
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Senator Sharon Moriwaki, Vice Chair

Committee on Ways and Means


Tuesday, February 13, 2024

10:05 AM, Conference Room 211 or via Zoom


RE: SB2381 SD1 Cleaner Elections - Support with Amendments


Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Committee Members,


The Chamber of Sustainable Commerce represents over 100 small 
businesses across the State that strive for a triple bottom line: people, 
planet and prosperity — we know Hawaii can strengthen its economy 
without hurting workers, consumers, communities or the environment. This 
is why we support SB2381 SD1 with amendments.


SB2381 SD1 brings us one step closer towards a representational 
democracy that protects small business owners, consumers and the 
environment — not just large corporations who can afford to pay-to-play 
through expensive lobbyists and multi-tiered campaign contributions.


Luxury developers, defense contractors, big pharma, agri-chemical 
corporations, and all the private attorneys and consultants they hire, can 
afford to give candidate the maximum allowable contributions; they can 
also hire lobbyists who can give maximum contributions to these same 
candidates, and well-funded candidates can buy max contribution tickets to 
fundraisers for other candidates in their faction — all of these max 
contributions quickly add up to a campaign war chest that is almost 
impossible to challenge in any impactful way. 


Furthermore, the campaigns of certain legislative leaders may have already 
benefited from state taxpayer money being laundered through state Grant-
In-Aid (GIA) recipients — that were hand-picked by those legislative leaders. 
After select GIA money goes through the wash and spin cycle, a portion 
may end up in those same legislators’ campaign accounts. For example, 
look at how much taxpayer money went to GIA recipients Navatek and 
Chamber of Commerce Military Affairs Council and compare that to the 
amounts of campaign contributions from employees, consultants, lobbyists 
and family members of those GIA recipients. Meanwhile, the legislature has 
exempted these millions of dollars in GIA awards from the State Ethics 
Commission’s oversight.


While SB2381 SD1 begins to even the playing field for candidates who are 
not receiving GIA-campaign “kickbacks”, more must be done to realize the 
corrective impact this bill seeks.  We urge this committee to add sections to 
this bill that will: 1) cap the maximum allowable contribution to a candidate 
campaign at $100 per donor, per election - including from candidates 
themselves and their immediate families, 2) prohibit candidate campaigns 
from making contributions to other candidate campaigns, and 3) ensure the 
Hawaii Ethics Commission has oversight over GIA contracts in the same way 
they do over all other state contracts and expenditures of state funds.
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February 13, 2024 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
Senator Sharon Y. Moriwaki, Vice Chair 
Tuesday, February 13, 2024 
10:05 AM 
 
SUBJECT: IN STRONG SUPPORT OF SB2381  
 
Aloha e Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Moriwaki, and honorable committee 
members, 
 

Mahalo for this opportunity to testify in strong support of SB2381, which 
would establish a comprehensive system of public financing for all candidates 
seeking election to state and county public offices in the State of Hawai‘i. 

 
A fair, open, and inclusive system that enables the public to select a fellow 

community member to represent them in government is the bedrock of 
representative democracy.  A system should be designed so that the 
representatives of the people are free to make decisions based on the public 
interest, and not feel threatened by those with big money to do their bidding. 

 
During deliberations in a recent Council meeting, a colleague noted how it 

was ok for her to speak her honest thoughts about the behavior of a special 
interest group, because that group never donates to her campaign. The inverse 
of that statement being: “It’s not ok to speak honestly about this group because 
they donate to my campaign.”  

 
While not all elected officials are so publicly candid about their 

relationship with donors, the community has seen elected officials who are 
beholden to their donors vote against the interest of the people. This is a big 
reason public trust in government has, and continues to, significantly erode.    
 

A fully public financing program would give candidates the option to be a 
financially viable candidate and maintain freedom to represent their constituents 
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with less influence from big donors. It could help to restore trust and confidence 
in government.  

 
In the previous hearing on this measure, the Campaign Spending 

Commission disclosed that only 16 candidates pae‘!ina-wide participated in the 
partial-public funding program. As 1 of those 16 candidates, I can attest to the 
rigor involved to receive the initial funding and the reporting required. I believe 
that the matching funds helped me reach more people, which enabled me to 
prevail in the 3 of 4 campaigns I ran.   

 
It’s expected that the Ways and Means Committee will focus on the 

appropriation aspect of this measure. Since there is no way to nail down the 
precise amount necessary in any given year without a process to ask candidates 
to commit to participation beforehand, perhaps for the inaugural year, funds can 
be dispersed until it’s exhausted on a first come, first served basis. The Spending 
Commission can report to the Legislature in the following year the number of 
candidates that participated in the program and the amount distributed.  
 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify and for your consideration. 
 

Me ke aloha, 
 
 
 

Keani Rawlins-Fernandez 
Councilmember 



!
!

!"#$%" &'())*%%""&(#& +$,!&$#-&)"$#! &&
&

!"#$%&$'()* +(,-, . ( ( )- /- 0(12 ( ( 3456"$"57"(8449( ,)) (
(

*.&!/00(1%&23& !45678 &!-8 9&8:;1<=>?(<@(ABC;=3(!=>1>3=>?(!@8(31>D=D1<:E(
<@(:;:3<:D(@!!=3: (

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" !
&

1F4G&(3G&H$(D"F&(3$%I+(JH7"(3G&H$(24$HK&LH+(&5M(3499HNN""(2 "9#"$O+(

@5( #"G&F6( 46( 4%$(4P"$( ,-+---( 9"9#"$O( &5M( O%QQ4$N"$O+( NG"( EH"$$&( 3F%#( 46( R&K&HSH(
!/00(1%!& !45678 &!-8 :(KGH7G(KHFF(G"FQ(N4($"FH"P"(7&5MHM&N"O(46(NG"(5""M(N4(6%5M$&HO"(6$49(
Q$HP&N"("5NHNH"O+(&5M(NG"$"#'(64ON"$(94$"($HT4$4%O(MHO7%OOH45(&5M($"6H5"9"5N(46(7&5MHM&N"OU(
Q4FH7'(QF&N64$9O(64$(NG"(#"NN"$9"5N(46(4%$(HOF&5MO(&5M(7499%5HNH"OV((
(
@%$(M"947$&NH7(O'ON"9(46(T4P"$5&57"(HO(Q$"9HO"M(45(NG"(7457"QN(46(&5(H564$9"M("F"7N4$&N"(
7G44OH5T(7&5MHM&N"O(KG4O"(Q4FH7'(Q$H4$HNH"O(&FHT5(KHNG(KG&N(NG"H$(745ONHN%"5NO(7&$"(&#4%N(NG"(
94ONV( B564$N%5&N"F'+( NG"(94M"$5( M&'(74ONO( 46( $%55H5T( &( WPH&#F"X( 7&9Q&HT5(46N"5( $"Y%H$"(
7&5MHM&N"O(N4("ZQ"5M(745OHM"$&#F"(NH9"(&5M("5"$T'($&HOH5T(6%5MO(6$49(Q$HP&N"(O4%$7"O+($&NG"$(
NG&5( M"P"F4QH5T+( M"#&NH5T+( &5M( $"6H5H5T( 7&9Q&HT5( QF&N64$9O+( &5M( "5T&TH5T(P4N"$O(H5( NGHO(
7$HNH7&F(Q$47"OOV((
(
24$"4P"$+(7&5MHM&N"O( 9%ON( 46N"5( O4FH7HN( M45&NH45O( 6$49(Q$HP&N"+( 74$Q4$&N"("5NHNH"O( KG4O"(
H5N"$"ONO(9&'(#" (H5G"$"5NF'(5&$$4K"$(NG&5(NG4O"(46(NG"(Q%#FH7(&N(F&$T"V(1O(&($"O%FN+(7456FH7NO(4$(
Q"$7"HP"M(7456FH7NO(N44(46N"5(&$HO"(#"NK""5(Q4FH7'9&LH5T(NG&N(9&'(#"(46(Q&$NH7%F&$(#"5"6HN(N4(
7"$N&H5(7F&OO"O(46(Q$HP&N"("5NHNH"O+(&5M( NG"( 94$"( 749Q$"G"5OHP"( 7457"$5O( 46(NG"( #$4&M"$(
7499%5HN'([ (H57F%MH5T(KHNG($"T&$MO(N4(NG"("5PH$459"5N&F(&5M(7%FN%$&F(H5N"T$HN'+(&5M(NG"(F45T\
N"$9(FHP&#HFHN'+(46(4%$(HOF&5MOV((
(
C'(Q$4PHMH5T(64$(Q%#FH7(6H5&57H5T(46(7&9Q&HT5O(64$("F"7N"M(466H7"+(NGHO(9"&O%$"(K4%FM(G"FQ(%O(
N&L"(&(N$&5O64$9&NHP"(ON"Q(N4K&$MO("5&#FH5T(4%$(7&5MHM&N"O(&5M("F"7N"M($"Q$"O"5N&NHP"O(94$"(
NH9"( N4( "5T&T"( KHNG( NG"H$( T$&OO$44NO( 745ONHN%"5NO( M%$H5T( NG"( 7&9Q&HT5( O"&O45]( $"O"&$7G+(
M"#&N"+(&5M($"6H5"(NG"H$(7&9Q&HT5(Q4FH7'(QF&N64$9O](&5M(NG"$"#'(749"(H5N4(4$($"N%$5(N4(466H7"(
KHNG(&(ON$45T"$(&5M(94$"(749Q$"G"5OHP"(PHOH45(64$(Q4FH7H"O(NG&N(KHFF(%FNH9&N"F'(#"5"6HN(NG"(
Q%#FH7(H5N"$"ON+(&O(K"FF(&O(NG"(Q%#FH7(N$%ON(H5(4%$(M"947$&NH7(O'ON"9(46(T4P"$5&57"V(
((
1774$MH5TF'+(NG"(EH"$$&(3F%#(46(R&K&HSH($"OQ"7N6%FF'(%$T"O(NG"(3499HNN""(N4(0$!! (EC,*^) (
ED) V((2&G&F4(5%H(64$(NG"(4QQ4$N%5HN'(N4(N"ONH6'V(





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 8:08:23 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John & Rita Shockley Testifying for Free Access 
Coalition Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha! 

     The Free Access Coalition supports SB2381 for more free public access for candidates to 
participate in the election process. 

     The influence of dark money from PACs and wealthy individuals cuts off citizens from 
entering elections.  This reform is important.  Please support it! 
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February 9, 2024 
 
The Senate  
State of Hawaii 
Ways and Means Committee 
Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair 
Senator Sharon Moriwaki, Co-Chair 
 
Dear Members of the Committee: 
 
Public Citizen submits this testimony in strong support of SB 2381 
 
Here at Public Citizen, we emphasize that all aspects of the U.S. government should be for the 
public and not driven by large corporations or industries. As a non-partisan organization with 
more than 3,200 members and supporters in Hawaii  and 500,000 members and supporters 
nationwide, we are dedicated to discovering new ways to push democracy forward and amplify 
the voices of everyday Hawaiian in issues that affect their lives.  
 
The U.S. has more than often struggled to increase voter turnout during elections1. Compared to 
other developed countries, the U.S. voter turnout is meager and continues to lag. According to 
available data, voter turnout from 2018-2022 was three of the highest-turnout in U.S. elections 
in decades2. This means that while the U.S. may rank low in election participation compared to 
other nations, there is a momentum present within voters, resulting in more voter turnout. 
However, whatever the catalyst for the recent change may be, we must find ways to increase 
the momentum and prevent it from flatlining. 
 
That is why SB 2381 will help establish new ways for voters to engage in the political process, 
which can increase voter turnout. For example, Seattle has used a similar program that resulted 
in a 10% increase in turnout compared to previous elections without the program3. Creating a 
more equitable field through SB 2381 helps create a more diverse field of candidates. It enables 
them to be less dependent on seeking funding from a small group of big donors, resulting in 

 
1 Desilver, D. (2022, November 1). Turnout in U.S. has soared in recent elections but by some measures 
still trails that of many other countries. Retrieved from Pew Research Center: 
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2022/11/01/turnout-in-u-s-has-soared-in-recent-elections-but-
by-some-measures-still-trails-that-of-many-other-countries/  
2 Ibid. 
3 2019 election cycle evaluation - seattle.gov. Accessed February 2, 
2024.https://www.seattle.gov/documents/departments/ethicselections/democracyvoucher/biennial%20rep
orts/final%20dvp%20evaluation%20report%20july23_2020.pdf. 
  

https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2022/11/01/turnout-in-u-s-has-soared-in-recent-elections-but-by-some-measures-still-trails-that-of-many-other-countries/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2022/11/01/turnout-in-u-s-has-soared-in-recent-elections-but-by-some-measures-still-trails-that-of-many-other-countries/
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/departments/ethicselections/democracyvoucher/biennial%20reports/final%20dvp%20evaluation%20report%20july23_2020.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/departments/ethicselections/democracyvoucher/biennial%20reports/final%20dvp%20evaluation%20report%20july23_2020.pdf


https://thedecisionlab.com/insights/policy/how-campaign-finance-reform-can-increase-voter-turnout
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/small-donor-public-financing-plays-role-electing-most-diverse-new-york
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/small-donor-public-financing-plays-role-electing-most-diverse-new-york
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150 Hamakua Drive #341! ! (808) 224-0644 
Kailua, HI 96734! ! our-hawaii.org

Testimony in Support of SB2381
Submitted to the Senate Ways and Means Committee 
by Evan Weber, Managing Director, Our Hawai!i, 2/13/2024

Committee members,
Mahalo for the opportunity to speak before you today. On behalf of Our Hawai!iÕs over 36,000 
members and supporters across the pae Ô"ina, I stand in strong support for Senate Bill 2381, relat-
ing to public financing of candidates to elected office. Our members and supporters are local peo-
ple Ñ kama!"ina and k"naka maoli, keiki and k#puna, from Kaua!i to Kohala, Kailua to Kapolei 
and every place in between. They have joined our movement to fight for a Hawai!i that puts local 
people Ñ not big money interests Ñ first, because they are deeply worried about the direction of 
our islands and believe now is the time for change.

Our supporters are not alone. Our corruption and public trust in government crisis has reached a 
tipping point. After years of the FBI putting our officials in handcuffs, resignations, and scandals, 
Hawai!i voters as a whole in this past election ranked government corruption as their number 3 top 
issue, only behind inflation and affordable housing, and 74% favor the adoption of a policy like 
SB1543 which would provide full public financing of elections and ban corporate and private dona-
tions. With public trust at an all time low, now is not time for band-aids, itÕs time for real solutions. 
While last year progress was made, the fundamentals of the equation have not shifted. We need 
to address the overriding issue of money in our politics where it begins, in our elections.

SB2381 would go as far as is legally possible under the United States constitution, by leveling the 
playing field to candidates who are not wealthy or well-connected and providing a viable alterna-
tive for campaigning from the private-money driven status quo. ItÕs a historic opportunity to get big 
money out of our elections, allow every day people an equal voice with the rich and powerful, and 
allow candidates and legislators like you all to be beholden only to their constituents and their 
conscience. No longer would legislators have to look over their shoulders, worried about how their 
donors who will fund their next campaign might react to each and every vote. They can be fully 
focused on delivering for their constituents, the people. ThatÕs how democracy is supposed to 
work!

And, we know that programs like this work: weÕve seen it in places like Connecticut, Maine, 
HawaiÔi County and cities all around the US. And we know itÕs popular. In addition to previously 
mentioned strong public support, the bill has been supported by leading politicians of both the 
Democratic and Republican Parties, has the backing of the state Democratic Party, and support 
from dozens of leading organizations in Hawai!i. And we know we have the resources: the pro -
gram would cost less than 0.1% of the state budget.

We have the policy. We have the public desire for change. We have the resources. The only ques-
tion is do we have the political will? That will be up to you to make it so. As you deliberate, know 
the public is watching.

Mahalo nui loa for your courage and action. Laulima, we can move forward to a better future for 
HawaiÔi.











Co chair GPH  
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SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 2:05:36 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dave Mulinix Testifying for Our 
Revolution Hawaii Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair & Committee Members, 

On behalf of Our Revolution Hawaii's 5,000 members statewide, we stand in STRONG 
SUPPORT of SB2381 SD1 that establishes a comprehensive system of public financing for 
all candidates seeking election to state and county public offices in the State of Hawaii. 

Passing a strong, comprehensive "Clean Elections" bill is essential to ensure a fair and 
democratic election process in our state. 

Similar to successful programs now in place in Connecticut and Maine, public funding programs 
such as that being proposed in SB2381 provide qualified candidates with a basic threshold of 
campaign funding, thus removing a huge barrier of entry for new candidates. 

If passed into law, this potentially transformative legislation would increase electoral 
competition at all levels resulting in a greater diversity of life experience serving in public office, 
and help reduce the corrupting influence private money now has on our elections. 

Please vote in Support of SB2381 SD1 to ensure a clean, fair, and democratic election process in 
Hawaii. 

Mahalo, 

Dave Mulinix, Co-Founder & Statewide Organizer 

Our Revolution Hawaii 

 

e.shirai
Late



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 2:37:22 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Shimei Testifying for Indivisible 
Hawaii Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

IN SUPPORT 

Indivisible Hawaii supports SB2381 SD1. 

 

a.pescador
Late



e.shirai
Late



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/8/2024 4:26:35 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brett Kulbis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB 2381 SD1. 

I don't want my tax dollars paying for candidates I don't support. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/8/2024 5:35:24 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrew Crossland Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this Bill. 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/8/2024 9:29:23 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristen Alice Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

  

I strongly support SB2381. I would rather see candidates getting to know voters than courting 
donors. Imagine how much better served our communities will be when we make a good-
faith effort to eliminate, or at least mitigate, pay-to-play politics. 

It's time to publicly finance campaigns! Please pass SB2381. 

Mahalo, 

Kristen 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/8/2024 11:30:19 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

CHESTER LUM Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony opposing this bill. 

I oppose this bill and SB2381 should be tabled. 

Once again, thank you for allowing me to submit testimony opposing this bill. 

Chester Lum 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/8/2024 11:42:08 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

james wallace Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support bill SB2381.We need clean elections badly.With the votes being mucked up by vote by 
mail only,made it easier to rigg votes.My friend and co-worker got 2 ballotts.Imagine all the 
people I dont know posibly voted twice.Thats how that useless governor green won.Nobody 
likes him but yet he won on the first print out.You see how rigged hawaii votes is.Thats why we 
are voted the most corupt state in the nation!!!Stop rigging and support CLEAN elections!!!!! 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 3:25:08 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Ruiz Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 7:58:35 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kahi Pacarro Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this measure because I want to elect leaders representing their people. I do not consider 
corporations to be people, and you shouldn't either. When I look at the current state of politics, I 
see overwhelming influence by corporations due to campaign contributions. This has created a 
democracy that people like me have lost hope in. The only way to recover from this slippery 
slope is to increase the power of the citizens and reduce or, even better, withdraw the influence 
of corporations/lobbying groups. 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 8:03:19 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Teresa Landreau Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I was outraged last session when the clean elections measure passed both chambers but was 
killed in the murky end of session process. We are watching this bill and the legislators involved. 
Particularly Senator Donovan Dela Cruz and Vice Chair Sharon Mortiwaki Similar measures are 
working well in other states. You must end the current cycle of campaign money raising that puts 
special interests ahead of the people and aina of Hawaii in order to ensure re-election. Let's do 
this so Hawaii's future won't be full of more convictions for bribery and corruption in elected 
officials. Mahalo 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 8:43:02 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jaysha Alonzo-Estrada Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB2381for a more fair and equitable election that better represents the people of 
Hawai'i.  

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 8:55:11 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Kenneth Hirsch, MD, 

PhD Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Both nationally and locally, moneyed interests have exerted far too much influence, indeed in 
some cases control, over our legislative endeavors. The influence of lobbyists and the like are 
counter to the exercise of democratic practice, and create conflicts of interest for our legislators.  

I therefore write in strong support of publicly funded elections. 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 9:14:51 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Terri Yoshinaga Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 9:50:19 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa Barker Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

  

Honorable Committee Members, 

I am writing to respectfully ask that you support SB2381 SD1.   

Thank you, 

Melissa Barker 

Kapaa, HI  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 9:56:20 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dennis O'Shea Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It is far past time to end the finacially based corruption that has plagued Hawaii politics for more 
than one hudred years. 

Please pass this bill. 

Mahalo. 

 









SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 10:49:05 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Martha Nakajima Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill. Thank you.  
Martha Nakajima, Honolulu 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 11:25:33 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anita Trubitt Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is a bill whose time has come!  There appears to be overwhelming support for it.  I t hank 
those in our legislature who are trying to advance it and I urge the full support of our legislature 
to enact it.  I am very strongly in support of clean elections and urge your passage of this bill. 

Anita Trubitt 

Kailua, HI  

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 11:35:52 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Monica Stone Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Mahalo for receiving my testimony in support of SB2381! 

Let's change the systems so we can be the change. 

with aloha, 

Monica Stone, Kailua-Kona, 96740 

  

  

  

  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 11:39:08 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Dinner Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Vote Yes, please. At last, an opportunity to get big money out. You already know how important 
this is. I'll spare you the data. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 11:41:45 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Glenn Choy Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Honorable Chair Donovan Dela Cruz and Honorable Vice Chair Sharon Moriwaki: 

I strongly support SB 2381 regarding clean elections, and urge you to pass  this measure out of 
committee.  There is nothing more critical before the Legislature this term and I and fellow 
concerned citizens see this as a top priority. 

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 12:02:27 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gabriela Schneider Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this legislation as it would increase the power of everyday people and minimize the 
influence of deep-pocketed political donors. It would increase fairness in Hawaii's elections, 
because it catalyzes more inclusiveness. By providing public funding for candidates running for 
office in the Hawaii legislature, this "clean elections" proposal will diversify who can run for 
office -- not just the wealthy or politicians connected to special interest donors. Importantly, that 
can then increase more voter engagement and public trust in our elections and representatives, 
something Hawaii gravely needs after several years of high-profile political corruption scandals. 
Furthermore, candidates can spend less time fundraising and more time on policy and serving the 
needs of the people, like improving access to affordable housing, food security, fire and disaster 
preparedness, and our schools. 

This is also a tried-and-true program that has improved constituent engagement in the U.S. Many 
states and municipalities (e.g., Connecticut, Minnesota, and New York City) now provide some 
form of citizen funding option for at least some public offices, and a system has been available 
for eligible presidential candidates since 1976, with matching funds for contributions for the 
primaries and full public funding for the general election. 

Similar legislation moved through the last legislature wiht widespread public support. The time 
has come for clean elections in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your time, 
Gabriela Schenider (Kapaau, Hawaii Island) 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 12:11:10 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Valerie Weiss Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in full support of this bill and getting money our of our politics.   

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 12:25:21 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jane E Arnold Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please SUPPORT SB2381.  Thank you. 

Jane E Arnold 

1763 Iwi Way, Apt D 

Honolulu HI 96816 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 12:52:06 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Madolin Wells Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

There's no single piece of legislation more important than this one, because everything else rests 
on freeing the public from control by powerful financial interests that have profit and control 
rather than the good of the people and protection of our natural resources as their motivation.   

 









SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 2:42:50 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Roger Walraven Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please do the right thing and pass this important legislation. The People of Hawaii deserve better 
government and the passage of this bill is important to keep undo influence in our government.  
Best wishes to you all. Aloha  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 2:44:30 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Anderson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The State of Hawaii should be a model for the nation in executing clean elections - elections not 
influenced by big donors, PACs etc. and financed publicly. That is just one reason the entire 
legislature and the governor should enthusiasticly support SB2381. I fully support this bill! 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 3:25:56 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Penelope Hazzard Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Definitely in favor of this bill  it wont keep big money out but will allow the little guy/girl in.   

 







https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1081&context=mpr
https://www.commoncause.org/resource/the-for-the-people-act-in-the-states/






SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 6:44:16 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mamiko Carroll Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Committee Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and members of the committee, 

Please pass this bill.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in SUPPORT of SB2381, SD1, related to public 
financing for candidates to elected office.  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 8:13:07 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Marlies Lee Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Support this 

There should be no need for discussing this matter! 

In the whole world we deserve clean elections and especially here in Hawaii! Be an example, do 
what's right! Only paper ballots!  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 8:32:02 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Dawn Morais Webster 

Ph.D. Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Our democracy is under siege. I happened to be at a hearing last week and istened in disbelief  as 
MAGA cult members verbally attacked Senator Rhoads for introducing a bill  -SB2392 -that 
proposed keeping insurectionists and those who would disrespect our constitution off the ballot. 
Clearly we need voters to be FAR better informed. Better representation of all sectors of society 
will help mitigate the impact of disinformation that FOX news and social media amplify. This 
bill SB 2381 will help draw out new leaders, people who might have been deterred from running 
simply because of the challenge of raising $$$ to counter the influence of Big Money unleashed 
by Citizens United. This is a bill that is needed to restore public faith in our politics, a faith badly 
shaken by recent scandals. Please move this bill forward. It is critical to ensuring a healthier 
democracy in Hawaii. Mahalo for doing all you can to counter the harm of Citizens United. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2024 10:58:49 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tony Radmilovich Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill is long overdue, please vote "yes"! 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 12:55:43 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ted Bohlen Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

STRONG SUPPORT! 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 2:53:37 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Quintin Wilcox Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This allows for equal opportunity, it does not allow monopolies to easily pay their way to the 
top. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 6:09:57 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Barry Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair and Committee members,  

I strongly support SB 2381 SD1, 

This will go a long way to restoring integrity in our elections.  
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of this important Bill.  
  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 6:33:32 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

david gierlach Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It's time for an even playing ground in Hawaii politics. This bill will help create a system where 
ordinary folks concerns aren't drowned out by big money interests. Please pass this bill.  

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 8:37:48 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eileen McKee Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I strongly support SB2381relating to clean elections. 

Mahalo for considering my testimony. 

Eileen McKee, Kihei 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 9:18:46 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mike Nakachi Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha e WAM Committee and Chair, 

Please support SB2381 SD1, Changes need to happen, we need voices their in the peoples house 
for the People and our Aina.  Not for political Contributions, or side deals.  A'ole $ over the 
people of place and Aina.  Do the Kakou thing in you mind, your vote and continue to move 
forward clean elections for the People.  I strongly support this bill and this initiative.  Mahalo 
nui, Mike Nakachi, Moku o Keawe, Kakahawaiole distirct. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 10:03:17 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Douglas Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB2381.  
  

Private money corrupts democracy. Enough said.  

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 10:17:25 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth Hansen Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this bill / mahalo Elizabeth Hansen, Hakakau HI 96710 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 11:33:36 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Emma Stierhoff Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and members of the committee, 

  

My name is Emma Stierhoff, and I am writing to express my support for SB2381. Money has 
controlled politics in Hawai'i for far too long, creating a system in which policies favor the 
wealthy few over the needs of the majority. SB2381 can free candidates from the need to 
fundraise from wealthy donors and special interests, allowing them to get elected on a platform 
that favors their constituents over private interests and creating a more ethical and representative 
government. Connecticut, Maine, and Hawaii County Council have proven that publicly financed 
elections can be successful and cost-effective. As a result of these initiatives elsewhere, there 
have been shifts in who has the greatest influence on sitting legislators, giving more power to 
residents regardless of financial standing. This highly necessary program will be affordable 
at less than $10 million per year. If we are serious about ending corruption in Hawaiian politics 
and creating a system that works for all residents and not just the wealthy few, we need to pass 
SB2381 now. Thus, I urge you to pass SB2381. 

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify, 

Emma Stierhoff 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 12:24:47 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anita Anderson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Private interest money has dominated Hawaii's political system.  SB 2381 will free candidates 
from having to fundraise from wealthy donors and private interests.  Connecticut, Maine, and 
Hawaii County Council have proven that full publicly financed elections can be successful and 
cost-effective.  Now is the time to choose to create a system that works for all residents and not 
just the wealthy few.  I ask that you pass SB 2381 now.  Mahalo! 

  

 









SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 2:37:35 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Daniel R Freund Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

You know the arguments in favor of this bill. So I'll respond to the arguments against it. 

It won't put your incumbancy in jeopardy.  Publicly-financed elections elsewhere have 
not have not led to increased turnover in incumbents. 

Funding Republican's won't hurt Democrats. Publicly-financed elections elsewhere have not 
led to shifts in party dominance 

I'll add this to that: I am a true-blue Democrat but, before that, I am a citizen who supports good 
government. And I am proud that my Party's platform calls for publicly financed elections. Let 
the Republicans tell the voters what they stand for.  I am confident that will help - not hurt - my 
the Democrats. 

It doesn't cost too much. There's no such thing as a free lunch. Someone is paying for our 
elections and at present that means big money. Big money looks at our elected officers as an 
investment and expect a return. It's time for our officials to stop working for Big Money and start 
working for the voters. That's an investment of public money that's worth making. 

- Dan Freund, Kapaa 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 2:43:49 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

HANDS, E.J. Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a resident of Hawai'i for almost 20 years it has become abundantly clear that the governing 
system needs new candidates to diversify the body of too many long-established politicians 
governing the Hawai'ian islands, but encouraging 'fresh faces' to the governing body usually 
stumbles over the the impediment of insufficient campaign funding. The time is truly overdue for 
more forward-thinking officials to be elected to governance - or at very least, to challenge the 
status quo by running for various offices - which is why I support SB2381 SD1.i 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 3:25:40 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John NAYLOR Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

It's past time to get money out of politics. Please do the RIGHT thing ! 

JN Makawao 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 3:34:09 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Billy woods  Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill 

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 3:42:49 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brenda O Watene Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Oriana McCallum. I am a second year law student and grew up in Kahuku. It's long 
overdue that we take the money out of politics and strive toward a democratic process that 
provides equal opportunity for all economic levels of society. It is very plain to see how much 
campaign financing has grabbed a hold of this State and manipulated it to its favor. Enough is 
enough. I strongly support SB2381. Mahalo, Oriana McCallum. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 3:45:17 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth Clapper Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in strong support of this to keep elections clean and free of corruption and financial 
manipulation. 

  

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 4:06:52 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kazuo Flores Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha I'm a born and raised kanaka of Napili in support of SB2381 SD1 Mahalo  

 









SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 5:36:00 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

michelle Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill 

 





mailto:junshinbusiness729@gmail.com






SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 7:05:58 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Linda Legrande Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB 2381. Thank you, Linda Legrande  

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 7:31:31 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ken Stover Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Keep private money out of our elections to insure integrity. 

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 7:40:12 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaleopono Norris Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this legislation as a former Big Island farmer who is worried about the sustainable 
viability of our food crop (and ornamentals) pollinators. And about the economic survival of 
Hawaii farmers. Neonics are taking a huge toll on the no-cost pollination services of nature. 
There is no high tech technology in the wings able to replace the pollinators. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 8:12:49 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cambria Moss Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is SO IMPORTANT to PASS. Please ho'oponopono 

Mahalo nui loa for your service. 

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 9:10:56 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dave Kisor Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Influence peddling has been a problem in government ever since the idea of government 
happened.  Not having to read in a candidates begging e-mail they've been outspent would be 
refreshing and for that matter no more begging e-mails!  Not only do weneedclean elections, we 
copud use Ranked Chjoice Voting statewide for all elections.  Mahalo. 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 10:23:01 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lisa Seikai Darcy Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support SB2381. 

Mahalo, 

Lisa Seikai Darcy 

Kula, HI 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2024 10:25:20 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Cynthia Punihaole 

Kennedy Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Honorable Chair Donovan Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Sharon Moriwaki, and members of the 
Committee on Ways & Means 

I support SB2381 SD establishing a comprehensive public financing system for all candidates 
seeking election to state and county public offices in the State of Hawaii to begin with the 2028 
general election year.   

I respectfully ask you to please support this very important measure. 

Mahalo 

Cynthia Punihaole Kennedy 

Kalaoa, North Kona Hawaii Island 

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 1:32:34 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Douglas Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please Support! 

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 8:00:34 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Rexann Dubiel Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please, let's stop buying our representatives with the deepest pockets winning. 

Make elections fair. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 8:05:28 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

C. Kaui Lucas Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this much needed reform without dilution. 

Mahalo 

Kaui Lucas 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 8:07:14 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Best Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I have long wanted such a bill to pass to have a more ethical system for our great state so that it 
represents everyone, not just the wealthy. Mahalo  

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 9:36:53 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gene Lamkin Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Unscrupulous donators can buy elections. Examples are Soros funded prosecutors that refuse to 
follow the law. It will lead to electing compromised officials.  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 9:43:48 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kaiulani Bowers Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this Bill because it's one sided 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 9:54:36 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sharron VanDeusen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB238. 

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 10:39:41 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sierra Palpallatoc Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE THIS BILL 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 10:47:18 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

mary drayer Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

equity in candidates political campaigning is of utmost importance....too many elections are 
decided by who was able to be seen the most -  

this bill aligns with a more transparent INCLUSIVE process...too many people simply cannot 
afford to run.... this bill should be applied nationwide..  

mahalo  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 11:02:05 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

kamakani de dely Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill! 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 11:06:46 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mallory De Dely Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill! 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 11:10:40 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Susan Dedely  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill! 

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 11:38:43 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Manulani Garcia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 11:45:13 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John Witeck Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

My wife Lucy and I urge the adoption ot this Clean Elections bill that would provide public 
financing for candidates to compete in elections and eliminate much of the dependency of 
candidates on corporations and well-heeled donors. The success of publicly financed campaigns 
has been shown in Maine, Connecticutt and Hawaii County.  This financing would also lessen 
the influcence of wealthy donors and businesses in shaping public policy and provide a more 
equal playing field.  Passing this bill would go a long way for restoring power to Hawaii's 
people.  Please do approve this measure.  Aloha! 

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 11:53:59 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeannine Johnson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We can easily afford this program's low cost of less than $10 million per year. If we are serious 
about ending corruption and creating a system that works for all residents and not just the 
wealthy few, we need to pass SB2381 now.  Mahalo for your support.   

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 12:16:51 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cari Sasaki Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Our tax dollars should NOT be used to fund anyone's political campaign! That's what the local 
and national political party organizations are for: to fundraise & support the campaigns of their 
candidates. The people need to have a voice in where their money is spent. I personally don't 
want any of my tax dollars going to a candidate or political party that I don't support and I don't 
think anyone else does either.  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 12:39:55 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

L.C Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. I do not want my money to go any candidate that I do not support. Candidates 
should be able to finance their own campaigns by demonstrating their ability to work on behalf 
of their constituents, who should hold that candidate accountable for promises made during the 
campaign. Many people in our State and our country do the easy thing and vote for someone they 
know or what they heard third hand from the media or familiy/friends. They don't do their own 
homework and will vote for the same people over and over without knowing if elected officials 
made good on their promises. 

In my opinion, this statement, "Allowing elected officials to make decisions free from the 
influence of, or the appearance that they have been influenced by, donations from special 
interests" means that special interests will remain a large part of the picture but the appearance of 
impropriety will be hidden.  Smoke and mirrors..... 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 12:48:36 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Doug Pasnik Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this legislation. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 12:50:29 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Justyce Torres Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

If they want to run then they must get the money themselves with Detailed statements. 

  

OPPOSE SB2381 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 1:35:50 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Kuumomimakamae 

Nahooikaika Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and the honorable members of the Senate Ways and 
Means Committee, 

     I stand in support of SB2381 SD1, which establishes a comprehensive system of public 
financing for all candidates seeking election to state and county public offices in Hawai'i. 

As a concerned citizen deeply affected by the recent wildfires on Maui, I believe this bill is 
crucial for fostering a more equitable political landscape. We have seen the negative impacts of 
pay-to-play politics and the need for accountability, especially in light of the environmental 
mismanagement contributing to devastating fires. SB2381 SD1 provides an alternative to private 
contributions, leveling the playing field and ensuring that public service is accessible to a diverse 
range of candidates who genuinely represent our communities interests. 

This bill aligns with the principles of fairness and equity, fostering a more transparent, inclusive, 
and accountable political process. I urge the committee to consider the long-term benefits it can 
bring to our state. 

Mahalo for your dedication to the welfare of Hawai'i and our community-driven principles. 

Sincerely, Ku'umomimakamae Naho'oikaika 

  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 2:05:38 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anne Kamau  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  Mahalo. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 2:10:14 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

kelly morgan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 3:02:15 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joy Kaaz Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

To Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and the honorable members of the Senate Ways and 
Means Committee, 
 
I am submitting this testimony in support of SB2381 SD 1. As a concerned citizen deeply 
affected by the recent Maui wildfires, this bill is necessary to create a more equitible and fair 
political landscape, a landscape that is not influenced by pay to play politics from PACS and 
private and corporate donors. We all have unfortunately witnessed the impact of pay to play 
politics and the need for acountablilty, especially in light of the environmental mismanagement 
that played a major role in creating the conditions that caused these devastating fires, and will 
continue to cause them in the future as climate catastrophy, global warming resulting in severe 
drought worsen. 
 
This bill aligns with the principles of fairness and equity, and fosters a more transparent, 
inclusive and accountable political process. I strongly and respectfully urge the committee to 
consider the long-term benefits it will bring to our state. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joy Kaaz  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 3:14:56 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Kunitake Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support SB2381 SD1 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 3:19:55 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara L Franklin Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this "clean elections" bill.  Hawaii needs to add this program that is successful in other 
states and would bring fresh new faces into politics that is sorely lacking now.  Money should 
not be the sole criteria for a successful campaign.   

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 3:51:45 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andres Mateo Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

CANDIDATES NEED TO FIND THEIR OWN FUNDING TO RUN FOR OFFICE. WE THE 
PEOPLE DO NOT SUPPORT THAT THESE POLITITIANS PASS THIS BILL THAT GOES 
AGAINST EVERY PRINCIPAL OF VOLUNTERISM.  

IF YOU WANT TO RUN FOR OFFICE START BY MAKING YOUR OWN FUNDING; GO 
SALE SOME MALASADAS, SOME LUMPIA, ASK PEOPLE IF THEY TRUTHLY WANT 
TO SUPPORT YOUR IDEAS. GO SALE SOME HONOLULU COOKIES IN THE STREETS 
OF HAWAII AND FEEL IF THE PEOPLE TRUTHLY SUPPORT YOU. 

  

DO NOT PASS THIS BILL. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 4:13:25 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeffrey F Mizuno Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose  

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 4:59:50 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nalani Enos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

It's your decision to run for election.  Fund your own campaign. Start a gofund me and let people 
decide if they want to help voluntarily.  The money that gets taken from the people of hawaii 
should be used on things that benefit the people of Hawaii.   

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 5:05:00 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Yvonne Alvarado  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Yvonne Alvarado Oppose to Bill SB2381 SD1 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 5:28:27 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

tania victorine Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

People need transparency and this could hide donations sources 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 7:20:44 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

TERI SAVAIINAEA  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB2381. 

Thank you, 

Teri Savaiinaea  

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 8:18:58 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Amos Zollo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in support of this bill to clean up our election process and exclude big business from 
dominating the choices of our elected officials.  We need candidates that truly care about the 
people of Hawaii, who they supposedly represent, to satisfy the true needs and wants of their 
constituents.  This is supposed to be a democracy not autocracy.  So let's ensure that is is such by 
passing this bill through.  Thank you for reading and considering my testimony.  Amos Zollo 

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 8:56:46 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carolyn Eaton Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and members of the Committee, 

My name is Carolyn Eaton and I support this measure strongly.  Candidates who are supported 
by the electorate are not always those with the largest amount of money for financing a 
campaign.  This measure will even the playing field for legislative representation in our State. 

Mahalo for your consideration of my support for this measure.   

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 9:03:18 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ruben Ongos Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE THIS BILL 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 9:46:33 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kathy Jenkins  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Like an elected surgery. I don't want it funded by anyone but that candidate. It's not fair to "we 
the people" that one be hired to a position that is supposed to serve our benefit's but rather is 
conflicted into a position to repay the benefactor for its duration. No thanks I don't want 
compromises or compromisers. Yikes no ways!! 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 9:58:24 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth Diamond Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose SN2381. Open to manipulation. Bad!  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 10:11:29 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sheila Medeiros Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB2381. Public financing for all candidates seeking election is a slippery slope. 
Encourages pay to play. 

  

vr 

Sheila Medeiros 

District 43 

  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 10:35:19 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kate Thompson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Senators on Ways and Means,  

I strongly SUPPORT this bill to allow public funding for elections.  

This bill creates a more even playing field in elections.  Many excellent candidates have 
demonstrated support from their community yet can not currently make the financial jump up to 
the ballot. We need to change the paradigm and make elections more about the public interest 
than lobbyist interest. 

Mahalo,  

Kate Thompson  

  

  

  

  

  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 10:37:57 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Thomas Brandt Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strong support! 

 









SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2024 11:11:02 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Timothy Falb Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I heartily support SB2381 for Clean Elections. It's time to remove the need for fundraising from 
the political process. We need elected officials who are not beholden to donors. Please move this 
bill forward. 

Mahalo, 
Timothy Falb 
Kihei HI 

  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 1:04:26 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Terry Murakami Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 3:58:19 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Adriel Lam Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Public financing does nothing the limit the influence of the financial powerful, and only serves to 
put further restrictions and barriers to entry on potential candidates. The Campaign Spending 
Commission process is already burdensome and inefficient, while placing no impediment on 
those with power and influence to continue to spend and do as they please. Unreported activity 
remains unaccountable, while the less connected, less powerful are shackled by regulation and 
threats of enforcement. 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 6:54:18 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Danette Trujillo Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm simply in support of this Bill 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 7:02:08 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diann Karin Lynn Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I 100% support clean elections with public financing to get big money and all the distractions it 
brings OUT of our state politics.  

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 7:14:45 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lila Mower Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this measure. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 7:19:46 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lourdes Scheibert Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support clean elections 

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 7:55:18 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melia Leslie Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support SB2381 
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SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 8:16:06 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Willis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Stongly Oppose 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 8:22:49 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michal Fentin Stover Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB2381 SD1.  We need this clean elections bill to reduce the corrupting influence of 
private money on our elections and increase electoral competition. Mahalo. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 8:27:15 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Linda Wakatake Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly suport SB2381. 

In 2018, only 17 percent of workers in the United States had access to paid family leave through 
their employers. Women, who are often the primary caregivers of infants, children, and elderly 
parents, are disproportionately affected by the absence of paid family leave. No one should have 
to sacrifice their financial well-being to care for their keiki or kupuna. The majority of Hawai'i's 
workforce cannot afford to take unpaid leave to care for a new child or assist a family member 
with a serious health condition. Hawai'i law only provides a four-week extension of unpaid leave 
to employees of large employers with more than one hundred employees. 
 
All workers deserve access to family leave, which is essential in allowing parents to care for 
newborn keiki and family members who are seriously ill. Hawai'i has one of the fastest growing 
populations over the age of 65 in the nation. From 2020 to 2030, the percentage of people aged 
65 and over is expected to increase to 22.5 percent of the state's population. Nearly one-third of 
workers who do not have access to family leave will need time off to care for an ill spouse or 
elderly parent. Multiple studies have shown that family leave programs can be established in a 
manner that is affordable for small businesses and our state. When medical emergencies arise, no 
one should be forced to choose between caring for their loved ones or earning a paycheck. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Wakatake 

  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 8:36:31 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

THOMAS KENT Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 

 







SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 9:15:45 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Corinne Solomon Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB2381 

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 9:31:58 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kanoe Willis Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I Strongly Oppose 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 9:36:29 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

stacy diaz Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

oppose 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 9:41:00 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bianca Isaki Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support clean elections. 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 9:49:49 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Martin Choy Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because it is unclear to me if well financed candidates could gain a bigger 
advantage by accessing these funds. Please clarify What qualifications would determine whether 
they can have these funds? 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 9:50:36 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrea Nandoskar Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly support!! 

Andrea Nandoskar 

Manoa, Oahu 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 9:50:54 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sharon Usagawa Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Committee Members,  

I am strongly in support of this Bill to make our Elections clean and accessible.  We are built on 
the principles of the government being "for the people and by the people."  A lot of people, feel 
disconnected from our government because political campaigns are often built on who has the 
biggest budget "war chest." Most citizens are also not aware of the funding sources and the 
influences those sources may have on a candidate. I believe this Bill will "level the playing 
field," so that more citizens have the ability to enter into the elections, and in my humble mind, it 
will allow for more openness, honesty and diversity in dealing with the issues that face Hawaii's 
unique cultural environment.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Sharon Usagawa 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 9:52:30 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kim Cordery Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill! 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 9:59:14 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Joelle Seashell Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

We need more transparecy and accountabiltiy regarding public financing. Less corruption 
please.  

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 10:02:00 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Perry J. White Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Passing this bill is a high priority for me.  Public funding such as this will provide qualified 
candidates with a basic threshold of campaign funding, thus removing a huge barrier of entry for 
new candidates. 

I urge you to pass this bill.  

Mahalo and aloha, 
  

 





SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 10:06:34 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Elizabeth Nelson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this legislation.  We need to get big money out of our politics and even the 
playing field, so regular citizens can have a chance to have their voices heard.  Thank you. 

Elizabeth Nelson 

Kaneohe 

 

a.pescador
Late



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 10:06:00 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kay Aina Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Committee members, 

  Please defer this measure for better alternatives.  Thank you. 

 

a.pescador
Late



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 10:15:13 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lori Kizer Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Registering my support of Clean Elections. 

 

a.pescador
Late



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 10:24:00 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jackie Keefe Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and Members of the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

My name is Jackie Keefe and I am writing in strong support of SB 2381. 

I hope that you will pass this bill to give a chance to candidates outside of the traditional political 
system, like your average person, to have success in a race for office. 

I believe that this is the democratic thing to do, as our governing bodies should look more 
reflective of our population. This is how laws get passed to protect the majority of our pae 'aina, 
rather than only benefiting those who can afford influence. 

I think you for your time taken to hear this bill today and hope to see you pass this through 
committee. 

Thank you. 

Jackie Keefe 

 

a.pescador
Late



a.pescador
Late



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 10:32:58 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kealakai Hammond Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I  strongly support SB2381, a crucial step towards establishing clean elections in Hawaii. 

For far too long, the influence of money has tainted our political system, leading to the passage 
of detrimental policies and the demise of beneficial ones. SB2381 offers a solution by severing 
the ties between private funds and electoral success, thereby liberating candidates from the 
pressures of fundraising from affluent donors and special interest groups. This pivotal shift can 
pave the way for a more ethical and representative government that genuinely prioritizes the 
interests of its constituents. 

Drawing from the successful examples set by Connecticut, Maine, and Hawaii County Council, 
it is evident that fully publicly financed elections are not only feasible but also cost-effective. 
Importantly, such initiatives have not resulted in increased incumbent turnover or a loss of seats 
for majority parties. Instead, they have redefined the dynamics of legislative influence, fostering 
a more accountable political landscape. 

Furthermore, the modest annual cost of less than $10 million underscores the affordability and 
practicality of implementing this program. If we are sincere in our commitment to combatting 
corruption and fostering a political system that serves the interests of all residents, rather than a 
privileged few, then the passage of SB2381 is imperative. 

In conclusion, I urge each of you to support this bill wholeheartedly. Let us seize this opportunity 
to usher in a new era of integrity and equity in Hawaii's electoral process. 

Mahalo for your attention and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Kealakai Hammond, LMHC, PMH-C 

 

a.pescador
Late



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 10:40:22 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shannon Matson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and Committee Members,  

As a candidate who has run on publicly funds in the past, I can attest to how important this 
legislation is. Please fully fund clean elections to help create a system that truly works for the 
people and by the people.  

Mahalo, 

Shannon Matson 

Hawai'i Island Resident  
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SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 10:50:23 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stephen Baughn Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Individuals who run for office should be able to come up with the means to provide funding for 
their campaigns. Tax money should not be used for that purpose and it is taking advantage of us 
citizens and the funds we pay for the betterness of our state. In strong opposition!! 
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SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 11:03:28 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrew Perez Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

There is no reason why this bill should 

not be passed. I am in full support of campaign public financing, and Clean Elections in Hawaii 
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SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 12:32:03 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jeanine Acopan Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

OPPOSED!!! 
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SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 12:34:39 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wendy Nguyen Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill!  
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SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 1:19:30 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

pamela burrell Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Senators, 

Not supporting "Clean"  Elections says a lot about you I'm afraid to say. 

Please level the playing field. 

Thank you for your work in caring for Hawaii and promoting the aloha spirit. 

Pamela Burrell 

Kalihiwai, Kauai 
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SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 2:42:02 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

William D Hart Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully support this bill. For far too long, wealthier candidates have had a clear advantage during 
campaigns and fund-raisers. Let's have a goverment based on abilities and dedicated efforts, not 
solely on the ability to out-spend other candidates. Mahalo for hearing me on this matter and for 
your consideration. 
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SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 2:59:54 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tracey Beaudry Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Another excuse to waste taxpayers money in ways we disapprove. I oppose this bill.  
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SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 5:09:43 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diliaur Tellei Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this measure and urge the committee to pass it. This would be a great way to make it 
more accessible for regular people to run for political office -- and make it more likely that said 
candidates will represent their constituents' interest, not the biggest donors interests. 
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SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 5:35:39 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jim Cooper Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill to level the playing field for individuals interested in running for local offices. 

Mahalo 
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SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2024 9:51:53 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Catherine Thyne Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

OPPOSE! 
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Beware of the law of unintended consequences. 

  

Ann Botticelli, Kailua 

Chuck Freedman, Kaimuki 

 



SB-2381-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/13/2024 8:23:09 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/13/2024 10:05:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anna Barbeau Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Imperitive that the public need know from where candidate campaign monies or for ANY other 
purposes for said candidate, whether in the form of gifts, trips, any financial account payments, 
advertizing, etc. Foul donations, quid pro quo 'gifting' for those who are deemed to represent the 
public..all need be made visable and worthy as evidence should said candidate need be removed. 
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You don't often get email from sherricurry808@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

From: webmaster
To: WAM Committee
Cc: webmaster
Subject: FW: SB2381
Date: Wednesday, February 14, 2024 8:53:10 AM

Forwarding this message received in the Webmaster inbox. I believe the user was having issue
submitting testimony due to attempting to submit after the hearing.
 
-Travis
 

From: sherri curry <sherricurry808@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2024 5:43 PM
To: webmaster <webmaster@Capitol.hawaii.gov>
Subject: SB2381
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I would like to support the house bill to curtail big money in our elections. I couldn't submit the
testimony.
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