if we truly 
cared about the next generation, we would not create additional barriers to ensuring that all 
children have access to quaity education. 

  

While I hear the rationale behind protecting medically fragile children, many who I have also 
served and worked with, my hope is that we would be to find another alternative without 
stripping religious freedom and personal choice. Advocates of this bill and those who are 
opposing the bill are not against each other, we are two sides of the same coin - both with the 
desire to protect our children.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:18:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
William Lile Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 as an individual citizen. This violates constitutional rights to freedom of 
religion. This is not about vaccinations, but an undermining of our constitutional rights. It feeds 
on fear under the guise of "public safety." This is a violation of the constitution. 

I firmly oppose HB1118. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:18:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ernest Tomita Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposed to HB 1118 as it removes religious exemptions from vaccine mandates and 
threatens those who have the exemptions to randomly have it removed as well.  Or, perhaps 
include the grandfather clause as a significant part of the bill so that those who have the 
exemption not having to worry that it can be removed at anytime. Mahalo 

have it removed as well.  Or, at the very least, firmly recognize and include the grandfather 
clause  through high school.  Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:18:47 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kylie Alcos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I highly oppose this disgusting bill I don't know how or what gives you dirty politicians and an 
evil government the right to get involved in the lives of us we the people you have no rights to 
tell force this killing vaccine or any other onto kids or anyone else.   I oppose this crappy bill and 
I pray and rebuke this.    

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:19:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mahie Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony in Opposition to HB1118: 

Aloha Chair and Members of the Committee, 

I strongly oppose HB1118, which removes religious exemptions for vaccinations. This bill 
infringes on religious freedom and parental rights, forcing families to choose between their 
beliefs and their childrens education. Hawaii should uphold inclusivity and respect diverse 
choices. Please oppose HB1118. 

Mahalo for your time. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:19:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Darren Holbrook Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I urge you to not pass this bill as writen. If a family has beliefs and is proven that they follow 
those beliefs then they shoul not be forced to recieve a vacanation. If we support a womans right 
to abortaion becasue it is her body then the same should apply too anyone's body. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:21:18 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

kimberly jones  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this Bill HB1118 

because  it is my God given right as a parent to make decisions on behalf of my children in 
regards to their health and as a family we have the right to our religious beliefs.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:21:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Angel Morgan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Respectfully, I do not believe in putting complete trust in others when it comes to my children's 
physical, mental, and emotional wellbeing. I believe that it is my job as their mother to research 
on my own and do my very best to make the best decisions for them. Whether it be to vaccinate 
or not should and will be up to me and their father. It is our God given right to choose how we 
want to live our lives. Forcing is not of God.  
I am completely against this bill and will fight with everything I have to to keep it from moving 
forward.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:21:47 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Miwa Chung  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Honorable Members of the Committee, 

My name is Miwa Chung, and I oppose the enforcement of mandatory vaccinations for children 
attending public schools. Such mandates infringe upon fundamental rights protected by the 
**First** and **Fourth Amendments** of the U.S. Constitution. Parents should have the right to 
make medical decisions for their children based on personal, religious, and ethical beliefs. 

The **First Amendment** guarantees freedom of religion, and for many families, this includes 
choosing whether or not to vaccinate based on religious convictions. The **Fourth 
Amendment** protects individuals from unreasonable government interference in their personal 
lives, including medical decisions. 

While public health is important, these mandates must not come at the expense of personal 
liberties. Vaccination is a personal choice that should be made by parents in consultation with 
their healthcare providers, not through government coercion. Forcing children to receive 
vaccinations violates the principle of bodily autonomy and the right to make informed choices. 

I urge this committee to reject any proposal that mandates vaccinations for children in public 
schools, and to uphold the rights of parents to make decisions regarding their children's 
healthcare. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Sincerely,   
  

Miwa Chung 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:22:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cinda Butay Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm against this bill!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:23:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrew P.Voyer Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please respect 1st amendment religious freedoms of Hawaii. There are no current health 
emergencies requiring such draconian and unconstitutional measures. The current system in 
place with current RE to keep unved kids home in the case of an outbreak is working and has for 
years. 

Truthfully, I believe that not only is this a detriment to the 1st amendment rights of our families 
but if not preserved- I believe that this will be a huge disservice to our school system in lost 
dollars and the many hours of community service that these families ultimately give. I worry for 
the segment of children that may be removed who go to school to feel safe or to fill their bellies. 
I worry for the children whose support system will mean well but will ultimately need to choose 
to go to work vs homeschooling.  

This is not the time to divide our islands more. Let the children learn. Let the already successful 
processes  that were no doubt painstakingly developed continue as is.  

Thank you for your time.  
 
Sincerely, 

Andrew P. Voyer 

 





Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:23:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mark Keaulana Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support this bill. We should have the right to choose. Religious exemptions should still 
be allowed. Thank you  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:26:04 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

lynne matusow Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I grew up when there was no such thing as vaccinations for measles, mumps, polio, chicken pox, 
and other diseases. I remember not being allowed to play in certain areas because of a polio 
epidemic. I remember from suffering from measles. That was bad. The anti vaxxers do not 
understand how serious this is. Unless there is a  risk to a person because of their current medical 
condition, there should be no exceptions to vaccination. Some of these diseases are airborne, 
offering little protection without the vaccination. 

 
Currently, there is a  TB outbreak in Kansas City and measles outbreaks in Texas and New 
Mexico. At least 13 children in Texas are hospitalized. 

Please move this bill forward. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:26:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Vishakha corbett Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Absolutely don't take this right away 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:26:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sassie Keaulana Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support this bill. We should have the right to choose. Religious exemptions should still 
be allowed. Thank you  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:28:56 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christina Marzo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs Committee Members, 

I am writing in support of HB1118 HD1. I am a family physician practicing in Honolulu, and 
have seen first hand the powerful, beneficial impact that vaccines have in our communities. I am 
fortunate enough to have only seen measles cases in text books, never in person - a reality that is 
only possible due to vaccines. Unfortunately, a wave of misinformation circulating over the past 
few years has cast doubt upon the safety, efficacy, and public health benefits of vaccines, and as 
a result, we have seen growth in non-medical vaccine exemptions in Hawaii schools. As a family 
physician, I provide care for all members of our community, including the medically vulnerable 
that are unable to safely receive vaccines, and thus rely on an immunized community to prevent 
the spread of communicable diseases. Eliminating non-medical exemptions for vaccines would 
help to keep our communities safe and healthy. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

Christina Marzo, MD MPH FAAFP 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:28:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lindsay Chan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As parents we should have the right and freedom to choose what immunizations our children 
receive or don't receive not schools or organizations.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:29:01 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

cierra kauhane Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

i oppose to this. i do not agree.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:30:02 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Zoltan corbett  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

How can this basic right that's related to our religion. Nine of our kids are vaccinated with our 
religious right be taken away. Healthy kids who have right of freedom.  

 





Sincerely,   
Rachel LaBuda (Kailua, HI)  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:32:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dahni gonzales Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to oppose HB1118, requiring immunizations, particular for children to enter school. 
As a new and first time mom, I would hope to have the choice for my child. Freedom to decide 
which and when my child will be ready. I do not have the means to homeschool. I hope she may 
enter school soon and not be discriminated based off of vaccines. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:33:47 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Justin Wong Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

At the end of the day, it does not matter if vaccines work and are safe, or vaccines don't work and 
are dangerous. It doesn't matter if you're a Republican or a Democrat, conservative or liberal, 
religious or atheist. There are social contracts we DO NOT break.  

- The government/state cannot force citizens or their children to use products of companies they 
DO NOT trust (which includes vaccines), and the government cannot marginalize and bar people 
from society for having legitimate reasons to distrust our medical institutions. That is wrong. 

All the major pharmaceutical companies we know about have a history of falsifying data, and 
bribing doctors and scientists to bypass medical trial phases to sell their products. For example, 
as far back as 2009, Pfizer had to pay a $2.3 billion dollar settlement because of those exact 
corrupt practices. Johnson & Johnson will settle a $10 billion dollar lawsuit this year (2025) for 
selling asbestos in their baby powder and downplaying the harmful health effects such as 
ovarian, lung, and mesothelioma cancer. If Big Pharma has a history of corruption and harming 
people with their products, why are we pressuring people to take their products? Most 
importantly, do we consumers not have the choice and right to have full confidence in a seller 
before deciding to use their products?  

Perhaps the most damning part about this bill is the last page where it says people can apply for 
religious vaccine exemptions with written letters, but the Director of Health can essentially say 
"to Hell with your exemptions, this is an emergency." Since when does an emergency mean that 
the government can nullify and suspend your fundamental rights as a consumer/patient/and 
American citizen? The Constitution clearly shows the limits and boundaries of which the state 
can operate within. 

Think about this from an atheist's perspective who has good pattern recognition and doesn't trust 
Big Pharma. If the bill passes, wouldn't this incentivize an atheist to fake being a Christian in 
their written exemptions to avoid any vaccine requirements from school or work? You shouldn't 
have to be religious to obtain a vaccine exemption; an atheist has consumer and patient rights, 
too. 

This Bill is BLATANTLY unconstitutional and I hope the Chair defers this bill (and bills similar 
to this) indefinitely.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:33:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alyssa Pang Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  
Rep. David A. Tarnas, Chair 
Rep. Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair 

I am in strong OPPOSITION of this bill, this is government overreach and should not be 
allowed! 

Alyssa Pang 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:34:49 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

William Carreira Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to STRONGLY OPPOSE Bill HB1118. 

To whom it may concern, what kind of Communist nonsense is this? One of the founding 
principles of this country is religious freedom. How can you take the freedom away from parents 
who due to religious reasons object to their child to be forced to receive certain vaccines?  This is 
a blatant overreach of government power and we, the tax payers and parents of the keiki of 
Hawaii, will not stand for this. WE are in charge of the well-being of our keiki. It is our right and 
duty to do our own due diligence when it comes to vaccinating our children and weigh out the 
benefits and risks, NOT YOU. This is a notice to all the representatives. We will remember this 
vote and there will be consequences next election.  

Respectfully, 

William K. Carreira 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:34:51 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ka'ehu Hironaka Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this Bill 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:36:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sheena Intendencia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Sheena Intendencia and I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. (Personally relate to the bill topic and how it 
affects you, whether as a parent, student, or concerned community member.) 

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. 

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:38:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rondi K Simon Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern, 

     I oppose this bill. I am a mother of two school-aged girls. I am not against all vaccines. My 
children have received a majority of the scheduled vaccinations by our family physician. 
However, there are some vaccines that I am not comfortable with, especially those that I have not 
received myself. To limit my ability and authority to protect my children, should I choose to 
exercise my constitional right, is wrong! If I choose to exercise my constitutional right to protect 
my children, who is the government to take that option away?! What guarantee can the 
government give me should my child suffer from vaccine injuries? Without a liability clause, I 
cannot, in good faith, put my trust in a government that seeks to limit my ability to parent. The 
authority of my children's health and well-being is between me and our family physician, NOT 
the government!  

I, strongly, oppose HB1118.  

Mahalo & God Bless, 

Rondi Kamaile Simon, MCP/MH 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:45:43 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leane Kaneko Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE! 

 



I OPPOSE the ban on religious/non-medical exemptions for vaccines 
(HB1118) as this is a violation of constitutional rights, particularly the First 
Amendment's protection of the free exercise of religion. The First 
Amendment states that Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. This 
means that individuals and families should be able to practice their religion 
freely, including the ability to seek religious exemptions from vaccine 
mandates. The govt should not be mandating vaccines under the guise of 
public health when research shows that vaccines are neither safe or 
effective in preventing outbreaks. The VAERS reporting system shows 
hundreds of thousands who have suffered/died from the covid vaccine 
which, by the way, did not prevent the spread of covid. Furthermore, the 
Supreme Court has shown a trend of supporting religious freedoms, and 
has indicated that governments should seek alternatives to mandates that 
restrict religious practices. This suggests that outright bans on religious 
exemptions will be challenged on constitutional grounds. Finally, these are 
REAL children that attend our schools. Banning religious exemptions from 
vaccinations will greatly affect these families religious rights and freedoms 
to chose how to educate their children.



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:46:01 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rebekah Garcia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Rebekah Garcia, am opposing HB1118 specifically because I don't believe in forcing my 
children to take the flu & covid vaccinations. I myself have worked in the medical field for 10 
years and have declined the flu vaccination. I wasn't working during the pandemic so I wasnt 
required to take the covid vaccination/boosters. I do believe in being vaccinated with all the other 
mandatory vaccines to enter school traditionally and have had my children do so as they are 
already in school. I will not stand for these vaccines to be forced on them. It is our human & 
God-given right to choose & the opportunity for our kids to remain in school should never be 
taken from them. This is my clear stance and hoping my voice will be heard in this plea. Thank 
you. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:46:47 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alan Kaneko Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE! 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:49:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sandi Brown Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. It goes against our constitutional right to practice our religion without anyone 
interfering.  

 







Sincerely, 

Jennifer Bumanglag 
jennykbu@gmail.com 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:52:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sharise Dudoit Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha mai to all  communities members,  

I am writing in full OPPOSITION to HB 1118, which will eliminate non-medical exemptions to 
immunization requirements for public school children attendees.  
Parents these days like myself have become more educated and aware of how they want to best 
raise their children. If legislators found that the rate of non-medical immunization exemption 
more than doubled to 5.3 per cent for the 2023-2024 school year, its most likely because parents 
are making intentional choices for their families. We are very fortunate to live in a free country 
where we can express ourselves. People can choose what pronoun they want to be called, so why 
would Hawai'i choose to eliminate a God given right to choose what we want to put into our 
bodies and what we don't.  
May our Heavenly Father bless you and help you to see the good in his care, if you so choose it. 

Mahalo for your time and your commitment to protecting the children, the parents, and the 
kupuna of Hawai'i. 

Sharise Dudoit 
  

 
  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:52:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Donna Jose Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Donna Jose and I oppose this unconstitutional bill that's being introduced. As a 
woman and mother who's kids got affected by a vaccine i oppose This bill. It is not right to force 
and mandate a poison into our body nonetheless something we don't know what's in the shots. 
We as Americans should have the right to choose if and when they want a vaccine. I oppose HB 
1118! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:53:47 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Callie Wood Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Absolutely not! This bill is an encroachment on the rights of the people, for freedom of religion. 
Plus, the amount of religious exemptions isn't a great enough percentage to interfere with herd 
immunity.  Your duty is to uphold the constitution.  

 





http://fda.gov/




HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:54:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alana Mason Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This law should not be passed. It is my right as a citizen to decide what is BEST for my 
children.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:55:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Darlene S Yoshizumi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly oppose this bill. Vaccines should be determined by parents. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:58:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Naomi L. Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118 as a US citizen.  This violates constitutional rights to freedom of 
religion.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 10:58:51 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ashlynn Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose to the bill making vaccines mandatory for our children.  

 





Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:00:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carren Ramos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It is our right as parents to make choices for our children, NO ONE ELSE'S.  

We are not coparenting with the government.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:01:43 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charaiya yacapin-naweli Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I feel that we should let the people and there families make that decision it shouldn't be forced to 
have vaccinations.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:04:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sai Sooriyakumar Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please vote no on this bill. Religious freedom is a constitutional right. This bill if past seems to 
invite long and costly litigation that will end up being decided in the favor of those exercising 
their religious freedoms and personal beliefs. Also, with its amendments this bill will now be 
effective in the year 3000? People living, and those they have elected at that time to represent 
them should make choices regarding vaccine exemptions not us! Please focus your time and 
energy on the issues at hand now and what your constituents want which was made clear by 
overwhelming testimony in opposition of this bill at the last hearing.  
Mahalo, 

Sai 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:04:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Vanessa Moe Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a grandmother to 14 grandchildren, it is with great concern that I share my thoughts on HB 
1118. As a Christian I OPPOSE HB1118. My religious convictions says no to "forced or 
mandated" vaccinations to attend public school for the children of Hawaii. Parents have the right 
to refuse or accept what the government or other agency's are requiring to each child to attend 
school. Parents have the best interest of their children in mind especially when it comes to their 
bodily autonomy, so in good faith they will make the best informed decision to choose whats 
best by using their personal convictions & conscience through their religious beliefs and through 
science based pros & cons of the products used. Mandating vaccinations & removing religious 
exemptions is coercion and a draconian act in the guise of public safety/health, it 
is unconstitutional & a violation of our First Amendent Rights which The U.S. Constitution 
guarantees our Freedom of Religion. I am reminded, whenever there is risk (to bodily 
autonomy), there must be choice. There is no "one size fits all" when it comes to vaccinations, 
studies have shown not everyone responds to medicines/vaccinations the same. Every life is 
precious and deserving of the opportunity to thrive. So we as parents & caregivers will make the 
best choice fitting for our children without being forced, manipulated, coerced, or bullied.  I 
highly urge you to reject all forced vaccination mandates upon our children and religious 
exemptions to continue for all those who choose to exercise their rights.  

Once again, I OPPOSE HB 1118 !!!! 

Sincerely, Vanessa Moe 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:06:04 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

summer Dillberg  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill as it robs people of freedom we have as Americans   I could launch into 
something more lengthy but this is one of the main reasons for my opposition, the slow erosion 
of freedom  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:07:04 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Shaelee Kamakele-

Rezentes  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha to whom it may concern 

I would like to start by introducing my self, my name is Shaelee Kamakele-Rezentes. Although 
to you it may be just another name with opposition I hope you see that it is in fact much more 
than that. This will be my very first time taking action and putting my name to my voice and 
opinion on what my family and I live around. We live in this country where there are rights, 
rules, and regulations. However it looks like the beginning of an end to our rights. This current 
bill that I am opposing to allows you guys with the higher power to control us and leave us 
helpless. It goes against laws that you guys have already set forth and now are saying it's okay to 
ignore because you guys say so. Those laws which I know your aware of are the first amendment 
and the right to exercise one's religion.  My family and I are citizens who should be able to feel 
like they are being treated fairly, protected, and respected. We won't feels those things and want 
to reciprocate them neither when bills like these are forced upon us. I am a newly mother who is 
very concerned for my newborn because of what I witness happening in this life time. My family 
and many others out there have trust and faith in you guys and we deserve to be heard of our 
rights. I truly believe if this bill is passed many will pull there children out of school leading to 
more outcomes of unpredictability which we both know isn't in either of our interests. Don't 
make decisions for us allow us to be aware by giving us options to choose from. Thank you for 
your time.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:07:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caitlin Takahashi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It is important we as parents have the right to make decisions for our own families. This bill 
should not be passed because it should be our say! Enough had been taken from us. Let us have 
this choice for our own.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:08:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alissa Acasio Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am against this bill which removes our religious exemptions! This is crazy i refuse to let the 
government force me to vaccinate my family. That's a personal choice! Taking away our 
religious freedom of vaccines will force me to home school my children to protect them.  This 
isn't right, what is hawaii turning into?! There is no love or respect!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:10:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

mele beter Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha my Name is Mele Beter, I'm a resident of Kailua, and I strongly oppose Bill HB1118. This 
bill is a direct attack on parental rights, it challenges our religious beliefs and freedom to uphold 
those beliefs, and it is a direct attack on medical choice, and physical sovereignty. As a native 
Hawaiian and as a woman of faith, and someone who has family members who have had 
extreme adverse reactions to vaccines, I am extremely concerned at the stance this government is 
taking, by proposing this destructive bill. Please hear our voice and take into consideration the 
harmful and negative affects this bill will have on freedoms of the people. The people that you 
are here to serve. Mahalo for your time  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:10:42 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jena Carvalho Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I DO NOT support this bill. We as parents have the right to make our own decisions for our 
children regarding vaccines. It is NOT ok to allow anyone other than the parents to determine 
what vaccines our children need. Mandating vaccines is not pono (right). Please show us respect 
by allowing us to make medical decisions for our children. We are their parents, we know what 
our child needs and doesn't need. Please. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:10:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Siyuan Wang Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair and Members of the Committee, 

  

I strongly oppose HB1118 HD1, which seeks to eliminate non-medical exemptions for school 
immunization requirements. While I recognize the importance of public health, I believe that 
parents and guardians should have the right to make informed medical decisions for their 
children without government mandates. 

  

This bill infringes on personal freedoms and disregards the diverse beliefs, medical histories, and 
risk factors that vary among children. The current exemption system allows families to make 
choices based on their individual circumstances, and removing it forces parents into compliance 
with medical decisions they may not fully agree with or feel comfortable with. 

Furthermore, restricting school access based on vaccination status creates unnecessary barriers to 
education, potentially discriminating against children whose families have deeply held concerns. 
Schools should remain a place of learning for all children, regardless of their medical choices. 

  

I urge the committee to vote against HB1118 HD1 and uphold the rights of families to make 
their own informed health decisions. 

  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

  



 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:11:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brooke Calpito Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha! 

  I am writing to oppose this bill.  It is against our constitutional rights.  My child, my 
decision!  How is this okay that the government has the right to decide my childs health and 
vaccinations? Religious or medical exemptions should ALWAYS be up to the parent!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:12:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Benel Piros Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE this bill due to the choice alone should be up to the parent/guardian to vaccinate their 
child or not.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:12:54 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jasmine Mano'i Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Jasmine Mano'i, I am a mother of an 8 year old child and I am strongly opposing this 
bill. Every parent should have the choice to choose what they see is best for their child/children. 
It is our God given and constitutional right to choose. I am submitting my testimony to help 
remind those that will be casting their vote on this bill, to kindly remember that the 
pharmaceutical industry is not who voted you into office, they are not who you are representing. 
It is us, the people and citizens of Hawaii that you are to be thinking about when casting your 
vote with bills such as HB1118. Please do the right thing and allow decisions that involve 
medical/health choices to be solely dependent on what the individual/parent/legal guardian sees 
fit.   
  

Mahalo, 

Jasmine Mano'i  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:12:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keli Lunasco  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill as this is unconstitutional to force any vaccinations or anything else on our own 
keikis. We as parents and guardians have the right to choose what is right for them. Vaccinations 
are not 100% safe and can also cause mild to severe effects. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:14:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

distin Barca Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

OPPOSE. 

This is unacceptable for politicians to make choices for parents when it comes to what they put 
in their children's body's. Who is lobbying you folks to pass this?!? 
It's unconstitutional and it is also going to set you guys up for lawsuits against the state. when 
D.O.G.E come for the state of Hawaii. It's going to be scary to see what kind of skeletons are in 
all the politicians closets.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:21:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Esther Gonzales Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I opppose to this bill as I feel it is within the Parents and the Physicians choice to choose if the 
child or children should have to be vaccinated.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:32:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Kong Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

At this point it is unconscionable for you people to put this ridiculous unconstitutional and 
literally abusive bill forwad. All the lies will be revealed about the pharma industry that is so 
insatiable it has to go after children. MAHA.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:33:48 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Whitney Brown Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hi Whitney brown oppose this bill HB1118. I do not agree to pass this bill and take away our 
parental rights. As parents WE decide to vaccinate our child or not. Where is your Aloha ? 
Forcing families and creating a broken home we call Hawaii.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:41:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Noelle Lam Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Good evening. 

I am writing in objection to bill H1118 RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO 
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS. 

I do not agree with the State government interfering with the health and safety of my 
child.  Parents should have the right to decide what vaccinations and immunizations they feel is 
safe for their children to receive.  

Thank you.  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:44:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jolynn Batalona Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, Chair 

  

My name is Jolynn Batalona, and I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

  

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. I have four children; two of them are 
vaccinated and two of them are not because this is our choice and our religious freedom here in 
Hawaii. As parents we know what is best for our children and our own family. We should be 
able to continue to live in Hawaii where our rights are respected. 

  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families, including 
mines to choose between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, 
policies should also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. 

  

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

  

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

  

Thank you, 

Jolynn Batalona 



 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:50:56 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charissa Cook Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I absolutely oppose this bill!! It is against our religious, moral, and ethical views to impose this 
on our children! The public educational system is supposed to be for the people!!!! The people 
should have a say and the people should reserve their right to choose vaccination or not.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:53:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Terrie Armbruster Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly OPPOSE HB1118 HD1 for the following reasons: 

It is Unconstitutional--it violates First Amendment Right to Free exercise of Religious beliefs. 

It violates Parental Rights. Parents are the guardians of their children's health & well-being, Not 
government.. 

It violates the Right to bodily autonomy, and Informed Consent: any time there is Risk of 

Harm or Death, MUST have Choice to accept or refuse treatment, including vaccines. 

Reminder: You will be accountable to Almighty God, our Creator and Supreme Judge, for 

trying to mandate an action against our God-given Free Will. 

I strongly urge you to Vote NO on HB1118 HD1 

 



https://icandecide.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/077-MEMORANDUM-OPINION-AND-ORDER-GRANTING-PLAINTIFFS-MOTION-FOR-PRELIMINARY-INJUNCTION.pdf
https://icandecide.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/077-MEMORANDUM-OPINION-AND-ORDER-GRANTING-PLAINTIFFS-MOTION-FOR-PRELIMINARY-INJUNCTION.pdf
https://icandecide.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/077-MEMORANDUM-OPINION-AND-ORDER-GRANTING-PLAINTIFFS-MOTION-FOR-PRELIMINARY-INJUNCTION.pdf
https://health.hawaii.gov/docd/files/2025/01/Disease-Summary-Table-2014_2023_State.pdf


https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.1314688110
https://www.cdc.gov/meningococcal/vaccines/types.html?revision_id=5107#cdc_vaccine_basics_safe_effective-how-well-they-work
https://www.cdc.gov/meningococcal/vaccines/types.html?revision_id=5107#cdc_vaccine_basics_safe_effective-how-well-they-work
https://www.fda.gov/media/76008/download?attachment


protect immunocompromised individuals. If this bill is truly to protect the medically fragile and 
immunocompromised who cannot receive these vaccines, why is there no requirement for 
students recently vaccinated with Varivax to remain out of school for 6 weeks post-vaccination? 
Why is there no requirement for teachers to receive the same vaccinations or prove immunity to 
VPDs via titer count? 

Again, I urge you to VOTE NO on HB1118. This bill will only serve to violate our First 
Amendment right to free expression of religion and will not protect the immunocompromised in 
a state that already has a history of only a tiny number of cases of VPDs each year. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2025 11:59:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rachael Rickard Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am writing in full OPPOSITION to HB 1118 which will eliminate non-medical exemptions to 
immunization requirements for public school children attendees.  

Mahalo!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:00:17 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Adriel Lam Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in opposition to this legislation that creates an unreasonable seizure of persons in 
violation of the US Constitution 4th Amendment, and Hawaii Constitution Article 1 Bill of 
Rights Section 7. 

If you so choose to pass this law, be careful of the ramifications and second/third order effects of 
dictating law with dubious moral authority.  Not only is federal education funding in jeopardy for 
educational institutions that mandate vaccines, you may very well have created another exodus 
from Hawaii public schools, accelarating private education with $10,000 education vouchers per 
student, and further stripping the Hawaii Department of Education of students and teachers.  

This legislation lacks foresight, engages in past rhetoric of failed public health policy and further 
erodes trust in government.  

Aloha,  

Adriel Lam 

Kaneohe Resident 

 





Mahalo nui,  

Kalei Duvauchelle 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:09:34 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jandie-Lee Hernando Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

HB1118 ignores the fact that everyone is different, that medical treatment comes with risks and 
no one, especially the government or anyone for that matter should have the power to force those 
risks on anyone. Our keikis are not the property of the state. Us as parents should be the one to 
make that choice for our own children. 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:18:08 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jasmyn Lave Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this unlawful bill.  We the people should have the right to choose what goes into our 
body.  My body my choice.  

 







Sincerely, 
Anna Drewek 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:20:26 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

michelle Blacconiere  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill that is in direct violation of our constitutional rights. We pay taxes 
which is what funds public school and we have human autonomy. The govt has no place to have 
an opinion over this matter. Follow the money.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:24:44 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alan Miller Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this proposed rule change. Our country was founded on religious freedom. 
Citizens should not have to give up their religious beliefs related to vaccinations, just to send 
their children to school.  
  

Please oppose this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:24:47 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristan Pangkee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am strongly opposed to this. I have 2 children that will no longer be part of your Hawaii school 
system if this passes. But, they will still be part of everyday society. So, any arguments about 
this being for the better good and public health is bunk. It is the furthering of the rapid decline of 
individual freedoms in this state and government overreach into unnecessary and experimental 
health care.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:24:57 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Travisreis Lave Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill HB1118 in the belief that it is my body my right and my right to choose what is 
right for my family as head of household. No government entities shall dictate my decisions that 
I deem fit for my family 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:31:04 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Zachary Ramos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill it's unconstitutional. Please don't take away our rights to choose. I 
personally know many people who have had strong reactions to the vaccines that have them in 
wheel chairs now. As a father I have the best interest in protecting my kids. I strongly disagree in 
putting something in their body that is not 100% effective. Allow parents to be parents! 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:32:35 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristen Bettencourt-Pedro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. As a mother of 4 and a tax payer, I believe parents should have the final say. 
This bill will cause parents to trust their local politicians even less and will cause more parents to 
home school their children. 

There should be transparency and evidence proving the safety and effectiveness of each 
vaccine as opposed to forcing control on people who want to make sure their children aren't 
being harmed in the process. 

 











HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:42:37 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dereka Lindsey Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please No! these are the shots that are killing us and now you want to force it on our children? 
NO NO NO!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:46:55 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joshua Nelson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear State Representatives, 

I respectfully submit my opposition to HB1118 as it would provide unchecked overreach of 
government into the privacy and medical decisions of citizens. If you do not strike this bill down 
you will lose my vote and my children will be homeschooled rather than submitting to the 
tyranny of an increasingly overbearing nanny-state.  
  

Respectfully, 

Joshua D Nelson 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:52:47 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shyann  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha this is Shyann Yacapin-Samson ,  

    I am a proud pacific island who has three children. This HB1118 bill that they are tryna pass 
of it being a "MANDATORY" thing that our children has to take all vaccine shots in school is 
NOT ACCEPTABLE!  
    Why? We , Us parents should have every power & control when it comes to our children & 
for this bill trying to ENFORCE our keikis & us PARENTS to do something we have no control 
of it's RIDICULOUSLY STUPID DISRESPECTFUL UNCALLED FOR NO HUMANITY 
DISCRIMINATION HOLD AGAINST OUR OWN WILL!!  
  

 I am a parent and I absolutely DO NOT support this bill. It's like me coming to your house and 
saying you have no choice but to give me all your money and everything you have if not your 
outta this world? How does that sound? That's basically what this bill is tryna do! I don't 
appreciate that this bill is just been stuck on vaccinations when Covid first came out then we had 
a flu going around and now 2025 there's 2 more viruses going on ?  
  

what is really going on? If you ask me it seems like vaccines are not helping people or protecting 
people from getting sick like it claims I feel it' was created to ELIMINATE PEOPLE KILL 
PEOPLE yet we are used as "EXPERIMENTS" for there new creating virus's!  
  

DO NOT PASS THIS BILL!  
KIDS ARE INNOCENT!!!  
WHY HURT KIDS?  
DONT YALL HAVE BETTER THINGS TO DO!!  
BUILD HOMELESS SHELTERS!  
FIX POTHOLES  

FOCUS ON DRUGS  

FOCUS ON THE WRONGFUL THINGS OUR SYSTEM IS DOING!!  
  



COME ON HAWAII STATE COME ON  

BILL HB 1118 YOU HAVE BETTER THINGS TO DO THEN TO MAKE INNOCENT 
CHILDREN SICK MAYBE EVEN DEATH!!!  
  

                 Sincerely,Shyann Yacapin S. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:54:01 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mahina Ibarra Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha to whom it may concern, 

  

As a fellow resident,kanaka and Mother, I oppose to this bill. We as parents should not be forced 
to vaccinate our children. My child had a very bad reaction to vaccines at just 2 months old. 
Since then she has seen permanent skin damages. Also as a Christian and follower of Christ, I 
absolutely will not be vaccinating my children. This bill takes away our rights as parents and 
their rights .  

 







religious (and/or common morals and values!) is the use of fetal cell lines derived from 
abortions. These fetal cell lines are used in the development and production of certain vaccines! 
Do they realize this? What about vegans, who cannot eat any food item with ANIMAL parts, 
they refuse to eat chese or drink milk but yet they'll inject aborted human (or animal) fetal cells 
into their body? Make it make sense! These cell lines were originally taken from aborted fetuses 
decades ago and have been used in research to produce vaccines, such as those for rubella, 
chickenpox, and some other illnesses. For some people, using vaccines produced in this way 
raises not only religious conflict but general moral or ethical concerns!!! 

Infections after vaccinations also occur because immunity can take weeks to develop after 
vaccination.  People can become infected in the days or weeks following their vaccination! 
Vaccinated people can still get infected!  

During the last hearing, Rep Terez Amato spoke mockingly at the community accusing them of 
abusing the religious freedom how do we distinguish between "real religious exemptions and 
fallacious medical speculation" - it's not up to YOU to determine their religious beliefs, it is 
THEIR Constitutionally PROTECTED Right to BELIEVE!!   

You are public servants, sworn to protect the freedoms granted to United States Citizens and 
residents of the great state of Hawai'i. You are a government by the people, FOR the 
people.  This is a PROTECTED FREEDOM.  YOU MUST OPPOSE AND FULLY REJECT 
HB1118 AND PROTECT OUR FREEDOMS!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:21:23 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sam Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I opposed hb1118 for I believe that everyone has a right to choose to be or not to be vaccinated.  
  

sincerely Sam  
  

 





One main concern that I personally feel and that I hear within my community is HB1118 will 
take away parents rights. This is another reason I strongly oppose HB1118. Parents have the best 
interests of their children at heart and should not be coerced into making decisions that conflict 
with their deeply held religious beliefs.Parents should be trusted to make decisions regarding 
their child's health and upbringing, especially when those decisions are guided by their religious 
convictions. 

I value personal choice and the everyone having their moral compass and conscience. Religious 
exemptions is part of respecting an individual's right to follow their conscience or moral 
compass. We need to be the State that upholds freedom of conscience to ensure the community 
as a whole fosters trust and cooperation. 

VOTE NO HB1118.  

HB1118 violates our constitutionally protected rights.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:39:41 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ruth Love Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Childhood immunizations exist to prevent death and injury/illness in children and reducing 
spread of disease.  

A multitude of studies have demonstrated that there is no link with/between autism and vaccines. 

Currently in New York and Texas, there are out breaks of measles due to decreasing numbers of 
vaccinations by parents combined with an influx of illegal aliens who are unvaccinated. 

Please ensure  that children in school are vaccinated. Parents who don't vaccinate their children 
may opt for home schooling, though the state aught to require vaccination even then. Also any 
parent opting out of vaccinations should be required to see films of children with polio, 
whooping cough and read brochures of the possible results of infection with each 
infection.  Things like hearing damage or sterilization.  

Thank you 

Mrs Ruth Love  

 



Testimony of Barbara Caballes!
Ewa Beach, HI. 96706!

February 20, 2025!

Committee on Health!
Hawai"i State Legislature!
State Capitol!
Honolulu, Hawai"i!

Subject:  Testimony  in Strong  OPPOSITION to  HB 1118 

Dear Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, and Members of the Committee,!

I am writing as a deeply concerned parent, citizen of Hawai"i, and military veteran to 
express my strong opposition to HB 1118, which seeks to repeal non-medical 
exemptions to immunization requirements. This  bill  represents  a severe  infringement  
upon  our  constitutional  rights,  parental  rights,  and religious  freedoms,  and I urge  
you to  reject  it. !

Personal  Experience  with  Vaccine  Adverse  Reaction 

From 1997 to 2012, I proudly served in the Hawai"i Air National Guard. Around the 
Spring of 2007, I received the mandatory in fluenza vaccination as part of my service 
duties. Shortly thereafter, I experienced a severe adverse reaction that nearly claimed 
my life. This harrowing experience led to connecting medical issues, which led to a 
medical exemption from all vaccines for the remainder of my military career. Since 
then, I have not received any vaccinations and have maintained good health without 
further medical complications.!

Adverse reactions can have profound and lasting impacts on individuals, such as 
myself. Personal medical histories and potential risks must be considered in 
vaccination policies rather than a blanket mandate that disregards individual 
circumstances.!

 1. Violation  of  Constitutional  Rights 

HB 1118 blatantly disregards and oversteps the fundamental freedoms enshrined in 
both the United States Constitution and the Hawai"i State Constitution, infringing upon 
religious liberties and personal medical choices through unnecessary government 
overreach.!

- The First  Amendment  of  the  U.S. Constitution  protects religious freedom, 
prohibiting the government from enacting laws that infringe upon the free exercise of 
religion (U.S. Const. amend. I). The Supreme Court has repeatedly affi rmed that 
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individuals must be free to practice their faith without undue governmental 
interference, as established in cases such as Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972), where the 
Court ruled that religious exemptions in education were necessary to protect 
religious freedoms.!

- Article  I, Section  4 of  the  Hawai!i  State  Constitution  explicitly states: "No law shall 
be enacted respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof" (Haw. Const. art. I, ¤ 4). The proposed repeal of religious exemptions directly 
contradicts this protection and sets a dangerous precedent that undermines individual 
liberties in favor of state control.!

The government  should  not  have the  power  to  override  personal,  deeply  held  
religious  beliefs  regarding  medical  procedures.  By eliminating religious exemptions, 
the State of Hawai"i would force individuals to act against their conscience and faith, 
which is a direct violation of constitutional protections and an erosion of fundamental 
civil liberties.!

 2. Parental  Rights  and Medical  Autonomy 

Parents,  not  the  government,  should  have the  final authority  over  medical  
decisions  for  their  children.  Similar government overreach has been observed in 
states like California, where the elimination of non-medical exemptions in 2015 led to 
thousands of families either leaving the state or resorting to homeschooling to preserve 
their parental rights. The consequences of such policies demonstrate the dangers of 
restricting personal medical choices and the potential for widespread civil discontent. 
The U.S. Supreme Court has recognized parental rights as "the fundamental liberty 
interest of natural parents in the care, custody, and management of their child" 
(Santosky v. Kramer, 1982). Forcing parents to comply with a one-size- fits-all medical 
directive contradicts this principle and disregards the nuanced, individualized nature of 
medical decision-making.!

Furthermore, the principle of informed  consent Ña foundational ethical standard in 
medical practiceÑa ffi rms that no individual should be coerced into receiving medical 
treatment against their will. The repeal of non-medical exemptions indirectly coerces 
families into compliance by restricting access to education, a clear violation of medical 
autonomy. Coercion, whether direct or indirect, undermines the very foundation of 
ethical medical practice, as established by the Nuremberg  Code  and subsequent 
international bioethics standards.!

 3. Discrimination  Against  Religious  and Philosophical  Minorities 

HB 1118 would  disproportionately  harm  communities  that  hold  religious  or  
philosophical  beliefs  that  diff er from  mainstream  medical  practices.  For instance, 
following the removal of religious exemptions in California in 2015, reports indicated a 
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significant rise in families withdrawing their children from public schools, with a 30% 
increase in homeschooling applications (California Department of Education, 2018). !

Additionally, studies have shown that mandates without exemptions lead to lower 
compliance and increased distrust in public health authorities (Smith et al., 2020). !

For decades, families in Hawai"i have exercised their right to exemptions per their faith 
and personal convictions. This bill marginalizes these individuals, forcing them to 
choose between violating their beliefs or forgoing public education, which is an 
egregious violation  of  civil  rights. !

Additionally, the bill creates an unequal system where students who previously had an 
exemption can retain it, while new students are denied the same right. This arbitrary 
distinction is both unfair and legally questionable. If religious exemptions were 
legitimate for students in the past, why would they suddenly become invalid for new 
students? Such an inconsistency reveals that this bill is not about genuine public health 
concerns but rather about increased government control over personal medical 
choices.!

 4. The Myth  of  Herd  Immunity  Through  Mandates 

Proponents of HB 1118 argue that repealing non-medical exemptions will increase herd 
immunity and prevent outbreaks. However, historical and scienti fic data contradict this 
assumption:!

- Many vaccines, including pertussis (whooping cough) and mumps, do not prevent 
transmission but only reduce symptoms. Studies have shown that vaccinated 
individuals can still spread diseases (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
[CDC], 2014). This challenges the notion that mandating vaccines for all individuals 
will significantly reduce outbreaks.!

- According to the CDC, Hawai"i's kindergarten vaccination rate is already above 86% 
for MMR and over 90% for most other required immunizations, meaning the 
threshold for herd immunity is already largely met (CDC, 2023). If herd immunity is 
already at effective levels, there is no justification for infringing upon religious and 
personal rights.!

- Outbreaks have occurred in highly vaccinated populations, proving that high 
coverage does not guarantee eradication (New England Journal of Medicine, 2017). 
The assumption that a mandate will eliminate disease ignores historical evidence to the 
contrary.!

 5. Potential  for  Government  Overreach 

This bill grants unprecedented power to the Department of Health to dictate vaccine 
requirements without legislative oversight. The language allowing the director of health 
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to override parental objections in the case of a "public health emergency" creates a 
dangerous precedent for government overreach. Such broad authority could easily be 
misused to justify further encroachments on personal freedoms.!

If enacted, HB 1118 could pave the way for future policies that erode personal liberties 
in other areas of health and medical decision-making. Today, it is vaccinesÑtomorrow, 
it could be any medical intervention deemed "necessary" by the government. This bill 
establishes a dangerous framework for state overreach that could be applied in 
numerous other medical and personal freedom contexts.!

Conclusion 

Hawai"i has long been a place that values diversity, cultural integrity, and personal 
freedom. HB 1118 threatens these values by coercing families into medical decisions 
against their will, violating constitutional rights, and setting a dangerous precedent for 
government overreach.!

I strongly  urge  the  committee  to  reject  HB 1118 and uphold  the  fundamental  
rights  of  Hawai!i's  citizens.  Mahalo piha for your time and consideration.!

Respectfully,!

//signed//!

Barbara Caballes!
Concerned Parent, Citizen of Hawai"i, and Military Veteran!
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:13:17 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

patricia chock Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Jesus is King and our body is our temple to be governed by Him and not Man.  PARENTS are 
the decision makers for their childrens care and it is  our God given right to consent or deny what 
goes into their bodies.  GOD holds you accountable if you don't acknowledge our right to 
choose.  THIS BILL MUST BE VOTED NAY AND NEVER BE BROUGHT UP AGAIN.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:22:55 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Blaine De Ramos  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118. It is not up to the state to parent my child and say they need to be 
vaccinated. I am the parent that makes rhat decision. The I strongly feel the state DOES NOT 
have my kids best interest in mind. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:25:57 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Ramos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in strong opposition, in the highest degree, to HB 1118.  

As a mother who gave birth to, knows, loves, and would die for my children, I am entitled to 
have parental rights, under the constitution, to decide what to put in my children, especially when 
there are known potential negative consequences. You are aiming for herd immunity and overall 
public health, but no government entity has the right to strip away our religious freedoms for any 
reason.  

You don't know what every family is going through or what their specific circumstances are. 
One of my daughters suffered from organ failure and needed an emergency transplant. She is on 
lifelong medication that has not been fully and properly tested for side effects when taken in 
conjunction with vaccines. When I asked her doctors and the CDC for studies showing she will 
be safe after taking the vaccines, I was told they don't have enough research to make the claim 
that she would be safe. They said there is a risk of injury or death in taking any medication or 
vaccine. With her medically fragile state, I am not comfortable putting anything in her body that 
is not scientifically proven. There simply is not enough data on the short and long term effects.  

If you are passing this bill to protect our people, please think of my daughter, who may be 
harmed by her immunocompromised medical condition. This bill is NOT going to keep her safe. 
It could possibly harm her! 

What we do know is that there are people who have experienced bad reactions to vaccines. This 
is not misinformation or conspiracy theory. These are case studies, individuals from our state. I 
personally know many who were vaccine injured - one of my friends is now in a wheelchair, one 
got cancer, another friend has a son that is mentally disabled, just to name a few. If even one 
person has been negatively affected by vaccines, then the choice to take them should be given to 
the individual, regardless of how it impacts society. How can you possibly take that right away 
and force this on someone when there are known consequences? This is just wrong. 

I was fully vaccinated as a child and saw the health benefit back then. Now that big pharma has 
immunity and no consequences when citizens have adverse reactions, the vaccine 
recommendations are out of control. When I contacted the CDC again to ask for studies that 
show the side effects of taking all of the vaccines together according to their recommended 
schedule, they told me they don't have studies like that. They only have studies done for each 
vaccine individually by the pharmaceutical companies themselves. There is an obvious conflict 



of interest here when they stand to benefit financially by forcing drugs on us with insufficient or 
biased/skewed research. 

I normally don't get involved in politics. In fact, I didn't even know your names. I trusted you to 
be our elected officials who pass bills that are in the best interest of our people. Now that you are 
even considering passing this bill, which would remove my rights as a parent, you have awaked 
the mother bear within me who will stop at nothing to protect my children...I now know all of 
your names, I'm tracking how you vote, and will rally our community together in a vocal, parent-
uniting manner to make sure that our rights are protected. 

Parents who have already decided not to vaccinate their children will not start doing so because 
you force this on us. They will take their children out of school, the Dept of Education's concerns 
of lower educational access will occur, funding will decrease and those families who leave will 
not go quietly. You will get your herd effect, but not in the direction you are hoping for. There is 
a larger and wider domino effect than you can calculate. 

Please hear us, search your hearts, and do the right thing. Preserve our religious freedom and the 
freedom to choose what we put in our bodies and in the bodies of our keiki. 

Mahalo for your NO vote! We WILL remember you!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:38:22 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Crystal Mattson  Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I, Crystal K. Mattson OPPOSE this bill. My children are the 4th generation in our ohana to not 
vaccinate because WE don't want to pump of children's body with who knows what, having 
unknown side affects on MY CHILDREN'S BODY! MY CHILDREN'S BODY, NOT 
YOURS!!! If you want to vaccinate YOUR CHILDREN, that's all good but THESE ARE MY 
CHILDREN!!!! We should have the RIGHT to CHOOSE for our OWN children. Again, my 
name is Crystal K. Mattson and I OPPOSE THIS BILL. Mahalo for your time. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:39:38 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Teon Simmons Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully oppose HB1118. This takes away our right to parent our children and is unconstitutional. 

 Mahalo 

 T. Simmons 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:14:09 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kellsey Kelley  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I believe that citizens should have the right and freedom to be able to opt out of vaccinations for 
our children. Most of the vaccinations required to attend school have toxic and harmful 
chemicals that affect our children's health and are not proven to be safe and effective by the 
manufacturers of the products. It should be left up to ur parents on what they choose to do for 
their constant, but also the government should not be forcing anything upon is citizens.. I do not 
support this bill, and our keiki should have the freedom of choice in what they inject into their 
body that could have harmful long term effects on their health.  
  

Mahalo. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:17:22 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Johnathan Van Dyke Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a proud parent of 4, I do not agree with mandatory vaccination for children attending the 
Hawaii school system. I do not trust the vaccination research in the medical field. There are 
currently more and more research and evidence coming out about vaccinations, and the harmful 
affects they may cause. I do not want my children taking anymore vaccination just so they can 
attend the Hawaii school system. I do not agree with this HB1118 Bill and I think it should be 
stopped. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:22:30 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sachelle Dias Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Subject: Concern Regarding Bill HB1118 

  

To whom it may concern, 

  

I hope this message finds you well. I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the new 
bill HB1118. As a parent, I feel compelled to voice my rights and the rights of other parents who 
may share similar sentiments. 

  

While I want to clarify that I am not against vaccinations themselves, I strongly oppose any 
legislation that mandates parents to force vaccinations on their children. This is a deeply personal 
decision that should remain in the hands of families, not dictated by the government. 

  

How can we accept a bill that compels us to inject our children with something we may not be 
comfortable with? It is our fundamental right as parents to make these choices for our kids, and it 
is alarming to think that this right could be taken away. 

  

I urge you to reconsider the implications of this bill and its impact on parental rights. Thank you 
for your attention to this matter. 

  

Sincerely, 

  



Sachelle Dias  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:25:45 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Adam J Good Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Government has no say in me or my family's medical, health or moral decisions. Creating & 
Enforcing imaginary laws that benefit only godless entities like big pharmaceutical 
corporations & governments is not why we elected our representatives. When you put false idols 
like money & self preservation (worship) before the needs of others it becomes an infringement 
on our natural God given rights to BE as a creation of God. This bill serves no one if it doesn't 
serve everyone. Using imaginary data from unreliable sources is not okay. Destroy & end this 
bill immediately.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:31:15 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Vernelle Oku Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill violates a person's basic right to choose and therefore any legislator voting for this bill 
is violating their oath to the constitution. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:44:19 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joel Centeio Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to 

HB1118, which mandates vaccines for children in schools. While I recognize the importance of 
public health, this bill directly infringes upon fundamental religious freedoms and constitutional 
rights that must be protected. 

First, the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution guarantees the free exercise of religion. For 
many families, vaccination decisions are deeply tied to religious beliefs, and forcing compliance 
disregards these sincerely held convictions. The government should not compel individuals to 
violate their faith in order for their children to access education. 

Second, this bill raises significant constitutional concerns regarding personal liberty and parental 
rights. The Supreme Court has long upheld that parents have the primary authority in making 
medical decisions for their children. HB1118 undermines this principle by imposing a one-size-
fits-all mandate that disregards individual circumstances and medical autonomy. 

Public health policies should respect both science and individual rights. Rather than imposing 
mandates, policymakers should support informed consent, medical and religious exemptions, and 
parental choice in healthcare decisions. 

I urge you to oppose HB1118 and uphold the constitutional and religious freedoms that are 
foundational to our country. Thank you for your time! 

mahalo, 

Joel Centeio  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:45:34 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sally Markee MD Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a practicing OBGYN in Honolulu, HI. I support this bill. Please pass HB1118 to prohibit 
unnecessary vaccination exemptions. This will help to protect our young keiki, kupuna, and other 
immunocompromised or vulnerable people of Hawai'i from outbreaks of preventable illness.  
  

Mahalo 

Sally Markee MD 
  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:51:25 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charelle Bedford Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I AM FULLY AGAINST bill HB1118!!! Parents need to have to choice to vaccinate their 
children!  NO TO HB1118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:55:34 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ebonee Haprn Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Even with the amendments, this measure would fail to allow parents freedom to make informed 
decisions in line with their religious beliefs with respect to their health and their education. By 
restricting one right, you restrict both. The measure fails to take into account the reality of 
available vaccinations in the country and the vaccines that are unnecessarily scheduled required 
by the state for school-aged children to attend and remain in school under the guise of herd-
immunity and protecting immuno-compromised or vulnerable individuals despite the lack of risk 
posed by lack of such vaccine. For example, the guardasil vaccine is required at 7th grade. 
Immunocomproised students are not in dange of contracting HPV by simply attending school, 
yet this vaccine is required for school attendance. This opens the door to further infringe rights 
by mandating and imposing vaccines on children against their parents wishes and religious 
beliefs even when there isn't a true threat to public safety or public health. 

Furthermore, the existing law allows religious exemptions and clearly states what is required to 
demonstrate that. The bill as proposed with amendments is vague as to what it means to object in 
writing due to conflict with bona fide religious tenents and practices, and offers no clear 
understanding for individuals who do so object. If the state agrees religious exemption should be 
allowed, as it should to preserve the right to freedom of religion without sacrificing the right to 
choice in education, the law need not be revised. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:04:37 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Javin  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Vaccination for my child to attend school should be I (parent) my choice and my choice alone . 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:07:36 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chevy Teves Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose of Bill HB1118. It's unconstitutional and goes against my religious rights. The 
choice of vaccination should never be mandatory in any circumstances. It is absurd that this 
testimony and many others are needed for such a foolish and tyrannical bill. Vaccines have been 
proven to be unsafe and unsuccessful. With proven facts that it has caused more harm than good. 
Causing long term health problems and even immediate death. This Bill is "WICKED" I Stand 
firm on abolishing Bill HB1118. And pray justice be rightfully served by denying forward 
movement of Bill HB1118. Make the right decision. Our Keiki's lives are at stake. Thank you for 
your time. God bless! 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:18:41 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rosie F Davis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I strongly oppose HB1118. 

mahalo nui, Rosie Davis 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:22:09 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Arianna Souza-White Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

You are violating our right to choose! You know what is funny? When the whole election was 
going on you guys talked about abortion and it was "your body your choice" what happened to 
that? Our body our choice only when it suits you?! Bunch of hypocrites! Sending DOGE a 
message to look into every single one of your bank accounts and see who's getting a payout! And 
I will continue to try my best to reach out to them until the waste of our government is cleaned! 
You 'shove things down our throats' thinking we should just accept it. You speak so bad about 
Trump, but you are worse. Thank you.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:26:36 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nalani Maukele Grube Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I strongly OPPOSE HB118, medical decisions vaccinations and requirements should be up to the 
PARENTS and DOCTORS.  
You wouldn't like someone coming into your house and telling you what to do with your kids 
right? BE MINDFUL. Leave it to the parents to decide what's needed and right for their kids and 
what's injected into their bodies!  
OPPOSE HB1118        OPPOSE HB1118 

OPPOSE HB1118.        OPPOSE HB1118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:30:04 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Gohier Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

How is it at all acceptable to take away the right of a parent to decide what is best for their 
child? I wholeheartedly oppose this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:36:45 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Inda Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in opposition of bill HB1118. No one should have the right to make me get my child 
vaccinated just so he can go to school. This decision should be left solely to the parents.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:48:03 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rebecca M. Quezada Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support this bill. As a parent and grandparent this bill goes against my right to choose 
whether I vaccinate my children or not. The government has no right to dictate what a person 
should do with their child.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:56:12 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shannon Shively Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Hawaii State Legislature, 

1.  THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE.  Every parent and child should have ***THE RIGHT TO 
CHOOSE*** whether or not they want to take any type of medicine, including the covid 
vaccines.  If you let this ball pass, there will be lots of angry parents pulling their children out of 
school, and homeschooling, rather than having their dear children get the covid vaccines, if they 
are mandated to attend school.  Whatever you belief, think about it, if you were against the 
vaccines or against something or for something, wouldn't YOU want the RIGHT TO CHOOSE 
in that situation?  EVERYONE SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE, BOTTOM 
LINE.  MY BODY, MY CHOICE, REMEMBER???????  Or does this only apply to certain 
things, not the covid vaccines????   

2.  FACTUAL DATA FROM PFIZER TRIAL SHOWS VACCINES DOING MORE HARM 
THAN GOOD -- ABSOLUTE RISK reduction (true overall risk reduction in whole population 
of .84% or less than 1%, vs the RELATIVE RISK REDUCTION of 95% (the public saw the 
95% and thought that was the TRUE risk reduction but it is just the relative risk 
reduction!!)  Please take a look at this Presentation in PDF, or video, it is available on this 
website, the Canadian Covid Care Alliance.  When I saw their presentation and summary of the 
Pfizer trials, this was the best explanation showing that the COVID VACCINES are REALLY 
and FACTUALLY, DOING MORE HARM THAN GOOD.  This is based on FACTUAL 
DATA FROM THE PFIZER TRIALS, that the Canadian Covid Care Alliance has analyzed and 
summarized in this presentation in the link attached, watch the video, and look at the PDF.  Look 
at what it shows.  The Pfizer vaccines (6 months of trial data) showed that the ABSOLUTE 
RISK reduction (risk reduction in OVERALL POPULATION) was only .84%, that's less than 
1%!!!!!, so your true absolute risk reduction by taking the Pfizer covid vaccines is only less than 
1%!!  Vs the Relative risk reduction as marketed to the public, is 95%.  The Relative Risk 
reduction is NOT the true overall risk reduction, that applied only for the small % of people who 
actually got covid in the trial group of 40,000+ people.  A less than 1% ABSOLUTE risk 
reduction for covid if you took the covid vaccine.     

https://www.canadiancovidcarealliance.org/all/more-harm-than-good/ 

3.  VACCINE INJURIES GREATER IN THE VACCINATED PFIZER TRIAL GROUP (see 
same presentation from above): Additionally, besides the absolute risk reduction, the true risk 
reduction for covid, being only less than 1%, there were subsantially more adverse events in the 



trial, in the vaccinated group vs placebo group.  LET ME REPEAT THIS AGAIN.  THERE 
WERE SUBSTANTIALLY MORE ADVERSE EVENTS IN THE VACCINATED GROUP in 
the Pfizer trial.  6  months of Pfizer trial data showed 5,241 Related adverse events in the Pfizer 
vaccinated group, vs 1,311 Related adverse events in the Placebo (unvaccinated) group.  That is 
300% more related adverse events in the VACCINATED group vs the unvaccinated 
group.  300% MORE RELATED ADVERSE EVENTS in the VACCINATED PFIZER TRIAL 
GROUP!!!  As well as 75% more SERIOUS ADVERSE EVENTS in the Pfizer vaccinated 
group (262 serious adverse events in vaccinated group, vs 150 adverse events in the Placebo 
unvaccinated group).   

4.  95% of people who died with covid had an average of 4 comorbidities, and 85% of the people 
at risk for covid are 75 years and older.  This alone right there, should make you TURN DOWN 
THIS BILL IMMEDIATELY, YOUNG CHILDREN and anyone under 75 years old especially, 
should not be mandated to take this vaccine.  If the vaccine protects you, let that person make 
their own decision if they want to protect themselves, do not push this on young children or other 
people.  The vaccines do not prevent transmission, and do not prevent sickness.   

https://www.canadiancovidcarealliance.org/all/more-harm-than-good/ 

Respectfully a U.S. Citizen of the United States and born and raised in Hawaii, did you read and 
look at the presentation (link above) and watch the whole video please?   That is all I am asking, 
that you read the presentation/watch the video in its entirety.  Do not turn a blind eye to 
information please, before you make a decision on this bill.   

Shannon  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:06:07 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Makani Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To the Honorable Members of the Legislature, 

I am writing to strongly oppose House Bill 1118, which mandates that all children be fully 
vaccinated in order to attend school and eliminates religious accommodations for those who 
object to vaccination on religious grounds.  

While I fully acknowledge the importance of public health and the role vaccinations play in 
reducing the spread of preventable diseases, I firmly believe that HB1118 represents an 
overreach of government authority into the personal and religious freedoms of families. This bill 
fails to recognize the fundamental right of parents to make medical decisions for their children 
based on their personal, ethical, and religious beliefs. The elimination of religious 
accommodations would create an environment where families who have long-held religious 
convictions about vaccines are forced to choose between their children's education and their 
deeply held beliefs. 

Religious freedom is a cornerstone of our society, and it should be protected, not infringed upon. 
For many parents, the choice to not vaccinate their children is not a decision made lightly, but 
one rooted in their faith, their moral compass, and their understanding of the world. Forcing them 
to disregard these beliefs in order to comply with a one-size-fits-all mandate is unjust, harmful, 
and sets a dangerous precedent for further erosion of individual liberties. 

Moreover, HB1118 does not account for the varying medical conditions and personal health 
circumstances that may make vaccination unsafe for some children. Every child is different, and 
health decisions should be made in consultation with parents, healthcare providers, and, when 
appropriate, religious leaders. A mandate that does not take these individual needs into account 
risks causing harm to vulnerable children and families. 

By removing religious exemptions, this bill also undermines the trust between parents and the 
healthcare system, as it forces compliance rather than fostering understanding and dialogue about 
vaccination. It disregards the important role that religious convictions and personal health 
choices should play in the healthcare decisions of families. 

I urge you to reconsider the implications of HB1118 and to respect the rights of parents to make 
decisions in the best interests of their children without coercion. We must find a way to balance 
the needs of public health with the protection of religious freedom and parental rights. 



Thank you for your time and attention to this critical issue. 

Sincerely,   
Makani Kela  

  

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:10:09 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gauranga Anthony Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern,  

I am an American citizen born in Wahiawa, Hawaii as a Hindu and I fully believe that religious 
freedom should be granted to every American citizen which is one of the things the founders 
fought for. Do not pass this bill in the House rather it is time to fix our failing infrastructure, 
homelessness, rising crime and violence and the cost of living. Pass the bill that legalizes 
recreational cannabis while also making Government more efficient. Please do not take away our 
freedoms anymore.  
  

Sincerely,  

Gauranga 

 







  

### **Conclusion**   

In conclusion, I urge you to preserve religious exemptions for vaccines in schools. While public 
health is undeniably important, it must be balanced with the protection of fundamental rights, 
including religious freedom and parental autonomy. Removing these exemptions risks alienating 
religious communities, increasing homeschooling rates, and creating unnecessary legal conflicts. 
Instead, I recommend focusing on education and outreach to address vaccine concerns in a way 
that respects individual rights and beliefs.   

  

Thank you for considering my testimony.   

  

Sincerely 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:39:22 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Devan Wilhelm Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This goes against our rights as citizens to choose what we do with our bodies and what we put in 
our bodies.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:46:27 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Poakalani Rangel Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Poakalani Rangel and I oppose HB118. I believe in the freedom of choice for 
parents and physicians. I believe that safety comes first especially when children are involved. 
Unless vaccines are proven to be 100% safe and have zero side effects this law should not pass. 
The freedom of religious choice is a US citizen's right. If our religion supports NO vaccinations 
then you're taking away our rights by passing this bill. In conclusion I am against HB118 
because I believe in the freedom to choose what's right for the health of our children.  
Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:47:49 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephanie A Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I opposed HB1118, as a mother, the only one making medical decisions for my children are the 
parent/parents based on their beliefs/knowledge and not having to worry if they will make it into 
the school without jumping through hoops! No one should be forcing these vaccines on anyone 
let alone children just so they won't get denied education!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:57:57 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

valerie freitas Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We do not approve of this bill! It is our right to choose , not the government's.  We have strong 
beliefs against these vaccines, as thete is no proof they do no harm. The ingredients are such that 
we cannot in good faith put this into our or our child's body! 

 





  

 





individuals claiming religious exemptions has not been shown to pose a significant threat to 
community health. Advances in medicine, voluntary vaccination campaigns, and public 
education can address any concerns without resorting to coercive measures that alienate and 
penalize law-abiding citizens. 

In conclusion, HB1118 threatens the core values of freedom, diversity, and respect that define 
Hawaii. I respectfully urge you to vote against this bill and preserve the religious exemption for 
vaccine mandates in educational institutions. Let us uphold the rights of all residents to live 
according to their conscience while continuing to promote a healthy and thriving community. 

Mahalo for your consideration of this testimony and for your service to the people of Hawaii. 

Sincerely, 
Rachel Bailey 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:04:58 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ronnie Texeira Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Ronnie Texeira, and I am a board-certified obstetrician-gynecologist practicing in 
Kaneohe. I am submitting this testimony in strong support of HB1118 
 
Sincerely, 
Ronnie Texeira, MD 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:07:03 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Phil Davidson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It's truly disturbing the the length at which our state is actively pursuing to destroy our religious 
and medical freedoms. Anyone supporting HB1118 are no longer hiding the fact they are tyrants 
and should be removed from their political positions in the state and should stop seeking further 
positions in the future. Shame on you! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:10:21 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leslie Paez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aside from removing a religious right being unconstitutional. I oppose this bill because when 
someone has a sincerely held religious belief in which we trust, practice, and obey; it is 
unconstitutional for a government to decide wether that belief is "sincere" enough to not allow us 
to make a choice with our own bodies or our children.  
Hawaii is known for it's diversity in many aspects including religion, beliefs, and respect for 
each other and our cultures. Implementing this bill would not only go against what many 
religions believe but it also stands for the opposite oh what Hawaii stands for in supporting one 
another's beliefs.  
parents should have the right to practice their religion, beliefs and implement the practices that 
come with those religions freely as stated with constitutional law. I sincerely believe this bill 
should not pass and it should ultimately be up to parents and God what should be done with our 
children's bodies/medical decisions. Every decision made on this earth will one day be brought in 
front of God and we will have to explain as to why the decisions we made were made. And I 
cannot knowingly stay quiet about something that goes against my belief and not be held 
accountable for not speaking up on what God has placed in our hearts as wrong. Ultimately each 
and everyone of us will face judgement day, including those making this decision and removing 
the right to freely practice our beliefs. This bill should not pass and should be removed. 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:13:09 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jacque Yoshizumi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in opposition of HB1118. 

This bill goes against the US constitution and takes away our religious freedoms and choices. 
Please vote against HB1118. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:14:47 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Justin Rapoza Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this HB1118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:16:28 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nicole Kauwalu Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill!!!!! 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:18:05 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sheila Gage Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. Parents have the right to choose. And when there's a risk, there should be a 
choice. And yes, we don't approve of what these vaccines are made of. Our religious rights will 
be infringed upon should this become law. The vaccine schedule has gotten way out of control.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:19:48 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Allison christensen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha 

Fanilies of children in Hawaii and their physicians should be the only ones who decide on this 
matter. We should have the choice of which vaccines we would like to choose for our children 
some based on medical reasons or conditions. This is a very person health choice of individuals 
and should never be a mandate by the state.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:19:58 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rebecca Brown Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. The administration should not get a say in my children's vaccination 
status and it shouldn't impact their ability to go to school. Josh Green does not care about our 
freedom, he cares about a paycheck. I refuse to sit back silently while my children's 
health, safety, and freedom are being threatened. My children will not be science experiments for 
ever-changing vaccine formulas. My children will never again be  possible statistics for vaccine 
injuries. Regardless of the outcome of this bill, I will not comply and I will continue to do what I 
feel is best for my kids based on facts and my faith.  

Hawaii is our home. We should feel safe and heard at home. Please, let us keep our freedom and 
let us have a voice. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:20:46 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marlisa molina Individual Comments Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It is our Rights to make this decision regarding our children. I DO NOT AGREE WITH NOT 
HAVING THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE!  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:22:42 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristina Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The government don't have control over our children's body. This is our God givin right to not be 
mandated us to get our children vaccinated  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:24:04 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alex Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This Bill is absolutely ridiculous. Just another example of the corrupt liberal views that are 
destroying our state. People should have the right to choose what they want for their children. 
Not be forced to do things. This is an absolutely ridiculous bill and i strongly oppose this bill. 
Our state should be ashamed for even trying to pass this bill through.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:24:59 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kawehi Kaaialii Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I don't don't agree to having my child vaccinated for school !!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:25:56 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Arianna Scalera Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Arianna, I am an aunty of 23 nieces and nephews, 1 grand-nephew and 1 
grand-niece. I Oppose HB1118 HD1 on behalf of Hawaii's keiki. 

Mahalo! 

 





By removing non-medical exemptions, we will foster safer educational environments where all 
children can learn without the added risk of preventable illness. This policy will bring our 
community closer to achieving higher levels of immunization, which will help us protect future 
generations from outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases. 

I urge you to support this important bill and work to ensure that the health and safety of our 
children, teachers, and communities come first. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Michael Ching, MD, MPH, FAAP 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:33:28 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Taz Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 

 





By removing non-medical exemptions, we will foster safer educational environments where all 
children can learn without the added risk of preventable illness. This policy will bring our 
community closer to achieving higher levels of immunization, which will help us protect future 
generations from outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases. 

I urge you to support this important bill and work to ensure that the health and safety of our 
children, teachers, and communities come first. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Cherise Saito 

  

 





By removing non-medical exemptions, we will foster safer educational environments where all 
children can learn without the added risk of preventable illness. This policy will bring our 
community closer to achieving higher levels of immunization, which will help us protect future 
generations from outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases. 

I urge you to support this important bill and work to ensure that the health and safety of our 
children, teachers, and communities come first. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Jasmine Waipa, MD 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:39:37 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lichelle Fernando Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am against this bill. We should have a choice. There has been so many children directly 
affected by some of these vaccines, some have been life threatening, life altering or short term 
damages. The government should not be able to dictate whether a fellow human being receives a 
"vaccine". Our bodies are the lords temple!! We should be able to reserve the right to make our 
own choices. If it is argued that a teenager's brain is not developed enough to meaningfully 
consent to a relationship with an adult, why are we allowing this coercion to happen in this case? 
Why is this any different? This directly affects our children, they are shot up at birth, throughout 
their childhood.........now the government wants to leverage their education against them with 
this. Shame on anyone who is for this bill!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:40:54 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karyn Hopper Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, Chair! My name is Karyn Hopper and I am testifying against HB1118.  

As a parent, my job is to make choices for my children that are in their best interest--physically, 
spiritually, and emotionally. 

Taking away parental choice negates the parent's responsibility to make decisions that align with 
the families' religious convictions. Removing religious exemptions could force families to 
choose between their religious convictions and accessing education for their children. 

Please vote against this bill and uphold Hawaii's long tradition of parental and religious choice. 

Mahalo! 

  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:42:02 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position Testify 

Christopher_hyde@hotmail.com Individual Oppose Written 
Testimony Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong opposition to HB1118, which seeks to eliminate non-medical 
exemptions to immunization requirements. While I understand the importance of public health, 
this bill raises serious concerns regarding personal freedoms, informed consent, and parental 
rights. 

Medical decisions, including immunizations, should be made by families in consultation with 
their healthcare providers, not mandated by the government without consideration for individual 
beliefs or unique health circumstances. HB1118 removes this fundamental right by forcing 
compliance with a one-size-fits-all approach, disregarding legitimate concerns held by many 
families in our community. 

In a society that values diversity and personal autonomy, it is essential to protect the right to 
make informed medical choices without coercion. By eliminating non-medical exemptions, this 
bill unfairly penalizes families who, for religious, philosophical, or personal reasons, choose to 
delay or decline vaccinations. 

Moreover, there is no clear evidence that removing these exemptions would significantly 
improve public health outcomes, especially given existing high vaccination rates and the 
availability of alternative measures to protect vulnerable populations. Instead, HB1118 risks 
creating division, driving families away from public education, and undermining trust in the 
healthcare system. 

I respectfully urge you to vote NO on HB1118. Protecting public health and preserving 
individual rights are not mutually exclusive, and a more balanced approach is both possible and 
necessary. 

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration. 

 









 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:51:44 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roxanne Lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Roxanne Lee, and I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. As a mother and someone who has religious 
beliefs that do not align with the current vaccination schedule, this violates my parental rights to 
choose what is best for my family.  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. 

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:10:34 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

sara kimball Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose Bill 1118 because | believe in the fundamental right to medical freedom. 
Childhood illnesses play a natural role in strengthening the immune system, and removing non-
medical exemptions disregards parental choice in healthcare decisions.  Additionally, some 
vaccines have been developed using cell lines derived from aborted fetal tissue, which raises 
serious ethical and religious concerns for many individuals. This alone should warrant the 
continuation of religious exemptions. 

Furthermore, certain vaccines have not undergone long-term testing to fully assess their safety. 
The 1986 National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act granted manufacturers immunity from liability 
for vaccine-related injuries, meaning they are not held accountable for potential harm. 

Until vaccines are thoroughly tested and 

manufacturers are held responsible for any adverse effects, I cannot support a bill that forces 
medical procedures without the option for informed refusal. Bill 1118 strips parents and 
guardians of their right to make medical decisions based on their beliefs and concerns, and l urge 
lawmakers to reject it.  

  

I strongly oppose Bill 1118.  Childhood illnesses play a natural role in strengthening the immune 
system, and removing non-medical exemptions disregards parental choice in healthcare 
decisions.  

  

MANY vaccines have been developed using cell lines derived from aborted fetal tissue, which is 
absolutely against everything I believe in.  How can you say vaccines "protect" children while 
using aborted children as a means to the vaccines?This backwards thinking alone warrants the 
continuation of religious exemptions. 

MANY  vaccines have not undergone long-term testing to fully assess their safety. The 1986 
National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act granted manufacturers immunity from liability for 
vaccine-related injuries, meaning they are not held accountable for potential harm. 



Until vaccines are thoroughly tested and manufacturers are held responsible for any adverse 
effects, I cannot support a bill that forces medical procedures without the option for informed 
refusal. Bill 1118 strips parents and guardians of their right to make medical decisions based on 
their beliefs and concerns, and l urge lawmakers to reject it.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:11:42 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mark Healey Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly appose this bill for MANY reasons. It's unconstitutional and will be overturned. 
Vaccine safety is in question because it's not a one size firs all solution. Some children have 
horrible, long term side effects from them. Some vaccines have human DNA from aborted 
fetuses which is against my religion to participate in that. Look no further than the mandatory 
Covid -19 "vaccines"! Have you learned nothing?How many people died because they were 
coerced through government mandate to take it!?!? 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:12:40 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rita Takizawa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 as I believe it needs further discussion by all interested parties. I feel some 
rights may be taken away by individuals opposed to vaccinations that have not gone through 
stringent testing and data. My concern with this bill is that the government may be overstepping 
their power over an individual's right to choose and in what other areas are those in government 
going to want to control in their constituents lives?  More discussion on this matter, 
please!  Thank you. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:16:12 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Dyana L.K Ontai-

Machado Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To All Representatives, 

I oppose HB1118. This bill takes the rights away from parents on how to raise their children. 
This is complete government overreach. I am a Christian and I believe I have civil rights on what 
I put into my body. Christian parents also have that right to make the choice for their child. This 
is discrimination against any person who practice religion, not only Christians. Therefore, please 
vote no on this bill. 

Respectfully, 

Dyana Ontai-Machado, Ed.D. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:18:02 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Megan Nixon  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a mother of 2 school age children and I oppose this ridiculous bill 

 







I strongly urge you to vote NO on HB1118 and stand for parental rights, religious freedom, and 
medical choice. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony and for serving our great state as leaders. 
God bless you all!  

Sincerely, 
Jessica Gellert 
Mother of 4 
Wahiawa Resident 
  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:18:44 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Summer Yadao Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

President Trump signed an executive order not allowing any states to mandate vaccinations in 
schools. 

Try to make this an actual law and we will make sure it never happens to our keiki in Hawai'i. 

  

 









By removing non-medical exemptions, we will foster safer educational environments where all 
children can learn without the added risk of preventable illness. This policy will bring our 
community closer to achieving higher levels of immunization, which will help us protect future 
generations from outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases. 

I urge you to support this important bill and work to ensure that the health and safety of our 
children, teachers, and communities come first. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Michael H.T. Sia, MD, MPH 

Pediatrician 

Assistant Clinical Professor: Dept. of Pediatrics, John A. Burns School of Medicine 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:26:26 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roxanne T Jim Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee members: 

I am opposed to HB 1118 as it infringes on parents rights for religious exemptions for their 
child.  Whether public or private parents need to have the right to choose religious exemption - to 
make healthcare choices for their child(ren) that should not preclude participation in education 
programs.  Especially for the public school system, serving the general public, taking vaccines or 
not should not preclude a child from participating in the public school system. 

There are sides effects of vaccines that should not make them a requirement of school enrollment 
and participation.  Parents and families have the right of freedom of religion to abide by their 
faiths which may include exempting themselves from medical interventions.  Not allowing 
participation in public programs due to this choice to not vaccinate a child goes against freedom 
of religion. 

Please vote NO. 

Mahalo for reading this. 

Aloha, 

Roxanne Jim 

  

  

 





Sincerely, 

Jamie Omori 

 





For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo 
for your time and consideration. 
  
 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:27:40 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christian Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB 118, Vaccines don't carry the trust of the people like it used to, And as an American 
citizen I have a right to want what's best/safe for my child. 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:33:50 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kauionalani Mead Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am submitting my testimony in opposition of HB1118 on behalf of the voices of Hawaii that 
are trying to be silenced. If the slogan for abortion is "my body, my choice," then it should be the 
same for vaccines. Parents should be the ones making decisions on behalf of their children, it 
should not be a forced act on behalf of the government. This is stripping people of their freedom 
in a land that is supposed to be free. For Hawaiians that have been living in this land that was 
stolen from our people, this act will be like experiencing that same tragedy all over again.  
I am not in opposition of vaccines, I am in opposition of mandating them without a second 
thought and forcing them on our children because you can. This will be another reason for our 
people leave. Please do not do this. 

Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:34:24 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Daysha Mendes Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a parent and and a part of the fitness industry, I strongly oppose any bill that impedes on 
parent's right to choose if their child should be vaccinated or not. We all know what the Covid 
vaccine mandates did to this Country, and it was based on lies. No more of this! Shame on you, 
Josh Green! 

 





Schools are environments that should celebrate diversity, including religious diversity. By 
offering exemptions, we not only uphold the rights of students to follow their beliefs but also 
create a space where students of all faiths can feel welcome and respected. It is a reflection of the 
values of inclusion and mutual respect that we cherish as a society. 

  

In conclusion, religious exemptions in schools are not just about giving students the ability to 
opt out of certain requirements. They are about preserving our constitutional right to religious 
freedom. By supporting religious exemptions, we can ensure that schools remain spaces of 
learning, respect, and fairness for all students, regardless of their faith.   

Thank you 

 





Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Anastacia Thomas 
4271 Independence Loop, Kapolei Hi 96707 
anastaciaanisa@gmail.com 
(808) 225-7422 

  

 

mailto:anastaciaanisa@gmail.com




3. The Importance of Medical Choice: 

Vaccination is a personal and complex decision that should involve informed consent. Every 
individual and family has unique health concerns and should be empowered to make decisions 
based on their needs. Eliminating exemptions could lead to unintended consequences, as people 
may be forced into making medical decisions that contradict their values or health needs, 
potentially leading to harm or distress. 

  

4. Potential for Overreach: 

HB1118 represents a troubling step toward government overreach into personal healthcare 
decisions. If we allow the government to mandate vaccinations without respecting religious 
exemptions, where do we draw the line? This bill sets a dangerous precedent for future 
legislation that could further erode personal freedoms and autonomy in the medical field. 

  

Conclusion: 

I strongly urge you to reject HB1118 and protect the rights of individuals to make their own 
informed medical decisions, including maintaining religious exemptions. Vaccination should 
remain a personal choice, and it is essential that our laws respect the freedoms of all citizens to 
follow their religious convictions and protect their bodily autonomy. 

  

Thank you for considering my testimony. I hope you will act in favor of protecting individual 
rights and religious freedoms. 

  

Sincerely, 

Jessica Webb 

Mililani Resident 

540-840-1051 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:48:32 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sydney Woolery Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My body, My choice! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:48:32 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Erin Austin Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118. Have you thought of the legal ramifictions not just from violating 
contitutional rights, but HIPPA AND FERPA. 

What about my body my choice? 

The second ammmendment? 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:48:35 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gary Kawamura Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposed to HB1118. I believe that we have a right to choose for our children what should 
go into their body.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:50:18 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynn Blomfield Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:51:16 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lila Marantz Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Legislators, 

I frequently hear the slogan "my body, my choice". Hawaii has has codified "reproductive 
freedom" i.e. the right to obtain an abortion for any reason, at any time. Is it not possible to allow 
parents to keep the right to abstain from vaccinating their children when they have a religious 
right to do so?  

HB1118 would eliminate our constitution right to practice our religious faith, set a bad 
precedent, and violate rules you have on the books supposedly protecting our bodily rights.  

Please vote down this bill. 

Lila Marantz 96813/96744 

  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:51:19 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gabrielle Daugherty Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

On behalf of my family, I oppose bill 1118 and would be incredibly disappointed if it passes. 
Religious freedom is of utmost importance and having that right taken away would force our 
family to consider moving out of state.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:53:39 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Candace Williams Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments: As an American citizen and mother, I absolutely oppose HB1118 as it is a direct 
infringement on my First Amendment right to exercise religious freedom. Also, I have multiple 
children. To allow existing religious exemptions for my school-aged children but not allow 
exemptions for my younger children when they become school-aged is wrong and I strongly 
oppose this. 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:54:11 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Likeke Landford Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To All;  

    I oppose this bill as it violates my constitutional rights.  I have every right to chose what i put 
into my body. No one should be told what to do with there bodies. 

Aloha 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:54:45 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cheslei Akima Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support my keiki having to take vaccines just to go school. Can you imagine how many 
people will end up homeschooling their kids because of a vaccine that could possibly decline our 
children's health or even kill them. It should be a decision that my family and our physician 
makes.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:55:31 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

STEPHEN A. MARTIN Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSED  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:56:29 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brittney Dano  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Brittney oppose this bill. I'm not for ANTI vac or Vac that isn't the problem! The problem is 
NOT giving US parents a choice for our own KEIKI. They are our kids which means we should 
100% have a say on what goes into their bodies or not!!!! This is literally insane that this bill is 
even brought up. This is seriously sick and evil and I do not support this bill AT ALL!!!!!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:56:45 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brianna Ansley Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern I vehemently oppose Bill HB1118. I believe every parent must have 
the right to make medical decisions regarding vaccines for their children and it should not affect 
whether they can receive an education for their children as a result of that choice. We should all 
have the right of body autonomy whether that means someone chooses to have themselves or 
their children vaccinated, partially vaccinated or not vaccinated at all. This should be a personal 
informed choice and decision. Not a decision mandated by our government.  
  

Mahalo, 

Brianna Ansley 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:57:20 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Naoko DeCosta Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 
Because this bill is obviously against the National Constitution 1st Amendment, freedom of 
religion. The government cannot establish a national religion or prohibit the free practice of 
religion.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:58:14 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Angela dail Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HB1118 

  

I oppose this measure, I believe this goes against our constitutional rights to choose what we do 
with our bodies, and we should not make parents choose between schooling and individual 
religious beliefs. Please oppose this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:58:45 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ashley Caporoz Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

" 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to HB1118, which mandates vaccines for children 
in schools. While I recognize the importance of public health, this bill directly infringes upon 
fundamental religious freedoms and constitutional rights that must be protected. 

First, the First Amendment of the U.S. 

Constitution guarantees the free exercise of religion. For many families, vaccination decisions 
are deeply tied to religious beliefs, and forcing compliance disregards these sincerely held 
convictions. The government should not compel individuals to violate their faith in order for 
their children to access education. 

Second, this bill raises significant constitutional concerns regarding personal liberty and parental 
rights. The Supreme Court has long upheld that parents have the primary authority in making 
medical decisions for their children. HB1118 undermines this principle by imposing a one-size-
fits-all mandate that disreaards individual  

circumstances and medical autonomy. 

Public health policies should respect both science and individual rights. Rather than imposing 
mandates, policymakers should support informed consent, medical and religious exemptions, and 
parental choice in healthcare decisions. 

I urge you to oppose HB1118 and uphold the constitutional and religious freedoms that are 
foundational to our country. 

Thank you for your time and consideration." 

-Chad 

I agree with this statement and believe in this view. I oppose this bill for all the same reasons. - 
Ashley Caporoz 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:02:31 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cari Sasaki Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a medical professional licensed in the State of Hawaii and I STRENUOUSLY OPPOSE this 
bill. To suggest that people should obey the government over obeying God is hubris. God, who 
created our bodies, knows better than politicians how they work and what we should put in them. 
I hold two science degrees and a doctorate. I have always been pro-vaccine and when my 
hospital was offered the COVID vaccine in late 2020, I signed up to receive it. But when I was 
contacted to schedule an appointment to get the vaccine, God spoke to me and told me not to get 
it. At the time I didn't understand why, but obeyed. Now we have mountains of evidence, 
VAERS data, and peer-reviewed studies showing just how ineffective and harmful the COVID 
vaccines are. Other states are banning vaccines and Hawaii is still trying to mandate them. There 
is mounting evidence that most, if not all, of our vaccines cause more harm than previously 
reported. Why are we trying to ramrod this through when nationally we are beginning to question 
vaccine safety? Our children are our most precious resource. We should not be injecting them 
with substances that cause harm and we definitely shouldn't be trampling all over religious 
liberty in order to do so. If you believe that God is real, then you must trust that He knows all 
things better than we do. Please VOTE NO on HB1118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:06:36 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brody santiago Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I don not support. Born and raised in Maui my whole life. We should be able to choose for our 
children. Not the government  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:06:55 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aldarah Kumura Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill does not support the constitutional rights of Americans and leads us into dictatorship of 
freedoms. Please do not pass this bill. As a native Hawaiian and mother of two, this gravely 
impacts my family and families across the state. Your intentions may seem right, but those 
affected by this will be wronged. Please protect our Keiki and freedoms as Americans and 
Kanaka of our Aina. Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:07:15 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephen Lally Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it.may concern, 

  

The people of Hawaii should be the ones voting on this not you guys. If this passes the state of 
Hawaii will not stand for it. I and  many , many others oppose this bill and do not want it to pass. 
Please cancel it or be looking for new jobs soon. Thank you. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:07:53 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Albert Ainuu Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill HB1118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:09:25 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Katja Bajema Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Honorable chair, vice chair and committee members, 

Thank you for your time and the opportunity to express my strong OPPOSITION against 
HB1118. I am a wife, a mother, a Christian and most importantly an AMERICAN citizen. I 
became a citizen through the naturalizatin process and I love this country, what it stands for and 
it's constitution. This country believes in presonal freedom and personal responsibility. Our 
freedom is protected in the constitition, and religious freedom specifically. Passing this bill will 
go AGAINST THOSE FREEDOMS. 

It is very disheartening to see how Hawaii is fighting so hard, especially our governor, Dr. 
Green, to take freedom away. As the nation is starting to discuss vaccines on a grand scale and 
science, or the lack therof, HI is pushing several vaccine bills through the legislature. This 
creates a lot of distrust of the government. People are paying attention to what you are doing. 
WE THE PEOPLE are telling you to not take our right away. Do not take our right to express our 
sincerely held beliefs around vaccines away. We are telling you loudly, make the right decision 
and listen to the people who you work for, the people who elected you just recently. You work 
for us, not for Dr. Green! 

I urge you to vote against HB1118. 

Thank you, 

Katja Bajema 

 







https://www.theepochtimes.com/vaccinated-at-higher-risk-of-serious-adverse-events-reanalysis-of-original-trial-data_4707356.html
https://www.theepochtimes.com/vaccinated-at-higher-risk-of-serious-adverse-events-reanalysis-of-original-trial-data_4707356.html
https://www.theepochtimes.com/exclusive-fda-refuses-to-provide-key-covid-19-vaccine-safety-analyses_4722586.html
https://www.theepochtimes.com/exclusive-fda-refuses-to-provide-key-covid-19-vaccine-safety-analyses_4722586.html




Bhattacharjee et al.'s study provides compelling evidence of immune dysregulation in individuals 
with chronic illness post-COVID-19 vaccination, including altered T cell populations, EBV 
reactivation, autoantibody production, and persistent spike antigenemia. While the findings 
warrant further investigation, they raise important questions about the mechanisms underlying 
prolonged post-vaccination symptoms. Future research should focus on validating these 
biomarkers, exploring therapeutic interventions, and refining vaccine strategies to minimize 
adverse immune responses. 

  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:14:06 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chalsea Sadorra Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

WE THE PEOPLE DO NOT SUPPORT HB1118. 

IT SHOULD BE THE PARENTS TO MAKE THESE KIND OF DECISIONS FOR THEIR 
CHILDREN, NOT THE GOVERNMENT. 

STOP TAKING AWAY THE PEOPLE'S RIGHTS AND FOCUS/DO WHAT'S BETTER FOR 
THE ISLAND. TAKE CARE OF THE PEOPLE, NOT GO AGAINST THE PEOPLE. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:14:14 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

L Toriki Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE HB1118 and SB1437 (related bill).   

This is gross government overreach and a blatant violation of our individual rights and freedoms 
given to us through our Constitution and by God. 

If this bill is pushed through, I can guarantee there will be years of costly litigation of which our 
State cannot afford and for which the outcome will be in the people's favor based on our 
Constitution.   

Why would our "elected" officials want to put our State through this? What gives our "elected" 
officials the right to interfere with parental decisions??  Who benefits montetarily from all these 
bills being put forth this session regarding vaccinations?????  Any "elected" official who votes in 
favor of this or similar bills clearly is not doing this for the benefit of the people. 

Passing this bill would be tomfoolery at its finest!!!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:14:15 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leinaala Tuifua Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Why are you trying to TELL me what I can and cannot do with my children? That's between the 
Dr. My child and myself. I OPPOSE THIS BILL!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:14:30 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shayla Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:14:45 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Avery Dail Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this. I believe this goes against our constitutional rights of free choice. As humans, with 
many different beliefs and religions, we deserve to choose what we do or do not do to our bodies. 
This would take that away, forcing people to comply with something they do not believe in, or 
force them to sacrifice schooling and/or work opportunities. I myself am able to go to college 
because this exists. If it did not, I wouldn't be graduating in a couple months. I wouldn't have 
been able to experience some of the most pivotal years of my life, and probably would never get 
my dream job. I oppose this because I know there are others out there like me that want to be 
able to maintain their free will, and choose what they do with their bodies in accordance with 
their beliefs. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:15:49 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Salamasina Benedicto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong opposition to Bill HB1118, which mandates that all children in 
Hawaii receive a full schedule of vaccines in order to attend school. As a parent of two children, 
both of whom is unvaccinated, I am deeply concerned about this bill and its implications on our 
rights and freedoms. 

Firstly, the decision to vaccinate should be a personal one, made by parents who know their 
children best. It is our responsibility to weigh the risks and benefits and to make informed 
choices that align with our family's health beliefs and practices. By mandating vaccinations, the 
government is overstepping its boundaries and infringing upon our right to make autonomous 
decisions about our children's health. 

Secondly, education is a fundamental right that should not be conditional upon medical 
procedures. Every child deserves access to free and public education, regardless of their 
vaccination status. This bill, by imposing mandatory vaccinations, effectively denies 
unvaccinated children this right. It is unjust to exclude children from educational opportunities 
based on their medical choices. 

Furthermore, it is essential to recognize that vaccine schedules are not one-size-fits-all. The 
current vaccine schedule includes a higher number of vaccines than ever before, and many 
parents, including myself, have legitimate concerns about the long-term effects and cumulative 
impact on our children's health. My children, who are currently unvaccinated, are thriving and 
perfectly healthy. This anecdotal evidence should not be discounted when considering the 
necessity of mandatory vaccination. 

Moreover, mandating vaccines can erode trust between the public and healthcare providers. It is 
vital to maintain an environment where open dialogue and voluntary consent are prioritized. 
Coercion through legislation does not foster trust and may lead to increased resistance and 
skepticism toward vaccinations and the medical community. 

In conclusion, I urge you to vote against Bill HB1118. Parents should have the freedom to make 
informed health decisions for their children without government interference. Education should 
remain accessible to all children, regardless of their vaccination status. Let us respect individual 
rights and prioritize voluntary consent over coercive mandates. 

Thank you for considering my testimony. 



 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:16:03 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brandonlee Ellis-Rivera Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a parent of a child who attends public school I oppose this bill because I feel it is unfair and 
unconstitutional for the state to determine if my child has to get mandatory vaccines just to 
attend school. It goes against my and many others personal as well as religious beliefs as a parent 
and as a citizen of the United States. We use the term "Land of the free" but choose to want to be 
a state that wants to force its people to do such things by trynna make it to law. I find this bill as 
a personal attack upon our children and therefore I Brandonlee Ellis-Rivera oppose this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:16:46 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tricia Rocillo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose "HB1118" I have children who are school age. We not allow any sort of injection 
and that is our religions belief as well as constitutional right. I believe all children deserve the 
same opportunity to go to school in the United States, regardless of their religion and beliefs. 

-Tricia Rocillo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:17:01 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tennille kanahele Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose hb1118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:18:41 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Blake Caporoz  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly Oppose! No child should be left behind regardless or religion! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:19:34 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Botello Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

Have we not learned any lessons from the Covid Era?  Companies were held liable for backpay 
for firing employees who refused the vaccine but the state is going right back to mandating 
children be vaccinated to attend school.  Do not put pressure on families to vaccinate their 
children, it is wrong. 

Do not remove religious or other non-medical exemptions.  Provide more options for families, 
not less. 

Families with seriously immunocompromised children will need to make more stringent 
decisions regarding their children but it should not involve unreasonable accommodations that 
violate the bodily autonomy of others.  This is wrong. 

Other accommodations could be made but this is the 5% dictating what the 95% must do when it 
should be the reverse.  Reasonable accommodations do not include forced vaccination to go to 
school that I pay for with my taxes. 

I see no provision for allocating educational funds to follow each child.  This would at least give 
parents more options on where to send their children.  The only thing I see is forcing people to 
do what the legislators want them to do and ignoring the outcry of opposition.  I expect that you 
will pass this bill regardless of how many residents oppose it.  The legislature passes what it 
wants and ignores the will of the people. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:21:05 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laurie M. Lawson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill raises serious constitutional concerns. This was not addressed by the DOE-and needs to 
be. It has been rushed through the legislature-there needs to be more time to discuss this bill.  
The impact will hurt those who for deeply held religious beliefs oppose mandatory vaccination.  
  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:22:29 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynette Honda Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE HB1118 HD1. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:23:45 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gina Small Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is total government interference in the freedom of citizens to choose what is best for them 
and their family. stop trying to control every aspect of our lives because you think you know 
what is best for us. You are shamed because of what our government has forcibly done to people 
in the past and don't see that you are doing it here yourselves. Vaccines are not 100% safe, no 
medication is, and you should be liable for all injuries if you pass this bill.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:24:47 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

denise woods Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I want to express my strong disapproval of this bill. Many vaccines on the childhood vaccine 
schedule have never been tested against a placebo, we do not know how safe these are for 
children. Furthermore, our right to refuse vaccination and medication we take is what separates 
us from being animals that are owned like livestock. To be free people in a free country we need 
the right to refuse to be injected with anything. Particularly when that substance is developed by 
companies who contribute to the political campaigns of our politicians. I'm speaking to you, Mr. 
Green, and countless others of you. I realize that you are beholden to the companies and 
industries that market these medications. Trying to eliminate the option to refuse these 
medications reeks of corruption.  
  

Please do not support this bill. Those that do are complicit in stripping US citizens of freedom, 
and likely complicit in deep corruption and should be investigated.  
  

Thank you.  
  

Denise Woods 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:25:29 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

GEORGE ROSS Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a retired physician in the state of Hawaii, I support this bill to repeal Non-Medical 
Exemptions for School Vaccinations.  For a vaccine program to be most effective it is essential 
that the greatest number of individuals possible be vaccinated to assure herd immunity. 
Consequently, this protects not only those having vaccinations, but also those in our community 
who cannot be vaccinated due to an immunocompromised state. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:25:41 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Connie Moore Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill and urge you to vote NO. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:26:58 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jamie M. Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose the HB 1118 because its goes against the constitution.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:27:43 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Glen Kagamida Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

STRONGLY OPPOSE ! ! !  

Do you know that NONE of the childhood vaccines have been safety tested?!  And that some 
vaccines contain mercury, aluminum and other metals.  And that childhood vaccines are 
suspected to cause sudden infant death syndrom (SIDS), autism, ADD, ADHD and others. 

Special programs should be created for the "medically fragile children" to keep them safe rather 
than endagering the majority of children with potentially dangerouse vaccines. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:27:52 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth German Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I believe it is wrong to deny children the right to education based on their vaccination status - 
which is a personal choice that should be made by the child's parents, not by the state or federal 
government. I oppose this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:28:12 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Noela von Wiegandt Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I oppose HB1118.  This is in Violation of The Constitutional First Amendment.  You took an 
Oath to protect The Constitution of The United States of America. Please honor your Oath. 
Thank you. 

Noela von Wiegandt 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:28:25 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nalani Enos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

These are not your kids and this is not your choice! Hawaii continues to stretch and take away 
more rights. You work for us... you should represent our wishes! Do your job and kill this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:28:28 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

tiana lolotai Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a mother of six children who will do everything in my power to protect my children. I 
strongly oppose HB1118! If we take out the huge topic of science of the pros and cons of 
vaccinations we can go at it all day. The biggest issue that I see here is this bill goes against our 
very own constitution, taking away our Medical Freedom. Where there is a risk there should 
always be a choice not the govenments choice.  
  

What happened to "my body my choice"?! Why does that only apply to certain topics? I strongly 
oppose this bill and I pray you all soften your heart and do the right thing. Let us continue to 
stand by our constitutional rights and keep our medical freedom, religious beliefs, and freedom 
of choice.  
  

Thank you!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:30:30 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Beloved Tamafuta  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am disagree with this bill because I believe, we as parents  have the CHOICE, and also have 
full consent of what is allowed in our school systems, it's our children that attends these schools 
on a daily basis, leaving our homes knowing that the teachers and staff is taking full 
responsibility and being accountable for not only what is being taught but also their well being at 
schools, it's not right to have children vaccinated by force without any consent under any 
circumstances no matter what the reason may be... Without us the people, there will be none of 
you that are in office today as Mayor, Governor etc.. Do the right thing according to our rights as 
lawful citizens of this great state of Hawaii!! 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:31:16 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tony Dail Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This law cannot happen.  It completely goes agains the First Ammendment passed in 1789 
stating congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
exercise thereof;... If our religious rights are protected and our religious beliefs prohibit 
vaccinations how can Hawaii set in place a law like this?  It also goes against the fourteenth 
ammendment, section 1. 

We, as people of this free state/country have the right to determine how to best raise and protect 
our children.  The state has no right to dictate that process! 

I vehemently oppose this move and hope many others here in the beautiful state of Hawaii do so 
as well.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:32:13 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leah Thornbrue Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I stand in opposition to HB1118. Using our government to coerce individuals into receiving 
medical treatments against their will is both morally and legally wrong. The intention of this bill 
is to keep people from using their free will to determine what medical procedures to give their 
children. Whether or not to vaccinate is a highly personal decision, and even if this legislature 
believes vaccines are good, they do not have the authority to make that decision for 
anyone besides themselves. There are many instances where you, our lawmakers, have stood in 
defense of bodily autonomy, and we thank you for that. This issue is no different. No child 
should be discriminated against based on his/her parents choice of medical interventions. 

You state that this is to protect a small number of immunocompromised students. However, you 
are not protecting the students who are unvaccinated by excluding them. I believe we are creative 
enough and compassionate enough to find solutions for everybody. Thank you for your time and 
efforts to secure a bright future for our keiki.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:33:04 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Emily Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please protect our children and our constitutional rights to religious freedom. Keep the religious 
exemptions to mandated vaccinations in schools as 46 other states have done. Mandates on 
medical products are oppressive and illiberal. For products with risk, there must be informed 
choice. I strongly oppose this bill, as it is a violation of our constitutional rights and I urge others 
to do the same.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:34:52 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Raynell Koverman Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to strongly oppose HB1118 as it violates fundamental constitutional rights and 
religious freedoms. As a concerned citizen, I firmly believe that government should not compel 
individuals to act against their faith in order to access education for their children. 

It's deeply troubling that this bill raises several constitutional concerns, especially regarding 
personal liberty and parental rights. Parents, more than anyone else, have the primary authority 
to make medical decisions for their children. HB1118 undermines this essential duty and the 
family's role in these critical decisions. 

Compelling parents to follow mandates that conflict with their religious beliefs is an 
infringement on their personal liberties. It is not just a matter of principle but a serious 
encroachment on our individual rights enshrined in the Constitution.  

I urge you to consider the broader implications of this bill and its potential to erode the 
foundation of religious freedom and personal liberty. Rejecting HB1118 is necessary to protect 
the rights of all citizens and preserve the integrity of parental authority in making informed and 
conscientious decisions for their children. 

Thank you for considering my perspective on this important matter. I trust you will stand against 
HB1118 and support the constitutional rights and freedoms that we hold dear. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:37:45 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lorrie Carr Ohashi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I respectfully submit this testimony in opposition of HB1118 which attempts to deny religious 
exemption against vaccination for public school children. 
  

The U.S. 2024 election results showed an overwhelming desire by the American people to 
support and protect our constitutional republic. 
While the rest of our nation moves forward in support of constitutional rights, and personal and 
religious freedoms for our citizens, why are you once AGAIN proposing a previously failed bill 
that seeks to push our state backwards and deny religious freedom? 

This morning's local news headline claims we are facing a shortage of hospital beds here as 
hospitalization rates are way above pre-pandemic numbers. 

Why is it that the more you push vaccinations and the more the people comply here in Hawaii 
the sicker  our population becomes? 

This is a question that you should be asking yourselves rather than pushing your 
unconstitutional agenda on the people . 
  

We the people want the right to fair and balanced information so that we may continue to make 
informed decisions for ourselves and our families.  If a person's religion prevents them from 
taking a vaccine, then you must honor that decision not threaten them and take it away from 
them. 

You have seen the people show up in large numbers, hearing after hearing to voice their 
concerns and opposition to this bill.  start listening to us rather than trying to force a partisan 
agenda upon us. 

You work for us not the other way around. 

You cannot take away our Religious freedom, nor  the right to make choices about our own body 
and health.  That is not the role of government. 



We  the people urge you to listen to the mandate of the American people and vote against any 
bill that would take away our constitutional rights or silence our religious freedom. 

Please stand with us against HB1118. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:40:25 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Danielle Porter Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I absolutely oppose this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:40:35 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kapua Castro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha chair my name is Kapuaalii Castro and I testify in OPPOSITION to HB1118. This bill 
would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice and long-
standing personal religious freedoms which is against our American constitution. Removing 
religious exemptions could force families to choose between faith and accessing educaiton. For 
myself personally, my first daughter was negatively affected by vaccinations (she is now 8) 
which led my husband and myself to opt against them for our second child (now 5 months old) 
While public health is imporyant, policies should also respect individual's religious 
freedoms.  For these reasons I testify in opposition to bill HB1118. Mahalo for your time.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:40:36 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shirley Simao Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118, repealing non-medical exemptions to immunizations, as I believe the 
bill  violates religious freedoms guaranteed by the US Constituion and would cause costly legal 
repercussions to the State. 

As an American, taxpayer, and grandmother of shool-age children, I believe parents should 
continue to express their religious beliefs and not be forced to comply with unnecessary 
government overreach. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:41:20 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jasmin McCracken Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I STRONGLY OPPOSE this bill. 

It is wrong to not offer children education based on their religious practice.   

You should never be forced to take a medical product in order to receive any kind of public 
services! 

It is wrong to take away family's right to choose what's best for their family. 

It is wrong to force vaccines on someone who's body may react adversely to it. 

Everyone has the right to medical freedom. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

Sincerely, 

Jasmin McCracken 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:42:15 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Courtney Kaneakua  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm a mom of 3 young children, my husband and I have chosen not to immunize for many 
reasons namely our religion. The key word there is CHOICE, they are our children we have a 
responsibility for them to do what we feel is best for them. Taking away this choice from parents 
that will affect their education options will cripple the school system statewide. We stand as 
many strongly opposing this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:43:15 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelii Simmons Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118. This Bill should not be passed. It takes away our rights as Citizens of the 
United States of America.  
  

Each Parent(s) and Family should have the Freedom of Religion to choose if their child or 
children should be vaccinated or not in order to attend any School in Hawaii -  Private, Public or 
Charter here in the State of Hawaii. It is our right to stand firm in belief of our religion. And if 
vaccine(s) is not within accordance to our beliefs then The State of Hawaii or City and County of 
Hawaii should not be allowed to enforce our compliance as a requirement for our child or 
children to have access to education.  
Mahalo  
  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:43:19 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kalahikiola Costales Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is a parents right and it should be the parents choice wether they want to vaccinate or not. 
This should never be mandatory. The government wants so much control that they dont want to 
give us (we the people who it affects) a say. & that's bogus. Do better.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:47:00 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

JOHN L PANG Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill on multiple levels. I do understand the importance of vaccines as a 
health care provider but mandating the Covid vaccine which modifies our mRNA is not like 
other vaccines that supplement our bodies normal immune response. This is modifying the 
original version of our creation. No court, legislative nor executive order has the right to do this. 
The consequences we don't yet know. A Pandemic does necessitate emergency action but we are 
no longer in a pandemic. When the pharmacodynamic definition of vaccines are restored to what 
they used to be (immune response stimulators) rather than DNA modifiers, I object to bypassing 
current checks and balances within our legislative process to railroad a bill that is bypasses the 
foundational principles of our constitution. If the majority of Americans do not support this, who 
are you to say you know best? Only our Creator knows best.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:49:42 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Matt Smith Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Government should not be allowed to override the legitimate non-violent beliefs of its citizens 
especially when it comes to being forced to pit drugs into their bodies. 

Thats what authoritatrian societies do, . 

Vote no on this bill for many reasons, not the least of which is its an infringement on personal 
rights our country was founded on. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:50:00 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Toni L-Lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

No one has the right to force any type of medical procedures on me.  My body, my choice.  My 
right to religious freedom and my beliefs are guaranteed by the constitution.  This bill is 
unconstitutional and needs to be stopped. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:50:57 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Theresa Shelby Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I strongly oppose HB1118 HD1 as it appears to remove parental rights, religious 
freedoms and is an over-reach of government that will not accomplish it's purpose of protecting 
all keiki.    

Mahalo for your consideration, 

Theresa Shelby 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:51:24 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joslyn Hanson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have 
from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in 
your body and in your spirit, which are God's. 1 Corinthians 6 NKJV 

Who is anyone to judge the conviction of the Holy Spirit other than God himself? The price was 
the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will not be 
mocked. A few years ago, governor Green accused the local community of anti-semitic fueled 
hatred towards himself and his family. How is this bill not an attack on the family of Jesus 
Christ? For the gentiles were grafted in to the family of Jews, through Jesus and the shedding of 
his blood. Jesus told his disciples that he must go, so that the helper may come; the Holy Spirit. 
He explained that the Holy Spirit would be our advocate. I strongly oppose this bill which 
discriminates against people upholding religious exemptions from forced coercion, compliance 
and vaccinations.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:51:25 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Angie Dail Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I as a resident of Hawaii i wish to submit a testimony for the right to uphold an individuals 
religious belief. In our constitiution we are provided this right and it is without argument to how 
we hold our religious beliefs aside from those that would violate the laws of our land and this is 
not one of those. Please keep the vaules of a family to a family. 

Thank you 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:52:11 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Vanessa Y Thomas Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I opposed to this bill due to the fact that it goes against what the our country was build on having 
freedom of religion. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:53:54 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Pamela Vera Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I STRONGLY OPPOSE this bill which will take away the rights of families to decide for 
themselves if their child should recieve a (or any) vaccines.   Vaccines are NOT one size fits all... 
there are SO many factors to consider, besides religion.   As a person who has severe allergies 
and had adverse reactions to many products, I can not imagine forcing ALL children to take a 
vaccine in order to attend school.    

It seems to be the Overreach of government to Demand/Require so many things now that 
SHOULD be left for individuals to determine for themselves.   My body, My choice...  I can't 
imagine keeping a child from Learning...unable to attend educational classes because they won't 
take medication....  

Please, I urge you to Oppose this bill.   Let us parents continue to make choices for the health 
and well being of our keiki. 

  

Respectfully, 

Pamela Vera 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:56:06 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diane Kitahara Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Do NOT take away our First Amendment right of religious freedom. 
Where there is risk, there must be choice! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:56:53 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leina f Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

If my child will still spread disease or sickness with or without the vaccine, we the parents, 
should not be forced to make our children take vaccines. It should be a parents choice if they 
want their kids to be vaccinated or take any shots. This is a violation to our constitutional rights 
as well as parental rights. I did not have a child so that the government could tell me what I can 
and cannot do as a parent. Especially if it's not harming the child or anyone else. If the 
government has the power to tell parents what to do. If th government has a say on how we raise 
our children, then the government should pay as child support. I Leina Fisher is very much 
agaisnt HB1118 . I truely believe I, as well as many other parents will be forced to home school 
our children, which will have a decline in numbers for our local/public schools, and eventually 
public school will close down because of this lack of participation as well as funding. This will 
be a huge mistake if HB 1118 passes. Wether it passes or not, parents who feel strongly against 
vaccinations will STILL not make their children get it.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:56:57 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nash Witten Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a Family Physician, I strongly support HB 1118, which would repeal the non-medical 
exemption from immunization requirements. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:57:07 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shane Kitahara Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Do NOT take away our First Amendment right of religious freedom. 
Where there is risk there must be choice! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:58:47 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Jr Tupai Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Jr Tupa'i, and I testify in opposition to HB1118.  

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long standing personal and religious freedoms.  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights.  

For these reasons I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 
Aloha  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:03:47 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ashlee Miyashiro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Freedom of choice? What happened to that. It is up to the children's parents & family physician 
if we would like our child to be poked with poison or not. To mandate it to go to school and have 
an education for the future? How crazy is that! You are trying every which way to kill off our 
children, our future! Let this be a choice! Just like you have the choice to wake up every morning 
and take vitamins or not, let vaccines be a choice! Promote healthy living, not this poison bull.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:04:26 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Darrin W. Scott Jr. Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I, Darrin W. Scott Jr., am opposed to infringing upon anyone's constitutional rights. I defended 
against this very issue while serving in the military. Having wronged us, the federal government 
is now offering reinstatement and full back pay for everyone who had to separate due to the 
vaccine mandate. What you are doing here is even worse; you are forcing vaccination on our 
children as well as anyone who wishes to pursue higher education. Again this is ridiculous 
that we are even having this conversation, this is the land of the free. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:06:08 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Richard Kelway Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly object to this bill. Removing the religious exemption for child immunization is in 
direct conflict with my freedom of religion rights guaranteed to me under the first amendment of 
the United States Constitution. Immunization conflicts with my bona fide religious tenets and 
practices. 
Furthermore, this measure appears to be in direct contradiction to the American Indian Religious 
Freedom Act 1978, which was enacted to return basic civil liberties and relious freedoms to 
previously marginalized groups, including the native Hawaiian people. Religious practices are 
varying amongst native groups, but general consensus is for body autonomy (i.e.: the 
Government should not be dictating on issues such as abortion or vaccines). Regardless of the 
efficacy and positive impact of certain vaccines, it should remain a choice of the people, and not 
contradict religious freedom, guaranteed by the US constitution. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:06:09 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tamarin McCartin Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Vaccines are vital to public health and saving lives. So many people - mainly children - suffer 
and even die unnecessarily from the politicization of vaccines. I support this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:08:16 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aysiah Kim Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

JHA 

1118 HB RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO IMMUNIZATION 
REQUIREMENTS 

IN OPPOSITION  

Hello, my name is Aysiah Kim and I am testifying against Bill 1118 HB. 
  

Reasons being that I believe the parents know whats best for their own children and should be 
the only ones to make such a decision for them. I believe to make vaccinations mandatory pulls 
away from our freedom of choice and belief it's unethical given that every person has different 
religious beliefs. Some people may have medical situations where certain vaccinations may 
affect them such as my children with autoimmune diseases.  
  

Ultimately this Bill takes away freedom of choice from parents and families of all Hawai'i 
children, in which involves their health and their religious and medical situations. A choice that 
does not belong to the state regarding our children, and only belongs to the families who know 
whats best for them. It is my earnest belief that this would be wrong and I greatly Oppose this 
Bill. Thank you Chair and committee, I hope you consider my testimony. 
 
Aysiah Kim 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:08:32 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeremy treskon  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118.  Religious exemptions do not pose a threat to vulnerable children or 
teachers - but it does pose a threat to the people of Hawaii.  We currently have in place a 
measure should there be an outbreak of infectious disease in the schools.  The current law calls 
for children with religious exemptions to temporarily leave school grounds, this practice has 
successfully worked and in fact my daughter was instructed to leave school grounds almost 10 
years ago when a chicken pox outbreak occurred at the school.  We knew the families that had 
chicken pox (all vaccinated) and after 5 days my daughter returned to school.  There was not 
hysteria about this childhood disease and the process was seamless.   

There are schools all over the state that have (according to the state's website) had over 5% 
religious exemptions yet infectious disease has not broken out as a result.  We are told the reason 
for this bill is because we are now about a 5% threshold overall, yet the schools with over 5% 
religious exemptions have not had any more outbreaks than schools with than 5%. 

I urge the committee members to uphold the constitution, one that I served in special forces for 
over 20 years in war zones to uphold as well. I urge the committee members to look at the 
data instead of the hysteria - we have already had schools with over 5% relgious exemptions for 
many years without a threat to anyone, without outbreaks aside from the ones that have always 
occurred.   

Thank you. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:09:04 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Yvette Thompson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill should never see the light of day . It totally goes against human rights and our freedom 
of choice. I haven't given my child a vaccine and hes a healthy above average growing boy. If 
this bill comes to pass I will definitely home school my child which im sure a lot of other parents 
will do adding another injustice and struggle against parents living in Hawaii. I Strongly oppose 
this bill; parents should not be told nor forced to do anything to their children that they don't 
approve of. All schools should be required to do is teach and educate our children nothing else, 
its a parents responsibility to worry about the health of the child not the state. Let parents have a 
choice over their own children. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:10:05 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shan Kekua Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

What happen to freedom of rights?! Keiki should not be forced to take unnecessary 
vaccinations.  

 







I urge you to reject and vote NO on HB1118. I urge you to stand firm in preserving our 
constitutional right of freedom of religious liberty and stand in defense of our God-given 
inalienable liberties.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:11:47 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Linda Miyata Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Representatives, 

Please vote no on SB 1118. Everyone should have a choice as to what goes into their bodies.  If 
you are Pro Choice for abortion, then it would be consistent to be Pro Choice not to take a 
vaccine. Not all vaccines are proven safe and effective and heard immunity hasn't been 
proven.  Thank you for having empathy for those who choose not to take the vaccine and desire a 
good education to become leaders for Hawai'i. 

May God visit you personally and bless you and protect you, 

Linda  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:11:58 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karissa Racoma Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I am writing to you all with high hopes of open mindedness and understanding to the concerns 
that this bill may pose to those within our communities. The bill that is proposed is subjecting the 
Keiki of Hawaii to unnecessary pharmaceutical vaccinations that are not absolutely necessary to 
their health and safety. Vaccinations becoming mandated may affect some of our Keiki in 
unimaginable ways. I have had to experience family members Keiki suffer from irreversible 
affects, such as autism, directly caused from a vaccination that is highly pushed by all 
pediatricians. Vaccinations were meant to help, but bulldozing people into thinking they are 
helpful is manipulation at it's highest point. Once again, your actions have shown that the money 
going into your pockets are more valuable than the health and wellbeing of our next generation.  
  
My opposition stands firm. As someone who has had numerous, negative reactions caused by 
some of the vaccines mandated here, I do not believe that this is a way to protect the health of 
our babies. The mandate will not only violate the choices of parents, but completely eliminate 
the choice of free will. This mandate is not created with best intentions, and is taking away the 
rights of the people who know their babies best. As the government, you have absolutely no right 
to make any health and medical decisions for my child.  
  

I truly wish you would consider opposing against this bill. It is hurting the future of our Keiki. 
Taking away the rights of our people. We are making it impossible for the people of Hawaii and 
the remaining Hawaiians to continue their heritage in a safe, respectful place.  
  

Mahalo, 

Karissa Racoma 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:14:56 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chabrielle Quezon Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

On behalf of my family of 4, I, Chabrielle Quezon, STRONGLY oppose this bill because it goes 
against our first ammendment with the right to practice religion. But regardless religion, parents 
should have the RIGHT to choose what's best for their children. Not the Governor. My children 
attend private school and have a religious exemption. They have not taken a vaccine since 1 
years old. And my children rarely get sick because i allowed them to build their immune system 
naturally to fight any sickness. Most vaccines no doctor can explain all the ingredients.. we 
highly oppose because we are believe that vaccinations are not enough to keep a child from 
public learning, That's coercion and it's wrong to mandate this and say if you don't get 
vaccinated, your child will not be able to go to school. Which means they lose the right to free 
public education. Please do not pass this bill. The education system will probably drop a lot of 
children going to public school and we will be the laughing stock of the USA.   

 





our community closer to achieving higher levels of immunization, which will help us 
protect future generations from outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases. 

I urge you to support this important bill and work to ensure that the health and safety of 
our children, teachers, and communities come first. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Vince Yamashiroya 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:16:42 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Donald P. McDiarmid IV  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Taking away our freedom of choice, the choice to choose what we want for our children is the 
parent's choice only. If you feel that is wrong, you don't belong here in our islands. What maybe 
good for you, might not be good for me!!  When you can tell me that 100% of all keiki taking 
this shot will have zero side effects, nor harm them in any way will we ever support a 
pharmaceutical's agenda. All you elected officials back with payout checks to push agenda's on 
our children will indeed, be struck down by the lord for your wrong doings  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:16:44 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Edmonds Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. Children should not be forced to vaccines just to get education. The 
government does not have a say in what we do with our bodies. My body, my choice. 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:20:33 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shannon Kuratko Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. This is unconstitutional to take away my religious rights. 

 









HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:25:13 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alika Valdez Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 





By passing this bill, you will be protecting the health of our children, promoting safer learning 
environments, and safeguarding our broader communities from preventable diseases. I urge you 
to support Bill 1118 and help ensure a healthier future for all. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Mandi DeSouza, MHA, CPHQ, CPSS 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:27:17 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aurora Muir Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:28:00 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nani Kaaihili Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB 1118 

 





- 2 - 
 

I am also concerned that this bill has not been assigned to the House Committee on Education. 
This is a perplexing oversight on the part of our House Leadership. Our Superintendent of 
Education, Mr. Keith Hayashi, rightly observes that, if passed, such a measure will 
disproportionately affect communities with a higher proportion of citizens who hold deep 
religious and cultural beliefs. 

I do not see a distinction made for private, faith-based schools. These schools will definitely be 
harmed. All private schools should be allowed to be self-determining with respect to this issue, 
even if  the legislature disappointingly votes to approve such a bill as this.  

I ask that you please stand up for our families and keiki, and oppose against any attempt to erode 
our precious religious freedoms. 

Thank you. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:32:33 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Reynelle Viernes Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair,  

My name is Reynelle Viernes. I'm a mom of 4 and I strongly oppose bill HB1118.  I believe all 
children in Hawaii should have access to free public education without discrimination for their 
medical and religious beliefs. HB1118 would take away religious exemption for our keiki to go 
to school. This would make it a challenge & hardship for my and other families whose children 
would no longer be allowed to go to school because of this bill. We have just transitioned back to 
school after the covid lockdowns protocols, and now our keiki face being kicked out of school 
because of medical & religious beliefs. 

My oldest child had multiple reactions after getting vaccinations from febrile seizures, eczema, 
adhd, fevers, and also catching the chickenpox after getting vaccinated for it, then got shingles 
twice all in a span of 2 months after the chickenpox. I was not aware of vaccine injuries & 
reactions until it happened to my own child. Many families are like mine whose kids have had 
reactions to vaccines but don't know or qualify for the medical exemption. 

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on personal 
and religious beliefs. Policies should respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. For these 
reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration! 

Reynelle 

 
  

  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:36:31 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tonya Marie Miller Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose. Please retain the exemptions. As a former public school teacher, a former state and 
county government employee, an immune compromised person, friend of vaccine injured, and 
Covid injured, vaccinated and unvaccinated, and as a US citizen and resident of Hawaii, I am in 
opposition of this measure.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:39:10 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tatiana Gregory Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I strongly oppose this bill. 

Is this a free country? 

We will not be free to decide if we can choose not to vaccinate our children if this bill becomes 
law. Then what?  This will affect their participating in school which also includes participation in 
athletics and clubs, further affecting potential scholarship opportunities for our keiki. 

Absolutely NOT ok. 

God made us perfect just the way we are; we do not need man-made vaccines that have potential 
risks forced onto our children who may or may not have life long negative effects from said 
vaccines. 

I am very mindful of the things I purchase for our home, from food, to skin care, household 
cleaning products and more to ensure what is in and around our bodies is safe, from nature as 
God intended. 

I believe in emergency medicine and support that aspect of the medical industry; however if the 
government supported God-given ways to stay healthy, I believe our country and state would be 
in a much healthier position today. 

My great-grandparents of Hawaiian, Portuguese and Filipino and Purto Rican decent all lived 
well into their 90s. They were not vaccinated at all and lived off food from the earth, food they 
grew most of the time and natural healing methods. 

This bill is wrong, wrong for me as a Christian and as a Hawaiian. Our ancestors would not 
support these, in my opinion exirimental practices. Let's go back to tried and true health 
practices. 

Also, for reference I am educated in the medical field, graduating with my BSN in 2014 from 
HPU. 



I beg you all please, do not pass this bill, we should never be put in this predicament to force our 
children to have shots to participate in school,  all children should be able to attend school 
without such mandates. 

Mahalo for hearing my testimony.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:39:13 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tim Huycke Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I very strongly support HB1118.   
  

 







  

 





Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 





Natural remedies, including proper nutrition, herbal medicine, acupuncture, chiropractic care, 
and homeopathy, have been used for centuries to support the immune system and overall well-
being. Many individuals choose these methods because they align with their religious and 
philosophical beliefs about health. Forcing individuals to comply with government-mandated 
medical interventions while disregarding natural immunity and holistic health approaches is not 
only unjust but also ignores growing scientific evidence supporting these alternatives. 

  

4. Unnecessary Government Overreach and Discrimination 

HB1118 unfairly targets families who make informed, conscientious health choices based on 
faith or holistic medicine. The government should not have the power to dictate personal health 
decisions, especially when those decisions are deeply rooted in religious beliefs and cultural 
traditions. By removing religious exemptions, this bill effectively discriminates against those 
who believe in natural healing, pushing them into a system that may conflict with their values. 

  

5. No Clear Public Health Crisis Justifying This Change 

Religious exemptions have existed for decades without any significant public health crisis linked 
to them. Those who follow natural health practices often prioritize wellness, nutrition, and 
immunity-building strategies, which contribute positively to overall public health. Removing 
exemptions based on an exaggerated fear of non-compliance disregards the real benefits of 
holistic health and personal responsibility. 

  

Conclusion 

HB1118 is an unjustified intrusion on religious freedom, parental rights, and holistic health 
choices. Hawaii has always honored cultural diversity and personal freedoms, and this bill 
threatens those core values. I urge lawmakers to vote NO on HB1118 and respect the rights of 
families to make informed health decisions in alignment with their faith and holistic health 
beliefs. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:47:16 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karina Akaka-Folau Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

If you're so focused on our health, why don't you ban certain ingredients that are used in our food 
just as other countries have done? Why FORCE our keiki or anyone to be vaccinated? Why go 
against religious exemption letters? Let us have the choice! Governor Green, you have some 
nerve to make us take a covid vaccine that you KNOW Dr. Fauci admitted to not taking proper 
measures/enough studies to determine a vaccination mandate! You have quite a bit of people 
who oppose the vaccination, and we left it at that. We stay in our lane. We still advocate against 
the vaccination, but we stay in our lane because we know God will deal with that when the time 
comes. All I'm saying is to GIVE US A CHOICE! Let the parents of these keiki make the 
decision! NOT YOU! How dare you guys? We are not slaves to the white man like back in the 
day! Let us have a choice!  
  

Aloha, 

A concerned Sister, Aunty, and Guardian who lives in this beautiful Aloha state, MY HOME, 
Hawai'i. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:48:31 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Camille Barcoma Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill HB1118. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:51:03 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jaynne Walker Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE HB1118; relating to non-medical exemptions to immunization requirements! 

This is a violation of our First Amendment. 

 





I urge you to vote NO on HB1118 and stand for parental rights and medical freedom in Hawaii. 

  

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

Janet Pamplin 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:52:17 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

JEFFREY LIM, M.D. Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It is doubtful there exists a state statute more consistently abused than the provision for religious 
exemption refusal for immunization. 

Freedom of religion remains an unalienable right and pillar of our Constitution, and yet I have 
never seen such a turning of blind eyes by the guardians of these rights from the wholesale abuse 
of claiming religious exemption for what amounts to personal preference.  I still await with great 
anticipation to be presented with any shred of evidence of religious tenets that explicitly forbid 
the immunization of its subjects. 

The protection provided by immunzations against morbidity and mortality is indisputable and 
unassailable, proven via rigorous and disciplined research, and not arrived at by social trending 
or popular vote reflecting the prevailing climate of the times. 

Immunizations have become a victim of their own success, eliminating or ameliorating the vast 
majority of vaccine preventable diseases that formerly routinely plagued and ravaged 
humanity.   Few in our present society have had to endure the last gasps of the blue infant with 
whooping cough or witness the excruciating pain of total body tetanic spasming in the 
unimmunized patient succumbing to tetanus.  Please work to prevent the return of that reality. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:52:41 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rita L Manderfeld Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha  

My name is Rita Manderfeld and I am a mother and a long time resident of Kauai. I oppose bill 
HB1118. In a country that respects religous freedom the right to religous exemption should never 
be taken away. All medicine esspecialy those that come with risks no matter how small should 
be decided between the Dr and patient. No free country or state there in should mandate medical 
treatments that could result in harm. Unless with all certainty you can garentee no harm from any 
vaccine or mixture of then no madate should be made. Again medicine and treatments should be 
between the physician and patient (the reason we have HIPAA laws)There is no medical 
intervention that is safe or nessesary for all and it is dangerous to mandate such things. Please 
vote NO on bill HB1118. 

Mahalo, 

Rita Manderfeld 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:53:00 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gavin Lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to strongly oppose HB1118, which would remove religious exemptions for 
childhood vaccinations as a condition for school enrollment. This bill violates religious liberty, 
undermines parental rights, and unjustly restricts access to education. 

The First Amendment guarantees the right to freely practice one's religion. Many families hold 
sincere religious beliefs that guide their medical decisions, including vaccinations. This bill 
would force them to choose between violating their faith or losing their child's access to 
education a choice that no family should have to make in a free society. 

Parents are responsible for their children's well-being, and medical decisions should remain in 
their hands. Government mandates that disregard religious beliefs set a dangerous precedent, 
eroding the fundamental rights of families to make informed choices based on their values and 
convictions. 

No child should be denied an education because of their family's s religious beliefs. Public 
schools exist to serve all children, not just those whose medical decisions align with government 
mandates. Excluding children from education over a personal and religious choice is both 
discriminatory and unjust. 

If religious exemptions are removed for vaccinations, what other deeply held beliefs will be 
targeted next? This bill opens the door for the government to impose medical mandates without 
regard for religious or personal freedoms, setting a precedent that could extend beyond vaccines 
to other medical or ethical concerns. 

For these reasons, I strongly urge you to vote against HB1118. Protecting religious liberty, 
parental rights, and equal access to education is essential to maintaining the freedoms upon 
which our country was founded. 

  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:54:16 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leila Faamasino Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. I am against this Bill which will essentially remove my rights as a parent to decide what 
vaccine's or any medication would be given to my child. It is my right as a parent to make those 
decisions for my child until they are able to make an informed decision for themselves. Schools 
have no business in making medical decisions for our children. I oppose Bill HB1118. 

sincerely, 

L.F. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:54:30 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

matahari djajadi-allen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose HB118 

  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:56:06 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Raelynn Broad-Kela Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I stronly OPPOSE 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:56:21 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Kelly Harada Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118. If the chance of death as a result of vaccinations is greater than 0.0%, 
then the government has no right to impose these on children in particular when the vaccine 
manufactures have no risk in the event of adverse reactions. If pharmaceutical companies are not 
responsible, then who is? No one? Surely not the government. Then parents must be allowed to 
choose. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:58:37 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

nawai kela Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I very strongly oppose. Passing this would be segregating children and allowing an unfair 
division in future generations. This is a blatant violation of the constitution.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:03:49 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Paula Yamashiro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

God should come first in everything that we do. He is even mentioned in the first sentence of the 
preamble to our constitution, "We, the people of the State of Hawaii, grateful for Divine 
Guidance..."  
 
Not allowing non-medical exemptions, specifically religious exemptions, conflicts with religious 
freedom and is frankly unconstitutional. Please don't tread on our keiki and their rights in the 
name of health and safety.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:04:09 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

april colpas Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is April Colpas,  I oppose this bill, I have 3 daughters that have medical health issues. I 
have had a heart complication that had I been vaccinated with Covid, it could have killed me due 
to my unknown heart issues.  I will not put that on my children.  The government has no say so 
in how I raise my kids.  You don't pay my bills, you don't put my kids to bed at night & certainly 
my daughter get denied the proper health care she needs due to being on quest. It's all about 
money, deepening your pockets for my child's health is absolutely not okay.  Not everyone 
responds the same way to vaccines. Unless your going to pay for her needs for how her body 
responds to vaccines and your going to be held accountable, then your not forcing my kids to 
vaccinate.  Giving away McDonald's & doughnut incentives shows you care nothing about my 
families health.   Denying proper health treatment due to finances is sickening and forcing my 
child to get medical treatments against our will is not okay. I will pull my kids out of school and 
so will many others. You will lose a lot of money. When my kids health is not their best, I keep 
them home,  we feed them healthy food & take care of them.  Forcing our families to vaccinate 
when it doesn't even prevent illness is wild.  Government will not over reach in my home 
especially since you aren't accountable when a crisis takes place.  I will take action and take care 
of my family by all means.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:04:54 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelsey Sugai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am strongly opposed to this bill. Other measures can be taken for the health and safety of our 
keiki that don't require forcing families to do something that they don't believe in. Please 
consider all perspectives and find ways to educate families (in an unbiased way) about the pros 
and cons of each decision.  

Mahalo nui loa 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:05:49 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jacob lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

OPPOSE!! 

  

This bill is unconstitutional! That should be it! Government should not be able to mandate what 
types of food, poison, medicines, etc. go in our children's bodies and should not be able to 
regulate or make difficult to live a full life of our god given rights, should a citizen decide not to 
follow regulations regarding individuals body....under the constitution!  
Parent's and guardians should be the sole decision maker for what goes into their children's 
body!  
OPPOSE!! UNCONSTITUTIONAL!  
  

 











HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:10:09 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hughlyn Fonoti Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am in OPPOSITION to HB1118 HB RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO 
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS. I believe that every person has the right or freedom to to 
decide on accepting or refusing any or all vaccinations that is administered into their body or 
their child's body. My body My choice, should not just apply to woman and abortion rights, it 
should pertain to all matters. 

I also believe that this goes against religious freedom. As more information are becoming 
transparent regarding the dangers and harm vaccines can cause, especially with live viruses in 
them, the more knowledgable we become in making an informed decision if we wish to put that 
into our bodies or our keikis bodies. The parents are the sole protectors and the voice for their 
keiki(s). If the individual, when reaching adulthood, decides he wants to take the vaccine, then 
that person has everyright to. The State nor any government official shouldn't have that right or 
say as to what we can or can not have, especially when it involves minors/keiks. It's unlawful. 
It's unconstitutional.  

If majority of all children have received their vaccines, then what ever illness/disease that is 
going around, shouldn't they already be protected against it? How does this make any sense? The 
only person that could be potentially at risk is/are the individual(s) that have NOT received a 
vaccine. So if you have herd immunity, the risk should be low, no? 

Religious and Parental Freedoms are at stake here and I ask that you do not pass bill HB1118. It's 
about giving the parent(s) the choice to vacinate or not vacinate their keiki. 

  

Mahalo, 

Hughlyn Fonoti 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:11:06 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jewel Noa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It should be our decision if we want to vaccinate our children!!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:11:53 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leslie Malasa  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this unconstitutional bill. The government has no right to take away 
people's religious freedoms for any type of vaccination. While I understand the importance of 
public health and the role of vaccinations in preventing disease outbreaks, this infringes the 
peoples fundamental religious freedoms and parental rights.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:13:34 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Madeleine Carroll Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As an RN and concerned citizen, I am testifying in support of HB1118, which proposes to repeal 
the non-medical execmption from immunization requirements. Vaccines are incredibly safe, 
effective, and vital for keeping children and communities healthy. With the way illnesses are 
spread in schools, vaccines are an important tool in preventing the spread of deadly diseases. 
Therefore, it is crucial that children receive recommended vaccines before enrolling in school. 
Repealing the non-medical vaccine exemption would benefit all children in Hawai'i and will help 
increase herd immunity for the devastating diseases that vaccines protect against. Thank you! 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:17:41 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephen Medeiros  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Why must the government pushing an agenda upon the Citizens, the right to choose not to take a 
vaccine due to their religious beliefs. 

Same as trying to push the COVID19 vaccine and boosters.  

So I Oppose this bill HB1118.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:21:20 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dori Jardine Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Dori Jardine, and I testify in opposition to HB1118.  

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. Hawaii has long recognized the right of 
families to make medical decisions based on their personal and religious beliefs. Removing 
religious exemptions could force families to choose between their faith and accessing education. 
While public health is important, policies should also respect individual rights and diverse 
perspectives. For these resons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and 
consideration.  

Dori 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:21:45 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kimberly Nagamine Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strengthening vaccine policies is essential to protecting vulnerable populations, including 
infants, immunocompromised patients, and those who rely on community immunity.  By 
ensuring a sufficient proportion of the population is immune, we can safeguard the well-being of 
the community as well as reduce the burden of disease on the healthcare system and prevent 
large-scale outbreaks and epidemics. 

Kimberly Nagamine, MD 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:22:10 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Judy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I don't believe any government or federal agencies have the right to regulate mandatory vaccines 
policies that take away the waiver of religious exemption. That right should still remain between 
the individual and their medical professional  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:23:10 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tish Rothwell Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is unconstitutional as well as against all human rights. I vehemently oppose! 

 







Mahalo nui loa! 

Rabbi Rachel Short 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:29:38 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Seyna M Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hewa! You KNOW this is unconstitutional! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:30:49 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Inchon Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. It is our God Given right to choose what is done and not done to our body's. In 
Jesus name I pray this bill to be dead and never be bought up again in Jesus name amen 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:32:31 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dawn O'Brien Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Representative Leaders of the Citizens of Hawai'i~ 

Mahalo plenty for working diligently & reading this letter in OPPOSITION to HB1118. 

I stand in strong opposition to this bill that would force a child to be immunized against the 
parent's wishes or even the child's wishes. It also disavows the Contstitutional rights of American 
citizens to practice our freedom of religion by ignoring any religious exemption. Further, the 
CDC & WHO have yet to release the ingredients in most of the vaccinations and in fact will not 
do so for years, making the ingredients mysterious & questionable at best. I have several 
allergies and need to know exactly what is in my medication, food, drink, lotions, etcetera or it 
causes extreme reactions that can be life-threatening or even life-altering, and not for the better. 
As such I cannot in good conscience agree to this law that will force vaccinations on our 
populace. For what cause? There is no proven evidence that vaccinations for CV19 have saved 
lives, but there is mounting statistical data to show the harmful and deadly effects of the forced 
vaccinations. Why would our Hawaii laws fight science? For profit? That's the only logical 
conclusion which is not good cause in & of itself except for the special interest few who will 
profit.  

  

In summary, I stand in strong opposition to HB1118 as it goes against science and the majority 
vote of citizens in the State of Hawai'I. I ask that you would do the same and OPPOSE HOUSE 
BILL 1118. 

  

Mahalo nui & much aloha, 

Dawn O'Brien 

President, HOPE HI, Inc. 

Lifelong resident of Hawai'I 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:36:26 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erin Chinen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairman Tamas, Vice Chair Poepoe, & respective chairpersons, 

Thank you all for serving our Hawaii. I appreciate your sacrifice and time.  

My name is Erin Chinen, and I testify in strong opposition to HB1118. This bill directly violates 
my religious freedom and limits my parental choice to make decisions I feel are best for my 
children. This is government overreach and I respectfully ask that you allow parents the freedom 
to choose whether or not they want to vaccinate their children. Removing religious exemptions 
could force families to choose between their faith and accessing education. While public health 
is important, policies should also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives.  

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration.  

Blessings, 

 Erin Chinen (Kaneohe home owner, former D.O.E. teacher, pastor's wife, mother of 3 healthy 
non-vaccinated children) 

 







individuals claiming religious exemptions has not been shown to pose a significant threat to 
community health. Advances in medicine, voluntary vaccination campaigns, and public 
education can address any concerns without resorting to coercive measures that alienate and 
penalize law-abiding citizens.   

In conclusion, HB1118 threatens the core values of freedom, diversity, and respect that define 
Hawaii. I respectfully urge you to vote against this bill and preserve the religious exemption for 
vaccine mandates in educational institutions. Let us uphold the rights of all residents to live 
according to their conscience while continuing to promote a healthy and thriving community.   

Mahalo for your consideration of this testimony and for your service to the people of Hawaii.   

Sincerely, 
 
Ryan Bailey  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:37:58 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Bump  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposed to HB1118HD1.  I feel it would be a serious violation of the individual rights of 
Hawaii's parents if the State of Hawaii were to mandate what goes into the bodies of children.  I 
believe the Department of Education has legitimate concerns about implementing this bill that 
have not been fully considered. This bill will be found unconstitutional in the courts and will cost 
taxpayers exorbitant amounts of money to fund unnecessary legal battles.  Public health is 
important but not more important than the rights of United States citizens to determine what 
enters their bodies and the bodies of their children. Thanks for your time. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:39:04 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

YUIKA FURUKAWA  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair and Members of the Committee, 

I strongly oppose HB1118 HD1 as it infringes on parental rights and religious freedoms by 
eliminating non-medical exemptions for immunization. Parents should have the right to make 
informed medical decisions for their children without government overreach. 

Additionally, this bill creates an unfair system where previously exempt students can remain 
exempt, while new students are denied the same right. This discriminatory approach undermines 
equality and individual choice. 

While public health is important, it must be balanced with personal freedoms and informed 
consent. I urge you to reject this bill and consider policies that respect both public safety and 
individual rights. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
Yuika Furukawa 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:39:32 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

May Kikuyama Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HB1118 eliminates our constitutional rights as well as our god given rights to a religious 
freedom exemption for vaccinations. Currently, only 4% of school children have been vaccinated 
granted religious exemption meaning that over 90% of children attending schools are up to date 
on their vaccinations. So, why is there a need to change anything?? Why risk the minority from 
losing out on their education?? My kids have most of their vaccinations since birth. However, if 
they are forced to get vaccinations that I feel are against my religious beliefs just to attend school 
then I will pull them out. Period.  
 
Why does "my body, my choice" not apply to vaccinations?!?! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:39:38 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rachel Wela Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this constitutional issue that is an infringement upon our rights. 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:41:54 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chelsea Poomaihealani Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  We, as parents/guardians, should have rights to make health decisions for our 
Keiki.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:42:41 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Halaevalu Namomo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I have 7 children that are all up to date on their flu shots and they are fine. Yes they are exposed 
to a lot of other kids that have a different immune and sick and health but I do teach my children 
personal hygiene and immune health is important and I am against medicines and vaccinations 
especially the Covid flu shot. It is no different from the regular flu shot. I vote against legalizing 
my children to have the Covid shot. 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:45:23 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elisha Sirena Zeitler Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern: 

I oppose this bill and hope you would consider.  Regulations or government should not impose 
on the choices humans make with their bodies or children.  Vaccines have been showing more 
side effects with autism and Covid vaccines have numerous cases of side effects in adults and 
children.  By enforcing this you are asking parents to take a health risk which will be more 
detrimental to every individual.  Vaccines aren't going to prevent others who are health 
compromised to be safer.  This is going to potentially make children more vulnerable to side 
effects that more and more cases are being shown.  I am a pediatric holistic doctor and I would 
ask that you do not pass this bill.  If you do you may have many patents that will choose to 
homeschool their children which would be a huge challenge. I hope you would consider.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:46:08 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Culten Arroyo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in support. We need to keep our children and community safe and vaccines have time and 
time shown very strong evidence as ways to protect against infectious disease. the 
misinformaiton running rampant in our country and communities have led to poor decision that 
leave the rest of us vulnerable. I believe the state is in it's rights to pass and enforce something 
like this. again, i am in full support of this 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:46:34 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jess Pojas-Suan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Unconstitutional. Parents should have the first and final choice, all citizens should have this 
choice for themselves and especially their children.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:46:43 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

tom laidlaw Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I urge you to not pass bill 1118HB. It has not been given to the Education Committee for review 
and feedback and it is seriously flawed.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:49:13 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lori kimata Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Honorable Chair and Committee members, 

Please oppose this bill because it is unconstitutional and it is clear the community does not want 
their religious rights taken away. More importantly we must look at the health of our children in 
this state and in our country. The U.S. ranks at the bottome regarding child wellbeing in rich 
countries, 36th out of 38, scoring low across all three dimension, mental, physical and skill 
level. People are clearly looking for answers to their children's health concerns and not all the 
answers come from pharmaceuticals. Please do not take away the rights of the intelligent well 
informed people of Hawaii. If concerned that people are not educated, then channel more funds 
for education and research, rather than taking rights away. 

Mahalo, 

Dr. Lori Kimata 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:52:29 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

NoAh Go Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose, do not ruin the children  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:52:57 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrew Stever Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. Hgher vaccination rates help bolster herd immunity  I feel that the impact of 
vaccines has been taken for granted. Over the decades, vaccines have effectively eradicated or 
significantly reduced the number of cases of measles and other targeted diseases, including 
smallpox, malaria and polio. We need to bring back trust in this moden miracle. 

Fragile children, children with cancer and other kids cannot receive vaccines or cannot mount a 
strong immune response to them, so we need to protect those chidren with herd immunity. 
Studies show that, in areas with greater numbers of vaccine exemptions, there is an 
associated increased risk of infection and death from vaccine preventable diseases in that 
population.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:54:21 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alexandra Dorn Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Being a resident in Hawaii my tax dollars go to fund schools in my state. I believe I should have 
access to send my children to those schools whether or not I choose to vaccinate them. We 
should be free to choose, whether or not to inject our bodies with foreign substances. We 
should not have to make health decisions in fear of not being able to access education for our 
children 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:54:48 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Raynette Nicole Puahi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:55:15 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amanda Vadla Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

No government should be able to make or require anyone to vaccines. Medical decisions are 
personal and private and should remain a decision between an individual, a parent and a doctor. 
If this bill is passed, I will be homeschooling my children.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:55:51 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kyle Knight Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I and my entire church community and 'ohana strongly oppose this bill. Do not take away 
religious freedoms.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:55:53 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dave Willweber Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

This bill puts forth a false premise, namely, that vaccinations and immuizations are needed by 
95% of kids for the safety, health and protection of the medically fragile. We heard similar 
rhetoric in 2021 with the covid vaccine, "if you don't take the vax, you are unloving to fragile 
grandma" or even shaming by saying "you are killing grandma." In my circles, I witnessed 
minors and adults who chose to be "loving" and took the covid vax and otherwise healthy 
individuals developed medical conditions, including heart problems, lowered immune systems, 
cancers, "turbo-cancers," and paralysis, among others. More importantly than "my circles," is the 
worldwide data from multiple sources that shows increased morbidity and mortality across 
highly vaccinated countries starting right after the covid vaccinations were introduced. 

So to propose that all vaccinations are mandatory for school children for the health and safety of 
medically fragile people is simply a lie and is in actuality creating ADDITIONAL medically 
fragile children. In addition, it appears that this bill's false premise is an excuse to strip religious 
freedom which is a foundational 1st ammendment right. What is being proposed in this bill is an 
abuse of government power. 

Please vote pono and people, especially Hawaii's keiki, by VOTING NO on this bill. 

Mahalo nui, Dave Willweber 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:56:04 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessamine Pearson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:56:07 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Noel Baker Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Allow parents the right to decide their children's health care.  The government should not force 
vaccines on any American citizen. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:57:45 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keenan Place-Puaa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha I am in strong opposition of this bill HB1118 and I believe that no one or government 
should take away a person's religious beliefs.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 10:58:01 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ashley Johnson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I wholeheartedly oppose this bill as a mother and as a community member. I appreciate our 
representatives taking this seriously and not blanketing our individual rights as human beings to 
make our own informed decisions about what we inject into our bodies.  
  

thank you, 

Ashley Johnson  

 





 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:02:08 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Marcia M. Nagao, MD, 

MPH Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support repealing the non-medical exemption from immunization requirements. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:03:26 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Yvette Andrade Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Yvette Andrade, and I testify in opposition to HB1118 This bill would 
remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice and long-standing 
personal and religious freedoms. I am a parent and also a grandparent of school-age children and 
believe this bill infringes on my rights as a United States citizen. Also, Hawaii has long 
recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their personal and religious 
beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose between their faith and 
accessing education. While public health is important, policies should also respect individual 
rights and diverse perspectives. For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for 
your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:04:32 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shepard Shill Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. It's unconstitutional and not right to force children to get vaccines. It 
should be the parents choice whether they want to have their children vaccinated.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:05:41 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Valerie Myette  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello, 

Again I implore you to listen listen the testimony of Hawai'i parents. As a Christian I have 
deeply rooted beliefs as to honoring the body that God as given me and that goes even further 
into the gifts that are my children. God has given me discernment on how I should care for my 
children. The government shall not supersede that.  
In addition being pro-life I have moral obligation to oppose medical treatments that use fetal 
cells from the crime of abortion. Thank you. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Valerie Myette 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:07:54 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ian A. Masterson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  
  

Please do not allow the repealing of non-medical exemptions for children or anybody with 
regards to the Covid-19 vaccine. The right over one's body is to each their own, and the belief in 
health and higher forms of healing is critically tied to religious freedoms as stated in our 
constitution.  

The economic well-being of many people is also tied to this issue, for those who have been 
issued an exemption already. Finally, off the point but in relation to vaccination, the physical 
impacts of taking this vaccine has been felt by so many people, and it is not risk free but we are 
required to sign away our rights as responsible human beings in indemnifying all those 
corporations and businesses who make the vaccine. IT IS STILL A HUMAN EXPERIMENT 
based on the American cultural epistemology that the body decays in life, but it is not so, nor is 
that a universal concept, but one that aligns well with a massive medical industry driven by 
capital gains through encouraging this worldview. America's freedom is based on the choice, the 
decision, and the convictions that each individual has, do not force people to defy their 
convictions through this bill. I oppose HB1118.  

  

Thank you for voting against it. aloha, Ian Masterson 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:09:01 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Emily McKinley  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill HB1118. The government doesn't have the right to force children to get vaccinated. 
It should be the parents choice.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:09:19 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laura Bishop Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:11:01 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lisa Paulson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly oppose the removal of the religious exemptions for vaccines. 

 





unlawful to segregate people according to their skin color. It is unlawful to compel Jews to eat 
pork. It is also unlawful to compel personal medical decisions of citizens. My religious beliefs 
are sincere. Legally, I cannot be required to prove that a church or religious leader agrees with 
my sincere religious beliefs, or my interpretation of Scripture, or my instruction from the Holy 
Spirit. My beliefs are my own, and they are sincerely and deeply held. 

Therefore I strongly OPPOSE HB1118 

Shawna Pereira 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:17:41 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dyan Mullen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please oppose HB1118. Parents should make decisions for their children not the govt. This is in 
direct violation of our constitutional right. This also appears to be a politically motivated bill due 
to the fact that 70% oppose this bill yet it still gets forwarded. I'd like to remind the counsel that 
they represent and work for the people. You do not work for or represent the Governor. It should 
be crystal clear from the past testimonies that the people are in opposition of HB1118. Please do 
the job the people elected you to do and that is to represent the majority who oppose this bill. 
Mahalo 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:19:52 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nikki Kepoo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Committee Members, 

Thank you for taking the time to read and hopefully support our views on this matter. I write to 
strongly opposed HB1118 which is not intended for the health and safety of the people of 
Hawaii. 

Josh Green is aiming to kill, destroy, harm, and blatantly ignore the people and our rights as 
parents to take all precautions to save our Keiki. 

Please hear our pleas to OPPOSE and KILL HB1118. 

Mahalo, 

Nikki Kepoo 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:23:19 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

crystal jefferson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill! It is unconstitutional! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:23:43 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sheala Strong Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. Our children have rights and this mandate would violate those God given 
rights. Their body, their choice. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:33:00 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaulana Stevens Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a mother for a kindergarten, I don't agree to this at all my daughter does not take any 
vaccines that have these side effects as a Covid vaccine. It's not safe for children at such a young 
age that are still growing up and have underdeveloped brain and organs . If this bill goes through 
I know for a fact a lot of family members will homeschool their children me included. Let's keep 
our children safe , they don't need this vaccine. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:33:46 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sean k Wela Jr Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We cannot allow HB1118 to be passed as i believe it imposes on our freedom as American's as 
well as our freedom to worship. As a christian i believe that as it says in the bibile that our bodies 
is the temple of the Holy Spririt and we must take care of and nuture the bodies we have. Part of 
that is controlling what goes in or doesnt go into our bodies and i believe that as a believer as a 
part of my right to worship, i should be able to determine what i believe is right from a biblical 
point of view of what goes into my or my childs body. As a parent ive been entrusted to 
shepherd/ oversee my children and it is my right to determine what is best for my child. You 
cannot allow the religious exemption for vaccines to be taken away as it violates my rights as a 
parent, a christian and as a US citizen. This is unacceptable! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:33:52 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tiffany Merrick Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To hawaii state legislature- 

I OPPOSE this bill. You do not take the rights of parents choice on how to protect their 
children.   

This is completely wrong and unconstitutional.  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:37:30 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sarah Afong Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this Bill. We have the right to informed consent. It is illegal to impose medical 
procedures upon individual citizens. This Bill violates the Nuremberg Code.  
  

All of information and data about the extreme harms of the Covid vaccine and others vaccines 
are coming to light. Vaccine injuries are at unprecedented rates. We as parents have the right to 
choose what is injected into our children's bodies. Simultaneously our children have the right to 
an education!!!! 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:38:54 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charis Logan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

By prohibiting exemptions from immunizations for school-aged children, this removes personal 
rights and responsibilities of good-willed parents. What is even considered "non-medical" and 
who decides that? As a mother, I strongly oppose this bill and would like to keep my rights to 
make these kinds of decisions for my children. Personally, my kids have gotten most of 
vaccinations, but we are now coming to make some new decisions as they near their teens years. 
I appreciate the freedom to choose. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:39:13 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christian Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:40:39 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaonohiokala  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

How does this affect others it doesn't  we should not be forced to be vaccinated and as a religious 
person we have rights we shouldn't be force to be vaccinated. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:40:53 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kimberly Paez  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for this opportunity to provide this testimony to STRONGLY OPPOSE  HB 1118, 
Relating to Non-Medical Exemptions to Immunization Requirements. I feel it infringes on 
personal freedoms, parental rights, and religious liberties. These decisions should be left as a 
personal choice.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:41:13 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Cheyenne Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii is now becoming a foolery state. A state of absolutely prisonment. Choices have aready 
been slim and now non existent. Vaccinations have no more than ever proven to be the main 
cause fro a lot of the different medical issues now going on today. Its become more about money 
and power for the big Pharm rather than true care for the people. Our children and their health 
optiopns should be for us as parents to decide if vaccinations are needed. Making it 
MANDATORY will only decrease the number of children who attend school. Teachers will 
become jobless and more of the state will be on welfare. I am againast making vaccnations 
mandatory in order for our keiki to go to public/private schools.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:41:33 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carmelita Andia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong opposition to any proposal that would remove religious 
exemptions for vaccinations required for students.  Religious exemptions provide an important 
protection for individuals like us , that for deeply held beliefs, cannot in good concscience 
comply with vaccinations requirements.  Removing these exemptions would infringe on the 
fundamental rights of us parents and students to make decisions in accordance with our 
faith.  There is no clear evidence that the removal of religious exemptions would significantly 
improve public health outcomes.  Many schools already have measures in place to prevent 
outbreaks such as quarantine protocols for unvaccinated students in the event of 
exposure.  Removing religious exemptions would set a precedent for further government 
intervention in personal and family decisions leading to a slippery slope of expanding 
governmental control over individual's rights to make decisions for their children.  This state is 
so Pro-Choice when it comes to abortion (my body my choice) but when it comes to a doctor 
sticking a needle into my child, it's no longer my body my choice?  The decision regarding the 
health and well-being of children should primarily rest with us  parents including whether to 
vaccinate based on our religious beliefs and values. Forcing people to violate their own beliefs in 
order to comply with government mandates undermines the very principles that this nation was 
founded upon.  Parental rights have long been a cornerstone of American law, and the State of 
Hawaii has no constitutional right to take this freedom away.  If you can guarantee me that my 
child will not be harmed or have any adverse and long term effects from the 
mandated vaccinations required, we wouldn't even have this conversation, would we?.  But you 
can't and therefore you have no right to tell me what I can and can't do for my child when it 
comes to their health and safety and force me to violate my own beliefs and values.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:42:11 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rysha Andrade Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Rysha Andrade, and I testify in opposition to HB1118 This bill would 
remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice and long-standing 
personal and religious freedoms. As a student and also an aunty, I want to have the right to 
choose what goes into my body as well as my family. Also, Hawaii has long recognized the right 
of families to make medical decisions based on their personal and religious beliefs. Removing 
religious exemptions could force families to choose between their faith and accessing education. 
While public health is important, policies should also respect individual rights and diverse 
perspectives. For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and 
consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:44:13 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cynthia Fehring Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am not in agreement for the government to mandate how we choose to raise our children. 
Choices of how we birth, educate and provide health care for our families is our individual right.  

When it comes to vaccinations there is concern for the ever growing amount of vaccinations 
mandated by big Pharma and the AMA. As parents we have the right to make our own decisions 
as to what we feel is necessary. Plese take into consider the freedom of choice is what is on the 
table not your personal feelings on this matter.  

Mahalo 

Cynthia Fehring 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:44:58 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sasha Chang wo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose  this bill. No one should be able to take away the decisions of a parent. We as parents 
are the only ones who get to decide what is best for our keiki and ohana. To deny us this right is 
wrong and you know it. To take away our religious right as well is wrong. You shouldn't  have to 
go against our own beliefs. Respect and loyalty  goes a long way. So decide are you for the 
people of hawaii  and fair and just. Money is the root of all evil so please if you only agree to this 
because of the money shame on you. But if you are for this bill shame on you as well. You are 
not the parent to my children so you have no say on their life decisions. God bless you all 

 





https://apnews.com/article/west-virginia-governor-religious-vaccine-exemptions-dei-8665e89daf101e42cc372de56d699c38
https://apnews.com/article/west-virginia-governor-religious-vaccine-exemptions-dei-8665e89daf101e42cc372de56d699c38


HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:50:01 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lea stadler Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Lea Stadler from Faith in Action Church of God, and I testify in 
opposition to HHB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms.  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives.  

For this reason, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:50:10 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wendell Low Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please give our children a choice. Women have a choice to do what they want with there bodies, 
I reserve the right on my child's behalf to give him a choice of what goes into his body. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:50:44 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dennyse Therese Baja Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this measure. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:50:51 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joshua Lamborn Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is not only infringing religious freedom but freedom of choice in general. How can this 
be enforced? who is going to enforce it? obviously it is going to fall on the DOE making them 
the bad guys or like during COVID restaurants. Why not focus on real matters that affect the 
people of Hawaii. Like cost of living of the people living here. I'm sure you didn't give yourselfs 
raise on the base you doing a great job. Because your not. What about letting more main land 
hospitals come here for the health of the people you let McDonald's, raising canes open up with 
no problems. Fix the damn roads stop wasting money on the rail stop taxing and pricing  people 
out of Hawaii.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:52:11 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

magda  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Hawaii Legislator, I am a humble citizen and mother in Hawaii. I have my own business 
which employs locals and students, I contribute and donate to anything my community needs, I 
also do everything possible to keep my children healthy.  After my son was given the MMR 
vaccine at age 5, he developed a persistent cough which then developed into Asthma. I started to 
research ingredients and found that many vaccines have fetal cell lines, monkey cell lines SV40, 
and other preservatives that can be harmful to our bodies. Not only are these ingredients harmful 
to my son, but contradict my beliefs in using blood, aborted cells, or animal cells. I have invested 
thousands of dollars to undo this harm on my son. He was born healthy and would play for hours 
with not a care in the world, after this vaccine he has to take inhalers just to play his favorite 
game of soccer. He once asked me if this would affect him all his life and it broke my heart. 
Please do not take away the only option we have to keep our son in school and also maintian his 
fragile health, that we are still working so hard to reverse. He is doing better, he looks stronger, if 
he would be required to take more vaccines just to get an education, you are forcing other 
humans to go against their beliefs. Please do not be a part of this calamity.  There is a chronic 
disease epidemic, so many children are sick, but doctors insist that vaccinating your way to 
health is the only option. For example why isnt there better food in schools, lunch consists of 
frozen processed meals, does this not attribute to our health? Health takes work, our bodies are 
extraordinary and fearfully made by God. Please again I plead that you be the way to meaningful 
change in true health. If this bill passes, I will have to move, shut down my business, dis enroll 
both by children and leave the commuity I have loved and served for 12 years. Thank you of 
your time. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:53:31 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Scott  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose  this bill 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:55:51 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Misty Griffiths  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha e, 

Please do not pass this bill.  We should have the right to chose.  Not to be forced against our 
personal and religous beliefs! 

Aole! 

Mahalo, 

Misty Griffiths 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:56:11 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Julie M Nurre Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Julie M. Nurre, and I tesify in opposiiton to HB1118. 

  

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms.  My children are adults however I'm 
testifying as a concerned member of the community. 

Hawaii has long reconized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs .  Removing religious exemptins could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education.  While public health important, policies should also 
respect infividual rights and diverse perspectives. 

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118.  Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:56:58 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Monique Rene Monteville Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I absolutely oppose the HB1118 bill to have mandatory vaccinations for our keiki!! I believe is 
CHOICE and FREEDOM OF RELIGION which is an ABSOLUTELY RIGHT of our USA 
Constitution!! Government should Not be given the reigns to mandating things that oppose our 
spiritual and religious views! I humbly ask in Jesus Name that this bill will be SHUT DOWN!  

THANK YOU 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:57:07 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Clardean Lehano Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I oppose this shocklingly evil bill. 

Clardean Lehano 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:57:17 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

A. P. Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill! I oppose it for MY family and I, and for people who are unable to submit their 
own testimony. We (as parents) should be given a choice whether to give our child a vaccine or 
not. We shouldn't be forced. It's medical rape! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:57:26 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Latisha Balai-Pacheco Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose and as a Mother who is isn't Anti-Vaccine I feel like it is the parents choice to decide 
with children's Primary Family Doctors rather they want to or don't want to vaccinate our 
children. 

Who are they to pass a law that not everybody agrees with we are all entitled to our own 
opinions but this, this is way to far!!! 

Do Not PASS this Bill!!!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 11:59:05 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

noah  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly appose this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:00:54 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Colleen lelie Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill as it is our right as parents to decide what vaccines our children are to receive 
based on religious beliefs and also health risks. My child has a high risk of vaccine injury due to 
his weakened immune system from a condition he has. He deserves to still go to school amongst 
his peers even if he hasn't had a shot that would most likely cause him harm.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:01:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jenae Taguiped Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

  

Testimony in Opposition to the Bill Removing Religious Exemption for Vaccines in Hawaii 
Schools 

  

Aloha Chair and Members of the Committee, 

  

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the bill that proposes to eliminate the religious 
exemption for vaccines in all schools across the state of Hawaii. 

  

As a concerned parent, I believe that this bill undermines the fundamental right of religious 
freedom and individual autonomy, both of which are cornerstones of our democracy. Hawaii has 
long been a state that values diversity and respects the personal beliefs and religious convictions 
of its citizens. By removing the religious exemption, this bill would impose one-size-fits-all 
mandates that disregard the deeply held spiritual beliefs of many families, who, for religious 
reasons, choose not to vaccinate their children. 

  

It is important to recognize that vaccination is a deeply personal decision. While I fully support 
the importance of public health and the safety of our children, it is equally crucial to respect the 
rights of parents to make medical decisions for their children, including those based on religious 
beliefs. Many religious groups, including but not limited to Christian, Hindu, and Muslim 
communities, have long-standing teachings about the sanctity of the body and the ethical 
implications of medical interventions, such as vaccination. For these families, the right to 
exercise their religious convictions without government interference is sacred. 

  





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:02:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charnelle K. H. Mane Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because this is government overreach & I do NOT Co-parent with the 
government. This goes against my First Amendment Constitutional Rights. Religion aside no 
vaccines should be mandatory at all. It's not one size fits all, It should be informed consent & up 
to the parents to make health decisions for THEIR OWN CHILDREN. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:03:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

anuenue Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I SOLOMON KAWAMAE oppose this bill because it violates our rights as citizens and tax 
payers. The legislature and senate should not look past the voting of the people. There should be 
no laws making mandatory medical decisions for the people. You can not take away our freedom 
of will.  

 





While public health is important, policies must respect constitutional freedoms and parental 
rights. The existing framework allows for both community health measures and religious 
accommodations. I urge you to vote against HB1118 and protect religious liberty, informed 
consent, and equal access to essential public education. 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Gerard Dericks 
500 Ala Moana Blvd, Ste 4-510 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:06:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelsi Yonting Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because it takes away the freedom of medical decisions that should be made by 
parents and not the government.  Vaccine schedules should not be a one size fits all. If there are 
no regulations in place for things such as vaccine injuries, then parents should have the sole 
responsibility for their minor children regarding what is placed into their bodies. Please respect 
our choice and right to freedom with such an important part of personal health. 

  

Mahalo, 

  

Kelsi Kehaulani Alcott Yonting 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:07:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Francesca Rae Kloster Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose, i believe in personal choice  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:09:04 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Erin Psillos Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this bill.  It is gross governement overreach and a violation of parental rights 
and bodily automony. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:12:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Steven Foth Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE 1118 HB RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO IMMUNIZATION 
REQUIREMENTS. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:12:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John Acuna  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Honorable Legislature, I am writing to oppose this bill to remove religious exemptions. It is not 
proper to have citizens choose between their beliefs and recieveing an education. Where do we 
draw the line? Will we be forced to recieve blood or eat unkosher food in order to be a part of 
society? The reasons stated on the bill is that herd immunity is necessary for vaccines to work. In 
other words, for this product to do the job it claims, everyone has to take it or it doesnt do its 
job? This is most lucrative for any business.  Most of the population in any age bracket 
are missing vaccines, how many adults are up to date? Woudnt there have been an outbreak 
already? Aside from those questions, that more and more people are having is, why after all these 
vaccinations are we so chronically ill? That is why I started to look into these products and 
discovered that I dont want these ingredients in my childs body. I dont want blood products, 
animal cell fragments or human cell fragments, It goes against what I read in my Bible and my 
faith!  Please do not make me choose between what is in my heart and soul or have my son not 
recieve his education. As representatives of the people, start to ask the hard questions of the 
Pharma companies, the huge hospitals, all the people that claim to want us healthy, why do they 
only offer "health" in a bottle, pill or needle? I will have to remove my family from school and 
move off island. I trust in you please oppose this atrocious bill. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:16:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shawna Landford Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE BILL HB118!!! 

I SUPPORT PARENTAL AND RELIGIOUS RIGHTS. NO ONE SHOULD BE FORCED 
INTO A ONE SIZE FITS ALL APPROACH WHEN IT COMES TO THEIR CHILDS 
HEALTH. PARENTS DESERVE THE RIGHT TO WEIGH THE RISKS AND BENEFITS 
FOR THEMSELVES. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:16:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chisato Kuzuta Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair and Members of the Committee, 

I am writing as a concerned citizen to express my strong opposition to HB1118 HD1. This bill, 
which seeks to eliminate non-medical exemptions for immunization, poses a serious threat to 
both parental rights and religious freedoms. Parents should have the fundamental right to make 
informed medical decisions for their children without undue government interference. 

The ability to choose whether to vaccinate based on religious beliefs is a deeply personal and 
constitutionally protected freedom. Removing this right disregards the diverse values and 
convictions held by many families. It is essential that the government respect and uphold these 
fundamental liberties rather than infringe upon them. 

All families deserve the equal right to make decisions about immunization based on their beliefs 
and values, without facing discriminatory limitations. It is essential that every family is granted 
the same opportunity to choose, ensuring fairness and respecting individual autonomy. 

I urge you to oppose HB1118 HD1 and to protect the rights of parents to make medical decisions 
in accordance with their beliefs and values. Thank you for considering my concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Chisato Kuzuta 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:17:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hasan Scott Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

As a teacher, father, and person of faith I oppose this bill.  It denies our right as citizens to access 
education and practice our deeply held religious beliefs. It is in its nature un-American.  The 
people of Hawaii do not support this bill. Please vote no to this bill. Mahalo.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:17:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christa Hewett Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I find it rich that the governor who has called the current president a facisist dictator who is a 
threat to democracy is trying to take away the First Amendment rights of every single citizen in 
Hawaii. His actions reflect that of what he accuses the President. He as well as many of you 
are also strong supporters of "my body my choice", but only when it aligns with the political 
beliefs of the party you are loyal to.  

As Americans, you as our representatives who were voted in by US, the citizen have the 
responsibility to act on behalf of the people of this state. I highly recommend you look at the 
number of oppose to support bills and act according to the wants and will of the people.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:19:49 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Harvest Edmonds Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this Bill.  There needs to be another option other than a Medical exemption. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:19:54 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jamie Manzi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill.  All medicine should be a choice. 

This bill suggests corruption as someone is making money off vaccines, while tax payers are 
paying for it.  Companies that make vaccines also have terrible history of litigation risk 
assessments that result in mass dealths, mass cases of cancer, etc....   

All these risks are a choices of indivduals and parents.  Do we even live in a free society if we 
are not allowed to educate ourselves and make decisions about what we put into our childrens 
and our own bodies? 

This bill will also foster distrust in the government and likely cause more people to stop 
vaccinating they're children.   When medecines are needed and available people do not need to 
be forced or coerced to take them, they take them willingly.   

 Implementing this would be in violation of the Nurmeburg Code as many vaccines have not had 
the required testing such as testing first on animals.  The risk associated with some vaccines is 
also greater than the risks for children of certain diseases.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:20:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Emily Miller Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern:  

My name is Emily Miller and my son is a student at PCHES in pearl city. He's in the 6 th grade. 
He started public school last year after several years of religious homeschooling. He wanted to 
be around more friends. I hear that you are trying to make it mandatory for our children to be 
vaccinated without any exceptions and i think that essentially takes our freedom of choice away 
from one of the most important things for us. Our beliefs but also our own children's health. He 
wants to remain in a public school setting and thats not fair for him as he's doing so well around 
his peers to have such a big decision between health and friends. He should have both! I don't 
think it's ok for you to make these types of choices for our own children's health. That's why this 
bill should NOT go through. Thank you  

-Emily Miller  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:20:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dr. Guy Yatsushiro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:22:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sarah Smith Individual Comments Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am very disturbed that the  government of Hawaii is attempting to subvert the freedoms of 
choice regarding medical treatments, of the citizens and children of Hawaii. 

This is an intrusion on religious freedom & parental rights.  

  

In light of how traditional Hawaiian cultural practices (and spiritual practices) have historically 
been suppressed, if not snuffed out, resulting in emotional suffering and  degradation of native 
communities, the government should be exponentially more sensitive to repeating it again. 

This bill unfairly targets individuals and communities who hold religious beliefs that differ from 
state mandates. The state should not be dictating medical decision of the parents. This is akin to 
what happens in communist societies. 

Removing religious exemptions disproportionately affects faith-based communities and restricts 
their ability to live in accordance with their values. 

  

I urge lawmakers to vote NO on HB1118 and respect the rights of families to make informed 
health decisions in alignment with their faith and holistic health beliefs. 

  

Sarah Smith 

Kauai 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:23:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

jody Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

US citizens have rights as to what we put in our body because it is the temple of God. The 
chemicals used in vaccines affect us in so many ways. Like the Covid vax which i didn't get and 
talked to over 10 people who took it and now have heart problems. Protect our keiki and Hawaii 
people.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:24:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bronwyn Leslie  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a resident and a parent of a child enrolled in school on the island of Hawaii I strongly oppose 
HB1118. All medical care choices ethically and by international law must be made with 
informed consent free of coercion. Denying education for one's religious beliefs is the definition 
of coercion and is fundamentally unconstitutional.  
Furthermore the financial effects on communities, children and our public school system will be 
devastating. Families will either move to other states that respect religious freedom or teach 
children at home, requiring a parent to exit the workforce. Lowered ADA will impact teachers, 
students and support services.  
The financial impact will be severe and unfair to the good people of our state. Please vote NO 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:24:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelly Patterson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill.  School will lose its funding because more children will be taken out 
of school because of this.  Enrollment rates will drop and you'll lose funding.  I'm addition 
Trump just signed a bill making it illegal to.do this.  In addition it is unconstitutional to infringe 
upon our religious freedom and our freedom to choose.  This is not a righteous or PONO 
representation of the people of Hawaii and you were elected Gov Green to represent the people 
of Hawaii, this is NOT what we voted for.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:25:04 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

LEIHAAHEO DIAS Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this bill. What we put into our bodies and our children's bodies should be our 
choice / choice of the parent. Vaccination status should not impede upon freedom of movement 
and access to public services. As we saw with the Covid vaccine... it neither prevented 
contraction nor the spread of Covid. What makes other immunizations any different? 
Unvaccinated keiki are not a threat to public health, and it is a God-given (and constitutional) 
right to adhere to our religious convictions without restriction or punishment.  

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:26:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chase Alcott Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because it takes away the freedom of protecting my children.  I am responsible 
for everything concerning my minor children: emotionally, physically, spiritually and mentally. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:27:10 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Adele Tripp Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My child's body my choice!!  It's not about religious beliefs, it's my choice to opt out of all 
vaccinations due to my personal belief. 

we learned a lot from Dr Fauci of what not to do and make irrational decisions. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:28:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keala Snyder Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose bill HB 1118 and making it mandatory for ALL children to take required 
vaccines to enter school. How can you take away a parents right for religous exemption? What is 
even the reason for this? Has there been an issue with children who are not vaccinated causing 
any serious issues in school? This is a violation of parent's constitutional rights. It is an over 
reach. I do not believe the government should have the ultimate say in something that involves 
the health of our children.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:28:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Napihaa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY APPOSE THIS BILL AND IT SHOULD NEVER COME UP FOR 
DISCUSSION EVER AGAIN!!! PEOPLE HAVE THE RIGHT TO CHOSE THE HEALTH 
OVER THEIR BODIES AND THAT OF THEIR CHILDREN.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:30:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alina Akbasheva Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments: I strongly OPPOSE HB1118!!! Vaccination is not a safe procedure. There are many 
side effects including death! It should not be force on anyone, especially our keiki.  



https://cogforlife.org/


https://cogforlife.org/


HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:34:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Agustin Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello my name is Ryan and I'm testifying my concerns with 1118 HB RELATING TO NON-
MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS. 

I do not consent my kids on being required to take vaccines just to go to school to learn. Do us 
adults need to have a mandatory vaccinations for a job besides the fields that deal with viruses. 
Our keikis doesn't deserve to be treated like lab rats and to have about 72 shots before adulthood 
is mind boggling. I think my son is already showing signs of having some type of condition after 
take 3 shots at once, hasn't been the same child ever since. 

BIG NO to passing this HB1118 bill. 

  

Sincerely Ryan Agustin from Kaneohe 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:36:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gloria Wahinepio Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My body, my choice. Medical tyranny is unacceptable. Please do not overstep. Represent 
Hawaii with the same spirit of aloha that you have represented in obtaining your job.  

 





By removing non-medical exemptions, we will foster safer educational environments where all 
children can learn without the added risk of preventable illness. This policy will bring our 
community closer to achieving higher levels of immunization, which will help us protect future 
generations from outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases. 

I urge you to support this important bill and work to ensure that the health and safety of our 
children, teachers, and communities come first. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Malia Shimokawa, MD 

Pearl City Medical Associates 

Pediatrics 

Aiea, HI 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:38:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Darshana Lane Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:43:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Telly Davenport Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Telly Davenport, and I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. As a parent I reserve my rights to make 
decisions for my children! This is unconstitutional and UN-American. Strongly opposed to this 
bill.   

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. 

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:44:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jerome Mansinon Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this crazy Bill. Who in their right mind would go against our constitution. If this Bill 
passes I will Home school all my grandchildren!. I vote HELL NO TO THIS HD1118.  

I oppose 

I oppose 

I oppose  

I oppose  

I oppose  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:44:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Donna Dearing Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I am opposed to bill HB1118 because it forces parents to give their children vaccines that 
they don't want to give them because there are all kinds of problems with the vaccines. Too 
many children are dying or having other complications with the vaccines. No one should be 
forced to do something against what their conscious tells them.  
Thank you,  

Donna Dearing 

Pahoa, HI 96778 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:45:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Colette walker Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello,  

I am writing in OPPOSITION of removing the religious exemption for vaccinations. Many of the 
vaccines on the childhood schedule contain MRC-5 ( a diploid Human cell culture  line 
composed of fibroblasts derived from lung tissue of a 14 week gestation aborted healthy 
Caucasian male fetus and WI-38 ( a diploid human cell line composed of fibroblasts derived 
from the lung tissue of a 3 month gestation aborted healthy female fetus).  
Many who support this bill will argue that these ingredients are only from two abortions 
from many years ago. Well that is true however it's important to note that there are HUNDREDS 
of healthy babies aborted and used in the DEVELOPMENT of vaccinations. Please check out the 
deposition of the famous vaccinologist Dr. Stanley Plotlin by lawyer Aaron Siri. The deposition 
is on YouTube. Dr Plotkin admits that in just ONE study there were 76 aborted babies who were 
healthy and 3 months or more along in their gestation. Many religious people do NOT agree with 
abortion. The United States of America's constitution respects religious beliefs.  
There are MANY reasons a family might choose not to vaccinate but today you must look at the 
religious exemption. We MUST have medical freedom in this country! Every individual has a 
right to decide what pharmaceutical drugs they do or do not inject into their body. We MUST 
respect religious freedom.  
Thank you so much for your time. I pray you make the right decision in opposition to this bill 
and in support of religious freedom.  
Best,  

Colette Walker 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:50:10 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christine Laupola Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Mahalo for this opportunity to submit my testimony. 

 My name is Christine Laupola.  I am a mother of 2 and I also work for the Department of 
Education.  I oppose HB 1118 HD1  Government should not be involved in making this decision. 
I believe it is the parents/guardians freedom to decide.  HB 1118 HD1 takes away that freedom 
and forces the parent to make a decision against their belief. Children deserve the right to an 
education regardless of the vacination status. Government using the children as leverage to get 
their way is completly wrong.  I ask that you consider the repercussions that this decision will 
have not only in our schools but in our families and for future generations. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:50:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kuulei Arizo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this testimony because it doesn't align with all parents right, values and belief systems. 
It should be up to the parent to make that decision and if they don't agree with the vaccinations 
then the kid is now penalized because of this barrier.  
  

Aloha, 

Concerned Parent 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:53:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marissa eveland Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a mother of 16 month year old and I oppose this bill. A bill that eliminates religious 
exemptions for vaccinations in order for children to attend public school raises significant 
concerns about personal and religious freedoms. While public health is undeniably important, 
such a policy could infringe upon deeply held religious beliefs and parental rights. 

The United States has a long-standing tradition of respecting religious liberty, and forcing 
families to choose between their faith and access to public education sets a troubling precedent. 
Parents who sincerely believe that certain vaccines conflict with their religious convictions 
should not be coerced into violating their beliefs in order to provide their children with an 
education. 

Furthermore, removing religious exemptions may disproportionately affect certain communities, 
leading to potential discrimination against religious minorities. It could also push families toward 
homeschooling or private education, further stratifying the education system and reducing 
diversity in public schools. 

Instead of removing religious exemptions entirely, a more balanced approach could involve 
education, outreach, and dialogue to address vaccine concerns while still respecting individual 
rights. Public health policy should be about building trust and cooperation rather than imposing 
one-size-fits-all mandates that disregard religious and personal beliefs.  
The job of the parent is to make the decision not the governments. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:53:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erin Yokomori Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am a parent.  I strongly oppose this bill - not because I oppose vaccinations, but because I 
oppose taking away parental choice in this matter.   

Parents should be allowed to make their own choice to request an EXEMPTION from required 
vaccinations for their children - based on their religious beliefs.   

Please allow parents to be the parents - not the state or government officials who are trying to 
pass laws making decisions for children who are not their own! 

Mahalo 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:54:23 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ihilani Buffett Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. It violates our rights as tax paying law abiding citizens. We the people 
have spoken, Look at the numbers! We have said we OPPOSE HB1118 and it still passed. This 
can only mean one thing-there is a hidden agenda. Politicians are disguising this violation of our 
rights as care or concern. The only care or concern we can see as constituents are care for lining 
pockets and illegal back door deals. You crooked politicians have gotten way too comfortable 
ripping the citizens of Hawaii off, and it has to end! I STRONGLY OPPOSE HB1118 along with 
the majority of Hawaii's citizens. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:55:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Crystale Cayaban Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118. I will be testifying in person on Friday. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:58:23 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaori Yoshioka  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

People need a choice! 

if you want to give a vaccine you can but if someone doesn't want to receive vaccine that's fine!  
we need a choice!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 12:58:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Layson Hoewaa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill 1118 HB RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO 
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS. Allow parents to decide if their children should be 
vaccinated or not.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:00:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hong Nguyen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly opposed this bill.  Our kid's right to public education and our family's right to exercise 
religious belief is important.  We do not inject anything that is made of using aborted fetal cell 
and therefore we refuse to receive vaccinations.  We will keep our kids at home if there is an 
outbreak.  We will get a letter from our church to prove our religious belief if needed.  There are 
ways in which the state can keep students healthy WITHOUT abolishing religious freedom, 
which would destroy diversity and respect that is in Aloha spirit. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:00:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaulanarose  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill 1118 HB RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO 
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS.  

 





 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:03:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alaina Freels Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

As a new mother of a delightful 1 year old, I can attest firsthand that I desire and seek what is 
best for my child, and all children. I humbly hope to nurture in him a respect for humanity, the 
courage to think freely, and the curiosity to seek the Lord. I want him to grow up in a country 
where he has the freedom to follow his religious convictions insofar as they respect the rights of 
others, and the freedom to choose what to put in his body, rather than the state making those 
decisions for him.  

Regardless of your personal views and decisions on immunizations, it is hard to deny that this 
bill is an attack on both freedom of religion, which includes the freedom to make decisions for 
the health of our families based on our individual beliefs and needs.  

We must first ask, why this bill, why now? There is no need nor grounds for this bill. There has 
never been a large-scale, placebo controlled study that proves vaccines are safe. In fact, the CDC 
has historically refused to conduct such a study, not even a historical comparison of health 
outcomes of the children who are vaccinated against those who are not, despite them having 
access to that data. Thankfully, this lack of solid research is being brough to public attention in 
recent months. 

Religious freedom, and the right to make our own choices for what we believe is best for our 
families, forms the backbone of this country. Freedom is a rare gift worth protecting. This 
freedom allows us to form a beautiful, diverse nation. If this bill passes we are handing over a 
freedom that should be reserved for the discretion of families into the hands of the state, and 
historically that loss of freedom has never been for the ultimate good of people in a society.  

Please oppose this bill for the sake of protecting our first amendment right to the freedom of 
religion, and the freedom for families to choose what they believe is best for those they love.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:05:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amy Pease Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong opposition to HB1118, which seeks to make vaccinations 
mandatory for children. While I fully support the right of families to make informed healthcare 
decisions, I believe this bill undermines parental rights, personal choice, and medical freedom. 

First and foremost, HB1118 disregards the fundamental rights of parents to make medical 
decisions that align with their child's unique health history and needs. Every child is different, 
and a one-size-fits-all vaccination policy does not account for medical, religious, or personal 
concerns. Parents, in consultation with trusted healthcare providers, should have the final say in 
what is best for their children. 

Additionally, there are legitimate concerns regarding vaccine side effects and potential adverse 
reactions. The Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) has documented cases of 
severe reactions, and while these may be rare, the risks should not be dismissed. Medical 
mandates remove informed consent and erode trust between families and healthcare providers. 

Furthermore, HB1118 sets a dangerous precedent by expanding government overreach into 
personal medical decisions. If the government can mandate vaccines, what prevents it from 
mandating other medical interventions without individual consent? Protecting medical freedom 
is essential to preserving the rights and liberties of all citizens. 

I urge you to respect the rights of parents to make informed medical decisions for their children. 
Public health policies should be built on education and choice, not coercion and force. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:06:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lindsay Borge Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I believe in full medical autonomy and strongly oppose HB 1118. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:06:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roberto Viernes Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Representatives, 

I am writing to you to encourage you to oppose HB1118. This bill would limit the freedoms of 
individuals and parents from being able to decide what is best for their own children. I know that 
many of you have your own children and that you want what is best for them. And each of us 
should have the freedom to be able to decide that for them. This bill would effectively take away 
the freedom of choice for individuals and parents in taking care of their children and placing that 
honor and decision making in the hands of the government. Please look deep into your hearts and 
decide against this bill as we want our ohanas and community to be able to live in freedom and 
prosper. Thank you for your time.  

Sincerely 

Roberto Viernes  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:07:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Myron Phillip Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

More than my views on whether I am pro/anti vax, I oppose this bill simply because it is an 
infringement on my constitutional rights as a proud American citizen. I love my country, and this 
bill opposes what America stands for. It is anti-American and works against the parent who 
should be exercising their rights and sole responsibility over their child; to provide for them, to 
protect them, and to raise them in the way they should go. But being enforced, or 
even coerced by the government in order to get an education is beyond the 
government's proper limits. This should not be supported by anyone who pledges allegiance to 
The Star Spangled Banner. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:08:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shalei Hardy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this because this takes away our rights as parent's to care for our children the way we 
see fit! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:08:47 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bridget  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is ___Bridget__________ from Faith in Action Church of God, and I 
testify in opposition to HHB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms.  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives.  

For this reason, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:09:02 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robin Sebala Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not agree on this bill ! We have rights for our children !  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:11:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rylan Leong Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution guarantees the right to free exercise of religion. 
By removing religious exemptions for vaccinations and school attendance, this bill would 
effectively force individuals to choose between their religious beliefs and their children's 
education. This violates the fundamental right to practice religion without government 
interference. 

While vaccines are a vital public health tool, there is little evidence that removing religious 
exemptions would significantly improve public health outcomes. Public health campaigns, 
education, and open dialogue can help address vaccine hesitancy without resorting to mandates 
that infringe on religious freedoms. I strongly OPPOSE HB1118. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:12:06 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shelby Kanakanui Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I testify against bill HB 1118 because it should not be required for kids to get a vaccine . Getting 
vaccinated belongs happening at a hospital or doctors office , at the proper place . Not in schools 
. That's not the schools job . That's the pediatricians job and parents job to make sure the kids are 
vaccinated . That's why schools ask for immunization records when you register your kids . I 
understand not all kids are vaccinated . But again , that's up to the parent . It's not the schools job 
to make sure the kids are vaccinated . It should not be required . All kids need their education . 
But not all kids needa be vaccinated . That'll be REAL DUMB if a child cannot go to school 
because they're not vaccinated . Homeschooling is expensive , '&&& not everyone will be able 
to afford it , or be able to get it done , especially single parents that have to work . That have no 
help wid their child . Are you really gonna take away these kids education over a vaccination that 
should be up to the parents and kids doctors ? ! KIDS NOW WERE TALKING ABOUT . KIDS 
. THAT STILL NEED TO LEARN . THAT HAVE A WHOLE LIFE AHEAD OF THEM !! 
These kids won't be able to have a future with this vaccination being required . Is that what we 
want for our future generation ? !  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:12:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

nancy wood Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Nancy A Wood, am adamantly opposed to HB1118 requiring mandatory vaccinations for 
school attendance in the state of Hawaii. It is unconstitutional and unethical.  My children were 
not vaccinated and neither are five of my seven grandchildren.  I watched my friends perfectly 
healthy baby suffer seizures and nearly die, the night of his first vaccination.  He suffered 
braindamage and lived until the age of 18 on dilantin and still having uncontrollable seizures.  I 
have, since that day opposed vaccines.  I have studied the adverse effects of vaccinations for 45 
years.  I respect every human's right to the protection of their bodily autonomy. I respect every 
cultural and religious reason to NOT fall prey to big pharma and the money earned at every 
level.  I stand with the testimony I watched as the overwhelming majority of the testimony has 
been against HB1118 but still passed without second thought and with minor insufficient 
ammendments.  I am shocked at the lack of concern and lack of education on the dangers of 
vaccines shown by the members who back this bill. It is unconstitutional as pointed out by many 
of the testimonies I witnessed on zoom.  How can you have just blindly passed this with so many 
of your constituents adamantly opposed?  this seems illegal.  I will not vote in your favor again! 
Many will not.  Many children will go without schooling due to this mandate.  I am adamantly 
opposed to HB1118.  Nancy A Wood. 

 





I respectfully urge policymakers to protect the rights of families who seek religious exemptions 
to vaccination requirements. Doing so ensures that we maintain a society that values both health 
and freedom without compromising one for the other. 

  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:13:10 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marisa Tyrell Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution guarantees the right to free exercise of religion. 
By removing religious exemptions for vaccinations and school attendance, this bill would 
effectively force individuals to choose between their religious beliefs and their children's 
education. This violates the fundamental right to practice religion without government 
interference. 

While vaccines are a vital public health tool, there is little evidence that removing religious 
exemptions would significantly improve public health outcomes. Public health campaigns, 
education, and open dialogue can help address vaccine hesitancy without resorting to mandates 
that infringe on religious freedoms. I strongly OPPOSE HB1118. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:13:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carly Lima  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill violates our constitutional rights to freedom of religion and will cause a huge 
discrepancy for a large group of children that will no longer have access to education based upon 
their religion. Many of the immunizations have proven side effects and aren't proven to prevent 
transmission as well, so it is not right to force the children to be guinea pigs and take this many 
immunizations if it isn't actually proven it improves their health. Take the time to push better 
nutrition and physical and mental and social health in schools and get better food choices for the 
kids. Don't target a group of people based on religious beliefs and cut off their children's options 
for education. This is wrong and unconstitutional and we are not a socialist country. We have the 
right to choose what we do with our own bodies- not only for abortions as the Democratic Party 
would like to push- but for what we put into our bodies as well. Thank you for considering these 
things. 

 





 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:15:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Scott Tsuha Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern,  

I oppose HB1118 

This bill would remove religiou8s excemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and religious freedoms. As a father, I belive that this could force famliies to choose between their 
faith and accessing education. 

Hawaii has long repected families rights to make medical decisions based on personal beliefs. 
Removing this exemption would infringe on that freedom and create unnecessary barriers to 
education. 

For these reasons, I oppose HB1118.  

Thank you for your time and conisderation! 

Concerned parent, 

Scott Tsuha 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:16:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mila Savini Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

   I am writing in support of removing religious exemptions for vaccines. Although I respect 
everyone religious freedoms, I respect everyone right to a healthy and happy environment even 
more. The anti-vax movement is dangerous to our society, productivity, and well-being. Can you 
imagine what would happen when working class families have to take three weeks off work to 
care for a sick child? This would be a financnial loss for the families during an already difficult 
economic environment. Not to mention, it would decrease the states productivity, give to a rise in 
medical expenses, and can have the potential to overwhelm our hospitals. What about the 
education sector? A few years ago, Kamaile Academy had to close down for three weeks due to 
a Mumps outbreak. Three weeks! That's three weeks of instructional time that students missed 
because a select few parents chose not to vaccinate their children. Either way I look at it, the 
benefits of this religious freedom do not outweigh the potential drawbacks. Additionally, I would 
like to point out that I don't want my own children to be exposed to anything that could risk their 
health and well-being.  
   Hawaii is small, has limited resources, and is extremely vulnerable when it comes to public 
health, as seen during COVID. I highly support this initiative and hope to see it go through.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:17:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tranquilino Gomez III Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I don't want my children to have to get vaccinated  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:18:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Paul A. Nahulu  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I opposed to this testimony!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:19:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Peter Sarono Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:20:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Drew Elwood Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Blatant violation of the constitution and bodily automy. You all should be ashamed of yourselves 
for even proposing this bill.  

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:21:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leah Purdy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The state of Hawaii DOES NOT have the right to inflict it's ideology and bypass the parent to 
administer drugs to children without parental CONSENT! This is not a dictatorship, as with the 
right to CHOOSE, whether or not a women CHOOSES to have an abortion. It is the individuals 
right as a parent to CHOOSE whether or not we would like to administer drugs to our children. 
Especially since these vaccines have not been extensively, tested in human trials nor has anyone 
discussed its possible connection to the huge increases in autism spectrum disorders. The state is 
overstepping, this is an inherent right as an individual to choose for oneself. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:23:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chelsea Genova Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello, 

I strongly oppose HB 1118. I am not anti vaccine, however my children receive vaccines on an 
alternate schedule than the current CDC schedule.  
  

I have a lot to comment on regarding my stance on vaccines however since this bill specifically 
relates to religious exemptions I will just speak to that.  
 
My belief system does not support abortion, however several vaccines are made with cell line 
from aborted fetuses. The mothers of those aborted babies knew they would be used for the 
creation of vaccines and that people would benefit from their being killed in the womb. Some 
examples include varicella or chickenpox vaccine and COVID vaccine, among others. These 
specific vaccines do not align with my beliefs and the ability to strip that from me and my 
children is horrific.  
  

again my kids do get vaccines but these are two they will not be getting, nor should they be 
forced to get to go to school and compromise their fundamental religious beliefs. It is horrendous 
and reprehensible to even be having to defend my right to a religious exemption. 

  

please strongly consider people like myself who are faced with a serious moral dilemma. 

I urge you all to make the right choice and oppose this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:24:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jason Potts Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:31:02 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joshua Chase Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this unconstitutional bill. This infringes upon our basic human rights and is 
absolutely appalling. Taking away religious rights and our right to give our kids an education 
with everyone else because we're different causes undo stress and financial burden on parents 
and therefore damages the trust of government already lost on its so called people it represents. 
As native Hawaiians you are taking away our opportunity to learn more about our culture with 
Hawaiian Immersion Charter Schools that we will be disqualified from if this bill is approved. 
Mahalo for your time and supporting our right to our own beliefs. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:34:02 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charlotte Cordes Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Save our children from harmful reactions from vaccination/poison forced upon our keikis for 
school requirement.  As parents and grandparents we need to protect the kids from unknown 
factors entering our childrens bodies.  I need to speak for them the innocent human beings forced 
to comply with the government mandating in order to receive an education.  State of Hawaii law 
makers are wrong to submit such a grave incorrigible act of injustice and using the children as 
ginny pigs.  Where is the proof of all safety measures taken to guarantee our children are safe 
from drugs forced into their bodies.   

Why make us choose a life of worries, health fears and possible financial hardship?  

Are you forcing our families opposing this to MOVE OUT OF STATE? 

Where are the guarantees this drug will do all good for children with no harmful side affects? 
Possibly contracting AUTISM?.  

Where's the proof  to keep them safe??? 

PLEASE OPPOSE THIS BILL. SINCERELY,  CHARLOTTE CORDES (808) 263-9626 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:36:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

N. Kealoha Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Commitee Members, 

As a registered tax-paying voter I STRONGLY OPPOSE  HB1118. Individuals have the God-
given right to decide what drugs or vaccines go into their bodies. Stop trying to impose the 
government's will, now sysnonymous with Big Pharma, onto those who choose not to take any 
vaccine. Any legilstor who supports this bill and similar bills, will be voted out of office. 
Mahalo. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:37:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wendy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is TOTALLY against our freedom!  God, the father, God the Creator, gave us freedom of 
choice, you do not have the right to take that away from us!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:38:51 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jamie Stewart Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This violates civil rights to mandate a vaccine when some of us our immunocomprised, have 
genetic mutations, religious beliefs, health risks, etc. vaccines can NOT be one size fits all 
because every person is different with different genetic code. This is unethical and 
unconstitutional. We the people demand our kids have free choice when going to school. Check 
the neurimburg code HELLO ILLEGAL BILL VERY ILLEGAL  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:39:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Katie Farmer Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support the government interfering and deciding what my children's medical needs are 
nor ignoring our religious rights. To withhold education from a child based on medical 
decisions is appalling. I plead with you to truly be a government of the people for the people and 
not a dictatorship removing rights against the people wishes. Clearly removing exemptions is not 
the will of the people and yet you continue to move it through committees. Honor your positions 
by not seeking to control the people but stand FOR the people.  

 



!Aloha & mahalo for your kind attention. I am very surprised & disturbed that this bill was even 

proposed: it is seriously unconstitutional. Furthermore, I myself am opposed to childhood 

vaccinations due to the serious increase in chronic illness among children due to the toxins in 

vaccines along with other sources. I've read the research, have you" You may have 

questions . . . & I have answers: 

QUESTION 1:!Do unvaccinated!children pose a health risk to others, especially 

immunocompromised children"

ANSWER:!No.!The vaccination status of other children does not pose a significant risk to your 

children, even those who are immunocompromised.!No study has ever shown that an 

unvaccinated child puts another child at risk. On the contrary, a 2014! NVIC (National Vaccine 

Information Center) report !documents how a vaccinated child can shed a live virus for up to 7 

weeks after injection, depending upon the vaccine given, and therefore poses more of a threat 

of spreading the disease.!

Physicians for Informed Consent !has a great fact sheet about vaccines on their website. In 

addition, you may want to read an article written by Jean Ghantous, the mother of a child with 

leukemia, at! Thinking MomÕs Revolution . What she has to say about this subject is right on.

QUESTION 2:  Are vaccines safe"!!Haven the been thoroughly tested"!!!

ANSWER: !No. In fact, all you need to do to find the answer to this question is to read the 

package insert for any vaccine. These inserts plainly state that the great majority of, if not all, 

vaccines contain ingredients known to be extremely toxic, including mercury, aluminum, 

sorbitol, and others. In animal studies, these ingredients have been shown to cause 

developmental delays; adverse neurologic events and disorders, such as motor weakness and 

slowing; and a host of other ill effects. You can find package insert information for many 

commonly given vaccines at! VaccineSafety.org .!

QUESTION 3 : Have vaccines saved millions of lives"

ANSWER: !No.!In fact, according to historical records, 90 percent of the decline in disease 

mortality occurred before the introduction of vaccines.!The most important factors contributing 

to the steep decline of diseases such as!polio, measles, diphtheria, and typhoid in the late 19th 

and early 20th centuries were better nutrition, less crowding, better sanitation, and!cleaner 

water. To learn the history and facts related to the decline of these diseases and their mortality 

rates, check out! LearnTheRisk.org .

QUESTION 4 : Are Vaccines 100% effective"

ANSWER: !Unfortunately, no.!It has been well documented in countless cases that diseases such 

as measles, mumps, and whooping cough (pertussis) occur in fully vaccinated populations. 
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Vaccinations by no means guarantee a child will not contract the virus or bacteria the vaccine is 

supposed to protect against.!

There are many examples of this:

Measles!outbreaks occur regularly in fully vaccinated populations. The! reasons !for 
this are: (a) Vaccine-conferred immunity wanes over time. And contrary to what you 
have been told,! a third, or booster ,!dose!of the vaccine has not been shown to 
increase immunity.!(b) Some people donÕt respond to the vaccine at all despite 
multiple shots. In fact, it is estimated that! nearly 50% !of schoolchildren and most 
adults vaccinated with two doses of the MMR vaccine can still be infected with the 
measles virus and spread it to others, even with mild or no symptoms of their own.

China !is a perfect example of this. For the last decade, China has had a countrywide vaccination 

coverage above 95% (the threshold for measles elimination). Yet, measles continues to cause 

large epidemics. One! study !shows that despite a measles vaccination rate of more than 97 

percent, more than one-quarter of vaccinated children in Tianjin, China, became infected with 

measles. School systems also see similar outbreaks. Two school systems in TexasÑone 

in!Houston !and one in! Corpus Christi Ñare prime examples of outbreaks among the fully 

vaccinated.

In addition, we are now seeing generations of children born to vaccinated mothers. These 

children lack! transplacental immunity Ñin other words, disease immunity is not passed from the 

mother to the child, unlike with previous generations, because the vaccinated mother does not 

have the natural immunity. So, rather than eradicating diseases such as measles and creating 

healthier children who could fight off a measles infection if they were to acquire it, vaccines are 

creating generations of children who become! sicker !from these infections than in the past due 

to an altered host immune response, and we are likely to see higher death rates as well.!

In fact, the side effects of the MMR vaccine are worse than getting the measles. For example, 

data shows that seizures are 5 times more likely to occur in children who have received the 

MMR vaccine than in children who contract the measles.

Conversely,! naturally acquired measles infections !are associated with a reduced risk of 

HodgkinÕs and non-HodgkinÕs lymphomas, as well as a reduced risk of atopic diseases such as 

hay fever, eczema, and asthma. In addition, measles infections are associated with a lower risk 

of mortality from cardiovascular disease in adulthood.!

In 2016, an outbreak of! mumps! swept through the student body at! Harvard . These 
students were all fully vaccinated. In 2019, a US Navy warship carrying marines was 
quarantined for nearly 4 months due to a mumps outbreak. All of the service people on 
board had been fully vaccinated against it. This is not the first incident of an! outbreak of 
mumps on a military ship .!
The current outbreaks of! pertussis !in this country are taking hold in fully vaccinated 
children. This is because the current pertussis vaccine doesnÕt confer much protection at 
all, and what protection it does provide wanes within 2 years. As is common in the world 
of viruses and bacteria, the pertussis germ has mutated, making the! DPT vaccine 
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ineffective .!In December 2019, a Houston school closed due to a! pertussis 
outbreak !among vaccinated children and staff.

QUESTION 5 : Are vaccinated children healthier than unvaccinated children"

ANSWER: !Sadly, no. A staggering 50% of children todayÑmore than ever beforeÑhave a 

chronic illness including asthma, allergies, ADHD, depression, anxiety, developmental delays, 

and autoimmune diseases.!Controlled clinical trials comparing vaccinated with unvaccinated 

populations in the United States have never been carried out.!And there arenÕt any studies on 

the safety of injecting infants, toddlers, and adolescents with!up to 6!vaccines in a single visitÑ

a common practice today.

There are now 69 to 72 vaccines recommended by the CDC!for all children through age 18.!The 

vaccine industry has become a! huge business !with no liability.!On the contrary, it is the US 

taxpayers who have thus far paid out %4.1 billion in vaccine-related damages since the 

companies themselves have been granted immunity. MerckÕsÑjust one of several vaccine 

manufacturersÑ 2019 fourth-quarter financial highlights !speak volumes as to what is really 

happening. And while many pediatricians have not dared to speak out on the subject, some who 

have been in practice 20 years and longer, including! Dr. Lawrence Palevsky , are now coming out 

and saying it is their unvaccinated patients who are healthier than their vaccinated ones. In fact, 

some! studies !show that the non-specific effects of vaccines can increase morbidity and 

mortality.

Additional information to consider:

In 1986, Congress gave vaccine manufacturers complete immunity from all liability 

resulting!from vaccine injury, shifting the financial burden to US taxpayers, who, according to 

the Vaccine Adverse Events Reporting System (VAERS), have paid out %4 billion to vaccine-

injured families since that date.!That is a lot, considering that fewer than 1% of all vaccine 

injuries are reported.!

The average period of safety testing for a vaccine is!only 10 days. If you or your child develops 

seizures 2 weeks following a vaccine, almost no doctor will attribute the cause to the 

vaccine.!Yet, pregnant women are being given flu and DPT vaccines containing aluminum, 

mercury, and other neurotoxins even though the practice is known to cause an! increased risk in 

autism spectrum disorder .

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has ruled for the past decade that aluminum in infant 

parenteral (feeding) solutions should not exceed 5 micrograms/kg/day. Yet, aluminum in infant 

IV parenteral solutions, commonly given to infants in standard neonatal intensive care IV 

feeding solutions, contains 45 micrograms/kg/day. These solutions are given for 14 days or 

longer and have been shown to impair neurological development. One 

influential! study !estimated that infants lost around one mental development index point for each 

day on the standard aluminum solution.

The CDC continues to ignore this data and requires that all newborns born in the United States 

receive the hepatitis B vaccine at birth (or shortly after). The hepatitis B injection contains 250 



micrograms of aluminumÑmore than 10 times (1,000%) the maximum FDA allowable

Since vaccine manufacturers won their immunity from prosecution, the CDC schedule for 

recommended vaccines has tripled.!Two hundred more vaccines are in the pipeline.!The CDC 

itself is involved in! conflict of interest !practices with vaccine companies;!and the! former CDC 

director , who fast-tracked Gardasil despite many concerns, became the head of MerckÕs 

vaccine division. The CDCÕs Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) includes 

many individuals who have received financial gains from vaccine manufacturers.

Remember, the first step toward maintaining your health and your health freedom is staying 

informed. It is your right to be informed before making any decisions regarding your health. So, 

keep asking questions

Two More Questions That Many People Are Asking Now

QUESTION 6 :!Are vaccines the only way to achieve herd immunity"

ANSWER:! No.We are hearing about herd immunity a lot lately. Frankly, this term is being co-

opted to achieve higher vaccination rates. In fact, from June 2020-November 2020 the World 

Health Organization (WHO) changed the definition of herd immunity to imply it can only be 

achieved through vaccination. The truth is active immunity is achieved by natural immunity. 

Vaccine-induced immunity is partial immunity but is not true immunity.

So, let me explain.True immunity is obtained through exposure to an infection that your body 

fights off. When your body defeats an infection, you gain lifelong immunity to that infection in 

the future. You even acquire someÑeven considerableÑimmunity to different strains of the 

infection. I have a friend who had SARS (along with her husband) in 2003. My friend and her 

husband were exposed to SARS-COV-2 through their housekeeper (who developed COVID-19) 

in February of 2020. However, because my friend and her husband had SARS 17 years ago, they 

developed only very minor symptoms for about 2 days.

Mothers who have natural immunity to infections pass that immunity to their babies. ItÕs called 

transplacental immunity. My same friend who had SARS had a baby in 2007. Their child who was 

12 years old and likely had multiple exposures to SARS-COV-2 in addition to the household 

exposure, did not become sick. Transplacental immunity does not occur if the mother is 

vaccinated.

The theory behind vaccine-created immunity is that vaccines prime your immune system to 

fight off an infection if you are ever exposed to it. However, vaccines use a much weaker strain 

than that found in nature. This is one reason multiple booster shots are needed, and why we see 

breakthrough cases of diseases we inoculate against. Another reason vaccines do not provide 

100% immunity is because your immune system is designed to respond to exposures, not 

intramuscular injections with toxic adjuvants.

Now, the COVID-19 shots are brand new technologies that work differently than typical 

vaccines. However, like traditional vaccines these injections will also require you to take 

multiple booster shots. And, as with traditional vaccines, we are already seeing breakthrough 



cases in people who have taken the COVID shotsÑnot to mention serious adverse effects, 

including disability and death, from the vaccines themselves

Getting back to herd immunity, the important thing to remember is! if you have had a disease 

and recovered from it, you have lifelong immunity. !So, you do not need to be vaccinated 

against it. A recent! study !showed that people who have had SARS-COV-2 are unlikely to 

become reinfected, and that the COVID shots do not provide additional protection to previously 

infected individuals.

Please note that The FDAÕs decision to approve the BA.4/5 boosters was made without data 

from human trials.!In fact, the only ÒdataÓ is from miceÑspecifically 8 mice. This is hardly 

evidence that the shots are Òsafe and effective.Ó The FDAÕs approval process in this instance is 

unprecedented primarily due to the fact that mice conditions do not compare to or mimic the 

human state. And while the FDA clears flu vaccines without human trials (another shot I do not 

recommend), the mRNA shots are not the same.!!

Bypassing normal drug development protocols to rush a drug to market without supporting data 

should raise a red flag for everyone. And, these shots are being approved for Emergency Use 

Authorization (EUA). But what is the emergency" The CDC has relaxed its Òpandemic rules.Ó So 

whatÕs really going on" IÕll tell you what: The government, the FDA and the! CDC!are preparing us 

for annual (or more frequent) booster shots.

During a! vaccine advisory committee meeting !on September 1, 2022, Evelyn Twentyman, head 

of the CDCÕs vaccine policy unit, said ÒWe want to emphasize weÕre no longer looking at total 

number of doses. From now on, the agency hopes to transition into a more regular schedule for 

COVID-19 vaccines, similar to getting annual flu shots.Ó

StŽphane Bancel , ModernaÕs CEO, has said that the shots will evolve like the iPhone. And, the 

people who are pushing these jabs on us would like to make them mandatory and tied to your 

ability to participate in society while they continue to bypass protocols, sell their Òsafe and 

effectiveÓ slogan through the media, celebrities, and others, and put the profits in their own 

pockets. Mahalo for hearing me & may we all be well.

Mahalo 

Vr

Michael Thomas Crompton

US Army Vet



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:40:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

ALISON SIMMONS Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Alison Simmons, and I am expressing my OPPOSITION to HB1118. 

This is a very important matter to me, as a parent, grandparent and concerned member of our 
community! HB1118 would remove religioius exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting 
parental and religious freedoms and violating a person's right to make decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs.  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could even force families to 
choose between their faith and accessing eduation, and this should not happen! While public 
health is important, policies should also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives.  

For these reasons, I testify in OPPOSITION to HB1118. THANK YOU for your time and 
consideration.  

Aloha, Alison Simmons 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:40:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Louella Vidinha Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Opposing Bill 1118 

We're the parents,  not the Government 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:42:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Beth McDonald Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  This bill is a violation of our first amendment of religious freedom.  There is 
already a process in place to take kids out of schools with REs in the case of an outbreak.  This 
bill will encourage people to move off the island or homeschool, taking away revenues for the 
state and the DOE.  Also if your vaccines work, what are you afraid of?  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:42:51 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Adele s Ling Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE THIS BILL HB1118 AS IT INFRINGES ON OUR RIGHTS TO 
CHOOSE WHETHER TO ALLOW OUR CHILDREN TO GET THE JAB OR NOT.  IT IS 
NOT THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION OR PLACE TO MAKE SUCH A MANDATE.  THIS 
IS BETWEEN PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN AND NOT THE GOVERNMENT!  THIS 
BILL IS AN OUTRAGE!  THIS BILL MUST NOT MOVE FORWARD AND MUST DIE 
RIGHT NOW! 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:43:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alysha Franco Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I want to use my freedom of speech to oppose HB 1118. I believe we, Americans should have 
the right to religious exemptions of vaccines. During COVID, when the vaccines were new, there 
wasn't trials proving the vaccines worked. Whether we got the vaccine or we didn't the 
possiblitiy to get COVID was still possible and the only way to survive the fears was to have 
faith in God. While I didn't get the vaccine, I relied in the faith of God that He would keep me 
safe. And he has.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:44:18 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Matthew Hanaoka Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY DO NOT SUPPORT HB1118. It violates our constitutional rights and beliefs, 
including our God given freedom to make decisions involving myself and my family based on 
facts/evidence. It is not right to be forced or pressured by those who have no risk or reprocussion 
on what is put into our bodies. I an open to evidence-based data supporting vaccination, not 
opinion-based rhetoric.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:45:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Debbie Tamura Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:46:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jennifer Robiniol Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a mother of a 6 year old and he's a very healthy boy. I don't agree that the government 
should say what my own child needs to have vaccinated that I don't approve of. It's in my child's 
protection that this doesn't pass. Where is our rights and why all of a sudden this is being brought 
up in a bill? This is very uncalled for and I don't agree with this at all. I strongly feel that it's 
every parents choice what's right for their child when it comes to vaccines. I ask you make the 
right choice.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:49:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sarah Biniek Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Sarah Biniek oppose to the bill HB 1118. To with hold something from the public until they 
comply with what you want is unconstitutional.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:49:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Doug Pasnik Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Legislation violates the most fundamental God given right to bodily autonomy.   

 
I oppose this legislation. 

 





  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:51:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jasmine Williams Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE HB1118 HD1 

Aloha Legislators: 

Vanccine mandates deny my constitutionally protected religious rights. America was founded on 
religious freedom. Government overreach in our personal religious beliefs are wrong and unjust. 
Parents must decide what is best for their children based on their own religious beliefs and 
convictions that they live by.  

Government overreach in our personel medical choices are wrong and unjust. Parents must be 
able to make medical decisions on behalf of their children. It is factual that vaccines have side 
effects, that may cause, sickness, disabilities, and even death. Parents must have the right to 
decide with informed consent whether or not any vaccine is beneficial for their children not the 
government. Parents should be given the choice to decide if they are willing to risk any adverse 
reaction that may come from a vaccine given to their child, not the government. What will 
happen if children die or become disabled or sick because of a vaccine, will you Legislators take 
responsibilty, will the Governor take responsibility?  More than likely the answer would be no. 
Parents and family members will have to take on the cost of medical care, caregiver expenses for 
a sick or disabled child, possibly incur loss of wages in order to care for the child, or work 2 or 3 
jobs to try to make ends meet. Parents, siblings and other family and friends will have to endure 
the pain, anguish and loss over a once happy thriving child, they may incur possible funeral 
expenses, destruction of the family unit, divorce, etc. The damage caused would have severe 
rippling effects. Are you ready, if a mandated vaccine, that you voted for, adversely affects your 
child, grandchild, nephew, niece or another loved one, will you be okay and say your loss was 
good for the greater population? 

Hawaii Department of Education State Superintendent of Education, Keith Hayashi opposes 
HB1118 HD1 with testimony given at the February 7, 2025 Hearing of the State Legislature in 
the House Committee on Health. This "may inadvertently limit some students' ability to attend 
school, creating disparities in educational opportunities..." This Bill would inflict additional 
burdens on families to find and bear the cost of alternative means to educate their children. Some 
families may be able to do better than others, creating another disparity among children. 



This could also impact the student population count, which will impact HIDOE funding. Less 
students, mean less need of employees, leading to higher unemployment rate and loss of medical 
insurance, etc.  Yet, another rippling effect for families, communities and our State. 

I respectfully implore you to oppose HB1118 HD1.   

Thank you for your time and consideration of my 
testimony.                                               Sincerely,                                                                            
                                                 Jasmine Williams 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:52:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shyla C Lafaele Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill due to the contrary fact of My body my choice that was heavily echoed during 
roe vs wade regarding abortion medical rights. This is very concerning and contradictory. How 
can the state of Hawaii support my body my choice per say or women's right regarding 
healthcare and abortion rights and choices but yet require children to get vaccines and not accept 
religious exertions. How is this my body my choice. What goes for one should go for all. How 
can the people of Hawaii trust our government and leaders when there is much confusion as 
such. This is a perfect example of DO WHAT I SAY NOT AS I DO. Be fair be Pono God is 
First, we learn this in kindergarten and as adults we all should be masters of this. What is the 
ulterior motives besides herd immunity? Greed oppression and control is what the people of 
Hawaii is facing since the overthrow of the kingdom. Let's not repeat history but make it right.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:54:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Faafiaolo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Faafiaolo, and I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for students vaccinations, limiting, parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. I am concern that my son will not have the 
option to chose whether to take a vaccine or not. I am concern if his immune system will be able 
to handle any vaccine. We live in a country of freedom and choices and this bill will take that 
away from our keikis future. 

Hawaii has long recongmized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse persectives.  

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:54:53 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kayla Davis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not think the people supposedly voted in should not be allowed to take any of our 
constitutional rights away. I have freedom to choose what goes in my God given body. God gave 
me the immune system to fight things in this world in which I work hard to keep my immune 
system working properly. As someone who had a blood cancer, Hodgkin's Lymphoma I wore a 
mask, I took proper precautions not the other way around. We should not be forcing anyone in 
AMERICA to do these things. Stop the fear mongering. Stop the hidden adgendas. I do not want 
to homeschool my child AGAIN but I will if I have to. Please do not make my child miss high 
school! Mothers know best of their children! Not the doctor, not the state, not the government. I 
was never against vaccines until during covid my doctor of 4 years said "I know your antivaxer 
but how do you feel about the covid vaccine." I said "what, No?!, I am fully vaccinated up until 
now and I just don't get the flu shot because I get adverse reactions I get super sick." I never went 
back to that doctor again. I still have never gotten Covid to this day and I have multiple health 
issues they list as high risk! I still refuse this shot! After reading the Vaers reports I still do not 
wish to take certain vaccines. What happened to doctors "Do no harm"? I once took that oath 
myself!!! I pray to God you listen to the people.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:55:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristin Ho Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

As a family with two children. This is defintley against our beliefs, to have public schools which 
is the only way our child can get their education to force us to get our children vaccinated. Each 
family has a right to their own beliefs and I do not believe in vaccaniation. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:56:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roy Alcoran Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposing this bill because it's a violation of my religious practice according to the 
Consittution. I will not give power to the school to determand what vaccine my childrens will. 
take. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:57:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kim Kawahara Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, 

My name is Kim Kawahara and I am testifying in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would undermine religious and personal beliefs that diversify us.   

Two things that are deeply personal are parenting and religious beliefs.  This bill steps into both 
these sacrid places. Hawaii law as it stands on this issue got it right, allowing for choice of 
relgious excemptions.  Private schools are chosen to uphold similar values that are shared by the 
paying parent. It is a constitutional freedom to choose individually our beliefs.  Parents bear the 
financal, emotional and legal responsibility for their children. They should continue to be 
allowed the  freedom to choose individualy for each child. Making the  best decisons for them 
requires a choice. Parenting children to be good stewards of their minds and their bodies is a 
sacrid  duty of a parent. Please, do not infringe our rights to choose. 

Aloha, Kim Kawhara 

 





vulnerable community members. I strongly urge you to pass HB 118 because no child should 
have to suffer or die from a disease we have the power to prevent. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:59:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gabrielle Awai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

i STRONGLY oppose HB1118. no one should be forced to put any foreign substance into their 
body in order to get an education. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 1:59:47 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Liberty Hose Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

As a mother of 3, I am opposing this bill. The decision to vaccinate our children should be a 
decision we make as parents, not something that we are forced to do. I respect all parents 
decisions whether or not they decide to have their child vaccinated. The elimination of non-
medical exemptions are a direct violation of our constitutional rights when a religious exemption 
will not be accepted. We take oaths with our hand on a bible, we have currency with the phrase 
"in God we trust", America was founded on Christian values, and if not that, we accept and 
respect every religious practice, even if it's not our own. So why would a religious exemption be 
null and void when it comes to the decision of our children getting vaccines? You are now 
putting parents in a predicament of letting their children get an education, or going against their 
religious beliefs  along with saving their bodies from what they believe is poison. When the 
Governor or any high official addresses the state, appears in a press conference after a tragedy, 
what is part of their speech 100% of the time? They say, "our prayers are with you". Yet, you 
will not honor an exemption based on the same religion and beliefs you publicly state. For the 
sake of our future generations, for the sake of our children's health and well being, please do not 
pass this bill. Let parents, parent and advocate for their children.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:00:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carrieann K Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I oppose this bill... 
Looking over the submitted testimony 1400+ all in favor to oppose bill HB118, Less than 100 in 
support of this bill... (last time I tried counting lol) 

I feel the people has spoken loud and clear. Please Listen  

Vaccine shouldn't be mandated it should be our choice..  
First Amendment! 

Mahalo and God bless us All!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:00:43 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jasmine Bell Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

To our elected members of the Hawaii State Legislature by the people of Hawai'i, 

 
I am writing to express my strong opposition to Bill HB1118, which seeks to eliminate religious 
exemptions for vaccinations in our schools. As a concerned citizen and parent, I believe that this 
bill undermines the fundamental rights of families to make informed decisions regarding their 
children's health and well-being. 

The right to religious freedom is a cornerstone of our democracy, allowing individuals to live 
according to their beliefs without government interference. By removing the ability for parents to 
opt out of mandatory vaccinations based on their religious convictions, this bill not only 
infringes upon our rights but also sets a concerning precedent for government overreach into 
personal and family decisions. 

Vaccinations are a personal choice, influenced by various factors including individual health 
circumstances and deeply held beliefs. Parents should have the autonomy to make these 
decisions for their children, and they should not be coerced into compliance with a one-size-fits-
all mandate. It is essential to respect and honor the diverse views within our community, 
especially when it comes to health decisions that can have lifelong impacts. 

Moreover, there is a growing body of evidence suggesting that a blanket vaccination mandate 
may not necessarily lead to better public health outcomes. Public health policies should be based 
on sound science and should take into account the nuances of individual health needs and family 
beliefs. 

I urge you to consider the implications of Bill HB1118 and to stand up for the rights of parents 
and their children. Please oppose this bill and support the preservation of religious exemptions 
for vaccinations in our schools. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. I appreciate your time and commitment to 
representing the interests of your constituents. 

Sincerely, 

Jasmine Bell 



 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:00:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Racquel Alfsen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HB1118 is unconstitutional and unlawfully values the secular over the religious, restricting the 
free exercise of one's beliefs. 

On February 15, 2025, Trump authorized an executive order to keep education accessible and 
end COVID 19 vaccine mandates.  It states such mandates usurped parental authority and 
burdened students of many faiths.  This ruling is valid for religious exemptions and overrides this 
proposed bill.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:01:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Kamaile Puaoi Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

My name is Kamaile Puaoi and I am a single mom of Hawaiian descent. I am writing to strongly 
oppose HB1118. My beliefs as a Kanaka Maoli coming from a lineage of traditional 
Hawaiian healers and health practitioners as well as having a deep relationship with God and my 
ancestors, I can assure you that my beliefs are incorporated into our daily family practices which 
in turn benefits my ohana's strong spiritual, mental, and physical resolve.  

If HB1118 is passed by this committee, all of you will have to consider that you will be taking 
away the right to an education for not only my child, but thousands of keiki throughout the state 
of Hawaii due to the many varied and strong spiritual beliefs that families hold as the 
foundational pillars of raising their children.  

Not only would it affect our children and their ability to attend school, but it would also 
jeopardize the smaller charter schools in particular who rely on the student population for 
funding in smaller rural areas of our state, which I believe this bill would significantly impact.  

I urge you to consider my choice of religious freedom and how I express it to be just as 
important as any other parent's choice, and I feel that the government should not be allowed to 
take this simple right away from me now or forever more.  

Sincerely,  

Kamaile Puaoi 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:02:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jenesis Cabjuan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 because it is a government overreach on our 1st Amendment to exercise 
freedom of religion and it directly opposes President Donald J. Trump's Executive Order of 
"Keeping Education Accessible and Endling COVID-19 Vaccine Mandates in Schools". 
Vaccination is and has never been a requirement to live and should not be a requirement to get an 
education or provide education. There is already a decline of teachers and students in the state of 
Hawai'i, and this will cause even more teachers to drop out.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:04:04 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erin Kumai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Erin Kumai, and I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and longstanding personal and religious freedoms. I am a parent of 4 children, and it is my 
responsibility to raise my child to the best of my ability to become an asset to society. I should be 
able to raise my child in alignment with our family's religious views and be able to have access 
to the education system as well. Furthermore, vaccination should always be a choice, if the 
purpose of vaccination holds true, those who choose to be vaccinated should not be concerned 
with those who are not. Policies should respect our individual rights and diverse perspectives and 
allow us the freedom of choice.  

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:04:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kim Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This infringes upon individuals rights to excercise their religious beliefs.  This overrides parental 
rights in medical decisions for their OWN child.  Strongly oppose.  If this passes you will see a 
decrease in enrollment in schools.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:04:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kahaia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The choices of what's needed for our children should stay in the hands of the parents. It shouldn't 
be forced.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:06:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Justin Uahinui Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:06:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Donalee Pang Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for the opportunity to Submit my strong opposition to SB1118.   We should allow 
parents to make the decision on what is right for their children. Also, religious freedom is our 
right under the Constitution of the United States.  To remove that freedom is a violation of our 
rights.   

My grandchildren have never been vaccinated and they have been the healthiest children 
ever.  They have less than 5 days a year home from school because of sickness and they rarely 
need to rely on Dr. prescribed medicine to get better should they not feel well.  They also never 
contacted Covid and did not get the Covid vaccines and they are perfectly healthy.  Vaccines are 
dangerous and can be liife threatenting and I strongly oppose this bill.  Thank you. 

 







  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:08:49 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hunter Smith Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose. This goes against human rights  

 





[00:38:04] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading Authority on Vaccines  

Yes.  

[00:38:06] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

How many fetuses were used in the study described in this article?  

[00:38:11] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading Authority on Vaccines  

Quite a few.  

[00:38:12] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

So this study involved 74 fetuses, correct?  

[00:38:18] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading Authority on Vaccines  

I don't remember exactly how many.  

[00:38:21] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

Turn to page 12 of the study.  

[00:38:29] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading Authority on Vaccines  

Yeah, 76.  

[00:38:30] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

76. And these fetuses were all three months or older when aborted, correct?  

[00:38:38] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading Authority on Vaccines  

Yes.  

[00:38:39] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

Okay. And these were all normally developed fetuses , correct?  

[00:38:42] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading Authority on Vaccines  

Yes.  

[00:38:43] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

What organs did you harvest from these fetuses?  

[00:38:46] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading Authority on Vaccines  



Well, I didn't personally harvest any, but a whole range of tissues were harvested by co-workers.  

[00:38:57] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

Okay. And these pieces were then cut up into little pieces , right?  

[00:39:00] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading Authority on Vaccines  

Yes.  

[00:39:01] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

And they were cultured?  

[00:39:04] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading Authority on Vaccines  

Yes.  

[00:39:05] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

Okay. Some of the pieces of the fetuses were pituitary gland that were, that were chopped up into pieces to.  

[00:39:16] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading  

Mmm hmm.  

[00:39:16] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

Okay. Included the lung of the fetuses?  

[00:39:18] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading  

Yes.  

[00:39:19] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

Okay. Included the skin.  

[00:39:20] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading  

Yes.  

[00:39:21] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

Kidney.  

[00:39:21] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading  

Yes.  



[00:39:22] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

Spleen.  

[00:39:23] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading  

Yes.  

[00:39:24] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

Heart.  

[00:39:24] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading  

Yes.  

[00:39:26] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

And tongue.  

[00:39:29] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading  

I don't recall, but yeah, probably, yes.  

[00:39:32] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

So I just want to make sure I understand. In your entire career, and this was just one study, so I'm going to 
ask, let me ask you again. In your entire career, how many fetuses have you worked with? Approximately.  

[00:39:50] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading Authority on Vaccines  

Well, I don't remember the exact number, but quite a few, when we were studying them originally, before we 
decided to use them to make vaccines.  

[00:40:03] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

Do you have any sense? I mean, this is one study had 76. How many other studies did you have that you used 
aborted fetuses for?  

[00:40:08] Stanley Plotkin, MD, World's Leading Authority on Vaccines  

Oh, I don't remember how many.  

[00:40:10] Aaron Siri, Esq., Lead Attorney, ICAN  

You're aware, are you aware that the, one of the objections to vaccination by the plaintiff in this case is the 
inclusion of aborted fetal tissue in the development of vaccines and the fact that it's actually part of the 
ingredients of vaccines.  

 





this clause available for the Department of Health to invoke if necessary, should the disease rates 
suddenly increase.  

Thank you for considering my testimony ,  
 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:10:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lira Quitevis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I strongly oppose HB 1118, repealing religious exemptions for vaccinations for school aged 
children and adults, from pre-school through post-secondary education, in both public and 
private institutions. 

This bill is trying to regulate religious beliefs and burden religious exercise. This is not right. 

Please vote pono and vote against HB 1118. 

Mahalo, 

L. Quitevis 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:13:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jo Cassidy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose against HB1118 as this interferes with parental rights and religious freedoms. This is 
very concerning because parents should have the freedom to decide what is best for their 
children without the state interfering. This is very disappointing as this bill may affect many 
families who have strong religious beliefs against this and will no longer be able to use the 
school system which makes schools no longer inclusive.  
  

Please do not pass HB1118 for the best interest of our state. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:13:49 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Alisa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is David Alisa, and I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. Our religious freedoms are protected under 
the First Amendment and this bill is a direct contradiction the the US Constitution. 

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. 

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 





3. Supporting Natural Immunity and Holistic Health 

Natural remedies, including proper nutrition, herbal medicine, acupuncture, chiropractic care, 
and homeopathy, have been used for centuries to support the immune system and overall well-
being. Many individuals choose these methods because they align with their religious and 
philosophical beliefs about health. Forcing individuals to comply with government-mandated 
medical interventions while disregarding natural immunity and holistic health approaches is not 
only unjust but also ignores growing scientific evidence supporting these alternatives. 

  

4. Unnecessary Government Overreach and Discrimination 

HB1118 unfairly targets families who make informed, conscientious health choices based on 
faith or holistic medicine. The government should not have the power to dictate personal health 
decisions, especially when those decisions are deeply rooted in religious beliefs and cultural 
traditions. By removing religious exemptions, this bill effectively discriminates against those 
who believe in natural healing, pushing them into a system that may conflict with their values. 

5. No Clear Public Health Crisis Justifying This Change 

Religious exemptions have existed for decades without any significant public health crisis linked 
to them. Those who follow natural health practices often prioritize wellness, nutrition, and 
immunity-building strategies, which contribute positively to overall public health. Removing 
exemptions based on an exaggerated fear of non-compliance disregards the real benefits of 
holistic health and personal responsibility. 

Conclusion 

HB1118 is an unjustified intrusion on religious freedom, parental rights, and holistic health 
choices. Hawaii has always honored cultural diversity and personal freedoms, and this bill 
threatens those core values. I urge lawmakers to vote NO on HB1118 and respect the rights of 
families to make informed health decisions in alignment with their faith and holistic health 
beliefs. 

 We shall know them by their fruits, instead of their political rhetoric!  

Hawaii is blessed to have a diversity that will overcome such self-righteous political spin ! We 
are as God Created Us, not as  scientific propaganda would have us believe. 

Peace, Rev. J Kurtis Kunesh  

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:14:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeffery Malavong Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:14:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dominic cruz Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Dominic Cruz, and I testify in opposition to HB1118 This bill would 
remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice and long-standing 
personal and religious freedoms. As a uncle of many nephews and neices I know it's 
unconstitutional for this bill to be in place because that's my rights and others that could be taken 
away. Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. For these reasons, I testify in opposition 
to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:16:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kimberly Machado Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony Opposing HB 1118 

  

Dear Members of the Committee, 

  

My name is Kimberly Machado, and I strongly oppose HB 1118 because it takes away 
parents rights to make important health decisions for their children. Parents should have the 
freedom to choose what is best for their families, including whether to vaccinate. 

  

This bill also hurts religious freedom. Some families have deep beliefs that do not allow 
vaccines, and they should not be forced to go against their faith. The government should respect 
religious choices and parental rights. 

  

Please vote NO on HB 1118. 

  

Sincerely, 

Kimberly Machado 

Phone: 808-493-4392 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:16:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Shields Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118. A parent should have the freedoms to choose what they put into their 
child's body. Not the government. I oppose HB118, this violation in our religious freedom.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:17:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Walter Arguelles Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Waltee Arguelles (a registered voter here in the state of Hawai'i) & I 
testify in opposition to HB1118.  
  

This bill would remove religious exemptions for students vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
& long-standing personal & religious freedoms. This bill goes against our rights as American 
citizens to make choices for our families & our religious beliefs.  While public health is 
important, yet every family should have the right in choosing whether their children should be 
vaccinated or not.. & not the government. 

for this reason, i testify in opposition to HB1118 & will not vote for any person that supports this 
bill. Mahalo for your time 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:17:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kyrie Puaoi Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I strongly oppose this bill.  
It diminishes our autonomy and freedom.  
  

Mahalo, 

Kyrie Puaoi 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:18:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

taylor sumida Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose taking away religeous rights for vaccines- 

 









 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:19:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Benjamin Moore Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm opposed to having the State eliminate the religious exemption option for vaccination of our 
keiki.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:21:25 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christine Asing  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose! This is illegal and unconstitutional! No one has the right to come between our God 
given constitutional rights! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:21:36 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Charlene Higa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am for our Freedom. 

Gov Green is for Tyranny. 

we cannot force anyone to put poisons in our body. 

Will you be responsible for all the illness and deaths that will occur  and have been occoting? 

Have you resarched each ingredient and what it does to the body? 

if you don't have this knowledge, you have no right to decide to put these poisons into our 
bodies. 

You have no right to harm our children, our humanity. 

Shame on you! 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:21:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Karen Ngo Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118.  This bill takes away our right to religious freedom and choice to inject 
something foreign into our children's bodies in order for them to attend public or private 
schools.  This is unconstitutional.  As parents and American citizens we should have religious 
freedom that is not contingent on our children's right to attend school.  Children who are not 
vaccinated do not pose a health risk to others, especially those who are vaccinated if the vaccines 
actually work to protect those people against diseases. 

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:23:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Steve Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Denying folks the right to religious exemptions is UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND FOOLISH!!! 
It has been exposed in the past few years that most vaccines are not properly safety-tested. Clear 
causal relationships between vaccinations and a myriad of diseases has been causally established. 
You are attempting to MANDATE THE INGESTION OF POISONS BY OUR KEIKI!!! 
Thomas Jefferson described actions like this as "SINFUL AND TYRANNICAL"! 

You are on the wrong side of history! Snap pout of it and do the right thing: PROTECT OUR 
SACRED RIGHT OF BODILY AUTONOMY!!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:24:01 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this unconstitutional bill. We as parents have the right to choose what's best for our 
keiki. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:25:39 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sierra Mcveigh Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Sierra Mcveigh. I am 39 years old, healthy and unvaccinated and I oppose HB1118. 
I do not believe that someones health choices should be mandated by anyone who has no 
knowledge of the persons genetics or lifestyle. Each persons immune system reacts differently. 
Without knowing the affects these vaccines have on each individual, it can be detrimenatal to the 
persons health. Therefore it is wrong to mandate them on anyone especially our most vulnerable, 
our children. We as humans do not consent to this experiment which is based on outdated 
science.  

True health stems from what we put in our bodies and how we take care of them. Our choice to 
vaccinate or not should be a decision we make between ourselves and doctor. If we want real 
immune health we need personalized and precision medicine where science matters and one size 
does not fit all.  I have personally experienced a child go from thriving to not being able to walk 
or talk after a vaccination appointment. My own child now contracts 104+ fevers after receiving 
a vaccination. I urge you to take a stand for the safety of our children and oppose HB1118. 

Thank you for allowing me to testify. 

-Sierra Mcveigh 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:26:01 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tatiana Tyrell Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong opposition for Bill HB1118. The First Amendment of the 
United States Constitution guarantees the free exercise of religion, and it is essential that this 
right be upheld, particularly in the area of healthcare. As a firm believer in the importance of 
religious freedom, I feel that individuals should have the right to make personal healthcare 
decisions based on their deeply held religious beliefs. Religious exemptions are not an attempt to 
undermine public health but rather a recognition of the fact that many faiths have long-standing 
traditions and teachings that govern how their followers approach healthcare and medicine. 
While I understand that public health concerns are important, I believe that a balanced approach 
can be found to respect both individual rights and the collective welfare. I oppose Bill HB1118. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:26:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jaina Cassidy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Jaina and I am a mother, a wife, a homemaker, a Christian and I testify 
in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. This bill would greatly affect my family as 
well as many families I know. As a Christian, I believe that God designed our bodies perfectly, 
in the image of Him and that vaccinations should be up to the decision of the parents and the 
wisdom they receive from God. What any parent decides is between God and that parent, the 
government and state have no place to imped on that decision.  
  

Hawaii should continue to honor the right of families to make these medical decisions based on 
their personal and religious beliefs. For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118 and I 
pray that you all here the voices of Hawaii on this and listen to what is being said. Mahalo. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:26:23 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Kehaulani Avicolli Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha nui, 

My name is Kehaulani Avicolli and Im a native hawaiian, birth and postpartum Doula, lactation 
counselor and mother of 2 keiki. I strongly oppose this DISCRIMINATORY bill HB1118. There 
will always be two sides that feel passionately and in the time of information that we are in now, 
both sides will also always find the evidence they feel is sufficient. In regards to a RELIGIOUS 
exemption, we dont need to present facts or prove anything. Our beliefs are our beliefs, and our 
birth right. So simply put, as we honor the freedoms and choices for all citizens, we must also 
honor and  promote the religious exemptions for the families that choose that is the best choice 
for them. Im happy people who want vaccinations and can make their own informed decisions 
have access to them as well. The RE has allowed both of my keiki to attend school in honor of 
our faith, values and beliefs. Vaccinations contain very concerning and questionable ingredients 
such as heavy metals, aborted fetal cell lines, and other proven carcinogens Where there is a risk, 
there must be a choice, and no vaccines go without risks, and that is a fact. Please consider a hige 
community who feels the same and vote NO to HB1118. Mahalo nui. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:26:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mahealani Kamau Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because it takes away my right as a parent for my childrens health. There are 
more medical injuries from vaccines in the more recent years than historically. It also breaks the 
second amendment, the freedom of religion.  

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:27:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janel Harada Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HB1118 is unconstitutional.  Our religious rights cannot be taken away from us.  Leave our 
children alone.  Vaccines are the most wicked scam of all time, and we the people are not going 
to tolerate it. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:28:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Chase Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this unconstitutional bill. This infringes upon our basic human rights and is 
absolutely appalling. Taking away religious rights and our right to give our kids an education 
with everyone else because we're different causes undo stress and financial burden on parents 
and therefore damages the trust of government already lost on its so called people it represents. 
As native Hawaiians you are taking away our opportunity to learn more about our culture with 
Hawaiian Immersion Charter Schools that we will be disqualified from if this bill is approved. 
Mahalo for your time and supporting our right to our own beliefs. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:28:54 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaipo Nakamoto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:32:10 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jackie Pascual  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE HB1118. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:33:32 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

janine little brave Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

     I am writing to share that I strongly oppose this bill. Everyone has the right to medical 
freedom. What you are considering right now is Immoral, unethical and illegal. 

This is a violation of bodily autonomy, God-given rights, constitutional rights and fundamental 
human rights. 

     As our Representatives you must speak for all of us and OPPOSE HB1118!!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:34:18 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jenny Pobst Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a mother of 2 children. Both of our children have been partially vaccinated. I do not 
beleive that all of the vaccinations suggested today  are necessary. I came to this conclusion after 
much self education on the pros and cons by looking at as much unbiased information as I could 
find. As a result my children have only received the vaccinations I received when I was a child 
40 years ago. And they didn't receive any until after their first year of life. Now they are both 
approaching their teen years and I would never give them the hpv vaccination. 

In our free Country (??), I cannot see how it is possible that parents would be forced to give their 
children every "suggested" vaccination in order to attend it a public school that our tax dollars 
pay for. Or have all the vaccinations to go to a private school that our personal money pays for. 
Should this come into law? I imagine there will be a lot of children in our state that will have no 
education because their parents have to work and cannot afford to homeschool them. Since it's 
illegal, not to go to school and you have to register if you're homeschooler, these parents would 
be in jeopardy of losing their children to the foster system. I am also a general resource caregiver 
(aka Foster parent) and I can tell you that there aren't enough foster parents currently for the 
amount of children in need. 
 
What's next? We're not allowed to enter public parks without vaccinations. we cannot go into 
hospitals or grocery stores? We are issued vaccination cards just like we were with the Covid 
shots? Where does this end? Hopefully it ends now before it ever begins! 

thank you for your time, Jenny Pobst 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:34:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Kaioluhia Miguel-

Hamakua Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. As my God given right as a parent to choose what NOT to put into my 
child's body, has already been stripped from me, now my freedom of religion is being taken 
away as well. 

This is parents last avenue to reserving their rights in to what our child will forever be exposed 
and the effects that come with it. 

Please stop this and allow parents, to parent. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:35:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaylen Mahuka-Kaawa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposing this bill! No school system whether it is public or private should have rights over 
my children's medical decisions on receiving vaccines or not. No bill in this state, country, or 
universe should ever have to force my children to be fully vaccinated or possibly be administered 
vaccinations in school. This is outrageous! It's a violations of our keiki's rights, our rights as 
parents, and just outright ridiculous.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:36:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Vernon Kawahara Individual Comments Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Vernon Kawahara and I testify in oppositon to HB1118.  It is against 
my religious and parental rights as a United States Citizen. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:36:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christina Zacker Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118. Our children should not be forced to be vaccinated against religious 
beliefs. It is a violation of rights.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:37:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Spencer Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To put it simply, this will be a violation of our constitutional rights if this bill is passed. A no 
vote should be the only option. Mahalo! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:37:43 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kevin Kiili Jr Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support this testimony for they now are targeting the most likely unvaccinated which 
would be our Keiki. This causes concerns for parents who have minors that are under the special 
needs category and or have underlying health issues. This could also target the school system 
dramatically if this bill was passed and many parents who disagree will see an increase of Home 
school as an initial option instead, which in collateral will affect jobs in the DOE. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:38:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aaron Miura Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I, alongside with my family, strongly oppose this bill, which would remove religious exemptions 
from vaccinations for students.  My generation (Gen X), my parents', my grandparents', and 
beyond, never was put to such an ultimatum.  Many of you who read this I'm sure fall into these 
generations, and I'm sure would agree we all turned out fine. Terminating our choice for our kids 
is a complete overreach of the government. There are those that say it still is a choice...yet we 
would have to suffer a consequence should something like this pass, and we still oppose it, but 
now what happens to our choice of education for our kids.  Elliminating to be able to go to 
school yet face this potentially significant decision, is far worse than the benefit this bill will 
bring.  Let a parent decide what we want for our kids....as in all other aspects of their life and us 
being parents.   

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:39:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Deneen Quartero Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, My name is Deneen Quartero, a mom & grandmother.  I testify in STRONG opposition 
to HB1118.   

This bill would remove our ohana's right to make medical decisions based on our personal 
religious beliefs, forcing us to have to choose between our religious beleifs and education of our 
family.  We should have the religious freedom to choose and not be mandated to submit to the 
laws of government dictating how we can protect our family. 

No person should be MADE to receive medical treatment and this decision should be left to the 
parents & their doctors. 

Thank you, I appreicate the opportunity to provide this testamony. 

  

Deneen Quartero 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:39:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kim Kuratsu Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HB1118 is an overreach by government and this is a direct violation of constitutional rights so 
stated in Constitution article 1, section 4. The government should not be allowed to dictate how I 
run my family nor how I raise my children. 

The government would also take no accountability or any responsibility if my child developed 
any kind of vaccine injury, so why should the government be able to dictate what is best for my 
children and then not have to deal with any consequences that may come of it? That would be 
like the public advising government officials that they have to drink water that may or may not 
be contaminated in order to keep their positions. And the only way they dont have to drink it, is 
if they can provide proof they have a medical condition. And if you do get sick, that's your 
problem, not ours. 

This bill is a balant statement from those that introduced this bill that they don't respect our 
culture, our people, our beliefs, and still keep coming after the well being of our children and 
continues to try and remove parents from the equation as if we are not vital. 

Instead of mandating vaccines, why not push for PARENTS to be educated about the benefits of 
vaccines instead of trying to back parents into a corner and forced? No, that's not the route that 
was chosen. Backing parents into a corner was and it is NOT ok.  
How would the Governor feel if a school that his daughter attended said that when his daughter 
menstruates, she is only allowed to use tampons? But him and his wife are against the use of 
tampons and believe she should only use pads? How violating does that feel as a parent that a 
school makes that kind of dictation? This is the same concept that is being pushed with this bill. 
This bill needs to be killed!!! 
  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:43:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Leilani Avilla Kekona Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill for many reasons! My kids shouldn't be forced to do something or 
mandated. This Bill is bogus and everyone knows that. Why should you Gov Green be the one to 
say what goes in our kids bodies let alone get vaccinated! What will this vaccination do? Not a 
damn thing! It won't be a vaccine for my kids not to be sick or be prone to any type of sickness 
or cancer. When my kids get sick will you pay for their medical bills? Or be the one to stay up all 
night to ensure that my kids are okay? Or make sure they're good and breathing right? No you 
won't! Therefore this bill is nothing but a hoax and needs to be thrown out the door forever. You 
shouldn't have the rights to anyone's kids on mandated a vaccination. It's our kids and it's our 
say! NO CHILD SHOULD BE VACCINATED WITHOUT THEIR PARENT(S) PERMISSION 
OR CONSENT! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:44:22 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mary Healy Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill and will testify via zoom.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:45:35 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Kimball Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a longstanding permanant resident of Hawaii, I strongly urge you to appose this bill. It is a 
violation of our right to choose and an invasion of our privacy and the health and safety of our 
children. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:46:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Abcdee Lacaden Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Mai Kakou,  

I oppose bill HB1118, it should not be mandatory and forced for our keiki to receive vaccines in 
school. That decision should be between myself, my husband, and our physician and no one else! 
It is our God-given right!! A'ole, A'ole, A'ole!!  

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:50:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Traves Ukauka  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this Bill as this goes against our constitutional rights, no one should be forced to take 
any kind of vaccine or medicine just like jehovah witness cannot do a blood transfusion because 
of their religion, there are a little people that don't want to inject aborted fetal cell lines into their 
body. You cannot tell people what they need to inject into their body. This is not a one size fits 
all.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:53:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lori Soyland Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My child my choice 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:53:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alison Ferrari Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I oppose this bill. As a citizen of the United States of America and of the state of Hawaii it is my 
right to freedom of religion. This bill goes against our constitutional rights and god-given rights.  

This bill infringes on fundamental religious freedom by compelling individuals to receive 
pharmaceutical products against their sincerely held beliefs. 

I strongly oppose this bill.  

  

 











HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:56:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Paul & Jeri Pankey Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

As grandparents to 7 beautiful children here on the Big Island, I feel I must speak out in 
opposition of this bill.  As a family, we have always been cautious about our medical choices and 
even MORE so with our grandchildren.  This bill will not only remove our religious RIGHT 
under our Lord and Savior, it also takes away the choice of the parent that knows their children 
best. 

No government official should be given the right to make medical decisions on behalf of our 
keiki! 

Allowing this bill to go through will result in mass amounts of families opting to homeschool 
and in our case, most likely move four generations of our family out of the state.  It deeply 
saddens me that this is even something we must consider. 

Please end BILL HB1118 immediately!! 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:56:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

christy Kalama Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha council members 

Firm NO to HB1118 

  

I open my heart to guidance 

I See the hands of divine intelligence all around me 

I have complete confidence  

and trust in  

my creator  

My maker 

The organizer of my cells 

My innate regenerator 

I am wonderfully made in the spirit of his love and  

His power 

I do not cower  

I do not fear  

I am firm  

His guidance clear 

Our immune systems are not broken  



.... 

 











HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:58:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

A PARENT Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Any one on this voting panel that does not have a child in grade school needs to be stricken of 
their ability to cast a vote, especially if it is to support this (Unconstitutional Bill). 

For those of you that don't have child in the grade school system do not Know what it is like to 
have your child have a Negaitive Reaction to these so called vaccinations..... 

this is not a one shoe fits all,  a parent has the right and will continue to have the right to choose. 

I as a parent of a child has had a negative reaction to a pass vaccination will not be forced by any 
measure upon my child to have any more poisons injected upon them to attend school. Shame on 
you for even coming up with such a bill.... 

OPPOSE THIS and never try to force a parent to inject poisons ever again! 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:58:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christine M Aqui Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am in total opposition to HB1118, that will eliminate personal and religious exemptions for 
vaccinations in Hawaii. I was alarmed when our legislators had passed a bill a while ago 
mandating the HPV vaccination for students attending public schools starting in middle school. I 
have always opted out of these vaccines because it did not fit in our life considering the nature of 
the vaccine. So when I was told it was mandated I was upset. When I looked to get direction 
from the public health nurse she informed me that there was no way I could opt out with 
religious exemption because I had already allowed my child to be vaccined with other 
immunization shots. I was told I would be denied. I couldn't help but realize that my rights were 
being infringed upon. Forcing our Hawaii citizens to take whatever vaccines you mandate is not 
ok. This shouldn't have been even voted on, but rather given to the public to review and to do our 
due diligence in researching the effects of vaccines for our families. My son is autistic and it's 
already troubling to see the injuries that vaccines can do. He has had terrible reactions to the flu 
vaccine already, yet no doctors will not give a medical exemption if i wanted one for future 
vaccines. I urge you to oppose HB1118 and represent me and my family as I know you all can, 
restore my faith in you making decisions on my behalf.  This bill clearly is meant to take away 
rights from parents like me that need the ability to make sound health decisions for my son. 

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:58:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lara Taamu  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support HB1118 

Eradicating Anti Christian Bias Ex Order Feb 6 2025 

Section1 Purpose and Policy of US to protect the religious freedoms of Americans and end anti 
Christian weaponization of government....  

Federal law Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 prohibits government interference with 
Americans to exercise their religion  

CDC and NIH have no documentation on the safety of injecting aluminum into 
humans.  Aluminum is a known neurotoxin that impacts central nervous system and gene 
expression. 

the 1st infant vaccine at 6 months child receives 35 micrograms. 2 months later 1,050 
micrograms in one visit. Etc etc  

3rd Party testing has shown there is more aluminum in the tested units then recorded in the 
vaccine insert. This is unacceptable to learn there is no knowledge or control at what amount of a 
neurotoxin is being injected into a healthy human being. 

this attempt to control a population and take parental and individual rights to protect community 
health is invalid and insane thinking. 

THE RIGHTS OF MAN COME NOT FROM THE GENEROSITY OF STATE BUT FROM 
THE HAND OF GOD - jfk jr  

  

 







HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 2:59:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Holly Hino-Agustin Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to you as a very concerned parent of a child within the DOE system.  This bill 
infringes upon our rights as United States Citizens.  We should be able to choose what goes in 
our bodies.  We have very strong held religious beliefs against vaccines and the unethical things 
they are made of, such as aborted fetal cells, heavy metals and now the latest DNA altering 
mRNA.  The removal of this exemption raises serious constitutional concerns and will also cause 
serious detrimental effects to Hawaii's families.  Our children are already undereducated in this 
State and you will cause more children to go without education if you pass this bill.   

Adding to the concern, this bill was never assigned to the House Committee on Education, a 
critical oversight. How can legislation that directly impacts students bypass the very committee 
responsible for education policy? This is deeply problematic and demands immediate 
attention.  Please vote NO if you care about Hawaii's families and the future Keiki of our 
islands.   

 





HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:00:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Travis Agustin Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in opposition to HB1118 HD1.  

I am a father of four children.  One child currently attends a Hawaii School with a non-medical 
religious exemption from the vacine requirment.  If this measure were to pass my three other 
children would be prevented from accessing the public school system in Hawaii when they 
become of school age.  

This measure is also constitutionally problematic and will not withstand the strict scrutiny 
standard requirement. There are alternatives measures that could be taken that would address the 
purported compelling state interest to protect children.  The legislature could consider providing 
school vouchers to families with school aged children to allow the Parents of children to decide 
where and how to educate their children.  Some schools may provide non medical exemptions to 
the vaccine requirement to students and then there are other schools that may not.  Parents should 
be able to choose accordinly and support the schools that align with their values for their 
community.   This would be a more tailored approach to addressing the perceved risk that is 
being discussed.  It is my opinion that the legislature is failing to consider alternatives to this 
overly braod and unconstitutional measure.  

  

I would request that you vote no against this measure.  Thank you for your consideartion and 
time.   
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:00:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Malia Agustin Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

February 20, 2025 

HB 1118 RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO IMMUNIZATION 
REQUIREMENTS. 

Dear Chair David Tarnas, Vice Chair Mahina Poepoe and Members of the Committee on 
Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs, 

I submit my testimony in STRONG OPPOSITION to HB1118. I OPPOSE this repeal because it 
is a direct violation of our first amendment right that no law prohibit the free exercise of 
religion. I am a Native Hawaiian mother of two young children, whose wellbeing is my top 
priority. The current childhood immunization schedule required for school admission amounts to 
33+ immunization dosages from birth to the age of 18 excluding the recommended vaccinations 
and boosters for flu and MRNA Covid. I worked in healthcare for 5 years and during the 
pandemic worked directly on Covid-19 relief efforts. The MRNA Covid vaccine does not 
prevent people from contracting Covid. The CDC has approved the MRNA Covid Vaccine to be 
administered to children as young as 6 months.  

Parents are required to sign a form that they are aware of the risks of their child receiving an 
immunization, removing the responsibility of the potential harm from the medical provider. 
Additionally, medical providers are paid a commission from the pharmaceutical companies when 
they administer these immunizations, which to me, is a conflict of interest. Parents have the right 
to this decision as the primary caretakers, which should not prevent a child from enrollment into 
school. Don't make it even harder for families to decide between health and education. In other 
words, we are forced to decide if our children should be immunized with a risk of longterm 
health problems and be allowed to attend school or not be immunized and denied admission to 
school.  

God gives us discernment. During the pandemic, the religious exemption letter was the only 
document preventing thousands of adults from losing their jobs and thousands of childern from 
missing school. The people have lost trust in the medical field after the Covid-19 Pandemic and 
also because of the access to factual information of the harm and validity of the immunizations 
through the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System also known as VAERS. I OPPOSE this 
repeal because it is a direct violation of our first amendment right that no law prohibit the free 
exercise of religion. 

jhatestimony
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I strongly OPPOSE and urge you to deny this bill to give the children of Hawai'i and their 
families the freedom of choice as it refers to religious exemptions for immunizations. Mahalo for 
your time and your continued efforts in regards to our health. 

Malia Agustin 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:04:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mercedes Akaka Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, 

My name is Mercedes Akaka, and I testify in opposition to HB1118.  

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. I have always been neutral to people's 
choices. I have never been one to criticize or scrutinize somebody because of their freedom of 
choice. That is the beauty of the country we live in. People fled (and still flee) to America for 
freedom. Freedom from communism, freedom from dictators, freedom from religious 
persecution, freedom to worship any religious they'd like,  even freedom to personal lifestyle 
choices. If we can open America's doors to all these people with different backgrounds and 
choices, why are targets on the backs of those who seek religious exemptions from vaccinations 
for their children? This is not pono and not the values America stands upon.  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. 

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

  

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:07:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristina Loebl Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Greetings Chair Tarnas and Commitee, 

My name is Kristina Loebl and I testify in strong opposition to HB 1118.   

This bill is in violation to our constitutional rights regarding freedom of religion.  

Furthermore NO ONE should demand what I or my children puts in our bodies!  Not only are 
you stripping the rights of the people but now want to deny education based on your 
demands!   Moreover, there is absolutely no liability on the side of pharmaceutical companies if 
someone should have adverse effects including permanent damgages to the point of death.  What 
happened to my body, my choice?   You are suppose to be working on behalf of the people not 
your own selfish motivations.   

Obey the constitution.  Again I am whole heartily OPPOSED to HB 1118. 

Sincerely, 

Krisitna Loebl  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:11:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jada-Marie Pereira Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It is my RIGHT as a US citizen to choose what I put in my child's body. As it is also my right to 
have certain beliefs. The state of Hawaii as the 50th state, should know & DO BETTER for 
every child in Hawaii. I should not have to sacrifice my child's education just because I believe 
in not getting my child vaccinated. I oppose this bill & just wanted to say that you folks ( as our 
chosen government ) should be ashamed of yourselves.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:12:02 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Meleana judd-cox Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

Please do not pass HB1118. 

It will keep many children out of our public school systems. 

Meleana Judd-Cox  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:19:42 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jacqueline Ryan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, My name is Jacqueline Ryan and I have a 6 year old son, Coast Ryan.  I am against 
vaccinations because of many reasons.  The #1 reason is because vaccinations contain a 
preservative called Thimerosal.  Thimerosal is a preservative used in vaccines to protect the 
vaccine from outside bacteria or fungus.  Thimerosal contains at least 50% MERCURY of 
weight.  Mercury is dangerous to the human body because it can cause significant damage to the 
nervous system and kidneys, as well as a wide range of other damaging effects. AI on google 
says that Mercury is expecially harmful to young children.  Now please tell me why I would 
inject my child whom I love more than anything else in this world, with a toxic chemical that 
may or may not hurt him.  Everyone's immune system is not created equal.  Different people will 
react differently to a vaccine.  Some will be fine and untouched while others will not.  I'm not a 
doctor but it doesn't take a rocket scientist to know that there is a definite chance of harm if you 
inject mercury into the body of a child.  If you could give me fact based evidence that vaccines 
would NOT hurt my child, then I would gladly give him the shots.  Fact based, science backed 
evidence.  Not Biased science that has been manipulated by the drug companies to come up with 
the results they WANT the public to hear.  How much is Josh Green getting paid by the Big 
Pharm companies to put this law into effect?  I'm guessing his pockets are getting pretty lined 
with the green.  Bottom line, if you put this law into effect, you take away a person's God given 
right to make health decisions for their own bodies.  Guaranteed if I told my son that he has to 
take a shot that might hurt him for the rest of his life, he would say NO, mama, I don't want to 
take this shot.  And guess what, I will NEVER give my son a vaccine.  I guess I will just have to 
quit my job and homeschool my son for the duration of his schooling life.  I guess we will have 
to go into poverty and lose our house and become homeless.  Come on, navigating life these 
days, especially in one of the most expensive states to live, is already tough. Please don't do this 
to our Keiki.   

Mahalo for your time, 

Aloha, Jacqueline Ryan 

47 year old mother and Administrative Manager of Maui Pacific Solar, Inc. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:24:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Morgan Manzo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a new mother I would like to know I have the option to choose what is right for my child and 
my family. Mandates such as these take power and choice away from the people. I would like to 
believe we are collectively working towards a heathier, stronger, more community minded world 
as opposed to a restricted one.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:26:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dana Akasaki-Kenney Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly opposed.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:28:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Tarita Tehotu Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Submitted! 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:30:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kevin Kalawe Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:33:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jenai Chung Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118! It infringes on persoanl freedoms, parental rights and religious 
liberties. It should be my choice concerning the health and well being of my children!  

Until you can prove to me vaccines are 100% safe and 100% effective maybe you can change 
my mind. But I AM 1,000 % sure you can't because science, (who you guys said to trust) proves 
otherwise. That IT IS NOT SAFE AND EFFECTIVE! My body, My choice, you guys said that 
too remember! 

Therefore I strongly oppose HB1118!!!!!  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:33:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Teila Anae Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern,  

 I am a mother of 3, and I'm in opposition to this bill. This should be a parent's right and 
decision to decide what gets injected to their childeren. We have the freedom to decide what our 
childeren get exposed to.  
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Furthermore, the HPV vaccine has been associated with numerous documented adverse events. 
While no medical intervention is entirely risk-free, parents should have the right to weigh these 
risks and make an informed decision without government coercion. The vaccine schedule should 
not include a requirement that disregards parental authority and medical autonomy, particularly 
when it involves a disease that is preventable through personal behavior rather than communal 
exposure. 

This mandate sets a dangerous precedent by expanding government authority over private 
medical decisions. Schools should not have the power to dictate medical interventions unrelated 
to the classroom environment. If the justification for school vaccine mandates is to prevent the 
spread of infectious diseases in a communal learning space, then requiring a vaccine for a 
sexually transmitted infection contradicts that very logic. 

  

Again we are adamantly urging you to oppose HB 1118. 

Thank you for reading this and for your time. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:36:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Arviella Benavides Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose to this ridiculous bill. I want to have a say to the options of my children's medical and 
health care to All my children present and in the near future. All the words strikes in this bill 
needs to be un stricken 302A-1156 line item 1 & 2 and 321-11 line item 22. I do not want any 
medical personnel dictating to me what immunizations MUST BE GIVEN TO THE CHILDREN 
in order to ATTEnd all/any SCHOOL that teaches children how to be labor workers instead of 
Business Owners. These children do not survive among herd immunity. That statement is a farce 
in this Bill. I AM OPPOSED to HB 1118 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:40:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Calli Reed Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to strongly oppose HB1118, which seeks to repeal essential religious freedom 
protections. This bill represents a direct threat to one of our nation's most fundamental rights - 
the freedom of conscience and belief. 

  

Religious liberty is a cornerstone of our democracy, enshrined in the First Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution. It ensures that individuals and communities can practice their faith freely, 
without fear of government interference or coercion. The repeal of these protections would set a 
dangerous precedent, allowing the government to impose undue burdens on people of faith, 
religious institutions, and those whose deeply held convictions shape their daily lives. 

  

Beyond constitutional concerns, this bill could have far-reaching consequences, including: 

- Erosion of Civil Liberties: Removing religious freedom protections could lead to increased 
government overreach, limiting individuals ability to live according to their beliefs. 

- Threats to Religious Organizations: Many faith-based charities, schools, and service providers 
rely on religious freedom protections to carry out their missions. Weakening these rights could 
jeopardize their ability to serve communities in need. 

- Legal and Social Instability: Stripping away long-standing protections could lead to increased 
litigation, confusion, and conflicts between government regulations and religious practice. 

  

Religious freedom is not a privilege granted by the government it is a fundamental human right 
that must be safeguarded for all people, regardless of their beliefs. Protecting this right ensures a 
diverse and pluralistic society where people can live in accordance with their faith while 
respecting the rights of others. 
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I urge you to reject HB1118 and stand in defense of the religious liberties that have long been a 
hallmark of our nation. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:41:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jason Kimura Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Legislators, 

I am writing to express my STRONG OPPOSITION to HB1118.  Our government's history has 
not allowed itself to put aside one's religious belief for the benefit of the govrnment.  We are 
walking down a dark road if Bill 1118 passes.  Please stop HB1118 from continuing. 

Respectfully, 

Jason Kimura  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:41:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

tatum fernandez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this. As a parent we have to the right to say what goes into our children's body. We 
have the best interest for our children and these vaccines have too much risk and proven results 
to give the authorization into the hands of the government. I do not agree with this bill.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:50:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Ordonez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I as a AMERICAN CITIZEN appose, this  act HB1118. This act HB1118 takes away the 
freedom to choose what God has given us humans a immune system. God has made us with a 
natural immune system therefore; there is no need to take away what God gave us.The HB1118 
takes away our freedom and our American rights!!! The COVID vaccine or any of vaccines 
SHOULD NOT be mandatory. GOD HAS GIVEN US A NATURAL IMMUNE SYSTEM AND 
WE/I INTEND TO USE IT!  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:56:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

alexis collins Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill regarding the mandate of vaccinations for our children. I am for vaccination but 
disagree with it being a mandatory law to vaccinate our kids in order to attend school. We, as the 
parents, should have a right whether or not WE would like our keiki to be vaccinated. It should 
be our choice for our kids. It shouldn't be forced upon us. I do not see it being humane to have to 
bring our kids to cafeterias like back in the day to sit down and have every kid in school 
vaccinated at the same time like we once had to do. It is wrong. We the parents should have this 
right. 

 

c.farmer
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 3:59:45 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
imani p Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118! 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:00:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shandalyn Kuhlmann Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I have to say this is ridiculous if you ask me. Parents should have the choice for their kids 
to get vaccinated, or not. It isn't right to force anyone to take vaccines especially if it's to be able 
to get an education. What ever happened to my body my choice! Most vaccines are what's 
causing illnesses and autism for instance. I have a 6 month old myself and don't want her to take 
any vaccines. Do better for Hawai'i, obviously this isn't about anybody's health at all, it's all 
about the money making! I vote against this bill and hope one day y'all get your priorities 
straight! 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:01:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patrick Watson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

  

I strongly oppse this bill.  We should protect our rights to religious and medical exemptions from 
vaccines. 

I requested that my PCP provide me with a medical exemption from being required to take the 
covid vaccines at the onset of the pandemic, due to prior concerns I had regarding been tested 
for symptoms associated with deep vein thrombosis symptoms.  Early side effects from covid 
vaccine recipients included issues with blood clotting which would have been detrimental to my 
health.   

My PCP told me that unless I had received a previous MRNA vaccine and it resulted in 
anaphylactic shock I was unable to qualify for a medical exemption.  When I asked for her 
rejection in writing she said she did not have to provide me with that.   

My wife and I contracted Omicron from a vaccinated family member whom we later discovered 
contrated covid, even though President Biden assured Americans that if you got vaccinated you 
wouldn't catch or spread covid. 

We overcame our experience with Omicron without a vaccine, yet we were never given any 
verification or vaccine passport after recovery confirming that we were naturally imunne to the 
virus having contracted and overcame it.  Historically this has been considered by virologists to 
be the gold standard of immunization; Natural immunization to the actual strain of virus causing 
the illness.  Yet we were prevented from entering restaurants during this post-covid period 
without any recourse. 

Furthermore, vaccine companies like Pfizer have no accountability when their drugs injure 
people.  I would encourage every elected official pushing the adoption of this bill to refocus your 
efforts by assisting newly confirmed HHS Director RFK Jr in adopting measure to improve the 
VAERS system and holding big pharma accountable for vaccine injuries.  Our keiki are at stake. 
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Mahalo, 

Patrick Watson 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:01:48 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Kalama Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony in Opposition to HB1118 

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

I am writing as a concerned citizen of Hawai'i in strong opposition to HB1118, which seeks to 
remove religious exemptions for vaccines. This bill directly threatens my right to make medical 
decisions in accordance with my faith and personal beliefs. 

Religious freedom is a fundamental right protected by both the U.S. and Hawai'i State 
Constitutions. Removing this exemption would force individuals and families to choose between 
their sincerely held religious convictions and access to education, violating the principles of 
informed consent and bodily autonomy. 

Hawai'i prides itself on diversity and inclusivity, yet HB1118 disregards the deeply held beliefs 
of many residents. Parents should have the right to make healthcare decisions for their children 
without government coercion. Rather than stripping away religious freedoms, the state should 
focus on ensuring transparency, education, and trust in medical decision-making. 

I urge you to oppose HB1118 and uphold our constitutional rights to religious freedom and 
medical choices. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Barbara Kalama 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:03:56 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Raychel Brandenburg Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I want to oppose this bill to eliminate religious exemptions for Hawaii school children. The State 
of Hawaii is blatantly taking away the rights of parents by forcing children to be vaccinated to 
attend public school. This will backfire! Although I myself have already taken my child out of 
the public school system I thought it was important for me to speak up for the parents who do not 
have the option to homeschool their children. Our cost of living is so high that both parents must 
work. If there is only one parent in the household I am sure they have more than one job. This 
makes it impossible for these parents to take their kids out of school. You will be doing our 
community a great injustice by passing this bill. As well a pushing parents into a corner. You are 
also going against the federal mandate thereby taking away federal money from all our Hawaii 
schools. Our Hawaii government needs to listen to the people, we are all right here anytime you 
want to discuss.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:05:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Trista Alvarez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hi, 

my name is Trista Alvarez I live on the Big Island. I have four children ages 2-10. I currently 
homeschool, but was planning on sending my kids this next coming year. I have been so grateful 
that Hawaii has had religious exemptions, so i have had the choice to send my kids to school.  
 
My sister contracted severe psoriasis after her MMR vaccination when she was 4 years old. She 
has continued to have different autoimmune disorders throught her life, hashimotos, graves, 
issues with her thyroid. All the medications she has to take for these are also immune 
suppressants. Knowing that i have a family member that has had these adverse reactions to gene 
therapy and biologics (vaccines) i do NOT want to test this on my children. I am a christian 
woman and feel that God made our bodies perfect without a vaccine deficiency. We live in 
societies that believe in hygiene, with running water and toilets, i do not feel like vaccines are 
essential for keeping our keiki and communities safe. Please do not pass this bill. You will be 
hurting local hawaiians who already do not trust the us government. They will be forced to pull 
their kids out of school, while also still trying to work.  
  

thank you, 

Trista Alvarez 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:09:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Devin Olaso Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a citizen of this state and more importantly  as a parent, do not support this bill as it infringes 
on our personal choice to choose what goes in to our children's body relative to their ability and 
authorization to access to public education.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:15:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jayna Howard Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HB1118 

RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS 

TO IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 

TESTIMONY EXAMPLE 

959 

HAWAII  

Aloha Chair, my name is Jayna and I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms.  
 
Personally I believe it's up to the parent to decide what their convictions are, this is going against 
their freedom. This seems like all these silent bills are trying to force people and take away their 
rights as a human being, an example was the enforcement of Covid shots happened causing 
hundreds of thousands of people to die causing blood clots as research has shown.  

Hawai'i is not a place for dictatorship.  

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. 

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:16:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maye Kepoo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Maye Kepoo and I testify in OPPOSITION to HB1118. 

This bill removes religious exemption for student vaccinations. It should be the parents choice 
whether to vaccinate their child or not, due to religious beliefs. The government should respect 
that. This is our lives and our faith.  
 
For this reason, I testify in OPPOSITION to HB1118.  
  

Mahalo for your time.  
  

Aloha, 

Maye Kepoo  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:21:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephanie Englund Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. Trying to coerce parents into giving their children a medical 
procedure that their religious is against is wrong. This is supposed to be a free 
country.  Controlling or limiting the ability to have our children pursue an education in a private 
or public school is taking away our freedom.   
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:31:03 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Cheng Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose the removal of religious exemptions for vaccinations. Such an act goes 
completely against the constitutional rights of the people. Each parent should make the health 
decisions that are in the best interest of their child. Do not infringe upon this God given right.  
  

Respectfully,  

Jessica Cheng  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:32:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ann Young Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a pediatric emergency medicine physician at Kapiolani Medical Center for Women and 
Children. My job is to care for the ill and injured keiki of Hawaii. The #1 thing parents and the 
state can do to insure that I can do my job safely is to not allow vaccine exemptions (other than 
for legitimate medical reasons). I have already seen several cases of vaccine-preventable 
illnesses cause serious harm and even death this season in Hawaii, including from influenza, 
pertussis, and Haemophilus influenzae. These vaccine-preventable illnessess not only cause 
serious harm and even death, they cost significant amounts of money, staff, and other resources 
to care for. Vaccines are a victim of their own success- when they work well, no one thinks twice 
about them and citizens feel as if they do not have to engage in this important social contract any 
longer. As a physician who cares for children, it is my highest desire to protect and care for the 
children of Hawaii and vaccines are the best way to do so! 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:33:36 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

eric totah Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I stongly oppose this Bill for many reason's; 

Parents and (Good) doctors should make those decisions not state or govt or the DOE 

they are not safe,not safety tested,any new MRNA shots in the childhood schedule will increase 
the number of adverse events and deaths there is no liability from the makers of these 
vaccines,there is no liablity for anyone involved with putting these into our keiki i will gladly 
pull my child out of the school system , before i will give him any more shots. 

It is our right as  Americans to have religous and medical exemptions and a choice what we put 
in our childrens bodies 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:38:36 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shana Cabunoc Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello, I oppose this bill HB1118. It goes against our constitutional rights. Please really think 
about what this bill will do. Josh Green is basically forcing all Keiki to have vaccinations. What 
happen to choice? And what will happen to those Keiki if the schools won't accept them because 
of this bill? I pray that you will all think about this with open minds and open hearts. Our Keiki 
depend on you!  
  

thank you! 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:39:48 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jaimee Sarsona  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE HB1118. It goes against our constitutional rights and is government 
overreach.  
Thank you.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:43:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cailey Etherington Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Leave this decision to families. Focus on healing your government. This is irreversible.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:44:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marissa Delaforce Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this Bill HB1118 making it mandatory for Keiki to take all required vaccines to 
enter Hawaii school. Im sure they will be adding more to the current list. 

If this passes parents will start pulling out keiki from our public schools. The government 
shouldn't make medical decisions for our children. 

Your job should be focusing on how to fix our low quality of education in our State instead 
of  forcing vaccinations that may cause keiki's to have learning disablities.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:46:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kayla Kawamura Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose HB1118, a clear-cut violation on the religious freedoms of the people of 
Hawaii. I do not hold an "anti-vaxx" stance, however, I believe every parent should have the 
right to choose to vaccinate or not vaccinate their children whether it is for religious reasons or 
for any other medical reason. Children should not be denied a proper education at a public or 
private institution for their religious convictions. 

Mahalo for the privilege to testify. 
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Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:50:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

justin hite Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Vaccines are safe and effective. They protect those who get them, as well as the rest of the 
community. I have two children, and do not want them exposed to vaccine-preventable diseases 
at school.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:52:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

nicole Heard Individual Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony in support of H.B 1188 relating to non-medical exemptions to immunization 
requirements 

Nicole Heard 

2/20/25 

  

While I understand that vaccine hesitancy and trust issues between the community and scientific 
experts, pharmaceutical companies, and the government do have some validity, I do not believe 
the risk that these trust issues and vaccine hesitancy pose to the overall health and well-being of 
the community outweigh the benefits of continuing to allow non-medical exemptions--for a 
multitude of reasons.  

  

First and foremost, the overwhelming majority of opposition to this bill is rooted in a completely 
dishonest and ingenuine stance that this opposition is a result of a violation of religious freedom 
as guaranteed by the constitution. However, it is glaringly obvious that the true reason why there 
is so much opposition to this bill has nothing to do with religious protections or beliefs, but is 
actually rooted in a strong belief system that people should be entitled to bodily autonomy, and 
that vaccine mandates violate their ability to exercise informed consent. I personally observe 
many people who have no religious beliefs utilizing and abusing this exemption loophole NOT 
because of their religious beliefs, but because of their personal beliefs surrounding informed 
consent. This abuse has led to alarmingly low rates of childhood vaccination in recent years in 
the state of Hawaii, putting the community and vulnerable population of students at risk in an 
extremely dangerous and dishonest way that quite frankly has nothing to do with religious beliefs 
or constitutional rights. Therefore, I see no valid reason to defend the right to religious 
exemption as it's quite clear that religious exemptions are being utilized in a dishonest way that 
has absolutely nothing to do with religious beliefs. 
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It is absolutely wrong to put the community at risk of outbreak using the dishonest disguise of 
religion when it's very clear that personal beliefs, bodily autonomy, and informed consent are the 
real reasons people are abusing this exemption loophole. When too many people are consciously 
abusing existing loopholes that are directly putting our community at risk, it's time to close the 
loophole and discontinue the abuse of it-- which HB 1118 would effectively accomplish. 

  

Furthermore, our healthcare system and infrastructure is already stretched thin and is in no 
position to cope with a (preventable) outbreak. As we have already seen the consequences of 
pertussis and influenza recently, it should be obvious to lawmakers and community members that 
we do not have adequate resources to justify taking on additional unnecessary risks. This risk not 
only comes with potential broad scale health impacts, but also comes with potential financial and 
economic impacts as well.  

If/when a bill pertaining to bodily autonomy and informed consent is presented, then this 
argument/conversation and issue can finally be discussed in an honest and meaningful way-- but 
as far as this specific bill pertaining to religious exemptions and religious freedom goes, there is 
no legitimate argument from the opposition that is actually relevant to the topic of religious 
beliefs and constitutional rights. Therefore, if we are doing a risk-benefit analysis in this specific 
context, there is no actual benefit regarding religious protections that offsets the risks posed to 
the community, since this exemption is rarely(if ever) actually utilized due to religious beliefs. 
Closing loopholes that are detrimental to the well-being of the community when abused is 
imperative, and there is no justification to continue to allow this gross abuse that has been 
steadily increasing year after year. Loopholes that are detrimental and abused in any context, 
especially when a universally negative impact on the community is inevitable, must be revisited 
and laws amended to close said loopholes. 

  

HB 1118 would effectively achieve this objective, and since there is no true argument against 
this measure that is relevant to religious beliefs, I have no hesitation to support this bill and I see 
no valid reason to defend the continuation of religious exemptions. Years of abusing this 
loophole coupled with an extremely taxed healthcare system has put us in a position where we 
don't have the luxury of allowing this loophole to continue any longer. 

  

It would not only be unwise, but it would be outright harmful to the collective community to 
allow social trends to hold more weight than actual science based public health 
protections/mitigations. Vaccine hesitancy has been a continued social trend in recent years, and 
while I am generally a proponent of informed consent, in this scenario I have observed that 
trending public opinion surrounding vaccine hesitancy is driven more so by misinformation and 
propaganda rather than actual public health and scientific information, which poses immense 
challenges to achieving accurate and successful informed consent. This widespread reach of 
inaccurate information that lead to the growing vaccine hesitancy in our community is what's 



actually driving the increased utilization of religious exemptions in recent years, not religious 
beliefs. Therefore, the grotesque abuse of this exemption loophole is undeniable, and if this 
exemption loophole is not secured via HB 1118, the reality is that the abuse of this loophole will 
only continue to increase, and in doing so, will continue to increase the community risks and 
economic and healthcare detriment. 

  

Although I am a proponent of informed consent and bodily autonomy, that is not what this bill is 
about, therefore I cannot agree with the majority who oppose this bill and so I felt compelled to 
submit testimony highlighting the truths that the people in opposition are attempting to mask. 

  

Exemptions are meant to be reserved for those who truly need them for medical reasons or for 
legitimate religious beliefs. Unfortunately the religious exemption has transformed into a avenue 
for vaccine hesitant parents to bypass the vaccine mandate under the disguise that they have 
religious beliefs that are not aligned with the mandate. Judging by social trends, this is clearly a 
facade as religious exemptions have increased by 250% over the past decade, while no increase 
in religious practices has been observed. If we want to have a discussion about informed consent 
and bodily autonomy, I would not be opposed to that. However, in the interim, misplacing that 
logic as a supportive argument against this bill is nothing but a logical fallacy with no relevance 
in this context. Allowing this to continue at the expense of public health is dangerous and 
misguided, and it is the responsibility of our leaders and the governing body to take the 
necessary measures to put an end to it before the inevitable consequences of school aged children 
falling well below optimal/effective herd immunity come to fruition. 

  

Society has had the privilege of reaping the benefits of modern medicine in the form of vaccines 
and the resulting herd immunity for decades. These vaccine initiatives and mandates have been 
incredibly successful in protecting overall public health until recently- when fear of the 
unknowns surrounding the mRNA covid vaccine gained traction and led to widespread 
misinformation pertaining to all vaccines in general. While fear of the unknown surrounding a 
new vaccine technology is logical, that fear has clearly been misplaced and misconstrued into a 
blanketed and generalized vaccine hesitancy-as evidenced by the fact that higher rates of this 
religious vaccine exemption correlate with the rollout of the covid vaccine and related 
misinformation campaign. However, since the mRNA covid vaccine is not one of the mandated 
vaccines, this is another example of logical fallacy that bears absolutely no relevance to HB 
1118. 

  

Most importantly, it is well-understood that school settings and school aged children are the 
main drivers of community transmission and outbreaks of communicable illness, especially 
pertaining to respiratory illnesses, which the majority of the mandated vaccines target. Therefore 



it is imperative that the public health sectors continue to focus on implementing this vaccine 
driven mitigation strategy for the sake of the overall health of the community of Hawaii, 
including but not limited to closing loopholes that are abused dishonestly, such as the religious 
exemption loophole in question according to HB 1118, and I am hopeful that these facts will be 
embraced and supported by the committee when making their decision. 

  

No matter what, a change in policy is non-optional, and should ideally be expanded beyond this 
singular bill. The existing all-or-nothing approach that forces people to choose between 
accepting a mandate or utilizing a (mostly fraudulent) religious exemption loophole to dodge all 
vaccinations completely is a detriment to public health, and this alarming social trend poses 
dangerous consequences for everyone-- regardless of where they stand on this issue. 
Implementing HB 1118 is a great starting point to remedy this situation. I am hopeful to see this 
bill put into action as soon as possible so that we can then address the other layers involved in 
this polarizing and complex social/health issue without taking on unnecessary risks and putting 
the public in danger in the process. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:52:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kuulei Garcia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is kuulei Garcia and I oppose bill HB1118. Parents have the right to determine the best 
health care for their child and what vaccines they should get. Especially if it goes against 
personal and religious beliefs. No one else has authority over my decisions for my family.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:56:06 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mikian Rose Pelekai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Mikian Rose Pelekai strongly oppose this bill HB1118.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:56:26 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Crystal Leilani Dudoit 

Huihui Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  Immunizations are not without risk and there is plenty of scientific evidence to 
back this.  They can cause physical and neurological damage to children.  We have known this 
for decades.  Also many of the so called vaccines do not create herd immunity.  They do not 
prevent the illnesses.  For example Covid -19 shots do NOT prevent Covid-19.  Chicken Pox 
vaccinations do NOT prevent Chicken Pox.  Just ask a dozen of my friends who gave their kids 
the Chicken Pox vaccine and their kids still caught it when exposed to another vaccinated 
child!!!!  The decision to vaccinate and put your child at risk should be made by their parents. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 4:58:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Courtney J Norris Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Medical and religious exemptions for vaccines for public school are crucial for 
the community. Vaccines for humans are not one-size-fits-all. Just like diet, 
supplements, medications, treatments, therapies, etc. are not one-size-fits-all 
either. We are bio-individuals. What works for one person may not work for 
another. Please do not pass a bill removing these important exemptions 
for families. 

Let us make the best decisions as moms and dads for our kids.   

It's already been a huge mistake to do this in other states. When is the government 
going to wake up to the fact that we want transparency in order to trust you again? 
This is the opposite of transparency.  

Will you be accountable, since we all know the vaccine companies are not legally 
accountable themselves, if new information comes out that these vaccines are 
potentially harmful to our kids? You're aware there is a major health movement in 
this country working towards more medical freedom. This bill is totally against 
this movement to get to the bottom of the health issues crippling our country.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:03:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

marinaomi thomas Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To all of the state law makers and representatives of Hawai'i. I thank you for reading this. Please 
find it in your heart and mind to not pass Bill HB118. It is a violation of religious freedom and 
biological freedom as well. As a Sunday school teacher and parent who has come into contact 
with many families over the years, I have witnessed many vaccine injured babies and children. 
My best friend is one of 5 children . All 4 of her siblings were injured after their t dap which they 
got at the same time as they were very close in age being raised by a single mother. They were 
all diagnosed with varying measures of autism, some barley functioning to not functioning at all. 
Her 24 yr old sister will forever have the mind of a 7 yr old. People with MTHFR gene mutations 
which is a very common mutation, may not do well with vaccines. Their bodies cannot process 
the Ingredients, toxins properly.  
Further more, what's violated here if this bill is passed is the religious right to freedom to not 
take vaccines that contain animal and human DNA. If religions and basic human rights cannot be 
acknowledged in the United States, let alone Hawai'i. The foundation, morals and values of this 
country and the Hawaiian culture are being degraded and dragged through the mud. It would be 
indeed, a violation of a person's right to persue health, happiness and way of life. Please do not 
pass this bill. From the bottom of our hearts, do not take away all we have left; a say of what we 
put in our  bodies and our religion. Thank you. Sincerely, Marinaomi Thomas.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:06:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alexa Helge Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in strong opposition to HB1118. All medical products whether they are over-the-counter 
painkillers, prescription medications, anesthesia, etc. have associated risks. Any time there is 
risk, there must be choice. 
The 1986 Vaccine Safety Act removes liability from the manufacturers of vaccines for any 
damages caused by their products. I understand the desire to protect the 200+ individuals with 
medical exemptions. Their safety is important, but how many children's bodily autonomy will 
you violate and potentially harm in the process? 100? 1000? 10,000? And since the 
manufacturers are not liable for any potential damages, who then is responsible? The doctors 
who are financially incentivized by pharmaceutical and insurance companies to require their 
patients be vaccinated? The politicians who are financially incentivized through campaign 
contributions to mandate vaccinations? If an individual is harmed by a vaccine, and many are, 
there is little to no recourse. It is unjust, unfair, and wrong to require children be subjected to 
medical products, especially when the manufacturers of said products have no liability and so 
many in power are incentivized to act against their well-being.  
Act in the best interest of your constituents. Preserve all exemptions from vaccinations and vote 
no on HB1118.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:06:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mika Steele Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a medical provider, we strive and fight for patient autonomy, to work according to each 
person's wishes and to honor their decisions. Mandating vaccines do not only go against this but 
is an extreme form of control which is damaging to the health and welfare of this community. 
Becoming vaccinated should be a choice based upon informed decision making by each 
individual and their family. Otherwise, this bill can allow any form of substance to be introduced 
into out keiki if properly labeled as "vaccine." With growing sensitivities to certain 
chemicals/additives in the general population, this bill puts those children at a very high risk of 
becoming ill. Vaccination and wellness are not exclusive to each other. Vaccines only protect 
against specific pathogens. Parents of young children know that even if vaccinated, kids still get 
sick every 3-4 weeks. Vaccination does not decrease illness in general. If passed, you are forcing 
parents into a corner to comply to this if they have no other choice, and to receive a vaccine 
against consent is harming a person both physically and mentally. Vaccination should not 
determine who gets an education.  This is not compassion or protection, this is bullying and 
segregation in a different form using the guise of our keiki. How can a governor support "my 
body, my choice" but support something like this that takes away choice. It also adds undue 
duress on families that have way more things to worry about than if their child can go to public 
school of which they are paying taxes to support? Please allow our local families to keep control 
of their childrens health and wellbeing. This decision is not a government one to decide.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:06:48 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Frederick Huihui Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  This decision has consequences on both sides.  This choice should be left to 
the parents. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:08:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Katherine T. Kupukaa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118 hd1 because of concerns--bill has not been heard in Education committee and 
taking away religious exemption. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:10:14 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Girlie Mabry Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Vaccination shouldn't be forced! Especially in schools! Only parents can make that choice if they 
want their children to get it or not! This is getting out of hand! It's like we're going back to 
Biblical times when the government wants to be in control, taking children from their parents to 
sacrifice to Baal. It's starting to look like that these days. Shame on you, Governor! The high rate 
of autism right now after vaccination is through the roof! And I used to work in the medical 
field; this is very sad and scary. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:13:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

gretchen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill.  
If passed, the schools here in Hawaii will lose alot of attendance. And the homeschool 
community will grow.  
And as a mother of vaccine injured children, I strongly support medical freedom.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:15:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

beverly nicholson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I AM AGAINST HB1118 HD1 for the following reasons: 
It is almost impossible to obtain a medical exememption for vaccine damages as physicians and 
nurses are afraid of losing their jobs if they give a vaccine damaged child an execption. We 
found that out during Covid. Many doctors and nurses lost their careers if they spoke out or 
refused their own vaccine. I have been vaccine damaged and found no doctor will acknowledge 
vaccine damage. I have spoken to many ER doctors during my health challeges 
about  when  checking children coming into the ER if they check records or ask parents if the 
child recently had a vaccine and not one out of about 20 that I have talked with said they even 
thought about it, one finally told me he was going to start checking the child's files.   
Vaccines are way down because of the recent vaccine damages from the covid vaccines and the 
publics awareness of vaccine dangers. I believe the Pharmaceuticals are using Governors to push 
MANDATING vaccines as a way to regain their profits. It is well known that Pharmaceuticals 
give donations to politicians to sell products. It should not be so! 
The NEW VACCINES will be MRNA type which are not fully understood long term and they 
say all vaccines will be MRNA, so we are subjecting children to unknown damages. Covid 
vaccines prooved the dangers.  
There are animal parts and human fetus parts and poisons used in these vaccines that we reject in 
our bodies and our children's bodies, WE NEED RELIGIOUS EXEMPTIONS !  
Children's lives and health  are not for sale. PLEASE VOTE NO on HB1118 D1.   We need the 
right to accept or refuse medical proceedures.   Sincerely, 
Beverly Nicholson 808 387 6326  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:19:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brigette Leavy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support this bill. It is taking away our freedom and trying to control us. My children and 
I will do as I see fit. I will not tolerate big pharmaceutical telling me to inject my child with 
toxins  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:22:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jerné Willis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha and thank you to anyone who takes the time to read my testimony. I believe this bill is an 
absolute violation of my parental and human rights. I also believe it is backed and supported 
solely by big pharma and anyone getting a payout from such sources. As a mother of three 
young, school aged children, and person who values the kuleana of keeping myself and loved 
ones safe and healthy, I am extremely opposed to this being passed through. I am also very 
concerned about its nature in general and the motive of those who introduced HB11118. I am 
very disappointed that anyone, especially a government representative, would even try to pass 
this as a "law". I am truly offended. If this is made into a law, my children will not be attending 
their school and I will continue to keep their educations (and health) in my own hands. 
  

I care about the health and safety of all keiki and community. I also believe Ke Akua gave us all 
we need to heal and maintain great health.  I do not believe synthetic, man made chemical 
concoctions will ever be more healthy for anyone to inject into their bodies, willingly or not. 
This is scary and upsetting that I am even having to submit testimony on such an outrageous 
bill!  Didn't we learn from COVID that not everyone is fit to receive vaccinations? Why are we 
not respecting one's right to choose what goes into their (children's) bodies. Again, this is an 
attack and violation of human rights. Stop targeting our children for gender reassignment 
surgeries and vaccinations that have harmful, life altering and deadly side effects. How dare any 
of you. This is the most vulnerable age group seeing as hardly any children are able or willing to 
speak up for themselves. Shame on you! 

 Please hear and listen to the voice inside your head and the tug on your heart, your na'au, which 
says this is JUST NOT RIGHT!  Please stand for the people and reject this proposal. Your vote 
will show where your true intentions lie. You are public servants and shall conduct yourself as 
such. Lead by example and live/be pono. This bill should have a unanimose "NO" because it is 
not right. Thank you and God bless.   
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:26:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sharlene Casil Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. It is my duty to protect and care for my child's wellbeing. Therefore it is my 
choice as a parent to decide whether or not I want my child vaccinated.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:40:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kayla Goode Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my profound concern and opposition to the removal of religious 
exemption for our keiki in HB1118. The right to practice one's faith without undue interference 
from the state government is a fundamental principle enshrined in the First Amendment of the 
Constitution, which guarantees the free exercise of religion. This principle must be upheld to 
protect the rights of all Americans, including our keiki. 

Religious exemptions are not merely a matter of personal preference but a deeply held conviction 
for many families. They are a testament to the diversity of beliefs and practices that make our 
nation strong and resilient. The government has a duty to respect and protect these beliefs, not to 
undermine them under the guise of public health. 

The Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) further reinforces these protections, mandating 
that the government cannot substantially burden a person's exercise of religion unless it 
demonstrates that the burden is in furtherance of a compelling governmental interest and is the 
least restrictive means of furthering that interest. 

The removal of religious exemptions would undermine these protections, potentially leading to 
situations where individuals are coerced into actions that violate their sincerely held religious 
beliefs. This not only infringes upon individual liberties but also violates the constitutional 
guarantees of religious freedom. 

I am also concerned about the increasing encroachment of the state government on the 
fundamental right of parents to direct the upbringing, education, and care of their children. The 
notion that the government should have the authority to override parental & religious decisions is 
not only deeply troubling but also a direct affront to the principles of individual liberty and 
family autonomy that have long been cherished in our society. 

The Supreme Court has unequivocally recognized the "liberty of parents to direct the upbringing, 
education, and care of their children" as a fundamental right, established "beyond debate as an 
enduring American tradition". Despite this, we are witnessing a disturbing trend where 
government officials and agencies are usurping the role of parents, often substituting their own 
judgments for those of the parents. 

In conclusion, I urge you to reconsider the removal of religious exemptions for vaccinations and 
to respect the constitutional rights of all Americans, including our keiki. The protection of 
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religious freedom is not only a matter of individual rights but also a cornerstone of our 
democratic values. 

Thank you, 

Kayla Goode 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:46:13 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Thor soder Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I dont agree with this bill at all! My kids shouldn't be FORCED to get vaccinated to attend 
school I believe that infringes on basic human rights. Vaccines are a hot topic in this day and age 
and many believe that vaccines cause autism. My son was diagnosed with Autism at 2 years old, 
he is 4 now and non verbal. I believe it could be from vaccines. Until we get more clear cut 
evidence that vaccines are safe they shouldn't be mandatory. I believe with RFK at the head of 
health and human services there is going to be more evidence to come in the next couple years 
on how safe and effective these vaccines are. If this bill passes my kids will be homeschooled. 
Shame on this leadership to put this on children when it's not even mandatory for adults. Leave 
the kids alone!!! 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:52:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kiley Kealoha Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill and all that it stands for! It is not your right to say what we do with OUR 
children!  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:56:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Grace Sugimoto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I OPPOSE   Bill HB1118. What happened to Hawaii.? Where is the common sense.  Let the 
Rights of the Parents and or Grandparents continue to make the decisions for Our Own 
Children.  

  

Mahalo 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 5:59:52 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melinda Ferreira Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this BH 1118.  Removing the religous and personal right is unconstitutional and a 
violation of our first amendment.  Please say No to this bill. We don't need someone who does 
not know the individual situation to tell us what to do. We already saw a number of people lose 
careers having to quit because they would not  take the dubious vacination. I am surprised this is 
an issue now that Covid is gone. Mebbe the Governor needs to go back to the hospital rather than 
trying to lead the State. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:04:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynette Wijnveldt Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I would like to testify against this bill. This is a form of religious persecution. 

The Constitution protects our religious freedoms. If I were to choose not to take a  

particular vaccine because of the way it's made or make sure my children were not given it  

because there were reasons concerning the making of the vaccine and my religion, this Bill  

would infringe on my ability to use my Constitutional right to use a religious exemption. Why  

are you singling out people of faith? Enough is enough. Do the research, most measles  

outbreaks happen in areas with a 98 per cent vaccination rate. There have been problems  

with vaccine efficiency. Some vaccines are tested using fetal tissue and that concerns me. 

I would use my religious exemption for those. Please consider the ramifications of what this  

bill would do. 

 

poepoe2
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:07:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert J. Santos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I oppose HB1118.  I feel this is too much government control on a parents religious rights for 
their children.  Covid was a learning example of the misuse of government control and violation 
of a person's rights.  Please turn our state elected official's direction to listening to it's people and 
not special interest. 

I oppose HB1118 and my future vote will be influence by the results. 

Make Hawaii Pono Again, 

Robert J. Santos 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:08:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Darren T Sugimoto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE bill HB1118. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:08:11 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carol Maxym Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

For the safety of ALL our keiki, it is imperative to pass this bill! 

 
Thank you 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:08:31 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eileen Doane Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support this bill. I believe in religious freedom and the right of parents to choose what 
goes in their children's bodies and their healthcare. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:09:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Piikea  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

 I am opposing bill, HB1118.  Students should not be required to get the "vaccine" just to attend 
school in Hawai'i. Parents and students alike have the right to a "Religious Exemption" and 
should not be forced. I worked as a health aide prior and "Religious Exemption" has always been 
available to parents who did not believe in vaccinations due to their religious backgrounds and 
that should be understood, not questioned.  

Governor Josh Green, you are not thinking of Hawai'i, it's people, nor the Keiki. You are only 
thinking of yourself and pushing False ideas and agendas. Our Queen, Queen Lili'uokalani, ruled 
our Islands and Lands in righteousness and always thought about and put her people first. She 
ruled with integrity and wisdom trusting Ke Akua to lead and guide her on the right path 
forward, "Ua Mau Ke Ea o Ka Aina I ka Pono! Parents have the right to know and make choices 
for their own children, not you, nor this state.  

Mahalo 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:10:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lorna Rothstein Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose to HB1118 

People should be able to be exempt due to religious reasons from taking any vaccines.  Vaccines 
can injure and ruin your childs body.  HPV vaccine is an example.  My child is young and not 
sexually active.  People should have a choice. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:10:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Quaytaysha Rosa-Yray Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha & thank you for taking the time in reading my statement! I ask to please oppose this bill 
because us moms should be the ones making the decision on getting our children vaccinated! 
Please don't take away our rights!!  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:11:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kim Becker Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:16:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Emiko Baker Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

February 20, 2025 

  

Re: HB1118 

I DO NOT SUPPORT this bill as it will remove the rights of parent to a Religious Vaxx 
Exemption at the school. 

There are data from DOCTORS that show that over time, children who are not vaccinated had a 
higher rate of HEALTH as compared to children who have been vaccinated. You need to give 
parents the choice to have their child vaccinated or not UNDER THE RELIGIOUS VAXX 
EXEMPTION and not leave the deicions to bureaucrats. 

Sincerely, 

Emiko Baker, Waikele resident 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:21:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Noelani Delizo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB1118. I believe we should have a say to what goes in our children's bodies. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:23:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Joshua Perallon Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. Please do not endanger our keiki's health by making health decisions when the 
parents of the children knows what is best for them. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:29:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Yongxin Xiao Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a mother of 3 now. I wasn't educated enough when I had my first 2 children to know that I 
had a choice and a voice to decide to not vaccinate them. Now that I am learning about it with 
my third child and being told I may no longer have that choice and voice to make my own 
decisions, it is very upsetting. I learned that my current baby daddy had vaccines as a baby and 
ended up having seizures and that scared me so we were so glad that we found a doctor willing 
to allow us on holding off and not giving our child any vaccines. It is very upsetting now being 
told that if this bill were to pass, we can't keep our children safe by our own choices. What will 
happen if our child has a seizure like the father and dies? Who then will be responsible for that 
consequence of making that choice for us? Please please do not let this important decision fall 
into anyone else's hands but our own. That isn't fair and it isn't right and takes away our rights as 
parents.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:36:29 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elyse Warren Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. Government has no right to infringe on our First Ammendment. 
Please respect the will of the People and Oppose this bill! 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:36:33 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Garric Purdy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am a first time father. I fear for my kids life and I was allergic to shots when I was a baby and 
my mom said I almost died. I don't want that possibility happening to my kid. Why would I risk 
it!? The government couldn't pay me enough to go on without my daughter. Who then will be 
responsible for that consequence of making that choice for us? Please do not let this decision that 
belongs to us be decided by anyone but us. How can you say we have rights when this very bill 
takes that choice making decision away from us!? No to mandatory vaccines. My baby is 
healthier currently at 5 months old than her 2 half siblings who had all their shots.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:44:44 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Chiam Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill to remove religious exemptions for immunization requirements.   
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Exodus 20:13, Leviticus 18:21 & 20:2-5, Deuteronomy 5:13, 12:30-32, 18:10, 2 Kings 16:3, and 
Psalm 106:38 illustrate that all child sacrifice is condemned with no exception clauses allowing 
for the greater good or public exception clauses found anywhere in the sacred scriptures. 

  

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 and 10:31 remind us that we are to regard our bodies a temples of God's 
Holy Spirit and that we are to honor God, our Creator and possessor of our very bodies by not 
defiling them. Notwithstanding the presence of socially sacrificed human cells and debris in 
vaccinations, we firmly believe that the presence of neurotoxins, hazardous substances, 
attenuated viruses, animal cells, foreign DNA, albumin from human blood, carcinogens, and 
chemical wastes is in strict violation of our imperative to treat our bodies as holy temples of the 
very Spirit of God. 

  

Genesis 9:4, Leviticus 17:10-11, 17:14, Deuteronomy 12:23, Acts 15:20 and 29 informs us that 
blood represents the life force of human and animal species and that human blood was to be kept 
pure under all circumstances and free from contaminants such as animal cells, parts, and blood. 

  

I ask that you respectfully adhere to our first amendment rights guaranteed as citizens of the 
United States of America by her great Constitution and reinforced on a state level by the 
fourteenth amendment without prejudice and do not pass HB1118. 
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Exodus 20:13, Leviticus 18:21 & 20:2-5, Deuteronomy 5:13, 12:30-32, 18:10, 2 Kings 16:3, and 
Psalm 106:38 illustrate that all child sacrifice is condemned with no exception clauses allowing 
for the greater good or public exception clauses found anywhere in the sacred scriptures. 

  

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 and 10:31 remind us that we are to regard our bodies a temples of God's 
Holy Spirit and that we are to honor God, our Creator and possessor of our very bodies by not 
defiling them. Notwithstanding the presence of socially sacrificed human cells and debris in 
vaccinations, we firmly believe that the presence of neurotoxins, hazardous substances, 
attenuated viruses, animal cells, foreign DNA, albumin from human blood, carcinogens, and 
chemical wastes is in strict violation of our imperative to treat our bodies as holy temples of the 
very Spirit of God. 

  

Genesis 9:4, Leviticus 17:10-11, 17:14, Deuteronomy 12:23, Acts 15:20 and 29 informs us that 
blood represents the life force of human and animal species and that human blood was to be kept 
pure under all circumstances and free from contaminants such as animal cells, parts, and blood. 

  

I ask that you respectfully adhere to our first amendment rights guaranteed as citizens of the 
United States of America by her great Constitution and reinforced on a state level by the 
fourteenth amendment without prejudice and do not pass HB1118. 

Thank you for your time. Have a blessed day. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:56:57 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barry Yokoyama Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please protect our religious freedom by opposing HB1118. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 6:59:24 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Candice  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern, 

I'm writing to you as a God fearing mother who opposes  HB1118. This bill goes against our  our 
constitutional and God given rights as parents to CHOOSE how to care for our children.  

Vaccination is a choice and should not be mandated by the government!  

 

poepoe2
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:00:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Manahel Al-hozail Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is absolutely against my constitutional right to practice my religion. None of the elected 
officials have the right to override the constitution. I strongly oppose this bill and find it an act of 
overreach. The first amendment prohibits this and this bill is an infringement upon my first 
amendment right to practice my religion.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:26:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alohilani Zapata Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern: 

As a U.S. citizen, especially one who pays taxes, I am opposing this bill, because it takes away 
freedom and rights, which is what this Country was partly built upon. I say 'partly', because it 
was really founded on the one true living God, which those things follow. HB1118 has no right 
to pass because it goes against the Constitution, it's not consistent, and most immunizations do 
more harm than good. 

In the United States Constitution, you will see that the very first amendment states that religious 
rights are protected by prohibiting Congress from establishing a religion or restricting a religion 
from practicing their beliefs freely. In 1982, you will always see the Supreme Court ruled, "A 
state statute is void to the extent that it actually conflicts with a valid Federal statute.". I am a 
Christian, a long with many others in this State. True followers of Christ, children of God do not 
believe in anything that would cause harm. There is no jurisdiction or justification to make this a 
law. 

Secondly, there is no consistency in this bill. It states one thing for certain groups of people, and 
another for everyone else. It's very illogical to allow current students to be allowed to choose, but 
anyone who enrolls later on has no choice. This is your reminder that this is America, the land of 
the free. 

Lastly, most immunizations, vaccines, and any other name they go by are a top factor to many of 
the illnesses we struggle with. There have been studies, secret meetings exposed, and so on. 
They kill your immune system, when the "healthcare" system claims they protect. The Flu shot 
makes most susceptible to the Flu. I, myself have personal unfortunate experience with this one 
in particular. My mother always made sure we didn't get immunizations/vaccines, but my father 
never listened. In 2008, he was the one to take me to my annual checkup. The nurse informed us 
I was "due" for the Flu shot, even though I told them no and explained what my mother always 
did, my father didn't care and had them give it to me. Three days later, I was sick with the Flu, 
and my health went downhill from that point, even though I was a healthy child from the start. I 
was 8 years old at the time. The Tdap creates the seizure disorder. All four of my siblings were 
given that shot and all four struggled with seizures for many years after that. I was the only one 
whom my mother was able to take me to that newborn checkup, so I was protected from getting 
it. 75% of children we know, where the parents didn't head to our warning got seizure disorder as 
well. HepB leads to Autism. That is another one that two of my siblings got injected with and 
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they both have Autism, a long with many others out there. I could go on and on, but I pray you 
get the point. 

In conclusion, HB1118 should not and cannot be passed, because it's unconstitutional, it's 
inconsistent, and it's harmful. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:37:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Calvin cencio Y 

Melendres Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello,  I oppose this bill as this comes against everything America stands for!!!  What are the bill 
of rights and constitution for if we are going to start to demand injections for kids just to go to 
school.  This has never affected the schools before, why are trying to change something!!!  This 
makes me very unsettled, as people that are supposedly trying to make a difference in this state 
would make these type of changes.  Since when did being religious become a threat to 
society?  To me that's what it seems to attack.  Its like me saying I don't need a drivers license to 
drive a car.  You're trying to control everything and that's what' it's all about!!!  I oppose it and if 
this passes I will not have my kids attend school.  What's next can't go to stores???   
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:43:28 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael R. Dias Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this bill. What we put into our bodies and our children's bodies should be our 
choice / choice of the parent. Vaccination status should not impede upon freedom of movement 
and access to public services. As we saw with the Covid vaccine... it neither prevented 
contraction nor the spread of Covid. What makes other immunizations any different? 
Unvaccinated keiki are not a threat to public health, and it is a God-given (and constitutional) 
right to adhere to religious convictions without restriction or punishment.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:48:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brendan Ajolo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I wholeheartedly oppose this bill.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 7:55:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alix Lillaz  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

This bill saddens me, shocks mr and scaries me. One of the main reasons Hawai'i has been able 
to remain a special place and continue to keep aloha alive is because we are rooted in 'Ohana. 
This bill pulls the roots out from our culture and community and takes the power away from 
every 'ohana. It's our kuleana to take care of our keiki and this only harms their future. My keiki 
are vaccinated but that was my choice. Even though I felt pressured and would have preferred 
they not be vaccinated, at the end of the day it was my choice. This pilau bill that makes it 
mandatory for keiki to be vaccinated is disgusting and goes against everything that Hawai'i is 
about. And to threaten parents with making education and other institutions unavailable to keiki 
who are unvaccinated is shameful. I hope you are able to read this testimony with an open mind 
and understand every parents fear of not being able to make the decisions that we feel is best for 
our 'ohana. Thank you for your time. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:02:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Valerie Alesna Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

With what happened with covid, and the vaccination scares, I do not agree with this mandate. 
Also, RFK is finding that vaccinations have highly negative effects. Let's wait to hear his 
findings. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:03:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carlee Beaton Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Parents should have the right to do what is best for their children without the government forcing 
their hand.  I believe that the human body is a temple and therefore we have the right to choose 
what is put into our bodies, nothing should ever be forced or mandated without our will to do so. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:03:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alexa VT Dudoit Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Ka Kou, 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to bill HB1118. This legislation undermines 
fundamental personal freedoms, parental rights, and religious liberties. I firmly believe that the 
government is overstepping its authority, and this bill will not achieve the outcomes you intend. 

Many families decide against vaccinating their children and explore alternative educational 
paths. Moreover, the potential side effects of these vaccines have been well-documented, raising 
legitimate concerns among parents. Trust in the government has diminished significantly, 
especially in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

It is crucial that we respect and protect parents' decisions regarding their children. I urge you to 
reconsider the implications of bill HB1118 and stand with families in safeguarding their rights. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Sincerely,   
Alexa VT Dudoit 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:07:23 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sophia Levesque Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

  My name is Sophia, I'm born in raised in Hawaii and a mother of 4 children. I write this 
testimony with tears in my eye's and my stomach in knots reliving the trauma of one of my worst 
moments. My child was vaccine injured during her 1st round of MMR shots. I was a young Mom 
and believed what my doctors told me. On that day I watched my baby go limp almost 
immediately, her eyes glassed over and her fever spiked. She was so weak she couldn't lift her 
head to drink water, or use the bathroom. It was truly terrifying, I thought I was going to lose 
her. I prayed with everything I had to my God to let her live, to come back to me and be healthy 
and happy again. This experience has changed me, it sent me down a spiritual path that has 
transformed my belief system. As parents we are our the protectors of our keiki. We know in our 
hearts what is best. I will never allow this to happen to another one of my perfectly healthy and 
beautiful babies. I will be forced to pull all my children from school to protect them if my voice 
isn't heard.  

Mahalo, 

Sophia Levesque 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:18:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lillian Montayre Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It's unlawful when legislature wants to mandate an injection to the people (inclusive of children) 
to get vaccinated of any type of substance and that its professed to be an immunization program. 
We, the people have the personal right to decide by free choice and for our children whether to 
comply or not. Therefore, I wholeheartedly OPPOSE Bill #1118. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:18:48 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Datri Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposed to HB 1118. It is a violation of people's intrinsic rights. What is more sacred than 
what we put in our and our children's bodies, you know! This bill to deny people's rights to 
religious exemptions from vaccines is downright outrageous. It is highly insulting that Hawaiian 
legislators believe that people are not entitled to make such personal decisions for themselves 
and/or their children. It is disrespectful. You have gone too far; this bill is unacceptable. I 
understand that this kind of rule/law exists in perhaps only two other US states. Why does the 
Aloha State want to represent itself as the greatest violators of people's integrity, rights and 
beliefs. The world will wonder what could possibly motivate this tyranny and ugliness. Thank 
you for your attention.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:21:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ranee Jones Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments: In Opposition to HB1118 "Relating to Non-Medical Exemptions to Immunization 
Requirements." February 20, 2025, I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to offer written 
testimony in opposition to HB1118. I strongly oppose to this bill because it is a violation of 
human rights and is unconstitutional. This bill takes away my freedom to choose what's best for 
my family. I believe that this is a huge overreach by the government and should not pass. I truly 
believe that all children are not the same and what vaccines a child takes should be up to the 
parents to choose even if it's no vaccines! Vaccines should not be forced on anyone. I ask that all 
representatives will consider all written testimonies and our right to choose!  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:24:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rachelle Y Young Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB 1118 to mandate vaccines for all children attending school in the state of Hawaii. 
First of all it is unconstitutional. We are the parents of our children. We should be making 
decisions for the welfare of our children not the government. Last I checked, I gave birth to my 
children not the government. It's a choice the parents should have to make not a decision for the 
government to make. You are taking away our amendment rights to have the freedom to 
choose.  I am a Christian and I believe that GOD has given us our bodies, which is our temple, 
with an immune system. So, i oppose to vaccine mandates for the children of Hawaii attending 
school. Leave it up to the parents.  

 

poepoe2
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



poepoe2
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:26:15 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Melissa Chong Individual Oppose In Person 

 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii has a long history of supporting autonomy of body. Hawaii was one of the first states to 
recognize same sex marriages affirming the fact that the state cannot stand in the way of 
individual choices when it comes to love and marriage. I strongly believe it is important to 
recognize the deep rooted relationship of choice for the communities in Hawaii. This is a bill that 
aims to remove the an individuals' autonomy of body, for medical decisions. So, regardless of 
how one feels about vaccines, this is a greater concern of protecting medical freedom. 
The exemption as written says that should individuals in schools be found to have an illness, 
those not vaccinated will not be permitted to attend class until it has been determined it is no 
longer an issue. I believe this is protective and allows flexibility of choice. Therefore, not putting 
one in conflict with their own religious tenets.  
Vote NO to HB1118!  
Sincerely, Concerned Mother  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:26:59 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bianca Foster Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I testify that forcing to vaccinate is unlawful, unconstitutional and against freedom of religion as 
the contents of vaccines are a conflict with religious beliefs.  
  

I testify against this unlawful act.  
sincerely, 

BF 
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3. The Constitution Protects Religious Freedom 

The First Amendment guarantees the free exercise of religion, and forcing individuals to violate 
their beliefs contradicts the very foundation of religious liberty. 

Courts have repeatedly upheld the principle that government cannot impose undue burdens on 
religious practice without a compelling and narrowly tailored reason. 

Given the varied risks and effectiveness of vaccines, there is no justification for eliminating 
religious exemptions, which have existed for decades without public health catastrophe. 

HB1118 represents a dangerous precedent that undermines constitutional freedoms and 
disregards legitimate concerns about vaccine safety. I urge you to reject this bill and instead 
support policies that respect individual rights, informed consent, and medical freedom. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:28:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

M. Chong Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please vote NO to HB1118. This measure does not support body autonomy and medical 
freedom.   
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:32:30 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

sera manjarrez Individual Oppose Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern: 

Religious freedom is a fundamental American value, so fundamental that it is protected by the 
First Amendment to our nation's Constitution. And historically, religious exemptions 
have protected the tried-and-true American values of freedom of belief, worship and religious 
exercise. With that being said, I'm asking that you PLEASE oppose this bill!  
  

Mahalo!  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:34:12 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Trysti Kawaiaea Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, my name is Trysti Kawaiaea, and I testify in opposition to HB1118. 

This bill would remove religious exemptions for student vaccinations, limiting parental choice 
and long-standing personal and religious freedoms. (Personally relate to the bill topic and how it 
affects you, whether as a parent, student, or concerned community member.) 

Hawaii has long recognized the right of families to make medical decisions based on their 
personal and religious beliefs. Removing religious exemptions could force families to choose 
between their faith and accessing education. While public health is important, policies should 
also respect individual rights and diverse perspectives. 

For these reasons, I testify in opposition to HB1118. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:35:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Naomi Hashimoto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this unconstitutional Bill HB1118. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:36:18 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kyle Callaway Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha!  
On behalf of myself, my family and many other families of Hawaii, I strongly oppose taking 
away religious exemption forms from Hawaii schools. The choice to vaccinate should be up to 
the parents. Not allowing a child to go to school because of their families beliefs is wrong. Please 
listen to these testimonies and oppose this Bill HB1118 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:36:46 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ikaika Liwai Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support bill HB 1118. The decisions of getting our Keiki vaccinated should be entirely 
up to the parent/gaurdian choice and not mandatory in order to enter schooling or homeschool. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:37:50 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Saville Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill.  Each family should be able to make decisions for their health, 
wellness and their families on their own.  The government has demonstrated knowledge of 
potential harm in these vaccines and I don't want to subject my tiny babies to potential harm 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:38:40 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jen Kitahara  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing in opposition to HB 1118. I strongly believe the right to choose to vaccinate or not 
vaccinate should be kept within the family. I have witnessed many friends experience their 
children having adverse reactions to the vaccine schedule and I do not think that any government 
should force or have laws restricting citizens access to education both public and private if they 
choose to omit vaccinations. I respectfully ask you to please reconsider your votes if you are for 
this bill. Please consider that we all as individuals should have the right to choose what is best 
for our bodies and our children's bodies.  
  

Respectfully, 

  

Jen Kitahara  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:40:37 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robin Smith Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The government does not have the right to impede on peoples bonafide religious beliefs. Period. 
So if it means they believe that an unproven vaccine and or immunization is an overreach, and 
references their religion, so be it. I personally know a jehovahs witness who said he literally 
would refuse a cancer treatment shot if they made one, because of his religious beliefs. Its a real 
thing 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:40:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

ikaika galves-alameda Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:42:07 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dennae Smith Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony in Opposition to Removing Religious Exemptions for Vaccines 

My name is Dennae Smith, and I am here today to strongly oppose any effort to remove religious 
exemptions for vaccines. Religious freedom is a fundamental right protected by both the U.S. 
Constitution and various state laws, and it must not be compromised in the name of public 
policy. 

For many individuals and families, vaccination is not merely a medical decision it is a deeply 
moral and religious one. Some vaccines are developed or tested using cell lines derived from 
aborted fetal tissue, which raises serious ethical concerns for those who believe in the sanctity of 
human life. Others have religious objections to any medical intervention that interferes with 
divine providence over their health. The government should not have the power to force 
individuals to act against their sincerely held religious beliefs. 

Eliminating religious exemptions creates a dangerous precedent. If the government can mandate 
a medical procedure that violates religious convictions, what is to stop future encroachments on 
other aspects of religious practice? Protecting public health is important, but it must be balanced 
with respect for religious liberty. There are alternative solutions, such as informed consent 
policies and natural immunity considerations, that do not require trampling on the rights of 
religious individuals. 

Religious freedom is one of the bedrocks of our democracy. Removing religious exemptions 
would effectively exclude people of faith from public life and essential services like education. 
That is not the kind of society we should strive to create. 

I urge you to uphold religious freedom and oppose any measure that removes religious 
exemptions for vaccines. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

Dennae Smith 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:42:08 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nicole Sim Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

  My name is Nicole Sim I am writing this testimony in opposition of Bill HB1118.  It is our 
constitutional rights as American Citizens to practice our religious beliefs.  As a mother of 4 
children; 3 of which, of school age our family relies on the ability of the vaccine exemption 
based on our religious beliefs to allow my children educational opportunities here in the state of 
Hawaii.  Taking away this right would be unconstitutional and unjust for the children of Hawaii 
who need this exemption.   
Please I implore you to vote against HB1118 for families across the state like me who firmly 
believe in and rely on the religious exemption for our children.  

Thankyou for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Nicole Sim 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:47:17 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Valerie Payomo-Sofa Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose to HB1118, we as parents need to have our children's rights protected. It should not be 
mandatory for them to get vaccinated in order to go to school. Why would you get rid of a 
religious exemption and force these parents to get their children vaccinated? More people are 
choosing to not vaccinate their kids for many reasons, and we don't need to tell you why. That's 
taking away our right to be able 
to choose. Also that means HB1118 doesn't care about a child's education because if you say that 
a child cannot 
attend school without getting vaccinated then what happens to the child? Since they aren't able to 
go to school what would they be doing? Some parents work a full time 
job or multiple jobs just to be able to survive so they can't homeschool their kids. So again I'm 
asking what happens to the child at that point? How do you expect them to learn, grow, and 
thrive and be a functioning member of society 
because they wouldn't be able to get an education at school because you didn't allow them to 
have a choice to not get 
vaccinated. Make it make sense. We need to have a say in how we want to raise our children and 
not conform just because someone thinks that being vaccinated is the onlyway to go. That is 
unacceptable that someone would even think HB1118 is a good idea. We need to stand up and 
oppose bills like this that take away from our first ammendment rights. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:48:27 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jowell Rivera Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am against this bill as it takes away the rights of parents to make their own family 
decessions.  Government has no business in the family unit at this level.  If this bill passes, it will 
be overturned by the SCOTUS.  

My body, my choice.  
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:50:19 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joeanna  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose to mandate anyone to have to vaccinate their child. They should have a choice to do it 
or not. Not all parents agree with vaccination. We live in America.  
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Thank you for your time and consideration. I trust you will take these points into account as you 
move forward in deliberating on this bill. 

Sincerely, 

Leycia Tabajunda 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:52:34 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lena Marie Silva Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill, I don't agree with this because I should have say over my child and no one 
else. It would be taking away my right and my child's right to choose. As a parent I know what's 
best for my child. 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:54:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Neal David Nakakura Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Sir / Madam: 

I am strongly opposed to HB 1118.  I believe what goes into a persons body should be decided 
by that person and his/her doctor.  Government should not mandate medical 
procedures.   Medical procedures should always be a choice. 

Thank you 

Neal 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:55:48 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sam Shafer  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Sam Shafer Jr oppose HB1118 to Vaccinate students in School public or Private. 

This my Constitutional Right to oppose this Bill 1118 and let the parents of our Children to 
freely speak up on there behalf. 

Sincerely yours, 

Sam Shafer Jr 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:58:05 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

helen salvani Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I would like to express my strong opposition to HB 1118 which seeks to eliminate personal 
religious exemptions for vaccinations in hawaii. This bill is an alarming overreach, which 
disregards fundamental constitutional rights, stripping parents and individuals of their ability to 
make medical decisions in alignment with their Deeply held beliefs.  
  

religious freedom is a cornerstone of our Constitution and forcing individuals to choose between 
their Faith and education is unacceptable.  
many families Have strong objections, which are in alignment, sincerely held religious believes, 
and this  should be respected and honored.  
  

I urge you to OPPOSE HB 1118 and stand for religious freedom, medical freedom and parental 
rights. Why you should respect a parents right to choose medical freedom.  
  

Thank you 
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HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 8:59:38 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Justin Rouleau Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HB1118 and SB1437 & HB1585 and SB3089 

JR 

justin rouleau 

Reply 

Reply all 

Forward 

 

 

To:Rep. Terez Amato;senmckelvey@capitol.hawaii.gov;citydesk@staradvertiser.com;+2 others 

Sat 2/15/2025 9:01 PM 

Dear Representative Amato and Senator McKelvey: 

  

I have previously written you demanding to have the citizens of Maui's voices represented by a 
no vote concerning proposed bills HB1118 and SB1437. Representative Amato, I want to thank 
you for your response which was courageously written; however, I am still awaiting to hear from 
my senator.  

  

Representative Amato, a graduate of an ecclesiastical school herself, surprised me with her 
nonchalant attitude concerning the freedom of religion and its guaranteed enshrinement in our 
Constitution. Her claim that denying citizens free exercise of religion is justifiable if compelling 
government interests are interfered with is contradictory to both the First Amendment and the 
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presumed view of a graduate from an ecclesiastical school. I am glad that Representative Amato 
discussed the proposal with counsel, after all, that is her job, but her reply of "For instance, see 
case law Prince v. Massachusetts, 321 U.S. 158" (Amato 2025) in an attempt to justify state 
control over religion is a tacit method of avoiding responsibility to the constitution that 
representatives and senators are sworn to uphold. I would expect a graduate form an 
ecclesiastical school to remind me of the precedent of God vs. mankind which ended in a great 
flood. Clearly that precedent points out that it is bad to fool around with God. Maybe this is why 
South Maui routinely floods�² it is a message from God. 

  

Prince v Massachusetts is a really tenuous way to argue that a state can nullify the free exercise 
of religion. Established in Marbury v. Madison (1803), Chief Justice John Marshall asserted, "It 
is emphatically the province and duty of the judicial department to say what the law is." This 
established the Supreme Court as the ultimate arbiter of constitutional interpretation, rejecting 
the idea that individual states could independently determine the constitutionality of federal laws. 
Since the Constitution is federal law, Hawaii has no authority over religion. Furthermore, Article 
II, Section 4 of the Constitution outlines what punishment is available for elected officials who 
violate the Constitution they are sworn to uphold, stating that officials can be removed for 
�³�W�U�H�D�V�R�Q�����E�U�L�E�H�U�\�����R�U���R�W�K�H�U���K�L�J�K���F�U�L�P�H�V���D�Q�G���P�L�V�G�H�P�H�D�Q�R�U�V���´���0�D�]�L�H���+�L�U�R�Q�R���L�V���I�D�P�R�X�V���I�R�U���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\��
asking powerful people if they were ever found guilty of sexual misconduct�² indeed it is her 
trademark question. I am going to imitate Mrs. Hirono and ask Representative Amato and 
Senator McKeelvey such a straightforward question: 

  

Representative Amato and Senator McKeelvey, have either of you ever met with in private, had 
travel expenses paid from, accepted gifts from, accepted cash from, been promised future gifts 
from, been promised future cash from, received any mortgage payment support from, auto 
payment support from, campaign finance support from, or has any family member or friend ever 
received support, financial or otherwise, from any representative, employee, or scientist who is 
employed in the past or current time by the pharmaceutical industry or the medical industry? 
Silence to this question is connoted as a yes answer; much like pleading for the fifth amendment 
protection from self-incrimination.  

  

Please stop attacking God. It is a losing fight. Contrary to Hawaii legislative belief, God still is 
the ultimate arbiter. Please focus on reviving bills HB1585 and SB3089 which limit the power of 
the executive emergency order. If you really want to champion children's rights, then revive and 
pass HB1585 and SB3089 so our children may know democracy, and not autocracy.  

  

If you really want to be perceived an effective leader, create a bill that mandates the weekly 
testing of fire hydrants and will guarantee that citizens will be able to retrieve the weekly results 



of those fire hydrant tests, as well as learn where in proximity to their house the fire hydrant is, 
how much water pressure it produces, and a guarantee that if a hydrant is not nearby a 
homeowner, one will be immediately installed. Senator McKelvey, you represent a district that 
lost a thousand homes due to the failure of water to be applied during a fire�² surely a fire 
hydrant test law will be perceived as more helpful than a law that attacks faith.  

  

In closing, I want to ask both of you to please place, as support, your names on a full-page 
Honolulu Advertiser notice I am planning that glorifies God, the children He created, and the 
Constitution which protects our right to worship as we see fit, and Hawaii's strong opposition to 
HB1118 and SB1437. Such a strong advertisement, endorsed by the legislators, will no doubt 
resonate well with the majority of Hawaiian families.  

  

In closing, I would like to ask for any data the health committee cited as evidence, if such data 
exists, from independent third parties, and not from the special interest groups themselves, 
pointing out the percentage of vaccinated to achieve herd immunity, and the concept of herd 
immunity itself in relation to each specific disease; the percentage of children who suffer from 
measle, mumps, rubella, and any other diseases the vaccines are intended to mitigate in Hawaii. 
The 95% herd claim by the legislation is yet to be supported with any non-biased studies that the 
public is aware of; furthermore, the now retired Doctor Fauci is on record stating otherwise; he 
�F�O�D�L�P�V���W�K�D�W�������������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���8�6���Q�H�H�G�V���W�R���J�H�W�����������Y�D�F�F�L�Q�H���I�R�U���³�
�W�U�X�H���K�H�U�G���L�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�
�´�����6�X�U�H�O�\���W�Ke 
state doctor is not as qualified as doctor Fauci. And, obviously, the legislators are not using Dr. 
Fauci's data. Please send the links to the data I requested to: 

  

justinrouleau@hotmail.com,  

"citydesk@staradvertiser.com", 

"ablair@hawaiinewsnow.com",  

"DHuff@hawaiinewsnow.com" . 

  

With warm regards, 

  

I am 

  



Justin S. Rouleau 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:03:21 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sasha Allison Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Testimony in Opposition to HB1118 

Aloha, my name is Sasha Allison and I am here to express my strong opposition to HB1118, 
which seeks to eliminate religious exemptions for vaccinations in our schools. 

�)�L�U�V�W���D�Q�G���I�R�U�H�P�R�V�W�����W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���R�Q�H�¶�V���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���I�U�H�H�O�\���L�V���H�Q�V�K�U�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���)�L�U�V�W���$�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W��
�R�I���W�K�H���8���6�����&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���P�D�N�H���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���R�Q�H�¶�V���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V��
beliefs regarding the health and welfare of their children. By removing the religious exemption, 
this bill infringes upon this fundamental right, compelling individuals to act contrary to their 
deeply held religious convictions. I am a healthcare worker and believe it is a fundamental 
personal right to make choices best for themselves and their family, regardless of religion. 

Moreover, the diversity of beliefs in our community is one of our greatest strengths. Religious 
exemptions for vaccinations acknowledge this diversity and respect the cultural and spiritual 
nuances that guide many families. Eliminating these exemptions could lead to a homogenization 
of thought and practice, which goes against the very principles of inclusivity and pluralism our 
society champions. 

From a practical standpoint, the removal of religious exemptions does not guarantee an increase 
in vaccination rates. Instead, it might push families to seek alternative education options outside 
the public system, potentially leading to less oversight and �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V��
education and health. This could inadvertently increase public health risks rather than mitigate 
them, as these children would be less likely to be monitored by school health programs. 

Furthermore, this legislation could set a precedent for further erosion of personal and parental 
rights over medical decisions. Health autonomy is a critical aspect of personal liberty and should 
be respected unless there is a clear, overwhelming public interest that can be served no other 
way. In this case, the current system of exemptions, combined with educational outreach and 
support for vaccination, has proven effective for many years. 

I also want to stress that many in our community who claim religious exemptions are not anti-
vaccine per se; rather, they seek to live in accordance with their faith, which might include a 
preference for natural immunity or concerns about the ingredients in vaccines. A more inclusive 
approach would involve dialogue and education, offering alternatives or accommodations where 
possible, rather than outright bans. 



In closing, I urge the committee to reconsider this bill. Instead of removing religious exemptions, 
we should look for ways to strengthen our public health initiatives through education, open 
dialogue, and respect for individual rights. This approach not only respects constitutional 
freedoms but also fosters a community where diverse beliefs can coexist with public health 
goals. 

Thank you for your attention and for considering this perspective. 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:03:41 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karen Selina Lalau Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill HB1118, which prohibits the use of religious exemptions for vaccines.  
When COVID-19 broke out, I was attending Kapi'olani Community College. In-person 
classes were cancelled and moved to virtual but students were still required to get vaccinated. I 
was almost released from my classes because of my refusal to receive the Covid vaccine. This 
mandate goes against my religion, my belief, my culture, and most importantly my human rights. 
After obtaining a religious exemption from my pastor, I was cleared to continue attending my 
virtual classes. Fast forward to present day, the world is facing the health repercussions that the 
covid-19 pandemic has left. The vaccine has done more harm than good. The Bible teaches us 
not to conform to secular beliefs and values. The Hawaiian culture values righteousness and 
integrity. Taking away the autonomy to choose what goes into our bodies is evil and intolerable. 
This bill should not be passed. Auwe.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:07:16 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cary Kayama Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha! I was all for vaccines and now I see the risks of some of them. I do not support HB1118. 
It is a total joke. This is 100% unconstitutional. A dictatorship is my book. I will not allow my 
kids to be forced to take a vaccine that they do not need. You are hurting the kids. Think about 
what you're doing.  
Thank you, 

Cary 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:08:58 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tasha Bohol Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I hereby testify to oppose this bill! It is not Pono to have vaccines mandatory for children 
without parental consent. Stop with the lies, America and officials of congress. People have the 
right to oppose this nonsense. Covid was a scam and you guys continue to try to bring people 
down. Jesus loves you! Cut it out Govenor Josh Green!!!  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:12:55 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John D'Adamo III Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I stongly opposition HB1118 

Direct violation of our religion rights found in the U.S. Constition and the Hawaii State 

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:17:51 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tiffany McKenzie Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

HB1118 raises concerns regarding parental rights and bodily autonomy. While vaccination is a 
crucial tool for public health, the necessity of mandatory HPV vaccination for elementary school 
children, particularly when the virus is primarily transmitted sexually, warrants further 
examination. Parents have a right to question the timing of this vaccination, especially given that 
pre-teens are not typically sexually active. A more appropriate approach might involve 
comprehensive education about the human body and sexually transmitted infections, 
empowering children and parents to make informed decisions as they mature, rather than 
mandating a vaccine at such a young age. This legislation appears to overstep parental rights and 
raises questions about the balance between public health initiatives and individual liberties. 

  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:19:54 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dana Gravesen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  Religious freedom is protected and forcing individuals to violate their beleifs 
contradicts the very foundation of religious liberty.  Government cannot impose undue burdens 
on religous practice without compelling and narrowly tailored reason.  I think we learned from 
Covid that vaccines can be politically motivated and people should have a choice if they want to 
get them or not.  Government should not be able to make the choice for you.  My son should not 
be a pawn in the political games that are being played.   

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:21:09 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

kiersten homalon Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To Whom It May and Should Concern: 

I am writing in opposition to the HB1118 HD1 bill. Under no circumstances should the religious 
exemption be removed from the state of Hawaii concerning mandated vaccinations. We should 
be able to choose what is right for our bodies and our religion should also be respected. Science 
still does not support the efficacy of vaccinations especially concerning COVID-19 so it is not 
only unethical to mandate these vaccines but it is unconstitutional.  
  

This is an incredible violation of our rights and freedoms as a citizen of the United States of 
America. We are still one nation under God.  
  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:21:20 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/21/2025 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Briana Berdel Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm born and raised on Maui and have been living here my whole life. I have a degree in Marine 
Biology from UH Manoa and am educated on how vaccines work and the efficacy of them. Ever 
since I was a baby I have always been vaccinated. I get my flu shot (and now COVID booster) 
every year.  

�0�D�N�L�Q�J���Y�D�F�F�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���L�V���S�D�U�D�P�R�X�Q�W���W�R���N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���R�X�U���N�H�L�N�L��
and ohana safe from sickness and disease. Herd immunity is one of if not the most important 
factor keeping our community safe. Without requirements such as these, if parents have the right 
to choose whether or not to vaccinate their children before sending them off to school, herd 
immunity will cease to exist and we will have outbreaks like the ones currently happening on the 
mainland.  

At the time of writing this testimony (2/20/25) there are currently 58 confirmed cases of measles 
in Texas. All but four of these cases were in unvaccinated individuals. This shows how the herd 
immunity was compromised and allowed the virus to spread to those who were vaccinated.  

Prior to 1848, measles as well as other diseases such as whooping cough and influenza were 
�X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���W�R���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�����$�I�W�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���D�U�U�L�Y�D�O�����W�K�H�V�H���H�S�L�G�H�P�L�F�V���U�D�Y�D�J�H�G���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�V���Z�L�W�K���P�H�D�V�O�H�V���D�O�R�Q�H��
killing 10% - 33% of the population. We must also remember that Kamehameha III established 
quarantine measures and a Board of Health in response to these many diseases and that 
Kamehameha IV along with Queen Emma established Queens Hospital in 1859.  

�$�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���H�Q�D�F�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�¶�V���L�P�P�X�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���O�D�Z���L�Q���������������W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���F�D�V�H�V���R�I���P�H�D�V�O�H�V���D�Q�G��
other diseases decreased significantly. This provides proof that vaccines are beneficial to the 
health of our keiki and community.   

We must not allow our community to suffer from what is preventable. Decreasing the amount of 
vaccine exemptions due to religious reasons will keep our keiki safe by increasing herd 
immunity, therefore making them less vulnerable to these diseases.  

 



HB-1118-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/20/2025 9:21:23 PM 
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Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong opposition to HB 1118 which seeks to remove the right to 
religious exemption. This bill violates the fundamental rights of individuals to freely exercise 
their religious beliefs and makes unjustified intrusion in personal medical decisions. 

Liane Mickey 
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Comments:  

I oppose this bill. I believe a parent has a right to choose what immunizations and vaccinations 
are best for their child. No immunization/vaccination should be forced upon any child, especially 
where there is no long-term research or evidence to support its long-term effects.  The 
government shouldn't be forcing us to take any vaccination/immunization or to put any foreign 
substance into our bodies without consent. 
  

If a child is cleared by his/her doctor during an annual physical exam, then he/she should be 
allowed to attend school. 
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Comments:  

This is an unecssary push for immunizations for our keiki infringing on our constitutional rights 
to exercise religious freedom in our decision making around such matters.  
 
I am not an anti vaccine person.  I am a parent who vaccinates my children however I would not 
want to be forced to do such if I really don't think it's best for my child.   
  

If you're a parent, would you want your child to be forced to get a vaccine if you held a religious 
conviction to not?  The reality is the majority vaccinate their kids so why the need to burden 
those who hold a religious conviction. 
  

 The constitution is in place for a reason.  Please keep it that way.  Please vote no.  Mahalo for 
your time.  
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