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Mental Health and Substance Use:  Mental health, substance use, and youth suicide are critical 1 

priorities of the DOH. There is substantial evidence that adolescents and young adults who use 2 

cannabis daily or near-daily are more likely than non-users to develop future psychotic disorders 3 

such as schizophrenia and for daily or near-daily adult users to be diagnosed with a psychotic 4 

disorder such as schizophrenia.2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13 There is also substantial evidence that 5 

adolescent and young adult cannabis users are more likely than non-users to increase their use 6 

and to develop cannabis use disorder and that increases in cannabis use frequency is generally 7 

associated with progression to developing cannabis use disorder.14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22 8 

Additionally, there is moderate evidence that adolescents and young adults who use cannabis are 9 

more likely than non-users to have suicidal thoughts or attempt suicide, and have an increased 10 

incidence of suicide completion.23,24,25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32,33,34,35,36,37,38,39    11 

Fetus and Newborn Exposures:  Fetus and newborn exposure to cannabis is an increasingly 12 

growing concern. National estimates show that between 3 to 7% of pregnant women report using 13 

cannabis while pregnant.40,41 Biological evidence shows that tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the 14 

primary intoxicating compound in cannabis is passed through the placenta of women who use 15 

cannabis during pregnancy and that the fetus absorbs and metabolizes the THC.42,43,44,45,46 16 

Despite this, cannabis use among pregnant women has continued to increase amidst the 17 

perceived lack of risk from the increasing acceptance and accessibility of 18 

cannabis.47,48,49,50,51,52,53,54,55,56 Biological evidence also shows that THC is present in the breast 19 

milk of women who use cannabis and that infants who drink breast milk containing THC absorb 20 

and metabolize the THC.57,58,59,60,61 There is substantial evidence of association between 21 

maternal cannabis smoking and lower birth weight of offspring62,63 and moderate evidence that 22 

maternal use of cannabis during pregnancy is associated with decreased academic ability, 23 

attention problems, reduced cognitive function, and decreased IQ scores in exposed 24 

offspring.64,65,66,67,68,69,70,71,72,73,74,75,76,77 25 

Environmental Concerns:  According to an October 2020 report by the Denver Environmental 26 

Health Cannabis Sustainability Work Group, cultivation of cannabis has had significant impacts 27 

on consumption of energy and water, generation of solid waste, effluent discharge, greenhouse 28 
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gas emissions, land use, nuisance odor control, and, indoor air quality.78,79 Also in October 2020, 1 

the National Cannabis Industry Association issued "Environmental Sustainability in the 2 

Cannabis Industry: Impacts, Best Management Practices, and Policy Considerations," 3 

highlighting the impacts of the industry on land and soil health, water use, energy consumption, 4 

air quality, and waste.80 In addition, the Cannabis Regulators Association (CANNRA) has 5 

provided guidance regarding the need for state and local environmental regulatory agencies to 6 

engage and work with cannabis businesses in determining and quantifying environmental 7 

impacts, and best ways to achieve compliance regarding energy use, waste management, air 8 

quality, and water quality.81 Finally, CANNRA has also provided guidance regarding nuisance 9 

odor compliance, which have been and continue to be, an ongoing source of complaints for 10 

private residence cultivation, and should be expected to increase with adult use legalization.82 11 

Youth and Young Adults:  Although proposed legalized adult use will be restricted to those 12 

aged 21 and older, the human brain continues to develop into the mid-20s and remains 13 

vulnerable to the effects of addictive substances.83,84 Various research on youth and young adults 14 

show associations between e-cigarette use and cannabis use,85,86,87,88 and a systematic review and 15 

meta-analysis of existing studies showed the odds of youth using cannabis were 3.5 times higher 16 

if they vaped.89 Flavor increases the likelihood that youth will try the vaping product, whether it 17 

contains nicotine or cannabis.90,91 Protecting young adults legally allowed to use cannabis but 18 

still very vulnerable to its detrimental effects will not work with age restrictions alone. Also, 19 

although the use of child-resistant packaging reduces unintentional pediatric poisonings from a 20 

wide range of products,92,93,94 these still rely on the user to properly employ and maintain the 21 

packaging. A recent retrospective analysis of National Poison Data System data for pediatric 22 

exposures to edible cannabis products in children younger than age 6 years found an increase of 23 

1,375% from 2017-2021 with a significant increase in both ICU and non-ICU admissions.95 24 

Toxic pediatric exposures continue to be reported.96 In addition to packaging requirements, 25 

restriction of advertising and marketing practices remain critical to preventing appeal to youth as 26 

well as preventing the encouragement of increased consumption and targeting of marginalized 27 

communities as practiced by the tobacco industry.97,98 There is substantial evidence that more 28 
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unintentional exposures for children occur in states with increased legal access to cannabis and 1 

these exposures can lead to significant clinical effects requiring medical 2 

attention.99,100,101,102,103,104,105,106,107,108 3 

Smoking, E-Cigarettes, and Vaping:  Smoked and vaped forms of hemp and cannabis should 4 

be prohibited. There is substantial evidence that cannabis smoke contains many of the same 5 

cancer-causing chemicals as tobacco smoke109,110,111,112,113 and while many flavorings and 6 

additives used in e-cigarette or vaped products may be safe for oral ingestion, few, if any have 7 

been demonstrated as safe for inhalation. This was highlighted by the outbreak of e-cigarette, or 8 

vaping, product use-associated lung injury (EVALI), which caused 2,807 hospitalized cases 9 

among all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and two U.S. territories and 68 confirmed 10 

deaths.114  EVALI cases rapidly declined after vitamin E acetate, a common dietary supplement 11 

that is generally recognized as safe ("GRAS") by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration as a 12 

food additive, was removed from products.  13 

Intoxicating Hemp Products:  The DOH greatly appreciates the inclusion of regulatory 14 

oversight of hemp-derived cannabinoid products under the Hawaii Cannabis Authority. 15 

Cannabinoids are cannabinoids, regardless of whether they are derived from cannabis or hemp 16 

plants, or synthesized, and some have psychoactive or intoxicating properties.115 The 2018 Farm 17 

Bill's focus on the concentration of delta-9 THC as defining legal hemp and hemp products has 18 

created a loophole through which consumers, including children, can walk into convenience 19 

stores and gas stations, or shop online and purchase products that have the same psychoactive or 20 

intoxicating effects as cannabis. There are a number of these "hemp synthesized intoxicants 21 

(HSIs),” the most common being Delta-8 THC and Delta-10 THC. Proponents of HSIs assert 22 

that the Farm Bill did not prohibit the chemicals in hemp from being converted into psychoactive 23 

compounds. However, opponents of HSIs argue that the Farm Bill legalized hemp as an 24 

agricultural commodity and did not intend for the chemicals in hemp to be converted into 25 

intoxicating compounds. In October 2023, Virginia's restriction of HSIs was upheld by a federal 26 

court, and Attorneys General in Nebraska, California, and Connecticut have filed lawsuits or 27 

enforcement actions against HSI manufacturers and sellers, citing health and safety risks to 28 
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consumers.116,117,118 And on December 5, 2023, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 1 

issued a warning letter119 to a manufacturer of food products, including gummies, that contain 2 

Delta-8 THC. In its warning letter, FDA noted that: "1) Delta-8 THC products have not been 3 

evaluated or approved by FDA for safe use and may be marketed in ways that put the public 4 

health at risk; 2) FDA has received adverse event reports involving Delta-8 THC containing 5 

products; 3) Delta-8 THC has psychoactive and intoxicating effects; 4) FDA is concerned about 6 

the processes used to create the concentrations of Delta-8 THC claimed in the marketplace; and 7 

5) FDA is concerned about Delta-8 THC products that may be consumed by children, as some 8 

packaging and labeling may appeal to children." 9 

Regulatory Standards: The DOH appreciates requirements for laboratory standards and testing, 10 

packaging and labeling, products standards, and advertising and marketing controls. The DOH 11 

also greatly appreciates the substantive appropriations for the Public Health and Education 12 

Special Fund for cannabis testing. Cannabis testing capability and capacity will be critical to 13 

oversight of private commercial testing laboratories and investigations of adverse consumer 14 

events. Together, these provisions will help to ensure that cannabinoid-containing products 15 

intended for human consumption and use meet the same consumer protection standards as non-16 

cannabinoid-containing products. In other words, other than the effect of the cannabinoid 17 

content, a hemp-derived gummie and a cannabis-derived gummie should be as safe to consume 18 

as a commercial candy gummie. These requirements will help to protect the public, especially 19 

youth, from unintended intoxication, over-toxication, deceptive and misleading claims, and 20 

unsafe products. The DOH also appreciates the maintenance of key existing medical use 21 

provisions, the limitations against any use of cannabis that endangers the health or well-being of 22 

another person, especially the use at any place open to the public, including smoking or vaping 23 

cannabis in public as prohibited by chapter 328J, and the use of cannabis by anyone under 24 

twenty-one years of age.  25 

While DOH appreciates the inclusion of a "Public health and education special fund" for 26 

education and substance abuse prevention and treatment, which includes educating the public 27 

about cannabis use and laws, preventing and treating substance abuse among youth, and 28 
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controlling and treating substance abuse; this is not expected to eliminate the harms. Based on 1 

what has been experienced with tobacco products, despite laws prohibiting purchase and 2 

educational campaigns, use increased among youth. Efforts have been unsuccessful to date and 3 

continue to be underway to protect our youth by banning flavored products. Despite best efforts 4 

to implement a legal adult cannabis use program as responsibly and safely as possible, there will 5 

be harm to the public health, especially for newborns, youth, and young adults. 6 

PART II 7 

The DOH Office of Medical Cannabis Control and Regulation (DOH-OMCCR) agrees with the 8 

DOH comments about the harms to the health of the public that adult use legalization will bring, 9 

and provides comments as a resource to the legislature should the legislature choose to pass this 10 

measure. 11 

One Plant, One Regulatory Agency:  The DOH-OMCCR strongly supports the "one plant, one 12 

regulatory agency" approach that SB3335 SD1 contemplates by placing medical use, adult use, 13 

and hemp cannabinoid processing and products under the Hawaii Cannabis Authority ("HCA"). 14 

As a founding member of the Cannabis Regulatory Association ("CANNRA," https://www.cann-15 

ra.org/), the DOH-OMCCR has had the opportunity to learn from the experience of other states 16 

implementing medical use and transitioning to adult use – having multiple regulatory agencies 17 

has been a common, recurring challenge. As a result, more states are either starting as one 18 

regulatory agency or transitioning to one agency, especially with regard to hemp cannabinoid 19 

products. Currently, of CANNRA's 44 member states and the District of Columbia, 11 regulate 20 

hemp cannabinoid products under the same agency as cannabis120, and an additional four states 21 

have pending legislation or have authorized the cannabis agency to regulate hemp cannabinoid 22 

products.121 Hawaii is one of the 11 states where hemp cannabinoid products are regulated by the 23 

same agency as cannabis—i.e., the DOH-OMCCR. States where there is not a single regulatory 24 

agency often speak about the serious challenges associated with gaps in, and inconsistent, 25 

regulations and the resulting uncertainty for the industry and consumers. 26 
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In following this trend, it is important to emphasize that SB3335 SD1 does not propose to 1 

regulate hemp cultivation or industrial hemp products under the HCA, only hemp processing and 2 

manufacturing of hemp cannabinoid products that are intended for human consumption and use. 3 

This approach will help to ensure that all cannabinoid-containing products, whether derived from 4 

cannabis or hemp, will meet the same basic good manufacturing practices of non-infused, 5 

commercially available counterparts.  6 

Law Enforcement Role:  The DOH-OMCCR supports the continuing role of law enforcement 7 

as proposed by SB3335 SD1. Cannabis remains illegal under federal law. Notwithstanding, 8 

chapter 329, part IX, Hawaii Revised Statutes, provides a safe harbor from state criminal 9 

prosecution for medical use to those operating within the scope of Hawaii's laws. As the state's 10 

regulator for medical use cannabis, DOH-OMCCR values and relies on the support of the state 11 

Narcotics Enforcement Division and county police in addressing non-compliance. The DOH-12 

OMCCR also strongly supports increasing the state's cannabis-related nuisance abatement 13 

capacity by authorizing and supporting the Department of the Attorney General in civil 14 

enforcement of violations of law. Adult-use legalization will not eliminate the illicit market or 15 

bad actors. As experienced by other states, these will persist in parallel to the legal, regulated 16 

market. A well-funded and defined law enforcement mission to prevent illicit activities and assist 17 

the HCA will help to ensure the viability of the legal market and assure the public safety.  18 

Social Equity Program:  Increasingly, the promotion of social and economic equity in the 19 

cannabis industry and through revenue generated by the cannabis industry has become a central 20 

mission of states' programs. Acknowledging that equity can only be achieved through the 21 

elimination of barriers that prevent the full participation of some groups,122 seventeen of 22 

CANNRA's member states maintain equity programs ranging from specific license types to 23 

grants and access to capital, technical assistance, community reinvestment, and business 24 

incubator or mentorship programs for disproportionately impacted or disadvantaged 25 

communities, people with past cannabis-related convictions, farmers, women-, veteran-, and 26 

minority-owned businesses, legacy operators, etc. As such, DOH-OMCCR appreciates SB3555's 27 

intent to address inequalities by bringing economic opportunity to disadvantaged regions of 28 
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Hawaii and transition illicit operators to the legal market through a robust social equity grant and 1 

fee waiver program.  2 

Delayed Effective Date:  The DOH-OMCCR strongly supports delaying of the effective date for 3 

legalized adult use and the opening of the marketplace for a minimum of eighteen (18) months 4 

and exemption of certain procurements from requirements under chapter 103D. Adequate time 5 

will be needed to establish the HCA and the Cannabis Control Board, adopt Hawaii 6 

Administrative Rules, transfer personnel and assets from the Department of Health to the HCA, 7 

convert existing and license new businesses, and other myriad aspects of standing up a new 8 

agency. Many processes in the state system move slowly and are often constrained by limited 9 

resources within the program itself. For example, the reorganization to establish DOH-OMCCR 10 

from the Patient Registry and Dispensary Licensing programs was initiated in June 2018 and not 11 

recognized until July 2019. Documents to establish the new DOH-OMCCR administrative 12 

positions created by the reorganization were submitted in April 2019 and the first positions 13 

became available for recruitment September 2019.  Even with interim rulemaking authority, 14 

limited amendments to administrative rules take at least 4 to 6 months to complete. These 15 

limitations are not unique to Hawaii, and other states have reported timelines of 6 months to 16 

more than 2 years from the effective date of adult-use to accepting new license applications and 17 

an additional 6 to 24 months before issuing licenses. The delayed effective date and flexibility to 18 

contract for services to effect the needed changes will be critical to operationalizing an adult-use 19 

regime.  20 

Public Health Protections:  The DOH-OMCCR concurs with the compelling public health 21 

impact concerns that the Department of Health has regarding adult use legalization. The 22 

intoxicating and impairing qualities of cannabis, manufactured cannabis products, and certain 23 

hemp-cannabinoid products, has increased, and new and evolving forms and modes of 24 

consumption continuously appear. As such, the DOH-OMCCR strongly supports the extensive, 25 

well-funded public health protections embedded in SB3335 SD1 and the clear charge to the 26 

Cannabis Control Board that "the protection of public health and safety shall be the highest 27 
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priorities for the board…, and that wherever protection of public health and safety is inconsistent 1 

with other interests…, the protection of public health and safety shall be paramount." 2 

Protection of youth and young adults will be especially important as problem use in these 3 

populations will required significant, long-term investments by the state. Although the rates of 4 

consumption among youth do not appear to be increasing in states that have transitioned to adult-5 

use, increasing intensity of use, i.e., more frequent use and/or higher THC use, has been a 6 

concerning observed trend. According to the Colorado Retail Marijuana Public Health Advisory 7 

Committee, "Adolescents and young adults who use marijuana are more likely to experience 8 

psychotic symptoms as adults (such as hallucinations, paranoia, and delusional beliefs), future 9 

psychotic disorders (such as schizophrenia) and suicidal thoughts or attempting suicide. 10 

Evidence shows that adolescents who use marijuana are more likely to not graduate high school 11 

or attain a college degree, can become addicted to marijuana, and that treatment for marijuana 12 

addiction can decrease use and dependence." In addition that, "Children born to mothers who 13 

used marijuana during pregnancy are more likely to be born small for gestational age, experience 14 

attention problems and reduced cognitive function in childhood, and have decreased academic 15 

ability, including reduced IQ scores." 16 

Implementation of a robust public health and education campaign to inform the public about the 17 

new laws and the health risks, as well as preparing for increased demand for addiction and 18 

substance use treatment services needs to begin before adult-use becomes effective and 19 

continuously maintained to be assure the protection of the public health.  20 

 Offered Amendments:  Should this measure move forward, the DOH respectfully requests the 21 

following amendment to section 322-1, HRS, to clarify the department's role related to 22 

complaints about odors related to the cultivation or use of cannabis. 23 

§322-1  Removal, prevention.  The department of health and its agents shall examine 24 

into all nuisances, foul or noxious odors, gases or vapors, water in which mosquito larvae 25 

exist, sources of filth, and all causes of sickness or disease, on shore, and in any vessel, 26 

which may be known to them or brought to their attention, which in their opinion are 27 
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dangerous or injurious to health, and into any and all conditions created or existing which 1 

cause or tend to cause sickness or disease or to be dangerous or injurious to health, and 2 

shall cause the same to be abated, destroyed, removed, or prevented. 3 

     For purposes of this part, a nuisance shall include: 4 

     (1)  Toxic materials that are used in or by-products of the manufacture or conversion 5 

of methamphetamine, and clandestine drug labs that manufacture methamphetamine; and 6 

     (2)  Odors and filth resulting from a person feeding feral birds. 7 

     For purposes of this part, a nuisance shall not include: 8 

(1) A hemp or cannabis product or any foul or noxious odor, gas or vapor derived 9 

from one. 10 

 11 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 12 
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
KA ‘OIHANA O KA LOIO KUHINA 
THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE, 2024 
 
 

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
S.B. NO. 3335, S.D. 1, RELATING TO CANNABIS. 
 
BEFORE THE: 
SENATE COMMITTEES ON COMMERCE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION AND ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 
 
DATE: Friday, March 1, 2024 TIME:  9:50 a.m. 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 221 and Videoconference 

TESTIFIER(S): WRITTEN TESTIMONY ONLY.  
(For more information, contact Dave Day, 
 Special Assistant to the Attorney General, at 586-1284 
 or Andrew Goff, Deputy Attorney General, at 587-3050) 

 
 
Chairs Keohokalole and Dela Cruz and Members of the Committees: 

The Department of the Attorney General (Department) offers the following 

comments on this bill.  The Department’s full position on cannabis legislation is set forth 

in the Report Regarding the Final Draft Bill Entitled “Relating to Cannabis,” prepared by 

the Department of the Attorney General, dated January 5, 2024, which is attached 

hereto.  If the Legislature chooses to legalize adult-use cannabis, legislation should be 

balanced and moderate, with a focus on protecting public health and public safety to the 

greatest extent possible. 

The purpose of this bill is to create a comprehensive regulatory framework for all 

aspects of cannabis, including medical cannabis, adult-use cannabis, and hemp by: 

(1) establishing the Hawaii Cannabis Authority (HCA), Cannabis Control Board (CCB), 

and Cannabis Control Implementation Advisory Committee within the Department of 

Commerce and Consumer Affairs; (2) establishing laws for the cultivation, manufacture, 

sale, and personal use of adult-use cannabis; (3) amending or repealing existing laws 

relating to cannabis, including hemp; (4) establishing taxes for adult-use cannabis sales; 

(5) legalizing the possession of certain amounts of adult-use cannabis for individuals 

twenty-one years of age and over beginning January 1, 2026; and (6) transferring the 
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personnel and assets of the Department of Health and assets of the Department of 

Agriculture to the HCA, among other things. 

This bill condenses three separate special funds established in the original bill, 

the cannabis regulation special fund, cannabis nuisance abatement special fund, and 

cannabis law enforcement special fund, into one special fund: the cannabis regulation, 

nuisance abatement, and law enforcement special fund.  See page 51, line 13, through 

page 53, line 4.  We note that this special fund would be administered and expended by 

three separate agencies: the HCA, the Department of the Attorney General, and the 

Department of Law Enforcement.  See page 51, line 18, through page 52, line 8.  

Appropriation accounts are usually housed in the accounting system under one 

department.  Having multiple departments administer the special fund would call into 

question which department is responsible for oversight and maintenance of the account.  

It will also make allocating money in the special fund more difficult and require very 

careful appropriation wording to be used in the future.  For easier administration, we 

recommend keeping three separate special funds rather than establishing a single 

special fund to be administered by three agencies. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 
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VI. CONCLUDING REMARKS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

The final draft bill presented to you today is not “the Department of
the Attorney General’s cannabis bill.” It is the work product of attorneys at
the Department of the Attorney General and reflects the Department’s
judgment about how to mitigate as many of the serious risks to the public
welfare as possible if the Legislature decides to legalize adult-use cannabis.
Our work product is now in your hands—for you and your colleagues at the
Legislature to use, modify, or disregard in your judgment as legislators.

Should this bill or a version of this bill be introduced at the legislative
session, the Department of the Attorney General will participate as it
normally does and will testify in accordance with the positions set forth in
Section V, supra. But our involvement with any such bills will be deeper
than that if you wish, and we will be available to work with you on
amendments during the legislative session.

While the Department does not support the legalization of adult-use
cannabis, I am proud of what we have presented here today. This is a
reasonable, moderate bill that sought to balance a myriad of interests with
significant known and unknown risks. It is the creation of highly skilled
public servants. I would like to thank all of the personnel in the Department
who participated in this laborious, time-intensive process. I would like to
particularly thank Deputy Attorney General Andrew Goff, Deputy Attorney
General Kotoba Kanazawa, and my Special Assistant Dave Day for their
tireless efforts over the past year.

The Legislature represents the democratic will of the people of
Hawai’i. One of the Department of the Attorney General’s main priorities
under my administration has been to improve the Department’s working
relationship with the Legislature. This work demonstrates our true
dedication to this prerogative.

ANNE LOPEZ
Attorney General of Hawai’i
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permit and collect 14% of the gross proceeds of sales from cannabis, excluding medical 

cannabis, and 4% of the gross proceeds of sales of medical cannabis, excluding 

wholesale, with allocations of 50% of revenues to each of the CRSF and CSESF; 

8) specifies that the standard general excise tax shall not apply to the retail or wholesale 

sale of cannabis and medical cannabis; 9) transfers all appropriations, property, and other 

interests held by the Department of Agriculture (DOA) pertaining to the functions of HCA 

and the Department of Health’s (DOH) Office of Cannabis Control and Regulation to HCA; 

10) transfers all unexpended and unencumbered balances of the Industrial Hemp Special 

Fund, Medical Cannabis Registry and Regulation Special Fund, and Hawai‘i Hemp 

Processing Special Fund with 50% allocations to each of the CRSF and CSESF; and 

11) amends or repeals various parts of the HRS and other Acts pertaining to cannabis. 

 Furthermore, this bill appropriates the following for FY 25:  1) 23.00 full-time 

equivalent (FTE) positions, $14,000,000 in general funds for deposit and $10,000,000 in 

special fund ceiling for the CRSF for HCA; 2) $19,000,000 in general funds for deposit and 

the corresponding special fund ceiling for the CSESF for the three grant programs in HCA; 

3) $5,000,000 in general funds for establishing a State Cannabis Testing Facility within 

HCA; 4) 10.00 FTE positions and $1,190,000 in general funds for TAX; 5) 8.00 FTE 

positions and $1,500,000 in special fund ceiling for the CRSF for AG; and 6) 17.00 FTE 

positions and $2,500,000 in special fund ceiling for the CRSF for LAW.  In total, this bill 

appropriates 10.00 FTE general-funded positions; 48.00 FTE special-funded positions; 

$39,190,000 in general funds; and $33,000,000 in special fund ceiling for FY 25 and 

provides an extended lapse date of June 30, 2026, for all appropriations. 

 As a matter of general policy, B&F does not support the creation of any special fund 

which does not meet the requirements of Section 37-52.3, HRS.  Special funds should:  

1) serve a need as demonstrated by the purpose, scope of work and an explanation why 
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the program cannot be implemented successfully under the general fund appropriation 

process; 2) reflect a clear nexus between the benefits sought and charges made upon the 

users or beneficiaries or a clear link between the program and the sources of revenue; 

3) provide an appropriate means of financing for the program or activity; and 

4) demonstrate the capacity to be financially self-sustaining.  Regarding S.B. No. 3335, 

S.D. 1, it is difficult to determine whether the proposed CRSF and CSESF will be 

self-sustaining. 

 Furthermore, B&F recommends the transfer of appropriations, positions, and other 

assets from DOA and DOH to DCCA’s HCA, as required by Pages 290 to 293 of this bill 

and currently set for the bill’s defective date of December 31, 2050, be effective no earlier 

than July 1, 2025, to allow B&F sufficient time to consult with the affected agencies and 

facilitate the transfer. 

 Additionally, B&F highly recommends the details of the budget transfer be specified 

in the budget worksheets and facilitated through the budget act, rather than in separate 

legislation, to avoid any ambiguity or misunderstanding in the budget details to be 

transferred. 

 Finally, B&F notes this bill will generate estimated tax revenues of $4,400,000 for 

FY 26 and $17,000,000 for FY 27, to be allocated at 50% each to the CRSF and the 

CSESF, based on TAX’s projections.  It is noted that other “sin” taxes usually allocate a 

portion of these taxes to the general fund. 

 B&F defers to DOA, AG, DCCA, DOH, LAW, and TAX on the programmatic merits 

of this bill. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 



JOSH GREEN, M.D.
     GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAÌ I
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

KA ‘OIHANA HO‘ONA‘AUAO
P.O. BOX 2360

HONOLULU, HAWAI`I 96804

KEITH T. HAYASHI
SUPERINTENDENT

 Date: 03/01/2024
Time: 09:50 AM
Location: CR 211 & Videoconference
Committee: Senate Commerce and 
Consumer Protection
Senate Ways and Means

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Keith T. Hayashi, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: SB 3335, SD1  RELATING TO CANNABIS.

Purpose of Bill: Establishes the Hawaii Cannabis Authority and Cannabis Control 
Board within the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 
to regulate all aspects of the cannabis plant. Establishes the 
Cannabis Control Implementation Advisory Committee. Beginning 
January 1, 2026, legalizes the personal adult use of cannabis. 
Establishes taxes for adult-use cannabis and medical cannabis 
sales. Transfers the personnel and assets of the Department of 
Health and assets of the Department of Agriculture to the Hawaii 
Cannabis Authority. Declares that the general fund expenditure 
ceiling is exceeded. Makes appropriations. Takes effect 
12/31/2050. (SD1)

Department's Position:

The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) respectfully provides 
comments on SB 3335, SD1, and wishes to register its strong concerns with the 
potential impacts this bill could have.

The Department has strong concerns regarding the negative impacts on youth resulting 
from the legalization of recreational cannabis for adults 21 and over, including 
unintended costs associated with increased accessibility and acceptance of cannabis 
use. Our comments focus on key concerns based on cited research, and summarizing 
the findings regarding the multifaceted costs, both fiscal and educational to the
Department. 



Legalizing adult recreational cannabis raises fears about youth access and
acceptability. Research in the American Journal of Preventive Medicine (2020) links 
nonmedical cannabis legalization to increased cannabis and alcohol use among youth, 
potentially normalizing cannabis and lowering perceived risks, resulting in higher usage.

Higher usage leads to increased negative impact which are of utmost concern to the 
Department. According to research from the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA, 
2021), cannabis impairs brain development in adolescents and young adults under 25. 
The adolescent brain undergoes critical development until the mid 20s and cannabis 
use may harm cognition, memory, learning, and attention, all key skills for academic 
success and overall well-being. In addition, longitudinal study findings by Tarter et al. 
(2006) suggest a link between early and frequent cannabis use and lower educational 
attainment, hence jeopardizing future careers and financial prospects.

Moreover, the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (2017) 
associates cannabis use with heightened anxiety, depression, and mental health issues 
in youths, raising concerns about potential long-term effects on overall life satisfaction. 
Finally, research in the American Journal of Public Health by Williams et al. (2020) 
indicates that cannabis legalization may widen racial disparities in cannabis arrests, 
negatively impacting minority communities and perpetuating cycles of disadvantage.

Therefore, if Hawaii legalizes adult recreational cannabis use, it must also invest in 
prevention and education initiatives. In order to mitigate negative impacts on our youth, 
the Department would need additional funding for prevention programs teaching the 
harm associated with cannabis use; expanded school counseling and mental health 
support; and comprehensive training to help educators identify signs of use and its
impact on academic performance.

In conclusion, while legalization offers potential economic benefits, youth impacts and 
costs would be sizable and demand careful consideration. We must take steps to 
prevent unintended consequences of more permissive cannabis policies. Further, it is 
crucial to consider the broader societal costs associated with the harm to the youth of 
Hawaii.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.
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section B-2, persons engaged in the retail sale of cannabis, including retail sales of 
medical cannabis, must obtain a cannabis tax permit from the Department.  Under 
proposed section B-3, retail sales of cannabis will be subject to a 14 percent tax on 
gross proceeds, and retail sales of medical cannabis subject to a 4 percent tax on gross 
sales. 

 
Section 26 of the bill amends section 237-24.3, HRS, to exempt amounts 

received from the sales of cannabis and medical cannabis from the Hawaii general 

excise tax. 

 

All revenues collected under the Hawaii Cannabis Tax Law shall be distributed 

as follows: 50 percent to the Cannabis Regulation Nuisance Abatement, and Law 

Enforcement Special Fund and 50 percent to the Cannabis Social Equity, Public Health 

and Education, and Public Safety Special Fund. 

 
Sections 59 and 60 of the bill, on page 297, establish the following positions 

within the Department of Taxation: 
 
1. Two auditors; 
2. One cashier; 
3. Three investigators; 
4. Two tax information technicians; and  
5. Two tax law change specialists. 

 
The bill has a placeholder effective date of December 31, 2050 in section 79.  

However, Part III of the bill, including the Hawaii Cannabis Tax Law, has an effective 
date of January 1, 2026.   

 
The Department requests that, if the measure is passed with a functional date, it 

takes effect no earlier than January 1, 2026.  This would afford the Department 
sufficient time to make the necessary system and form changes and provide taxpayer 
education on the Hawaii Cannabis Tax Law. 

 
The Department estimates the revenue impact as follows: 

 
General Fund Impact ($ millions)* 

 FY 2025 FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029 FY 2030 

General Fund          -1.0          -2.5  -2.5 -2.5 -2.5 
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Special Fund ($ millions) 

 
 

  
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 
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Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha,  

Keiki Injury Prevention Coalition (KIPC) OPPOSES SB 3335 Relating to Cannabis.  

Thank you. 

Lisa Dau, RN 

Injury Prevention Coordinator, Representing KIPC 
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Hawaii Cannabis Industry Association 
Testimony 

IN SUPPORT 
SB3335 SD1, Relating To Cannabis 

 
 

Aloha Chairs Senator Keohokalole and Dela Cruz, 
 
 Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in SUPPORT for SB3335 SD1, Relating to 
Cannabis. 
 
 The Hawaii Cannabis Industry Association (HICIA) supports SB3335 SD1 as it would 
consolidate various entities within Hawaii’s cannabis industry including our members, the 
medical cannabis dispensary licensees, under a single regulatory umbrella. Under this 
regulatory model, greater efficiencies in government oversight can be achieved and redundancy 
can be avoided. 
 
 HICIA, however, believes there are two primary aspects of the measure that 
should be addressed: 
 

1) Blank Out Appropriations for Thoughtful Consideration and Debate on Costs  
 
Given current budget constraints arising from the need to address the tragedy of Maui 

wildfires, HICIA strongly urges the committees to reduce or blank out the appropriations 
requested under SB3335 SD1. Doing so would allow for a more thoughtful debate of the 
program's costs as the bill proceeds through the legislative process. 

 
HICIA fully supports strong enforcement, regulatory oversight, and taxation of an adult-

use cannabis industry. We believe, however, that these goals can be achieved with more 
efficient spending, lower up-front costs to the state, and Adult-Use Tax collections from 
preliminary sales. 

 
SD3335 SD1 proposes one of the most ambitious and costly legalization programs to be 

implemented in the country. This is simply unnecessary and would be ineffective at the outset of 
a nascent cannabis legalization program. We ask that the committees zero out the budget 
apportionments so that further debate and measured discussion can occur to determine a more 
prudent approach to costs. HICIA believes that effective implementation can occur at a lower 
cost of approximately $7 million in the first year.  
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Resources 
“Roadblocks and Red Tape: New York’s Cannabis Effort at a Crossroads,” New York Times, 
June 6, 2023 
 
“Adults can now legally possess and grow marijuana in Ohio — but there’s nowhere to buy it,” 
PBS News Hour, December 7, 2023 
 
“Ohio governor wants changes to looming recreational marijuana law to avoid ‘black market’,” 
NBC 4i, December 6, 2023 
  
“Calling Cannabis Rollout a ‘Disaster, ’Hochul Blames Law for Rampant Illegal Sales,” The City, 
January 31, 2024 
 
“New York Governor Blasts Marijuana Licensing ‘Disaster ’And Wishes Lawmakers Would ‘Start 
Over ’With Legalization Law,” Marijuana Moment, January 31, 2024 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 

SB3335 is one of the few measures proposed this session with the potential to generate 
new revenue for the state without imposing additional tax burdens on residents and existing 
businesses. In addition, the measure would finally establish regulatory oversight and greater 
public safety for the sale and use of cannabis. 
 
Projected Tax Revenue 
 
 Roughly $82M in new annual state tax revenue is projected to be achieved when 
Hawaii’s adult-use market matures, resulting in a significant revenue stream for the state to 
address other critical needs. 
 

More than $35M in state tax revenue (GET+Adult-Use Tax) in the first year of adult-use 
sales can be generated immediately under interim sales to cover the full cost of regulatory, 
enforcement, and programmatic needs. Fiscally, legalization will provide a net tax benefit for 
Hawaii. 
 
 HICIA greatly appreciates the committee’s consideration of the recommendations in our 
testimony. We strongly urge the committee to factor in both the budget constraints facing our 
state as well as the risks of illicit market proliferation with delayed legal sales as the bill 
continues through the legislative process. 

 
Mahalo, 
 
TY Cheng 
Chairman, Hawaii Cannabis Industry Association  
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          (B)  Solely for a marijuana-related offense, 

unless the offense involved a minor, 

including the offense under section 712-

1249.6, or a firearm, including the offense 

under section 134-7(b); or 

(C) resulting in any term of probation, 

incarceration or supervised release, was 

completed more than 10 years ago, unless 

the offense involved a minor, including the 

offense under section 712-1249.6, or a 

firearm, including the offense under 

section 134-7(b), 

          shall not disqualify a person from applying for a license; and 

     (5)  Has not had any license, permit, certificate, registration, or other government-

issued authorization related to cannabis revoked in any jurisdiction. 

     (c)  If the applicant is a business entity, the 

applying business entity shall establish at a minimum 

that: 

     (1)  Every officer, director, manager, and general partner of the applying business 

entity or any person who has the power to direct the management, policies, and 

practices of the applying business entity: 

          (A)  Is at least twenty-one years of age; 

          (B)  Is a natural person who has been a legal 

resident of the State for no less than five 

years preceding the date of application; 
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          (C)  Has not been convicted of a felony; 

provided that a conviction: 

               (i)  That is pardoned or expunged; or 

              (ii)  Solely for a marijuana-related 

offense, unless the offense involved a 

minor, including the offense under 

section 712-1249.6, or a firearm, 

including the offense under section 

134-7(b); or 

(iii) resulting in any term of probation, 

incarceration or supervised release, 

was completed more than 10 years ago, 

unless the offense involved a minor, 

including the offense under section 

712-1249.6, or a firearm, including the 

offense under section 134-7(b), 

 

               shall not disqualify a person from 

applying for a license; and 

          (D)  Has not had any license, permit, 

certificate, registration, or other 

government-issued authorization related to 

cannabis revoked in any jurisdiction; and 

     (2)  The applying business entity: 
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          (A)  Is controlled by a majority of the shares, 

membership interests, partnership interests, 

or other equity ownership interests that is 

held or owned by natural persons who are 

legal residents of the State or by business 

entities whose owners are all natural 

persons who are legal residents of the 

State; 

          (B)  Has been organized under the laws of the 

State; 

          (C)  Has a Hawaii tax identification number and 

is compliant with the tax laws of the State; 

          (D)  Has a department of commerce and consumer 

affairs business registration number and 

suffix; and 

          (E)  Has a federal employer identification 

number. 

     (d)  An applicant shall disclose in or include with 

its application the names and addresses of the applicant 

and all persons having a direct or indirect financial 

interest in the applied-for license and the nature and 

extent of the financial interest held by each person and 

the nature and extent of any financial interest the 
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person has in any other license applied for or issued 

under this chapter. 

     (e)  An applicant shall complete all application 

forms prescribed by the authority fully and truthfully 

and comply with all information requests by the authority 

relating to the license application. 

     (f)  A license shall be denied or revoked if an 

applicant knowingly or recklessly makes any false 

statement of material fact to the authority in applying 

for a license under this chapter. 

     (g)  The board may adopt rules to require additional 

criteria for licensure for the purposes of protecting the 

public health and safety, promoting sustainability and 

agriculture, and encouraging the full participation in 

the regulated cannabis industry from disproportionately 

impacted areas. 

  



    Cultivation Sector Consulting, LLC 

   150 Mahiai Place 

   Makawao, HI 96768 

 §A-79  Licensed business operations.  (a)  The board 

shall adopt rules to establish requirements for the 

operation of a licensed business. 

     (b)  In addition to requirements established by any 

other provision of this chapter and rules adopted 

thereunder, a licensed business shall secure: 

     (1)  Every entrance to the restricted areas of licensed premises so that access to 

restricted areas is restricted to employees and others permitted by law to access the 

restricted area; and 

     (2)  Its inventory and equipment during and after operating hours to deter and 

prevent theft of cannabis. 

     (c)  No licensed business shall cultivate, process, 

test, or store cannabis at any location other than within 

an area that is enclosed and secured in a manner that 

prevents access by persons not authorized to access the 

restricted area.  A greenhouse or outdoor cannabis 

cultivation area shall have sufficient security measures 

to demonstrate that outdoor areas are not readily 

accessible by unauthorized individuals, including 

perimeter security fencing designed to prevent 

unauthorized entry. 

     (d)  No licensed business shall refuse employees or 

agents of the authority the right at any time of 

operation to inspect the entire licensed premises or to 
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audit the books, papers, and records of the licensed 

business. 

     (e)  No licensed business shall allow any person 

under twenty-one years of age to work for the licensed 

business. 

     (f)  No licensed business shall allow any person 

that has been convicted of a felony to work for the 

licensed business; provided that a conviction: 

     (1)  That is pardoned or expunged; or 

     (2)  Solely for a marijuana-related offense, unless the offense involved a minor, 

including the offense under section 712-1249.6, or a firearm, including the offense 

under section 134-7(b); or 

(3) resulting in any term of probation, incarceration or supervised release, was 

completed more than 10 years ago, unless the offense involved a minor, including the 

offense under section 712-1249.6, or a firearm, including the offense under section 

134-7(b), 

shall not disqualify a person from working for the 

licensed business. 

     (g)  A licensed business shall: 

     (1)  Register each employee with the authority; and 

     (2)  Notify the authority within one working day if an employee ceases to be 

associated with the licensed business. 

     (h)  A person under twenty-one years of age shall 

not enter a licensed business; provided that a medical 
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cannabis patient who is eighteen years of age or older 

may enter a medical cannabis dispensary, retail cannabis 

store, or medical cannabis cooperative of which the 

patient is a member. 

     (i)  A licensed business shall ensure that 

unauthorized persons under twenty-one years of age do not 

enter the licensed premises; provided that the board may 

adopt rules to allow a medical cannabis dispensary or 

retail cannabis store to use a controlled, indoor entry 

area in the medical cannabis dispensary or retail 

cannabis store to verify the identification and age of 

persons before allowing access beyond the entry area. 

     (j)  No licensed business shall cultivate, process, 

distribute, dispense, or otherwise transact business with 

any products containing cannabis other than those that 

were cultivated, processed, distributed, and taxed in 

accordance with this chapter and chapter B. 

 
We urge your support of SB3335, Proposed SD1 with a 10-year lookback amendment provision for 
persons convicted of a felony. Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/S/ 
 
Jennifer Martin 
Cultivation Sector Consulting, LLC  
150 Mahiai Pl. 
Makawao, HI 96768 
Jennifer@CultivationSector.com 
877-757-7437 
  
 

mailto:Jennifer@CultivationSector.com
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Member Organizations 

 

Marijuana Policy Project • ACLU of Hawai!i • Drug Policy Forum of Hawai!i • Council for 

Native Hawaiian Advancement • Last Prisoner Project • Doctors for Drug Policy Reform • 

Hawai!i Innocence Project • Chamber of Sustainable Commerce • Cannabis Education 

Hawai!i  
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HAWAII APPLESEED
CENTER FOR LAW & ECONOMIC JUSTICE



Statement from Frank Stiefel
Senior Policy Associate
Last Prisoner Project

RE: Senate Bill 3335, SD1, Does Not Prioritize Retroactive Relief for Those Criminalized
for Cannabis

February 28, 2024

Dear Members of the Committees on Ways and Means and Commerce and Consumer
Protection,

When a state legalizes adult-use cannabis, it is acknowledging that public interest has turned
against the continued criminalization of cannabis. However, simply repealing the prohibition of
cannabis is insufficient: millions of individuals across the U.S. still bear the lifelong burden of
having a cannabis record, and tens of thousands are actively serving sentences for
cannabis-related convictions. Thankfully, the inclusion of criminal justice policies has become
commonplace for states that have sought to legalize adult-use cannabis. Since 2018, 13 of the
14 states that have legalized cannabis have included record clearance policies, and since 2021,
they have all been state-initiated. While resentencing policies have been slower to take hold,
they are also growing in importance and have been included in more than half of the legalization
bills since 2020.

The Last Prisoner Project (LPP) has worked diligently over the past two years to present
evidence-based policies that will ensure that retroactive relief is provided for those who have
been criminalized during the War on Drugs. In 2022, LPP presented recommendations to
Hawaii’s Dual Use of Cannabis Task Force for the creation of state-initiated record clearance
and resentencing processes for those who continue to suffer from criminal convictions and
sentences as a result of prohibition. LPP’s recommendations were endorsed by the Task Force
and were codified in SB 375, SB 669 and HB 237 during the 2023 legislative session.
Additionally, LPP was named in Concurrent Resolution No. 51/House Resolution No. 53, which
urged Governor Green to initiate a clemency program for individuals who are still under
supervision for a cannabis conviction.

As technical assistance providers, we have read, advised, and informed expungement and
sentence modification statutes across the country. We understand that proposing any
state-initiated process represents no small undertaking and requires a reasonable amount of

https://irp.cdn-website.com/08efa45c/files/uploaded/Hawaii%20Report.pdf
https://irp.cdn-website.com/08efa45c/files/uploaded/Hawaii%20Report.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/archives/measure_indiv_Archives.aspx?billtype=HCR&billnumber=51&year=2023


time to develop the necessary technological infrastructure and business processes in order to
ensure a system is implemented with fidelity. However, any bill that seeks to legalize adult-use
cannabis must be focused on providing retroactive relief for the thousands of individuals who
have been intimidated, arrested, and even thrown into prison for cannabis. The push to legalize
adult-use cannabis represents an opportunity to right the wrongs that have been committed
during the War on Drugs, particularly against people of color, including Native Hawaiians and
Pacific Islanders.

If SB 3335, SD1 can contemplate the creation of 17 new law enforcement positions, and an
entirely new market and regulatory structure, then surely Hawai’i can also dedicate the
necessary resources to addressing and repairing the harm caused by decades of cannabis
prohibition. We would ask that committee members insert language from SB 669, SD 2 that was
passed by the Senate last year and outlined the creation of a state-initiated record clearance
process for individuals with cannabis records.

We thank you for your consideration of this urgent matter.

About Last Prisoner Project
The Last Prisoner Project, 501(c)(3), is a national nonpartisan, nonprofit organization focused
on the intersection of cannabis and criminal justice reform. Through policy campaigns, direct
intervention, and advocacy, LPP’s team of policy experts works to redress the past and
continuing harms of unjust cannabis laws. We are committed to offering our technical expertise
to ensure a successful and justice-informed pathway to cannabis legalization in Hawai'i.





https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7215a1.htm
https://youtu.be/sbaejsyBp6I
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=3278&year=2024
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/archives/measure_indiv_Archives.aspx?billtype=HCR&billnumber=132&year=2021
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-2015-title21-section822&num=0&edition=2015


mailto:sam@drugfreehawaii.org
http://www.learnaboutsam.org/
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taken decades of constant tuning of liquor laws to balance minimizing the harms of alcohol 
while allowing people to choose to drink.  

This bill is far from perfect, but it is a good start to remove the harms caused by cannabis 
prohibition and to start a new local industry. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Jeffrey Hong 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roger Christie Testifying for THC 
Ministry Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha.  "Legalize it!"   Bob Marley would approve of the concept, but object to the freedom-
denying, cumbersome, costly details of SB3335.  I agree.  Let's make it simple and enhance 
individual rights with Cannabis; it's long overdue and right on time.  

I object to prohibition and I support individual rights, the personal, constitutional right to privacy 
and freedom enhancing proposals.  You should, too.  It's your oath of office and your promise to 
your constituents. 

Although there is much to admire about our new, Hawaii County Police Chief Ben, I object to 
his letter of opposition on this bill.  By omission he falsified the provable record and twisted 
facts to suit his authoritarian position.  Similar to the lies that started World War II, the war in 
Vietnam, the war in Iraq and the war on terror, the war on "marijuana" began and has been 
maintained with ignorance, malace and lies.  Chief Ben knows better because I literally hand 
delivered this evidence to him.    

Judge and former U.S. Attorney Ed Kubo is quoted as saying, "We're not proud of it.  But crystal 
methamphetamine is our gift to the nation.  It started here."   

How did the epidemic of meth, "ice", crime and violence start here and continue to this 
day?  The "marijuana eradication program", or Green Harvest and Counter Cannabis was and 
remains is the proven cause.  Chief Ben omitted that important fact.  He also omittted the fact 
that the voters of Hawaii County approved the Lowest Law Enforcement Priority of Cannabis 
Ordinance, or "Peaceful Sky" ballot initiative by a majority in 2008.  It denies any funding to 
police and prosecutors for investigating, arresting and/or prosecuting the cultivation and 
possession of 24 Cannabis plants or less in private, at home by adults.  Growing 24 Cannabis 
plants or less is a long time misdemeanor and my recommendation for the allowable amount in 
this bill.   

Chief Ben omitted the fact that all humans have a God-given endocannabinoid system that 
requires some cannabinoids for homeostasis.  All Mother's milk naturally contains cannabinoids 
for newborn nutrition.  There is no criminal intent in wanting Cannabis; it's a biological 
desire.  To criminalize it is evil and counterproductive. 



Prohibition causes crime and violence and inflated police budgets.  Ask your grandparents about 
alcohol prohibition.  It's a form of population replacement that penalizes mostly low 
budget locals and fills jails and prisons (in Hawai'i and Arizona!) with well meaning citizens. 

In 120 days or less the good people of Hawai'i could have a world famous, multi-million dollar 
Cannabis harvest for health, wealth, happiness, holiness and sustainability by ending prohibition 
and respecting the natural, medical and religious right to Cannabis.   

Roger Christie for The Hawai'i Cannabis THC Ministry 

Hilo 

 



Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Senator Sharon Y. Moriwaki, Vice Chair

Committee on Ways & Means 


Sen. Jarrett Keohokalole, Chair 

Sen. Carol Fukunaga, Vice-Chair

Comm. on Commerce & Consumer Protection 


Friday, March 1, 2024 

9:50 AM, Room 211 or via Videoconference 


RE: SB3335 SD1  Responsible Adult Use Cannabis -  Support ONLY w/Amendments 


Dear Chairs Dela Cruz & Keohokalole, Vice Chairs Moriwaki & Fukunaga and 
Members of both Committees, 


The Chamber of Sustainable Commerce represents over 100 small businesses 
across the State that strive for a triple bottom line: people, planet and prosperity; 
we know Hawaii can strengthen its economy without hurting workers, consumers, 
communities or the environment. This is why we would support SB3335 only with 
the following amendments: 


¥ All the proposed changes contained within the testimony submitted by the 
Hawaii Alliance for Cannabis Reform that will ensure a regulatory system with 
robust social equity and expungement provisions. 


¥ Ensure cannabis cultivation subsidizes the high costs of growing food in Hawaii 
by issuing commercial growing permits for non-medical cannabis first to farmers 
who are already growing produce for local consumption: for example, if an acre 
of non-medical cannabis results in $1M pro fit a year, the farmer can use those 
pro fits to underwrite the costs of labor, land and water to grow produce on 9 
acres of land for in-state consumption. As more grow permits are issued 
maintain the requisite ratio of cannabis to produce for local consumption. 


¥ Allow local produce farmers, with permits to grow non-medical cannabis, to 
build and cite small, non-permanent dwellings for farmers close to their crops, 
including on state ag land; these non-permanent dwellings should have 
hygienically maintained toilets and potable water in appropriate proximity. 


¥ Allow non-commercial Òcare growersÓ, individuals and cooperatives, to continue 
growing cannabis for patients who do not have the ability to grow their own 
medicine and allow them to be reimbursed for related expenditures. 


We agree with the statements made by Governor Green on Hawaii News Now on 
February 6, 2024: 


ÒI donÕt think the sky would fall, honestly, if marijuana were legalized. . . . I 
also have some thoughts that marijuana might blunt the effect, if you will, 
of people on these heavy drugs, these horrible drugs. . . . People are far 
less violent. They are much hungrier, but theyÑaside from the snacking and 
stealing CheetosÑwill probably do less harm.Ó

Hawaii 

Legislative 


Council 

Members

Kim Coco Iwamoto 

Enlightened Energy 


Honolulu

Russell Ruderman

Island Naturals


Hilo/Kona

Tina Wildberger 

Kihei Ice


Kihei

www.ChamberOfSusta inab leCommerce.org

Chamber of 

Sustainable 

Commerce 


P.O. Box 22394

Honolulu, HI 


96823

Robert H. Pahia

Hawaii Taro Farm


Wailuku

L. Malu Shizue Miki

Abundant Life 

Natural Foods 


Hilo

Maile Meyer 

Na Mea Hawaii


Honolulu

Dr. Andrew Johnson 

Niko Niko Family 


Dentistry 

Honolulu

Joell Edwards 

Wainiha Country 


Market 

Hanalei
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https://www.legalizehawaii.org/
https://www.nmdfa.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/FY25-Executive-Budget-Recommendation.pdf
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2023/04/03/new-mexico-cannabis-industry-marks-one-year-more-than-300-million-in-adult-use-sales/
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2023/04/03/new-mexico-cannabis-industry-marks-one-year-more-than-300-million-in-adult-use-sales/
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https://www.kmbc.com/article/missouri-marijuana-convictions-expunged-year-after-constitutional-amendment/45784707
https://www.kmbc.com/article/missouri-marijuana-convictions-expunged-year-after-constitutional-amendment/45784707
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol05_Ch0261-0319/HRS0281/HRS_0281-0011.htm




https://www.civilbeat.org/2023/12/end-cannabis-prohibition-to-benefit-hawaiis-underserved-communities/
https://www.craftcannabiscoalition.org/
https://www.craftcannabiscoalition.org/
https://www.oha.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/factsheets_final_web_0.pdf
https://www.oha.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/factsheets_final_web_0.pdf
https://ag.hawaii.gov/cpja/rs/cih/
https://niccc.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/resources
https://niccc.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/resources
https://niccc.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/resources


https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/08/08/04/defining-and-implementing-a-public-health-response-to-drug-use-and-misuse
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/08/08/04/defining-and-implementing-a-public-health-response-to-drug-use-and-misuse
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2023/04/03/new-mexico-cannabis-industry-marks-one-year-more-than-300-million-in-adult-use-sales/




TO: CPN Chair Keohokalole, Vice-Chair Fukunaga, Committee 
Members McKelvey, Richards and Awa WAM Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-
Chair Moriwaki, Committee Members Henry J.C. Aquino, DeCoite, Troy 
N. Hashimoto, Inouye, Kanuha, Kidani,  Mercado Kim, Lee, Wakai , 
Shimabukuro, Fevella!
FROM: Robert Bence, Certified Organic, Diversified, Generational 
Hemp Farmer and Cannabis Advocate, HawaiÕi Sustainable Farms, 
Kula, Maui, HI  96790!
RE: Strong Opposition  to SB 3335

DATE: 2/29/24 

Aloha Senators, 

After being diagnosed with a previously undiscovered random birth 
defect, that caused a stroke followed by brain surgery that led to 
learning to walk and talk again, developed conditions that I treat with 
certified organic hemp previously known only as cannabis.  A legal 
definition that means a lot and should not be commingled with adult use 
cannabis which this bill is also bad at regulating. I support cannabis as 
much or more than anyone; however, this bill is so terrible as a lover of 
cannabis, the plant that saved my life and could save Maui, I canÕt 
support SB3335. The fact I find myself opposing the bill, along with 
prohibitionist, is a sign this is a bad bill that will only cause more harm to 
cannabis while destroying the hemp industry.

SB3335 is a death blow to hemp, after last year we finally got rules that 
would make hemp farming somewhat more feasible and this year youÕre 
already proposing throwing that hard work out for a regulatory 
bureaucracy that has been hostile to hemp, failed at cannabis 
regulation and communication. The legal de finition of hemp already 
bans what the HDOH/AG claims are loopholes. The advice of 
CANNRA that THCA was legal is incorrect and they shouldn't be 
leading the HDOH/AG/Leg if that is the case (SEE Works Cited 
below testimony 1&2).  

The local hemp industry has apparently only one bad actor that the 
HDOH already identified and currently has the power to go after for 
selling THCA which is illegal.  The synthetic cannabinoids are also 
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illegal and not practical in HawaiÕi. No local hemp farmers growing the 
quantities that would make that practical. Anyone could just get thc 
mailed like the majority of illegal cannabis for that matter, also mailed 
directly to their house with no problem. Comes from states where it is 
more economical. The imported price for illegal cannabis imports is less 
than the export price of legal HawaiÕi hemp so it makes no sense to do.  

The HDOH/Law enforcement already have the power to enforce the 
illegal imports on smoke shop shelves etc but they donÕt. Mail and 
smuggling, like alcohol prohibition, shows that as long as demand 
is here and no local supply, or as proposed an over regulated local 
supply, only local farmers will suffer, be they hemp or cannabis. 
Only locals would be negatively impacted.   HawaiÕi hemp farmers go 
above and beyond not only following the law but working to protect 
outdoor medical cannabis from hemp pollen. 

Hemp is a keystone to our farmÕs agroforestry conservation plan as part 
of alley cropping and multistory planting practices with ultra high density 
planting of several different trees including grafted avocados, mango 
and endemic forests in this area before human contact. Rotational 
grazing and cover crop rotations of sunnhemp rolled and crimped 
followed by hemp makes it a great companion plant for the no-till crop 
and livestock rotations that can be done from tractor allowing more 
production, despite my severe disability. We can grow local houses.

The benefits of hemp as a food and a myriad of other uses from soil 
remediation to advanced nano particles of hemp graphene 
superconductors from animal bedding to housing from fresh juice to 
solvent-less extracts to seed breeding and microgreens... the market 
potential and environmental benefit list would go on for countless 
pages. Hempcrete is especially important after the fires here and 
including hemp with adult use cannabis would negatively impact 
our ability to maintain vital financial services and certi fications 
that do not like states commingling legal and illegal cannabis . 
Hawaii hemp farmers shouldn't be left behind after finally being allowed 
to grow. SB3335, is proposing to regulate local farmers out of business 
it is not acceptable.



Hemp farmers were left out of shaping this bill and we should have 
been consulted because we are the only federally legal cannabis 
farmers and some of the very few actually reading this 198 page 2.54 
pound proposed bill. Providing free advice that is more accurate than 
CANNRA.

Simple solution: Let everyone over 21 grow 10 plants per person 
and sell to other adults with GE tax, let people start cannabis 
businesses that are small enough to discourage multi-state-
operators. Treat consumption like the far more dangerous tobacco 
and tax sales like the far more dangerous alcohol.  Every state has 
failed this simple way to keep it local, it always leads to big 
corporations like TrueLeaf having the only social equity license in 
Alabama (4).  

Give established medical patients the same head start proposing 
for the 8 dispensary licenses.  Increase the medical card limit to 99 
plants of any size as allowed by current county Ag zoning rules.  
Allow patients to sell at farmers markets.  Separate federally legal 
cannabis which currently is not only hemp but also federally legal 
cannabis for federal research allowed to be grown and sold 
Mahalo to Senator Schatz work on and President Biden signing the 
Medicinal Marijuana and Cannabinol Research Expansion Act (3). 
The state should allocate funds to UH CTAHR and UH JABSOM to 
develop a research project that includes disabled patients growing 
there own medicine with testing and distribution of federal legal 
research cannabis to other patients or researchers.  This could 
regain HawaiÕiÕs long lost leadership role in medical cannabis.

After the fires walking distance to my farm and taking Lele, we need the 
economic benefit of adult use cannabis, medical cannabis and hemp in 
a way explained in my testimony not as proposed by the AG, HDOH 
and CANNRA in SB3335.  

Mahalo 

Robert Bence!
Certified Organic Hemp Farmer
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Works Cited

1.  In June 2023, the DEA acknowledged THCA when expanding the USDA-required post-
decarboxylation testing requirement, writing, ÒCongress has directed that, when determining 
whether a substance constitutes hemp, delta-9 THC concentration is to be tested Ôusing post-
decarboxylation or other similarly reliable methods.Õ 7 USC ¤ 1639p(a)(2)(A)(ii); 7 USC ¤ 
1639q(a)(2)(B).Ó Both of these cited code sections apply to the ÒproductionÓ Ð that is, the 
growing Ð of hemp, not hemp that has already been harvested or products containing hemp 
derivatives. Thus, by the plain language of the relevant federal statute, the post-decarboxylation 
test does not apply to post-production hemp. In other words, hemp being grown must have a total 
THC (THCA + THC) concentration of 0.3% or less[2] in order to be harvested.

It also seems clear that Congress intended these legal distinctions to control the legal hemp 
versus marijuana markets in the United States. Indeed, not only Congress but also the DEA[3] 
and federal courts interpreting relevant federal laws have all determined: Ò[i]mportantly, the only 
statutory metric for distinguishing controlled marijuana from legal hemp is the delta-9 THC 
concentration level. In addition, the definition extends beyond just the plant to all derivatives, 
extracts, [and] cannabinoids.Ó!7 U.S.C. ¤ 1639o!(1). The use of ÒallÓ indicates!a sweeping 
statutory reach.!See!Lambright v. Ryan,!698 F.3d 808, 817!(9th Cir. 2012).Ó AK Futures LLC v. 
Boyd St. Distro, 35 F.4th 682, 690-91 (9th Cir. 2022).[4]

https://www.mcglinchey.com/insights/is-thca-legal-the-state-line-is-the-bottom-line/

2.  THCA article by Emory Garcia at Oregon CBD:  The 2018 Farm Bill, and the DEA, explicitly 
state in order for cannabis products to be considered hemp they must contain less than 0.3% 
Delta 9 post-decarboxylation (i.e. once its heated). This is!described as "Total THC" and despite 
what a pile of money hungry lawyers say - this is how the law is interpreted by the US 
government. Coincidentally total THC is!what is posted on every product sold at dispensaries in 
legal states!!

The statement below!comes directly from the USDA website regarding what is considered hemp 
-

Total THC is calculated by multiplying THCa content * 0.877 and then adding the Delta 9 
percentage. It sounds confusing, but the labs do the math. 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For example, the test results below are from flower being sold as "hemp" online.

According to the DEA and the USDA this flower has 18.56% total Delta 9 THC - not the scant 
0.243% accepted by the public. Law!enforcement would certainly agree this is not legal flower.

https://gtrseeds.com/blogs/news/is-thca-legal-hemp

3. H.R. 8454, the ÒMedical Marijuana and Cannabidiol Research Expansion Act,Ó which 
establishes a new registration process for conducting research on marijuana and for 
manufacturing marijuana products for research purposes and drug development;

!
Thank you to Representatives Blumenauer, Harris, Griffith, Joyce, Mace, and Perlmutter, 
Delegate Norton, and Senators Feinstein, Grassley, Schatz, Durbin, Klobuchar, Tillis, Kaine, 
Ernst, Tester, and Murkowski for their leadership.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/legislation/2022/12/02/bills-signed-h-j-res-100-h-
r-8454-s-3826-and-s-3884/

4. ÒTrulieve Awarded AlabamaÕs Only ÒMinority-OwnedÓ Medical Cannabis LicenseÓ
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SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2024 7:54:42 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bobby R Duffer Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

NO TO RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2024 8:09:53 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jodi Liu Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Legislators, 

Please vote NO TO LEGALIZED MARIJUANA!! The stats coming out of several states for 
years now, including California, Nevada, Washington, Oregon, and Colorado have consistently 
shown that car accidents and especially fatal car accidents have multiplied since marijuana was 
legalized in those states. It is not a coincidence. Those big increases show up in Canada as 
well. Also, marijuana continues to be a gateway drug into stronger drugs. Not many addicted 
to meth or cocaine started off doing meth or cocaine, almost all those individuals started off 
using marijuana. It's just common sense that most of the "legal" marijuana market will be 
controlled by organized crime. Needless to say how that will go! 

Yes, legalizing marijuana will increase the tax revenue for our state, but one of the most 
irresponsible things our government leadership can do is to legalize the non-pharmaceutical 
sales here in our beautiful islands. It will destroy lives, families, communities and our 
state's future. Thank you for doing the pono thing for our people and for our state. 

Aloha, 

Jodi Liu  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2024 8:36:09 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cynthia Dorflinger Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

NO TO RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA! 

 











SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2024 11:35:30 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cindy Goldstein Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support the legalization of the adult use of cannabis and support the creation and funding of 
the infrastructure needed to establish what is needed for implimenting policies for legalization by 
the State of Hawaii.  The WAM and CPN committees are urged to pass this bill. 

 







SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/27/2024 9:49:27 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Victor K. Ramos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly oppose.  If the purpose to legalize recreational use of marijuana is to make money and 
addicting the masses, you will obtain far less of the former and you will overwhelmingly succeed 
with the latter.  Every neighborhood, will have homes that reek of this particulate. Every beach 
park and every state & county park will have the sickening smoke of marijuana. No thanks!   

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/27/2024 12:54:04 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Teri Heede Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

With all the looming budget cuts, one would think that #legalization would be considered a 
common sense solution. 

Adults across America are demanding the right to make their own decisions. 

We don't need to be a "nanny state" while every other state reaps the financial benefits of 
cannabis legalization. 

STOP listening to the hysterics and start reading the FACTS versus propaganda about usage and 
the effects of adult use. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Teri Heede 

 



 
Hawaii State Senate 
Committee on Ways and Means 
Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
Hearing 
March 1, 2024 
9:50 AM 
Conference Room 211 
 
Testimony of Jennifer Flanagan 
SB3335, Relating to Cannabis - Proposed SD1 
 
Chair Dela Cruz and Chair Keohokalole, 
 
 My name is Jen Flanagan. I’m testifying in support of the proposed SD1, SB3335.  
 
 I am a former founding member and was the public health appointee of the 
Massachusetts Cannabis Control Commission. Prior to that, I served as a State Senator and a 
State Representative for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
 
 Recently, I had the opportunity to meet a number of Hawaii legislators and staff from the 
State’s Attorney General’s office. Massachusetts served, in part, as a model for the legislation 
before the committees today, SB3335. 
 
 Let me start by making clear that I was highly skeptical when Massachusetts enacted its 
adult cannabis use legislation. I shared many of the same fears expressed recently by 
Honolulu’s prosecutor and law enforcement officials, especially given my background in public 
health. However, through my involvement in our cannabis commission and as I observed our 
legal cannabis market unfold, I am now a firm believer in legalizing, regulating, and taxing this 
industry. 
 
 Massachusetts was mindful in establishing its program to avoid delays and cumbersome 
policies given the risk of illegal criminal cannabis proliferation. Allowing legal sales quickly was, 
therefore, vital to ensuring the success of our adult-use cannabis program. To that end, we 
launched our commission with an initial appropriation of approximately $7.5 million and an 
additional annual operating budget of $5 million. We were able to issue licenses within 12 
months starting from scratch with this approach and limited funding. 
 
 SB3335 proposes an ambitious regulatory model with funding for significant state 
resources, programs and grants of over $30 million in appropriations. While laudable, I worry 
the time and cost of establishing these numerous initiatives, coupled with the long delay of 18 



months for the issuing of licenses, will result in unintended consequences similar to New York, 
Ohio, and other jurisdictions where regulatory delays allow illegal criminal cannabis operations 
to fill the void when consumers can’t access legal cannabis. 
 The proposed Senate Draft (SD1) would help to mitigate this by utilizing the staff, 
resources and expertise of the medical cannabis office. However, I would encourage legislators 
to consider reducing the self-imposed requirements on the State to establish the program. 
 
 I fully support SB3335 and Hawaii’s vision for legalizing adult cannabis use. At the same 
time, I would urge the legislature to heed the cautionary tales from other jurisdictions that have 
created difficult to implement policies and programs that have led to delays and allowed illegal 
cannabis operations to take root. 
 
 Massachusetts has demonstrated that encouraging legal sales early is the most effective 
way to deter illegal activities. In addition, that a nimble state regulatory program with efficient 
funding at the start is a prudent approach that can allow Hawaii to grow its regulatory programs 
once legal sales tax revenue is generated. 
 
 You might ask just how effective was Massachusetts’ adult-use regulations? In 2022, 
Massachusetts generated $157 million in cannabis excise tax alone, not including state sales 
tax, county taxes, and income taxes. In 2021, we collected roughly $112.4 million. In 2020, the 
cannabis excise tax yielded $51.7 million. This revenue is now an important part of our state’s 
budget and is utilized to fund the cannabis regulatory agency, social justice efforts, law 
enforcement, and numerous other programs. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify. I hope that Hawaii can learn from our efforts in 
Massachusetts. I welcome any questions or comments from Senators.  



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/27/2024 5:48:24 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Albert E Beeman Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Sen  Dela Cruz and Sen Keohokalole and  Members of CPN/WAM 

  

Please vote to approve SB3335 legalizing recreational marijuana. 

It's time to end this long-time hypocrisy in Hawaii and legalize recreational marijuana!!  

24 US states have already legalized recreational marijuana plus  Washington DC and Guam: 

Alaska Arizona California Colorado Connecticut Delaware Illinois Maine Maryland 
Massachusetts Michigan Montana Nevada New Jersey New York Oregon Rhode Island South 
Dakota Vermont Virginia Washington 

183.6 million people currently live in states where it is legal to possess recreational marijuana. 

Me ka mahalo (Respectfully), 

  

Al Beeman 

Hilo 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/27/2024 8:52:24 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joy Chinen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Senators. 

You have heard many testimonies against recreational marijuana, from our law enforcement 
officers, teachers, fathers and mothers.  I am a grandmother. I don't want this law in our 
Hawaii.  The other States who have this law are NOT thriving, have students who are not doing 
well in school and families are in breakdown.  Our society in Hawaii is fragile. Please don't do 
this. 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/27/2024 9:12:30 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Mary Katherine 

Trevithick Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Possibly the last thing Hawaii needs is to legalize marijuana. Children will undoubtadly have 
access to it, and the negative effects of pot on people under the age of 25, when the brain is fully 
mature, are well-documented. And people will drive under the influence causing more havoc on 
our roads. PLEASE do not legalize marijauna. It is a Pandora's box that needs to stay shut and 
locked.  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/27/2024 10:12:17 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Garner Shimizu Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

I am 65yrs old and have a high school buddy who has smoked weed all of his life. He is 
unmotivated, in depression, not in good health, living with his parents, unemployed, and 
generally an unproductive adult. He is a large representation of the affects of smoking 
marijuana.  

You have testimony from experts, the Mayor, Prosecuting Attorney, all County Police Forces; 
real life degrading consequences of other locations that legalized marijuana that all point to the 
very grave ramifications of passing this bill. 

I believe this bill if passed will become a marker in Hawaii's history of the beginning of our 
collapse, and this legislature will be associated in history for being responsible promoters. 

I humbly ask that you please kill this bill to protect our keiki and the future of our 'aina and aloha 
spirit. 

Thank you.  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/27/2024 10:14:00 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Daniel Chinen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

strongly oppose this bill. for the sake of the impact upon our future generations and economy, 
please consider opposing this bill. thank you. 

 



TO: Members of the Committees on Ways and Means 
 and Commerce and Consumer Protection 
 
FROM: Natalie Iwasa, CPA, CFE 
 808-395-3233 
 
HEARING: 9:50 a.m. Friday, March 1, 2024 
 
SUBJECT: SB3335, SD1, Cannabis - OPPOSED 
 
 
Aloha Chairs Dela Cruz and Keohokalole and Committee Members, 
 
Thank you for allowing the opportunity to provide testimony SB3335, 
SD1, which would establish a separate board under the Department of 
Commerce and Consumer Affairs to regulate cannabis and legalize 
personal use of cannabis, among other things. 
 
Cannabis, aka marijuana, remains a Schedule I substance under the 
federal Controlled Substances Act.  Law enforcement is required to 
uphold that law.   
 
If this bill is passed, it would be in direct conflict with federal law, as our 
current medical marijuana law already is.  We should not be putting our 
law enforcement officers and agents in a position of either upholding the 
law or ignoring it.  That is simply not good policy. 
 
Please vote “no” on SB3335, SD1. 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 1:29:25 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Catherine Collado Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in strong OPPOSITION to this bill regarding legalizing recreational marijuana.  We all 
know that legalizing the use of marijuana will cause increased use of marijuana among our 
children.  Do you really think that recreational use of marijuana will confine itself to law-abiding 
citizens?  Use of marijuana will likely cause children, and adults for that matter, to venture into 
other street drugs.  Should you pass this bill, there will be repercussions such as increased 
use/sale of street drugs, increased vandalizing, increased crime against people and against 
property and against businesses, increased use of illegal firearms, increased human trafficking, 
decreased school attendance, increased psychological problems, decreased tourism, increased use 
of State funds, etc.  If the intent of this bill is to tax marijuana users/growers, and contribute to 
the State's financial income, you are gravely wrong.  It will cause greater use of State funds to 
respond to the additional problems this bill will cause the State.  In addition, what kind of people 
do you think you'll attract to Hawaii by passing this type of bill?  By passing this bill you greatly 
compromise the safety of our children, our elderly, and our tourist, and the people of 
Hawaii.  Please do your due diligence to the people of Hawaii and OPPOSE this bill!  Listen to 
what the majority of those testifying are saying about this bill and heed the call of those of your 
constituents and to those who you work for.    

 





SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 9:26:34 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Kane Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a retired attorney and resident of Lahaina I ask that bill not pass.  We must look at the 
tragedies that are occurring in other states on the mainland through the legalization of marijuan 
and learn from it.  Unfortunately what was hoped to assist their economy and residents it opened 
those states up to organized criminals with great power causing land grabs, murders and human 
trafficking not to mention the problems that happen when people are under the influence of this 
drug and drive.  Please do not allow this to go through.   

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 9:39:49 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Patrick E. Kane Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 10:21:40 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Quist Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB3335 

 





 

 

 
Mahalo 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 10:30:49 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Regina Gregory Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this bill!  We have been waiting for a very long time. 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 10:51:59 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Grace Fujii Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this bill SB3335.  Look at what it did to California.  We already have 
elevated crime, increased accidents in our state, and increased mental problems.  We don't need 
more problems.  Listen to the majority of the people. Legislators, it's not who can pay more or 
who can speak the loudest.  It is what is righteous for our state and people. Save our Hawaii 
Nei.  Keep it clean and keep ALOHA.  Speak OLA, life and NOT pass this bill.  If it is passed, it 
is death to our people, our next generation and to Hawaii.  SAY NO to bill SB3335, oppose the 
legalization of the use of marijuana in Hawaii. 

 





SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 11:25:25 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sherilyn Kang Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose the legalization of marijuana. Marijuana is a gateway drug to stronger/harder 
drugs. I believe this would open many negative doors for our community and state and 
ultimately, have an adverse effect on families, the community and our state as a whole. 

It would change the culture and the spirit of our state and destroy the Aloha that makes Hawaii a 
special place. 

Our state motto is, "Ua mau ke ea o' ka aina i ka pono," which means, the life of the land is 
perpetuated in righteousness." Legalizing marijuana would NOT be perpetuating righteousness, 
and would ultimately cause the land to perish. 

Please do not allow this bill to pass! Think about our children and grandchildren and the 
generations of Hawaii keiki to follow and do it for them! 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 11:47:13 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Randy Gonce Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strong Support. 
 
This bill does need some amendments and I fully support the amendments that are being 
requested by the Hawaii Alliance for Cannabis Reform (HACR). The amendments are 
imparative for a sound program that will achieve the goals of legalization. Thank you for the 
oppurtunity to testify.  

 





SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 12:31:13 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Larry Veray Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I totally oppose this bill as an individual. If this bill is approved, you will have made a permanent 
negative impact on our citizens health, safety and their environment forever. It will also 
negatively impact tourism. 

Thank you 

Chair, for the Pearl City Neighborhood Board No. 21 

 





SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 12:46:04 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Donna Ho Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Sen. Keohokalole, Sen. Dela Cruz, and members, 

I OPPOSE SB3335. 

I saw a recent column headline in the newspaper: "No time for pakalolo high on busy legislative 
agenda." Someone was speaking out, saying what's been on my mind for a long time. Everything 
in the article was spot on - referring to issues of illegality, driving while high, negative impacts 
to children, a Hawai`i Cannabis Authority and Cannabis Control Board. Will there be a 
tax windfall? The idea of revenue gotten from the legalization of recreational marijuana use is 
just not pono, not right, not worth it.  

Mahalo for your service to the people of Hawai`i.  
Respectfully submitted from a kupuna born and raised in Hawai`i nei, a place like no other. 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 1:24:34 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lucy Parkin Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I sincerely oppose SB3335 legalizing recreational marijuana.   

Mahalo,  

Lucy Parkin 

Hawaii Resident 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 1:44:05 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dale Atsuko Stevens Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Senator Jarrett Keohokalole, 

As one of your constituent in your district of Kaneohe, my entire ohana ask that you 
highly  consider voting against moving this bill forward for the maika'iloa of our beautiful State 
of Hawaii. 

Mahalo Nui Loa, 

Dale Bangay Stevens  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 2:08:39 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jacquelyn Esser Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support the legalization of marijuana for all the reasons that have been said. It's past 
time. Let's do this. 

 





SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 2:25:48 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karl Michael Kvalvik Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Karl Kvalvik and I am an IT professional with 15 years of experience. 
 
I have been participating in Hawaii's Medical Cannabis Community, growing my own cannabis 
legally, and I oppose SB3335. 

SB3335 opens the door to a draconian witch hunt which remains entirely unnecessary for the 
Hawaii 329 program at this time. 

Law Enforcement need not be allowed to harrase those that are willingly participating in full 
view of the law. 

This bill should not be allowed to pass this legislature, as it would be used as a tool against 
Hawaii Medical Cannabis Community. 

Rep. Gene Ward has publicly acknowledged there is a "turf War" between those legacy farms 
and the state dispensaries. It is no secret how SB3335 would be used to condemn law abiding 
citizens. 

Kind Regards, 

Karl Kvalvik 
karlkvalvik@gmail.com 
808-518-7806 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 2:53:29 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Frank Lopez IV Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 3:02:24 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

R B Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As written this is too vague and does not put patients first.  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 3:17:04 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janet Belcher Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB3335! 

 





SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 3:19:17 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tricia Mills Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose 

 







SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 3:57:59 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Angela M Anderson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As written, this bill does not meet the needs of local patients, there are no patients on the 
legislative committee selection. 

  

Licensing is geared towards big business and not locals who have been cultivating for centuries. 
The licenses will not be affordable for local people or small business, making it available for 
only big business. This is not in the best interest of the patients.  

  

Taxing medicine doesn't help anyone, it's a plant I can grow in my yard, why would you tax me 
for something god grows naturally? 

  

The language around amendment or repeal is vague, hemp is such a via le resource, why would 
you limit it? 

  

Just legalize it, why implement limits? Do you limit how much beer someone can purchase or 
cigarettes? This is medicine and we still get treated like outlaws for medical use. As a veteran 
this is frustrating. 

  

A cannabis authority sounds like a prime opportunity for more big business and culorruption, 
just like Massachusetts. 

  

If you would just legalize it, there would be no need to devote any resources to an illegal market, 
it's a plant, a weed that grows in the ground, why are we trying to regulate medicine when 
alcohol is so much more damaging to society 



  

This bill is limiting availability to patients who need access to affordable medicine. It is a plant 
grown by mother earth and has no business in big business or the law for that matter. 

  

  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 3:54:49 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michal C Cohen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. It does not provide a road to legalization in a way that benefits the 
community. There are many ways for legalization to go forward and this is not one of them.  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 4:32:12 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keoni Shizuma Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 4:33:29 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dr. Ryan Winslow Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am officially submitting my testimony as a cannabis patient in Hawaii opposing this bill. Here 
is why, first of all there are no local patients or community members being considered for the 
Committee. This bill is purposely vague especially where considering amount, allowable for 
possession and rates of taxation. This bill as written could drive prices of medical cannabis 
through the roof and create additional financial complications for patients who are already 
suffering, and are often receiving disability income and will no longer have reasonable access to 
their medicine. 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 4:41:09 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andre Pulido Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill ! Please do not pass it. No legalization. Medical use only  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 4:49:39 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dave Willweber Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Vote NO on SB3335 SD1. 

Listen to any video by Stanford neuroscientist Andrew Huberman on cannibas effects and it will 
become clear that any positive recreational gains to be made by legalizing will be greatly 
overshadowed by the acute anxiety, paranioa, and psychosis that can happen to users, some at a 
far greater risk than others. The risks will be a massive drain on society, and disproportionately 
hurt Hawaii's youth.  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 5:02:09 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Baleen Markwort Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this measure  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 5:44:36 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rhonda K Higashihara Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We don't need more DUIs!!! 

 







SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 5:09:36 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brock Lyle Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill will limit access for low-income residents to their medication. Please consider working 
with local providers when drafting legislation  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 5:33:11 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Paul Asuncion Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. I am a 329 card holder and cannot afford dispensary prices. Legalization is the 
only way to avoid prosecution by federal law! 

  

I utilize the farm due to a more affordable way to get my medicine! 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 5:44:41 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Donald stenson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 5:49:45 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I retired after 30 years in the high school and junior high classroom. Young people have been, 
and remain, my focus. Marijuana has ramifications for society at large, but I shall restrict my 
comments to its impact on youth. Unless I state otherwise, all references will be to young people 
age 12 to 18. Pertinent articles and books will be included at the end. I wish not to get bogged 
down in the forest of data, as the handful of trees that loom large must be seen clearly. If we 
don't get this right, many of our precious offspring will be lost in the quicksand of addiction and 
mental illness and violence, shattering their lives and their families, too. 
* 25% THC is 12 to 25 times stronger than what the Woodstock generation smoked. It is creating 
an epidemic of schizophrenia, psychosis, and violence. Certainly only some are affected this 
way, but the aggregate numbers are staggering. 
* "Medical marijuana" is a smokescreen to normalize high-THC pot usage. While CBD has no 
psychoactive properties and does have medicinal efficacy, it is THC that is in demand. A 
dispensary in Hilo I visited recently displayed 56 products, 51 of which are 25% THC, 2 a 
combination of THC/CBD, and 3 all CBD.  
* Marijuana is irrefutably a gateway drug. 
* Marijuana can be laced with lead or other heavy metals, glass, fungus and bacteria, PCP, 
heroin, embalming fluid, laundry detergent, LSD, methamphetamine, ketamine, cocaine, 
fentanyl. Government oversite would seem to prevent contamination, and initially this might be 
the case. But over time, legalization increases usage, creating a black market that can always 
undercut prices of government-regulated sellers. 
* Marijuana used regularly during adolescence and early adulthood can alter the structure and 
function of the brain, impairing learning and memory, and increasing the risk of addiction and 
psychosis. Early and regular use during adolescence is associated with lower IQ later in 
adulthood and with decreased activity and/or connectivity in the areas of the brain related to 
executive function, learning and memory. 
* Marijuana poses a risk to drivers and others on the road. It is the illicit drug most frequently 
reported in connection with impaired driving and motor vehicle accidents, including fatal 
accidents. Following alcohol, cannabis is the second most commonly detected substance in 
drivers who were fatally injured in car crashes. There is evidence that the cumulative effects of 
marijuana and alcohol when used together cause greater impairment to driving than either 
substance alone. 
* Marijuana use in teen years is much more likely to result in heavy use as adults, an important 
consideration for the pot industry which relies for the great majority of its profits from those 
using marijuana 5-7 days a week.  
* Legalization would make the legal age 21 as a way to deter teen use. However, such laws are 



not very effective at keeping substances out of the hands of teens as their primary sources of 
marijuana are their friends and family, and if it is legal for adults, teens will have greater access 
to it, driving greater use. Alcohol is by far the most commonly used substance among teens, 
despite minimum legal drinking age restrictions. 
I could go on. 
The onus is on you the lawmakers to make it clear why legalization is necessary. Do you dispute 
all of the cited reports? What if you are wrong on any of them? Why is not the present medicinal 
marijuana approach sufficient? Why must we accomodate smokers seeking a thrill? At the 
expense of youth? Do you have no fear that lives mat be wrecked because of this unwarranted 
indulgence of the few? Do you care so little that stronger THC will turn many schizophrenic over 
time? What if it is your children harmed? 

Again, what is the overriding reason to legalize a drug that has no benefit to society?  
  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 6:32:01 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Heidi Brown  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Presenting more law enforcement with this legalization bill instead of less is ridiculous.  The 
whole point of legislation is to feel less threatened by a plant.  Why is this State so afraid of a 
plant? Legalization of such an industrious , cancer curing , life-changing plant should be simple 
to this State.  I oppose this bill 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 6:02:59 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Todd Bliss Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

OPPOSE 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 6:37:27 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alika Bee Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB3335.   

This is a bad legalization bill which shouldn't be passed. Licenses will be unaffordable to local 
people and it allows big business to slide in. We must keep a place for the local growers of 
Hawai'i  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 6:38:08 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Meghan Williams Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE THIS BILL. IT WILL BE A DISASTER FOR OUR STATE AND 
WILL DESTROY YOUNG MINDS AND LIVES.  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 7:06:11 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Deborah Umiamaka Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I favor the legalization of industrial hemp, regenerative agriculture, and cannabis as a 
package.for food as medicine, culinary, and appropriate use by adults for recreational and 
therapeutic purposes. I also support decriminalizing cannabis at the federal level. 

Sincerely, 

Deborah Umiamaka 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 7:18:31 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathy Shimata Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Senators, 

I support the legalization of marijuana for two reasons.  First, it is on a par with alcohol in its 
effects & leads to much less violence.  The same way the state taxes marijuana, it should be 
taxing marijuana, which people are using anyway. 

Second, the legal system has harmed people caught with marijuana by locking them up, 
sometimes for years, removing them from society & preventing society from benefiting from 
their talents.  The conviction brands them forever, preventing them from getting work, housing 
& other basic social benefits. 

I urge you to support SB3335. 

Mahalo, 

Kathy Shimata 

3453 Pawaina St 

Honolulu.  96822  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 7:41:51 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dolores Martinez  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 7:43:45 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lorraine Martinez Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 7:44:03 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

shayne Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  It's horrible 

 





SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 8:18:55 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Henry amezcua jr  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Oppose this bill , by affecting the accessibility towards affordable and clean medicine;  It will 
create hardships and affect the way of my life and affect my close friends and family.  

 





perpetuate the life of the land of Hawai'i and leave a legacy of righteousness for our keiki and 
future generations?   

Please vote NO to opening this Pandora's box just to generate money.  It's NOT worth it. 

 







SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 9:05:34 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carly Lobitos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Oppose SB3335.  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 9:43:48 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

anthony ettleman Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this. 

 









SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 10:12:44 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynnette Shimabukuro Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. we really don't need more trouble to deal with. 

NO TO RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA. 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 10:19:39 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cynthia Mauri Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I do not support the legalization of marijuana 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 10:27:10 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert C. Anderson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Here are the problems of allowing a legalization bill to be set up by the Attorney General.  This 
bill is a cut and paste from Massachusetts.  As they say in Mass.  "Our program is colonized". 

  (1)  Establish the Hawaii cannabis authority, cannabis control board, and cannabis control 
implementation advisory committee;  NO PATIENT OR LOCAL PEOPLE ON 
BOARD.  LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE SELECTION  

     (2)  Establish laws for the cultivation, manufacture, sale, and personal adult use of 
cannabis; LICENSES WILL BE UN AFFORDABLE  TO LOCAL  PEOPLE 

     (3)  Amend or repeal existing laws relating to cannabis, including hemp;  VAGUE  

     (4)  Establish taxes for adult-use cannabis sales; OVER TAXATION  

     (5)  Legalize the possession of certain amounts of cannabis for individuals twenty-one years 
of age and over beginning January 1, 2026; and  CERTAIN ?????  HOW MUCH???  

     (6)  Transfer the personnel and assets of the department of health and assets of the department 
of agriculture to the Hawaii cannabis authority. I LIKE THIS PART BUT NOT REALISTIC  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 10:34:18 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marcella Alohalani Boido Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, all. Thank you for hearing this bill. 

I support this bill, with some amendments. 

I would like to emphasize my most important point. The prohibitions on the use of cannabis 
and the many lies that have been told about it by government, religious leaders, teachers, 
and others in positions of authority, have had a corrosive effect on our community.  For 
many people it has created at the least a distrust of authorities, and perhaps even contempt. 
Knowing that someone is lying to you tends to have these effects. 

We need to legalize cannabis to begin the process of restoring trust between people and 
government, at least on this issue. Government should not be a giggle. 

Many of the harms inflicted by our current laws simply cannot be undone. That is the sad truth. 
But at least passing this bill will help, and will hopefully create a better future.. 

Tax revenue from cannabis sales should go into the State General Fund. The problem with 
directing the tax revenue to a special fund for enforcement and the creation of another 
bureaucracy is that there is no necessary link between the amount of tax revenue and the need for 
spending on enforcement and bureaucracy. What we will wind up with is that funds in excees of 
needs will still be spent on these things. That makes no sense. 

In part, I agree with the ACLU in their comments, as follow, in italics. These are quotes from 
their sample testimony. 

SB3335 SD1 should ensure local ownership. People who have been harmed by 
the enforcement of cannabis must have a place in the burgeoning marketplace 
created by legalization.  

SB3335 SD1 should remedy the harm caused by the failed War on Drugs. Any 
outstanding debts for cannabis fines and fees should be forgiven. People with a 
cannabis conviction on their record should be able to fully re-integrate into 
society by accessing the same rights and services as anybody else. 

Their criminal records should be expunged. 





Senate District 10, House District 23 

  

  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 10:50:15 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ashley Isei Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

1)  Establish the Hawaii cannabis authority, cannabis control board, and cannabis control 
implementation advisory committee;  NO PATIENT OR LOCAL PEOPLE ON 
BOARD.  LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE SELECTION  

     (2)  Establish laws for the cultivation, manufacture, sale, and personal adult use of 
cannabis; LICENSES WILL BE UNAFFORDABLE  TO LOCAL  PEOPLE 

     (3)  Amend or repeal existing laws relating to cannabis, including hemp;  VAGUE  

     (4)  Establish taxes for adult-use cannabis sales; OVER TAXATION  

     (5)  Legalize the possession of certain amounts of cannabis for individuals twenty-one years 
of age and over beginning January 1, 2026; and  CERTAIN ?????  HOW MUCH???  

     (6)  Transfer the personnel and assets of the department of health and assets of the department 
of agriculture to the Hawaii cannabis authority. I LIKE THIS PART BUT NOT REALISTIC  

  

Provide a legal safe harbor from state or county criminal prosecution concerning activities 
relating to cannabis for those who strictly  comply with the provisions of the Hawaii cannabis 
law; THEY CANT PROMISE THIS BECAUSE THE FEDERAL GOVT CAN 
INTERVENE AT ANY TIME.  

     (2)  Establish the Hawaii cannabis authority as an independent body with the power to 
administratively regulate all aspects of the cannabis plant in accordance with the Hawaii 
cannabis law;  THIS AUTHORITY IN MASSACHUSETTS (CCC) IS RIFED WIT H 
CORRUPTION  

     (3)  Legalize the sale and possession of cannabis for non-medical adult use beginning January 
1, 2026, in accordance with the Hawaii cannabis law;  HOW? VAGUE!!!  

     (4)  Provide economic opportunities to disproportionately impacted areas; A TOTAL 
FAILURE IN MASSACHUSTEETS. BIG BUSINESS SLIDES IN BEHIND THESE 
MODELS.   



     (5)  Encourage those currently engaging in illegal, unlicensed commercial cannabis activities 
to enter the legal market;  THE ILLEGAL MARKET??    YOU MEAN THE LOCAL 
GROWERS OF HAWAII  

     (6)  Ensure that state and county law enforcement agencies work closely with the Hawaii 
cannabis authority and vigorously investigate and prosecute illegal cannabis activities that fall 
outside of safe harbor protection; and  LETS LEGAL IZE IT BUT PROSECUTE 
PEOPLE.  HOW ABOUT CIVIL FINES?  

     (7)  Mandate that the Hawaii cannabis authority make the protection of public health and 
safety its highest priorities. HOW WILL THEY CONTROL THIS?   IT HASNT 
HAPPENED IN ANY OTHER STATE.    THE GROWE RS MUST PROTECT THE 
PUBLIC.  

  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/28/2024 11:33:05 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dylan Ramos Individual Comments Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

While I am generally in support of cannabis legalization and have testified in support of 
imperfect legalization measures in the past, I choose to only offer comments this session, 
because as many others have pointed out, this framework still needs work. But to keep my 
comments brief, I will simply say that my sentiments echoe those stated in previous testimonies 
by the Drug Policy Forum of Hawaii and the Chamber of Sustainable Commerce. 

Mahalo, 

Dylan Ramos 
96816 

 





SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/29/2024 2:42:05 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kassius Hill Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Kassius Hill, aged 34, I have a terminal illness that's hereditary. I was the youngest 
in the world to show symptoms and my family was the first to show my disease generationally. I 
have been on steroids since I was 13 til about 2019. The amount of damage the drug caused was 
out of control and my medical team came to the conclusion that they had nothing else to help. 
One of my doctors thought it may help to use medical cannabis. I wasn't so sure at first but after 
the first year I saw my first remission. Cannabis helps to give me a little bit more time on this 
earth to live. It slows down symptoms and manages a lot of my inflammation. The biggest 
misconception of those who do not consume cannabis products is that we just want to get high, 
but with the correct education you discover that cannabis is not one thing. It's many strains 
designed to help many illnesses;no one strain is the same nor does it do the same things. Making 
access to cannabis products less affordable is not in the spirit of Aloha,it's no different than 
everyday American greed. Co-op farms keep the spirit of family and healing in the fore front. 
For people like me who wasn't sure about its use there was a personal touch to helping me to my 
healing journey. This in turn created a ripple effect of helping others get to a place where they 
aren't just a medical case or a prescription drug nor is cannabis a addictive medicine that destroys 
our community like this devastating effects of fentanyl. One of the main reasons I love our island 
is because it's the only place in America where every person matters, how we treat each other 
matters, and most importantly healing is apart of the aina this island brings to everyone who 
breathes in these island airs. I hope the board considers my words and ask yourselves if you were 
out of options for medical help and this was your only chance wouldn't you want to be able to 
afford it? We already can't use insurance to help pay for our medicine, and with the housing 
market being what it is, why hurt the people more? If it was you or your loved ones wouldn't you 
want the most economical solution? We are all locals we have to help each other that is the 
Hawaiian way. Ohana is what we stand for! We have enough people taking from us and our 
island don't add to our struggle be our hero's! Be the board that stands with and for its people 
help us educate more about the positive effects of cannabis. I'm originally from Philly you don't 
want another Kensington it's an embarrassment to say my city gives out clean needles and we 
step over dead bodies on the way to school. We don't let our kids play outside because of the 
drug problem that feeds the violence. Plain and simple "weed" doesn't make you kill anyone, it 
doesn't have you drive home drunk. And it definitely doesn't have you living like a junky. Every 
decision you make is your own cannabis doesn't control your mind the way hard substances do.  

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/29/2024 7:25:09 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

E.L. Brown Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill opens the public, our streets, our parks, our beaches, and even neighbors who deserve 
privacy and refuge in their own homes, to the negative effects of marijuana ingestion, including 
not being able to avoid the nuisance & strong odor of it.  Even if a neighbor smokes it on their 
own property, the non-smoker's "clean home" will be affected.  If you don't believe this, talk to 
neighbors in Oregon and Washington who live in homes, or worse apartments that share a wall 
with a recreational-use adult, how their home lives have become disrupted. Marijuana is not like 
alcohol. Alcohol stays in the body.  Marijuana smoke spreads way beyond the body.  

These same people in Oregon and Washington can also speak to how recreational-use neighbors 
conduct "pot tours."   What will Waikiki, Haleiwa, Hawi, and our other local towns look like 
tomorrow?  Marijuana plant signs in window shops, and an even higher smash and grab crime 
rate?    

If you are part of a family that has not yet experienced the negative, addictive, generational 
effects that marijuana use by a single family member can have on the whole, this law will 
welcome you to that situation. It won't be long before your kids, and grandkids, will see smoking 
marijuana as a normal thing.  Once the disease of addiction takes them over, they and the whole 
family will be trapped.    

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/29/2024 7:31:18 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Taryn Murray mccaig Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/29/2024 8:04:32 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ben Tamamoto Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. Marijuana is much stronger than it was in the 70's, there are much 
higher concentrations of THC. We already have a problem with alcohol and driving, this will 
increase that problem. The tax revenues will be far outweighed by the social costs.  

Please vote no on the recreational use of Marijuana. 

Thank you. 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/29/2024 8:09:38 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

April Bullis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/29/2024 8:13:55 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Daniel Murren Individual Comments Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My testimony is simple. While I adamantly advocate for complete legalization of cannabis in the 
State of Hawaii, it MUST address the historical inequities and impacts that it's criminalization 
has had on native Hawaiians and other people of color. Any bill that does not do this is a bad bill 
and will perpetuate the oppression of native Hawaiians, POC, and poor people in Hawaii. 

Legalization of cannabis should include measures to free people currently incarcerated for 
cannnabis (distribution and use), and their arrest records for cannabis should be expunged. 

Make it happen legislators! 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/29/2024 8:18:39 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Maria M Neil Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I opposse 

 





SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/29/2024 8:41:39 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeremiah J Ryan III Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this horrible bill. 

It contains NO ALOHA whatsoever! 

Nothing PONO about it. 

Seems MEAN and totally MISINFORMED. 

Sincerely, 

Jeremiah J Ryan III 

 



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/29/2024 9:05:27 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica dos Santos Individual Comments Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Jessica dos Santos, and I reside and was born and raised in Kahuku. I am also a high 
school humanities teacher, instructing an Introduction to Criminal Justice course, and I actively 
engage with the perspectives of young people regarding the legalization of cannabis, the War on 
Drugs and mass incarceration issues. Today, I am providing comments on the sorely needed 
amendments to SB3335 SD1, which seeks to legalize cannabis in Hawai'i. While I commend the 
efforts to move towards cannabis legalization, I believe there are crucial amendments that must 
be made to prioritize racial justice and equity in the reform process. 

First and foremost, any legislation regarding cannabis legalization should prioritize reinvesting 
cannabis revenue into community safety measures, rather than funneling funds into law 
enforcement. It is imperative that we direct these resources towards proven solutions that address 
the root causes of social issues and help build safer communities. This includes investing in 
programs focused on harm reduction, crisis outreach, food security initiatives, mental health 
support, homeless outreach, outpatient treatment, and housing assistance. 

Furthermore, SB3335 SD1 must ensure local ownership within the cannabis industry. It is 
essential that individuals who have been disproportionately impacted by the enforcement of 
cannabis laws, particularly Native Hawaiians and communities of color, have the opportunity to 
participate in and benefit from the legal cannabis market. This means creating pathways for local 
entrepreneurs and businesses to thrive, thus fostering economic empowerment and community 
development. 

Additionally, SB3335 SD1 should aim to rectify the injustices perpetuated by the failed War on 
Drugs. This includes forgiving any outstanding debts related to cannabis fines and fees, as well 
as providing avenues for individuals with cannabis convictions on their records to fully 
reintegrate into society by accessing the same rights and services as any other citizen. By doing 
so, we can begin to address the systemic inequalities and barriers faced by those impacted by 
past cannabis policies. 

In conclusion, I urge the legislature to amend SB3335 SD1 to incorporate these vital provisions 
that prioritize racial justice, equity, and community well-being in the legalization of cannabis in 
Hawai'i. Mahalo for your time and consideration of these important matters. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Jessica dos Santos 

 













SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/29/2024 10:16:31 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Blyth Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The bill say for "adults"/"adult use" but we know how often children get into the possession of 
adult things. Let it not be about $$. We need to think of the innocent keiki today and for 
generations to come. Let's create a saver tomorrow for them.  
I STRONGLY OPPOSE TO LEGALIZING RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA!  

 

b.lee
Late



SB-3335-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/29/2024 11:05:41 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/1/2024 9:50:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

SCOTT SUZUKI Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Here are the problems of allowing a legalization bill to be set up by the Attorney General.  This 
bill is a cut and paste from Massachusetts.  As they say in Mass.  "Our program is colonized". 

  (1)  Establish the Hawaii cannabis authority, cannabis control board, and cannabis control 
implementation advisory committee;  NO PATIENT OR LOCAL PEOPLE ON 
BOARD.  LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE SELECTION  

     (2)  Establish laws for the cultivation, manufacture, sale, and personal adult use of 
cannabis; LICENSES WILL BE UN AFFORDABLE  TO LOCAL  PEOPLE 

     (3)  Amend or repeal existing laws relating to cannabis, including hemp;  VAGUE  

     (4)  Establish taxes for adult-use cannabis sales; OVER TAXATION  

     (5)  Legalize the possession of certain amounts of cannabis for individuals twenty-one years 
of age and over beginning January 1, 2026; and  CERTAIN ?????  HOW MUCH???  

     (6)  Transfer the personnel and assets of the department of health and assets of the department 
of agriculture to the Hawaii cannabis authority. I LIKE THIS PART BUT NOT REALISTIC  

  

Provide a legal safe harbor from state or county criminal prosecution concerning activities 
relating to cannabis for those who strictly  comply with the provisions of the Hawaii cannabis 
law; THEY CANT PROMISE THIS BECAUSE THE FEDERAL GOVT CAN 
INTERVENE AT ANY TIME.  

     (2)  Establish the Hawaii cannabis authority as an independent body with the power to 
administratively regulate all aspects of the cannabis plant in accordance with the Hawaii 
cannabis law;  THIS AUTHORITY IN MASSACHUSETTS (CCC) IS RIFED WIT H 
CORRUPTION  

     (3)  Legalize the sale and possession of cannabis for non-medical adult use beginning January 
1, 2026, in accordance with the Hawaii cannabis law;  HOW? VAGUE!!!  

b.lee
Late



     (4)  Provide economic opportunities to disproportionately impacted areas; A TOTAL 
FAILURE IN MASSACHUSTEETS. BIG BUSINESS SLIDES IN BEHIND THESE 
MODELS.   

     (5)  Encourage those currently engaging in illegal, unlicensed commercial cannabis activities 
to enter the legal market;  THE ILLEGAL MARKET??    YOU MEAN THE LOCAL 
GROWERS OF HAWAII  

     (6)  Ensure that state and county law enforcement agencies work closely with the Hawaii 
cannabis authority and vigorously investigate and prosecute illegal cannabis activities that fall 
outside of safe harbor protection; and  LETS LEGAL IZE IT BUT PROSECUTE 
PEOPLE.  HOW ABOUT CIVIL FINES?  

     (7)  Mandate that the Hawaii cannabis authority make the protection of public health and 
safety its highest priorities. HOW WILL THEY CONTROL THIS?   IT HASNT 
HAPPENED IN ANY OTHER STATE.    THE GROWE RS MUST PROTECT THE 
PUBLIC.  

 



b.lee
Late





https://www.aacap.org/AACAP/Policy_Statements/2014/aacap_marijuana_legalization_policy.aspx#:~:text=Marijuana%20legalization%2C%20even%20if%20restricted,predict%20increased%20rates%20of%20adolescent
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/135/3/584/75419/The-Impact-of-Marijuana-Policies-on-Youth-Clinical?autologincheck=redirected?nfToken=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/135/3/584/75419/The-Impact-of-Marijuana-Policies-on-Youth-Clinical?autologincheck=redirected?nfToken=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/committee-opinion/articles/2017/10/marijuana-use-during-pregnancy-and-lactation
https://www.aaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/AAAP-cannabis-model-law-to-disseminate_Dec-2019.pdf
https://www.aaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/AAAP-cannabis-model-law-to-disseminate_Dec-2019.pdf
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Comments:  

Oppose SB3335,  This bill is a cut and paste from Massachusetts horrible  
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